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[Chap. XX. 


!> 


jJapot^on advances against 'Wurmser—AcHon near PnmoLano in IheValSugana— \\ urm»er 


the \ustnans 

NvpolSo’s Bonapvpte tsas fiorn at Ajaccio, m Corsica, on tlie August, 
J7(j9. llic Buke of AVcllinglon Atasbom m the same month. “Pmjdenco,” 
5 aid Louis \MII, “o>>cd us that counterpoise (1) ” 

Birth.nd Ills family, though noble, had not licen distinguished, and had 
suffered scverclv from misfortune lie t\as too great a man to at- 
tempt to (Icntc distinction from anj adscnlitious adtantages sthich did not 
rcall) belong to him, and could afford to discard all tlie lustre of patrician 
descent. \Micn the Emperor of Austria endcatoured, after he became his 
son-in-las\, to trace his connexion niih some of the obscure Dukes of Tre- 
vino, heansnered that he stas thelludolph of Ibpsburg of hi» family; and 
s^hen the genealogists sscrc engaged m deducing Ins descent from an ancient 
line ofGoliiic princes, lie cut short tlieir labours by declaring, that Ins patent 


hand during the cn il dissensions which distracted the island at the time of Ins 
birth, and had recrnllj before been engaged in some CTpcdilions on horse- 
back s\ilU him. lbs father died at the age of tlnrij^nght, of a cancer In tlie 
stomach, a complaint bcrcdilarj m bisfaniilj, and winch also prosed fatal to 
Xapolt'on bunsclf; but the waul of paternal care was more than supplied by 
bis mother, to whose early ctlucalion and sohcitudc lie, in after life, nninty 
aicnbcdbiSclc>aiion(3) Though left a widow in tbejinrnc oflifc. Ins mother 
bad already liom tlnrlcen children, of whom fiiesonsoiul three daughters 
sursircd their father. She lived lo«ce one of them wearing the crown of 
Charlemagne, and another seated on the throne of Charles \ (IJ 

On the day of his birth, Inring the festival of the Assumption, she had l>crn 
at Church,and was «ciictl with her pains during high mas. She was brought 


<0 Coor.l It t l.«C4» jjt. 

(ai 10* lu touf I M . . 

13) •• i\j oj >D oo,’ M>J “ l». 

fatara irn«! er tuA bl i (S M 

tiirW on lX« miUirr'i— 0'3Uiv(>t 1‘ 10^ 


(OUvCbt I Iir.ll9.t:i) O'Mejrt.il 100, 
t*Abr It aja ill 
(s) b Ur ti 317. 175. 
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In Ilie 3 ’ears of infancy he exhibited nolliing rcmarlcahle, excepting irrita- 
bility and turbulence of temper; but these qualities, as Avell as the decision 
with which tliey Averc accompanied, were so powerful, that they gave him 
the entire, command of his eldest brother Joseph, a boy of a mild and unas- 
suming character, Avbo Avas constantly beaten, j)inched, or tormented by 
the future ruler of the Avorld. But even at that early period it Avas observed 
that he neA-er Avept Avhen chastised ; and on one occasion, Avhen he Avas only 
seven years of age, having been suspected unjustly of a fault, and punished 
Avbcn innocent, he endured the pain, and subsisted in disgrace for three days 
on the coarsest food, rather than betray , his companion, avIio Avas really in 
fault. Though his anger Avas violent, it Avas generally of short endurance, 
and his smile from the first Avas like a beam of the sun emerging from the 
clouds. But, nevertheless, he gave no indications of extraordinary capacity 
at that early age; and his mother AA-as frequently heard to declare, that of all 
her children, he Avas the one Avhom she Avould least have expected to have 
attained any extraordinary eminence (1). 

"r m"'"' Avinter residence of his father Avas usually at Ajaccio, the place 
clruro, anti ^of his birth, Avhere there is still preserved the model of a cannon, 
'in co'Aua.'"Avcighing about thirty pounds, the early plaything of Napoleon. 
But in summer the family retired to a dilapidated A'illa near the isle Sangui- 
niere, once the residence of a relation of bis mother’s, situated in a romantic 
spot on the sea-shore. The house is approached by an avenue,- oA'erhung by 
the cactus and acacia, and other shrubs, Avhich groAv luxuriantly in a sou- 
thern climate. It has a garden and a laAvn, showing vestiges of neglected 
beauty, and surrounded by a shrubbery permitted to run to Avilderness. 
There, enclosed by the cactus, the clematis, and the Avild olive, is a singular 
and isolated granite rock, beneath Avhich the remains of a small summer- 
house are still visible, the entrance to Avhich is nearly closed by a luxuriant 
fig-tree. This AA’as the faA'ourite retreat of the young Napoleon, Avho early 
showed a love of solitary meditation during the periods Avhen the A'acations 
at school permitted him to return home. "NYe might suppose that there Avere 
perhaps formed those Aisions of ambition and high resolves, for which the 
limits of theAvorld were ere longfelt to be insufficient, did avc not knoAvthat 
childhood can hardly anticipate the destiny of maturer years; and that, in 
Cromwell’s words, a man never rises so high as when he does not know Avhere 
his course is to terminate (2). 

Rcmovptl to At an early agebe Avas sent to the Military School of Brienne. His 
scL^oi’a"^ character there underwent a rapid alteration. lie became Ihought- 
h-Is'ci'arac. ful, studious, contcmplatiA'c, and diligent in llic cxtremc. His pro- 
ur there, ficicncy, cspecially in mathematics, Avas soon remarkable; but the 
quickness of his temper, though subdued, was not extinguished. On one oc- 
casion, having been subjected to a degrading punishment by his master, that 
of dining on his knees at the gate of the refectory, the mortification he expe- 
rienced Avas so excessive that it produced a violent vomiting and a universal 
. tremor of the nerves (5). But in the games of his companions he Avas inferior 
to none in spirit and agility, and already began to evince, in a decided predi- 
lection for military pursuits the native bias of his mind. 

During the Avinter of 1785-4, so remarkable for its severity, even in sou- 
thern latitudes, the amusements of the boys Avithout doors were completely 

(1) n’Alir. i. 49. 52, 54. Ins Cas. i. I2G. (3) Las Cas. i. 127. Hour. i. 22. 

(2) Benson, 4, 0- Scott, iii, 10. 
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Stopped, ^apolcon proposed to liis companions to beguile the weary hours 
by forming intrenchments and bastions of snow, with parapets, ravelins, and 
hom-worKs Tlie little army v?asdi\ided into two parlies, one of which was 
intrusted with the attack, the other with the defence of the works* and tiie 
mimic war was'eontmued for several weeks, during which fractures and 
•wounds ^\e^e receued on both sides On another occasion, the wife of the 
porter of the school, well known to the boys for the fruit winch she sold, 

t I ^..CnlCnf <1 A .Iaai- ACfl.A.A <I.At<rA I a nTlA-A r^A jt a 


camps,” said the future ruler of the Ilexolution (1). 


thematics and the four first rules of arithmetic Pichcgru early perceived the 
firm character of his little pupil, and when, many years afterwards, he had 
embraced the Royalist Party, and it was proposed to him to sound bapoltoii, 
then m the command of the army of Italy, he replied, “Don’t waste time 
upon him 5 1 haic known him from his infancy , Ins character is inflexible ; 
he has taken Ins side, and wiUnocr swcr\c from il.” The fate of these two 
lihistnous men afterwards rose m painful contrast to each other . Piclicgrii 
•was strangled m a dungeon when bapol6ou was ascending the throne of 
Trance f2). 

The speculations of >apolOon at this time were more devoted to political 
than military subjects, llis habits were thougbiful and solitary ; and his con- 
•>crsation, eicn at that early age, was so remarkable for its Tcllcction ami 
energy, that it attracted the notice of ilie Abbt Raynal, with whom he fre- 
quently ii>cd in >acations, and who discoursed with him on goicrnmcni, 
legislation, and the relations of commerce lie was distinguished by his Ita- 
lian complexion, his piercing look, and the decided style ofhis cxjircssion* a 
peculiarity ■which frequently Icdloa lohcmcncc of manner, which rendered 
him not generally popuhr with his scIiooMellows. The moment their play- 
time arroed, he flew to the library oflhcschool, where he read wilhaMdily the 


“ t bate these 
ithstanding tins, 
■ 'vas intrusted, in 

Ins turn, with the enforcing of any regulation which was infringed, he pre- 

' - - ' *- young delinquents (3). 

' lc,il was not rcniarkaltlcjand 
exhibited many other young 
.} proficiency— a circmnstaitrc 
_ rise to greatness. In the pri- 
xalc instructions commimicatcd to posernment by the masters of the 


(1 r«ar I 71. 31. 33. 33 Ut Cu I 13$. 
OAtr i III 
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school, he was characlcrisccl as of a “ domineering, imperiousj and head- 
strong character (1).” 

During the A’acations of school, he returned in general to Corsica; Avhere 
he gave A'cnt to the ardour of his mind, in tra^'ersing the mountains and 
valleys of that romantic island, and listening to the tales of feudal strife and 
family revenge by which its inhabitants are so remarkably distinguished. 
The celebrated Paoli, the hero of Corsica, accompanied him in some of these 
excursions, and explained to him on the road the actions Avhich he had 
fought, and the positions Avhich he had occupied during his struggle for the 
independence of the island. The energy and decision of his young compa- 
nion, at this period, made a great impression on that illustrious man. “ Oh, 
Napoleon !” said he, “ you do not resemble the moderns — you belong only 
to the heroes of Plutarch (2)”. 

n sent to At the age of fourteen, he Avas sent from the school of Bricnne to 
the Ecole militaire at Paris, for the completion of his military stu- 
KntcTstiic lie had not been long there, Avhen he Avas so much struck 

Army. ipc luxuiious tialuts in Avhich the young men Avere then 

brought up, that he addressed an energetic memorial to the governor on the 
subject, strongly urging, that instead of having footmen and grooms to Avail 
upon their orders, they should be taught to do every thing for themselves, 
and inured to the hardships and priA’alion Avhich aAvaited them in real Avar- 
fare. In the year 1783, at the age of sixteen, he received a commission in a 
regiment of artillery, and AA'as soon promoted to the rank of first lieutenant, 
in a corps quartered at Valence. Shortly after, he gave a proof of the A^aricd 
subjects AA'hich occupied his mind, by Avriling a History of Corsica, and an 
Essay for a prize, proposed by the Abbe Kaynal, on the “ Institutions most 
likely to contribute to Public Happiness.” The prize Avas adjudged to the 
young soldier. These productions, as might haA’c been expected, Avere dis- 
tinguished by the re a oIu lionary doctrines then generally prevalent, and A-ery 
different from his maturer speculations. The essay A\ as recovered by Talley- 
rand after Napoleon Avas on the throne ; but the moment the Emperor saAV it 
he thrcAV it into the (lames (o). 

nisrharac At this pei'iod, Napoleon A\'as generally disliked, by his.compa- 
terthpre. . pg ^i’as considcrcd as proud, haughty, and irascible; but 

AA'ith the feAv Avhose conversation he A'alued, and aa'Iiosc friendship he chose 
to cultivate, he AA^as even then a faAOurile, and high expectations began 
to be formed of the future eminence to AAdnch he might rise. His poAA^ers 
of reasoning AA’^ere already remarkable; his expressions lucid and ener- 
getic; his knoAvledge and information immense, considering' his years, and 
the opportunities of study 'Avhich he bad enjoyed.’ Logical accuracy aa’OS the 
great characteristic of his mind; and bis subsequent compositions haA’^e 
abundantly proved, that if he had not become the first conqueror, he would 
have been one of the greatest Avriters, as he assuredly Avas one of the pro- 
foundest thinkers of modern times (4). 

Ilis figure, always diminutive, was at that period thin and meagre in the 
highest degree; a circumstance which rendered his appearance somewhat 
ridiculous, Avhen he first assumed the military dress. Mademoiselle Pennon, 
afterwards Duchess of Abrantes, one of bis earliest female acquaintances, and 
who afterwards became one of the most brilliant Avits of the Imperial court. 


(1) Bour. i. 37, 38. 

(2) l.as Cns. i. 136. ii. 3i8. 


o*Meara, ii. 168, 169. Las Cas. i. 43, 136, 141. 
Boar. i. 44. IVAbr. i.76. 

( 4 ) D’Abr.i, 111. Las Cas. i. 140, 141. 
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slopped, hapolcon proposed to iits companions to beguile the -wear} hours 
by forming intrenchments and bastions of s^o^^ , vith parapets, ra^ elms, and 
liom-n orks The little army Tvas divided into two parties, one of Inch w as 
intrusted ^Mth the attack, the other with the defence of the works; and the 
mimic war was' continued for several weeks, during which fractures and 
wounds “were received on both sides. On another occasion, the wife of the 
porter of the school, well knowm to the boys for the fruit which she sold, 
having presented herself at the door of their theatre to be allowed to sec the 
Death of^Casar, winch was to beplayedby (he youths, and been refused an 
entrance, the serjeant at the door,induccd by the vehemence of her manner, 
reported the matter to the y oung'^apolcon, who was the ofliccr in command 
on the occasion “Ilemovc that woman, who brings here the license of 
camps,” said the future ruler of the Revolution (1). 

It was the fortune of the school atRnenneat tins time to possess among its 
scholars, besides ^apoWon, another boy, who rose to the highest eminence 
in the Revolution, PicnEcnu, afterwards conqueror of Holland. He was se- 
veral years older than ^apollion, and instructed him m the elements of ma- 
thematics and the four first rules of arithmetic Pichegru early perceived the 
firm character of his little pupil; and when, many years afterwards, he had 
embraced the Royalist Party , and il was proposed to him to sound Napoleon, 
then in the command of the army of Italy, he rcphecl, “ Don’t waste time 
upon him 1 1 have known him from liis infancy ; his character is inflexible ; 
he has taken his side, and will never swerve from it.” The fate of these two 
illustrious men afterwards rose in painful contrast to each other : Pichegru 
was strangled in a dungeon when Napoldon was ascending the throne of 
France (S). 

The speculations of Napoldon at this time were more devoted to political 
than military subjects Ilis habits were tliougbtfuland solitary ; and bis con- 
versation, even at that early age, was so remarkable for its reflection and 
energy, that it attracted the notice of the Abb6 Rajnal, with whom be fre- 
quently lived in vacations, and who discoursed with him on govcrnmcni, 
legislation, and the relations of commerce He w as distinguished by hb Ita- 
lian complexion, liis piercing look, and tlic decided style ofhis cxprcssion'a 
peculiarity which frequently led to a vehemence of manner, which rendered 
ium not generally popular with Ins scliool-fcllows The moment their play- 
time arnv cd, he flew to the library of (he school, w lierchc read w ilhav idily the 
historical w orks of the ancients, particularly Poly bins, Plutarch, and Arrian 
His companions disliked him, on account of luvuol joining their games at these 
hours, and frequently rallied him on liis name and Corsican hirth. He often 
said to Bourncmic, his earliest fncnil,witli nnicli bitterness,— “ I hate these 
French— I will do them all the mischief in my power.” Notwithstanding this, 
his animosity had nothing ungenerous in it, and when he was intrusted, in 
his turn, with the enforcing of anv regulation which was infringed, he jirc- 
' ■ , ing delinquents (3). 

' • ' was not reniarkahlc; and 
■ •' Ibitcd many otlier young 
.1 . loflciciicy— a rirctinisfamx* 
frequently ob'crvahlc lit those who ultimately rise lo greatness. In the pri- 
vate instructions communicated lo government by the masters of llir 

(1 Kjar I il. 37. 31. 31 Ut Cu. I |b 
tiAlf t IK 


(1) lte«r I 31 ai , 

(7)LuCi> i 171,131. 
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school, he was characicrisod ns of a ‘‘donilnccririg, imperiousj and hcad- 
sfrong character (1).” 

During ilic vacations of school, he returned in general to Corsica; where 
lie gave vent to the ardour of his mind, in traversing the inounlains and 
valleys of that romantic island, and listening to the tales of feudal strife and 
family revenge hy which its inhahitants are so remarlcahly distinguished. 
The celebrated Paoli, the hero of Corsica, accompanied him in some of these 
excursions, and explained to him on the road the actions which he had 
fought, and the positions which he had occupied during his struggle for the 
independence of the island. The energy and decision of his young compa- 
nion, at this period, made a great impression on that illustrious man. “ Oh, 
Napoleon !” said he, “you do not rcseinhlc the moderns — you belong only 
to the heroes of Plutarch (2)”. 

i< irn! m .\t the age of fourteen, he was sent from the school of Rrienne to 
the Ecole militairc at Paris, for the completion of his military stu- 

there, when he was so much struch 
Armj. |)|(. hixurious habits in which the young men were then 

brought up, that he addressed an energetic memorial to the governor on the 
subject, strongly urging, that instead of having footmen and grooms to Avail 
upon their orders, they should be taught to do every thing for themselves, 
and inured to the hardships and pri\-ation Avhich aAvailed them in real Avar- 
farc. In the year 1786, at the age of sixteen, he received a commission in a 
regiment of artillery, and Avas soon promoted to the rank of lirsi lieutenant, 
in a corps quartered at Valence. Shortly after, he gave a proof of the varied 
subjects AA'hich occupied his mind, by AA'riting a History of Corsica, and an 
Essay for a prize, proposed by the Abbe Kaynal, on the “ Institutions most 
likely to contribute to Public Happiness,” The prize Avas adjudged to the 
young soldier. These productions, as might have been expected, Avere dis- 
tinguished by the revolutionary doctrines then generally prevalent, and very 
ditrcrcni from his inalurcr speculations. The essay Avas rccoA crcd by Talley- 
rand after Napoleon Avas on the throne; bul the momcnl the Emperor saAV il 
he ihrcAv it into the flames (5). 

iii^rinmc- At llu's poHod, Napolcoii Avas generally disliked by his compa- 
terthrre. coosidcrcd as proud, haughty, and irascible; but 

with the few Avhose conversation he A'alued, and Avhose friendship he chose 
to culliA'ate, he A\’as even then a faA'ourite, and high expectations began 
to be formed of the future eminence to Avhich be might rise. His poAvers 
of reasoning AA'crc already remarkable; his expressions lucid and ener- 
getic; his knoAvlcdge and information immense, considering' his years, and 
the opportunities of study which he had enjoyed.' Logical accuracy Avas the 
great characteristic of his mind; and bis subsequent compositions Iiavc 
abundantly proA'cd, that if he had not become the first conqueror, be would 
have been one of the greatest AA'ritcrs, as he assuredly Avas one of the pro- 
foundest thinkers of modern times (4). 

His figure, ahvays diminutive, AA'as at that period thin and meagre in the 
highest degree; a circumstance AA'hich rendered his appearance someAvbat 
ridiculous, Avhen he first assumed the military dress. Mademoiselle Permon, 
aflevAvards Duchess of Abranles, one of his earliest female acquaintances, and 
who afterAvards became one of the most brilliant Avits of the Imperial court, 


to pour, i. 37, 38. 

(2; Ijs Cas. i. I3G. ii. 3i8. 


Botir, 

(0 


O'j^Iear.'i, ii. 1C9. Las Cas* i. 43, 13G, 141* 
i. 4i. D'Abr. i- 76. 

D’Abr.i. in- l-aiCas. i, 140, 1- 


c HISTORY or tOROPr. [Chap XX. 

mentioTis, tliat he came to their house^ on the daj on ^\hich he first put on 
lus uniform, in the highest «^pirits, as is usual with joung men on such an 
occasion; but iicr sister, two)cars)Oungcrthan herself, who Iiad just left her 


much as Puss in Boots. The stroke told ; the hbcl was too true not to be iclt : 
but ^apolcon soon recovered his good-humour, and a few dajs afterwards, 
presented her w ith an clcgantlj bound copy of Puss in Boots, as a proof that 
he retained no rancour for her raillery (f ) 

i7, olittion broke out, he adhered, like almost all the 

ii< ^oungofliccrsofa subaltern rank, to the popular side, and con- 
iTJlout on' tinned a warm patriot during the whole time of the Constituent 
Assembly But, on the appointment of the Lcgislatiic Asscmblj, he has 
himself declared that his scntimcnls underwent a rapid change ; and he soon 
imbibed, under the Reign of Terror, that profound hatred of tlic Jacobins, 


and thatwhich overturned the throne on the lOlh August, and on both he 
stronglj expressed his sense of the ruinous consctjucnccs hkclj to arise from 
the want of resolution in the government No man knew better the conse- 
quences of yielding to popular clamour, or how rapidly it is checked by 
proper firmness in the dcposiiancs of power frum the weakness shown on 
the 20lh June, ho predicted the disastrous cfi'ecis which so speedily followed 
on the next great revolt of tiic populace Uhen he saw the monarcli, in obe- 
dience to the rabble, put on the red cap. Ins indignation knew no hounds 
“ How on earth,” he exclaimed, “ could Iho) let tho«e wretches enter the 
palace! They should liavc cut down four or five hundred with grape-shot, 
and (lie rest would speedily have taken to fiiglil (2) 

military exploit of Napolt'on was In Ins native country. 

" The disturbances in Corsica having led the revolutionary forces 

. • • ' « I . ' I - J , n nr, trt CtirnrlSC 


licsicged, and compelled to evacuate it (5). Ills talents, and llic higli cliarat- 
(or w Inch lie had received from the maslcrs of the mihtarji acadcm.v., «oon, 
liowcver, led to a more important employment At t!ic siege of Toulon, (he 
command of theartlllerv, after ihco|>crations had advanced a considerable 
Icnglli, was intriivicd to (iis direction, and he soon communicated a new fin- 
ptilsc to the hitherto languivlung progress of the sjcgc By Ins advice, the 
,■ ■» * , ■ ' ‘ ‘ ’• !* •* forlson ihcy/nutriirdr 

(. I ' » ■ "I ». !■ d so successful, tliat (he 

^ • • • icmgalmndoncd in de>- 

pair, w as speedily crow ned w irh complete soccess Btiring this oprraiton iie 
was first struck by the brinncss and Intrcpnhtv of a young corporal of ortll- 
lerv, wlioiii he imnu*dtatrly rceonimcnilcd fir proinotuin Having 
occasion to send a d(S[taicii from the trenche-, he called for some 
jierson who could write, dial he might dictate the order. A young soldi r 

(Onvif I iti ‘.«t.n.ji 

(1 |r«t t 17 ljl,t_,.l in 
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stepped from the rmilts, and vesting the paper on the hroaslwovk, began to 
nrile as he dictated, -wlien a shot from the enemy’s batteries struck the 
nr.tn<- ground close to him, and covered llic paper nilh earth. “Thank 
mill"'/.""! you?” said tlic soldier; “avc shall have no occasion for sand on 
.mti Duroc. jj,i 5 page.” Napoleon asked him what he could do for him. “Every 
tiling,” replied tlie young private, hlu.shing with emotion, and touching his * 
left shoulder Avith his hand; “you can turn this Avorsicd into an epaulet.” 

A fcAvdays after, Napoleon sent for the same soldier to order him to recon- 
noitre in the enemy’s trenches, and recommended that he should disguise 
himself, for fear of his being discovered. “Never,” replied he. “Do you take 
me for a spy? I Avill go in my uniform, though I should never return.” And 
in eficct he set out instantly, dressed as he Avas, and had the good fortune 
to return unhurt. Napoleon immediately recommended him for promotion, 
and never lost sight of his courageous secretary. lie AVas .Tijnot, afterwards 
Marshal of France, and Duke of Ahranics (1). 

On another occasion, an artilleryman having been shot Avhilc loading a gun, 
he took up the dead man’s ramrod, and Avilh his own hands served the 
piece for a considerable time. He first took notice, at the same siege, of ano- 
ther young soldier named Dtmoc, Avhoni he never afterwards lost sight of, 
made Marshal of the Palace, and ever treated Avilh the most unlimited con- 
fidence, till he Avas killed by his side on the field of Dauizcn, Duroc loved 
Napoleon for himself, and possessed, perhaps, a larger share of his confidence 
than any of his other generals; and none knew so Avell, in after years, how 
to let the first ebullitions of the imperial Avrath escajjc Avithout producing 
fatal clTccts, and alloAving the better judgment of his sovereign to resume its 
SAvay in cooler moments (2). 

The reputation Avhich Napoleon acquired from the successful issue of this 
siege was very great. AH the generals, representatives, and soldiers, Avho had 
heard the advice Avhich he gave at the councils, three months before the 
capture of the toAvn, and Avitnessed his activity at the Avorks, anticipated a 
future career of glory to the young officer. Dugommier Avrofc to the Com- 
mittee of Public Safely in these Avords: — “Reward and promote that young 
man ; for, if you are ungrateful toAA'ards him, he Avill raise himself alone (5). 

ioulimnl' success procured for Napoleon the command of the artillery 

i’rlTiio j'i"7 the army of Italy during the campaign of I79f. Duincrbion, Avho 

time Alps, was advanced in years, submitted all the operations to a council 
of younger officers, among AYhom Napoleon and JIassena soon acquired a 
decided lead ; and tbe former, from the force of superior talents, gradually 
came to direct the Avbole operations of tbe campaign; and it Avas bis abi- 
lity Avbich procured for tbe French armies the capture of Saorgia, the Col di 
Tende, and all the higher chain of the Maritime Alps. These successes aAvak- 
ened in his ardent mind those lofty Ausions of andntion Avhich he was so soon 
destined to realize; one night, in June 1794, he spent on the summit of the 
Col di Tende, from whence at sunrise he beheld Avith delight the blue plains 
of Italy, already to his prophetic eye the theatre of glorious achievement ( 4 ). 

In July 1794, Napoleon AA’as sent by the Commissioners of the Conven- 


(t) Puclicss d’Abr. ii. 191. Los Cas. i, ICG. Nap, had attached liiinsclf, — Ne is one of those men of 
3.10, 13. whom nature is spnrmf?, Piid whom she docs^not 

So strongly /did Napoleon’s rhnraclcr impress throw upon the earth but with centuries between 
Junot at that lime, that he quitted his regiment to ihcin." [ D'Ahr. ii. 193. Las Cas, 1.165*] 
devote himself to his fortunes as aide-de-camp, and (2) Las Cas.ii. 156, 157. Scott, iii, 35. 

■wrote to his father in 1794, in answer to his cnqiii- (3) Nop. iiL tS- 

xies, what sort of Young man he was to whom he (4) Nap. iii. 26» 3i. 
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SfDt 10 ^^ tion to Genoa upon a «ccret mission, m-nlncli he as connected with 
Robespierre’s brother, then intrusted is ilh the supreme command 
otToulon This mission <a>cdliis life, the younger Robespierre, 
fornhom, at that period, he had concened the highest admiration, earnestly 
entreated ^apolton to accompanj him to Pans, n hither he nas returning to 
support Ins brother, but he was inflexible m his refusal. Had he yielded, he 
noul^ infalhhlj have shared the fate of both, anil the destinies of Europe 
isould have been changed As U nas, he was exposed, from his connexion 
with these leaders, to no inconsiderable dangers even on his Italian mission 
■Within a month after, he v\as, in consequence of the fall of Robespierre, ar- 
rested by the nen commissioners, whom the Thermidonen part) sent out to 
the army ofUalj, and made a narrow escape with lus life lie addressed, in 
cih Ao, 1 91 consequence, an energetic remonstrance to the commissioners, 
remarkable for the strong sense, condensed thought, and pow erful expression 
which it contains, while his friend iunot was so penetrated with grief at his 
aoih Aug misfortune, that he WTOte to the commissioners, protesting his in- 
nocence, and imploring to be allowed to share his caplnity It was attended 
Bmni.to complete success, a fortnight afterwards, he was prosisio- 

»*ri.Sfp« pally set at liberty, and immediately relumed to Pans lie was 
’ ' * ' ’ ’ sas de- 


I , ' • to the 

attack of the Sections on the Comention, m October 170S, he has himself 
described as the liappicst in Iu>hfc(2}. Living almost witlioul money, on tlic 
Iiounty of Ins friends, in coITec-houscs and theatres, his ardent imagination 
dwell incessanilv on the future, and visions floated across Ins mind, tinged 
' ’ ’ ’ • ' ’ ' ysthe path 

• • • , nmd Itself, 

' • • has in re- 

plenishing the secret fountains from which the joys or sorrows of existence 
arc drawTi During these davs of visionary romance, he dwelt with peculiar 
pleasure on Ins favourite idea of repairing to Constantinople and offering lus 
services to the Grand Signior, under the impression that things were too 
stable m the Western A\orbl, and lint it was m the East .alone that those 
great revolutions were to he eflccled, which at once immortalize llic names of 
llicir authors He cv on w ent so far as to prepare, and address to tlio I rcnch 
government, a memorial, in winch he olTorcd, with a few olTiccrs, who were 
w ilhng to follow hi» fortunes, to go to Turkey , to organize its forces again«t 
Russia , .a proposal which, if acccilcd In, would probably have changed tbc 
fate of the world Tins impression neverforsook him llirough life, it was, 
perhaps, the secret motive of the expedition to Moscow , and, even after all 
the glories of Ins subsequent career, he looked back with regret to ilicsc early 
visions (3); and, when speaking of Sir *iidncj Smith and the check at Acre, 
rcpcalcdl) said— “That man mademe miss m\ desimv ” 

II, d., I,,.- So low, how ever, were the fortunes of the future 1 mprror fallen 
at that period, that lie was frequently indebted to his friends for a 
meal, which he could not afford lo purchase himself His brother I ucien and 
lie brought the Mack bread received in their rations to Mailaine Dourrirnnr, 
and received fn cxcliangc loaves of while flour, winch slie Iiadclaiulestinclv, 


(0 r««r I CO Cl es *o utCii m nxw (sisriutn n ns c*> i ni ^ 
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IS irsuin 11 I s 



1796.] iiistohy of Europe. 9 

and at llie hazard of her life, received during the law of the MaximiiDij from 
a neighbouring confectioner. At this period she lodged in a new house in the 
Rue des Marais. Napoleon was very anxious to hire, with the assistance of 
his uncle, afterwards Cardinal Fesch, the one opposite. “With that house,” 
said he, “ the society of yourself, a few friends, and a cabriolet, I should he 
the happiest of men (1).” 

But another destiny awaited the young soldier. The approaching con- 
flict of the Convention with the Sections was the first circumstance Avhicli 
raised him from the obscurity into which he had recently fallen. His 
great abilities being known to several persons of influence in government, 
he was, on the first appearance of the approaching struggle, taken into 
the confidence of administration, and had been consulted by them for 
some months before the contest began. When the attack by Menou on the 
Section Le Pelletier failed, Napoleon was sent for. He found the 
Convention in the utmost agitation ; and measures of accommoda- 
tion with the insurgents were already talked of, when his firmness 
and decision saved the government. lie painted in such vivid co- 
lours the extreme peril of sharing the supreme authority between the mili- 
tary commander and three commissioners of the convention, that the com- 
mittee of public safety agreed to appoint Barras commander-in-chief, and 
Napoleon second in command. No sooner was this done than he dispatched 
at midnight a chief of squadron, named Murat (2), with three hundred horse, 
to seize the park of artillery lying at Sablons. He arrived a few minutes be- 
fore the troops of the sections, who came to obtain them for the insurgents ; 
and, by this decisive step, put at the disposal of government those formi- 
dable batteries, which, next day, spread death through the ranks of the na- 
tional guard, and, at one blow, extinguished the revolt. Barras declared in 
his report, that it was to Napoleon’s skilful disposition of the posts round the 
Tuileries that the success of the day Avas owing ; but be himself never ceased 
to larnent, that his first success in separate command should have been gained 
in cml dissension; and often said, in after times, that he AA'Ould giA^e many 
years of his life to tear that page from his history (5). 


Receives the 
rommand, 
from the ' 
Diiectoiy, 
on th»* i3th 
Vcndcmuurc, 


(1) Bour.i. 76, 81, 86, 

In those days Napoleon wore the grey great* 
coat, which has since become more celebrated than 
the white phiine of Ileniy IV; he had no gloves, 
for, as he said himself, they were a useless expense ; 
his hoots, ill made, were seldom hlachencd ; his 
yellow visage, meagre cottnlenance, and severe 
physiognomy, gave as little indication of his future 
appearance, as his fortunesdid of his future destiny. 
Salicclti had been the author of his arrest ** He 
did me all the mischief in his power,** said Napo- 
leon; hut my would not permit him to pie- 
vail.*’ [T)*Ahr. 5, 255, 256-] So early had the idea 
of a brilliant destiny taken possession of his mind. 
He afterwards made a generous return to his enemy; 
SaliccUi was ordered to he arrested by tbc Conven- 
tion after the condemnation of Romme, the chief of 
the conspirators, and he was concealed in the house 
of ’the mother of the future Duchess of Abranlcs. 
Napoleon learned the secret in conse(pience of a 
love intrigue between bis valet and tbcif maid ; but 
he concealed his knowledge, facilitated their escape, 
and sent a letter to his enemy on the road, inform- 
ing him of the return he had made for his male- 
volence. [Ihid. 351 ] 

(2) “ Mvwat” said Napoleon, “ was a most sin- 
gular character. He loved, I may rather say, adored 
me ; with me he was my right arm ; as without me 
he \Ya‘; nothing. Order Murat to attack and destroy 


four or five thousand men in such a direction, it 
was done in a moment ; leave him to himself, he 
was an imhccillc ■without judgment. In battle be was 
perhaps the bravest man in the world ; his boiling 
courage carried him into the midst of the enemy, 
covered with plumes and glittering with gold ; bow 
he escaped was a miracle, for, from being so dislin- 
guisbed a mark, every one fired at liira. The 
Cossacks admired bim on account of bis excessive 
bravery, Every day AInrat was engaged in single 
combat witli some of tbem, and returned with his 
sahre dripping with the blood of those he had 
slain. He was a Paladin in the field ; but in the 
cabinet destitute of either decision or judgment. 
— O’MrARi, ii. 96. 

f3) Hour. i. 90, 96. Nap. 5ii. 67, 74. 

Though not gifted witli the powers of popular 
oratory, Napoleon was not destitute of that ready 
talent which catches the idea most likely to divert 

the popu1acc,and frequently disarms them even m 
the moment of tlioir prrolr^t !rrit.ntion. AAlmn in 

commnnd at P.-int. after ihc snpprrs.=ion of tins 
revolt he ivas frequently hronqlit in collision wilIi 
the people in a slate of the utmost excitement : .nrnl 
on these occasions his presence of mind was as 
conspicnons as his humanity was admirahle. Above 
a hundred families, dunnR the dreadful famine 
which followed the suppression of the revolt of the 
Sections in the winter 1795— C, were saved, from 
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iiii itiir Tlic next ent m ^apol4k>^*s career \\ as not Icss important on his 
jM rwnr ultimate fortunes On occision of the general disarming of the 
inhabitants after the overthrow of the Sections, a boy of ten j ears of age came 
to request from hapolton, as general of the interior, that Ins father’s sword, 
which had been delivered up, should be restored to him His name was 
EcGfeMi BEVLnAR>vis, and hapoleon was so much struck by his appearance, 
tint he was induced not only to comply with the request, hut to visit his 
mother, Jo«6phinc Bcauhamais Her husband Iiad been one of the most 
elegant dancers of his daj, and from that quality was frcquentlv honoured 
w ith the hand of Mane Antoinette at the court balls Napok^on, w hose incli- 
nation already began to rev erl to the manners of the old regime, used to look 
around if tbc windows were closed, .and saj, “Now Ictus talk of the old 
court, let us make a lour to \cr«aiUcs” from thence arose the intimacy 
which led to his marriage with that ladj, and ultimatclj placed her on the 
throne of France (1) 

ii»r 1 1 > or, Her hislorj had been verv remarkable She w as born m the cst 
Indies, and it had early been prophesied, bj an old negress, that 
xr/ofVL* should lose her first husband, be extremely unfortunate, but 
b* ri«r» that she Miould afterwards be greater than a queen (2) Tins pro- 
phecy, the aulhcnticiU of wlucli is placed bejond a doubt, was fulfilled m 
the most singular manner Her first husband, Alexander Bcaulnrnais, n 
general m the armv on the Rhine, bad been guidoiined during ilic Reign of 
Terror, andslic herself, wlio was oho imprisoned at ilicsamc tunc, was only 
saved from impcnilmg dcatli li) the fail of Itolicspicrrc So strongly was the 
prophecy imprcv«cd on (lor mmd, that, while Ijing in the dungeons of the 
Concicrgerie, expecting every hour to be summoned to the revolutionary 
tribunal, «hc mcntionc<( iito her fellow pti'oncrs, and to amuse them, named 
some of them as ladies of ilic bedchamber, a]c>i which she afterwards lived 
to realize to one of their number (o) 
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Her clurac- .ToPl'phinc possessed all Ihc qualities lilted to excite admiration; 
graceful in her manners, alTeclionatc in her disposition, elegant in 
licr appearance, she was qualilicd both to a\Ynkcn the love, and form 
the happiness of the young general, ^Yhose fate Avas now united with her 
own. Her influence in suhsequent times, hen placed on Ihc throne, was 
never exerted hut for the purposes of humanity; and if her extravagance 
sometimes amounted to a fault, it was redeemed hy the readiness with which 
she gave car to the talc of suIVcring. Napoleon liimself said, after he had 
tasted of all the greatness of the world, that the chief happiness he had known 
in life had flowed from her alFcclion (1). 

Mnrrifs lier, In the first instance, however, motives of amhilion comhined 
ti’r Mm.*'” n ilh a softer feeling to fix Napoleon’s choice ; niadamc ncauharnais 
anny of""^ luul foriiied an intimacy in prison with Madame ronicnoy, Ihc clo- 
luij. quenl ntul hcautiful friend ofTallien : and she was an acknowledged 
favourite of lianas, at that period the loading character of Ihc Directory, 
though, with his usual volatility, he was not sorry of an opportunity of esta- 
hlishing her in marriage with Ihc young general (2) ; and his influence, after 
the fall of Robespierre, proiniscd to he of essential importance to Ihc rising 
ofiicer. 11c married her on the Olh March, ITflti; he himself heing in the 
twenty-sixth, and she in the twenty-eighth year of her age. At the same 
time, he laid before the Directory a plan for the Italian campaign, so remark- 
able for its originality and genius, as to attract the especial notice of the illus- 
trious Carnot, then minister at war. The united influence of these two 
directors, and the magnitude of the obligation with Napoleon had conferred 
■upon them, prevailed. AVitb .losephinc he received Ihc command of ihc 
Italian armies; and, twelve days after, set out for the Alps, taking with him 
two thousand louis-d’or for the use of the army, the whole specie which the 
treasury could furnish. The instructions of the Directory were, to do all in 
his power to revolutionize Piernont, ;md so intimidate the other Italian 
powers; to violate the neutrality of Genoa; seize the forts of .Savona; compel 
the Senate to furnish him with pecuniary supplies, and surrender the keys 
of Gavi, a fortress, perched on a rocky height, commanding the pass of the 
Bocchctla. In case of refusal, he was directed to carry it by assault. Ilis 
powers were limited to military operations, and the Directory reserved to 
themselves the exclusive power of concluding treaties of peace or truce ; a 
limitation which was speedily disregarded by the enterprising genius of the 
young conqueror (5). 

At this period, the military forces of the Italian states amounted to one 
hundred and sixty thousand men under arms, which could with case have 
raised, from a population of nineteen millions, three hundred thousand. 
But, with the exception of the Piedmontese troops, this military array was 
of no real use; except when led on by French officers, the soldiers of the 
other Italian states have never been able to bear the sight of the French or 
Austrian bayonets (4). 

Bitterly did Italy sufler for Ibis decay in her national spirit, and extinc- 

ridnr, and l!ic terrible voice of our jailer, wlio said ,.ind delicacy peculiar to bcrsclf. 1 never saw her 
to dog, giviog liiin, ol iV.c same tiuc, a kick, acl iiielcgaiilly iko whoic ti»oc wc lived logelhcr. 
‘Gel on, ;jou cursed Robespierre/ Thai coarse Her toilci w.is a perfect arsenal ; and she efrectually 
piiraso at once tauglil us that we had nothing lo defended herself against assaults of time. — 
and that France was saved/'— de Jose* O'Mcara, ii. lOI • 
vhine, i 252, 253. (2) Hard. iii. 301. , ^ . ■« . 

(1) Four. i. lOl ; viii. 372. Scott, iii, 83. (3) Hard. iii. 302 303- Las Gas. 1 . 173, Bour. i- 

“Josephine," said I'^apolcoii, “ wdis grace 103. Scott, iii. 83> 84- 
personified, F.vcrytliing she did was with a grace (4) 'fh. viii, 220* Kap. ni. 129, 130. 
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caiamitin tioR of licf military coongc. >\ith the French invasion com- 
menced a long period of suffering * ij rannv, under the name of 
wMon J'bortj , rapine, under the name of gcnerosilj ; cjcilemenl among 
• iw'y^ the poor, spolnlion among therich, clamour in public against the 
’* ers of freedom 

■ oscwhoaimed 

„ j ■ ■ ^ . • ' * , ■ universal ex- 

tinction of It in action, the stripping of churches; the robberj of hospitals; 
the levelling of the palaces of the great, and the destruction of the cottages 
of the poor, — all that mihtarj licence has of most terrible, all that despotic 

_ .U , . , 1 -r r.'Ac* Tl o« .1 7 l,nr p«nr.lA /a^I t\ aJ nClllier 

I . ■ * ■ • ■ ; the per- 

■ • ‘ ' ' ugour to 

inherit, or the courage to defend them ( 1) 
suwotibf "NMien Napokon assumed the command of the army in the end of 
Irmy'wbra ilarcli, lic fouod c\crj thing m the most miserable state. The 
cITicicnt force under arms, and ready for offemn c operations, did 
exceed forty-two thousand men, but it was continually rcin- 
• 9^ forced by troops from the depots in the interior, after Napokon’s 
successes commenced , so that, notwithstanding ihe losses of the campaign, 
it was maintained throughout at that amount The artillery did not exceed 
sixty pieces, and the cai airy was almost dismounted , but the garrisons m 
the rear, amounting to eight thousand men, could furnish supplies when the 
war was rcmoicdfrom the frontier and the arsenals of Nice and Antibes were 
well proMded with artillery for a \cry long period Ihe soldiers of all ranks 
Ind suffered the extremity of w ant Perched on the inhospitable summits of 
(lie Apennines, they liad enjoyed neither tents nor shelter, magazines they 

1 1 , ,1 .. . w . - . . .. , 


the effect of the depreciation of paper, had for years rcceneil only eight 
francs a month of pay ; and the staff was eiilircU on fool On one occasion the 
Pircctory had awarded a gratification of three louis-d’or to each general of 
di\ ision , and the future marshals and princes of the empire suhsislcd for 
long on the liuiiihlc present But, considered with reference to their skill 
.•uul warlike qualities, the army presented a very different aspect, and were, 
beyond all question, the most efficient one which the republic possessed. 
Composed, for the most part, of voung soldiers, wliom the great loicsof 
had iironghl into the field, they liad been mured to hardship and privations 
during the suliscqiiciit campaigns m the Pyrenees and Jlarilime Alps ; a spe- 
fiCs of warfare which, by leading dciarhed parties coutimially into diflictiU 
and perilous situations, is smgularlv calculated lo strengthen the frame, and 
augment the intelligence of thcsoldiir. “ Poveriv,”sajs Napoleon, “ priva- 
tions, misery, arc the school of good soldier. " Its spirit had licen greatly clc- 

. •• • • . ; I ■ ■ ■ . I • I 

of mcirfuinre ii,.hud; 

bcrthicr,al>ovc forty years of age, «on of a geographical aru>t, was cluef of 
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Cinrartrr of the stad', a situation ■wliioli he continued to hold in all thecainpaigns 
Tlcrlliifr. of Napoleon, down to the battle of 'Waterloo. Active, iudcfalignhle 
alike on horseback and in the cahiucl, he was admirably qualilicd to d* - 
charge the duties of that important situation, without being possessed of the 
originality and decision requisite for a commandcr-iu-chief. He was pci-fcclly 
master of the geography of every country which the army was to enter, 
understood thoroiighly the use of maps, and could calculate with admirable 
precision the time requisite for the difl'erent corps to arrive at the ground 
assigned to them, as well as direct in a lucid manner the course they were to 
pursue (1). 

Masst'ua, a native of Nice, was a lieutenant in the regiment of 
Royal Italians when the Revolution broke out, htU rose rapidly to the rank 
of general of division, (lifted by nature with a robust, frame, indefatigable in 
exertion, unconquerable in resolution, he was to he seen night and day oti 
horseback, among the rocks and the mountains. Decided, brave, and in- 
trepid,- full of ambition, his loading characteristic was obstinacy; a quality 
which, according as it is right or wrong directed, leads to the greatest suc- 
cesses, or the most ruinous disasters. His conversation gave few indications 
of genius; hut at the first cannon-shot liis mental energy redoubled, and 
when surrounded by d.angcr, his thoughts were clear and forcible. In the 
midst of the dying and the dead, of balls sweeping away those who encircled 
him, JIassena was himself, and gave his orders with the greatest coolness and 
precision. Even after defeat, he recommenced the struggle as if he had come 
oIT victorious; and by these means saved the republic at the battle of Zurich. 
But these great (lualilics v. cre disfigured by as great vices. He was rapacious, 
sordid; and avaricious; shared the profits of the contractors and couimis- 
sarips, and never could keep himself clear from acts of peculation (2). 

Augercau. Augcrcau, born in the faubourg St.-Marccau, shared in the opi- 
nions of the democratic quarter from which he sprung, lie had served with 
distinction both in la "N' endec and the Pyrenees. ^Suth little education, hardly 
any knowledge, no reach of mind, he was yet beloved by the soldiers, from 
the order and discipline which he always enforced. His attacks were con- 
ducted with courage and regularity, and he led his columns with invincible 
resolution during the fire; but he had not the moral firmness requisite for 
lasting success, and was frequently thrown into unreasonable dejection 
shortly after his greatest triumphs. His political opinions led him to sym- 
pathize with the extreme Republicans; but no man was less fitted by nature, 
either to understand, or shine in, the civil contests in which he was always 
so desirous to engage (5). 

Serruricr.' Serrurier, born in the department of the Aisne, was a major at 
the commencement of the Revolution, and incurred many dangers in its 
early wars, from the suspicion of a secret leaning to the aristocracy under 
which he laboured. He was brave in person, firm in conduct, and severe in 
discipline; but, though he gained the battle of Mondovi, and took Mantua, he 
was not in general fortunate in his operations, and became a marshal of 
France, with less military , glory than any of his other illustrious com- 
peers (4). 

AUicd°ror'° Ott .dte other hand, the Allies had above fifty thousand men, and 
ecs!' 200 pieces of cannon ; while the Sardinian army, of twenty-four 


(1) Nap.iii. 185. 

(2) Nap. iii. 187, O’Meara, i. 233. 


(3) Nap. !ii. 188. 
[i) Ibid. 190. 
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At.d»tDcgo arms, ^Tilh fifleen hundred men. Meanwhile, hapol^on himself, 
with the divisions of Slass^na and La Harpe, attacked and earned Dego after 
an obstinate resistance, while loubcrt made himself master of the heights of 
Biestro The retreat of the Austrians was obstructed h) the artillcr) , which 
blocked up tlic road in the defile of Spegno, and the soldiers had no other 
resource but to disperse and seek their safety on the mountains. Thirteen 
pieces of artillerj and three thousand prisoners fell into the hands of the 
V iclors. No sooner was this success achieved, than the indefatigable coiKjucror 
moved forward the division of Augcrcau, now di‘>cngagcd by tbc surrender 
of Provera, to the important heights of Monte Zemolo, the occupation of 
which completed the separation of the Austrian and Pieraontcsc armies 
Beaulieu retired to Acqui, on the road (o 31ilan, and Colii towards Ceva, to 
cover Turin (d) 

Meanwhile the brave Miikossowich, at the licad of •^n thousand 
Austrian grenadiers, made a movement which, if supported, might 
liavccomplelelj rixistablishcd the affairs of the Allies, Separated 
from the hodv of the Imperial forces, he advanced to Dego, with the inten- 
tion of forming a junction with dhVrgcnlcati, who he imagined still occupied 
that place Great was hia surprise when he found it in the hands of the cncmjJ; 
hut instantlv taking lus resolution, like a brave man, he attacked and earned 


(he dcstrviction of (lie brave men who had achieved it. Aapoti^on instantly 
witih It returned to the spot, and commenced a Mgoroii» attack with su- 
r.Twv" penorforcos They were received with such gallantr) hv the Aus- , 
inans, tliat the Bcpublican columns were m tlie first instance 
r«ii» repulsed in disorder, and the gcncrat-in-cliicf hastened to the spot 
(o restore the conibit , but at length General Unus<c, putting his hat on the j 


this action NapolOonwas parti<;ularlj struck by the gallantry of a young chief 
of Iwittahon, whom he made a colonel on the spot, and who continued ever 
after the companion of hi> glory lli> iiaincwavr vNsrs,nftcrv\ardsnukcof 
MontChcUo, and one of the most heroic marshals of the empire (2). 

Aitw.i .f After (he hatdc of Hego, I,a ilarpc's division was placed to keep 
the shattered remains of Beaulieu's forces m check, while the weight 
M of the army was movcil acaiiist (he Sardinian troops Augcrcau 
(Irov c the Piedmontese from (he hciglits of Monte Zemolo, and soon 



siirroimdcd from afar (lie promised land It wasa siilitimc *.pcclaple wlirn 
(he iroojis arrived on this elevated point, and (he soldurs, exhausted with 

> , . . 1 ^ Xl Hi , I Tl) 319 lljra. Van.lrraf«<nlitt,. II* IntlwiulJ 
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fnliguc, and ovenYliclmcd with the grandeur of the sight, paused and gazed 
on (he plains hcncalh. Tlicsc gigantic harriers, apparently the limits of the 
world, which nature had rendered so formidable, and on which art had la- 
vished its treasures, had fallen as if by enchantment. “ Hannibal,” said Na- 
poleon, fixing his eyes on the mountains, “has forced the Alps, but we have 
turned them.” Soon after (he troops descended the ridge, passed the Tanaro, 
and found themselves in (he Italian plains ( 1 ). 

Serrurier was now detached hy the bridge of St. -Michael to turn the right 
of Colli, who occupied the intrenched camp of Cevo, while Massena passed - 
the Tanaro to turn his left. The Piedmontese, who were about eight thou- 
sand strong, defended the camp in the first instance with success ; hut, find- 
ing their communications on the pointof being lost, they retired in the night, 
and took a position behind the deep and rapid torrent of the Cursaglia. There 
1911. Anrji. tliey were assailed, on the following day, by Serrurier, -who forced 
trmmrr^ tlic bridge of St.-Michacl; while .loubcrt, who had waded through 
«itit Colli. j],(j torrent farther up, in vain endeavoured to induce his followers 
to pass, and was obliged, after incurring the greatest risks, (0 retire. Re- 
lieved now from all anxiety about his flank, Colli fell, with all bis forces, on 
Serrurier, and, after a severe action, drove hiih bade again over (he bridge, 
with the loss of six hundred men (2). 

Doiigrr of Tliis clieclc exposed NapoltW to imminent danger. Colli occupied 
Napoleon, stroiig positioii at Mondovi in his front, while Rcaulieu, with an 
army still formidable, was in his rear, and might easily resume offensive ope- 
rations. A council of war was held in the night, at which it was unanimously 
resolved, notwithstanding the fatigue of the troops, to resume the attack on 
the following day. All the dispositions, accordingly, were made for a renewed 
assault on the bridge, with increased forces; but, on arriving at the advanced 
posts at daybreak, they found them .abandoned by (he enemy, Avho had fought 
only in order to gain time for (he evacuation of the magazines in his rear, 
list April, and had retired in (he night to Mondovi. He was overtaken, how- 
ever, in his retreat, ne.ar Mondovi, by the indefatigable victor, who had seized 
a strong position, where ho hoped to arrest the enemy. The RcpubJicaiis 
Aclinns at immediately advanced to the assault, and; though Serrurier was 

wondovi. defeated in the centre by the brave grenadiers of Dicbat, yet that 

courageous general having been struck dead by a cannon-ball at the moment 
when his troops, somewhat disordered by success, were assailed in flank by 
superior forces, the Piedmontese were thrown into confusion, and Serrurier, 
resuming the offensive, attacked and carried the redoubt of Bicoque, the 
principal defence of the position, and completed the victory. Colli retired to 
Chcrasco, with the loss of two thousand men, eight cannon, and eleven stan- 
dards. Thither he Avas folloAved by Napoleon, Avbo occupied that toAvn, Avbicb, 
though fortified, and important by its position at the confluence of the Slura 
and the Tanaro, was not armed, and incapable of resistance; and, by so 
doing, not only acquired a firm footing in the interior, of Piemont, but made 
himself master of extensive magazines ( 5 ). 

Immense This important success speedily changed thesitualion of iheFrench 
gahi'rTbr ttmiy. Having descended from the sterile and inhospitable sum- 
bMh'cs'r* roits of the Alps, they found themselves, though still among the 
operations, mountains, in. communication with the rich and fertile plains of 

(3) Til. viii. 234. N.-T. »'• ISO' 02' 05. 

N.'' 


(1) Nap. ii!. 147 . Th. v!ii. 233. 

(2) Th. Tiii. 233. Join, viii. 88) 91. Hard. iii. 


m. 
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n,triam At the <531110 tiiTic, hc dcspatchcd his aide-de-camp, Murat, Tilth 
to Standards taken, to Paris, and addressed to his «oldiers one ol 


oue-and-tncnt) standards, fift)-li\e pieces of cannon, mam strong places, 
and conquered the richest part of Piedmont, jouVaicroadcnficen thou'^and 
prisoners, killed or Mounded ten thousand men Ilitlicrto jou haiefouglit 
on sterile rocks, illustrious, indeed, bj your courige, but of no avail to jour 
country, non jou ri\al, bj jour scniccs, the armies of the Rhine and the 
horlli Destitute at first, jou have supplied cverj thing '\ou has e gained 
battles Milhoul cannons, passed risers Milhout bridges, made forced marches 
without shoes, bnouacked nilhout bread* The phalanxes of the Republic 
—the soldiers of lihcrlj , — iverc alone capable of such saenf ces But, soldiers, 
j oil hai e done nothing, Mhile anj thing remains to do ^ellher Turin nor 
Milan is m jour hands, the ashes of the conqueror of Tarqum arc still 
trampled on by the ossa«5ins of Bassciillc* 1 am told that there arc some 
among jou nhosc courage is gmng naj , nbo would rather return to the 
summits of the Alps and the Apennines ^o— I cannot believe it Tlic con- 
querors of Montcnolic, of Millcsimo, of Dego, of Mondoi i, bum to carrj still 
farther the glories of the French namc(i)l” 
uxnx fit «» " hen these successive victories, these standards, these proclama- 
uHiirr t> 0 Ps, arrived day after day at Pans, the joj of the people Knew 
i«off po bounds The lirst daj the gattt of the Alps were opened, llic 
next, the Austrians were separated from the Piedmontese, the third, the Sar- 
dinian army was destrojed, and the fortresses surrendered Tlic rapiditj of 
the success, the number of the prisoners, exceeded all that had jelUcnwit- 
Tiesscd Fverj one asked, who was this joung conqueror whose fame had 
burst forth «o suddenlj, and whose proclamations brraihcd the spirit of 
ancient glorj 7 Three times the CoiinciU decreed tlial llic army of Italj had 
deserved well of their counlrj, and appointed a fOic to^lClorJ, in honour of 
the commencement of the campaign (2) 

Having secured Ins rear bj this advantageous treaty, Napoldon 
lost no time in pursuing the di<comfitcd remains of Beaulieus 
armv, winch had retired behind thePo, m the hope of covering the Milanc<c 
tcrrilorj The forces of the Austrnns were plainlj no* unequal to the 
struggle, a coup dc main, which Brauhcit alirmptcd on the fortresses of 
Alexandria, Torlona, and Nalcncc, faded, and Ihev were immediately after 
surrendered to the Republicans, winlc ilic army of ^apoh*on was about to 
w 1)0 uiiilcil to the corps of kollonnann, and the division of the Col 

di Tende now rendered disjMisible, bv ihc conclusion orihear}i)]$lJce,a nin- 
forcement of abov e tw entj thousand men .Napoldon, on his side, indulged the 
most hrdhant anticipations , and conlidenilv announced to the Bircctory that 
he would cross the i’o, expel the \ustrianv from the Milanese tcrriton, tra- 
verse the mountains of the TvtoI, unite with the army of the Rhine, and 
carrj the war, bj the valley of the itanube, Into ibe heart of the Imperial 
dominions (o' 
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Byin?crtinrrn rlniKO in tlic trrnly with Uio Hint: ofSanlinin, tlinl llio French 
army was to be at liberty to cro<> the Po at Valence, he. completely deceived 
thcAnstrians a^ to the place where the pns‘-n!:e wa'S to be cfl'erted. The whole 
attention of ncatdicu havinp been drawn to that |)nint, the republican forces 
were rapidly moved to Placentia, and be;:aj> to enws the river in boats at that 
o'. Mi,, jdace. hatincs was the fir<t who cflVcted the passage, and the other 


rohinms sontJ crossed with stich rapidity that a linn footing was 


ITTuu'i ' established on the opposite bank, and twt) days afterwards A'apoleon 
ivMii.ft!, nrrivCil with the bnlk of his forces and established a bridge. By 
this skilfnl march not only the Po was pa>-sc«l. but the Ticino turned, as Pla- 
centia is below its junction with the former river; so that one great obstacle 
to thcconqtiest of Lombardy was already removed {1). 

Beanlicti was now considerably reinforced, and his forces amotinicd to 
thirty-six battalions, ami foriy-fonr sqttadrons, besides lid pieces of cannon, 
in all nearly forty thousand men. He was at Pavia, luisih engaged in erecting 
fortifications, when he received inlelligetice of the jiassaue at Placentia. Ho 
immediately moved forward his advanced guard, consisiiog of three, thousand 
infantry, and two thousand horse, under f.eneral I.iplay, to Pombio, a small 
town a short distatice. from the republican posts. .Xapole'on, who feared that 
he might he strengthened in this position, and was well aware of the danger 
of fighting a general battle with a great river in bis rear, lost no time in mov- 
ing forward his forces to dislodge him. IVAllemagne, at the head of the 
Ariion, « grenadiers, attacked on the right ; I.anusce by the chaussce on the 
ro-nbio. centre; anrl I.annes on the left. After a vigorous resistance, the 
Austrians were expelled from the town, with the loss of above a thousand 
men. Liptny fell back to Pizzighitonc (2). Meanwhile, neanlien was advan- 
cing with the bulk of his forces; and the leading division of his army sur- 
prised General l.a Harpe in the night, who was killed while bravely fighting 
at the head of his division, hut not before the .\ustrians had been e,ompeIlcd 
to retire. 


CsphuTaifon The French troops having now entered tipon the stales of Parma, 
M-'ror"' of importance to establish matters on a pacific footing in 
i'ann.i. {jjgjp bcforc prcssiug focwacd to .Milan. The Grand Duke had 
no military resources whatever; the victor, therefore, resolved to grant him 
terms, upon the surrender of what he bad to give. He was obliged to pay 
2,000;000 of francs in silver, and to furnish 1000 artillcry-borscs, of ^^hich 
the army stood in great need, besides great supplies of corn and provisions. 
But on this occasion Isapoleon commenced anotber species of military contri- 
bution, nhich be has himself confe.ssed was unparalleled in modern warfare, 
that of exacting from .the vanquished the surrender of their most precious 
works of art. Parma was compelled to give up twenty of its principal paint- 
ings, among which was the celebrated S.-.lcromc by Correggio. The Duke 
ollered a million of francs as a ransom for that inestimable -work of art, which 
many of his officers urged the French general to accept, as of much more 
service to the army than the painting; but Kapoleon, whose mind was fixed 
on greater things, replied, — “ The million which he offers us would soon ])c 


^vccks, and give me Tvariunj; ; I will {;c*t posscfSion 
of Valoiicc,* and marcli upon Turin. - On tlir other 
liandf I shall impose n ronlrihulion of some mil* 
hons on the Duke of Parma, dctaili twelve ihoucand 
men to Rome, as soon as 1 have beaten Rcaulien and 
driven him across the Adige, and wlicn I am assured 
that you -will conchidc peace with the Kinp of S.ir- 


tUna. anaslrct.Rll>rn.Ticl.ylI.';nr'"> of^‘^”<’™nnn. 

Vsto(:o„<.n,I.jnn .m-an.nM.KC .1 to pay Mon, 
mllwu’^.-Soorcl Doy,<-lo/- to D,rcotoo\^m Apod. 

170G. Corrnp.Seoihio 

1 ) Nap. iii. ICO. TI.. V.... 254, 257. -lo.n. v.... 
“(% TI., vili, 25S. »GC. Jom. Tiii. 117. 
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the conquered slates, ivhich Ihe French generals afternards car- 
!<V*os ® height, and which produced the noble gallery of the 
tM French have since had good reason to congratulate 

themsehes tint the Allies did no! follow their bad example; and 
that on occasion of the second capture of Pans, they had the generosity to 
content thcrasch cs w ith enforcing restitution of the abstracted spoils, w ith- 
oul, like them, compelling the surrender of those that had been legitimately 
acquired Certainly it is impossible to condemn too slrongl) a use of the 
powers of conquest, which extends the ravages of war into the peaceful do- 
main of the fine arts , w Inch transplants the monuments of genius from the 
regions n here they have arisen, and n here they can nghtlj lie appreciated, 
to those where they are exotics, and iheirvaUiecannot be understood; which 
renders them, instead of being the proud legacy of genius to its country, the 
mere ensign of a i ictor’s glory ; which exposes them to be losscd about by the 
tide of conquest, and subjected to irreparable injury in following the fleeting 
career of success; andconscrls works, destined to elevate and captivate the 
human race, into the subject of angry contention, and the trophies of tem- 
porary subjugation 

Tmtw« On the fOth, Napoleon marched towards Milan; hut, before arrlr- 
‘ r- •• » * T • ’ * • *T . 


llicir forces had retired to Cas«.mo, and the ncighbonrhood of Milan. Dy a 
rapid advance, ho hoped to cut otT the bulk of ihcir troops from the heredi- 
tary states, and make them prisoners , hul, as there was not a moment to he 
lost in achiet mg tlie mos ements requisite to attain this object, he resolscd to 
force Ihe bridge, and thus get into ihcir rear He Jnm^clf arrived at Lodi, at 
the head of the grenadiers d’AHemignc; upon which, the Austrians w ilhdrew 
from the town, and crossed themer; drawing up ilicir infantry, with twenty 
picrc-j of cannon, at the further extremity of the bridge, to defend the 
passigc ^^pol^on immcdniely directed Ecaumont, with all the cavalry 
of the arm', to pais at a ford half a league furtlicr up, s\ bile he himself di- 
rcciid all tlic artillery which Ind come up against the Austrian baiicry, 
and formed six thousand grenadiers in close column, under eoscrof the 
houses at Ins own end of the bridge No sooner did he pcrccuc that ihcdiv- 
dnrge of the \iiitrian arlilJcn was liegmning tosheken, from thec/Tocl of 
the Hcuch fire, and that the i>a«s3ge of the cavalry on tbcir flank had com- 
. , it ,, t t - f , . — words to his soldiers, and gave 

« ■ ■ . ■ , ; forward through a cloud of 

V . ' ' ■ ■ V 'he bridge The Icrnhle storm of 

w.j grape-shot for a moment arrested their progress; but finding thenv- 
srlvessuppnrted hj a cloud of iiradleurs, who waded the slrram J*elow the 
arches, and Icvl on liy their diunllcss general, they soon recovereil, and, rusli* 
lug forward witli roi'lle^s fiin.cimcd the Austrian puns, and drove hick 
Ihclrlnfiiilry Had the V renrh cavalry been iradj to profit by (he confusion, 
the whole corps of the Imperialists would havel»een destroyed; but, as It had 
not yet come up, their numerous sqiiadruns protected the nircat of the Jn- 


(!' H.,. I irs VI. sw an 
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fnniry, ^vliioh retired with the lo.'-; of two thousN'ind men, nnd Iwonly pioccs 
ofcnmiou. Tholo';!: of the victor,^ wns at least n? prenl. The ol)joct of tiiis hold 
inonsurc wn? indeed lost. for the Au'^trian*;, whom it had heen intended to cut 
off, had meanwhile pained the ehans'^ee of Itresria, nnd made pood their re- 
treat (1); hut it eontrihnted preatly to exalt the character nnd elevate the 
courage of the Uepuhlican troops, hy in-ipirinp them with the helicf that 
nothing could resist them ; and it made a deep impression on the mind of 
Knpolcon, who over after slvlcd it “ the terrible passatic of the bridge of 
I.odid' 

The victory at I.odi had an extraordinary efleet on the I'rench army. After 
each success, the old soldiers, who had at lirst been somewhat distrustful of 
their young commander, asscmhlcil. ami pa\e him a new step* of j)ronintion. 
He was made a corporal at I.odi; and the stirnainc of “ he Petit (iaporal,” 
thence acquired, ^Yas long remendmred in the army. ^Vhen, in ISl.'i, he. was 
met hy the battalion sent against him from the fortress of (Ircnohle, the sol- 
diers, the moment they saw him. exelaimcd, “ l.onp live our little corporal ! 
wc will never oppose him.” Nor did this fearful passage produce a less power- 
ful impression on the mind of the general, “The lAth Yendi'miaire, and the 
victory of Montcnoitc,” said Najioleon, “ did not induce me to believe myself 
a superior character. It was after the passage of I.odi that the idea shot across 
my mind, that I might become a decisive actor on the political theatre. Then 
arose, for the lirst time, the spark of great ambition (2).” 

After this disaster, llcaulicu retired behind llic .Mincio, leaving Milan to its 
fate; and Pizzighilonc, with its garrison of live hundred men, capitulated. 
Serrurier was placed at Cremona, from whence he observed the garrison of 
Mantua, while .\ugcrcau puslicd on from Pi/./.ighitonc to Pavia. On the loth, 
KiHroii Napoleon made his triumphal entry into Milan at the head of his 
Mibn*. troops, with all the pomp of war, to the sound of military music, 

amidst the acclamations of an immense concourse of spectators, and through 
the lines of the national guard, dressed in tlirce colours, in honour of the 
tricolor flag (o). 

Ill, prrfb- On this occasion the conqueror addrc.sscd to his soldiers another 
of those heart-stirring jmoclamations which so powerfully contri- 

trojiu. huted to electrify the ardent imagination of the Italians, and added 
so much to the influence of his victories. — “ Soldiers! you have descended 
like a torrent from the summit of the Apennines; yon have overwhelmed 
and dispersed every thing which oppo.sed your progress. Piedmont, deli- 
vered from the tyranny of Austria, has fell itself at liberty to indulge its 
natural inclination for peace, and for a I'rench alliance ; Milan is in your 
hands; and (he Rcpulilican standards wave over tlic whole of Lombardy. 
The Dukes of Parma and Jlodena owe their existence only to your generosity. 
The army which menaced yon with so much pride, can now no longer find 
a harrier to protect itself against your arms : the Po, the Ticinio, the Adda, 
have not heen able to slop you a single day; these boasted bulwarks of Italy 
have proved as nugatory as the Alps. Such a career of success has carried 
joy into the bosom of your country : fetes in honour of your victories have 
heen ordered by the National Representatives in all the communes of the 
Republic; there, your parents, your xvives, your sisters, your lovers, rejoice 
at your success, and glory in their connexion with you. Yes, soldiers! you 
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have Indeed done much , hut much still remains to he done Shall posterity 
say lhatve knen hoii to conquer, but not hovi to improve Tjctorv? Shall 
TIC find a Capua in Lombardy’ The hour of vengeance has struck, but the 
peopleof all nations may rest in pcatc, wearethefricndsofcver> people, and 
especially of the descendants of Crulus,Scipio, and the other great men whom 
we have taken for examples To restore the Capitol; to replace there the 
statues of the heroes who have reudered it immortal, to rouse the Romans 
from centuries of slavery— such will he the fruit of our victories . they will 
form an era m history ; to y ou w ill belong the glory of having changed the face 
of the most beautiful part of Europe. The French people, free within and 
dreaded w ilhout, will giv e to Europe a glorious 1)6300, w Inch w ill indemnify 
her for all the sacrifices she has made for ilie last sit years Then you will 
return to your homes, and your fellow-citircns will saj of cad) of you m 
passing—* Uc was a soldier in the army of Italy (1 ) I *" 

FntbotiMm Great was the enthusiasm, unbounded tbeyoy , winch these nnpa- 
tbw'wV rallcled successes and eloquent words ciciled among all that ardent 
and generous part of the Italian people, who panted for civil liberty 
and national independence To them Napoleon appeared as the 
loir destined regenerator of Italy, the hero who was to achieve tlicir 
liberation from Transalpine oppression, and bring back the glorious days of 
Romanvirtuc. Ilis burning words, his splendid actions, the ancient cast of 
lus thoughts, diffused an universal onchantmcnl. Even the coolest heads 
began to turn at liiclinlliani career thus begun, by a general notyctsix^and* 
twenty years of age, and the boundless anticipations of future triumph of 
which bespoke with prophetic certainly From every part of Italy the young 
and the ardent flocked to tlifan, balls and festivities gave token of the uni* 
>crsal joy ; every word and look of the conqueror was watched, the patriots 
compared him to Scipto and Hannibal, and the ladies on the popular side 
knew no hounds to their adufation (2). 
cn..i «!,. But this illusion was of short duration, and Italy was soon destined 
Kl'iruiti* to experience the bitter fate and cruel degradation of every pcojdc 
deliverance to foreign assistance In the midst 
irbuibra of the general joy, a contribution of twenty millions of francs, or 
L 800,000 sterling, struck. Milan with aslonishmcnl,aiul wounded the lialnns 
in their tcndcrest part— their domestic and economical arrangements So 
enormous a contribution upon a single city seemed scarcely possible to be 
TcaViit-fi , \f£A V\ie rwtnfi lA \Vic 'nttur dfiettfi tid a’llemativ c Rrcat requisi- 
tions were at the same lime made of horses for Hie arlilJery and cavalry m all 
the Milanese Icmtory ; and provisions were amassed on all sides, at the ex- 
pense of the inhabitants, for winch Uicy rcicived nothing, or Republican 
I tvii .7 papcrofnovaluc NordMllbcRukcotModenarscapemorccasily/ 
He was compelled to purcinsc peace by a contribution of ten millions of 
francs m money, or stores for the army, and to submit to the exaction of 
twenty paintings from bis gallery for the Repubhean museum liberated 
Italy vvas treated willi more seventy than is generally tfie lot of conquered 
states (H). 

w.r Thus commenced the sv stem of** making warsupporl war,” which 

contributed so much to the early success of the llrpuMican arms, 
which compensated for all the penury and exhaustion of the Repiibllean ler- 
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ritory, which raised lo the clouds the glory of the empire, and occasioued 
.with certainly its ultimate destruction. France, abounding with men, but 
destitute of resources, — incapable of supporting war, from the entire stoppage 
of domestic industry, but teeming with a restless and indigent population, — 
found in this system the means of advancement and opulence. While the 
other armies of the Republic were suffering under the horrors of penury, and 
could hardly find food for tbeir support, or clothes for their covering, the 
army of Italy was rolling in opulence, and the spoils of vanquished states 
gave them every enjoyment of life. From that time there was no want of sol- 
diers to follow the career of the conqueror; the Alps were covered with files 
of troops pressing forward to the theatre of glory, and all the chasms occa- 
sioned by the relentless system of war which be followed, were filled up by 
the multitudes whom the illusion of victory brought to his standard (1). 

But the Republican soldiers were far from anticipating the terrible reverses 
to which this system of spoliation was ultimately to lead, or that France was 
. destined lo groan under exactions, as severe as those she now so liberally in- 
flicted upon others. Clothed, fed, and lodged at the expense of the Milanese, 
the soldiers pursued with thoughtless eagerness the career of glory which 
was stretched before them. The artillery, the cavalry, were soon in the finest 
condition, and hospitals established for fifteen thousand sick in the different 
towns in the conquered territory ; for to that immense number had the ra- 
pidity of the marches, and the multiplicity of the combats, swelled the hospi- 
tal train. Having amply provided for his own army, Napoldon dispatched 
several millions by the route of Genoa for the service of the Directory, and 
one million over the Alps to Moreau, to relieve thepressing wants of the army 
of the Upper Rhine (2). ' 

Tue Direct- Thcsc gTcat succcsscs already began to inspire the French Govern- 
oniii power, ment with jealousy of their lieutenant, and they in consequence 
potfSn ' transmitted an order by which Kellcrmann, whilh twenty thousand 
Rome-He Command on the left bank of the P6, and cover the 

refuses. sicgc of Mantua, while Napoleon, with the remainder of the forces, 
was to march upon Rome and Naples. But he Avas both too proud to submit 
to any division of his authority, and too sagacious not to see that by thus se- 
parating the forces, and leaving only a small army in the north of Italy, the 
Austrians would speedily regain their lost ground, drive their inconsiderable 
opponents over the Alps, and cut off, without the possibility of escape, the 
corps in tbe south of the Peninsula. He, therefore, at once resigned his com- 
mand, accompanying it with the observation, that one bad general is better 
than two good ones. The Directory, however, unable to dispense Avilh the 
services of their youthful oIBcer, immediately reinstated him, and abandoned 
tbeir project, which was indeed in itself so absurd as Avould have thrown 
gi-eat doubts on the military capacity of Carnot, the minister at war, if it bad 
not in reality been suggested by the AAish lo extinguish the rising ambition 
of Napoleon (3). 


t) Th. viii.137.2fl5, 266. 

Th. viii. 266. Nap. Cor. Gonf. i. 159. 

S) Th. 269 Nap.iii. 164. Jovn, -viii. 1^3, ' 
Napulpou on ihis occasion wrote to Carnol:— 
“Kellcrmann would command the army as well as 
I ; for no one is morcsconvinccd than 1 am of the 
•courage and audacity of the soldiers ; hut to unite 
us logcther would ruin every thing. 1 will not 
serve with a man who considers himself the first 
general in Europe ; and it is heller to have one had 
general lhant>Yo good ones. War is, like goveru- 


incnt, decided in a great degree by tact.” To Ihe 
Directory he observed, — ** 11 is in the highest de* 
gree impolitic lo divide into army of Italy, 

and not less adverse lo the intcrcsts of the Ecpuhlir, 
to place at its head two different generals. ,The ex- 
pedition to Leghorn, Rome, and Naples, is a verj^ 
inconsiderable matter, and should be made by 
divisions in echclion, ready, at a moment^s warn- 
ing, to wheel about and face the Austrians on the 
Adige. To perform it with success, both armies 
must be under the command of one general. 1 hare 
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TNhichljeTvasaftervrardsso strongly actuated, and tvhich had so -powerful 
a share in conlribuling to hU doTfU&,U(l). 

5:M«»rr»of After 3 shori slay at Florence, ^apo^^n returned to Bologna, 
Tvhere Aagercau look a sererc Tcngcanceon ibonbabilanlsof the 
village of Lugo, which had laken op arms against ihe Repubheans, and killed 
and ounded «omc soldiers m a detachment sent for its r^uciiou. The village 
w as earned by as'^uli, burnt to ashes, and the oirfortunate pea^nts, to the 
number of one thousand, put, TMlh merciless seventy, to the sword. ThU 


■nilh the hatlenog tram taken at the castles of Milan, Yrhino, and Fcnara; 
but for the relief of which place Aostna ii-as making the most vigorous exer- 
tions (2). 

Tlic resolution of Xapol^on to stir up a quarrel tv ilh Venice Mas more and 
more clearly evinced, as matters approached a cn^is m the north of Iialj. 
On the 2jlh July, he had a long and conGdcniial conver^tion with Pesaro, 
the commissioner of that Republic; and sucli was the vehemence of his lan- 

, .1 ~ |l , f 1 5 - 
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who never ceased to reproach them their pattiahiy to France; that the 
Senate would do every thing m its poner to rcsirain the public cITcrves- 
ccncc; and tlutt the armaments, so much complained of, were directed 
as much against (he Laghsh and Russians as the FrcnclifoJ. The deter- 
mination of >apol$on in regard to the Nenetian Republic is revealed m 
his semi despatches at tins period to the Directory : “ I have seircd,'* said 
he, “ the citadel of Verona, and armed it with the Venetian cannon, and 
summoned the Senate to dissolrc its armaments ^e^^cc has alrcadv fur- 
nbhed three millions for the scrviee of the army; but, lo order to extract 
more out of it, I have found mjsclf under the necessity of assuming a me- 
nacing tone towards thetr corntni-sancs, of cxaererating the as«a«inations 
committed against our troops, of complaining bitterly of Ihcir armaments; 
and b> these means I compel them, lo appease my wrath, to furnish what- 
ever! desire. That is the onlj w-ay to deal with such persons. There is 
not, on the face of the earth, a more perfidious or cowardly govemnient. 

I will force them lo provide supplies for the army till the (all of Mantua, 
and then announce that they must farther make good the contribuUons 
fixed in your insinictions(!) " 

^o sooner liad they receiveil Intelligence of the defeat of Beaulieu, and 
the retreat of his forces into the Tyrol, than the Auhe Council resolrcd 
upon Uie must cnergeuc measures lo repair the disaster. The army of Beao- 
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Efforts^of , lieu ' retired to Roveredo, where they IhreAV up intrenchments to 
trians'^r covor tlioir position, while eight thousand Tyrolese. occupied the 
Manutr ° crests of the mountains, which separated the valley of the Adige 
from the lake of Guarda. Meanwhile, Marshal Wurmser Avas detached from 
of Upper Rhine Avith thirty thousand men, to assume the chief 
through the command of the army destined for the relief of Mantua; Avhich, 
3o,ooo men. hy that great reinforcement, and numerous detachments draAvn 
.from the interior, Avas raised to sixty thousand effective troops, f hese great 
preparations, which Avere magnified by report, and had roused the aristo- 
cratic party throughout Italy to great exertions, filled Napole'on with the 
most lively apprehensions.- To oppose them he had only fifty-five thou- 
sand men,, of Avhom fifteen thousand Avere engaged in the siege of Man- 
tua, ten' thousand in keeping up his communication and maintaining 
garrisons in the conquered territory ; so that not above thii-ty thousand 
could be relied on for operations in the field. He had incessantly urged 
the Directory to send him reinforcements; hut, although eight thousand 
men from the army of Kellermann had joined his standard, and numerous 
reinforcements from the depots in the interior, they Avere barely adequate 
to repair the losses arising from that Avasteful campaign (i). 

Nothing hut the greatest ability on the part of the general, and courage 
among the soldiers, could have compensated for this inferiority in numbers; 
but the genius of Napoleon, and the confidence arising from a series of 
victories, proved adequate to the task (2). His success Avas mainly owing to 
the vicious plan of attack adopted by the Austrians, Avhich, like all the others 
framed by the Aulic Council, Avas exposed to defeat from the division of their 
forces. 

ufscription The Avaters which descend from the southern ridges of the Tyrol, 
thentre of strcams, lloAving nearly parallel to each other, and 

'■ issuing in the same latitude into the plain of Lombardy, the Mincio, 
and the Adige. The first forms in its course, the noble sheet of Avaler called 
■ the lake of Guarda, Aoaa^s through the plain immortalized hy the genius of 
Yirgil, swells inio the lakes Avhich surround Mantua, and afterwards dis- 
charges itself into the Po.- The latter, after descending from the snoAvy ridges 
of the Higher Alps, flow^s in an open valley to a narrow and precipitous pass 
above Yerona, next emerges into the open country, winds in a deep and 
rocky bed to Legnago; after which it spreads into vast marshes, and is lost 
in the dikes and inundations of Lombardy. Three roads present themselves 
to an enemy proposing to issue from the Tyrol to the Italian plains : — The 
first, turning sharp to the left at Roveredo, traA^erses the romantic defiles of 
the "Val Sugana, and emerges into the open country at Bassano. The second 
passes by the upper end' of the lake of Guarda, and comes doAAm by its 
AA'estern shore to Salo and Brescia; AAiiile the third descends the left bank 
of the Adige, and after traversing the gloomy pass of Galliano and Chiusa, 
reaches the tOAvn of Verona. The space betAA^en the Adige and the lake of 
Guarda, though only three leagues broad, is filled by the Monlebaldo, Avhose 
precipices restrain the rher on the one hand and the lake on the other. 
In this narrow and rocky space a road descends betAA'cen the Adige and the 
lake, from RoA'credo to the plain (o). It folloAvs the right bank of the stream 
as far as Osteria della Dugana, AA’hen, meeting impracticable precipices, it 
turns to the right, and ascends the plateau of Rivoli. 


(1) Jom. viii. 302, 303, Nop. iii.231, 232. Th. 
vhi, 3G0. 
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tliro'W'n into confusion, General Region, ^Mlh llircc piccc^ of ariiHcn, cap- 
tured by the encm), and Lomlo taken Upon this, the rreuch gencnl pm 
Iiimsclf at the head of hi» ‘loldiers, and formed the centre into one formi- 
dable mass, >\hilc the rmpcnahsts-wcrc extending themselves towards Salo, 
in the double view of enveloping the French, and opening a communicv 
tion with Qua'danowich, whose artillery was alrcadj heard m that dircc- 
rsiinof tion ^apokon immcdiatelj perceived the error of his adversary, 

I and made a desperate charge, with a column of infanlrj supported 
by cavalry, upon his centre, whicli, being weakened for the extension of 
the wings, spccdiJj gave wav Lonafo was retaken by assault, and the 
Austrian army cut asunder One part of it clTccleJ its retreat under Bava- 
Inch to the Mincio, but the other, which was moving towards Salo, finding 
Itself irrccovcrabU separated from ilic mam bodj of the armj, endeavoured 
to clTecla junction with Quasdanowich at Salo, hut Gu)cux, with a division 
of French, alrcadj occupied that place, and the fugitive Austrians, pressed 
between (lie dragoons of iunot, who assailed (heir rear, and the infanlrj m 
Salo, -who slopped their advance, disbanded, and suffered a Ions of tlirec 
thousand prisoners, and twenty pieces of cannon (f) 

^^hl!c the Austrians were cxpcncneing these disasters at lonato, Atige- 
Tcau, on the right, had mainiamed an olisiinate engagement at Castjglionc In 
that quarter the nepubheans were the a«sailanls , and the French general 
liad maintained the combat all day with great resolution against superior 
forces, w lien Napoleon, having defeated the centre of Hie enemy, Invicncd to 
ills support After a furious combat, Atigercau succeeded in carrying the 
town, and the Austrians retired towards Maiuna, with the loss of one thou- 
sand killed and woiin<lcd, besides as many prisoners (S) Thej had not 
proceeded far when thev met the rcinfotccroenis which ^\urmscrwas bring- 
ing up from that place for their relief 

As It was evident that the Austrian veteran was still dispo cd to contend 
for ttio empire of Italy m a pitched I attic, Aapolion deemed il indispcnvahlc 
to dear Ins rear ofUtiasdanowich Iieforc engaging m it On tlic follow mg day 
he employed himself in collecting and organumg his forces atl.onaio, with a 
view to the decisive conflict , while, by moving two divisions against Quasda- 
nowich, whose troops were now exhausted hy fatigue, he compelled him to 
remount the \al Sahhia towards ftiva \ singular event at this time took, 
place, highlj characterislic hoth of the cxtraordinarilj mlcrsected situation 
of the two armies, and of (lie presence of mind and good fortune of Napoli-on 
lie ha I armed at I onato to expedite llic movement of Ins forces 
s» « • in the opposiic dircction> v\hcrc their enemies were to he fiuml , 
and, from the di’«p"r‘ion winch he had directed, only twelve huii- 
I[‘V dred men rcmametl at head quarters Before he had been long 
tliere he w as stirnmoned to siirreiider by a corps of four thoiKind \ii>fria(is, 
who had ahead) occiipieil ell the avcnuis hv which retreat was po«<ille 
Tlicv fonsjsicil of a part of the troops of UayalUrh, which, having heen de- 
feated in its endeavours to effect a junction with Qua danov\irIi,was now, in 
despi ratio i endeavouring to regain tbcrcmamdrr of tlie army on the Mimio 
Napol on made his numerous Mat! mount on horscl ack, ami, having ordereil 
theofiircr bearing the Hag of Iruet (olclrnuglit Ixrforehtm, dircite«l the 
1 amlagt to I e taken from his evc<,, and niimedialclv It 1 1 tlip aslonUhcd 
ku'tnan, that he was in the jm lUc of the french armv,and In j rcjcnce of 
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its'general-in-chief, and that unless they laid down llieir arms in ten ini- 
nulcs, he would put them all to the sword. The officer, deceived by the 
splendid cortege by Avhich he Avas surrounded, returned to his division, and 
. recommended a surrender ; and the troops, cut off 'from their companions, 
and exhausted by fatigue and disaster, laid down their arms. AVhen they en- 
tered the tOAvn, they had the mortification of discovering not only that they 
had capitulated to a third'of their numbers, hut missed the opportunity of 
making prisoner the conqueror Avho had filled the Avorld Avith his renoAvn (1). 

. On the folloAAung day both parties prepared for a decisive engagement. The 
Imperialists-under Wurmser Avere lAA'enty-five thousand strong, the corps of 
QuasdanoAAlch, and that Avhich blockaded Peschiera, being detached, and 
unable to lake any part in the battle; thp French about twenty-three thou- 
sand. Both parlies Avere draAvn up in the plain at right angles to the moun- 
tains, on Avhich each rested a wing: the French right Avas uncovered, Avhile 
,the Imperialists’ left Avas supported by the mill of Medola. Augereau com- 
manded the centre, Massema the left, Verdier the right, but the principal 
hopes of Napoleon were rested on the division of Serrurier, Avhich had orders 
to march all night, and fall, Avhen the action was fully engaged, on the rear of 
sth August, the enemy. The soldiers on both sides were exhausted AA'ilh fatigue, 
but all felt that on the result of this contest depended the fate of Italy (2). 

Wurmser fell into the same error as Bayalitch had done in the preceding 
engagement, that of extending his right along the heights, in order to open 
a communication Avith Quasdanowich,who was Avilhin hearing of his artillery. 
To favour this movement, Napoleon dreA\' back his left, while at tire same 
time he accumulated his forces against the Austrians’ right; Marmont, AA'ith 
a poAverful battery of heavy artillery, thundered against the post of Medola, 
Derive Avhich Verdier, AA'ilh three battalions of grenadiers, speedily car- 
ju-aoKi? tied. At the same time, Generffi Fiorilla, Avho commanded the 
division of Serrurier, draAvn off from Mantua, came up in rear of the Aus- 
trians, and completed their confusion by a vigorous attack, Avhich had 
AA'ellnigh carried off Wurmser himself. Seeing the decisive moment ari'ived, 
Napoleon ordered a general charge by all his forces; and the Austrians, 
pressed in front by Augereau and Massena, threatened in rear by Fiorilla, and 
.turned on their left by Verdier, fell back at all points. The excessive fatigue' 
of the Republican troops prevented their pursuing the broken enemy far, 
Avho fell back behind the ilincio, vA'ilh the loss of tAvo thousand killed and 
Avounded, one thousand prisoners, and twenty pieces of cannon (5). 

, This action, the importance of AA'hich is not to be estimated by the-number 
of troops engaged, was decisive of the fate of Italy. With a vieAv to prevent 
Wurmser from reassembling his scattered forces, Napoleon, on the folloAving 
G day, sent Massena to raise the siege of Peschiera, and after an 
obstinate engagement, he succeeded in routing the Austrian division before 
that place, Avith the loss of ten pieces of cannon, and five hundred prisoners. . 
In this action a young colonel particularly distinguished himself, named 
SucHET, afterAvards Duke of Albufera.,At the same time Napoleon advanced 
to Verona, AA'hich the Austrians abandoned on his approach ; and Massena, 
Aus.ii. after some sharp skirmishing, resumed his old positions at RiA'oli 
and the Mohtebaldo ; AA’hile Wurmser, having revictualled Mantua, and raised 
its garrison to fvftcen thousand men, composed chiefly of fresh troops, re- 


215. Tli.Vui. 375. .Toni.viii. 
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(2) .Torn. 

(3) N.il’. 
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sumcd his former station at Ro>crcdo, and m the fastnesses of the Ty- 
rol fl) 

By this expedition urm'cr Ind relieved 3Iantua, and supplied ii >\iih a 
garrison of fresh troops, but he had lost ncarlj twcnij thousand men, and 
sjvtj pieces of cannon, and the spirit of his soldiers was, by fatigue, defeat, 
and disaster, completely broken The great successes •which attended the 
French arms, are mainl> to be ascribed to the extraordinary vigour, activity, 
and talent, displayed bj Ihcir gencral-in-chicf The Austrian plan of attack 
was founded on an undue confidence in their own powers; they thought the 
roam body under IVurmscr would be able to defeat the French army, and 
raise the siege of Maulua, while the detachment under QnasJanowich would 
cut off tlieir retreat and it must be admitted, m favour of this plan, that it 
was on the point of being attended with complete success, and against a 
general and troops of less resolution, unquestionably would liavc been so 
c» art of 3Micn opposed, how ever, to the \ igour and activity of ^apoI(5on, it 
InhT'”* offered the fairest opportunity for decisive defeat The two corps 
VKoch of iiio Imperialists could communicate only by Uoveredo and llic 
Upper end of the lake of Cinrda, a circuit of above sixty miles, while the 
French, occupy mg a central station between them, at its soiithcm extremity, 
were enabled, by a great exertion of activity, to bring a superior force, first 
against the one, and then against the other Their successes, how ever, w ere 
dearly purcln-cd ahov o sev cn thousand men had hern killed and w ounded ; 
33urmscr carried with him three thousand prisoners into tlic Tyrol, and the 
whole siege equipage of JIantua had fallen into the hands of the enemy (3) 

The democratic party m all the Italian towns were thrown Into transports 
of joy al this success , and the rejoicings among them at Milan, Bolosna, ami 
31odcna, were proporiioncd to the terror with which they had formerly been 
inspired But Napoh^m, judging more accurately of bis position, and seeing 
the siege of ilantua was to be commenced anew, while 3\urm<er, with forty 
thousand men, was still on the watch in the Tyrol, deemed prudence and 
precaution more than ever necessary He did not attempt, therefore, to collect 
a second haltering tram for the «iegc of that fortress, but contented himself 
with a simple blockade, in maintaining which during the autumnal months, 
his troops hccamc extremely sickly, from the pestilential atmosphere of Its 
marshes To the powers m the soulhcni parts of the Femnsuh who had, 
nwi-i. during the temporary success of the Austrians, guen indication of 
hostile designs, he w rote in the most menacing strain , the King of 
IftT/iS'.ji ^aplcsv^35 threatened with an atlackfrom seventy thousand French 
if he V lolatcd the armistice, the Papal legale oblalneil pardon for a 
revolt al Verrara oulv by the ino<l abject snbmis'ions, the Aencilans vsere 
informed that he was aware of tbcir armaments, though he still kept up 
negotiations, and continued to live at tlicir expense, while the King of 
Piedmont received commands to rompicic the ilcstriiclion of the guerilla 
parties which mfrttctl the mountainous parts of his donmuotis To the Mila- 
nese on the other hand, who had remained faithhil to France during Its 
Irausicnt reverses, he wrote m the most Ilattenng terms, ami gave Ihrm leave 
to ral 0 troops fir ll cir common defence agaiiui the Imperial fotors Th" 
most ardent of the vouth of I^mdiarilv were spmhlv rtindlnl under ilinr 
banner-; I iil a morecllieienl force was formed mil of the I'oles, v»ho. since 
the last partition of thiir unhappy country O', had wan Icred without a Innie 
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through Europe, and now flocked in suqh numbers to the Italian standard, as 
to lay the foundation of the Polish’ legion which afterwards became so re- 
nowned in the Imperial wars. 

The troops on both sides remained in a stale of repose for three weeks after 
this terrible struggle, during which Wufmser was assiduously employed in 
reorganizing and recruiting his forces, while Napoleon received considerable 
reinforcements from the army of Kellermann and the interior of France. The 
numbers on both sides were, at the end of August, nearly equal ; Wurmser’s 
forces having'been raised to nearly fifty thousand men,'by additions frdm the 
hereditary states, and Napoleon’s to the same amount by the junction of part 
'of Kellermann’s forces (1). Untaught by former disasters, of the imprudence 
wurmser of forming plans at a distance for the regulation of their armies, the 
van"4''and AuUc Councll again framed and transmitted to Wurmser a plan for 
issu^ f™rth expulsion of the French from the line of the Adige. According 
to meet him. to this dcsign, lic was' to leave twenty thousand men under Davi- 
dowich, to guard Roveredo and the valley of the Adige, and descend him- 
self, with thirty thousand, by the gorges of the Brenta to Bassano, and so 
reach the plains of Padua. Thus, notwithstanding their former disasters, they 
were about again to commit the same error, of dividing their force into two 
columns, while Napoleon occupied a central position .equidistant from 
both (2) ; with this difference that, instead of a lake, they had now a mass of 
unpassable mountains between them. 

Napoleon, at the same time, resolved to resume the offensive, in order to 
prevent any detachments from the Imperial army into Bavaria, where the 
Archduke Charles was now severely pressed by Moreau. The two armies 
broke up at the same time, Wurmser descending the Brenta, and Napoleon 
ascending the Adige. Foreseeing the possibility of a descent upon Mantua 
during his absence, the French general left liilmaine, with three thousand 
men, to occupy Legnago and Verona, while ten thousand still maintained the 
blockade of Mantua, and he himself, with thirty thousand, ascended the Tyrol 
by the two roads on the banks of the Adige, and that on the western side of 
the lake of Guarda (o). 

sdiept. The French were the first to commence operations. Early in 
September, Yaubois, with the division of Sauret, ascended the lake, and, 
after several combats, reached Tortola, at its upper extremity. On the same 
day Napoleon, with the divisions of Massena and Augereau, arrived in front 
4 th srpt. of the advanced posts of the Austrians at Serravale, on the Adige, 
and on the following day attacked their position. The Imperialists stood 
firm; but Napoleon sent a cloud of light troops on the heights on either side 
of their columns, and, the moment they began to waver, he made so vigorous 
a charge along the chaussfo with the hussards, that the Austrians Avere driven 
back in confusion,'' and the Republicans entered Roveredo pell-mell with the 
fugitives (4). 

Davidowich rallied his broken divisions in the defile of Galliano, a formid- 
able pass on the banks of the Adige, formed Avhere the precipices of the Alps 
approach so closely to the river, that there is only the breadth of four hun- 
dred loises left behveen them. An old castle, Avhich the Austrians had 
strengthened and mounted with cannon, was placed at the edge of the pre- 

(l) Tlio sieV ami wounded in tlic Frcncli anny at ( 2 ) Tli. viii. 393. 39i. ****?^®'... 

tills period wore no less than fifteen thousand.- — (3) Th.viii. 39i. 51ot.i. 400» Isap, iii, 25^. 
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cjpicc, and a ruined n all sirelclicd across thegorgc, from the fool of the rocks 
to the margin of the stream ^apolcon thretv liis light troops on 
mountains upon his otra right, placed a Inlterj, vliich com- 
"0 manded the Austrian cannon, and forming a close column of ten 
battalions, precipitated them along the high-road upon the enemy hothmg 
could >Mlhstand their impeluosilj , the Imperialists were routed, horse, foot, 
and cannon rushed in confu«ion through the narron defile in their rear, and 
the Republican cavalrv , charging furiously along the chaus'^^e, drove them, 
mthe utmost disorder, towards Trent Sc\cn hundred prisoners, and fifteen 
ihstpt pieces of cannon fell into the hands of ihoictors, and thefollou- 
*’ « ••**' * T*’’e the 

1 ’ • * ■ . ! 

. * ■ acco- 

Icrated the march of Murmscr through the defiles of thcllrcnla 
vomwr lie nou imagined that NapoKon intended to penetrate by Rrixen 
and the Brenner into Germany, in order to co-operate sMth Moreau m the 
plains of Ba\aria, and the Austrian sctcran immediately conccised the hold 
design of hastening, >Mth his ssholc dispo<«We force, doun the 'Nal Sugana 
into the plain of Bassano, turning rapidly to the right, seizing upon \orona, 
and both raising the siege of Mantua and preventing the return of bapoVon 
into Italy The French general, who, hj treachery at tlic Austnan head- 
quarters, ssasuniformlj put m possession of hi$ adversary’s plans before they 
could be put into cvccuiion, immediately perceived the danger svhichuould 
result from this measure on the part of thccnemy,and rc«ohcdto oppose it 
iiy another, equal!) hold, on his own side This v\as, to leave the dii ision of 
'N aubois alone m Itic Ty rol to make head against Dav idow icli, and descend 
himself, VMth twenty-four t!iou«and men, the defiles of the Brcnta,Qn(l attack 
■NNurmser before lie Ind got round to \orona In doing this, he ran the risk, 
If is true, of being himself «liut up m the terrible defiles of the ^ al bugani, 
Minounded !»y precipices and peaks of a stupendous clernmn, lioiween 
Miirm«cr in front and Davidowteh in rear, but be trusted to the resolniioii 
of Ins troops to overcome every obstacle, and hoped, by driving his anta- 
gonist back on the Vdigc,tQrompcUii> whole force to lav down their arms ( 2 ) 
At break of dav on the 0 th, the Ircnch troops were m motion, and they 
reached Bnrgodi^al buganaat night, after having marched ten leagues On 
the following mommgthcy continued their march, and, at the entrance of 
the narrow defiles, came iip wuh the Austrian rearguard, strongly posted 
near Brimolano hapohon pul m practice the same mamnurc v\hicli had 
An succeeded «o willat Calliaiio, covering the mountaiuou citherside 

his tirailleurs, and forming a eloic tohimti of Infinlry to 
attack the pa«s along the high-road ^ollllng could resist the Im- 
petuosity of the! rench troops The \ustrians, who were greatly inferior m 
Uiimhcr, being onlv the rearguard of the mam force, were routed, with the 
loss of tw 0 thousand prisoners and luiic pieces of cannon The fiigiliv es w cre 
pursued as far as Ce^mona, where head-quarters vicre cstahli*lie I Aapo- 
hou. III his eagerness to pursue the eneinv, outrode all his suite, and pa«Nrtl 
llic night alone, wrapped in bis rloak,on ihegrouniRIn themidii of a regi- 
ment of inf nitrv who bivouacked round the town \ private soli!ifr»harc«! 
vv lib bun liU rations, and reminded him of It, after he Iiceamc I m[ eror, In 
the camp of I’oiilognc ( 3 ) 
fiv xi,- I 1 » - a n » 1 srr J s 
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On (he same day inAvhich (his aciion look jdaoc, in (he gorpos of (he Yal 
Sugnna, (he advanced guard of Wurinscr, under Mezaros, had reached (o 
Ycrona, and Avas already skirmishing Avilh (lie posts of the Uepuhlieans on the, 
fortifications Avhich had hcen erected round that city, Avhen they Avere 
rccallcd to make head against (he terrible enemy Avhieh had assailed their 
Av.irni..-r Tcar. AVurinscr eollceted all his forces at Hassano to endeavour (o 
rVrin"’ bar the passages, and throw the rreneh hack into the defiles; the. 

■ iicjwy infantry and artillery Avore. ]ilaced on a strong position in 
front of the toAvn and round its mouldering towers, Avhilc six battalions of 
light troops occupied (he opening of the valley into the ])lain. These Averc 
speedily overthroAvn, and the divisions of .Massi'-na and Augereau, emerging 
from the defiles, found themselves in |>resenoe of a brilliant force of twenty 
thousand men, Aviih a powei-ful artillery, draAvn up in battle array. Hut the 
Austrians, discouraged by repeated defeats, made but a feeble resistance. 
Jlassena speedily routed (hem on the right, Avhile Augereau broke (hem on 
the left : the fugitives rushed in confusion into the town, Avhere they Avere 
speedily folloAVcd by (he victorious troops, Avho made four thousand prisoners, 
and captured thirty pieces of cannon, besides almost all (be baggage, pon- 
toons, and ammunition of (be army (1). 
i!im’sri'r"mo confusion of this defeat (he Austrians got themselves 

Ahnup.' “separated from each other; QuasdanoAvich, Avith three, thousand 
men, AA’as (hroAvn back (oAvardsFriuli, AvhilcAVurmser, Avith sixteen thousand, 
took the road to Mantua. The situation of the veteran marshal Avas all but 
desperate : Massena Avas pressing his rear, Avhilc Porto I>egnago and Verona 
Avere both in the hands of the enemy, and the loss of nil his ponlootis at 
Bassano rendered it impossible to pass the .\digcbutnl one or other of these 
places. Fortunately for him, (he battalion Avbieh occupied Porto I.egnago 
had been AvithdraAvn to Verona during the attack on that place, and the one 
destined to replace it had not yet arrived. P>y a rajiid march he reached (hat 
tOAA'n before (he Republican';, and thus got bis trooj)s across (he Adige. 
Napoleon, following his prey Avilh breathless anxiety, no sooner discovered 
that the passage at Legnago Avas secured, than he pu'-hed .Massena across (he 
rh'cr to Cerra, in order to cut him from the road to .Mantua. Rut (he Austrians 
fought Avilh llic courage of despair, and their ravalry, five thousand stroiifr, 
Avho AA’cre unbroken, and AAho=espirit had not sufi'ered by disaster, proved 
irresistible to their enemies. Napoleon himself, avIio had come uj) during the 
engagement, had great difficulty in saving himself by flight; and Wnrni'er, 
Avho arrived a fcAV minutes after, dcenjcd bini'clf so scettre of bo's antagoni'-t 


that he recommended to his dragoons to take him alive. Having mi‘''^c(l <=0 
brilliant a stroke, the old marshal continued hi- march, pas'-cd the Molco///-’- 
cut to pieces a body of eight hundred infantrv Avhi< h ejjdcavonred l» 
rupt his progress, and entered .Mantua in a '•peVies ef ttinmph Avbicli 
ray of glory over his long .=eries of disasters i'2;. 

i4tiiSort. Encouraged by these surecs^c:, lie ^till endeavoured .'"J 
field Avith twenty thousand infantrv and five tbom-and bore. 


uciu WUU iweniy inousanu mianlry and five tbom-and bore, a//", ^ 
his cuirassiers destroyed a regiment of lldit irikintrv at iJi/c O'/f' ' 






, — ' I . 

Avas the termination of his traiiMcnt gIe.;Mn of pro-jn-iiiv, >''•'! - 

np the greater part of hi- forces, and •^oori .after /.tigc/'''',|',, r./ct" rr 
Legnago, and.made prisoners a thousand n,eji, artd f"'. '!-, 

a stroke Avhich, by depriving IVurm^er of the 
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threw him back on Manlua On the iOth he was attacked by the divisions of 
Augcrcau andMassdna with an eciualforcc The Austrian cavalry at first dro>e 
back Augercau, and tlie battle seemed for a time doubtful, but a vigorous 
charge of Massc^na m the centre restored afiairs, and Wurrnser was at length 
driven back into Mantua, with the loss of three thousand men and twenty 
pieces of cannon, fwo days afterwards, he threw a bridge over the Po, and 
attacked Govemolo, one of the fortresses erected by the French at the con- 
clusion of the dikes, with the design of cutting his way through to the Adige; 
but he was repulsed with the loss of six hundred men, and four pieces of 
cannon, and in the beginning of October, Kilmaine resumed his old lines 
round the town, and the Austrians were shut m on every side within its 
walls ^\u^mse^ killed the horses of liis numerous and splendid cavalrj, 
salted their carcasses, and made every preparation for a vigorous defence, 
while ^apoldon dispatched his ude-dc-camp, MiruoNT, afterwards Duke of 
Ragusa, with the standards taken m these glorious actions, to lay at the feet 
of the French government (1) 

iifsuin of By the result of these conflicts the Austrian army m the field was 
reduc^’d from fifty tliousand to fifteen thousand men, of whom 
twelve thousand, under Davidowich, had taken refuge m the defiles leading 
to Mount Bremer, while three thousand, under Quasdanowich, were m the 
mountains of Friuli urmscr, it is true, bad brought sixteen thousand mto 
Mantua, hut this force, accumulated m a besieged and unhealthy town, was 
of no real service during the remainder of the campaign, and rather, by 
increasing the number of useless mouths within the place, accelerated the 
period of its ultimate surrender Before the end of October, ten thousand of 
the garrison were m the hospitals, so that the besieged were unable either to 
make any use of their superfluous numbers, or get quit of the unserviceable 
licrsons who consumed their scanty provisions But these successes, great as 
they were, had not been purchased without a very heavy loss to the French 
army, who, in these rapid actions, were weakened by above fifteen thousand 
men, in killed, wounded, and prisoners (2) 

parlies remained in inactivity for a considerable lime after 
trvVibrtr exhausting cfTorls, during which tlic Austrians were cner- 

lamt gctically emplojed m repairing their losses, and the Republicans in 
drawing forces from the other side of the Alps They look advantage of the 
delay to organize Revolutionary powers ibroughoul all the north of Italy 
Bologna and Ferrara were united under a provisional government, Repu- 
y.mwCwsi'i.s., iwi U.vt WiZ/ilv.vAvy wf 

cracy put m full operation, Modena was revolutionized, the old government 
replaced by a popular assembly, ami Frcuch troops admitted within its 
walls, while legions of national guards were organized throughout the whole 
of Lombardy (o) 

But more efficient auxiliaries were approaching Twelve battalions from 
the army of la \ cndOc, besides the remainder of the forces of Kcllcrmann, 
joyfully crossed the Alps, happy to exchange the scene of utter penury and 
inglorious warfare, for the luxurious quarters and shining achicvcmenls of 
the Italian army In the end of October, Alvinzi, who liad assumed the com- 
mand of the army m Friuli, had assembled forty thousand men under his 
standards, while the corps of Davidowich was raised, hy the junction of a 

(1) ^ f > 2T3 not 1 V12 V73 TX » «S (3) Joui H I3J IIS 
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large body of the TjtoIcsc niililia, a force admirably adapted for mountain 
■n-arfare, to eighteen thousand men. To oppose this mass of assailants, 
Napoldon had hvclve thousand men under Vauhois, on the Lavis, in front of 
Trent; twenty thousand on the llrcnta and the Adige observing Alvinzi, and 
Nov. i. ten thousand guarding the lines round Mantua. The disproportion, 
therefore, was very great in every quarter, and Napoleon, justly alarmed at 
his situation, and chagrined at the Directory for not putting a larger force at 
his disposal, wrote to the government that he was about to lose the whole of 
his Italian conquests (1). 

Nov. c. The Austrian preparations being completed, Alvinzi, on the 1st 
nj.oin’nrt- Novciuhcr, threw two hridgesover the Piave, and advanced against 
voncos. ;Massena, whose headquarters were at Dassano. At the approach of 
the Imperialists in such superior force, the French fell back to Vicenza, and 
Napoleon hastened, with the division of Augcrcau and the reserve, to their 
support. On the Uth, a general battle took place. Massena overthrew the 
Austrianlcft, commanded by Provera and Liptay, and drove them with loss over 
the Brcnta; while Napoleon himself defeated the right, under Quasdanowich, 
and would have carried the town of Dassano, which the Imperialists occupied 
in force, liad notIloiiENzOLu:nN, who advanced at thehead of the Austrian re- 
serve, made good the place till nightfall. But early on the following morning, 
the general received intelligence from Vauhois, in the Tyrol, whicli not only 
interrupted his career of success, but rendered an immediate retreat on the 
part of the whole Republican army unavoidable (2). 
n^catof obedience to the orders he had received, that general, on the 
vnn'.ou by samo day on which the Austrians crossed the Piave, commenced an 
riaiisTs^" attack on their position on the Lavis; but he was not only received 
with the utmost intrepidity, but driven back in disorder, through the town 
of Trent, to thedePde of Cailiano, with the loss of four thousand men. There 
he made a stand; but Davidowich, having caused a large part of his forces to 
cross to the right bank of the Adige, passed that post, and was moving rapidly 
down on Montcbaldo and Rivoli, so as to threaten his communications with 
Verona, and the remainder of the army. Nothing was left for Vauhois but to 
retire in haste towards Verona (5), which "was seriously menaced by the in- 
creasing forces of the Tyrolese army, while their progress on the Slontebaldo 
could only be arrested by bringing up Joubert in the utmost haste from the 
lines of Mantua. 

sooner was this disastrous intelligence received by Napoleon, 
thMuatvau whole force through Vicenza to Verona, 

or nivo!i”“ while Alvinzi, who was himself preparing to retire, after his check 


(l) Til. viii. 448, 449. Jom. ix, 158. Nap, iii, 
345, 34G. 

Rth Oct. Napoleon’s letter wsis in tlicsc terms;— 

i/D®* “ Mantua cannot be reduced before tlic 

middle of February; you 'svill perceive from that 
bow criliral our situation is; and our political sys- 
tem is, if possible, still worse. Peace ^yitb Naples is 
indispensable ; an alliance with Genoa and Turin ne- 
cessary. Lose no lime in taking the people of Lom- 
bardy,- Modena, Bologna, and Ferrara under your 
protection, and, above all, send rcinforcemeiils. The 
Emperor has tbricc reformed bis army since the 
commencement of the campaign- Every thing is 
going Wrong in Italy ; tlie prestige of our forces is 
dissipated ; the enemy now count our ranks. It is 
]mli.spensable that you take into your instant con- 
.sidcralion the critical situation of the Ilaliau array, 
and forthwith secure it friends both among kings 


id people. The influence of Borne is incalculable , 

im did wrong in breaking with that power; 
ould have temporized with it, as wc have one 
illi Venice and Genoa, ^MIencve^lhc genera in 

nly is not the centre ofnegoliolion as 'vc-n as mi j- 

iry operations, the grcnicsl risks J 

ou may ascribe this language V • 

n satiated with honours, and my 'i- successor 
« , • » frt r-jve me a successor, 

my courage 

»I f*nii no lOnf^CP Sit on - V » » 

lean no mrioi-i j. n-as ready for the ex^ 

one unslo^kcn .E. co » .i.ougl.i it e:cpedicnt 
Wot Cenoa; Genoa till the ne.r 

, tlcl-ay. We established."— Co»/- 
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on ihc preceding Ja>, immedialclj resumed the onensi\c. JiapolLoninperson 
proceeded, ■nHlisiicli troops as lie could colled, in the utmost haste to the 
Jlontcbaldo, svhcrc he found the division of Vaubois all assembled on the 
plateau ofHnoli, and so much reinforced as to be able to withstand an attach. 
He here deemed it necessary to mahcasercreexampleof the regiments whose 
panic bad so nearly proved fatal to the armj Collecting the troops into a 
circle, he addressed them, nilh a severe lone, m these words — “ Soldiers, I 
am displeased with 50 U ^oii have evinced neither discipline, nor valour, 
nor constancy “you haic allowed joursches to be chased from positions, 

, - . . »nf<»ht have arrested an army Soldiers of 


I ilh a menacing voice, um-u . • 

regiments with constcrnaiioii laws of discipline could not restrain the 
sounds of grief which burst from their ranks Thc^ broke their arra^ , and, 
■ ! ‘ •'‘■'the would lead them into action, 

ing b 3 icld to their prayers, promisea »u • > 

after they bchav ed vv ith uncommon gallantry, and regained their place m Ins 
esteem 

utrurni to Notw ithsianding his check on the Brcnta, the operations of Alvinzi 
hadhuherto been crowned wiihiho most brilliant success He bad 
dciwirf reamed possession of the wholeof (he Italian Tjrol, and of all the 
plain of Ilalj bclw een that river and the Adige But the most didicult part 
sill] remained, whicli was, to pass the latter stream in the face of the enomj, 
and effect a junction with the right under Davidowich, which had 
achieved such important advantages ' • • '' *■ 

Hepubheans, who took a position on 

defend the road to Verona to the very uttermost Napoieuii .iiinua » . .. 

andresohcdtoattackAhinzi 


had neglected to occupy , Dui me fiinn-i.u j ,1 * ' 

the post, and made the brigade prisoners Thcaclion continued the rcmaiiiuci 
of the daj along the whole line, without decisive success to citlicr partj , but 
the rain, w Inch fell m torrents, and the mud which clogged their wheels, 
prciented the French arllllerj from lioing brought up to meet the fire of the 
Austrian cannon, which, in position, thundered with terrible effect upon the 
Bepubliean columns ( 2 ) yy caned and dispirited, they drew back at night, 
yielding, for tlic first time in the campaign, (he v ictorv in a pitched hatlle to 
their enemies 

The sitintion of Napoli'on was now, to all appearance, utlcrlj desperate, 
lie had lo^t four liiousand men under yauliois, three thousand m (ho recent 
actions with Al>inzi,'his troops, dispirited wiiii these disasters, had lost 
much of Ihcir confidence and courage, and a depressing feeling of the great 
strength of the enemy had gamed every breast Thearmv, it was true, hail 

TUI 4JS 
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still the advantage of a central position at Ycrona, in the midst of their ene- 
mies ; but they could resume the ofiensivc in no direction AYith any appear- 
ance of success. In the north they \Ycrc arrested by the defiles of the Tyrol ; 
in the east by the position of Caldicro, kno^Yn by recent experience to be 
impregnable ; in the south the blockading force was hardly able to moke 
head against the frequent sorties of the garrison of Mantua. The peril 
of their situation rapidly gained the minds of the French soldiers, more 
capable than any others in Europe of judging of the probable course of 
events, and extremely susceptible of strong impressions; and it required 
all tbe art of the general, aided by the eloquence of his lieutenants, to 
hinder them from sinking under their misfortunes. Napoleon wrote in the 
most desponding terms to the Directory, but in public he assumed the appear- 
ance of confidence ; and the wounded in the city, hearing of the peril of the 
army, began to issue, with their wounds yet unstanched, from the hospi- 
tals. (i). 

iiisnrw But the genius of Napoleon did not desert him in this eventful 

dcsiBrn. crisis. ■\Tilhout communicating his design to any one, he ordered 
the whole army to be under arms at nightfall, on the Mth November, and 
they began their march in three columns, crossed the Adige, and took the 
road to Milan. The hour of departure, the route, the universal ignorance in 
regard to their destination, all inspired the belief that they were about to 
retreat, and relinquish to their insulting rivals the plains of Italy. Breath- 
less with anxiety, the troops defiled through the gates of Yerona ; not a word 
was spoken in the ranks; grief filled every heart; in the dark columns, 
the measured tread of marching men alone was heard ; when suddenly the' 
order ^vas given to turn rapidly to the left, and all the corps, descending the 
course of the Adige, arrived before daybreak at Bonco. There they found a 
bridge of boats prepared, and the whole army was rapidly passed to the other 
side, and found itself in an immense sea of morasses. A general feeling of joy 
was immediately diffused over the army : the soldiers now perceived that the 
contest for Italy was not abandoned, and passing quickly from one extreme 
to another, prepared with alacrity to follow the footsteps of their leader, 
without any regard to the fearful odds to which they were exposed (2). 


(1) Th. i-iii. 458, /i60. Nap. iil. 358, 357. 

Hie gloomy .".iilicipnlions of Napnioon at lliis 
period are strongly drpicted in llie following inlc* 
Testing secret despatch to tbe Directory : — “ If the 
events 1 have to recount are not propitious, you will 
not ascribe it to the army; its inferiority, and the 
exhaustion of its brave men, give me every reason 
to fear for it Perhaps wc arc on the eve of losing 
Italy None of the promised succours have arrived ; 
they are all arrested at Lyon or Marseille. The acti- 
vity of our government at the commencement of the 
svar can alone give you an idea of the energy of the 
Court of Vienna ; hardly a day elapses that they do 
not receive five thousand men, and lor two months 
I have only been joined by a single ballnlion. I do 
my duty; the army does its part; my sou! is lace- 
rated, but iny conscience is at ease, I never re- 
ceived a fourth part of tbe succours s>bich the 
Bhnistcr of AYar announces in his despatches. 

“ fonlay I shall allow the troops to repose; hut 
lo-innrrow we shall renew our operations, I despair 
^ P^^'^^mling the raising the blockade of Mantua; 
s lould that disaster arrive, wc shall soon be behind 
le Adda, if not over the Alps, The wounded arc 
e%v, but they are the eV/fe of the army. Our best 
olticers are struck down ; the Army of Italy, reduced 


to a handful of heroes, is cxhauslrd. The heroes of 
Lodi, of Millesimo, of CnsligUonc, of Bns.sano, are 
dead, or in hospilal ; there remains only their repu- 
tation, and the pride they Imvo given to the sol- 
diers, Joubert, Lanussc, Victor, Murat, Chariot, are 
wounded ; wc arc abandoned in the extremity of 
Italy, 

** I have lost few soldiers, but those who have 
fallen arc the floncr of llie army, whom it is impos-* 
siblc to replace. Such as remain have devoted tnem- 
selves to death. Perhaps the hour of the brave 
Augcreau, of the intrepid Massenn, of ^ 

about to strike; what then will become o ^ 
brave soldiers? This consideration rcndcis 

w to brave death, when it 

ruin of those who have so. 
y solicitude. 

shall make a la.st effort ; 
lurable n>c shall take Man- 
\ 1 received the 83d, three 
irong, 1 would have an- 
a few days fovlv ' "•’r ’ 

me the same 
i ii. • 
iii. 357. 


umspert; 1 know not bo 
fould so Certainly ho the 
mg been the object of m 

** In a few days wc 
bould fortune prove favc 
na, and with it Italy. Ho' 
housand live hundred s 
wered for e\cry thing ; lo 
acn will perhaps not 
^onjidcntiul Despatch, 

f2) Tb. viii. 46L 
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pcrccnod, during Iheformcr action at Caldiero, that the 
/d'r 'lo* position ^^as too strong to be earned by an attack m front, ^apo- 
Icon had rcsohed to assail it in flank, by the village of Areola, and 
Mtir™ for that purpose placed bis army in the midst of the morasses, 
wiiicli stretched from thence to the banks of the Po He thought -with 
reason that, on the narrow causenays which troaersed these marshes, the 
superiority of numbers on the part of the enemy would be unavailing, 
oerj tiling would come todependon the resolution of the heads of columns, 
and be hoped that the courage of bis soldiers, restored by being thus 
brought to combat on equal terms with tlie enemy, and animated by 
this noAcl species of warfare, would pre\ail oacr the discipline and tena- 
city of the Germans The position whicli he had chosen was singularly 
well adapted for the purpose in view Three chaussccs branch off from 
Ronco, one, following the left bank of the Adige, remounts that rner to 
^c^ona, one in the centre leads straight to Areola, by a stone bridge over 
the little stream of the Alpon , the third, on the right, follows the descend- 
ing course of the Adige to Albando Three columns were moved forward bn 
these chauss^es, that on the left was destined to approach Verona, and 
observe that to^vn, so as to secure it from an j sudden attack of the enemy, 
that in Ihe centre, to attack the flank of their position by the village of 
Areola, that on the right, to cut off iheir retreat (1) 
isii he* At daybreak on the fS(b, llassena advanced on the first chauss^o 
small eminence, which brought him insight of ihestce- 
pies of \erona, and removed all anxiety in that quarter Augc- 
rcau, with the division m the centre, pushed, without being pcrceiscd, as 
far as tlie bridge of Areola , but his advanced guard was there met by three 
battalions of Croats, who kept up so heavy a fire on the head of the column, 
that, notwithstanding the greatest exertions on llic part of the soldiers, they 
were driven back In vaui Augcreau himself hastened to the spot, and led 
them hack to the charge the tire at the bridge was so violent, that he was 
overthrown, and compelled to halt the column Meanwhile, Ah inzi, whose 
attention was fixed on \ crena, where he imagined the bulk of the enemy's 
forces to be, was confounded in the morning at hearing a violent fire in the 
marshes At first lie imagined that it was merely a few light troops, but soon 
intelligence arrived from all quarters that the enemy were advancing m force 
on all the dikes, and threatened the flank and rear of his position lie imme- 
diately dispatched two divisions along the chiussccs by which the enemy 
was approaching, that commanded hy Ihlrouski advanced to delonci the 
village of Areola, while that under Provera marched against the division of 
Masscna The latter column soon commenced an attack on their antagonists, 
but they w ere unable to w ithstand the impetuous «hock of Mass(5na’s grena- 
diers, and were driven back with heavy loss Mitrouvki, at the same time, 
passed through Areola, crossed the bridge, and attacked the corps of Augc- 
rcau, hut they also were repulsed and followed to the bridge by the victo- 
rious Ircncli There commenced a desperate struggle, the Republican 

I 1 .1 1 , . » i-cccTcj ^\,th 

line of infantry sta- 
y staggered and fell 
hspcnsablc not only 

to lus future operations, hut to the safety of lus own army, put himself 


(I) Itl SIt.SSO TU T > 4S3 iSI 
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■svith his generals at the head of the column, seized a standard, advanced 
without shrinlcing through a tempest of shot, and planted it on the middle 
of the bridge ; hut the fire there became so violent that his grenadiers hesi- 
tated, and, seizing the general in their arms, Ijore him back amidst a cloud 
of smoke, the dead and the dying. The Austrians instantly rushed over the 
bridge, and pushed the crowd of fugitives into the marsh, where Napoleon 
lay up to the middle in water, while the enemy’s soldiers for a minute 
surrounded him on all sides. The French grenadiers soon perceived that 
their commander was left behind ; the cry ran through their ranks, “ For- 
ward to save the general,” and, returning to the charge, they drove back 
the Austrians, and extricated Napoleon from his perilous situation. During 
this terrible strife, Lannes received three wounds. Ilis aide-de-camp, Meu- 
ron, was killed by his side, when covering his general with his body, and 
almost all his personal staff were badly wounded (1). 

’ Meanwhile Guieux, who commanded the column which had been directed 
against Albaredo, had arrived at that place, and was directly in rear of the 
village of Areola : but it was too late. During the desperate stand there made 
by the Austrians, Alvinzi had gained time to draw off his baggage and 
artillery, and it was no longer possible to take the enemy in rear. Towards 
evening, the Austrians abandoned Areola, and drew up their army, facing 
the marshes, at the foot of the heights of Caldiero (2). 

i6ih Kov. During the night, Napoleon, on his side, drew back his forces to 
the right bank of the Adige, leaving only an advanced guard on the left bank ; 
while the Austrians re-occupied the village of Areola, and all the ground 
which had been so vehemently disputed on the preceding day. They even 
advanced, in the confidence of victory, along the dikes, to within six hundred 
yards of the village of Ronco ; but when they were thus far engaged in the 
defiles, the French attacked them with the bayonet, and drove back their 
columns, after an obstinate engagement, to the vicinity of Areola. The battle 
continued the whole day, with various success, and at nightfall both parties 
retired, the Austrians over the Alpon, the Republicans across the Adige (5). 

During the whole of these eventful days, big with the fate of Italy and the 
world, the conduct of the Austrian generals was timid, and unworthy of the 
brave troops whom they commanded. Davidowich, while the contest was 
raging on the lower Adige, remained in total inactivity on the upper part of 
that stream ; while Alvinzi, fettered by secret instructions from the Aulic 
Council to attempt nothing hazardous, and rather keep on the defensive, in 
order to facilitate the hidden negotiations which were going foi'ward or about 
to commence, repeatedly baited in the career of success, and lost the fairest 
opportunities of crushing his adversary. Napoleon, aware, from the trea- ' 
chery which constantly prevailed at the Imperial headquarters, of these secret 
restrictions, augmented the irresolution of the commander-in-chief by pri- 
vately dispatching intelligence from Verona to him of the approaching mis- 
sion of Clarke to conduct negotiations for peace, of the conferences opened at 
Paris with England, and the probability of an immediate accommodation. 
Alvinzi rejected the proposal for an armistice which he made, but suspended 
his movements to join Davidowich, and paralysed every successful operation 
for fear of injuring the negotiations; To such a length did this timidity pro- 
ceed, that when, after the repulse of the French from Areola, his bravest 



(li Nap. iii. 361. 303. Th. viii.463,-i67. O’Meara, 
I. 216, .andii. 326. 
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officers besought liim insianllj to form a junction amiU DaTidonich, and 
■ ■ • ' ‘ ad of follon ing the 

■ • ‘ . ‘ carnage, and both 

parties aiudiictu, wiui immiusm.u uumbtis oui uiiuccajing fury, to the 


bridge of Itonco, ^^hcrc the action was restored bj a regiment winch Isapoleon 
had placed m ambuscade among the willows on the side of the road, and 
which allachcd the MCtorious column m flanh, when disordered bj success, 
With such iigour, that they were almost all dm on into the marshes. Mas- 
■ ' • ’ * was only enabled to 

. ' column, and leading 

; ■.•••• Towards noon, bow- 

el cr, Napoleon, percciiing that the enemy wore evhaiisicd with fatigue, 
while his own soldiers were comparainely fresh, deemed the moment for 
dccisiTC success armed, and ordered a general charge of all his forces along 
both chausstes , and, having cleared them of the cnomv, formed Ins troops 
m order of battle at their extremity, on the firm ground, ha\ ing the right 
towards'Porto Legnago, and the lefialArcoh By the orders of Napoleon, the 
garrison of that phcclssucdfortU-with four pieces of cannon, «o as to take the 
enemy m rcar,‘^\Iu(e a body of trumpeters was sent, under cover of the wil- 
lows, to their extreme left Hank, with orders to sound a charge, as soonaslho 
r ^ action was fully engaged along the whole !mc These measures were com- 
pletely successful Tiic Austrian commander, wliilcbraxcly resisting in front, 
iicanng a cannonade m his rear, and the trumpets of a whole dnision of 
cai airy in his flank, ordered a retreat, and, after a desperate struggle of three 


’ ’ ’ '' ^ pieces, and declared 

conduct brought dis- 
Ihis dreadful strife at 

Areola, had neither CMnccd the capacity nor the spirit of a general worthy 
to combat with Napoleon,— not that he was m reality deficient in either, but 
that the ruinous fetters of the Aullc Council paralysed all bis moicments; 
and the dread of hazarding any thing on the c\ e of a negotiation, made him 
throw away c\cry chance of success (o) 
oprrMioM yMiilc tliis dcspcraic struggle was going forward m the marshes 
^fDMWo- Areola, Baiidowich, who had opened the campaignwitU such 
hriUnnt success, w as far from follow ing up Ins adi outages w itU the > igour 
which might have been cspcctetl. lie merely advanced with his forces to 
^o» i» ibc neighbourhood of Acrona on the iSth, following Aaubois, 
x\ho abandoned the positions of Corona and BivoU on lus approacli , w licrcas, 
had he pressed him hard on the preceding days, Napolwn would haic been 

(I) Hard IT 67. IS. 

(1) Nap III 358. 36». Th Tlii.47a.l73 
u 173, m 


lUrf It. 71,77 
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compelled to cross llie Adige, and raise llic siege of Mantua. Without losing 
an instant, the French general returned -with a large part of his forces 
through Yerona, and compelled Davidowich to retire into the Tyrol, ^vhilG 
the French resumed their old positions at Corona and Rivoli ; and Augereau 
drove them from Dolce, with the loss of one thousand prisoners and nine 
pieces of cannon. The inhabitants of that town Avere lost in astonishment 
Avhen they beheld the army Avhich had left their walls by the gate of Milan 
three days before, return in triumph, after so terrible a combat, by the gate 
of Venice; and without halting, pass through the town to make head against 
the fresh enemies Avho approached from the Tyrol (1). 

Alvinzi, Avheri Napoleon was absent in pursuit of Davidowich, advanced 
towards Yerona, noAv cbielly occupied by invalids and wounded men, and a 
universal joy pervaded tbe army when the order to inarch in that direction 
Avas given; but bis old irresolution soon returned^ tbe instructions of the 
Aulic Council prevailed over his better genius, and the final order to retire 
to Vicenza again spread grief and despair among his heroic folloAA'crs (2). 
ivesuits or The results of the battle of Areola, boAV glorious soever to tbe 
ttons.* P rench arms, Avere by no means so decisive as those of the previous 

victories gained in the campaign. The actions had been most obstinately 
contested ; and though the Imperialists ultiiiiately retired, and Mantua Avas 
unrelicA'ed, yet the victors A\ere nearly as much Aveakened as the vanquished. 
The loss of the French in all, including the actions Avith DavidoAvich, AA'as 
fifteen thousand men, Avhilc that of the Austrians did not exceed eighteen 
thousand. During the confusion consequent on such desperate engagements, 
the garrison of Mantua made frequent sorties; and Wurmser aA'ailed himself 
AA'ith such skill of the temporary interruption of the blockade, that considerable 
convoys of provisions Avere introduced into the place, and, by putting the gar- 
rison on half rations, and calculating on the great mortality among the troops, 
AA'hich daily diminished their number, he still held out hopes that he could 
maintain his position till a fourth efibrt Avas'made for his relief (5). 
jExtraoiiii- The intelligence of these hard-fought victories excited the most 
“ enthusiastic transports throughout all France. The battle of Areola 
especially, Avilh its desperate chances and perilous passages, was the object 
of universal admiration. The people ncA cr AA'ere AA^ary of celebrating the 
genius Avhich had selected, amidst the dikes of Ronco, a field of battle Avhere 
numbers AA'ere unavailing and courage irresistible; and the heroic intrepidity 
AA'hich made the soldier forget the general, apd recalled the exploits of the 
knights of romance. Every where medals were exhibited of the young 
general on the bridge of Areola, Avith the standard in his hand, in the midst 
of the fire and smoke. The Councils decreed that the Army of Italy had 
deserved Avell of their country, and that the standards Avhich Napoleon and 
Augereau had borne on that memorable occasion, should be given to them, 
to be preserA'ed as precious trophies in their families (4). 
oftheA°u'* Avere the Austrians -less distinguished by patriotic feeling. 
triTns. While the triumphs of the Archduke Charles on the Danube had 
saved Germany, and raised to the highest pitch the ardour of the people, 
the reverses in Italy came to'damp the general joy, andreneAV, in a quarter 
Avhere it Avas least expected, the peril of the monarchy. With unconquerable 
resolution they prepared to face the danger; the affectionate ardour of the 

(1) Nap. iii. 371. Tb. viii. 472, (3) Jnm. in. 231. -NoP- S'U 372. Tb. Mii. 

(2) Hard. iy. 75. . 472, 473. ^ 

(4) 'fb. viii. 473. 
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IjcrcJjnry stales s1joa\c( 1 itself in Uie moment of alarm, the people every 
nJicre new to amis, numerous regiments of volunteers were fornied’to 
rcpiiv tJ'C cliasms tn the regularforces, \icnna alone raised four regiments, 
winch received stvndards embroidered by the band of the Empress, -and, 
before the end of the year, i fourth army was formed m the mounlams of 
rnuh and Tyrol, nowise inferior cithcf m numbers or resolution to those 
which had wasted under the sword of hapolcon (i) 

Mij n of After the bailie of Areola, the negotiation, the commencement of 
pijDilwfor-ohifh had been allcndeJ with such fatal efrccls to the Imperial 
fortunes during the action, was continued with the greatest ac- 
j’/on*'"’ tivily between the headquarters of the two armies General 
Clarke, the Republican envoy, arrived at the headquarters of hapoleon, 
and It was at first proposed to conclude an armistice of three months, m 
order to facilitate the negotiations, hut this the French general, who saw 
the command of Italy on the point of slipping from Ins grasp, and was well 
aware that the fate of the war depended on Mmlua, resolutely opposed (2) 
Clarke, Iiowcvcr, continued to argue m favour of the armistice, and pro- 
duced the instructions of his government, which were precise on that point, 
hut hapoleon, secure of the support of Darras, at once let him know lliat 
he vvas resolved not to “harehisaiiihorjly with any one “If you come here 
lo obey me," said he, “I will alwavs see you with pleasure, if not, the 
sooner you return to those who sent you the better (5) ” Clarke felt he w as 
mastered, he did not answer a word, from that moment the negotiation foil 
entirely into the hvnds of Napoleon, and came to iiulhmg So completely, 
indeed, did the Republican envoy fall under the government of the young 


dalous depredations of the civil and military authorities, both on the Italian 
stales and the funds of the Republic, an employment which soon absorbed all 
his time, and was attended with as iittle success as those of Napoleon hiinscif 
had been The conferences w Inch w cre opened at \ iccnza in December, w ere 
broken up on the 5d January, without having led lo any result, and both 
parlies prepared to try once more the fate of arms (5) * 

For two months after the battle of \rcola, and during this negotiation, 
both parties remained m a stale of inactivity, and great ellorts were made on 


weather, and ten thousand men flocked to liis standards from the interior, 
80 that, by the beginning of January 1797, be bad forly-six thousand men 
under arms Ten thousand blockaded Mantua, and the remainder of the army 
w as on the line of the Adige, from the edge of the Po to the rocks of Monlc- 
baldo (6). 


(1) Tout t 112 Jon * 2dT lUra It 1S2 

(2] SU ton of Mintn^ ti d lir tbe o « j 
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It Avas hish time tlinl the Imperialists slioulil advance to the relief of this 
fortress, Avhich Avas noAv reduced to tlic last extremity, from Avant of provi- 
sions. At a council of war, held in the end of Decemher, it Avas decided that 
it Avas indispensahle that instant intelligence should he sent to Alvinzi of their 
desperate situation. The English olTiccr attached to the garrison volunteered 
to perform in person the perilous mission, Avhich he executed Avilh equal 
dourage and address. He set out, disguised as a i)casanl,from Mantua, on the 
29th Decemher, at nightfall, in the midst of a deep fall of snow, eluded the 
A'igilance of the French patrols, and, after surmounting a 'thousand hard- 
ships and dangers, arrived at the head-quarters of Alvinzi, at Bassano, on the 
4th January, the day after the conferences at Vicenza Avere broken up. Great 
destinies aAvaited this enterprising ollicer(J). HeAvas Colonel Graham, afler- 
AA’ards victor atBarrosa, and the first British general Avho planted the Englisli 
standard on the soil of France. 

Tip make jijc Ausirlau plan of attack on this occasion Avas iPateriallv dif- 
effort to re- fcicnt fcoiu Avliat it IukI formerly been. Adhering still to their fa- 
t'l".' A’ourite system of dividing their forces, and being masters of the 
course of the Brcnta from Bassano to Uoveredo, they transferred the bulk of 
their troops to the Upper Adige, Avhcrc Alvinzi himself took the command of 
thirty-five thousand men. A subordinate force of liflecn thousand Avas des- 
tined to advance by the plain of Padua to Mantua, Avilh a vioAv to raise the 
siege, extricate 'Wurmser, and push onto the Ecclesiastical Slates, Avherc the 
Pope had recently been making great preparations, and from Avhosc levies it 
AA'as hoped the numerous stalT and dismounted dragoons of the veteran mar- 
shal AA’Ould form an efficient force. This project had cverj appearance of suc- 
cess; but, unfortunately, it became knoAvn to the Frencli general, from the 
despatches Avhich announced it to ^Vurmser falling into his hands, as the 
messenger who bore them Avas on the point of clearing the last lines of the 
blockade of Mantua (2). 

ijti. jnn. On the 12lh January, 1797, the advanced guard of Ahdnzi attacked 
Thn ml. Republican posts on the Monlebaldo, and forced them back to 
v.incrw. plateau of 'Rivoli; Avhile, on the same day, the troops in the 
plain pushed forward, drove in all the French vidctlcs loAvards Porto Legna- 
go, and maintained a desultory fire along the AA'hole line of the loAvcr Adige. 
For some lime Napoleon Avas uncertain on Avhich side the principal attack 
AA'ould be made, but soon the alarming accounts of the great display of force 
on the upper part of the river, and the secret intelligence Avhich he received 
from treachery at the Austrian headquarters, left no doubt that the enemy’s 
principal forces were accumulated near Rivoli ; and accordingly he set out 
with The whole centre of his army to support Joubert, Avho Avas there struggl- 
iithjtin 1797 - iug Avith immensely superior forces. He arrived at two in the 
morning on the plateau of Rivoli; the weather Avas clear and beautiful; an 
unclouded moonsihered the fir-clad precipices of the mountains; but the 
horizon to the norlhAvard Avas illuminated by the fires of innumerable bi- 
A'ouacs,-and from the neighbouring heights his experienced eye could dis- 
cover the lights of nearly forty thousand men. This great force aaos divided 
into fiA^e columns, Avhich filled the Avhole space betAveen the Adige and the 
lake of Guarda : the principal one, under QuasdanoAvich, composed of all the 
artillery, cavalry, and a strong body of grenadiers, folloAved the high-road on 
the right, and was destined to ascend the plateau by the zigziag and steep 
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ICap. iii. 40S) 109 - 



HISTORY OF EUROPE [CnAP XX 

to us summit Three other corps of infantry receired orders 
ascent ,„„,catre of mountains ■ohich surrounded it in front, and, 
clrnih encased on the high-road, descend upon the French 

„ien the action u as en„ „ as directed to uind round the base of 

rear, and cut off their retreat to "N e- 
I, .luiv Luiieu.eu, -nd had nearly succeeded (t) nitlia 
roni The P Napoleon, and troops of less resolution than Ins 

, ..omiestionablj nould hare done so 

ariiiy,ilnnquc creat force, Napoleon had only thirty thousand men, hut 
To oppose ' ■'= 8'“' „„„ „„ a plain, elcated among the 

he had h,s°odicr»aries must necessarily be fatigued in cndeai our- 

mountains, n pad sixty pieces of cannon, and a numerous body of 

excellent condition He immediately perceived lliat it nas neces- 
caialry,in e l„s gronno on the plateau , and, by so doing, he 

sary, at all li e on of Ihe enemy’s ,i,em 

Imped to pre ^ 1 Pa rooicd fornard the tirailleurs of louhcrt to 
T^Thtl the adianced posts of the Imperialists, n ho had already ascended 
to tho'platcau, and, by the light of the moon, arranged his nhole force n ilh 

admirable P™™"„°Veg^^^^ by the Austrian columns, ■nhich 

descendedfrom the semteircular heights of theMonlebaldo, attack- 
'“i ir-mch left After a despcralc rcsislangc, ihc regiments stationed 
n ® ''nJro broken, and ded in disorder, upon nliich hapolton galloped lo 
T'. .n"e o'f n, "oil, nhere the di.is.on of Massdoa, nhich had m^ar W 

, , bad forced 

' do^nupon 

' ' ihc Imperial 

Ihe piaicau,^. ^mdmgs of ihc high-road, 

harms, liy ‘Hcre lodcbouchc upon'thc level surface at its 

on of Lusignan, which had wound unper- 
’ - ' - Uicir rear, 

■ ■ , irmj ccr- 

I irrounding 

^'"'j 'i-nncd ilieir hands, as the) succcssircli took up their ground 
chlTs, and clapp ^ar at the same time, san 

Hieir remaJ col k, and no rKonrcc from the hajoncls of llio Austrians but 

icc of mind of Napoleon did not forsake 


•_.-i~.nronscnucncemiiiediii.a,o.«e„ ^ ^ _ „„elobo 

■ ' spcnsion, at 

istriaiis was 

siispotidtd “1 ,‘lmm '"'c'iiTec them " ‘jniiot rciiaircd lo the Auslmn 
'lSqoaders?froni vhenee, after a coirferenee of an hour, he retornej, as 
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might have heeii expected, ■without having come to any accommodation; hut 
meanwhile the critical period had passed; Napoleon had gained time to face 
the danger, and made the movements requisite to repel these numerous at- 
tacks. Jouhcrl, Avilh the light infantry, was ordered to face about on the 
extreme right to oppose Quasdanowich, while Loclerc and Lasalle, with the 
light cavalry and flying artillery, flew to the menaced point; and a regiment 
of infantry Avas directed to the heights of Tiflaro, to make licad against the 
corps of Lusignan. Far from being disconcerted by the appearance of the 
troops in his rear, he exclaimed, pointing to them, “ These are already our 
prisoners;” and the confident tone in which bespoke soon communicated 
itself to the soldiers, who repealed the cheering expression. The head of 
Quasdanowich’s division, whicli had so bravely won the ascent, received in 
front by a terrible fire of grape-shot, charged on one flank by Lasalle’s horse, 
and exposed on the other to a close discharge of musketry from .louherl, broke 
and staggered backwards down the steep. The fugitives, rushing headlong 
through the column which Avas toiling up, soon threw the Avholc into inextri- 
cable confusion; horse, fool, and cannon struggled together, under a plung- 
ing fire from IheFrcnch balleries, Avluch blew up some ammunilion-Avaggons, 
and produced a scene of frightful disorder. No sooner Avas the plateau deli- 
vered from this flank attack, than Napoleon accumulated his forces on the 
troops AA'hich had descended from the semicircle of the Monlebaldo, and that 
gallant band, destitute of artillery, and depriA’ed.noAV of the expected aid 
from the corps in flank, soon gave Avay,and fled in confusion to the mountains, 
where great numbers AA'cre made prisoners (1). 

During these decisive successes, the di\-ision of Lusignan had gained ground 
on the troops opposed to it, and came to the heights in rear of the army, in 
lime to Avilness the destruction of the three divisions in the mountains. From 
that moment they foresaAV their oavu fate. The victorious troops Avere spee- 
dily directed against this brave division, noAV insulated from all support, and 
depressed by the ruin Avhichit Imd AA’ilnessed in the other parts of the army, 
viaor'^of some lime they stood firm ; but the fire of fifteen pieces of heavy 
NnpoiTon. aiTillei’y, to Avhich they had nothing to oppose, at length compelled 
them to retreat; and, before they had receded far, they met the division of 
Rey, the reserve of Massena, Avhich A\'as approaching. Such Avas the conster- 
nation produced by this unexpected apparition, that the Avholc division laid 
down its arms; AAdiile Quasdanowich, noAv left to his OAvn resources, retired up 
the A'alley of the Adige, and the broken remains Of the centre divisions sought 
refuge behind the rocky stream of the Tasso (2). 
to^ti c^Lower contcnt Avilli these splendid triumphs, Napoleon, on the very 
“"'’night in which they Avere gained, fleAV to the assistance of the troops 
on the LoAver Adige, with part of the division of Massena, Avhich had marched 
all the preceding night, and fought on the folloAving day. It Avas full time that 
he should do so, for on the very day on Avhich llie battle of Rivoli Avas fought, 
Provera had forced the passage of the Adige at Anghiari, and marched be- 
tAveen Augereau and the blockading force by Sanguenetlo to ibe neighbour- 
hood of Mantua, of which he threatened to raise the siege on the folloAving 
morning. Augereau, it is true, had collected his forces, attacked the rear- 
guard of the Austrians during their march, and taken fifteen hundred pri- 
soners and fourteen pieces of cannon; but still the danger AA^as imminent that 

(l) Jom. TiU. 282, 283. Th. viii, 518. X.ip.iii. ( 2 ) Tl>. 518, 519- 283. 28^. K.ip. iil. 
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,jth i." llic main body of Prowa’s forces v-ould gain the fort of St - 
George and pul ihe blockading force between two fires FuHj aware of the 
• .... 1 1,1-1.. e following day, 


■ i • Ives, at sunrise 

on the ISth, at the gale of St ^George, and being dressed in white cloaks, 
were nearly mistaken for a regiment of Frcncli, and admitted wilhin the 
walls Cut ihc error haMng been discovered bj an old sergeant who was cut- 
ting wood near the gate, the drawbridge was suddenly drawn up, and the 
alarm communicated to the garrison llolicnzollern advanced at the gallop, 
but before he could get in, the gales were closed, and a discharge of grape- 
shot repulsed the assailants All liiai da), the garrison under Miolhs combated 
on the ramparts, and gave time for the succours from Rivoli lo arrive Pro- 
op' verasent a bark across iho lake to warn \\urinscr of Ins approach 
?hfr»-«ho and concert a general attack, on the nesfday, upon the blockad- 
lunMd»r° mg force, and m pursuance of the summons, the brave veteran 
presented himself at the trcnclica on the following morning with a large part 
,sib t,n of the garrison Bui the arrival of Napoleon not only frustrated all 
these preparations, but proved fatal lo Provera’s division During the night 
he pushed forward four regiments, which he had brought with him, between 
the fort of Favorite and St •George, so as to prevent ^\u^In5crfrome^‘ectlng a 
junction with the Austrians, who approached to raise tbesicge, and strength- 
ened Scrruricr at the former point, in order to enable Iuiti lo repel any attack 
from the garrison At da) -break, the battle commenced at all points 
■\Vurmspr, after an obslinutc conflict, was thrown back inlo the fortress, 
while Provera, surrounded bj superior forces, and tracked in all Ins doub- 
lings, hkc a furious stag bv ruthless hunters (3), was compelled to lav down 
his arms, with six thousand men In this engagement the STlli regiment ac- 
quired the surname of the /Vrri6/e, from Ihcfurv wiiliwhiclulthrcw itself 
on the Austrian line U was commanded b> \ictor, afterwards Duke of 
Bclhmo 

K».ui I of Thus in three dajs, by bis admirable dispositions, and the exlra- 

11m' ‘ ordmarv aciivit) of his troops, did Napokon not only defeat two 
Austrian armies of much greater force, taken togctlicr, than his own, but 
took from them eighteen thousand prisoners, twenlv-four standards, and 
sixt j pieces of cannon Such was the loss of the cnemj besides, in killed and 
wounded, (hat the Austrians were totallj disabled from kceitmg the field, 
and the i rcnch left in iindispuleil possession of the w hole peninsula History 
has few examples to exhibit of successes so decisive, achieved bj forces so 
inconsiderable (3) 

This was the last cITorl of which Austria was capable, and the immidiate 
consequence of its defeat, the complete subjugation of the peninsula Tlic 
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remains of Alvinzi’s corps relirccl in opposite directions; one pari towards 
- Trent, and another towards Bassano. Napoleon, wliosc genius never appeared 
so strongly as in pursuing the remains of a beaten army, folloAVcd them up 
without intermission. Loudon, who liad taken post at Rovcrcdo with eight 
, thousand men, in order to defend as long as possible the valley of the Upper 
Adige, was driven by .Touhert successively from that town and Trent, with 
the loss of five hundred prisoners, Avhile Jfassena, by a rapid march over the 
mountains, made himself master of Primolano, descended into the gorges of 
the Yal Sugana, turned the position of Bassano, and drove the Austrians, 
with the loss of a thousand prisoners, through Treviso to the opposite hank 
of the Tagliamcnto: where Alvinzi at length, by the valley of the Brave, 
reunited the remnant of his scattered forces (1). 

Notwithstanding these disasters, the public spirit of the Austrian monarchy 
remained unsubdued, and thc cabinet of Vienna continued unshaken in its 
resolution to prosecute the war with vigour. On the other hand, the Direc- 
tory were so much impressed with the imminent risk which the Italian army 
had run, both at Ai'cola and Rivoli, and the evident peril to the Republic, 
from the rising fame and domineering character of Napoleon, that they ■were 
very desirous of peace, and authorized Clarke to sign it, on condition that 
Belgium and the frontier of the Rhine were given to France, an indemnity 
secured to the Stadtholder in Germany, and all its possessions restored to 
Austria in Raly. But Napoleon again resolutely opposed these instructions, 
and Avould not permit Clarke to open the proposed negotiations. “Before 
Mantua falls,” said he, “ every negotiation is premature, and Mantua will he 
in our hands in fifteen days. These conditions will never meet with my ap- 
probation. The Republic is entitled, besides the frontier of the Rhine, to 
insist for the establishment of a state in Italy, which may secure the French 
influence there, and retain in its subjection Genoa, Sardinia and the Pope. 
Without that, Venice, enlightened at last as to its real dangers, will unite 
with the. Emperor, and restrain the growth of democratic principles in its 
Dalian possessions.” The influence of Napoleon again prevailed ; the proposed 
negotiation never was opened, and Clarke remained at Milan, occupied wdth 
bis subordinate duty of investigating the rapacity of the commissaries of the 
army (2). , 

Surrender of Mantua did not long hold out after the destruction of the last 

wantua. destined for its relief. The half of its once numerous garrison 

■was in the hospital ; they had consumed all their horses, and the troops, pla- 
ced for months on half rations, had nearly exhausted a, 11 their provisions. In 
this extremity Wurmscr proposed to Serrurier to capitulate : the French 
commander stated that he could give no definitive answer till the arrival of 
the general-in-chief. Napoleon in consequence ha^ened to Rovcrbella, 
Avhere he found Klenau, the Austrian aide-de-camp, expatiating on the 
pow'erful means of resistance which Wurmser enjoyed, and the great stores 
of provisions which still remained in the magazines. Wrapped in his cloak 
near the fire, he overheard the conversation w'ithout taking any part in it, 
or making himself known; wdVen itw'as concluded, he approached the table, 
took uplbe pen, and wrote on the margin his answer to all the propositions 
of Wurmscr, and when it was finished said to Klenau, “ If Wurmser had only 
provisions for eighteen or tw^enty days, and he spoke of surrendering, he 
■would have merited no favourable terms ; but I resirect the age, the valour, 

(1) Join. viii. 302, 304. Nap. iii. 421-422. (2) Hard. iv. 170, 174. 
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and iJjc 7Tii«farIiiJ)es of Ilic mapsJjal, hero are the covdiUons which I offer 
him, if he surrender lo-morro^ , should he delay a forinight, a month or 
two months, he shall lia\e the sameeoaditions, hemay ^^ait till he has con- 
sumed his last morsel of bread I am now about to cross the Po to march upon 
Rome return and communicate my intentions to jour general ” The aide- 
de-camp, t^ho noM perceived that he was in presence of isapoldon, was pe- 
netrated nifh gratitude for the generosity of the conqueror, and finding 
that it nas useless longer to dissemble^ confessed that they had only provi- 
sions left for three dajs The terms of capitulation were immediately agreed 
on , ftapolcon set out himself to Florence to conduct the expedition against 
r 1 c - 1 .. 1 .1 „ 1 onour of seeing the marshal with all his staff 

d loo much grandeur of mind to insult the 
. ■ presence on (he occasion, his delicacy v>as 

observed by all Europe, and, like theslatucs of Brutus and Cassius at the 
funeral of 3 unia, vv as the more present lo Ihe mind because^he n as w ithdravvn 
from the sight (i} 

By this capitulation, Wurmser was allowed to retire to Austria with all 
Ins staff and five hundred men, the remainder of the garrison, which, in- 
cluding the sick, was still eighteen thousand strong, surrendered their arms, 
and ^as conveyed to Trieste to be Exchanged Fifty standards, a bridge 
equipage, and above five hundred pieces of artillery, comprising all those 
captured at the raising of the first siege, fell into the'hands of the con- 
queror (2) 

1 ' ’ . ’ * 

feeble for * • . • • , • 

refused to ratify ilio trcaij of Bologna, and had openly engaged in hostile 
measures at (he conclusion of the campaign, in conjunction w ith the forces 
of Austria The French troops, in consequence, crossed the Apennines , and 


It to, be frustrated The papn! troops were routed on Hie banks ot bemo : 
like the other Italian armies, they lied on the first onset, and Junot, after 
two hours’ hard riding, found it impossible to mike up with their cavalry. 
Ancona was spccdilj taken, with twelve hundred men, and one hundred 
and twenty pieces of cannon, while a small column on the other side of the 
Apennines pushed as far as Foligno, and Uireatencd Rome itself Aothiiig 
remained to the Vatican but submission, and peace was concluded atTolcn- 
,5ih Ffb tino, on the lOtli Februarj , on terms the most humiliating to tljc 
tX’ ^ ^Jol) Sec The Tope engaged to close bis ports agiinsl the Allies, 
I me cede kvignon and the tcnaisin to I ranee, loaliandon Rologna, 
Ferrara, and the whole of Romagna to its allies in the Slilaiicsc; 
lo admit a garrison of French troops into Ancona, till the concltt''ion of a 
general peace, and to paj a contribution of Ibirt} millions of francs to the 
Victorious Republic Resides this, he was obliged lo surrender a hundred of 
bis principal works of art to the French commissioners . (lie trophies of 
ancient and modern genius were seized on with merciless rapacity; and 
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in a short lime the nohlcsl specimens of the fine arts t\hich existed in the 
■world, the Apollo Belviderc, the Laocoon, the Transfiguration of Raphael, 
the Madonna del Foligno and the Sl.-Jerome of Doininichino, tvere placed 
on the hanks of the Seine (J ). 

Uotiosi'Pct Such ^Yas the campaign of 1790 — glorious to the French arms, 
paipn.”"’’ memorable in the history of the world. Certainly on no former 
occasion had successes so great been achieved in so short a time, or powers 
so vast been vanquished by forces so inconsiderable. From maintaining a 
painful contest on the mountain ridges of their own frontier, from defending 
the Yar and the Maritime Alps, the Republicans found tbemsclves transported 
to the Tyrol and the Tagliamcnto', threatening the hereditary slates of Austria, 
and subduing the whole southern powers of Italy. An army which never 
mustered fifty thousand men in the field, though maintained by successive 
reinforcements nearly at that amount, had not only broken through the 
' barrier of the Alps, subdued Piedmont, conquered Lombardy, humbled the 
whole Italian states, but defeated, and almost destroyed, four powerful armies 
which Austria raised to defend her possessions, and wrenched the keys of 
Mantua from her grasp, under the eyes of the greatest array of armed men 
she had ever sent into the field. Successes so immense, gained against forces 
so vast, and efforts so indefatigable, may almost be pronounced unparalleled 
in the annals of war (2). 

But although its victories in the field had been so brilliant, the internal 
situation of the Republic was in the highest degree discouraging; and it was 
more' than doubtful whether it would continue for any length of time even 
so glorious a contest. Its condition is clearly depicted in a secret report, 
presented, by order of the Directory, on 20lli December, 1796, by General 
Clarke to Napoleon : — “ The lassitude of war is experienced in all parts of 
the Republic. The people ardently desire peace; their murmurs arc loud 
that it is not already concluded. The legislature desires it, commands it, no 
matter at what price; and its continued refusal to furnisli to the Directory 
the necessary funds to carry on the contest, is the best proof of that fact. 
The finances are ruined ; agriculture in vain demands the arms which arc 
required for cultivation. The war is become so universal, as to tbreaten to 
overturn the Republic; all parties, worn out, with anxiety, desire the ter- 
mination of the Revolution. Should our internal misery continue, the 
people, exhausted by suffering, having found none of the benefits which 


(i; Join. viii. 312, 313. Nap, iii. 425. O’Meara, 
ii. 12T. 

This treaty was concluded by the Frencli under 
the idea th.at it would eventually prove fatal to the 
Holy .‘tee. Napoleon proposed to overturn at once 
the papal government : — “ Can we not,” said hr, 
“unite Modena Ferrara, and Romagna, and so foiin 
a powerful Republic? May we not give Rome to the 
King of .Spain, on condition that be recognises the 
new Republic ? I will give peace to the Pope on con- 
dition that he gives us 3,000.000 of the treasure at 
Loretto, and pays the 15,000,000 which remain for 
the armistice. Rome cannot long exist deprived of 
its richest possessions; a revolution will speedily 
break out there.” [Cortes. Secrete de Nap. ii. 5-53. 
Hard. iv. 18 1 .] — On their side, the Uircctoi'y wrote 
as follows to Napoleon : “ "Vour habits of rellectioii, 
J^ncral, must have taught you, that the Roman Ca- 
thohe religion is the irreconcilable enemy of the 
Republic. Ihc Uirectory, therefore, invite you to 
do every thing in your power to destroy' the papal 
government, without in any degree compromising 


the fate of your army, — cillicr by subjccling Rome 
to another power, or, what would he better still, by 
establishing in its intcriorsucb a government asiiiay 

render the rule oftlfc pricstsodious and coiiteinpiihle, 

seture the grand object, that the Pope and the ca^ 
diriais shall lose all hope of remaining at Rome, .and 
may lie compelled to seel, an asylum in soine foiei„n 
slate, where they may he entirely slri|ipcd o cm- 
jtoral power.” — Carres, Conf. de Napoleon, n- 

"Ta'ln w'cURdentinl Ucspatcl, to ''-Directo^ 

of 28lh December, 170G, ^■''1’"’^°“ tiiirtv- 
witli which he commeiifcd the , 

eight thousand five bundled 

reinforcements at twelve thousand six hundred, and 
fih"es W death and incuranle wounds at seven 
thousand There ean he no doubt that lie enormously 
tlioiisand. 1 I reinforcements; for the 

diminished received reinforce- 

Corres. Conf* ii* 3^2' 
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they expected, xmII establish a new order of things, which will in its turn 
generate fresh ^c^olllllons, and wc shall undergo, for twenty or lliirij jears, 
all the agonies con'?equent on such convulsions (1) 

E.irscrji jiuch of ^apol^on’ssucccss was no doubt owing to the admirable 
Jl^rtonof character, imwcaned cnergj, and indomitable courage of the 
troops wliich composed the French army The world had never 
seen an array framed of such materials The terrible whirlwind which had 
overthrown the fabric of society in France, the patriotic spirit which had 
brought its whole population into the field, the grinding misery which had 
forced alt its activity into war, had formed a union of intelligence, sbill, 
and abilitj, among the private soldiers, such as bad never before been 
witnessed in modern warfare The middling — even the higher ranks — were 
to be seen with a musket on llicir shoulders, the great levies of 1793 had 
Spared neither high nor low , the career of glorj and ambition could be 
entered only through the humble portals of the bivouac llcncc itwas that 
the spirit which animated them was so fervent, and ihcir Intelligence so 
remarkable, that the Imnihlesl grenadiers anticipated all the designs of 
their commanders, and knew of ihcmsclves, in cverv situation of danger 
and difficuKj, what should be done When NapoUon spoke to them, in his 
proclamations, of D ulus, Scipio, and Tarquin, ho was addressing men 
whose hearts thrilled at the rcconcciions which these names awaken, and 
when he led them into action after a night-march of ten leagues, he com- 
manded those who felt as thoroughly as himself ilic inestimable importance 
of time in war \\tth truth miglit ^apolton say that his soldiers had sur- 
passed the far famed celerity of Cajsar’s legions (2) 

TMoinf much as was owing to the troops wlio obejed, still more was 
k«poi6en to be ascribed to the genera! who commanded in tins memorable 
efwir campaign In this struggle is to be <ccn the commencement of the 
new 8)Stcm of tactics whicli ^apol<ion brought to such perfection, that of 
accumulating forces in a central situation, striking witii ilic whole mass the 


Montenolte he broke into the centre of ihc Austro-Sardinian armv, when it 
was executing a difilcult moTcmcnl through the mountains, scpiralcd the 
Picdmonlc«o from the ImporialiSi«, accumulated an overwhelming force 
against the latter at Dego, and routed the former when dctaclicd from llieir 
allies at Mondovi When \\urmser approached \croua,withliisarmi divided 
into parts separated from each other h\ a lake, Napolion was on tlic brink of 
ruin ; but he rclricv cil his alTairv bv sjcnricing the «iegc of Manitn, and fall- 
ing with superior niimlicrs, fir«t on QuvMlanowich at I omlo, and tlien on 
■\\iirm«er at Castighone \Micn the second irruption of the Germans took 
place, and urm«er still continued the svstem of div iding his troops, it was 
by a skilful use of his central position that Napoleon dcfeaicd llic«c cfTorls , 
fiisi assailing with a superior force Ihc stih-.idiarj bodj at Ilovcrcilo.niid ihcn 
ptirsuiiig with tlic rapidit) of lightning llie imin bodj of the invaders 
llirough the gorges of the : ' ' 

^aubols was routed in tlic . 
perate, but the central , 

(l) llftmnbyairVf Corrf*! «• 


(5) Tb Ti 1 SW 
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restored the balance; checking, in the firs! instance, the advance of Davi- 
dowich on the plateau of Rivoli, and next engaging in a mortal strife >Yith 
Alvin/J in the marshes Of Areola. When Austria made her final efl’orl, and 
Alvinzi surrounded Jouhei't at Rivoli, it Avas only by the most rapid move- 
ments, and almost incredible activity, that the double attack Avas defeated ; 
tbe same troops crusbing the main body of tbc Austrians on the steeps of the 
Moniebaldo, Avho nftcrAvards surroutulcd l^rovcrn on the lake of Mantua. The 
same system Avas afterwards pursued Avith the greatest success by Wellington 
in Portugal, and Napoleon himself at Dresden, and in the plains of Cham- 
pagne. 

i!..t It \Mii toAA’ards tbc success of such a sA’stem of operations it is indis- 
jgahKt pensable that the troops who undertake it should be superior in 
cIiTmiv bodily activity a\id moral courage to their adversaries, and that 
sMi'rui!"'’ the general- in-chief can securely leave a slender force to cojtc Avith 
the enemy in one quarter, Avhilc he is accumulating his masses to overwhelm 
them in another. Unless this is the case, the commander Avho throws himself 
at the licad of an inconsiderable body into the midst of tbe enemy, Avill he 
certain of meeting instead of indicting disaster. Without such a degree of 
courage and activity as enables him to calculate Avith certainty upon hours, 
and sometimes minutes, it is impossible to expect success from such a hazard- 
ous system. Of Ibis a signal proof occurred in Bohemia in fSlo, Avhen the 
French, encouraged by their great triumph before Dresden, threw themselves 
inconsiderately into the midst of the Allies in the mountains of Toplilz; but, 
meeting thcrc' with the undaunted Russian and Prussian forces, they ex- 
perienced the most'dreadful reverses, and in a feAv days lost the Avhole fruit 
of a mighty victory. 

CniisM or The disasters of the Austrians Avere mainly OAving to the injudicious 
osl’m'of the system Avhich they so perscveringly adopted, of dividing their force 
Austnaiis. j^lo scpafatc hodics, and commencing an attack at the same time 
at stations so far distant that theattacking.colunms could render little assistance 
to each other. This system may succeed A'ery avcII against ordinary troops, or 
timoi'ous generals, Avho, the moment they licar of their flank being turned, 
or their communications menaced, lay doAvn their arms, or fall hack; hut 
against intrepid soldiers, and a resolute commander, who turn fiercely on 
CA-ery side, and bring a preponderating mass first against one assailant, and 
then another, it is almost sure of leading to disasters. The Aulic Council 
Avere not to blame for adopting this system, in the first-instance, against the 
French armies, because it might haA'e been expected to succeed against ordi- 
nary troops, and had done so in many previous instances; but they Avere 
inexcusable for continuing it so long, after the character of the opponents Avith 
Avhom they had to deal had so fully displayed itself. Thesjstem of concentric 
attacks rarely succeeds against an able and determined enemy, because the 
chances Avhicb the force in the centre has of beating first one column and 
then another, are so considerable. When it does, it is only Avhen the different 
masses of the attacking party, as at Leipsic and Dresden, are so immense, 
that each can stand a separate encounter for itself, or can fall back, in the 
event of being outnumbered, Avilhout seriously endangering, by such a 
retreat, the safety of the other assailing columns. 

G^nnai Thc Italian cariipaign demonstrates, in the most signal manner, 
thc vast im])orlance of fortresses in Avar, and the vital consequence 
ratnpaien. baiTiei’ lo aiTesl the course of military conquest. ,The sur- 

render of the fortresses of Coni, Alexandria, and Tortona, hy giving the 
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French a ‘iccure base for Iheir operations, speedily made them masters of the 
mIjoIc of Lomhardy, i\hile the ‘single fortress of Mantua arrested their Mcto- 
nous arms for six months, and gave time to Austria to collect no less than 
four powerful armies for its delirerance Ao man understood this better than 
hapoleon, and accordingly, wtliout troubling himself >^ith the projects so 
carnestlj pressed upon him of rerolutionizing Piedmont, he grasped the for- 
tresses and thercbj laid (he foundation for all his subsequent conquests. 
■\^ltll0Ut the surrender of the Piedmontese citadels, he would not ha\e been 
able to push Jus adrantagcs m ItaJj beyond (lie Po, but for the hactions of 
Mantua, he might lia^c earned them, as in llie succeeding campaign, to the 
Danube 

It is melancholy to reflect on the degraded state of the Italian powers dur- 
ing this terrible struggle \n iniasion, which brought on all her people un- 


rocn who were to he (he reward of (he strife Ihe country ot Casar anu 
Scipio, of Cato and Brutus, beheld m "Silent dismay the protracted contest of 
two provinces of its ancicni empire, and prepared Jo how the nect m abject 
submission to either of its former vassals which might prove victorious m the 
strife A division of the French army was sufficient to disperse the levies of 
the Roman people. Such is the consequence of political divisions and long- 
contmued prospenty, even in the richest and most favoured countries, and 
of that fatal policy w Inch w uhcr» the <pints of men, by habiluating them to 
degrading occupations, and renders them incapable of asserting tlicir national 
independence, b\ dcsirovingtlie warlikespint by which alone it can be per- 
manently secured 

car-Mi^nn FiHallv, lilts campaign evinced, m (he mo^t signal manner, the 
” per>ev ering character and patriotic spirit of (he Austrian people, 

A«iif ■01. ^ -,j,j jjjp prodigious efToris of whirl) its monarchv is capable, wlicn 
roii‘!cdby real danger to vigorous exertion It is impossible to contemplate, 
williout admiration, the vast armies which they succe'sivelv sent into the 
field, and the unconquerable courage with which thev returned to a contest 
where ‘lo many ilioii«and» of ilicir countrymen had perished before them. 
Had ihey been guided bv greater, or oppo«cd by Ic^s ability, they unques- 
tionably v>ould have been succc^fnl, and even against Ihe ‘loldiers of the 
Dalian army, and the genius of -Napoli on, (he «cales of fortune ropcafcdlj 
liung equal \ nation, capable of ■^uch sacrifices, can hardly ever be per- 
mancnlJv subdued, a government, actuated hi such «!cidv principles, mii>t 
ultimately he triumphant Stirh, accordmglv , has been the ca'^c in tlie present 
instance aristocratic finuncss in the end asserted its wonted superiority over 
democratic vigour, the dreams of Republican cqualitv have been forgotten, 

I . I . , ..-I -r^-od, the French eagles have 

‘ I much hlood'lied, has fimtly 
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CHAPTER XXL 

CAMPAIGN OF 179G IN GEnMANV. 

ARGUMENT. 


Great DifTicullics ol the French Government at the commencement of this year— Ihit her 
Foreign Relations had signally improved Triple Alliance of Austria, Rnssia, and Kngland 
—Painful division of Opinion iiv lingland on the War— Violence of the parties in the close 
of 1795— Attack on the King tvhen going to Parliament- Arguments of the Opposition on the 
AVar .Answer of the Government- Real ohjects in view by the dirferenl Parties— Supplies 
voted iiy Parliament— Pills against Public Meetings— Arguments against and for them— 
They pass into Laws— Rencctions on these Statutes— Proposals for Peace by the Rritish 
government, which are rejected by the Directory— Operations of Iloche in la A''cnd(ic — 
Previous Successes of Cbareile and Stofllet during the Winter— Ueaih of StofTlet— Heroic 
conduct of Charelte—L’ul he is at length taken and Shot His Death and Character— Fine 
Observations of Napoleon upon him— Termination of the war in la Vendee — Preparations 
of the Austrians— Archduke Charles put at the he.ad of the Army in Germany— J'orces of 
the contending Parties on the Rhine- Designs of the Aulic Council - Plan of Ihc Republicans 
—They cross the Lowcr-Rhinc, .and gain some Success- But arc driven hack across that 
River by the Archduke— Operations of Moreau on the Upper-Rhino- His Origin and Cha- 
racter-Organization of his Army— Passage of the Rhine by Moreau— Admirable skill shown 
in that Operation Cautious Movements of Moreau— He advances towards the Black Forest 
—The Archduke hastens to the scone of Danger— Indecisive Action on the Rhine- The 
French gain Success on the Imperial Right- The Archduke resolves to Retreat into Bavaria 
-Operations on the Lower-R bine -Erroneous Plan of the Campaign by the Directory- 
Admirable Plan of the Archduke to counteract it - He retires through the Black Forest- 
Indecisive Action at N'eresheim— Operations of Jourdan— lie advances into Franconia— 
The Archduke joins Wartenslehen, and falls with their unileu Force on .Tourdan— Who is 
defeated at Amherg— He is again routed near Wurtzhurg— Great effects of this Victory — 
Continued and disastrous Retreat of Jourdan— Archduke again defeats him, and drives him 
across the Rhine — Severe struggle of Latour with Moreau on the Danube — Archduke threa- 
tens Moreau’s retreat at Kelil— Moreau resolves to retreat, which he does in the most lirm 
and methodical manner — Defeats Laloural Biberach- And retires leisurely through iheBlack 
Forest— Battle of Lmmindingen, between Moreau and Ihc Archduke— Retreat of Moreau — 
Austrians refuse an Armistice on the Rhine- Long and bloody siege of Kehl— Fall of the 
Tfite-de-ponl at Hungingen— Reflections on this Campaign— Prodigious Contributions levied 
by the Republicans in Germany— Disgust consequently excited there- Noble and patrioiic 
spiritof theAustrian people— New Convention between France and Prussia— DeplorahleSlale 
of the French Marine- Successes of the English in the East and West Indies Capture of 
Ceylon— General joy which these Conquests diffuse in England Continued Deplorable Slate 
of Sl.-Domingo- Treaty of Alliance between France and Spain— Overtures for a General 
Peace made by Greal-Britain which prove unsuccessful-alarming St te of Ireland— 
Designs of the Directory, and Hoche, against that Country— The Expedition sets Sail— It is 
dispersed by Tempests- And regains Brest- Reflection’s on the Failure of this Expedition- 
Death of tile Empress Catharine- Her Character- Retirement of Washington from Public 
Life— His perfect Character, and admirable Valedictory Address to his Countrymen. 

S^im's'l'f tiir Wren the Directory ■were called, Dy the suppression of the insur- 
' I'reiicii Go- I’cction of tlic Sections, and the estahlishmenl of the new conslitu- 

vcmiTiPiit tit ' • 

the com- ■ tion, to the helm of the state, they found the Republic in a very 
?fThi™e"r. critical situation, and its affairs externally and internally involved 
in almost insurmountable difficulties. The finances ■w'ere in a state of in- 
creasing and inextricable confusion ; the assignats, which had for long consti- 
tuted the sole resource of government, had fallen almost to nothing; ten 
thousand francs in paper were hardly worth twenty francs in specie, and the 
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On Jlicollierhand, U argued bj Uie Admmistration, that it was neres- 
•sary to consider the bill attentndy before representing it in such odious 
colours, that it imposed restrictions only on public assemblies, and left un- 
fettered the press, the great palladium of liberty in e>ery rcpresentalue 
monarchy; that public meetings required to he narrowlj watched in tur- 
bulent times, because it nas in such great assemblages that the pa«sjons 
loot, (Ire. and men were precipitated, by mutual applause, into Molcnl 

, ■ « ... .1 . p 4„ 

■ .• • • tap- 

I ■ ■ ... ■ ; , ■ 

levelled, was notorious, being notnuig icss inaii lui. utL.4iuiu i.. . . mo- 
narch), and the formation of a republican constitution similar to that 
rct'.hliNhed with such disastrous eirecls in France; that the proposed enact- 


ordinary remedies; and that no uangcr was lu ue cippiv.iii.iiui.u tu ; .... 
freedom, as long as the press was unfettered, and juries regarded with so 
much jealousy, as they now did, all the measures which emanated from the 
Bull aulliorily of government. The bill passed the House of Commons by 

laiouvi jfjjjoni) of two hundred and fourteen to fortj-lwo, and the 
House of Lords by sixtj-six to seven (1) 
oppo.iti9n So exasperated were the Opposition nilh the success of ilinislcrs 
diyiSr*'" on this occasion, that Mr. Fox, and a large part of the minonlj, 
Ti.ihftrpwr nlfoccthcr for a considerable time from the House, a ruinous 
' • . * : , • • * . . on 

, • ^ 1 • I . ■ i its 

duration to three jears, and, alter passing iioin liouscs, leunw luc lojal 
assent (2). 

On coolly review mg the subject of such vehement contention m the Par- 
liament and the nation, it is impossible to den> that it is bc«ctwilh dilTi- 
cultics; and that nothing hut the manifest danger of the times could have 
furnished an cvcu«e for <o wide a dciialion from the principles of Kritish 
freedom At the same time, it is manifest that the hills, limited as iliej were 
m their duration, and partial m llieir operation, w ere not calculated to pro- 
duce the jnisclijcfs which ibcir opponents so confidently predicted. The proof 
of tins IS dccisi^ e the bills were passed, and the liberties of England not onlj 
remained entire, but haic since that time continually gone on increasing 
In truth, the management of a coimlr) which has become infected amIIi the 
contagion of democratic ambition, is one of the most dilllcuU mailers in 
prtvprnmeni and of which Ihc principles are only now beginning lo he 


RrftrriiMn but tlic passioH springingifom popuui auiLuUun xui. ...s , ' ? 

founded m reason and justice, is easily dealt wiih ; it subside^ 


of power, IS insaiiahiL; u • 
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conducts the nation, through hlood and suircring, hy a sure and rapid process, 
to military despotism. The same danger to freedom is to be apprehended 
from the prevention of the expression of real sudering, as from the concession 
of fuel to democratic ambition. Iteform and redress arc the remedies suited 
to the former; resistance and firmness the regimen adapted to the latter. In 
considering, tliercfore, ■whether the measures of Mr. Pitt at that period -were 
justifiable or not, the question is, did the public discontents arise from the 
experience of real evils, or the contagion of democratic ambition? and when 
it is recollected from what example, in the neighbouring kingdom, these 
passions were excited, how much the liberties of England have subsequently 
augmented, and what a career of splendour and prospei iiy has since been 
opened, it is evident that no rational doubt can be entertained on the subject. 
And the event has proved, that more danger to freedom is to be apprehended 
from concession than resistance in such circumstances; for British liberty 
has since that time steadily increased, under all the coercion applied by a 
firm government to its excesses; while French enthusiasm has led to no 
practical protection of the people; and the nation has perpetually laboured 
under a succession of despots, in the vain endeavour to establish a chimerical 
equality. 

Previous to the opening of the campaign of 1796, the British go- 
yevnment, in order to bring the French Directory to the test,' 
thocritw. authorized their agent in Switzerland, Mr. 'Wickham, to make ad- 
vances to their minister on the subject of a general peace. The 
"/eDirer or). Directory replied, that they could only treat on the footing of the 
constitution; in other words, that they must insist on retaining the Low-Coun- 
tries. This at once brought matters to an issue, for neither Austria nor Eng- 
land was as yet sufficiently humbled to consent to such terms. The declara- 
tion of this resolution, however, on the part of the Directory, was of great 
service to the English cabinet, by demonstrating the irnpossibilily of treating 
without abandoning all the objects of the war, and putting France perma- 
nently in possession of a salient angle, from which it threatened the liberties 
of all Europe, and which experience has proved cannot be left in its bands, 
Feb. isanrt without cxposiog ihcm to imminent hazard. Mr. Pitt accordingly 
April ig, announced the resolution of the Directory to the British Parliament, 
and immediately obtained further supplies for carrying on the Avar, — an 
additional loan of L.7,500,000 AA'as negotiated, upon as favo'ux'able terms as 
the former, and echequer bills, to the amount of L. 6,000,000 more, put at the 
disposal of gOA'crnment, out ofAvhich L.o,000,000 Avas granted to Austria (1). 
Operations The first active operations of this memorable year took place in 
la VenUte. ‘ la Yendee, where the Republican general, Hoche, commanded an 
army of 100,000 men. This vast force, the greatest Avhich the Republic had 
on foot, composed of all the troops in the AA-est of France, and those drawn 
from Biscay and the western Pyrenees, AA'as intrusted to a general of lAventy- 
seA’en years of age, Avhose absolute poAver extended oA'er all the insurgerit 
provinces. He AA^as every way qualified for the important hut difficult duty 
with Avhich he AA'as charged. EndoAV’ed hy nature with a clear judgment, an 
intrepid character, and an unconquerable resolution ; firm, sagacious, and 
humane, he Avas eminently fitted for that mixture of geiitleness and resolu- 
tion Avhich is necessary to heal the Avounds and subdue the.passions of civil 
war. This rare combination of civil and military qualities might have ren- 

(1) Aim. Reg. 179G. .App. lOS. TJi. liii. SOO, 201. Join, viii. 8. 
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had he li>ed, to ha\e ioJionta lue V „j j, , 

steps of CiEsnr or Cromwell ( 1 ) 

Iloclie's plan, ■which iias appro>ed of by the Director}, was to reduce la 
V ’ - "r,/i •>!! flip nrovmccs lo ihc south of the Loire, before mailing any 
• • ■ * ’ ■ ■ Allllie 

■ ■ Repvib- 

oslilities 

•were continued, and to levy lilt iittLssuij j ‘ , isanlry, 

^ - 1 ‘tip Republicans were to bo 

’ ■ • Pardon was proclaimed 

‘ ' . • nic those w ho continued 

the contest were ordered to i>c suot^_; 

During the absence of Hochc at Pans, in the depth of winter, 
, ’ o ,c nl-»n with the Director}, the Royalist chiefsj 

• ' >!ofllcl, gamed considerable snccesscs , 

J ' "••Aviwpea bif] nndr liiilc nrogress; 

•• • . d 

in the rear of the IVepublica * . s- 

lorecl Mgour and unanimity to their operations Charctie was closely pur- 
. « « the command of General Traiotj while Siof- 

■ with (he other Ho}aIisls, was driicnhack 

^ • a last resource, Charctie collected all Ins 

forces, and attacked his antagonist at (he passage of La tic llic Royalists, 
seized with a sudden panic, did not combat with their accustomed iigour; 
their ranks were speedily broken, ihcir ariillcry, ammunition, and sacred 
Ch«vi(<’ It Standard, all fell into die hands of the cnem} ; Gharelic himself 
dcr»i«d with dilTicuU} made his escape, with forty or fifty followers, and, 
wandering through forests and marshes, owed his safely to the incorruptible 
Dtaihot fidelity of the peasants of the Marais In \ain he endeavoured to 
iiowet elude his pursuers and join SloIIlcl, that intrepid chief, liimscif 

pressed Ly the forces of the Republic, after escaping a thousand penis, was 
betrayed by one of his followers at the farm of Pegnmaud, where he was 
seized, gagged, and conducted to Angers. He there met death witli the ^ame 
j .’I « - 1 /i.e»inAj,«hfd hislifefj) 


disgusted with liis situation, uiai nt iwim« __ 

the command Rut Carnot, aware of his abilities, instead of accepting his 
rcsrnalion, confirmed him in his appointments, and, asa mark of llie cslccm 
of government, sent him two fine horses, a present not only luglilj accept- 
able but ab«ohitel} iiecc«sar} (o (lie young general forthoiigh at thehcad 
of one hundred thousand men, and master of a qnartir of f ranee, he was 
reduced to siichstrail>b) the fall oflhcjiapLr in which the wliolc jtaj of the 
armv was rerened, lint he was nlisoluleh without hordes, or equipage of 
any kind and v.as glad to sujiplj lu»imnicdialc necessities bj taking halLa- 


Si 
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dozen bridles and saddles, and a few bottles of rum, from the stores left by 
the English in Quiberon bay (1). 

jieroic^con-^ Charctte was now the only remaining obstacle to the entire suh- 
Ict'to” jugation of the country; for as long as he lived, it never could be 
considered as pacified. Anxious to get quit of so formidable an enemy on any 
terms, the Directory offered him a safe retreat into England Avith his family 
and such of his folloAvers as he might select, and a million of francs for his 
own maintenance. Charette replied — “ 1 am ready to die with arms in my 
hands; but not to fly and abandon my companions in misfortune. All the 
vessels of the Republic would not be sulBcient to transport my brave soldiers 
in England. Far from fearing your menaces, I will myself come to seek you 
in your own camp.” The Royalist officers, who perceived that further resist- 
ance had become hopeless, urged him to retire to Britain, and aw^ait a more 
favourable opportunity of renewing the contest at the head of the princes 
and nobility of France. “ Gentlemen,” said he, with a severe air, “ I am not 
here to judge of the orders which my sovereign has given me : Hmow them ; 
they are the same Avhich I myself have solicited. Preserve towards them the 
same fidelity which I shall do ; nothing shall shake me in the discharge of my 
duty (2).” 

lie is at This indomitable chief, however, could not long withstand the 
prison immense bodies which were now directed against him. His band 
and shot, grudually reduced from seven hundred to fifty, and at last, 
ten folloAvers. With this handful of heroes he long kept at bay the Republi- 
can forces; but at length, pursued on every side, and tracked out like a 
wild-beast by blood-hounds, he was seized, after a Wious combat, and con- 
ducted, bleeding and mutilated, but unsubdued, to the Republican head- 
quarters. ' 1 

General Travot, Avith the consideration due to illustrious misfortune, 
treated him Avith respect and kindness, but could not avert his fate. lie was 
conducted to Angers, where he Avas far from experiencing from others the 
generous treatment of this brave Republican general. Slaltreated by the bru- 
tal soldiery, conducted along, yet dripping with blood from his Avounds, be- 
fore the populace of the toAvn, Aveakened by loss of blood, he had need of all 
his fortitude of mind to sustain his courage ; but, even in this extremity, his 
firmness never deserted him. On the 27th March he AA'as removed from the 
prison of Angers to that of Nantes. He entered into the latter town, preceded 
by a numerous escort, closely guarded by gendarmes and generals glittering 
in gold and plumes ; himself on foot, with his clothes torn and bloody, pale 
and extenuated ; yet more an object of interest than all the splendid throng 
by whom he AA’as surrounded. Such AA'as his exhaustion from loss of blood, 
that the undaunted chief fainted on leaving the Quarter of Commerce ; but no 
sooner AA^as his strength reviATd by a glass of water, than he marched on, en- 
during for tAVO hours, Avith heroic constancy, the abuse and imprecations of 
the populace. He Avas immediately conducted to the military commission. 
His examination lasted tAvo hours ; but his answers Avere all clear, consistent, 
and dignified ; openly avoAving his Royalist principles, and resolution to 
maintain them to the last. Upon hearing the sentence of death, he calmly 
asked for the succours of religion, AA'hich AA'erc granted him, and slept peace- 
ably the night before his execution (o). 


(l) All. viii. 214 . 

(,2) I.ac. xiii. 75, 


(3) Brau. IV. 201,202. 
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On the folloAAjng morning he was brought out to the scaffold Tlie rolling 
of drums, the a^scmblj of all the troops and national guard, a countless mul- 
titude of spectators, announced the great event ^^lllch was approaching. At 
' ’ • • . • '* ■- '•'p the stairs of the pri- 

■■ ■ * retlieeveculionwas to 

; ' , • ■ advanced to the ap- 


"driVif- perished Charcltc, the last and most indomitable of the Ven- 
i«r dean chiefs Though the early massacres winch stained the Roja- 
list cause at Machecoult were perpetrated without his orders, )ct he had not 
the romantic generosity, or humane turn ofmind, which formed the glorious 
characteristics of hescure, Larochcjaquelein, and Donchamps. IIis mmd, 
cast m a rougher mould, was steeped in deeper colours; and in the later 
stages of the contest, he executed, without scruple, all the seventies winch 
the terrible war in winch he was engaged called forth on both sides. If lus 
jealousy of others was sometimes injurious to the Royal cause, his uncon- 
querable firmness prolonged it after cverj other chance of success was hope- 
less; his single arm supported the struggle when the bravest of his followers 
were sinking in despair , and he has left behind him the glorious reputation 
of being alike mnncible in resolution, inexhaustible m resources, and un- 
subdued la disaster (2) 

The death of Gharctic terminated the war in the west of France, and gave 
more joy to the Republicans than the most brilliant victory over the Aus- 
trians The vast arm) of Hoche spread over the whole country from the Loire 
to the British Channel, gradually pressed upon the msnrgenl provinces, and 
drove the peasantry back towards the shores of the ocean Thcpolicj pursued 
by the Republican general on this occasion was a model of wisdom ; he took 
the utmost pains to conciliate the parish priests, who Ind so pow erful an in- 
fluence over the minds of the people, and as his columns advanced, seized 
the cattle and grain of the peisaniry, leaving at Ihcir dwellings a notice that 
they would be restored to them when llicj gave up Ihcir weapons, but not 
till then The consequence was, that the poor people, threatened with fa- 
mine, if these their onlj resources were withheld, were compplled univer- 
sal! j to surrender tlieir arms Thcarm), advancing slowly, completed in this 
way the disarming of the peasantry as they proceeded, and left nothing m 
llieir rear from which danger was to be opprehended. At length 
u vmhu/ they reached the ocean ; and though the most resolute of the in- 
surgent bands fought w itli the courage of despair when they found tliemsclv es 
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driven back to the sea-coast, yet the great work was at length accomplished, 
the country universally disarmed, and the soldiers put into cantonments in 
the conquered district. The people, weary of a contest from which no hope 
could now be entertained, at length every where surrendered their arms, 
and resumed their pacific occupations; the Republicans, cantoned in the vil- 
lages, lived on terms of friendship with their former enemies, mutual ex- 
asperation subsided, the clergy communicated openly with a leader who had 
first treated them with sincerity and kindness, and before the end of the 
summer, lloche, instead of requiring new troops, was able to send great rein- 
forcements to the Directory for the support of the armies on the Rhine and 
in Italy (1). 

-picpara. Mcanwliile, the cabinet of Vienna, encouraged by the brilliant 
Aa.trians. achievements of Clairfait at the conclusion of the last campaign, 
aiarlc^pnt a^d awarc, from the incorporation of Flanders with the French 
ot tile army Rcpublic, that 00 accommodaMou was to be hoped for, was mak- 
in German,, ing ihc ulmost cfToits to prosccutc the War with eficct. A new 
levy of twenty-five thousand men took place in the hereditary slates; the 
regiments were universally raised to their full compliment ; and every effort 
was made to turn to advantage the military spirit and numerous population 
of the newly acquired province of Galicia. Clairfait, the conqueror of the 
lines of Mayence, made a triumphal entry into Vienna with unprecedented 
splendour; but the Aulic Council rewarded his achievements by the appoint- 
ment of the Archduke Charles to the command of the armies on the Rhine ; 
a step which, however ill deserved by his gallant predecessor, was soon jus- 
tified by the great military abilities of the young prince (2). 

The character of this illustrious chief cannot be better given than in the 
words of his great antagonist. “ Prince Charles,” said Napoleon, “ is a man 
whose conduct can never attract blame, llis soul belongs to the heroic age, 
but his heart to that of gold. More than all, he is a good man; and that in- 
cludes every thing when said of a prince (5).” 

fovces of tlic Contending parties on the Rhine were nearly 
o"n j Imperialists had a great superiority in the number 

uiun'e. and quality of their cavalry. On the Upper Rhine, Moreau com- 
manded 71,000 infantry and 6,500 cavalry; while Wurmser, who Avas opposed 
to him, was at the head of 62,000 foot and 22,000 horse; but, before the 
campaign was far advanced, 50,000 men Avere detached from this army to 
reinforce the broken troops of Beaulieu in Italy. On the LoAver Rhine, the 
Archduke was at the head of 71,000 infantry and 21,000 cavalry; Avhile the 
army of the Sambre and Meuse, under Jourdan, numbered 65,000 of dhe 
former arm, and 11,000 of the latter. The disproportion between the nume- 
rical strength on the opposite sides, therefore, was not considerable; but 
the superiority of the Germans in the number and quality of their cavalry 
gave them a great advantage in an open country, both in profiting by suc- 
cess and arresting disaster. But, on the other hand, the French Avere in pos- 
session of the fortresses of Luxemburg, ThionAulle, Metz, and Sarelouis, 
Avhich rendered the centre of their position almost unassailable; their right 
was covered by Huningen, ueAV BrisacU, and the fortresses of Alsace, and 
, their left by Maestricht, Juliers, and the iron barrier of the Netherlands; 
AA'hile the Austrians had no fortified point whatever to support either of 
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Aiuiriiins sagc of tlio MosclIc, Cam llic Mar into Flanders, and rescue that 
flourishing pro% incc {rdm the grasp of the Republicans , and for this purpose 
they had brought the greater mass of their forces to the Loner Rhine On 
the Upper, they proposed to lay siege to Landau, and, having drnen the 
Republicans o\er the mountains on the nest of the >alley of the Rhine, 
blockade Strasburg But for some reason fwhich has never been dnulged, 
ihej remained in a state of inactnity until the end of May, •nhile Beaulieu 
mill riR> thousand men nas slrnmg in tain to resist the torrent ofTsipo- 
Idon’s conquests in Lorabardj The consequences of this delay pro^ cd fatal 
to the nholc campaign Hardly nas the armistice denounced m the end of 
3 in May, Moj , TshcH 30 ordcf amtcd to Wurmscr to detach tnenty-five 
thousand of his best troops by the Tyrolese Alps into Italy; a 
deduction nliich, by nctcssanly reducing the Imperialists on the Upper 
Rhine to the defensive, rendered it hardly possible for the Archduke to push 
fornard the other army lor\ard» the Moselle There still remained, honeicr, 
one hundred and fifty thousand Imperialists on the frontiers of Germany, 
including abotc forty thousand superb cavalry, a force which, if earlier 
brought into action, and placed under one leader, might liaro changed the 
fate of the war. The French inferiority in horse was compensated by a 
superiority of twenty thousand foot soldiers The Austrians had the im* 


pent at Busseldorf, so far remoted to the north as to be of little scr> ice m 
commencing operations. ' 

The csents of this struggle demonstrate in the most striking manner the 
great importance of early success m war, and by what a necessary chain 
of consequences an inconsiderable advantage at hrst often determines the 
fate of a campaign A single Mctory gainnl by the Austrians on IhoSarrc 
or the ^loselle would liaic compelled the French armies to dissoUc them- 
selves in order to garrison the frontier towns, and the Directory, to defend 
Its own territories, would have been obliged to arrest the career of Aapo- 
Kou in the Italian plains, white, by taking the initiative, and carrying 
the war into Germany, they were enabled to leave llieir fortresses defence- 
less, and swell, by their garrisons, the invading force, which soon proved 
50 perilous to the Austrian monarchy (5) 
fun of tb. The plan of the Republicans was to move fonvard the army of 
the Sambre and Meuse by Busseldorf, to tlie right bank of the 
Rhine, In order to thrciten the comniuntcntion of the Archduke willi 
Germany, induce him to recrosj, ii, and facilitate the passage of the upper 
part of the stream hy Moreau In confdrmity with this design, KIcber, on 
theSOtU Mav, crossed the Rhine .it Busseldorf, and, with twcnlv-five tliou- 
sand men, begin to press the Austrians on the Sicg, where the Arekdukc 
had only twentv thousand, thegreat hulk ofhis army, «ixtv thousand strong, 
being on tlic right bank, vn front of Maycncc. The Republicans succeeded m 

(I) Ar.l.acl».l. |M^ Joo «*• «« « f« A«l.Jol*CWlo..il 201 
T.il :o9 SOT Jo® 1T3 
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Jnnc 4 . defeating the advanced posts of the Imperialists, crossed the Sieg, 
JilcLTcr turned the position of Ukeralh, and drove them back to Allcnkir- 
Kiiincnna. c])cn. Tliei’c thc Auslrians stood firm, and a severe action look 
fu™' place. General Nev, Nvilh a body of light troops, turned their left, 
and threatened their communications; -while Kleher, having advanced 
through the hills of Weyershusch, assailed their front ; and Soult menaced 
their reserve atKropach. The result of these movements was, that the Aus- 
trians were driven behind the Lahn at Limburg, with the loss of fifteen 
hundred prisoners, and lAvelvc pieces of cannon (J). 

This victory produced the desired efTcel, by drawing the Archduke, Avith 
the greater part of his forces, across the Rhine, to succour the menaced points. 
On the lOlh, he passed that river Avith thirty-lAVO battalions and eighty squa- 
drons, arrived in the neighbourhood of Limburg four days after, and moved, 
Avith forty-five thousand infantry and eighteen thousand cavalry, against the 
They arc Republicans on the German side. Jourdan, upon this, leaving Mar- 
ccau AA'ith lAvcnty thousand men near Maycnce, crossed the Rhine 
nl’e'Arcil- Neuwied, Avilh the bulk of bis forces, to support Klebcr. Ilis 
.hike. intention Avas to cover the inA'cslment of Ehrenbreitzen, and, for 

iGtiiJune. this purpose, cross the Lahn and attack Wartensleben, Avho com- 

manded the adA'anced guard of the Imperialists ; but the Archduke, resolved 
to take' the initiative, anticipated him by a day, and commenced an attack 
AA'ith all his forces. The position of the Republicans Avas in the highest degree 
critical, as they Avere compelled to fight Avith the Rhine on their right flank, 
and between them and France, Avhich would have exposed them to utter 
ruin in case of a, serious rev'crse. The Archduke judiciously brought the mass 
of his forces against the French left, and, having overAvhelmed it, Jourdan 
was compelled to draw back all his troops, to avoid being driven into the 
river, and completely destroyed amidst its precipitous banks. lie accord- 
ingly retired to WeuAvied, and recrossed the Rhine, AA'hilc Kleher, received 
orders to retire to Dusseldorf, and regain the left bank. Kray pursued him 
AA'ith the right Aving of the Austrians, and a bloody and furious action ensued 
at Ukerath, AA'hich at length terminated to the disadA'antage of the Fi'ench; 
in consequence of the impetuous charges of the Imperial cavalry. Kleher 
indignantly continued his retreat, and regamed the intrenched camp around 
the tMe-de-pont at Dusseldorf (2J . 

of Moreau MeauAvhile the army on the Upper Rhine, under the command 
por'n'iiiic! had commenced offensiA'c operations.' This great gene- 

.niiddlarao- ^loi’l'aix in Brittany, had been originally bred 

t<r. to the bar, blit, during the public dangers of 1795, having been 
called to the profession of arms, he rapidly rose to the rank of general of 
division. His talents, his Airtues, and his misfortunes, haA’e secured him a 
distinguished place in the page of history. Gifted Avith rare sagacity, an im- 
perturbable coolness in presence of danger, and a rapid coup d'ceil in the 
field of battle, he Avas eminently qualified for military success; but bis mo- 
desty, moral indecision, and retiring habits, rendered him unfit to cope in 
political life with the energy and ambition of Napoleon. He Avas, accordingly, 
■illustrious as a general, but unfortunate as. a statesman; a sincere Repu- 
blican, he disdained to accept elevation at the expense of the public freedom ; 


Mil. 308. Hey, 155 , 177 ^ ^rch. Ch. ii. 61, 74. 
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had considerably 'weakened. Ihc trench centre, Ihirtj thousand strong, 
cantoned at the foot of the \ o«ges mountains, was placed under the orders of 
Dcs\i\ (2) ; the left wing, under St -Ctn, had its headquarters at Deuxponls, 
while the right, under Moreau m person, occupied Strasburg and llunmgen 
TIic Austrians, in like manner, were in three divisions^ the right wing, 
twent)-two thousand strong, was encamped m the neighbourhood of Kaj- 
serslaiitern, and communicated with the Archduke Charles, the centre, 
under the orders of Slarra^, amounting to Iwenlj-three thousand infantry 
and nine thousand horse, was at Muschbacli and Manhcim, while the left 
Wing, comprehending tvsentj-four thousand infantry and seven thousand 
cavalry, extended along the course of the Ilhinc from Philipsburg to lUlc. 
Thu<5, notwithstanding all ihcir misfortunes, the Imperialists still adhered to 
the ruinous sjstem of extending their forces; a plan of operations destined to 
bring about all hut the rum of the monarchy (5). 
thTSuiw ilorcau resolved to pass the Rhine at Strasburg, as that powerful 
hjHantv fortress was an exccncnt point of departure, while the numerous 
wooded islands which there interrupted the course of llic river, afTorded 
ever) facility for the concealment of the project. The fortress of Kebl on the 
opposite shore, being ncgligcnth guarded, lav open to surprise, and, once 
secured, promi«cd the moans of a safe passage to the whole armj . The Aus- 
trians on the Upper Rliine were, from the very beginning of tlic campaign, 
reduced to the defensive, m consequence of the large detachment made 
under urmser to the Tyrol, while the invasion of Germany by thcarmj of 
Jourdan, spread the belief that it was in that quarter that the serious attack 
of the Republican^ was to be made. To mislead Ihc Imperialists still further 
from ilia real design, Moreau made a general attack on their mtrcnchmcnis 
at Manhcim, which had the effect of inducing them to withdraw the greater 
part of their forces to the right bank, leaving only fiflccn battalions to guard 
the Ulc-de-pont on the French side. Meanwhile, A\ urmscr hav mg departed 
at the head of twcntj^ciglil thousand choice troops for Italy, the command 
of both armies devolved on the Archduke Moreau deemed thi» j'lmcturc 
favourable for the execution of his design upon Kehl, and accordingly, on 
»jd !«• the c> cning of the 23d, the gales of Strasburg w ere suddenly closed, 

all intercourse w illi Ibc German shore was rigidly prohibited, and columns 
of troops marched in all directions towards the point of embarkation (i). 

The points selected for this hazardous operation were Gamhsheim and 
Ivchl. Twelve thousand men were collected at the first point, and sixteen 
thousand at the second, both detachments being under the orders of Dcsaix, 
while the forces of the Impcnahsls were so scattered, that they could not 
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assemble above seveiilcen thousand men in forty-eight hours in any quarter 
that might be menaced. At midnight, the troops defiled in different columns 
and profound silence toivards the stations of embarkation; -while false 
attacks, attended -with much noise and constant discharges of artillery, -were 
Admirnhlc made at other places, to distract the attention of the enemy. At 
in'll.fpal" half-past one Desaix gave the signal for departure ; two thousand 
sngc. Pyc hundred men embarked in silence, and rowed across the arm 
of the Rhine to the island of Ehslar Rhin, which was occupied by the Impe- 
rialists. They fell, without firing a shot, with so much impetuosity upon 
their videttes, that- the Germans fled in disorder to the right bank, without 
thinking of culling Ihe bridges of boals which. connecied the island with 
the shore. Thilher they were speedily followed by the Republicans, who, 
although unsupported by cavalry or artillery, ventured to advance inlo the 
plain, and approach the ramparts of Kehl. With heroic resolution, but the 
most prudent in such circumstances, the commander sent back the boats 
instantly to the French side, to bring over reinforcements, leaving this little 
band alone and unsupported, in the midst of the enemy’s army. Their ad- 
vanced guard was speedily assailed by the Swabian contingent, greatly supe- 
rior in numbers, -vidiich were encamped in that neighbourhood; but they 
were repulsed by the steadiness of the French infantry, supported by two 
pieces of artillery, which they had captured on first landing on the shore. 
Troves sue J^cfoi'c six o’cloclc in the morning, a new detachment of equal 
cossfui. strength arrived, a flying bridge was established between the 
island and the left bank, and the Republicans found themselves in such 
' strength, that they advanced to the attack of the inlrenchments of Kehl, 
which were carried at the point of the bayonet, the troops of Swabia, in- 
trusted with the defence, flying with such precipitation, that they lost thir- 
teen pieces of cannon and'seven hundred men (1). On the following day, a 
•bridge of boals was established between Strasburg and Kehl, and the whole 
army passed over in safety. 

Such was the passage of the Rhine at Kehl, which at the time was celebrated 
as an exploit of the most glorious character. Without doubt, the secrecy, ra- 
yndity, and decision with Avhich it was carried into effect, merit the highest 
eulogium. But the weakness and dispersion of the enemy’s forces rendered 
it an enterprise of comparatively little hazard ; and it was greatly inferior, 
both in point of difficulty and danger, to the passage of the same river in the 
following campaign at Dursheim, or the passages of the Danube at Wagram, 
and of the Berezina at Studenki by Napoleon (2). 

cautio,.? Moreau had now the fairest opportunity of destroying the Aus- 

Jnovpmrnts . i -rr ‘ % . f. t i 

of More au. tnan army on the Upper Rhine, by a series of diverging attacks, 
similar to those by which Napoleon had discomfited the army of Beaulieu in 
Piedmont. He had effected a passage, with a superior force, into the centre of 
the enemy’s line ; and, by rapid movements, might have struck right and left 
as weighty blows as that great captain dealt out at-Dego and Monlenotte. But 
the French general, however consummate a commandex;, bad not the fire or 
energy by which his younger rival wasacluated, and trusted for success rather 
to skilful combinations or methodical arrangements, than those master-strokes 
which are attended with peril, but frequently domineer over fortune by the 
intensity of the passions which they awaken among mankind (o). 
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n»«<i«nc« Having at length collected all his divisions on the right bank, Mo- 
'be jT* k reau, at the end of June, advanced to the foot of the mountains 
fo'mi- of the Bhck Forest, at the head of sev entv -one thousand men 
This celebrated chain forms a massofrockj lulls covered \Mih fir, separating 
the V alley of the Fdnne from that of the Ncckar The Sn abian contingent, 
ten thousand strong, was alreidj posted it Rencben, once so famous m the 
wars ofTurenne, occiipiinglhe entrance of the defiles winch lead through 
the mountains Thej were there attacked by the Republicans, and driven 
from their position w ilh the loSs of ten pieces of cannon, and eight hundred 
men (1) 

A vt Heanwlulc, the Imperialists were collecting their scattered forces 
t Tone dll the utmost haste, to make head against the formidable enemy 
ctdjn,r •v^ ho had thus burst into the centre of Ihcir line The Archduke 
Charles bad no sooner recen ed the inicihgcncc, than he rcsolv cd to hasten 
in person, to arrest the advance of an arm> threatening to fall upon liis line 
of communieations, and possiblj gel the start of him on the Danube For this 
purpose he set off on the 2Gth, with twcnij-four hatlahons and thirty-nine 
squadrons, from the hanks of the I^hn, and advanced by forced marches 
towards the Black Forest, while the scattered divisions of urmscr’s army 
w ere com erging tow ards the menaced point (2) 

Moreau s plan was to descend the vallc) of the Rhine, with his centre and 
left wing, under the command of Desaivand St -Cvt, while his right, under 
Fenno, attacked and carried the defiles of the Black Forest, and pushed to the 
banks of the Acekar The Austrians on the Upper Rhine and the Murg were 
about fort}*cight thousand strong, while the Archduke was hastening with 
half that niiinbcr to llicir support Previous to advancing to the northward, 
■v Moreau detached some brigades from lus centre to clear the tight Ilauk of the 
armj, and drive the enemy from the heights of the Black Forest, winch was 
Micccbsfull} accomplished Meanwhile, the left wing continuing to descend 
the valley of the Danube, through a broken country inlerscctod with woods 
ravines, approached the corps of Utour, who defended the 
banks ofthc Murgwilh twenty-seven thousand men llcwasat- 
tacked there by the centre of the Republicans, with nearly ibcsamc force, the 
left under St -Gvr, not having yet arrived, and after an indecisive engage- 
ment, the kvKtrnns retired m the best order, covered by their numerous 
cavalry, leaving to llicir antagonists no other advantage hut the possession of 

the Archduke arrived with twenty-four thousand men to the support of the 
Imperialists, while Moreau counlcrlialanccd the acquisition, by bringing up 
St -Cvr, with lus whole left wing, to his aid The forces on the two sides were 
now nearly cijinl, amounting on ciihcrloaboul fiflv ihou<;and men, and thcir 
Mtuation was nearly the same, both being at right angles to the lUiiiic, and 
cxlcndiug from that stream lUtougU a marshy and wooded plain, to the 
mountains i f the Black I orcsl (5) 

■n>» r .ivrh The \rchduke, who felt the value of time, and was apprehensive 
ofbciugsieidily recalled lo the defence of the Ixivvor niiinc, rc- 
r M <olvcd to commcncc the attack, ami, in order to render his nu- 
merous cavalry of 'crvicc, lo engage os much as po siblc In the plain lor 
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this purpose he ndvnnccd the Saxons on his left to (urn (ho French riHn in 
(lie mountains, and threntenod (heir rear, sircnglhcned the plateau ofllo'llicn- 
sol, ulierchis left centre rested, advanced his centre to llalsch,nnd arranged 
his formidahle cavalry, supporicil by ten battalions, so as to press the lefrof 
the Republicans in the plain of (he Rhine, llis attack wis fixed for (he JOlh 
.Tuly; hut Moreau, vho deemed it hazardous to remain on (he defensive, an- 
ticipated him by a general attack on (he preceding day. ^Visely judgiug’that 
p". hxu. it ^vas of importance to avoid the j)lain, ^vhcIX; the numerous c/n alry 
of the Austrians promised to he of such advantage, he entirely drew hack his 
own left, and directed (he weight of his force by hisrighl against (he Austrian 
position in the innuutains. Si.-Cyr, who commanded the Republicans in (hat 

quarter, wascharged with theassault of thcplateau of ihcRothcnsol, an elevated 

plain in the midst of the rocky ridges of the Rlack Forest, the a])proaches to 
which were entangled with shrubs, scaurs, and inidcrwond, and which was oc- 
cupied by six Austrian battalions. These brave troops repulsed successive at- 
tacks oftho French columns; hut, having on the defeat ofthe last, pursued the 
assailants into the rugged and woody ground on the declivity of (he heights, 
(heir ranks became broken, and St.-Cyr, returning to the charge, routed the 
Imporialists,carried(hcposi(ion,anddrovc hack their left towards Pforzheim. 
Meanwhile Rcsaix,with the French centre, commenced a furious attack on 
(he village of Mnlsch, which, after being taken and retaken several times, 
finally remained in the power of (lie Austrians. Their mimerous cavalry now 
deployed in the plain; hut (he French kepi cautiously under cover of the 
woods and thickets with which (he country nhoiindcd; and the Austrians, 
notwitiistauding their great superiority in horse, were unahle to obtain any 
further success than repulsing the attacks on (heir centre and right, towards 
the hanks of the Rhine f l). 

tit Tiic relative situation of (he contending parties was now very 
Mvr'.o singular. Moreau had dislodged the Imperialists from the monn- 
tains, and by throwing forward his right, he had it in his power to 
cut (hem off from the line of communication with the Hereditary Stales, and 
menace their retreat to the valley of the Danube. On the other "hand, by so 
doing, he was himself exposed to the danger of being separated from his base 
in the valley of the Rhine, seeing Desaix crushed by the victorious centre and 
numerous cavalry of (he Austrians, and Sl.-Cyr isolated and endangered in 
the mountains. A general of IS’apolcon’s resolution and ability would possibly 
have derived from' this combination of circumstances, the means of achieving 
(he most splendid successes; hut the Archduko was prevented from follow- 
ing so energetic a course by the critical circumstances of the Austrian domi- 
nions, which lay exposed and unprotected to the attacks of the enemy, and 
the perilous situation in which he might he placed in case of disaster, with a 
hostile army on one side, and a great river lined with enemy’s fortresses on 
the other. For these reasons he resolved to forego the splendid to pursue the 
prudent course; to retire from the frontier to the interior of Germany, and 
to regain liy the valleys of the Maine and the Ncckar the plain of the Danube, 
■\vlucli river, supported by the fortresses of Ulm and Ralisbou, was the true . 
frontier of Austria, and brought him as much nearer his own, as it withdrew 
01C enemy from their resources. AYilli this view he retired,- by a forced 
inarch in the evening, to Pforzheim, without being disquieted in his move- 
ment; and, after throwing garrisons into Philipsburg and Manheim, prepared 

(0 Til, viii. 320. Jom. viii. 227, 233. Arch. Cli. ii. 138, lt9. St.-Cyr, iii. 68, 69.. 
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to ntandon Ihc vallcj of the niiinc, and retreat by the XccKar into the Bava- 

• the Imperialists broke up on the I4th from 

. I ■ lowly and in the best order, towards Slut- 

■ Scckar. By so doing, they drew nearer (o 
ained the great object of obtaining a cen- 
ira) and interior line of communication, from which the Archduke soon de- 
rived the most brilliant advantages Meanwhile Moreau advanced his right 
centre under St -Cyr, through the mountains to Pforzheim, while the right 
win" under 1 ermo, spread itself through the Black Torest to the frontiers of 
„,i. j°’r itzerland The result was, that bj the middle of July, the Re- 
publican army covered a space fifty leagues broad, from Stutgardl to the Lake 
of Constance (2) 

Op^ntionj Meanwhile important operations had taken place on the Lower 
Rhine No sooner was Jourdan informed of the passage of the 
itiiaijr iiliinc at Kchl, and the departure of the Archduke to reinforce the 
army of 'Wurmser, than he hastened to rccross the same riv er at Dusseldorf 
and ^euwled, advancing, as he had always before done, towards tbc Labn, 
with a view to dcbouchc into the valley of the Maine The Imperialists, un- 


*' niiglit have been easily beaten in detail by an enterprising enemy; but 
Jan allowed them to concentrate tlieirtroops behind the Lahn, without 
leiiijuir deriving any advantage from Ins superiority of force After some 
inconsitlcrabie skirmishing, the Ucpnhhcans crossed lint river, and the 
Austrnns having stood firm in Ihc position of rnedberg, a partial action 
ensued, winch terminated to the disadvantage of the htlcr, wlio, after a vi- 
gorous resistance, finding ilicir right (lank turned by 1 cfcbv re, retreated w ilh 
llic loss’ of two pieces of cannon and twelve hundred men After this success, 
Jourdan advanced to tlic Innks of Ihc Maine, and by a bombardment of two 
. ’ ■ • • * ’ * great city of Frankfort, and 

I ■ ! . The Austrians now drew all 

! ■ ' • ’ lycncc, andralscd tlicirforcc 

under ^\nrlcnslel)cn to ihiriy thonsind infantry and fifteen thousand cavalry, 
while Jourdan’s army on the right hank of the Maine was swelled by the ad- 
dition of some of the hlorkading corps to forly-sii thousand of the former 
arm, and eight ilioiisind of the iailcr (3). 

The Pircctory, m prescribing the conduct of the campaign to llic 
generals, wcrcconstaiiily (nllucnccd by the de<irc to turn at once 
iiVwtrr, both flanks of ilic enemy • nn injudicious design, which, by giving 
. t . ....... I . „„ It pyn from communl- 

"rs vNliicb «igin!izeil 
giving a conrcniric 
arriving at a point 

wherche could fiBj with an ovcnrhdmfng force, on cRbcr adversary, abfy 
prcparctl all the triumphs which cflaccd Its early disasters. In conformity 


(0 akv cb a ii« i»s J*™ ■ 

mi J?3. 32® V4yf, li St SV 
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^Yith these dificrent plans— while Moreau was extending his right wing to 
the foot of the Alps, pressing through the defiles of the Alhis and the Black 
Forest into the vallcv of the Danuhe, and .lourdau was slowly advancing up 
the shores of the Maine towards Bohemia— the Arcluhdcc regained the right 
hank of the Kcekar, and ^Vartenslehen the left hank of the Maine; move- 
ments which, hy bringing them into close proximity with each other, ren- 
dered unavailing all the superiority of their enemies. In truth, nothing hut 
this able direction of the retreating, and injudicious dispersion of the ad- 
vancingforce, could have enabled the Imperialists at.all to make head against 
their enemies : for, independent of the deduction of twenty-eight thousand 
men dispatched under 'Wurmscr into Italy, the Austrians were weakened hy 
thirty thousand men, whom the Archduke was obliged to leave in the dif- 
ferent garrisons on ihellhinc; so that the force tuidcr his immediate com- 
A<in,irnMp luand coiisistcd only of forty thousand infantry, and eighteen 
Arc'iui^r'ln thousaiid cavolry, wlulc Moreau was at the head of sixty-five thou- 
ii’rrriiT'fV"' former force, and six thousand of the latter. But the 

Ihrotigh thr admirable plan of operations which that able general sketched out 
niock lotcst. Pforzheim, “to retreat slowly, and disputing every inch of 
gi'ound, without hazarding a general engagement, until the two retiring 
armies were so near, that he could fall with a superior force upon one or 
other of his adversaries,” ultimately rendered abortive all this great supe- 
riority, and brought hack the French forces with disgrace and disaster to the 
Rhine (i). 

nth July. Having assembled all his parks of artillery, and thrown provisions 
jyih. jith. into the fortresses, which were to he left to their own resources 
ami 17 th July, ]iis sliort stav at Pforzheim, the Archduke commenced his 

retreat, during which his force was still further weakened hy the withdraw- 
ing of the Saxon and Swabian contingents, amounting to ten thousand men, 
the government of whose states, alarmed by the advance oflheRejuiblieans, 
now hastened to make their separate submissions to the eonquerors. By the 
2oth .fuly, the Austrian forces wore concentrated on the right hank of the 
Keckar, betwixt Croustndt and Esslingen. They were tlferc attacked', on the 
following morning, hy Moreau, with his whole centre and left wing ; and after 
an obstinate engagement, both parties remained on the field of battle. Next 
day, the Imperialists retired in two columns, 'under the Archduke and Ilotze, 
through the mountains of Alb, which separate the valley of the Ncckar from 
that of the'Danubc. The one followed the valley of the Rems and the route of 
Schorndorf, theother the valley of thcFilz. Their united force did notnow ex- 
ceed twenty-five thousand infantry and ten thousand cavalry. Morcaufollowed 
them nearly in a parallel march ; and on the 25d debouched into the plains near 
thesourcesof the Danube, and thcupperi extremity of the valley of Rems (2). 

The Archduke took a position at the top of the long ridge of Bceminkirch, . 
with the design of falling upon the heads of the enemy’s columns, as they 
issued from the valleys into the plain, and to gain time for the evacuation of 
the magazines of Ulm; and the formidable nature of his position, compelled 
Moreau to halt for several days to concentrate his forces. Six days afterwards, 
he resumed his retreat, which was continued with uncommon firmness, and 
in the best order till he reached the Danube, where he prepared tp resume 
the offensive. He there found himself in communication with his left wing. 


( 1 ) Arch. Cli. ii. 176, 179. 
St.-Cyr, iii. 93, lOO. 


Jora. viii. 282, 283, 


(2) Jom. Tiii. 238, Archduke, iii. 191 

215. Sl.-Cyr, iii, 105, US. 
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under Frffilicli, vliicli Iiad retired through the Clack Forest, and amounted 
' c-..iri infnnfr\. andfour thousand caialrj, uhtle thccorrcs- 

. ■ . ' " • and 

* lie 

* • ■ • ich, 

I lro»» 

ensued llis design in so doing, rvasiofc uu iv<* hon 
of Ills magazines at UJm, and be enabled to continue Ins retreat >Mlh more 
leisure fonarcls'Wartensleben, who was nowfalling back towards the f^aab; 
biitasbcgaAC battle with Ins rear to the rncr, he ran the risk of total dcs- 
triiclion in case of defeat Bj a rapid mor ement, be succeeded in forcing back 
and turning the right of Moreau, and pressing forward with Ins left wing, 
got into Ins rear, and caused such an alarm, that all the parks of ammuni- 
tion retreated m haste from thelield of battle But the centre, under St -Cir, 
ijti A s stood firm , and the Austrian force being disseminated into several 
columns, OAer a space of ten leagues, the Archduke was unable to take ad- 
vantage from Ins success, so as to gam a dccisncvictorj Meanwhile Moreau, 
nowise intimidated by tlie defeat of his right wing, or the alarm in his rear, 
strengthened his centre bj his reserTc,and tigoroiislj repulsed all the attacks 
of the enemy, and at two o’clock in the afternoon the firing ceased at all 
nomts, without anj decisnesuccess having been gained by either part}, Loth 

. f.t .1 


followed by Fenno, between whom, loiccs 

actions took phcc (2) But more important ctents were now approaching, 
and those decisive strokes about to be struck, which saved Cermanj, and 

• ' and levied 

• • ’ . to resume 

■ * ’ ■ hancCinto 

)g,“* “ inctuipjii, m, ' • ■ n thousand 

men, up the vallej of the Slainp, on the great road to ^\urtzho^rg,• while 
■NX artcnslehcn retired, v\ itli a force ^omcvilial inferior, tlirough the forest of 
' ■ • ■ . ’ ^ urtrboiirg soon after siir- 

■ ' general retired siiccc«i\el> to7cil, 

' ■ ■ ction ensued between ihccavalry of 

5ts x »5 the two armies, in wlucii me r rencli honourablj resisted a superior 
force, from ihcnce he continued his retreat towards thc^^ab,.^nd after 
• ^ » I I vxntfppine invihich 

river, 
The 

istbA«e convcrgiiigdircciioii oj wt cv€.. sirian 

^ "Utt>n\p.niinri5cd so evpcncnccvl an officer as Jourdaii of tlic object 


of the Director); and insiua of ■ ' ■ 

armies, continued his eccentric movement to turn ihcir outermost flnik (3). 
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The lime had now arrived when the Archduhe deemed it safe lo put in 
practice his long meditated movement for the relief of Wartensleben. In the 
iCth Aug. middle of August he set out from the environs of Neuhurg on the 
Danube, with twenty-eight thousand men, and moved northward towards the 
Naab, leaving General Latour with thirty-live thousand to mahe head during 
his absence against Moreau. He arrived on that river on the 20th, and orders 
were immediately given for attacking the enemy. By the junction of the corps 
The Arrh- undci’ tlic Arclidukc with that under WaiTensIeben, their united 
wirVensie- ^ovcG was raised to sixty-three thousand men, while the troops of 
Jourdan’s army opposed to them, did not exceed, after the losses 
it had sustained, , above forty-five thousand. Thus this young prince had 
solved the most diflicult and important problem in war, that of accumulating, 
with forces upon the whole inferior, a decided superiority at the decisive 
point (1). 

Bernadotte, who commanded the advanced guard of Jourdan’s army, 
which had crossed the ridge of hills which forms the northern boundary of 
22(1 Aug. the valley of the Danube, had taken post atTeining. He was there 
.attacked by the Archduke, and after an obstinate resistance, driven back into 
tbe mountains he bad recently passed, which separate the valley of the Maine 
from that of the Danube ; AvhileHotze, who came up towards the close of the 
action, pursued his discomfited troops to the gates of Neumark. Early on the 
following morning the Austrians resumed the pursuit, and drove the Repub- 
licans from that to\vn, so far back that they found themselves on the flank of 
23d Aug. Jourdan’s army on the Naab, which was no sooner informed of 
these disasters, than it retired to Ariiberg. Leaving Ilotze lo pursue the re- 
mains of Berriadotte’s army towards Altdorf, the Archduke turned with the 
24 tii Aug. bulk of his forces upon Jourdan; and having put himself in com- 
munication with Wartensleben, concerted with him a general attack upon the 
(Wuntod a inain body of the Republicans at Amberg. The Austrians, under 
Ambfig. the Archduke, advanced in three columns; and when the soldiers 
perceived, far distant on the horizon lo the northward, the fire of Wartensle- 
ben’s lines, the importance of Avhose co-operation the whole army under- 
stood, opening on the enemy’s flank, nothing could restrain their impe- 
tuosity, and loud shouts announced the arrival of the long wished-for moment 
of victory. The French made but a feeble resistance ; assailed at once in front 
and flank, they fell back lo the plateau in the rear of their position, and owed 
their safety lo the firmness with which General Ney sustained the attacks of 
the enemy Avith the rearguard (2). 

Dangcioiis Tlic situatiou of Jourdan was now in the highest degree critical. 

jourd!.™ ° By this success at Amberg, the Archduke had got upon his direct 
road to Nuremberg, through which his retreat necessarily lay, and he was in 
consequence compelled lo fall back through the mountains Avhich separate 
the Naab from the Maine by cross roads, with all his baggage and parks of 
artillery. During this critical operation, the firmness and discipline of the 
French troops alone saved them from the greatest disasters. Ney Avith the 
rearguard, continued -to make head against the numerous cai'alry of the 
enemy, and after a painful passage of six days, during which they Avere 
pressed Avith the utmost vigour, and incurred great dangers, they at length 
extricated themselves from the mountains, and reached Schweinfurt on the . 


(l) Mch. Ch. iii. 2, 23. Join, i.i. It, 12. 


(2) Arrli. C!i. ii. 25, ii- IG, 17. Jour. 
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forces to the right bank of the n\er. Jourdan, deeming an action indispensa- 
ble in order to obtain some respite for his retreating columns, prepared him- 
self for a general attack on his pursneh, at the same time that the Archduke 
•was collecting bis forces for an action on his omi part The courage and ^ i- 


The French army -nasdrannup on the right bank of the Jlame, 
wo'r tb”r7 from Wurtzburg to Schweinfurl, parti) on a series of heights vhich 
formed the northern barrier of the vallc) , and partly on the plains which ex- 
tended from iheir foot to the shores of the ri\ er Jonrdan imagined that he 
had only to contend with a part of the Austrian force, and that the Archduke 
had returned m person to make head against the Republicans on the Danube; 
but instead of that, he had rapidly brought his columns to the right bank, 
and was prepared to combat his antagonist with superior forces A thick fog, 
which concealed the armies from each other, favoured the motions of the Im- 
perialists, and when the sun broke through the clouds at eleven o’clock, it 
glittered on the numerous squadrons of the Austrians, drawn up m double 
lines on the meadow s adjoining the rncr The action commenced by Kray at- 
tacking the left flank of the French, while Lichtenstein spread himself out in 
tlio plain, followed by artonslcbcn, who threw himself at the head of the 
caralry into the rn er, and followed close after the infantry, w ho had defiled 
along the bridge The French general, Grenier, who was stationed at the 
menated point, made a vigorous resistance with the Rcpublicsn casalry and 


pulsed, but the resene of Austrian cuirassiers having assailed the Republican 
squadrons, when disordered b> success, they were broken, throw n into confu- 
sio ’ ' ■ — '• 1 - 

of ..... ...... , . . ■ 

Kn 1 ■ * • 

Gramchalz Aiclory declared for the Impcnahvis at all points, and Jourdan 
esteemed himself fortunate In being able to reach the forests winch stretched 
from Gramchatz to Amlieim, without being broken by the redoubtable Aus- 
inan squadrons (2). 

CT«»fii«cu Such was the battle of Wurtzburg, which delivered Germany and 
determined tlic fate of thec.inipnign. The trophies of the victors 
were by no means commensurate to these inomentotis results, amounting 
onl) to seven pieces of cannon, and a few prisoners Rut it produced a mo«t 



Rhme^ Disastrous as it was m its consequences, the Intllc itself was liighly 
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circ he diod a few dajs after, and was buried with militarj honours amidst 
the tears of Ins generous enemies (1 ) 

Such W 18 the demoralized and disjointed state of the Republican arin%, 
that notwithstanding llie great reinforcements which the) Iiad rccened, tlicj 
aotbSept were totally unable to make head against the enem) Thej recross- 
cd the Rhine on the 2Qtli at Conn and Reuwied, and were reduced to a state 
of total imclnity for the remainder of the campaign, having lost not less 
than twentj thousand men since they left the frontiers of Bohemia, by the 
sword, sickness, and desertion (2) 

f r" trof 'VIiilc the Austrian pnnee was pursuing this splendid career of 
liour « lb Mctorj on the banks of the Maine, the corps left under the corn- 
tie "“nX mand of Lalour to oppose Moreau, which didnotc\c od lliirtj- 
four thousand men of ei crj arm, even including the detachment of 1 rcclich, 
was sustaining an unequal conflict on the banks of the Danube Had iLe 
French general, the moment that he receded intelligence of the departure 
of the Archduke, followed him with the bulk of bis forces, the Imperialists, 
placed b-'tw cen two fires, would ha\c been exposed to imminent danger, 
and the \erj catastrophe winch the) were most ansious to a^c^t, viz the 
junction of the Republican armies in the centre of German), been rendered 
inevitable rorlunatch for the Austrians, instead of adopting so decisne a 
course, he resolved to advance into Davana, hoping Ihcreby to effect a di- 
version in favour of his colleague, a fatal resolution winch, though in some 
degree justified by the order of the Director) to detach fifteen thousand men 
at the same time into thcT)rol, utterl) ruined the campaign, b) increasing 
the great distance which already separated the Republican armies After 
remaining several da) s in a state of inacitviiy, he collected an imposing body, 
fiftv-thrcc thousand men, on the banks of the Lech, and forced the fords of 
•uh Anj that river on the ver) da) of the battle of Amberg lalour, who 
Ind extended his small arm) too much, m Ins anxiei) to co\ er a great extent 
acb An, ofeountrj, found lus rearguard assailed all ricdbcrg, and defeated, 
with the loss of seventeen hundred men, and fourteen pieces of camion 
After this disaster he retreated behind the Iscr, m the direction of Landdiut , 
his centre fell back to the neighbourhood of Munich, while the left wnig 
stretched to the fool of the mountains of T)rol Morevu continued for three 
weeks occupied in inconsiderable movements in Bavaria , during which a 
severe combat took place at Langenberg, between four thousand Austrian 
horse and Dcsaix’s division, in winch, after the French troops had been nl 
first broken, the) ultimately succeeded bj heroic efforts in rcjuilsing the 
cnemv The Archduke was nothing moved b) those dt'astcr*, but resolutely 
continued his pursuit of Jourdan “Let Moreau advance to \icnna,’ «aid 
he, on parting with Lalour, “it is of no moment, provided I heal Jourdan *’ 
—-Mcitiorahlc words’ indicating at once the firmness of a great man, and the 
just ejeofa consummate general (5) 

i3 1 > ‘■fpi yjjjs resolute conduct had the desired cITocl — \flcr the battle of 
>\urtzliurg, the Archduke detached Slurferd with a small division 
St’hrhV** to join the garrison of Manbcim, and comhmcnn attack on the 
r?c-pon/al Kelli The hrcnch wrrcdrivcn info the works, which wercasNatiljcd 
w iih great brav er) In the Imperialists, and though the attack w as repubed, 
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it spread great coiislcnialion llirough the French army, ^Yho saAv how nearly 
they had lost (heir principal cominuhicaiion with (heir own country. Moreau, 
who began to he apprehensive that he might lie involved in disaster if he 
advanced further into Germany, proceeded with great circumspection, and 
musrpi. arrived on the Iser on the 2Uh Septemher. Being there informed 
of the disasters of .Tourdan, and that a part of l.atour’s corps, under Nauen- 
dorf, was advancing vapidly upon Ulm to turn his left flanh, he halted his 
army, and next day began his retreat (1). 

Morcan re* Moreau’s situation was now in the highest degree critical. Ad- 
rftront. vaiiccd iuto the heart of Bavaria, with the delilcs of the Black Forest 
in his rear, at the distance of 200 miles from the Rhine, with Latonr with forty 
thousand men pressing the one (lank, and the Archduke and A'ancndoif with 
twenty-five thousand ready to fall on the other, he might anticipate even 
greater disasters than .Tourdan before he regained the frontiers of the Re- 
public. But on the other hand, he was at the head of a superb army of seventy 
thousand men, whose courage had not been weakened by any disaster, and 
who possessed the most unlimited confidence, both in their own strength and 
the resources of their commander. There \Yas no force in Germany capable 
of arresting so great a mass. It is not with delaclied columns, or by menacing 
communications that the retreat of such a body is to be prevented (2). 

Whirl, hr Fully appreciating these great advantages, and aw'are that nothing 
is so likely to produce disaster in a retreat as any symptoms of 
JiiMi’mnn- apprclicnsion of It in the general, he resolved to continue his rctro- 
ncr. grade movements with (he utmost regularity, and to dispute every 
inch of ground with the enemy when they threatened to press upon his 
forces. The Austian armies likely to assail him were as follows : — Nauendorf, 

- with 9300 men, was on the Danube, ready to turn his left flank; Latonr, 
with 2i,000, in Bavaria, directly in his rear; Fnclich, with 14,000, on (he 
Upper Illcr and In Tyrol ; while the Archduke, with 16,000 or 18,000, might 
be expected to abandon the Lahn, and hasten to the scene of decisive opera- 
tions on the Upper l\hine. It was by maintaining a firm front, and keeping 
his forces together in masses, that the junction or co-operation of these con- 
siderable forces would alone be prevented (5). 

' Aware that the Archduke might probably block up the line of retreat by 
the Neckar, Jlorcau retired by the valley of the Danube and the Black Forest, 
Resting one of his wings on that stream, he sent forward his parks, his 
baggage, and his ammunition, before the army, and covering his retreat by 
a powei-ful rearguard, succeeded both in repulsing all the attacks of the 
enemy, and in enabling the body of his army to continue their march with- 
out fatigue or interruption. "Wanl of concert in the Austrian generals at first 
eminently favoured his movements. Having retired behind the lake of 
Federsee, he found that Latour was isolated from Nauendorf, who was con- 
siderably in advance on the Danube, and the opportunity therefore appeared 
favourable for striking with superior forces a blow' upon bis weakened 
adversary. This was the more necessary, as he was approaching the entrance 
of the defiles of the Black Forest, which were occupied by the enemy, and it 
was of the last importance that his movement should not be impeded in 
jdoct. traversing those long and difficult passages. Turning, therefore 
fiercely upon his pursuers, he assailed Latour near Biberach. The Austrian 


(1) Join. ix. C3, 03. Arch. Ch. ii!.' 18G> 208. Sl.- 
Cyr, 111.222, 258. 

(2) Tli,Yiii.4i2. 
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And i "! » > general, belies mg tint a part onij of the enemy’s force ’n as in the 
b"*!." V' front, gaie battle in a strong position, extending along a senes of 
wooded heights, lined by a formidable artillcrN The action xvasfor a long 
unie fiercely contested, but at length the superior forces and abler manccuvrcs 
of the Republicans prevailed (IJ Dcsaix broke their right, v\hile St -Cyr 
turned their left, and a complete victorj crovi ned the cfTorls of the French, 
■which cost llie Austrians four thousand prisoners, and eiglilcen pieces of 
cannon 

After this decisnc blow, Moreau proceeded leisurely towards the Black 
Forest, directing his steps towards the 'alley of Ilcll, in hopes of being able 
to debouebe by Fnburg, before the Archduke armed to interrupt his pro* 
gress lie had alrcadj passed the separation of the road by the Reckar, and 
Jiauendorf occupied that w Inch passes by the \ alley of Kinzig lie llicrofore 
directed his centre towards the entnnee of the \allcj of Hell, under the 
command of St -Cjr,wliilc he stationed Dcsaix and Fcrino on the right and 
left, to protect the fnotions of the principal body The Austrian detachments 
in the mountains were loo weak to oppose any cITcctiial resistance to the 
rr, )»i pa«sagc of the French army St -t j r speedily dissipated the clouds 
light troops which infested the pmc-clad mountains of the N alley 
of Ilcll, and Latour, rendered cautious by disaster, \Mlhoul al- 
templiDg to harass Ids retreat, moved by llomberg to unite him-.clf to the 
IS hoei Archduke '•o ably were the measures of the French general con- 
certed, llial he not onU pas'Cd the defiles wiUiout either confusion or loss, 
but debouched into the valley of the Rhine, rather in the attitude of a con- 
queror than that of a fugittv c (3) 

Meanwhile the Archduke Cliarles being now assured of the direction winch 
Morenu had taken, directed Latour and (he detached parties to join him by 
the valley of hinzig, while ^aucndo^f covered Ihcir movements by advancing 
between them and the French columns The greater part of the Austrian 
forces were thus collected in the valley of the Rhine in the middle 
imn ndn of Octobcr, and though still inferior to the enemy, he resolved to 

( 1 ° lose no time in attacking, and compelling them to rccross that 

dlike*”** mor Jloreau, on his part, was not less desirous of the combat, as 

lie intended to advance to held, and either maintain himself at the 
pont there, or cross leisurely over to ’Strasbourg The action took place at 
Emmcndingen, on the slopes where the mountains melt into the plain , and 
afforded an example of the truth of the mihlarv principle, that m ladies, or 
the operations of actual comint, the possession of the mountains in general 
secures tint of the valleys which lie at llicir feel '\aldkifch was felt by 



^aucndo^f, whodcsccndcil from the heights of tlie Bhek Forest, and after a 
bloody action drove bl -Cvr, who eonimanded tlie Repuhlicaus, out of the 
town with severe loss Meanwhile the success of the Austrians was not less 
decisiveal other points, the \ustrnn coliiimis having at length surmounted 
the dilliculties of the roads, iltarked and earned the village of ifallenlmgcn, 
while ihcir centre drove them back from Finmcnduigcn, and at length 
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Moreau, defeated at all points, retired into the forest ofNcmburg, behind ibo 
Elz, Avilh the loss of two Ibousand men (1). 
jotii Oct. I'lic Archduke made preparations on the following morning for re- 
establishing the bridges over the Elz, and renewing the combat; 
hill Moreau retreated in the night, and commenced the passage of the Rhine, 
Desaix passed that river at Old Brisach, while the gencral-in-chief took post 
in the strong position of Schlicngcn, determined to accept bailie, in order to 
gain time to defile in tranquillity by the bridge of lluningcn. The valley of 
the Rhine is there cut at right angles by a barrier of rocky eminences, which 
stretches from the mountains of llohenblan to the margin of the stream. 
TiMasi It was on this formidahle rampart that Moreau made his last stand, 
ilor'nLi.ni; liis Icfl rcstiug on the Rhine, his centre on a pile of almost inac- 
acroi^iic'"' ccssible I'ocks, liis right on the cliffs of Sizcnkirch. The Archduke 
iihinc. divided his army into four columns. The Prince of Conde on the 
right drove in the Republican advanced posts, but made no serious im- 
pression; but Lalour in the centre, and Nauendorf on the left, gallantly scaled 
the precipices, drove the Republicans from their positions, and chasing them 
from height to height, from woodtOAvood, threw them before nightfall into 
such confusion, that nothing but the broken nature of the ground, which 
prevented cavalry from acting, and a violent storm which arose in the even- 
ing, saved them from a complete overthrow. Moreau retreated during the 
night, and on the following day commenced the passage of the Rhine, which 
was effected without molestation from the Imperialists (2). 

After having thus cnccicd the deliverance of Germany from both its in- 
vaders, the Archduke proposed to the Aulic Council to detach a powerful 
reinforcement by the Tyrol into Italy, in order to strengthen the army of 
Alvinzi, and effect the liberation of Wurmscr in Mantua — a measure based on 
true military principles, and which, if adopted by the Imperial government, 
A««irinns would probably have changed the fate of the campaign. Moreau, on 
^Sicoon bis side, proposed an armistice to the Austrians, on condition that 
thciiinnc. , tijg Rhine should separate the two armies, and the Republicans 
retain the iete-de-poui of Iluningen and Kehl; a proposal which the Archduke 
received with secret satisfaction, as it promised him the means of securely 
carrying into eflccl his meditated designs for the deliverance of Italy. But the 
Austrian government, intent upon the expulsion of the French from Germany, 
and deeming the forces put at the disposal of Alvinzi adequate for the relief 
of Mantua, declined both propositions, and sent positive orders for the im- 
mediate attack of the fortified posts possessed by ibe Republicans on the right 
bank of the Rhine (3). 

conduct of the siege of Kcbl, during the depth of winter, and 

orKciii. ^ Avith an open communication between the besieged and the great 
army on the opposite bank, presented obstacles. of no ordinary kind; but 
the perseverance and energy of the Austrians ultimately triumphed over all 
obstacles. Thirty thousand men, under the command of Desaix and St.-Cyr, 
were destined for the defence of the Avorks, Avhile a poAverful resen'C Avas 
stationed in the islands of the Rhine; and the troops engaged in the defence 
Avere changed every three days, to prevent their being overAvbelmed Avith 
the fatigues of the serAuce. Forty thousand Austrians, under Latour, formed 
the besieging force, while the I’Cinainder of the army was cantoned in the 

(l) St.-Cyr, iv. 10, 26- Ardi. Ch. iii. 218, 260, (2) Join. ix. 84, 89. Arcli. Cli. in. 272, 280. St. . 

Jom.ix. 78.80. Cvr. iv. 27. 40. ^ 

■( 3 ) Arcli. Ch.li. 290. Join. IX. 238. 
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valley of the Rhine Thoimh llic fort was in\este(i on tl c 9ih Octohcr, no 
material pro^’rcss was made ni the siege, from the extreme thlTicuUy of 
bringing up the battering train ami Iica\y stores, till the end of November. 
This long dela) ga\e time to the indefatigable Desai\ to complete the works, 
w Inch, w hen the Imperialists first ‘lal dow n before the place, w ere m a very 
aist ^o» unfinished state The trenches were opened on the 21st November; 
and about the same time a grand sortie was attempted, under the command 
of Moreau in person, to destroy the works,and gam possession of the Austrian 
park of artillery . This attack was at first successful the Republicans carried 
the intrenchmenls of Sundheim, and had nearly penetrated to the magazines 
and parks , but the Archduke and Latour has mg come up s\ illi reinforcements 
to the menaced point, they were at length repulsed, with severe loss, car- 
rying with them nine pieces of cannon, which tliev had captured during the 
affray , Moreau and Dcsaix exposed themselves to the hottest of the fire, and 
were both slightly wounded After this repulse, the labours of the siege 
were continued without ans other interruption, than that arising from the 
cxcossne severity of the weather, and the torrents of ram which, for weeks 
logelber, filled the trendies with water On the night of January f, the Im- 
ponalisls carried by assault the first line of intrenchments round the Re- 
publican camp, and a few days aftcn\ards the second line was also stormed 
after a bloody resistance Kohl was now no longer defensible, aboscf00,000 
cannon-balls, and 25,000 bombs, projectcil from forty baltcncs, had riddled 
all Its defences The Imperialists, masters of the intrenched camp, cnsclopcd 
the fort on e\cry side, and the Republicans, aficr a glorious defence, which , 
docs lionour to the memory of Dcsaix and St -Cyr, c\acuatod the place by 
capitulation on the Otii January (I). 

ihs During the siege of Kchl, the Imperialists remained in obscraalion 
ttii//Ifs"rm before the IHe-de-poat of llunmgcn, but no sooner were they at 
liberty, by the surrender of the former place, than tliej prosecuted the siege 
of the latter w illi extraordinary vigour Fcrino Ind been left w illi the right 
wing of the French to superintend the defence of that important post, but 
notwithstanding all lus exertions he was umblc to rolard.thcir ad\anrcsj 
llie trenches were opened in form on Ilic2'{th of January, and a sortie !ia>ing 
been repulsed on the night of the 31st, llic phcc was c>acuatcd by capitula- 
tion on ibe Isl of February, and the xictors found tlicmsehcs masters only of 
a heap of rums {2} 

This la^t success tcrminalcil Uic campaign of 1790 m Germany , 
I'Ac iTTOs^ fWrjfAf AAf, rtwAAm pscfttiktfctt, 
red, With (he exception of that of Aapoli'on m the «amc year m Italy, smcc 
the commencement of the war The conquerors mbolh triumphed, by the 
application of the same principles, o>cr superior forccv— vir. the skilful iim* 
of a central position, ami interior line of commuiucition, and the fapid 
accumuhlion of superior forces against one of the assailing armies, at a time 
when It was so situated lint it roiild not rcccnc any assistance from tlic 
other. The movements of the Archduke between the armies of Morciii and 
I . . • _ • » * , t -forceagamst 

■ . ' • . . . ■■ • a ih'.iscroiis 
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scr on Ihc opposite sides of the InlvO of Guardn; and of Alvinzi and Provera, 
on the plateau of Rivoli and the shores of the Mincio. Tlic dillcrcncc only lies 
in the superior energy and activity -with >Yhich the Repnhlican general flew 
from one menaced point to another, the accurate calculation of time on 
which he rested, and the greater diflicullics with which he had to struggle 
from the closer proximity of the attacking forces to each other. 

The results of this campaign proved the justice of the ohservation of Kapo- 
leon, that the decisive blows were to ^le struck against Austria in the Valley 
of the Danube; and that Carnot's plan of turning both flanks of the Impe- 
rialists at once, along the vast line from the llainc to the Alps, Avas essentially 
defective, and olTcrcd the fairest opportunity to an enterprising general, 
aAvarc of the importance of time and rapid movement in Avar, to fall Avilh a 
preponderating force first on the one and then on the other. If, instead of 
dispersing the invading host into tAVO armies, separated from each other by 
above 100 miles, and acting Avilhonl concert, he had united them into one 
mass, or moved them by converging lines toAvards Ulm, the catastrophe of 
1805, to Austria, at that place, or of Lcipsic, in 1815, to France, might haA’c 
hccAA anticipated Avith decisive cfl'ecl upon the issue of the Avar. And after 
giving all due piyiise to the just vicAA'S and intrepid conduct of the Austrian 
hero, the deliverer of Germany, it must he admitted that he did not carry his 
enlightened principles into practice Avilh snch vigour as might have been 
done; and that had Napoleon been in his place on the Murg and at Amherg, 
he Avould liaA'c struck as decisive blows as at Jlivoli and Castiglionc (1). 
Prodigious The unsuccessful irruption of the French into Germany AVas at- 
uonsirvicd lendcd Avith one important consequence, from the elTcctual manner 
pHbi!r.inr!i. '"•hich it AvithdrcAV the A’cilfroni the eyes of the loAvcr classes as 

cemnns. tlic rcal iiaturc of democratic ambition, and the consequences 

AAdth Avhich it was attended to the inhabitants of the vanquished states. The 
Republicans, being destitute of every thing, and in an especial manner 
denuded of money, Avhen they crossed the Rhine, immediately put in practice 
their established principle of making A\-ar support Avar, and oppressed the 
Disnust A'anquished people by the most enormous contributions. The lesser 
oxcuoii'in German stales only purchased neutrality by the most enormous 
Gcrmivny. sacrificcs (2J. Tho pooplo coutraslcd these cruel exactions Avilh the 
seductive promises of war to the palace and peace to the collage, and all 
learned at length, from hitler experience, the mclanchoiy truth, that military 
violence, under Avhalever names it may be veiled, is the same in all ages; 
and that none are such inexorable tyrants to the jioor as those who have 
recently rcA'ollcd against authority in their own country. Although, there- 
fore, the terror of the Republican arms at first superseded every other con- 
sideration, and detached all the slates aa’Iiosc territory had been overrun from 
the Austrian alliance, yet this AA'as merely the elTect of necessity ; the hearts 
of the people remained faithful to the cause of Germany, their exasperation 
broke out in unmeasured acts of violence against the retreating forces of 


iii. 314, 339. Tli. viii. 419. Arcli. Cli. 
iii. 313, 31i. 

(2) The Duhe of Wirlemliurs; was as«ic^scd al 
4x000,000 francs, or nearly I..200,0D0 slerliii"; tlie 
circle of Swabia, 12.000,000, Or nearly L. 600,000, 
besides 8000 horses, 5000 oxen, 150,000 quintals of 
corn, and 100,000 pairs of shoes* No icos than 
8,000,000 or L. 400,000> was demanded from ibe 

V 


do of rxMnconi.n, besides COOO ■ “"'J 
;nsc coiilribulions from !'r.iiihfor , r urg, 

mhers. Nuremhurp. n.ul .ill the towns through 
imh ihcv nnssed. These enormous CNactions, 
•^h 'nm'ouS in ol. to 2,o.000 000 fr.m.es 

. 1.000.000 ). 12.000 <2.000 oj.cn. 

0,000 quintals of wheat, and 200,000 pmrs of 
aes excited an universal alarm. 
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Jourdan, and they looked only for the first opportunity to resume their 

• I ' kened (he predilection of the 

uiuoij X. j icJi principles, operated most 

F^pif" powerfully jn rousing the ancient and hereditary loyalty of the 
Auslnaa people to their own sovereigns ’i\ljen the llepuhhcans approached 
Boliemia, and Ind well nigh penetrated through Bavana to ilie liercdiiary 
States, the Emperor issued an animating appeal to Iiis subjects in the 
threatened provinces, and, with Uiesptnl of Maria Theresa, called on them 
to repel the renewed Gallic a^ession Austria, in this Irjing emergenej, 
relied on the constant success which has so long attended its house through 
all the vicissitudes of fortune, and unsubdued bj defeat, maintamed that 
unronque * - > » is -arc, and so often 

IS found ' I Ic nobly answered 

Iheappea i speedily raised, 

contributions of stores of every kind were voted tiy die. nobility (SJ, and 
from the first invasion of France may be dated the grow th of that palnoltc 
spirit which was desUntd ultimately lo rescue Germany from foreign sub- 
jugation 

This year witnessed the still closer conlraclmg of the unhappy 
I 4 bands which united Prussia lo France, and so long perpetuated on 
the continent the overwhelming influence of Gallic power liar- 
denberg and llaugwitz, who directed the cabinet of Derhu, and who, noU 
wilhstonding their dificrcnccs on many other 'points, were cordially united 
ID all measures calculated to augment the innucncc of Prussia in liic nortli 
of Germany, had laboured assiduously all tlic summer to form a federal 
union for llie protection of thestates in that portion of the empire, and they 
had succeeded tn obtaining a convocation of the circle of Lower Saxony and 
of '^Vcstphalla on thciSOlh June, lo arrange the formaiion of a formidable 
army of observation, of which Prussia was ibe Jicad, to cause their neutra- 
lity lo be respected by the bcHigcrcnl powers The trcncli minister at 
Berlin, artfully improving upon the terrors produced by Nopoliion’s suc- 
cesses m Italy, and Jourdan's imiption into I ranconia, easily persuaded 
llaugwitz that the period had now arrived when tlie interests of Prussia in- 
dispensably required the breaking up of the old Germanic Empire, and the 
sth An recognition of tltc (eft bank of the Ilhmc lo f ranee, and in consc- 

q^ucncc, (wo conventions, one pul he, llic other secret, were signed at Berlin 
on the bfh August By t(ic first, which atoueat lint lime was published, the 
line of demarcation, beyond which hosidiiie-, were not lopass, vvasevtcndcd, 
and made lo run from \\c<c! on ihcBhinc, following the frontiers of the 
jnoiinlams of Thuringia, cstcjiduig along the bortli Sea, including the 
mouUis of the Elbe, the cser, and the I ms, and so round by the frontiers 
of Holland to ^^cscI azain Bevond this, m addition to t!ic line already 
agreed lo by the ireatv of Bile, the Directory agreed not to pu<h their ini 
lilarv oj entions 1 v t!ic second, which was kept secret, I'riissia recognised 
the evlonsion of France to llic Bhinc, and the pnncipte, that (lie dispos- 
sessed German princes w ere to be indemnified at the rspctisr of the eccle- 
siastical princes of the empire The third article provi led an Indemnity lo 
the Prince of Orange, now cvidriilly and apparently finally expelled from 
ins dominions, and Prussia engaged lo cndcav our for this yiurposc lo procure 
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•nlio lioa^K, pUIi a rfdictiloiis cxag^cralion, of lltc great successes of the Re- 
pijhJje,lic ‘ipokcof ilicRosnans licit, ami Ocnoi «a\td, of tlic mnumcrjbJe 
nrniirs v\liirlt ^^e^c nlionl to lie raiscti lie c%cn reproached me lulh not hav- 
ing brought back mj «obllors from 1 gjpt — ‘ ^^l^t*’ I nnsMOred, ‘ ^ou tell 
me lint )mj are oierllovMng Pith troops, that two bumlrcd iliousand in- 
finlrj, and forty thousand cavilrj, pillsoon he on foot Ifthaiisso, tophat 
purpose should I ln>e brought hick the remains of my army?' He then 
changed Jus tone, and confessed lint he Ihoaglif ns alj lost J/c spoke of 
cxtcnnl cncimcs, of inlernnl enemies, and at that p ord he looked steadily m 
ini face laNo gi\cbim a glance but piticncc, the pear pill soon he ripe ” 
Soon after, ^ 1 poll’on expressed himself tvith his nonted schcmcricc, agimst 
the agitation pinch reigned among the Jacobins, and of phicli thcRiding- 
scbool ball i\as the centre “ \ouropn brothers,’' replied BornjJottc, “ were 
principal founders, and yet you accuse mcofhaiingfitoiircd (hit club it 
IS to the instructions of some one, / / now not w/io, that pc are to ascribe 
the agitation tint non proiails ” At lhc«c s'ords i>apolt‘on could no longer 
contain himself True, general,’ he replied ph(1i the utmost \elicmcncc, 
“and I poubl rather lise in ilic Poods than ma society pliirb presents no 
security against uolcncc" Their conscrsation only augmented the breach, 
and soon after they separated m sullen discontent (f ) 

Thoiighafcp of the militiry, boptscr, held out, the great pro- 
fiJ”"*'’ portion of them pcrc gamed BerUiicr, Unnes, and Mural, pero 


made the same request, bis broibcrs, 1 ucicn and Joseph, daily augmented 
bis pirly m the Councils, the 8ib and ttlti regiments of dngoons, who had 
sened under lum in Italy, Pith thc2hi chasseurs, pho had been organized 
by him, Pcre dcioled to bis service Moreau siid, “ lie did not Pish to be 
engig d m any intrigues, but that, uben the moment for action armed, he 
pould he found at Ins post (2) '* The people of Pans, pho apailcdin anxious 
evpcclalion the unfolding of the plot, could no longer conceal their impa- 
tience “Fifteen days have elapsed,” slid they, “and nothing has been 
done (3) Is he to leai o u«, as he did on his return from Ital , and let the 
Republic pendi in tbeaironi of the fictionspbo dispute its remains? ’’Every 
thing announced iheappioich of the decisive moment 
? » ^ble mil indefatigable cRbrts of Lucicn Bonaparte, a hin- 

at which be himself pas president, pas given at the Council 
Aocira » * of the Ancients, in honour of ^apol^5on it passed off p dh sombre 


(j) Pour l » 18 81 

An iuterc I n;; ronvmal on took plica be- 


rniall »rra « yoa hate frfriam'ly dcfratwl large 
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tranquillity. Every one spoke in a whisper, anxiety was depicted on every 
face, a suppressed agitation was visible even in the midst of apparent quiet. 
Ilis own countenance was disturbed; his absent and preoccupied air sufii- 
ciently indicated that some great project was at hand. He rose soon from 
table, and left the party, Avhich, although gloomy, had answered the object 
in view, which was to bring together six .hundred persons of various political 
principles, and thus engage them to act in unison in any common enterprise. 
It was on that night, that the arrangements for the conspiracy were finally 
made between Sieyes and Napoleon. It was agreed that the government should 
be overturned ; that, instead of the five directors, three consuls should be ap- 
pointed, charged with a dictatorial povrer which v.as to last for three months; 
that Napoleon, Sieyes, and Roger Ducos, should fill these exalted stations; 
and that the Council of the Ancients should pass a decree on the 18th Bru- 
maire (9th Nov.), at seven in the morning, transferring the legislative body 
to St.-Cloud, and appointing Napoleon commander of the guai’d of the legis- 
lature, of the garrison at Paris, and the national guard. On the 19th, the de- 
cisive event was to take place (1). 

Pirpa.a. Duriuff tlic three critical days which followed, the secret, though 
con-p.ra- knowu to a great number of persons, was taithiully kept. Ihe pre- 
cduii‘cii*'rr parations, both civil and military, w'cnt on without interruption. 

Orders were given to the regiments, both infantry and cavalry, 
which could be relied on, to parade in the streets of Chantereine and Mont- 
Blanc, at seven o’clock in the morning of the 18th. Moreau, Lefebvre, and all 
the generals, were summoned to attend at the same hour, with the forty ad- 
jutants of the national guard. Meamvhile the secret Council of the Ancients 
laboured, with shut doors and closed windows, to prepare the decree which 
was to pass at seven in the morning; and as it forbade all discussion, and the 
Council of Five Hundred were only summoned to meet at eleven, it w'as 
-hoped the decree would pass at once, not only without any- opposition, but 
before its opponents could be aw'are of its existence (2). 

Effort, or Meanwhile Napoleon, in his secret intercourse with the different 
wirhlu" leaders, was indefatigable in his endeavours to disarm all oppoSi- 
partios blaster of the most profound dissimulation, he declared him- 

self, to the chiefs of the different parties, penetrated with the ideas wiiich he 
W'as aware would be most acceptable to their minds-. To one he protested that 
he certainly did desire to play the part of Washington, but only in conjunc- 
, tion with Sieyes : the proudest day of his life w'ould be that w'hen he retired 
from power; to another, that the part of Cromw'ell appeared to him ignoble, 
because it w'as that of an impostor. To the friends of Sieves he professed him- 
self impressed' with the most profound respect for that mighty intellect before 
. W'hich the genius of Mirabeau had prostrated itself; that, for his own part, he 
could only head the armies, and leave to others the formation of the coosii- 
lulion. To all the Jacobins who approached him he spoke of the extineden 
of liberty, the tyranny of the Directory, and used terms w'bich su/Scieudy 
recalled his famous .proclamation which had given the first impulse 
revolution ,of the f8th Fructidor (3). In public be announced a review o 


(1) Eour. I'li. 57, 59. Goli. i. 220. Nan. i. ' 
Mign.ii.450 Th. si. 45 * 2 , 455 , ' 

(2) Th. X. 456, 457-. Nap. i. 73, 75. 

(3) Til. X. 457 . Eac. xiv. 408, 409. - 

. Al a small dii.ncr parly, givrn by K.ipolron 
lliis timr, wlicrc the IJircclor Goliior was presci 
the eoniersation liiri'e.l on the tnignois nse/l byll 


rbiniT 

Oriciitnis lo clasp ihcir Inrban.*. . (jrpirrr I'vo 
cliair, Kapolf'oii took ont 
brooches, riibly set with llH'sej**'* ** Jt i* a 
be gave to Gob icr, ibe olhey” 

litlb* toy," £aid Iir, "which wf ^ 

and receive tvilhoiit 

Soon after, liie coii'cr^'* - ^ 
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I roop< on ific mornln? of titc 18 lh Brum.iirc, after « Inch he ^\ as to set oflT to 
lake llic romtnaiKl of the arm) on tticfronlicr, t 

proposed ariangcincnis^vcrc madcvith the utmost pre- 
' cision. Hj dajhrcak on the f«lh Brumairc CSlfi h'ov.), the boule- 
> ards V ere filled s\ ith n mnnerous niul splendid caralrj , and all the ofliccrsm 
nml around Pans repaired, in fud dress, to (he rue Chantcrcinc. The Depu- 
ties of t!ic Ancients, whosscrc not in the secret, assembled, s\ilh surprise at 
the iinw onted hour, iii iliclr place of meeting, and already the conspirators 
>\cre therein sunicieni strength to gne them Hie majority. The president of 

- I. » t _ > t, 

. ' ■ ' • • 'a picture 

* ■ menaced 

! ■■ . ' ■ said he, 

“ Is menaced at once by the anarchists, and (he enemy , c must instantly 
lake measures for the public safeU We may reckon on ilic support of Ge- 
neral Bonapiric, It 13 under the shadow ofhis protecting arm that the Coun- 
cils mull deliberate on the measures required by the interests of the Hepub- 
lic ” The uninilnlcd mcnihers were startled, and a considerable agitation 
prevailed m the assembU , but the majority were instant and pressing, and 
gl cighlo’clock the decide was passed, after a warm ojiposition, transferring 
the seat of the legislative body to St -Cloud, appointing (hem to meet tlicro 
on the following day at noon, charging Napolfon with the execution of the 
decree, authorizing him to take all the measures necessary for Us due perform- 
ance, and appointing him to (he command of (he garrison of Pans, (he na- 
tional guard, the troops of the line m the military div isions m svhich it stood, 
and (heguardof thetwo Councils This extraordinary decree xvos ordered to 
be instantly placarded on all the walls of Pans, dispatched to all the authori- 
ties, and obeyed by all (hccilizcns(l) 

^apokon was in lus onm house in the rue Chantcreme when the 
wTh*""’* *^®sscnger of state armed; Ins levee resembled rather the court of 
ifMin" a powerful sovereign than the dwelling of a general about to un- 
dertake a perilous enterprise ^o sooner was the decree received, than he 
opened the doors, and, advancing to the portico, read it aloud to the brilliant 
assemblage, and asked if he might rely on Ihcir support? They all answered 
with enthusiasm in the affirmative, pulling their hands on their swords lie 
then addressed himself to Lcfebvrc, the governor of Pans, who had arrived 
in ill humour at ■■ • ' ’ j 

''■\ye)}y hefebin 
let it perish m * 

sabre which I bore at the battle of the Pynmids, I give it you as a picuge oi 
my esteem and confidence ” The appeal w as irresistible to a soldier’s feelings 
“■\es,” replied Lefebvre, strongly moved, “let us throw the advocates into 
the river.” Joseph Bonaparte had brought Bernadotlc, but, upon seeing n hat 
was in agitation, he rapidly retired to warn the Jacobins of their danger. 
Fouche, at the first intelligence of whal was going forward, ^had ordered the 


:t of an api roathmf pac CcaDon Bo 70 
• said ^apoleon « Da»nc»tf a g,n»rar peace 
ewrons pres Icn* a IXepubliesl ouW ne»c 
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barriers to be closed, and all the usual precautions taken which mark a 
period of public alarm, and hastened to the rue Chanlereine to receive his 
orders; but Napoleon ordered them to be opened and the usual course of 
things to continue, as he marched wdth the nation and relied on its support. 
A quarter of an hour afterwards he mounted on horseback, and put himself 
at the head of his brilliant suite and fifteen hundred horsemen, and rode to 
the Tuileries. Names since immortalized in the rolls of fame were there 
assembled : Moreau and Macdonald, Berthier and Murat, Lannes, Marmont, and 
Lefebvre. The dragoons, assembled as they imagined for a review, joyfully 
followed in the rear of so splendid a cortege; while the people, rejoicing at 
the termination of the disastrous government of the Directory, saw in it the 
commencement of the vigour of military, instead of the feebleness of legal 
ascendant, and rent the air with their acclamations (f ). 

' ^.Trrifrt “ military chief presented himself at the bar of the Ancients, 

the bar of altcndcd by that splendid staff. “ Citizen-representatives,” said he, 
cirms?' “ the Republic Avas about to perish when you saved it. Wo to those 
who shall attempt to oppose your decree! Aided by my brave companions in 
arms, I Avill speedily crush them to the earth. You are the collected Avisdom 
of the nation; it is for you to point out the measures which may save it. I 
come, surrounded by all the generals, to offer you the support of their arms. 
I name Lefebvre my lieutenant : 1 will faithfully discharge the duty you haA'e 
intrusted to me. Let none seek, in the past, examples to regulate the present; ’ 
nothing in history has any resemblance to the close of the eighteenth century; 
nothing in the eighteenth century resembles this moment. /Fe are resolved 
to have a Republic; avc are resolved to have it founded on true liberty and a 
representative system. I SAvear it in my OAvn name, and in that of my com- 
panions in arms.” — “We SAvear it,” replied the generals, A deputy attempted 
to speak: the president stopped him, upon the ground that all deliberation 
Avas interdicted till the Council met at Sl.-Cloud. The assembly immediately 
broke up ; and Napoleon proceeded to the gardens of the Tuileries, Avhere 
he passed in rcAueAv the regiments of the garrison, addressing to each a fcAV 
energetic words, in Avhich he declared that he Avas about to introduce changes 
which would bring Avith them abundance and gloi-y. The AA'eather was beau- 
tiful; the confluence of spectators immense; their acclamations rent the 
skies.; every, thing announced the transition from anarchy to despotic 
poAver (2). 

of While all Avas thus proceeding /favourably at the Tuileries, the 

FlyTHun-*^ CouHcil of FI VC Hundrcd, haviog recci ved 3 coufuscd accouu t of the 
died, revolution Avhich AA'as in progress, tumultuously assembled in their 
hall. They Avere. hardly met, Avhen the message arrived from the Ancients, 
containing the decree re'moving them to St.-Cloud. No sooner Avas it read 

tl) Lac. xiv. 413. JVap. i. 78. TIi. x. 461, 462. soldiers in liis t.nlcnts tlicmselves, may give him tlic 
^ Gob. i. 254. most formidable ascendant over the destinies of tiie 

(2J Tb X. 461, 463. Nap. i. 79, Lac. xiv. 413, Republic. .Should he prove a Cxsar, a Cromwell ! 
4l4. ’ — T/te Ancient. A Caisar, a Cromwell! Bad ji.arls; 

During these events, the anxiety of all clo.sses in stale parts ; unworthy of a man of sense, not to say 
Paris on the approaching revolution had risen to ,a man of properly. Bonaparte bos declared so 
the highest pitch. A pamphlet, eagerly circulated himself on several occasions. * It nnuld be a saen- 
at the doors of the Councils, contains a curious pic- Icgious measure,' said he, on one occasion, ‘ to make 
ture of the ideas of the moment, and the manner in any attempt on a reprcscni.ilive governinent in this 
vvhiili the most obvious appro.iehiiig events are age of intelligence and liberty, ^ another 
glo.ssed over to those engaged in them Tliedialogne ‘ There is none hut a fool who would attempt to 
ran as follows; — “ One' of the I’iec Ilwidred. Be- make the Republic lose the gaunt.et it h.as thrown 
tween ourselves, my friend, I am seriously alarmed down to the royally of turopc, f Rj’f. ing gone 
at the part assigned to Bonaparte in this affair. Ills through so many perils to uphold it. Bour.- 
renown, his coiisidcralion, the just confidence of the iiitaxE,iii. 76, 77. 
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Ltjcirn in rajn cnd(‘a\OHm] lo restore }»s aujliorih. After a Ion? scene 
of confnOon,oncofllir dcptHi« proposed ihal the assembly «liould s^sear 
fideld) to the constUnlion; this proposal ssas instantly adopted, and the 
roll filled for tint purpose. This measure ansssered the double purpose of 
Mndin? the Council to support its auihontj, and gniii? lime for the 
Jacobin leaders to be sent for from the capita! In fact, during the two 
liours that the callmg^of the roll lasted, intelligence of the resistance of 


dred, during this dcia), hoped that they would base time to ooinmunicatc 


danger was now imminent to that audacious general, the I i\c 
llundredwcrcsoiohcmcnlinihciropposiiiontohim, that the whole 
members, including Lucicn, were compelled to lake the oatli to 
u constitution ; and m the Ancients, although his adherents had 

the inajoritj* the contest raged with the utmost siolcncc, and the strength 
of the minoniy was eserj instant increasing The influential Jacoluns were 
rapullj arris mg from Vans, thej looked on the matter as already decided 

I . ’ ' * • * . • ' 


victim Half an iiour hence )ou will thank me for my advice Nolwilhstaud- 
ing this seeming confidence, however, ^d|)oUon full) felt the danger of lus 
situation The influence of the Icgidaturc wasscnsibly fell on the troops , the 
boldest w ere beginning to hesitate, the zealous hod already become timid (S) 
the timid had changed their colours He saw that there was not a moment 
to lose , and he resolv cd to present himscff, at the head of his staff, at (he 
har of the Ancients “ At that moment,” said Ivapoieon, “ I would have 
given two hundred millions to have had Ncy by my side ” 

In this crisis Napokon was strongly agitated lie never possessed the fa- 
culty of powerful extempore clociiUon , a peculiarity not unfrcquently the 
accompaniment of tlic most profound and original thought , and on this occa- 
sion, fiom the vital interests at slake, and the vehement opposition with 
• • . » . ti ^ /^'i Kn f-yf 


viiprftb nie to explain myself, you have called me and my compamuiis m 
tupf* arms to your aid * * • but you must now take a decided part I 
, . 'r ip „ II »i T..T .n .tnii/iiiiu i-i>«pmblcd 

... . ■ ■ ' cady 

, ■ nade 

■ I . . ■ loud 

acclamations , hut Ibis appeal (o the mtlitary, in tne uosom oi iin- legisidture, ^ 
IT «a Th s 419 fajik ui ^n• > 
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wrought up to a perfect fury the rage of the Opposition. One of their nuni- 
her,'Linglet, rose, and said, in a loud voice, “ General, Ave, applaud your 
Avords ; SAA'ear then obedience and fidelity to the Conslitulion, Avhich can alone 
saA^e the Republic.” Napoleon hesitated; then replied Avilh energy: ‘‘The 
Constitution does not exist; you yoursehes violated it on the 10th Fructidor, 
AA'hen the government violated the independence of the legislature; you vio- 
lated it on the oOth Prairial, Avhen the legislative body overthrew the inde- 
pendence of the executive; you violated it on the 22d Floreal, Avhen, by a 
sacrilegious decree, the government and legislatui'e violated the sovereignty 
of the people by annulling the elections AAdiich they had made. Having sub- 
verted the constitution, new guarantees, a fresh compact, is required.- 1 de- 
clare, that as.soon as the dangers which have invested me with these extraor- 
dinary poAvers have passed aAvaj', I will lay them doAvn. I desire only to 
he the arm AAdiich executes your commands. If you call on me to explain 
what are the perils Avliich threaten our country, I have no hesitation in 
answering, that Barras and Moulins hav'e proposed to me to' place myself, at 
the head of a faction, the object of AAdiich is to effect the overthroAv of all the 
friends of freedom.” The energy of this speech, the undoubted truths and 
audacious falsehoods which it contained, produced a great impression : three- 
fourths of the assembly arose and loudly testified their applause. Ilis party, 
recovering their courage, spoke in his behalf, and he concluded with these 
significant words : “ Surrounded by my brave companions in ai'ms, I will 
second you. - I call you to Avitness, bi*avc grenadiers, Avhose bayonets I per- 
ceive, Avhom I have so often led to victory ; I can bear Avitness to their cou- 
rage; AA'e will unite our efforts to save our country. And if any orator,” added 
he, Avith a menacing A'oice, “ paid by the enemy, should venture to propose 
to put me hors la hi, I shall instantly appeal to my companions in arms to 
exterminate him on the spot. Recollect that I inarch accompanied by the 
god of fortune and the god of war (1).” 
t{ie™aii*or H^^dly was this harangue concluded, AAdien intelligence arrived 
ti>e Five that in the Council of Five Hundred the calling of the roll had 
Frightful ceased ; that Lucien could hardly maintain his ground against the 
there'!" velicmence of the Assembly, and that they Avere about to force him 
to put to the vote a proposal to declare his brother hors la hi. It AA'as a simi- 
lar proposal Avhich had proved fatal to Robespierre : the cause of Napoleon 
seemed AA'ellnigh desperate, for if it had been passed, there could be little 
doubt it would haA^e been obeyed by the soldiers. In truth, they had gone so 
far as to declare, that the oath of 1 8th Brumaire should receive a place as 
distinguished in history as that of the Jen dc Fannie, “ the first of which 
created liberty, AA-hile the second consolidated it,” and had decreed a 
message to the Directory to make them acquainted with their resolution. 
This decree was hardly passed, when a messenger arrived AAdth a letter 
from Barras, containing his resignation of the office of Director, upon the 
ground, “ that noAV the dangers of liberty Avere all surmounted, and 
the interests of the armies secured.” This , unlooked-for communication 
renewed their perplexity ; for noAv it was CA'ident that the executiA^e itself 
AA'as dissolved (2 j. 

Napoleon, Avho. clearly saAV his danger, instantly took his resolution. 
Boldly advancing to the hall of the Five Hundred, AA’hose shouts and cries 
already resounded to a distance, he entered alone, uncovered, and ordered 


(t) Th. X. 477. Dour. iii. 85. Goli. i. 281, 288. 
’ 'III. 


(2) Goh. i. 291,293, 205. 
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ilip <o!iIiPrs nml ofllccrs of hn sulic lo lialt at tho entrance. In Jus passage 
10 the bar lie Inil lo piss one liaKof the benches. No sooner did he make Ins 
appearance, than half of the asscmhly rose tip, exclaiming, “ Dcalli to the 
IjrantI donn nilh the diclatorl” The scene nlnch ensued baffles all des- 
cription. Hundreds of deputies rushed down from the hcnchcs, and sur- 
rounded the general, exclaiming, “joiir laurels arc all svitlicrcd; jour 
glory Is turned into infamyj is tl for this jou'fiavc conquered? respect 
the sanctuary of the hws; retire.” Two grenadiers left at the door, alarmed 
hy the danger of their general, rushed fonsard, sword m hand, seized him 
hy the middle, and horc him, almost stupificd, out of the hall ; in the tii- 
inuU one of (hem had Ins clothes tom. Nothing was to bo heard hut tlic cries, 
“ No Cromwell! dowm with the diclatorl death lo the dictator (I)!” 

rcmoial increased rather than dimmisficd the tumult of the 
Ufi«* “ asscmhlj . I ucicn alone, and unsupported jn the president’s chair, 
was left lo make head against the tempest All Ins cITorts to justify his bro- 
ther were in sain, “^ou would not hear him,” he exclaimed “Down w'lth 
the t) rant I hors la Wssiih ihe iyranll”rcso«nded on all sides Mith rare 

! . . .. ' * • * ' ' • ’ ' ’ ! • 

him I renounce the chair, and hasten to ilic bar to defend the illustrious ac- 
cused,” and with these words, deposing his insignia of president, mounted 
the tribune At that instant an officer, dispatched hy Napoleon, with ten gre- 
nadiers, presented himself at the door It was at first supposed that (ho 
ttoopa had declared for the Council, and loud applause greeted their en- 
trance. Taking adi antage of the mistahe, he approached the tribune and laid 
hold of Uicicn, whispering at the same time m lus car, “By your brother’s 
orders,” while the gretndters exclaimed, “Down with the assassins!” At 
these words a mournful silence succeeded to the cries of acclamation, and he 
was conducted Without opposition out of the hall ( 2 } 

Sf'T’VrtV I'lcJtuwiiilc Napoleon had descended to the court, mounted on 
iiufid bj horseback, ordered tlic drums lo beat the order to form circle, and 
thus addressed the «oldicrs — “ I was about to point out the means 
of saving the country, and they answered me w ith strokes of the poniard 
They desire to fulfil ilic wishes of Ihe Allied sovereigns — what more could 
England do’ Soldiers, can I rely on you?” Unanimous applause answered 
the appeal , and soon after the officer arrived, bringing out Lncien from the 


of Five Hundred declares lo you, that the immense majority ot mat uouy is 
enthralled by a factious band, armed with siileltoes, who besiege the tri- 
bune, and inlerdici all freedom of deliberation’ General, and you soldiers, 


let that'hamefor ever attach to Uiem, anuii inej uiii, to snow iucuis<.i.v.a 
to (he people, let all fingers pomt lo them as the representaln es of the po- 
niard ’’—“Soldiers,” added Napoleon, “ can I rely on you?” The soldiers, 
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the libertj- of France, rjvv..i » !ve t-c~-iv.r[o i A\as 

the answer, lie then ordered }.nn t .lau Lcc.Cto vO inarch a i*auaA;on into the 
Council, and dissolve ihe .\sscn:My ‘‘ ^''’d'^vots." Yrr.? the word 

given. They entered iri. <-nd i.ic OiiKt.r in coinmnnu iiotihcxl tho 



tion was already visible . , , , . i . j , , 

bodv in clo^e column, instanilv ordered the drums lo heal and ihc cliarce lo 
sounL He exclaimed, '“Grenadiers, forward!" and the soldiers slowly ad- 
vanchi" vith fixed bavonels. speedily cleared ihc hall. Iho disimn cd dcpnlies 
Ihrovin- themselves from the windows, and rushing out at every aiicrture lo 

avoid the shock (1). , 

Koctiimal Intelhcence of the vinlcnl di'^oluiion of the live Hundred vas 

conveyed bv the fudlivc? to Ihc AncTcnIs, who wore ihroiMi by 
this event into the utmost coiHtcrnalion. They had expected 
Ircre''*''" that that hodvwoulJ Invc yielded wilhoiil violence, and were 
thunderstruck bv the open use of hayonci' on ihc occasion. Lticicn im- 
mediately appeared at their bar, and made the same niioloey he had done to 
the troop’s for thecoapdVtfft whkhhad been employed, viz, that a factious 
minority had put an end to ail freedom of deliberation by Ihc use of jioninrds. 
which rendered the application of force indispeiisnlilo: that nothing had 
been done contrary to forms; lliat lie had himself authorized the employ- 
ment of ihemilitaVy. The Council were satisfied, or feigned to he so, with 
this explanation ; and at nine at night the remnant of the l ive Hundred who 
were in the interests of Napoleon, five-and-thirty only in mirnher, under ibc 
direction of Lucien, assembled in the Orangery, and voted a resolution, 
declaring that Bonaparte and the troops under ids orders had deserved well 
of their country. “ Bcprcsenlalivcs of the people,” said that audacious par- 
tisan in his opening speech, “this ancient palace of ibc Kings of France, 
where we are now assembled, attests that power is iiol/tinf/, and that glory 
is every thing.” At eleven at night, a few nicmiiers of tiic two Councils, not 
amounting in all to sixty persons, assembled, and iiuaiiiiuously passed a 
decree abolishing the Directory, expelling .«ixlv-oue members from Ibc Coun- 
cils as demagogues, adjourning tbe legislature' for tbrec montbs, and rcslinS' 
the executive power in tbe mean time in Napoleon, .Sieyos,aml Roger Ducos, 
under the title of Provisional Consuls. Two Comniissious of twcnty-ln'^ 
mendiers each, were appointed from each Council, lo combine with iho Con- 
suls in tbe formation of a new coiislilulion (2). „// 

Jo> j Pans During these two even Iful davs, the people of Paris, thou?/' 
events interested in the issue of the struggle, and trembling ^^'f'lfcctly 
lest the horrors of the Revolution should be renewed, remained I 
tranquil. In the evening of the 'Iflib, reports of the failure of d'‘’ for a" 
veie generally spread, and dilTuscd the most mortal Cistjnioi'’ pa= 

sSJT agitation and sullerings of past 

and it was generally fell that ilof’ rfsak 


onlj under the shadow of military aulhorily. But alien: 

•iSO.VMfxiv.Tsi ' Jn,",' t'S* * (2^ K‘>r- '• at) 0 ^' 

Of, 97. Goli.i. 309 , 3 u'. Goh.'i. sli, 331 . 
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fomiiiunicnicil by llicfiipilhc members ofilic Five Iltindrcil, Vlio arriud 
from .St.«Cloinl, loudly exclaiming 'against tlic mlhlary xiolcncc of xxliich 
Ibcy bad been tlic \iclims; and al nine at night Ibcinlclbgcncowas ofTicially 
nnnouncetl bj a proclamation of NapoV^on, wliich xxas read by torchlight to 
the agitated groups (1). 

r.rt<fn\ ’ Mitfi the exception of the legislature, Iioncver, all parties de- 
"t.l'fMi'” dared for the rcxolution of 18tli Brumairc. The xjolation of the 
... ^ . . . » . • . r ’ • 


at any price, c\cn the extinction of ihcxcry libcrlj to attain xxliich all these 
misfortunes had been undergone. The feeling, accordinglj , not onlj of Paris, 
but of Trance, xxas unixcrsal in favour of the new government. All parlies 
hoped to see their peculiar tenets fornarded by tlie change. The Constitu- 
tionalists trusted (hat rational freedom would at length he esfafahshed; the 
Royalists rejoiced that the first step towards a regular government had been 
made, and secretly indulged the hope that Bonaparte would play the part of 


I , . • • 

of revisiting their country, and drawing their last breath in that France 
winch was still so dear to them. Ten years had wrought a century of expe- 
rience. The nation was as unanimous mf799 to terminate the era of Revolu- 
tion, as m 1780 U had been to commence it (2). 
a«inrnc}«r Napolvou rivalled Caesar in the clemency with which he used his 
rnfriTi" >Jdorj. No proscriptions or massacres, few arrests or imprison- 
Ticiorr ments, follow cd the triumph of order over Revolution. On the con- 
trary, numerous acts ofmcrcy,aswiscas they were magnanimous, illustrated 
the nsc of the Consular throne. The law of hostages and the forced loan 
were abolished; the priests and persons proscribed by the revolution of 
18tli Fructidor pcnniUcd to return ; the emigrants who had been shipwrecked 


abu>e a lhnu!,ana \ritacst«i 
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on the coast of France, and thrown into prison, where they had been confined 
for four years, were set at liberty. Measures of severity were at first put in 
force against the violent Republicans, but they were gradually relaxed, and 
finally abandoned. Thirty-seven of this obnoxious party were ordered to be 
transported to Guiana, and twenty-one to be put under the observation of 
the police; but the sentence of transportation Avas soon changed into one of 
sim'dllaiwe, and even that AA'as shortly abandoned. Nine thousand state pi’i- 
soners, Avho languished at the fall of the Directory in the slate prisons of 
Fi'ance, received their liberty. Their numbers, two years before, had been 
sixty thousand. The eleA'ation of Napoleon AA^as not only unstained by blood, 
but not even a single captive long lamented the car of the victor. A signal 
triumph of the principles of humanity over those of cruelty, glorious alike to 
the actors and the age in which it occurred; and a memorable proof Iioav 
much more durable the Auctories gained by moderation and Avisdom are, than 
those achieved by violence, and stained by blood (-1). 
of rcAmlution of the ISth Brumaire had established a proAusional 

tu«on. " ‘ government, and overturned the Directory; but it still remained 
to form a permanent constitution. Jn the formation of it a rupture took 
place betAveen Sieyesand Napoleon. The vicAvs of the former, long based on 
speculative opinions, and strongly tinged Avith republican ideas, Avere little 
likely to accord with those of the young conqueror, accustomed to rule every- 
thing by his single determination; and aa'Iioso sagacity had already dis- 
covered the impossibility of forming a stable government out of the institu- 
, tions of the Revolution. He alloAved Sieyes to mould, according to his plea- 
sure, the legislature, which Avas to consist of a Senate, or Upper Chamber; 
a Legislative Body, AAdthout the poAA'er of debate; and a Tribunate, Avhich 
was to discuss the legislatiA^e measures Avith the Council of State : but op- 
posed the most vigorous resistance to the plan Avhich he brought foiuvard 
for the executive, Avhich Avas so absurd, that it is hardly possible to imagine 
hoAV it could have been seriously proposed by a man of ability. The plafi of 
this veteran constitution-maker, AAdio had boasted to Talleyrand ten years 
before, that “ politics AA^as a science Avhich he flattered himself he had brought 
to perfection (2),” Avas to have vested the executive in a single Grand Elector, 
AAdio Avas to inhabit Versailles, Avith a salary of 600,000 francs a-year, and a 
guard of six thousand men, and represent the state to foreign powers. This 
singular magistrate was to be vested Avith no immediate authority; but his 
functions Avere to consist in the power of naming Iavo consuls, Avho Avere to 
exercise all the poAA^ers of goA^ernment, the one being charged Avith the inte- 
rior, the finances, police, and public justice; the other the exterior, includ- 
ing AA^ar, marine, and foreign affairs. He was to have a council of state, to 
discuss Avith the legislature all public measures. He was to be irresponsible, 
but liable to removal at the pleasure of the Senate. — It AA^as easy to perceiA’e 
that, though he imagined he Avas acting on general principles, Sieyes in this 
project Avas governed by his OAvn interests ; that the situation of grand elector 
he destined for himself, and the military consulship for the conqueror of 
Areola and Rivoli (5). 

- Napoleon, AAdio saAv at once that this senseless project, besides presenting 
insurmountable dilficulties in practice, would reduce him to a secondary 
part, exerted all his talents to combat the plan of Sieyes. “ Can you sup- 

(l) Nap. in Month, i. 178. Mign! ii. 403. Uac. (2) Dura. 64. Jnte.i.Wl. ^ 
xiv.434,440. ‘ ( 3 ) .loin. vii. 413, 415. Mign. li. 404, 405. 
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';'5nt Jie, “ lliat nnj man of lalcnt or consjilcraljon Mill snbmil to iJie 
d^ra(}m?<H«atio« to the grand elector’ lUnt m^rt, disposing of 

llic intioiial force, mouIiI lie baso enough !o submit to tlie discretion of a 
.Senate, mIiicIi, bj n simple \ole, conhl send Inm from Ycr«ajJJcs to a second 
nn in Tans? Mere I a grand elector, I noiild mme.is ni) Consul of the ex- 
terior Itcrlbicr, ami for the Interior some other person of (lie same stamp 
] Mould prt^enbe to them their nominations of ministers, and the instant 
tint the) ceased to bo mj sfiff-ofiiccrs 1 would oicriurn them ” Si^yes 
replied, “that in that ca«e (he Rrsiud elector Mould be absorbed by the 
Semte.” Tins phrase got *' n .. 

mind' of the Pansnns, tl i • • 

He soon found that Ins ‘ ‘ • • 

Minch interfered Milti the supreme power, mIucIi be Iiau mituuj v.. j 
•*» iriiil, Mas the only form of government 


Ul 1 y., 

. T* '' I ifis of ^a^olton Mere unaiitiaui) lUcu, ..u. i 

r < ■ ' ■ ’ . - fyiriji at 

‘ ' . • ficc. 


• • . • • c 

1 • ’ . • 

the two others were merct) tus uu.. v ^ 

vernment the adianiagc of unity of direction, the two others, wliose nainu 
appeared to e>cry public net, would soothe the republican jealousy. The 
circumstances of the times would not permit a beticrform of gorernment ” 
After long discussion, this project was adopted The government was in fact 
• '•> A fi^st Consul, the two other Consuls 

counsels, but not to restrain him by 

• ited by the Consuls, selected out of the 

list of candidates who had been chosen by the nation those who were to be 
the memhers of the Tribunate and I cgislature Go\ernmcnt alonewasm- 
. ■ . “■ — -''••‘ns TheLegishtiieBodywasinterdicied 

; ■ • to deliberate and decide upon the qiics- 

; ' • mnale, and the Council of State nomi- 

• g understood to represent the interests of 
the people, the second tinioi im^ govCTnmeni. The L^i'latireBodj was 
tiius transformed from its essential character m a free state, tliat of a dchbe- 
rali\e assemhlj, into a supreme court, winch Iieard the stale pleadings, and 
bj its decision formed the law (2). 

The people no longer were permitted to choose deputies for themsehes, 
either in their primary assemblies or electoral colleges They were allowed 
only to choose the person? ehffibfe to Uicse offices, and from the lists thus 
furnished, goiernment made its election. The whole citizens first chose a 
tenth of their number in each arrondis*,cment, who formed the electors of 
the commonc Tins body, composed of the electors, again chose out of the 


(I) Jon XU A17 tis ^rp » lH US M gn 
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list of eligible persons for tlie department a tenth, who were to form the 
departmental electors, and they again a tenth of llieir body, who formed the 
list out of which the legislature was to be chosen. The Senate, in the close 
of all, selected such as it chose out of the last list, thus trebly purified, to 
form the Legislative body. The senators being nominated by the First Con- 
sul, and holding their situations for life, the whole legislature was subjected 
to the control of the executive. Its duty was strictly conservative, to watch 
over the maintenance of the fundamental laws, and the purification of the 
other branches of the legislature. All public functionaries, civil and military 
including the whole judges, instead of being chosen, as heretofore, by the 
people, Avere appointed by the First Consul, Avho thus became the sole de- 
positary of influence. The loAA'^est species of judges, called juges-de-paioc, AA^ere 
alone left in the, gift of the people (1). By means of the Senate, chosen from 
his creatures, he regulated the legislature, and possessed the sole initiative of . 
laws; by the appointment to every office, he wielded the Avhole civil force of 
the state; by the command of the military, he overawed the discontented, 
and governed its external relations. 

Outlines of The departmental lists were the most singular part of the neAv 

tlic new 

constitution constitution. Every person born and residing in France, above 
twenty-one, was a citizen, hut the rights of citizenship AA'ere lost by bank- 
ruptcy, domestic service, crime, or foreign naturalization. But the electors 
were a much more limited body. “ The citizens of each arrondissement chose 
by their suffrages those AA’hom they deemed fit to conduct public affairs, 
amounting to not more than a tenth of the electors. The persons contained 
in this first list were alone eligible to official situations in the arrondissement 
from which they Avere chosen. The citizens embraced in this list chose a 
tenth of their number for each department, which formed the body alone 
eligible for departmental situations. The citizens chosen by the departmental 
electors again selected a tenth of their number, which formed the body alone 
capable of being elected for national situations (2).” The persons on the first 
list were only eligible to the inferior situations, sticli a^juges-de-paix, a spe- 
cies of arbiters to reconcile differences and prevent laAVSuits; those on the 
second were the class from Avhom might be selected the prefects, the depart- 
mental judges, tax-gatherers, and collectors; those on the third, avIio 
amounted only to six thousand persons, Avere alone eligible to public offices, 
as the Legislature, any of the Ministries of State, the Senate, the Council of 
State, the Tribunal of Cassation, the ambassadors at foreign courts. Thus, 
the Avhole offices of state were centred in six thousand persons, chosen by a 
triple election from the citizens. The lists Avere to be revised, and all the A^a- 
cancies filled up every three years. These lists of notability, as Napoleon justly 
observed, formed a limited and exclusiA^e nobility, differing from the old 
noblesse only in this, that it was elective, not hereditary; and it was, from 
the very first, subject ta the objection, that it excluded from the field of 
competition many of the most appropriate persons to hold public situations. . 
The influence of the people in the legislature was, by these successiA^e elec- 
tions, completely destroyed, and the whole poAver of the state, it was early 
foreseen, would centre in the First Consul (5). The changes introduced dif- 
fused, hoAvever, general satisfaction. 

All the members of the legislature received pensions from government ; 

(1) Join, xti, 420, 421. Mign. ii. 4G4, 408, 469. (2) Const. Tit. i. see. 78, 79. 

Const. Tit. iv. Sect. 41. Bign. i. 27, 28. (3) M-o]!. i. 139, l4l. 
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Jjjfll of Ifjo <rnnli)rs ^\.^5 2'i,000 frnnw, or L.dOOO a joar; llwt of iIjc Tnbu- 
mtc, I‘),000 francs, or L TmO >cirlj; Uiat oflhe Legislate Bodj, d0,000 fr. 
or I. 100 n-jnr. The Scintc was composed of persons above forlj jearsof 
age; ibc l^gislaliNc IJndj, above tliirly. A senator remained in that high sta- 
tion for life, and was ineligible to any otlier situation (i). 
i.n'TlYft.d llcccmbcr, 1709, tbe new constitution was pro- 

!;;"i,»,iioncIiimcd; and the whole appointments were forthwith filled up, 
witliout wailing for the lists of the eligible, who were, according 
to Its theory, to he choscii by the people. Two consuls, eighty senators, a 
hundred tribune^, three hundred legislators, were forthwith nominated, and 
proceeded to the exercise of all the functions of government In the choice 
of persons to fill such a multitude of ofRccs, ample means existed to reward 
.« -» nml seduce the Republican parlj ; and the consuls made a 

*, ^ . .1 

■ •' * • ‘ ‘ ■ ■ rnm 

estate of Crosne, altcrwarus ciiangtd lui liu. iiiuic i ' • 

«;andene in tlic park, of Versailles, and the democratic ferv our of the author 
-cii n r.-\n>ntilcl— “ Y hat IS thcTicrs-Ctat?” sunk into (he interested apathy 


tamed m (hat of the police , tiiu iiiusiuuu« m » .uv.. . f 

the interior By tlic latter appointments Aapol^on hoped to calm the fears 
and satisfy the ambition of the Republican parly Siejes was very adverse to 
the continuance of Foucho in office; but hapoldon was resolute “ We liave 
arrived,” said ho, “at a new era; we must recollect in the past only the 
good, and forget tlie bad Age, tlie habits of business, and experience, 

- -nil, ^atl I 5fll 3fi2 ' . •' In tralli Ducos Rot only 
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have formed or modified inany characters.” High salaries Avere given to all 
the public functionaries, on condition only that they should live in a style of 
splendour suitable to their station : a wise measure, which both secured the 
attachment of that powerful hotly of men, and jtrecluded them from acquir- 
ing such an indc]mndcncc as might enable them to dispense with the 
employment of government (1). 

It^iTritTor ‘^''*^** exhaustion of the French pcojilc, occasioned by re- 

till' proplo vohuionary convulsions, that this constitution, destroying, as it 
rrovA’ct did, all the objects for which the i)Coj)lc had condiatcd for ten 
com'irtution. years, was gladly adopted by an immense majority of the electors. 
It was approved of by 5,011,007 citizens; while that of 1703 had only ob- 
tained 1,801,918 suffrages, and that in 1705, which established the Direc- 
tory, 1 ,057,500 (2). These numbers are highly instructive. They demonstrate, 
what so many other considerations conspire to indicate, that even the most 
vehement changes arc brought about by a factious and energetic minority, 
and that it is often more the supincncss than the numerical inferiority of the 
better class of citizens which subjects them to tlic tyranny of tlic lowest. 
In 1780, indeed, the great majority of all classes were carried away by the 
fever of innovation; hut these transports were of short duration; and from 
the time that the sombre days of the Revolution began, their numerical 
superiority was at an end. It was the terrors and disunion of the class of 
proprietors, which, by leaving no power in the state, hut the populace and 
their demagogues, delivered the nation over to the horrors of Jacobin 
slavery. 


arllfclinns Such was the termination of the changes of the French Rcvolu- 
ccs'ion^Df tion; and such the government ■which the people brought upon 
‘If, themselves by their sins and their extravagance. On the 25d June, 
TiiroMc. 1789, before one drop of blood had been shed or one estate confis- 
cated, Louis offered the Statcs-Gencral a constitution containing all the ele- 
ments of real freedom, Avith all the guarantees Avhich experience has proved 
to he necessary for its duration; the security of property, the liberty of the 
press, personal freedom, equality of taxation, provincial assemblies, the 
voting of taxes by the Statcs-Gencral, and the vesting of the legislative pOAver 
in the represen tath-es of the three estates in their sc])aratc chambers (5). The 
popular representatives, seduced by the phantom of democratic ambition, 
refused the offer, usurped for themselves the Avhole poAvers of sovereignty, 
and with relentless rigour pursued their victory, till they had destroyed the 
clergy, the nobles, and the throne. France AA-aded through an ocean of blood; 
calamities unheard of assailed every class, from the throne to the cottage; for 
ten long years the struggle continued, and at length it terminated in- the 
establishment, by universal consent, of a government Avhich SAvepl aAvay 
ci-ery remnant of freedom, and consigned the state to the tranquillity of 
military despotism (4). 


(1) Mipn. ii. ^63» 409. Jom. xii. 422. 423. Nap. 
i. 113. Goh. ii. 6, 8. 

(2) Migi). ii. 469. 

(3) See Yol. 1.203, 207. 

(4) So cvideiiily was tins result the punisimient 
of the crimes of the Revolution, tlial it appear* 
cd in that light even to some of the principal 
actors in that convulsion. In a letter vriticn 
liy Sieyes to Riouffc at that period, , lie s.Tid, 
“ It IS then for such a result that the French nation 


iins gone through its Revolution! Ihc amhilious 
villain 1 lie marches Micccss/ully through oil tl»e 
ways of fortune and crime— all is vanity, distrust, 
and terror. There is here neither c/evntion nor hoc- 
ralilv. Piou'cicnce wishes to punish us hf the Jlciotu^ 
tion'itself. Ourchhinsnieloohumilioting; on nil 

sides notl.ing is to he seen but powers prostrated ; 
)c«idcn oppjession, military despotism is alone 
iriuinpbont. if .-.iiy lldng could uiakc us retam 
some esteem for the nation, it is the > of per- 
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liinl of ihc«finlors ^sas 2*),000 francs, or 1. 1000 a^car; that of tlic Tribu- 
into, r», 000 francs, or L GjO jcirlj; that of the Lcglslatl^e Body, f0,000fr. 
or I. 100 n-jcir. The Scintc was composed of persons above forlj years of 
ngcj the 1 cgishli\c Bod j, above thirty. \ senator remained mtliatlngh sta- 
tion for life, and vvasincligililc to any other situation (I) 

Bcccinber, 1799, the new constitution was pro- 
jn^i.,m.o«claimc" • ‘ ■ ‘irthwith filled up, 

n.poiMn witlioi ■ ’ ■ ■ j ■ • • . • . ho were, according 

to Its Iheorj, to ■ . • .. eighty senators, a 

Jiiindrod tribunes, three hundred legislators, w ere forthwith nominated, and 
proceeded to the exercise of all the functions of government. In the choice 
of persons to fill such a multitude of oflices, ample means existed to reward 
the moderate, and seduce the Rcpiihhcan parlj , and the consuls made a 
judicious and circumspect use of the immense inllucncc put into their hands 
bicycs, di’iconlcntcd with the overthrow of his favourite ideas, retired from 
the gov ernment; rccen cd as a reward for his serv ices 600,000 francs and the 
estate of Crosne, afterwards changed for the more valuable domain of la Fai- 
«andcric m the parV oI^ersadles, and the democratic fervour of the author 
of the pamphlet—** A\ hat is the Ticrs-£lai?'* sunk into the interested apathy 
of the proprietor of fifty thousand pounds Roger Ducos also withdrew, per- 
, , .1 1 ^ — I « .• . • • V ’ • ' 


ment of hoots and spurs, and neither Slices nor Roger Ducos was fit for 
that (2) ” Talleyrand was made minister of foreign affairs, and Fouchc re- 
tained in that of the police, the illustrious I.a Place received the portfolio of 
the interior By the latter appointments Napoldon hoped to calm the fears 
and satisf) the ambition of the Republican parlj Sieyes was v ery adverse to 
the continuance of rouche in office, but Napoleon was resolute. “ We have 
arrived,” said he, “ at a new era; we must recollect m the past only the 
good, and forget the had Age, the habits of business, and experience, 

(0 Const Tit ,1 andjii j 261. 3R2 * •»«—’>' . . i.- 

(2] l3s Cal >1 3S3 
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inehooeuly wl at do you want’ MCyes, wiiU a 
r J cutous cninjcc replied ‘■IJo jou not thiiiV 
* 11 . ...» nnnl 3 mono— 


out the triKure •• hot approinated sayaAaiw 
Iron ‘ COO 000 fnms to hiiji'elf and faee only 



1799,] ' HISTORY OF EUROPE.' 345 

have formed or modified many characters.”' High salaries were given to all 
the public functionaries, on condition only that they should live in a style of 
splendour suitable to their station : a wise measure, which both secured the 
attachment of that powerful body of men, and precluded them from acquir- 
ing such an ■ independence as might enable them to dispense with the 
employment of government (i). 

Immense gucli wos tlic cxliaustion of the French people, occasioned by re- 
uiepeopio” Yolutionary convulsions, that this constitution, destroying, as it 
proved’of did, all the objects for which the people had combated for ten 
consmuiion. ycars, Avas gladly adopted by an immense majority of the electors. 
It was approved of by 5,011,007 citizens; while that of 1793 had only ob- 
tained 1,801,918 suffrages, and that in 1793, which established the Direc- 
tory, 1,057,590 (2). These numhers are highly instructive. They demonstrate, 
Avhat so many other considerations conspire to indicate, that even the most 
vehement changes are brought about by a factious and energetic minority, 
aiid that it is often more the supinencss than the numerical inferiority of the 
better class of citizens Avhich subjects them to the tyranny of the lowest. 
In 1789, indeed, the great majority of all classes were carried away by the 
fever of innovation ; but these transports Avere of short duration; and from 
the time that -the sombre days of the Revolution began, their numerical 
superiority AA'as at an end. It AA'as the terrors and disunion of the class of 
proprietors, Avhich, by leaAung no poAN'cr in the state, but the populace and 
their demagogues, delivered the nation over to the horrors of Jacobin 
slavery. . 


RcBcclions Such was the termination of the changes of the French Revolu- 
tion; and such the government Avhich the people brought upon 
teon°sui*a”r tbcmselA'cs by their sins and their extravagance. On the 25d June, 
Throne. 1789, bcforc one drop of blood had been shed or one estate confis- 
cated, Louis offered the States-General a constitution containing all the ele- 
ments of real freedom, Avith all the guarantees which experience has proved 
to be necessary for its duration ; the security of property, the liberty of the 
press, personal freedom, equality of taxation, provincial assemblies, the 
voting of taxes by the States-General, and the A'esting of the legislative poAA^er 
in the representath^es of the three estates in their separate chambers (5). The 
popular representatives, seduced by the phantom of democratic ambition, 
refused the offer, usurped for themseh'es the Avhole poAvers of soA'crcignly, 
and with relentless rigour pursued their Aictory, till they had destroyed the 
clergy, the nobles, and the throne. France AA'aded through an ocean of blood ; 
calamities unheard of assailed every class, from the throne to the cottage; for 
ten long years the struggle continued, and at length it terminated in- the 
establishment, by universal consent, of a government Avhich SAvept atvay 
ci-ery remnant of freedom, and consigned the state to the tranquillity of 
military despotism (4). 

• 91 ^68, 469. Join. xH. 422. 423. Nap. 1ms gone tlirougli ils Rcvolnlion! Tlie ambitious 

,V* 8. vilLiin ! He marches successfully tluougb all the 

"'’B“-n- 4e9. ways of fortune and crime— all is vanity, distrust, 

fU S '-i' terror. There is here neither elevation nor lihe- 
of the ” '"'•IS this result the pimishineet rallly. Pioiiclencc «ishas to jnmish us 6j- l/ic Ileiotii- 

cd in of the Revolution, that it appear- tionitself. Our th'ains are too humiliating ; on all 

actors i'n°th*t ^ princip.al sides nothing is to he seen hut powers prostrated; 

hv Sieves nrtiten leaden oppression, military despotism is alone 

"It is then r° '““'*0 at that period, he said, triumphant. If any thing could make us retain 
or such a result that the French nation some esteem for the nation, it is the luxury of per- 
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Ihc! ting been merely a Icmponry result, Ibc friends of freedom 
”‘*5**^ found some comolation In the renccuon, that the elc- 
5«t« Ton ultimate liberty \Ncrc laid, and that (be passing 

rTiw ' storm Jnd rcnovnlod, not destrojed, ibc face of societj but the 
lnu?'’,7 c'll "ent a great deal deeper In their democratic ftraour, the 
people iiad pulled dow n the htdwarl s, not only of order, but of liberty, and 
when 1 nnee emerged from the tempest, tlie classes w ere extinct whose com- 
bined and counicrncting innucnce arc nccessarj for Its existence 
“The principle of ihcJrcnch llcsoliilion,” sajs ^apol^on, “being the 
absolute cqinhtj of all classes, there Tcsulted from it a total want of aristo- 
cracy If a republic is difTicult to construct on any durable basis w itlioul an 
order of nobles, much more so is a monarchy To form a constitution in a 
country destitute of any species of aristocracy , is like attempting to nasigate 
in n single element The I rcnch nciohiljon has attempted a problem as in- 
soluble as the direction of hilloons(l) ” A monarchy,” says Lord Bacon, 
“ where there is no nobility at all, is caer a pure and absolute tyranny, as 
that of tlie Turks, for nobility attempers soscreignly, ond draws the eyes of 
the people somewhat aside from the line royal (i2) ” In those profound ob- 
servations is to be found the secret of the subsequent experienced impossibi- 
lity of constructing a durable free government m France, or presera mg any 
thing like a balance bciw cen the dilfercm classes of society The Revolution 
had left only the government, the army, and the people, no intermediate 
rank existed to counteract the mflucnco of the former, or give durability to 
the exertions of the latter Left to themselves, the people were no match in 
the long run for an cxcculiae wielding the aahole military force of the I ing- 
dom, and dl^poslng, in olTices and appointments, of above L <10,000,000 
Q-ycar In moments of excitement, the democratic spirit may become power- 
ful , and, by infecting tlie military, give a momentary triumph to the popu- 
lace, hut, with the ccssahon of the effervescence, the inlluence of govern- 
ment must return with redoubled force, and the people be again subjected 
to the joke of servitude Casual bursts ofdcmocratic passion cannot mamtam 
a long contest in a corrupted age wilh the steady efforts of a regular govern- 
ment, and if they could, they would lca»l only to the transference of des- 
potic power from one set of rulers to another It is hard to say whether 
liberty has most to dread, m such circumstances, from its friends or its ene- 
mies 

J&uraliJfi freedom w Je i’e5eetfredepJj' by tbe steady, pej-spyerieg efforts of 
an aristocracy, supported, when necessary, by the enthusiasm of the people, 
and hmdred from running into excess by the vigour of the executive In all 
ages of the world, and under all forms of government, it is m the equipoise 
of these powers that freedom has been formed, and‘*‘rom the destruction of 
one of them that the commencement of servitude is to be dated The French 
flevolulion, by totallj destroying the whole class of the aristocracy, and pre- 
V enting, by the abolition of primogemture, us reconstruction, has rendered 
this balance impo''Sjb!e, and, instead of the elements of European freedom, 
left m society only ibc instruments and the victims of Asiatic despotism It is 
as impossible to construct a durable free government with such materials, as 
It would be to form glass or gunpowdw with two only of the three elements 
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.of which they are composed ; and the result has completely established the 
truth of these principles. The despotism of Napoleon was, till his fall, the 
most rigorous of any in Europe : and, although France enjoyed fifteen years 
of liberty under the Restoration, when the swords of Alexander and Welling- 
ton had righted the balance, and the recollection of subjugation, had tamed 
for a time the aspirations of democracy ; yet, with the rise of a new genera- 
tion and the oblivion of former disaster, the scales were anew subverted, the 
constitutional monarchy was overturned, and from, amidst the smoke of the 
Barricades, the awful figure ofmilitary power again emerged. 

Disastrous Gi'ievous as has been the injury, however, to the cause of freedom 
uJcii'sion'oc whicli the ruin of the French aristocracy has occasioned, it is not so 
France. great or so irreparable as has resulted from the destruction of the 
Church, and consequent irreligion of the most energetic part of the popula- 
tion. This evil has spread to an unparalleled extent, and produced mischiefs 
of incalculable magnitude. If it be true, as the greatest of their philosophers 
has declared, that it Avas neither their numbers, nor their talent, nor their 
military spirit Avhich gave the Romans the empire of the Avorld, but the reli- 
gious feeling which animated their people (i), it may be conceived what 
consequences must have resulted from the extinction of public worship over 
a whole country, and the education of a generation ignorant of the very ele- 
ments of religious belief. It is the painful duty of the moralist, to trace the 
consequences of so shocking an act of national impiety, in the progressive 
dissolution of manners, the growth of selfishness, and the unrestrained career 
of passion, by which so large a portion of the French people have since been 
distinguished; but its effects upon public freedom, are, in a political point 
of view, equally imporlapt. Liberty is essentially based on the generous feel- 
ings of our nature ; it requires often the sacrifice of private gratification for 
the public good ; it can never subsist for any length of time without that 
heroic self-denial, which can only be founded on the promises and the" 
belief of religion. We must not confound with this generous and elevated 
spirit the desire for licentiousness, Avhich chafes against every control, 
Avhether human or divine; the one is the burst of vegetation in its infancy, 
and gives promise of the glories of summer and the riches of harvest ; the 
other, the fermentation which precedes corruption. By destroying the 
Church, and educating a whole generation without any religious principles, 
France has given a blow to her freedom and her prosperity, from which she 
can never recover. The fervour ofdemocracy,theextension of knowledge, Avill 
giA'c but a transient support to liberty Avhen deprived of that perennial sup- 
ply which is derived from the sense of duty wdiich religion inspires. “ As 
Atheism,” says Lord Bacon, “ is in all respects hateful, so in this, that it de- 
in'iveth human nature of the, means of exalting itself above human frailty; 
and as it is in particular persons, so it is in nations,” Passion will find as many 
objects of gratification under a despotism as a republic ; seduction is as easy 
from private as public desires; pleasure is as alluringinthe palace of opulence 
as in the forum of democracy. The transition is in general slow from patriotic 
principle or public spirit to private gratification, because they spring from the 
opposite motives to human conduct; but it is rapid, from rebellion against 
the restraints of virtue, to thraldom under the chains of vice, for the former 

(l) Xec imracro Hispanos, nac roborc Gpllos, nec gionc, atqucliac una snpientia, quod Deorum im- 
calliclitate Pocnos, nec arlibus Orcccos, ncc denique inorlalium nximinc osnpiR I’pe* ernanque^ per- 
lioc ipso hiijus i^cnlis clterrrc domestico iinlivoquc speximus, oraiics gentes, Kialionesqnc supeiaMinus. 
sonsu, Unlos' ipsos ct I.nlinos ; sod pietate ac rcli- — Ciccro, 
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prorccditiR? arc clnrartcrlscd by moderation, and ihc) are scrupulously 
nUcutn e to justice and liuin.imtj in all tlicir actions : then the people may 
safclj follow in Ihcir steps, and anticipate blessings to ihcmsehes and ilieir 
children from the measures they promote, but if the res erse of all this is the 
case; if the leaders a\lio seek to rouse tlicir passions are ^lortliless or suspi- 
cious m private life, if they arc tjrannical landlords, faithless husbands, 
negligent fathers; if thc\ are sceptical or indifrcront m religion, reckless or 
itnproiidciU m conduct, ruined or tottering m foriiincj jf ihcj arc selfish m 
their enjojments, and callous and imhlTcrciit to the poor, if ihcir liberty is 
a cloak for hcenlioiisncss, and their patriotism an excuse for ambition, if 
tlicir actions arc hnsli and inconsiderate, and ihoir measures calculated to 
do injustice or create suITcring to induiduals, on the plea of state necessity : 
then ‘ ' - • - ’ perdition; 

*1*“^ ■ • ! . : . * on such a 

basis • ■ ' ■ • . • ■ ^ . . 5icj,5^ ilie 

day of reckoning mil come, and an as^-ful retribution aisaits tlicm or their 
children. 

‘rjU'iir result of the irreligious efforts of the Trench people is 

illuslraluc of the moral gosernment to which human 
atfairs arc subject, and of the sanity of all attempts to check that 
spread of religion which has been decreed by Almighty posscr. 

philosophers beheld the nniscrsal diffusion of 
wofM ihc spirit of scepticism which they had produced; wlien a nation 
svas seen abjuring eiorj species of devoiion, and a generation rising m the 
Jicari of Europe ignorant of the scry elements of religious belief, the triumph 
of infidelity appeared complete, and the faithful trembled and mourned in 
silence at the melancholy prospects winch were opening upon the world. 
\cl in tins serj spirit were preparing, by an unseen Iianil, the means of the 
ultimate triumph of cisiluctl over barhanc belief, and of a greater spread of 
the Christian faith than Ind taken place since it was cmbi;aced by the tribes 
who overthresv the lloman empire In the dcadlj strife of European ambi- 
tion, the arms of clsihsalion acquired an irresistible preponderance, ssitli its 
last consulsions the strength of Russia ssas immeasurably augmented, and ' 
tbit mighty power, which had been organized bj the ^mus of Teter and ’ 
matured bs the ambition of Catharine, reccisod its final des elopement from 
the invasion of Napoleon The Crescent, long triumphant oscr the Cross, 
has now ) icldcd to its ascendant, the barrier of the Caucasus and the Balkban 
base been burst by its champions; Ihc ancient war-crj of Constantinople, 
“Victor} to the Cross’” has, after an interval of four centuries, been beard 
on the Agean Sea, and that lasting triumph, winch all the enthusiasm of the 
Crusaders could not cITccl, has arisen from the energy mfu'cd into what was 
then an unknown tribe, by the infidel arms of their descendants In such 
niancllous and unforeseen consequences, the historian finds ample grounds 
for consolation at the temporary triumph of wickedness , from the corruption * 
of decaying, he turns to the energy of infant cnihsation, while he laments 
the decline of the principles of prosperity m their present seals, he antici- 
pates tbeir resurrection m those where they were first cradled, and traces 
through all the vicissitudes of nations, the incessant operation of those gene- 
ral laws which provide, eien amidst the decline of present greatness, for the 
final improvement and elevation of the species 
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Itiiffcuire tdlort hclrtfen Sawanow tod Moffdu Ofir AlPx.'nJrw-MorPaa al 
})cirra)i >0 H»e cfrst of Hi" Af»rnIoim and Tunn-Suwarrow surprises Turiu-and the 


RojaJrtl Parlj Uietc— \\«sUl.wti tfce CaptluUuen bj iba NcapoliVan CouIV~^«lson 
concurs In these Iniquitous proccediD(;s»Dcplorable Fate o( Prince Carraccioli on board 
^c^aon 8 own thlp—Ueflccuons on these Unpardonable Atrocities— And on the Inferences 
lobcdraan from the preceding Campaign 

The cannon of Nelson, vrhich tlcsiroycd tlic French fleet at 
rc-ccltoed from one end of Europe lo the other, and e> ery 
ihiViu** vlicrc roivcd the spirit of resistance to ihcir ambition That great 
event not only destroyed the charm of Uepublican inMncibihty, but relieved 
tho Allies of the dread arising from the mtlitar) talents of Napolfon and Ins 
terrible Italian arm), whom u seemed to sever for ever from the soil of Eu- 
rope The subjugation of SvMtzerland and the conquest of Italy vvere no 
longer looked upon ■njth mere secret apprehension, they were the subject of 
loud and impassioned complamt over all Europe, and the allied sovereigns, 
upon tins auspicious ev ent, no longer hesitated lo engage in open prepara- 
tions for the resumption of hostililics (1) 

Pr^f* Austria felt that the moroenfwas approaching when she roightre- 

A»»tri» gain her lost provinces, restore her fallen influence, and oppose a 
barrier to the revolutionary lorrcnlwhich was overwhelming Ital) She had 
accordingly been indefatigable in ber exertions to recruit and remodel her 
armies since the treaty of Lcoben^ and they were now, both inpomt of*dis- 
ciplme, numbers, and equipment, on the most formidable fooling She had 
two hundred and fort) thousand men, supported by an immense artillery, 
ready to take the field, all admirably equipped and in the finest order, and 
to these were lo be added sixty thousand Kussians, who were advancing 
under the renowned Suwarrow, flushed wriUi the storming of Ismael and 
■Warsaw, and anxious to measure their strength with the conquerors of sou- 

AnaBo^a them Europe The Emperor of Russia, though he had been some- 
what tardy m following out the designs of !us illustrious predecessor, had 
at length engaged'warmly in the common cause ; the outrage committed on 
the Order of Malta, -^lucli had diosen him for their protector, filled him 
with indignation, and lie seemed desirous not only to send his armies to 
the support of the Germanic states, but to guarantee the integrity of their 
Confederation Turkey had forgotten its ancient enmity to Russia, m ammo- 
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,<ily ncnin-it rr.nnro <or tlir unjito\oUtsJ nttnoli upon l‘ttvpi. nml it^; flopts nnd 
nrnn('*i ihrcnloncd tn oucU^m' tho cxnujvnnnv uC iho 1'\r,iiiniis in tlir l/nn^dom 
he hntl -wen. TinK. while ti-.e iiinhih’nn nf the liireetory in Swityerlaiul .md 
Italy rented a^ainM Uirin the hoUjIity of the reutre of Hnrope, their itiipoli- 
lir and peritmiv expedition to the ‘•hoH'< of Afiira in rayed !iu’ain''t rraiice the. 
fury of Mn'-'^tiltnan real ami the weight of ltm.-ian power [1). 
r, (p, (Pf. 5 jr,i, licennher, ITt^. treaty of allianre. ofiVudve and 
"'tviMm lmled heiween tireal I'.ritain and Un‘.^i,^. for the 
i- l ■ pnrptwe of putiiiie a ^top to the furllier enrioaelnnt'nt-. of Tram o. 

1 hv ihi'- treaty. Ho'.'-in enuM;;ed to finni‘'h arr auxili.iiy foree of 
forty-!i\e tlouiMnd men, to ,irt in eimjnnetion wrth the ririti>>)t foree'. in the 
north of tlennany ; and r.ttKiand, he-ide-an im»iu-<liate ad\anee of 
w.'.s to pay .a nmnlldj >.tdi'iity of I..7r*,tiu(t. Ho* Kinperor Paul iinmedialelv 
rnterrd. withal! the vehrinenee of hi-ehaiaeter. itito the pto'eeution of the 
w.ar; he c.ave an a'-jhiin to houis Will in theeapil.d of (amt land; heha\ed 
with mnnsheeme to the I reneli enn;;rant'. who smiyhl refnue in In', tlonii- 
nioU'^; ;K'!'!‘ptod the ofiieeof (irand .^ta'ter*tf tlo* Kni'rcht*. of St. -John of Malta, 
,nnd excited hy e\rry mean', in his power the spitii of resistanei* to tin* ad- 
Y.anres of reprddicair andotion. Ail his ellorts. however, failed in itiduein;; 
the Prus'ii.an rahinet to swerve from the eantioiis policy it had adopted ever 
fince the retreat of the Ihil.e of liriniswiek. and the neutrality it had edwerved 
?ince the treaty of RTile f2'. 'I hat powi'r stood hv in apjiarent imlinerenee, 
nml saw n ih-speratc strife hetween the hostile powers, in which her own in- 
(lopcndenre wac at .st-iKe. when her army, now ‘.i-id.tHti) sironj:, miuht have 
intcrfere<l with decisive efli'ct in the strur^’le ; and slic was rewarded for Intr 
forhearanee hy the battle of Jena. 

(Ireat llritaiti m.rde ron«.iderah!e exertions to improve the liril- 
li.ant proipeet*. thu'J nnexpeetedly opened to Iot \iew. Parliament met on 
tilt* 2dih S'nxrmher, nsS, and shot ll\ after t'lilered on the ardiiotis duty of 
iinance. To meet the inrrea‘eil «'.xpens...; wlneh the treaty with lln«sia, .and 
the viporons prosecution of the war in other eonnlrii s, were liKely to orea- 
sion, Mr. Pitt proptwed a new tax, htlherl<> mdviiowir in (Ireat Pritain, that 
ir on property. No income under I..r.n a-year was to pay any rliity 
at all; thoMitnider l..fn:; only a fortieth part, nnrl ;d)o\e h.*2(H) n ttnitli. The 
total inenine of the nation was e>limaled at ineluditig 

I,.£0,0fHi.(infl ns the rent of lands; and the (-'timatetl produce of the lax on 
this pradnated scale was This tax proeeeiled on the principle of 

rnisinp as Inrpc a portion ns possihle. of the sniiplies of the year hy taxation 
within its limits, and compcllinp all fier.sons to eonirihuto, aeeordinp to their 
alnlity, to lire cxigcnrie.s of the .stale; an admirahle principle, if it could have 
been fully carried into cll'ect, and which, if jiracticMihle and uniformly acted 
upon, wonld have prevented all the linancinl embarrassments conseqnenl on 
the xvar. Put thi.s xvas very far indeed from lieitip the case. The. expenses in- 
curred so far cxceerled the income, even in that very year, that a sujijrlc- 
nicntary Inidgcl was brought forward on June (Jlh, 171)9, which very inucli 
augmented the annual charges (.7). 

The principle of making the supidies of the yc.ar a.s nearly as possible 
keep jracc xvilh its expenditure, is the true system of jiublic as well as 


(l) -Crt-ti. CIi. i. <0, 4l,47. Join. si. OG. Tli, s. 
HG. Ant). IXt-R. 1700 , 'J 3 S, 

(0) ll.ird. vii.C,7. Ann. Hcg. 1700,70,78. Jom. 
xi. 0, 10. 

(3) Ann. llcg. 1700, 170, 101. I’arl. llisi, axxi, 
171. 
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pn>«ife finance; >Nhicli lias suffered, in cury countrj , from no- 
niiich as the conscniciit Init ruinous plan of borroMtis 


landed proprietor, ^^ll0sccstalc is worth thirtj ;jcars* purchase of the rental 
at which he is rated; the fundholder, whose stoch is worth twenty or 
lnei)l)“fiic of the same annual payment; the merchant, whose profits one 
>oirinay be swallowed up hj losses the next season; the professional man, 
whose prc«ent income is not worth fi\c gears’ purchase; the ^oung annui- 
tant who«c clnncc of life is as twenty, and the aged spinster, m whom it is 
not (wo, are all rated at the same annual sum. The tax, in consequence, falls 
with cxcessiNC and undue scicnly upon one class, and with unreasonable 
lrhlnc«s upon others, it extinguishes the infant accumulations of capital, 
and puls an end to the sa\ mgs of laborious industry ; while it is compara- 
tively unfcllhy the great capitalist and theopiilenl landed proprietor Unlike 
the indirect taxes, which arc paid without being felt, or forgotten in the 
cnjovmcnts of the objects on which they arc laid, it brings the bitterness 
of taxation, in undi«guised nakedness, to every individual, and produces^ 
in consequence, a degree of discontent and exasperation which nothing but 
the excitement of continual warfare, or a sense of uncontrollable necessity, 


high degree of discipline and eflicicncy, proved, through the whole re- 
mainder of the w ar, the best nursery for the troops of the line, and w as in- 
ferior only m the quality and composition of its officers to the regular 

The forces with which France was to resist this tormidable con- 
fl woMmt jgjjgyjjgy j,y means commensurate either to the ambition 
wnraeSt of thc Dircctorj , OT tlic vast extent of territory that they had to de- 
fend Jlolh externally and mlcmally the utmost discontent and dissatisfac- 
tion existed The Uepubhean armies, which m the outset divided so many 
states by the delusive promises of liberty and equality, had excited universal 
haired by the exactions which they had made, and the stern tyranny to 
which they had every where subjected their new allies Their most devoted 
adherents no longer attempted to palliate their conduct , from the frontier of 
the Jura to the extremity of Calabria, one universal cry had arisen against the 
selfish cupidity of the Directory, and the insatiable rapacity of its civil and 
military officers The Swiss democrats, who had called in the French to 
volulioniz< • ' ’ 

seventy w ■ ■ ■ , 

customed, ' ' ' . ■ i 

cobiMsm rei’giicd in ils legisInUvc assemblies, llie aallionties imiKiSLn >■■■ 
them by tbcl rcnch baj onetsucrc m the highest degree unpopular! nliilc m 

(.)r'..lll..«r, J 31 .S 11 J.m„amina. AppVIm tafctim.H! 'PP ‘-y™ 
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Hollnnd, Iho whole ro^jiCiMnhlo oln's^ of riiiron'; foil tho ulmn':l <lis‘;n(i';faolion 
nt tho violonl ohaiKO'; inn<li\ hnlh in ihoir frenonnnont nnd roinosonIntiNO 
hnilv. hy ihoir imporion< nllioN. I'rom tho nlliliatod rojnihlio'^, tlu’iororo, no 
cflioicnt support ootild hoo\pootod; whilo tho I'tonoh povornmont, iiovortho- 
lo 5 c, wn*: charpod with tho hiirdon nf ihoir dofonro. Kroin llu; Toxol to Ca- 
Inl^ria. thoir forro-^ wore oxpnndod ovor .an iininon^o snrfaoo, in proat, hut 
still inniHioiont ntnnhors; whilo the roront ooonpalion of Swil/.orland had 
oponod Jip n now iheatro of warfare liithorto nnlrnd hy tho llopiddican ?ol- 
<h‘or>{I]. 

Unrinu the two yoar< whioh had olapsed sinro tho lorininntinn nf 
riAT.'f luwlililio^. tho military force of I'r.moo had signally doolinod. Siok- 
(P'^prlion had pro.atly diminished tho r.nd.s of the .army; 
twelve thniisnnd di'oharpos had hoon pr.antod to tho voldior-;, hut more than 
Ion times that nnmhor had dosortod from thoir roloiirs. and lived without 
disirniso at thoir homos, in snrh nnmhors nsrondorod it tioilhor [>rudont nor 
jiraolioahlo to attempt the onforoimr thoir return. l‘ivo-nnd-lhirty thousand 
of tho Itost troops wore e\iIod nmlor .Napoleon on a distant shore, and thotiph 
the ndilitinn of two hundred thousand ronsoripis had hoon ordered, tho Ic\y 
proceeded hut slowly, and some months must yet elapse hoforo they enuld 
lie in a oondition to take tho field. The result of the wlutlo was, that for tho 
nrlual shock of war, from tho Adipo to the Maine, the Diroelory oould only 
count on one hundred and seventy thousaml men; the remainder of thoir 
great forces wore Imriod in the Italian peninsula, nr too far removed from 
the theatre of hostilities, to ho aide to take an aeiivo part in tho approaohing 
conie.st. The administration of tho armies was on the most enrruptod footing; 
tho ofliccrs had hocome rapaeious and insolent in the command of the con- 
quered countries; and the civil agents either lived at free (piartors on tho, 
inhahilanis. or plundered wilhtmt control the ptddic money and store.s which 
passed thronph their hands, llovolutinnary enorpy had oNhausled itself; 
regular and steady povornmont was unknown, and the evils of a disordered 
rule and an abandoned administration were hepinninp to reroil on tho-o. who 
liad produced them (2). 

dis|iosiiion of the Ilcptddican armies was as follows: Of one 
thousand men, who were stationed in Italy, 
thirty thousand iindor Macdonald, were lost in the Neapolitan do- 
minions, and the rtunaindcr so dispersed over tho extensive provinces of 
Lomh.-irdy, Tuscany, and the Roman states, that only fifty thonsand could bo 
collected to bear the weight of the contest on the Adige, rorly-lwo thou- 
sand, under Gcncnd Jourdan, were destined to carry the war from the Upper 
Rhine, ncro.ss the Rlack Forest, into the valley of the Ramd)e. .Alassena, al 
the hc.ad of forty-five thousand, was stationed in .Switzerland, and intended 
to dislodge the Imperialists from the Tyrol and the upper valley of the .Adige. 
Thirty thousand, under Rernadottc, were designed to form a corps of observa- 
tion on the Lower Rhine from Dusscldorf to Manhcim; while Rrune at the 
head of fifteen thousand French, and twenty thousand Butch troops, was 
intrusted with the defence of the Batavian republic. The design of the Direc- . 
tory was to turn the position of the Imperialists on the Adige by getting pos- 
session of the mountains which enclo.sed the upper part of the stream, and 
then drive the enemy before them, Avilh the united armies of Switzerland 
and Italy, across the mountains of Cnrinthia, ayIuIc that of the Upper Rhine, 

(1) Jom. xi. SB, 89. Tli. ii. IGI, 173, Hi, 207, 

208. Bol, iii. 91, 97. 


(2) Th.x. 182.A:0B,209. .Tom. xi, 89, 91. niim. 
i. 33. Arcii. Cli, C.itnp.Tgiir ilc 1799, i. 48, 51. 
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t!ic cotir«(' of llie Ihmibe,*was lo unite itli them under the walls 
of ^Jonnl fl). 

‘im'iJ."' forces of the Austriam were both superior in point of 

I number, better equipped, and stationed in more advantageous 
•Situations Tlicir armies were collected behind (he Lech, in the 
Tjrol, and on i!ic Adige. The first, under the command of the Archduke 
Charles, consisted of lifij-four thousand infantry and incntj-four thousand 
ca>atr> j in the Orisons and Tyrol, forly-fonr thousand infantry and tv.o 

■ I ■ ■ ' ' ' ■ * * ’ , ’ ’ - ‘ p *' — 

dred Horse, uiiui.i lny cunniiaiiu <i» nuiCv, uvv.i^.i,u luo a 

thcarmy ■ ** ■ 

sand cave • ■ . ■ • 

Maine, or , • ■ ' •« * • • : • ‘ I 

Rhine Thus two hundred andforty-six thousand men were concentrated 
heiween the Maine and the To, and their centre rested on the mountains of 
Tjrol; a vast fortress, winch had often afforded a sure refuge m case of 
disaster to the Imperial troops, and whose inhabitants were warmly attached 
to the House of Austria. Above fifty thousand Russians were expected (S) ; 
but they could not arm c m lime lo enter into operations either on the Da- 
nuho or (he Adige at the commencement of the campaign. 

These dispositions on both sides were made on the principle that the pos- 
session of the mountains ensures that of the plains, and that the key to the 
Austrian monarchy was to be found in the TjtoI Alps; a great error, and 
which has been since abundantly refuted by the campaigns of ^apoUoTl, and 
the reasoning of the Archduke Charles (S) The true avenue to Vienna is the 
Talley of the Danube , it is there (hat a serious blow struck fs at onco decisiTc, 
and that the gates of the monarchy are laid open by a single great defeat on 
Jhe frontier. It was not in the valley of the Inn, nor m the mountains of the 
Cr/sons, but on the heights of Ulm and the plains of Bavana, that Napoleon 
prostrated the strength of Austria in 1803 and 1809; and of all the numerous 
defeats which that power had experienced, none was felt to be irrelrievabie 
but that of llobenlmden, on the banks of the Iser, in 1800 There is no analogy 
between the descent of streams from the higher to the lower grounds, and 
the invasion of civilized armies from mountains to the adjacent plains A 
ridge of glaciers is an admirable fountain for the perennial supply of rivers, 
but the ’ ” ‘ ’*--r 

natnou«»t ■ ■ ^ 

Md'ujiy M Nothing was so advantageous to them as the neuirahty ot mat 
rcpublic, bccausc It covered the only defenceless frontier of the 
State, and gw e them the advantage of carrying on the campaigns 
in Germany and Italy, for which the fortresses on the Rhine andm Piedmont 
1 _ _.i . _ 4- I o,„,» lurried by a reverse 

. ■ , ■ 'he contest was 

, ■ ■ • vdige washable 

to be turned by a single reverse on the Aar or me &i -uuuiuiJ The surface 
over whicli military operations were carried, was by this conquest immensely 
extended, w ilhoul any proportionate addition either to the means of offensive 
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or defensive ■wni'fnrc. Tlic Tyrol ^vns a Rrcal central fortress, in which the 
Imperialists had often found shelter in moments of disaster, Inil no such 
advantage could ho hoped for hy the Hepuhlicans from their possession of 
the liostilc or discontented cantons of Switzerland ; while no avenue to the 
heart of Austria was so didicull as that which lay through the midst of the 
Iwavc and indomitnhlc inhabitants of that almost inacccssihlc province (1). 

Kor had the invasion of the Homan and Neajmlitan states, and the banish- 
ment of Napoleon to the sands of Kgypt, contributed less to weaken the 
formidable jinwers with which two years before he had shattered the Austrian 
monarchy. Now Avas seen the sagacity Avilh Avhirh he had chosen the line of 
the Adige for tenacious defence, and tlm Avisdom of the declaration, that if ho 
had listened to the siiggostions of the directory, and advanced to Home, he 
would have endangered the Hepuhlio. Thougit the forces in the Peninsula 
were above one hundred and ton thon<5and, and Averc soon increased hy the 
arrival of conscripts to one hundred .and thirty thousand men, the Hc- 
puhiicans Avere never able to meet the Imperialists in equal force on the 
Adige; and Italy Avas lost, and tlie retreat of tlie army from Naples all hut cut 
oT, Avhile yet an overwhelming force, if it could only have been assembled 
at the decisive point, existed in the Peninsula (2). 

Ti.r r.rnrii Notwil hst.audiug the delicicnt state of their militarv preparations, 

r<Ainnirnfr ^ ^ t . t * i i 

1 nstiutir^, ond the urgent representations of all their generals that the actual 
force under their comm.and Av.as greatly inferior to the amount 
which the Directory had led them to expect, the rrcuch government, led 
aAvay by ill-founded audacity, resolved to commence hostilities. The Austri<an 
cabinet luaving returned no ansAver to the peremptory nolo, in.Avhich the 
Directory required the sending back of the Hussiau troops, Jourdan received 
orders to cross the Hhinc, Avhich AV.as immediately done at Kehl and Iluningon, 
and the Hcpuhlicans advanced in four columns loAvards the Black Forest. A 
fcAV d.ays after, Bcrnadotlc, Avith ten thousand men, took possession of 
Manheim, and advanced against Philipsburg, Avhich refused to capitulate, 
notwilhsl.anding an angry summons from the Republican general. Upon re- 
ceiving this intelligence, the Archduke passed the Lech, .and adA’anced in 
three columns towards Bibcrach, ^YaIdscc, and Havensberg, at the bead of 
thirty-seven thousand infantry and fifteen thousand cavalry; Avhilc .Starry, 
with thirteen thousand men, Avas moved upon Ncumarckt, and six thousand 
men AA’ere IhroAA-n into the fortifications of Ulm (5). 
op'">jons AYbile the hostile armies AAcre thus approaching each other, in the 
ton.! space betAveen the Rbinc and the Danube, the contest had com- 
menced, on the most extended scale, in the mountains of the Orisons. Dur- 
Mnrrii 5 nmi c. ing llio iiiglit of tlio Btli JhirOli, M.issena marched upon Sargantz, 
and having summoned the Austrian general, Aulfenbcrg, to evacuate the dis- 
trict, his troops adA'<anced at all points to cross the Rliine. The left Aving, 
under Oudixot, afterwards, Duke of Reggio, “ a general,” said Napoleon, 
“ tried in a hundred battles,” aa'.as destined to make a false attack on the post 
of Feldkirch, so as to binder llotze, aa'Iio commanded at that important point, 
from sending any succour to the centre atCoire, and the right at Rcichenau ; the 
right wing, under Dumont, Avas destined to cross at that place, and turn the posi- 
tion of Coire by the upper part of the stream, ayIuIc Jlassena himself, in the. 
centre, was to force the passage opposite to' Luciensteg, and carry the in- 
trenchmcnls of that fort. Subordinate to these principal attacks, Loison, with 


(3) .Tom. xi. yS, 90. 
i. l^iO. 
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fl l)ri?adc, vvasiljrecled lo descend from tlic\ alley of Urscren upon Bisentjs, 
nnd «up;>ort die adackof Dumonl; uliiJe Iccourbe, uho Jay a( BeJJinzona, 
recciA cd orders to penetrate by Tusis, oscr the snoTV 7 summit of the Bern- 
Inrdm and do^^'n the stupendous deWe of the Via-mala, into the Engadine, 
and open up a communication sviththe Italian army on the Adige (I) 

These allackss>crc almostall successful The Rhine, yet charged 
'utlh melting 8nons,T\as crossed under a murderous fire, after an 
MrtwfBt ohslinate resistance, the fori of Lucicnsleg was carried by the in- 
trepidity of the French chasseurs, who sealed an almost inaccessible height 
which commanded it, and eight hundred men, with five pieces of cannon, 
were made prisoners Mcanw bile Bnmonl, baring forced the pass of Kunkel, 
and made Iiiraself master of tlie central point andamportant bridge of Rci- 
chenau, situated at the junction of the two branches of the Rhine, not only 
succeeded in maintaining himself there, but made prisoners an \ustnan 
detachment which had resisted Loison al Disonlis The result of this move- 
mentwas, that Auflbnbcrg, who fell back slowly, contesting every inch of 
ground, towards Coire, found lus retreat cut o(T up the Rhine and, being 
surrounded there by superior forces, he had no altcrnalhehut to laydown 
Ills arms, with two thousand men and ten pieces of cannon, while a battalion 
he had stationed at Embs underwent the same fate (2) 
surrii j ■\Miile these succcs<es were gained on the centre and right, Oudi- 
not advanced against Fcldkirch Ilotzc msiantlj collected his troops, and 
Th« Aa« advanced to meet him, m order to preserve bis communication 
iriwBbiii AutTenberg, but, after maintaining his ground for a whole 
length drnen back to iJic inlrenchment of Feld- 
Tiroi kirch,with the loss of a thousand men and several pieces of cannon. 

At the same time, Lccourbc, having broken up from BcIIinzona, crossed the 
Bcrnhapdjn,yct encumbered w iih snow , and arrived alTusisby the terrible de- 
file of the ^ la mala, w here he divided his forces into iw o columns, one of 
which moved over the Julian Alps, towards the sources of the Inn, while the 
other, under Lecourbe in person, began to ascend the wild and rockj valley 
of the Albula The intention of the Republicans was to have supported this 
irruption by DessOles, who received orders lo dcbouche from the Yalleline 
into the valley of thp Upper Adige, but the march of the latter column across 
the mountains having been retarded by unavoidable accidents, General Bello- 
garde, who commanded the Austrian forces m that quarter, made prepara- 
tions, by occupying all the passes in the neighbourhood, to envelope the in- 
vaders (Sjl 

u Sfartmsbruck in consequence was assailed by Lecourbe without 
success, but although Laudon, m his turn, made an attack with his own 
troops, combined with its garrison, in all fourteen thousand men, upon the 
French forces, he w os unable to gam any decisn e advantage , and the Repu- 
blicans, awaiting their reinforcements, suspended their operations for ten 
uireh u days At length Dcssolcs having come up, and other reinforce- 
ments arrived, I ccourbe commenced a general attack on Laudon's forces, 
leading his division against Martinsbruck, while Dessoles and Loisonwcrc 
directed to cross the mountains mto theBfunsterthal and cut off their retreat 
To arrive al that valley it was necessary for the division of the former to 
cross the highest rulgcs in Europe, amidst icc and snow, which might have 
deterred the most intrepid chasseurs \\itU undaunted courage Iiis soldiers 
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ascended the glaciers of the 'NVurmser Joch, which separates the sources of 
the Adda from one of those of the Adige. After having turned the fortifica- 
tions on the sumn\il, which the Imperialists occupied in perfect security, he 
descended by the wild and rocky bed of the torrent of Rambach, amidst fright- 
ful precipices, where a handful of men might have arrested an army, sur- 
Marcii s5. '' prised the post of Taufers, w'hich Laudon had fortified with care, 
and totally routed its garrison, after a desperate resistance, with the loss of 
four thousand prisoners and all its artillery. The situation of the Austrian 
general was now altogether desperate; for while Dessoles was achieving this 
decisive success, Loison had seized upon Nauders, and Lecourbe forced the 
post and passage of Martinsbruck, so that all the avenues by which his retreat 
could be effected were cut off, and he had no resource but to throw himself, 
with three hundred men, info the glaciers of Gebatch, from whence, after 
undergoing incredible hardships, he at length reached the valley of Venosta, 
and joined General Bellegarde, who was marching to his relief. After this 
glorious victory, achieved with forces hardly half the number of the van- 
quished, and which cannot be appreciated but by those who have traversed 
the rugged and inhospitable ridges among which it was effected, Dessoles ad- 
vanced to Glurns (1) ; and the French found themselves masters of the upper 
extremity of the two great valleys of the Tyrol, the Inn and the Adige; but 
here their advance was arrested by General Bellegarde, who had collected 
nearly forty thousand men to oppose their progress, and the intelligence of 
events in other quarters, which restored victory to the Imperial standards. 
But Nos- The intelligence of the first success in the Grisons reached Jourdau 

fraid in*” on the 11th, and induced him to move forward. On the 12tb, he 
JttS on passed the Danube, and advanced in four marches to Pfullendorf 
Foidvirdi. Mengen, between that river and the lake of Constance. Judg- 
ing, however, that he was not in sufficient strength to attempt any thing until 
the post of Feldkirch was carried, he urged Massena to renew" his attacks in 
Marcii II, ij, that quarter. That important town, situated on a rocky eminence 
and 14 . in-the middle of the valley, and supported by intrenchments ex- 
tending from the river 111, which bathed its feet, to inaccessible cliffs on either 
side, was repeatedly attacked by Oudinot, at the head of the French grena- 
diers, with the utmost impetuosity; but all his. efforts recoiled before the 
steady courage of the Imperialists. Massena, conceiving this post to be of the 
utmost importance, from its commanding the principal passage from the 
Vorarlberg into the Tyrol, united the whole division of Menard to the troops 
of Oudinot, and advanced in person to the attack. But the great strength of 
March 23. the works, and the invincible tenacity of the Austrians, defeated 
all his efforts. In vain the French' sought to establish themselves on the right 
of the position ; the Tyrolese sharpshooters ascended the adjacent eminences, 
and assailed the Republicans with such a close and destructive fire, as ren- 
dered it impossible for them to maintain their ground (2) ; and Massena, after 
beholding the flower of his army perish at the foot of the intrenchments, was 
obliged to draw off his forces, with the loss, of three thousand men, to Lu- 
ciensteg and Coire, while Oudinot recrossed the Rhine, and established him- 
self at Reineck. 

Jourdan, to compensate the inferiority of his force, had taken up a strong 
position between the lake of Constance and the Danube. Two torrents, the 


(1) Dum. J. 54, 56. lom, x. tl4, 116. Arcli. Ch. (2) Join. xi. 110, 113- ’ 
4.96,136. . 4,112,118. 
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un r. 0«lrach flm} (lie Anch, OovMng m opposite directions, the one into 
Danube, the other into the labe, from a marsh m his centre, 
. ‘ »i>/* front of liM position St -Cjr, nitli tJie/eft, wtis sU* 

' • j ' ■ I •* ‘ 

cfipicd the heights liLiiJiKi M«- ‘ ' ■ • , 

acccwiblc of the line • placed at the source of the tvso torrents, it A^as to be 
reached by a cha^ss<}e,^\hlch Gro<tscd the marshy ground from -which they 
dc'cendcd. It ^>as against this part of the line that the principal efforts of 
the Imperialists were directed, while subordinate attacks were simultaneously 
commenced on the right and left against St -C) rand Fermo The force 
’ ' • • 1 » — nvtraeli. under the Archduke in person, iras 

' ' ' ■ ■* * ' lority of numbers m the attack- 
ing lvj.v. ■ irdan; but at length the left, 

Mirth »j under Sl.-Cyr, hating been ouiiidJikcd at licngen, and the centre 
being on the point of sinking under the increasing masses of the assailants, a 
general retreat was ordered, and such was the danger of the left wing, that 
ifwos continued, without intermission, on the day following, till theyrcached 
the position ofSTOCKicn (I)’ 

affair did not cost above two thousand men to (lie vantiuislicd 
mi partj, and (he loss of ihcMctorswasncarly asgreat, but it had the 
most important effect upon ilie fate of the campaign Jl broke the cbarDi of 
Bepubhean muncibilitj, contpciled (lie French standards openly to retreat 
before the Imperial, and gave to (hcAustnans alt the advantage of a Iirst suc- 
cess Bow appeared the good use winch they had made of their time during 
the short intcnal of peace Their cannon, well served and formidable, were 
much more numerous in proportion to (he troops engaged than they had 
been m the former war, and the light artillery in particular, formed on the 
French model, bad atuincd a degree of pcrfeclion which entirely deprived 
the ncpublicans of their advantage in (hat important weapon of modern 
warfare ( 2 ). 

tmu OT of Jourdan clearly saw the importance of the village of Stockacb, 

•« Sfwxwit w here all the roads to Swabia, Swiizerland, and the valley of the 
Neckar, unite, and beyond which he could not cor«inue his retreat, without 
abandoning bis communications wnili Massdna and the Grisons Pcrcening 
5 • > * - 1 1 u o -nns nrenaring an attack, be resolved to anticipate him, 

, • of importance in 

t ■ . .. this time in great 

■ • . nding channel bc- 

• ■ .... jojjg course in the 

lake of Constance; their cemiewi.».ui. '• front 


; I 


effort was to be maue, Imh*- . turn the Austrians, aim luvn- 

retreat by the single chausst'e of Stockacb in their rear, where they of ncces- 
sitv must, in case of disaster, have lost all their artillery (o). 

At fne in the morning all the columns -were m motion, and the adi-anecd 
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guard of SouK poor came in sighi of (he vidc((cs of Mccrfcld. He -was soon 
ntlackcd so vigorously by dial general and Sl.-Cyr, dial he was driven from 
IJpdngcn, and ihrown back in confusion inlo die woods whicb lay along die 
road of Slockach. Speedily were ihcy expelled from dial slronghold ; die in- 
faniry, in great disorder, rclrcalcd lo Slockacb, and die cavalry on die road 
towards Jlrcskirch. Meanwhile die Iwo armies were engaged along die whole 
line. Souham in the centre repulsed the light troops of die enemy 
as far as Wnhlwcis and Orsingen on the Slockach, and menaced the plateau 
of Nellcmbcrg, while Ferino was actively engaged on the right. A violent can- 
nonade Avas heard along the whole front of the army ; a decisive success bad 
been gained on one point, the Austrian right was turned, the victory seemed 
already decided (1). 

of Ko sooner, however, did the Archduke perceive the impression 
.sturj-srh. .yyijjcii ii,c French had made on bis right Aving, than he set oil' at 
the gallop for that quarter of the Held, followed by lAvelvc squadrons of cui- 
rassiers, after whom succeeded six battalions of grenadiers; Avhilc a power- 
ful body of cavalry were stationed in the plateau of Nellcmbcrg lo protect the 
retreat of the army, in case of its becoming necessary to bavc recourse lo that 
extremity. These dispositions, rapidly .adopted at the decisive moment, 
changed the fortunes of the day, and their elfcct was increased by a faulty 
slcpof.Iourdan,Avho, instead of supporting the menaced point with all his dis- 
posable force, sent orders to St.-Cyr to adv.ance to Mocskircb, in the idea of 
culling off the retreat of the Imperialists. A violent struggle noAv ensued in 
the woods of Liplingen, which Soult had gained in the first moment of suc- 
cess. The Archduke attacked them with fresh troops, the Republicans de- 
fended them Aviih heroic valour; and one of the most furious combats that 
occurred in the whole war, look place, without intermission, for several hours. 
Three limes the French advanced out of the Avood to meet their enemies, and 
three times, jiolAvithstanding the most A'igorous clTorls, they Avere repulsed 
by the obstinate perseverance of the Germans. At length the Imperialists be- 
came the asstiilants; the Archduke charged in person at the head of the Hun- 
garian grenadiers. Prince Furslcmburg and Prince Anhalt Bemburg Averc 
killed Avbile leading on their rcspccliA’c regiments, and the floAver of the army 
on both sides perished under the terrible fire Avbich overspread the field of 
battle. Sl.-Cyr, aa’Iio felt that he had gained Avbal, iffpropcrly supported, 
might have become a decisive success, long and obstinately maintained bis 
ground ; but at length, finding. that the principal elfort of the Austrians Avas 
directed against his Aving, and that their reserves Avere coming inlo action, he 
ordered Soult lo evacuate ihcAvood, and retire into the plain of Liplingen. 
This perilous movement Avas performed by ibal able olTiccr in presence of a 
victorious enemy, and Avhen his rear-guard Avas almost enveloped by their 
cuirassiers, with admirable steadiness; but, Avhen they reached the open 
country, they Avere charged by KolloAvralb, at the bead of the six battalions 
of grenadiers and lAvelve squadrons of cuirassiers, Avbich the Archduke had 
brought up from the reserve. This efibrl proved decisive. In A'ain Jourdan 
charged the Austrian cavalry Avilh the French horse; they were broken and 
driven back in disorder by ibe.superior AA’cigbl and energy of the cuirassiers, 
and the general-in-chief narrowly escaped being made prisoner in the flight. 
This overlhroAV constrained the infantry to a disastrous retreat, during AAdiich 
tAVo regiments AA'cre euA^eloped and made prisoners ; and St.-Cyr, who Avas 
noAv entirely cut off from the centre of his army, alone escaped total destruc- 


(l) Jnin. xi. 130 UHin, i. 49, 50. St.-Cyr, i, 130, 139. Arcli. Cli. i. 175, 190. 
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tfon l>y tIiTO\\jng Inmsolf across ihc Danube, (he sole bridge o\er which he 
wasforlunalc enough to find unoccupied by tlic enemy (1). 

Urff.i or Tins great success, and Ihc consequent separation of St.-CjT from 
remainder of the army, was dccisuc of the MCtory. Souham 
and ferino, with (he centre and right, had maintained their position, not- 


mainlain their ground against llic sittonous troops of \he Archduke 
Allhough, therefore, the French had braselj willistood tlie superior forces 
of the enemy, and the loss on both sides was nearly equal, amounting to 
about file thousand men to each party, yet, by the separation of their left 
wing, they had sustained all the consequences of a serious defeat, and it 


Jourdan »a5 so mvth t}}Sconoericd fhe result of this action, that, after 
reaching tlic defiles of that forest, he surrendered the command of the army 
to Ernouf, the chief of the staff, and set out for Pans, to lay m person his 
complaints as to the state of the troops before the Directory (3). 

• I * ^ ‘ • ** • *' ’ • ’ 

tb* rr•n«^ I'l* • 

■rreutb* i l • • \ 

nwci« ] I • • . 

never again occuned to them till the battle of Leipsic The Archduke clearly 
perceived that there was the important point of the campaign . and had he 
been the unfettered master of his actions, he w euld, in all probability, have 
constrained the French army to a retreat as disastrous as that from Wurtzburg 
in 1796 , but the Auhe Council, influenced by the erroneous idea that the key 
to ultimate success was to be found in the Alps, forbade him to advance 
towards the Rhine liU Switzerland was cleared of the enemy, lie was com- 
pelled, m consequence, to put his army into cantonments between Engen 
and Wihlwejs, while the Republicans leisurely effected their retreat through 
ApfU « the Black Forest, bj the v alley of Kimzig and that of Hell, to the 
Rhine, which stream they crossed at Old Brisach and Kehl a few days after, 
leasing only posts of observation on the right bank. This retreat compelled 
April t Bernadotte, who, w ith his little army of eight thousand men, had 
already commenced the siege of Pluhpsburg, to abandon liis works with 
precipitation, and regain the left bank (4); so that, in a month after (he 
campaign had been commenced with so much presumption and so little con- 
sideration by the Directory, tlieir armies on the German frontier w ere every 
where reduced to the defence of llicir own territory. 

The bad success of their armies at Ihc opening of this campaign, to which 

j* . » » I r a w 1 -w- r I,,* II /i/ \ 


to the people much of the enthusiasm and vigour of 1793 (5). Itus was me 
massacre of the French plcnipoteniianes at the Congress of Rastadt. 
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Though at war with Austria, Franoc was ycl at peace with the 
.iin“,Siunf:. German empire, and the Congress at Rasladl was still continuing, 
under (he safeguard of neutrality, its iulcrminablc labours. When the vic- 
tory of Slockach had placed that city in the power of the Imperialists, the 
Cabinet of Vienna ordered the Count Lchbach, their minister plenipotentiary, 
to endeavour to obtain intelligence of the extent to which the princes of the 
empire had made secret advances to the Directory. The Count conceived the 
most cITcctual way would be to sci/.c the pajicrs of the Trench embassy at the 
moment of their leaving the city, and for this purpose he solicited and ob- 
tained from his court authority to require an armed force from the Archdulie 
Charles. That gallant officer refused, in the first instance, to comply with 
the request, alleging that his soldiers had nothing to do with the concerns of 
diplomacy; but fresh orders from Vienna obliged him to submit, and a detach- 
ment of the hussai's of Szccklcr was in consequence placed at the disposal of 
the Imperial plenipotentiary (1). 

!!■> Towards the cud of April, the communications of the ministers at 

Raslndt having been interrupted by the Austrian patrols, the Re- 
publicans addrc.sscd an energetic note on the subject to the Austrian autho- 
rities, and the remonstrance having been disregarded, the Congress declared 
itself dissolved. The departure of the diplomatic body was fixed for the 
2Slh April, but the Austrian colonel gave them orders to set out on the 
ifilh, as the town was to be occupied om the following day by the Imperial 
troops, and refused to grant the escort which they demanded, upon the plea 
that it was wholly unnecessary. The Trench ])lcnipotcnliarics in conse- 
Awasjini- qucncc, Jcau Debry, Ronuicr, and Roberjot, set ouV on the same 
1 r "n r'inii- cvcuing for Slrasburg, but they had scarcely left the gates of 
i-oicLiiarirs. Rasiadt whcu they were attacked by some drunken hussars of the 
regiment of Szccklcr, who seized them, dragged them out of their carriages, 
slew Bonnier and Roberjot, notwithstanding the heroic efforts of the wife of 
April ,g. ' iRc latter to save her husband, and struck down .lean Debry, by 
sabre blows^ into a ditch, where he escaped destruction only by having the 
presence of mind to feign that he was already dead. The assassins seized and 
carried off the papers of the legation, but committed no other spoliation; and 
leaving two of their victims lifeless, and one desperately wounded, on the 
ground, disappeared in the obscurity of the night. Jean Debry, whose 
wounds were not mortal, contrived to make his way, after their departure, 
into Rastadt, and presented himself, bleeding and exhausted, at the hotel of 
II. Gmrtz, the Prussian envoy (2). 

ho^ro?' atrocious violation of the law of nations excited the utmost 

«cUm m j’^dignation and horror throughout Europe. The honour of the 
fran”,Tna Gcrmaos felt itself seriously wounded by the calamitous event, and 
Europe. the members of the deputation wlio remained at the Congress 
unanimously signed a declaration expressive of detestation at its authors. It 
is, perhaps, the strongest proof of the high character and unstained honour 
of the Emperor Francis and the Archduke Charles, that although the crime 
was committed by persons in the Austrian uniform, and the hussars of 
Szeckler had been detached from the army of the Archduke to the environs 
of Rastadt, no suspicion fell upon cither of these exalted persons as having 
been accessary to the nefarious proceeding. That it was committed for poli- 
tical purposes, and not by common robbers; is evident from their having 

(o Join. xi. 142. Lac.xiv.318. TIi.x.255. Mimslrea PIi iiijiolciU. !i Ilaslndt, Lac. xi\. 435. 

(2) H.ud. vii. 23G, 238. Jinn. xL 142, 143. Lac. Arch. Ch. i. 224. 
xiv. 318, 328. 'Ih. x. 250, 275. Croces- Vcibat dc!, 
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lunutlionzpil excess bj tlrunUn or brutal soldiers of a duty commuted to 
tlicm by llicir government, requiring more than ordinary discretion and 
forbearance. Rot ttiongb Austria lias escaped llic imputation of having been 
acccssarj to the guilt of murder, she cannot escape from the disgrace of having 
been remotclj the cause of us perpetration; of having authorized an attack 
upon the sacred persons of ambassadors, sihich, though not intended to have 
been foltoncd by assassination, x\as at best a violation of the law of nations 

. , . -1 -/.I .. ^1. 11 1 ^ ^ , . , 


It 15 descrvilig of the severest reprobation, and, like all other unjustiflable 
actions, its consequences speedily recoiled upon the head of Us authors The 
mllitarj spirit of the Frcncli, languid since the commencement of hostilities, 
was immcdiatclj roused to the highest pitch by this outrage upon iheir am- 


of the campaign 


co»in.n<» ‘VNlnlcan implacable war was thus breaking out to the north of 
the Alps, reverses of a most serious charocter attended the first 
*“'r commencement of hostilities m the Italian plains The approach 
of the Russians, under Siivvarrow, who, u was expected, would reach the 
Adige by the middle of April, rendered it an object of the last importance for 
the Republicans to force their opponents from the important line formed by 
that stream before the arrival of so powerful a reinforcement; but bj the 
senseless dispersion of their vast armies Ibrougb the whole peninsula, they 
were unable to collect a sufiicienl force in the plains of the Mincio, m the 
impruum commencement of the campaign, to cflect that object The total 
tioTr/nch*^ force commanded by Scherer on the Adige was now raised, by the 
lo arrival of conscripts, to fifty-seven thousand men; Macdonald was 

at thahead of thirty-four thousand at Romc’antl Naples, ten thousand were 
in live Cisalpine republic, the like number in Piedmont, five thousand in 
Liguria; but these latter forces were too far removed to be able to render any 
assistance at the decisive point, while, on the other hand, the Imperial forces 
consisted of fifiy-eighl thousand combatants, including six thousand cavalrj, 
cantoned betvv ecn the Tagliamento and the Adige, besides a reserve of ivv eniy 
thousand infantry and five thousand horse in Carmthia and Croatia Their 
field-artillery amounted to 180 pieces, the park of the army to 170 more, 
and a heavy tram' of eighty battering guns, admirably provided with horses 
and ammunition, was ready at Palma Nuova, for the siege of any of the for- 
tresses that might be attacked This summary is sufficient to demonstrate 
the erroneous principles on which the Directory proceeded in their plan of 
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the campaign, and their total oblivion of the lessons taught by Napoleon as 
to the importance of the line of the xVdige to the fate of the Peninsula; ■while 
the Imperialists -were collecting all their force for a decisive blo-sv in that 
quarter, half the French troops lay inactive and scattered along the -whole 
extent of its surface, from Piedmont to Calabria (I). 

Position of The Austrians had, -with great foresight, strengthened their-posi- 
rituistsmi tion on the Adige during the cessation of hostilities. Legnago, com- • 
the Aciigc. nianding a bridge over that river, had become a formidable fortress ; 
the castles of Verona -were amply supplied with the means of defence; a 
bridge of boats at Polo enabled them to communicate -with the intrenched 
camp of Pastrengo, on the eastern slope of the lilontebaldo; Venice, placed 
beyond the reach of attack, contained their great magazines and reserves of 
artillery stores; all the avenues by Avhich it could be approached -ivcrc care- 
fully forllfied; a flotilla of forty boats, carrying three hundred pieces of can- 
non (2), was prepared, either to defend the Lagunre of that capital, or carry 
the supplies of the army up the Po ; while bridges, established over the Piave 
and the Tagliamento, secured the communication of the army in the field 
with the reserves by which it was to be supported. 

Scherer had obtained the command of the French army ; an officer who had 
served with distinction in the Pyrenees and the Alps during the campaign 
of 1791), but being unknown to the Italian army, be possessed the confidence 
neither of the officers nor soldiers; while Moreau, the glorious commander 
of the retreat through the Black Forest in 1796, occupied the unworthy 
situation of inspector of infantry. On the side of the Austrians, Melas had 
obtained, upon the death of the Prince of Orange, the supreme command ; 
an officer of considerable experience and ability, but whose age, above 
seventy years, rendered him little competent to cope with the enterprising 
generals of the Republic. Until his arrival, however, the troops were under the 
orders of General Kray, a Hungarian by birth, and one of the most distin- 
'guished officers of the empire. Active, intrepid, and indc-fatigable ; gifted 
with a cool head and an admirable conp-d'cail in danger, he was one of the 
most illustrious generals of the Imperial army, and, after the Archduke 
Charles, has left the most brilliant reputation in its military archives of the 
last century (5). 

Frenciipian The plau of tlic Bircctory was for Scherer to pass the Adige, 
tionr™' near Verona, drive the Austrians over the Piave and the Brenla, 
while the right wing of Masseua’s army, commanded by Lccourbe, was to form 
a junction with a corps detached from the Italian army into the Valleline, 
and fall, by Brixen and Botzen, on the right flank of the Imperial army. But 
at the very time that they meditated these extensive operations, they detached 
General Gauthier, with five thousand men, to occupy Tuscany; a conquest 
Mnrch 21. wfilch was indeed easily eflected, but Avas as unjustifiable as it Avas 
inexpedient, both by Aveakening the effective force on the Adige, and afford- 
ing an additional example of that insatiable desire for conquest Avhich the 
allied poAvers so loudly complained of in the Republican government. Mean- 
Avhile Scherer, having collected his forces, established himself on the right 
bank of the Adige, opposite to the Austrian army, the right at Sanguinetto^ 
the left at Peschicra ; and immediately made preparations for crossing the 
river. At the same time Kray threw eight thousand men into the intrenched 
camp of Pastrengo, under Generals Gottesheim and Elnitz, while the divisions 
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Mtr»h « Kalm and llolionrollcrn, tncni) thousand strong, Averc established 
around Ncrona, with detachments at Areola, Frcchcliand Mcrcamin,TMthan 
cf]ual force, ^\c^c encamped near Boilacqua, and Ivicnau, iMlh four thou- 
sand, isas stationed iicir Acqua, and the resort cs, under Ott and 2oph, re- 
cchcd orders to draw near to the Urenta (1) 
rrtii in.r, Tlic Frcncli general hating been led to imagine that the bulk of 
Tf’itotb'p- Austrian forces tterc encamped at I'astrcngo, bclttccn Verona 
and the lake of Guarda, rcsoltcd to make his principal effort m 
thatquartcr thisticn, the three dnisionsof the left wing, commanded 
b) Scrruricr, Delmas, and Grenier, were moted in that direction, while 
Moreau, t>ith the ditisions of Ilalry and \ictor, received orders to make a 
false attack near \erona, and, on the extreme right, Montnehard was to ad- 
tance against Legnago Kray, on his part, being led to believe that their 
principal force was directed against kcrona, repaired in basic to Bcvilacqua, 
•where he concerted with Klcnau an attack on the right flank of the Repub- 
licans Thus both parties, mutually deceived as to each other’s designs, ma- 
jKEUt red as if their object had been reciprocally to atoid each other, the bulk 
of the Austrian forces being directed against the French right, and the prin- 
cipal part of the Republicans against the Imperial left (5) 

At three in the morning of the 26th March, the whole b rcnch left w mg w as 
in motion, while the flotilla on the lake of Guarda set sail during the night to 
second their operations In this quarter they met with brilliant success, the 
redoubts and intrcnchments of Pastrengo were earned, lUvoli fell into their 
hands, and the garrison of the intrenched camp, crossing in haste the bridge 
ofPolo, left fifteen hundred pnsoners and twelve pieces of cannon m the 
ibreb is hands of the Republicans The action did not begin m the centre 
till near ten o’clock, but u soon became there also extremely warm The 
Fir»i luc > illages in front of Verona w ere obstinately contested, but after a 
Fr«f o'* desperate rcaisiancc, the Republicans pressed forward, and nearly 
tb«Ad;» reached the walls of \eroDa At this sight, Kaim, who wasappre- 
hensit e of being attacked in the town, made a general attack on the front and 
flanks of the assailants wuU fresh forces, but, although the tillage of San 
Massimo, taken and retaken seven limes during the day, finally remained m 
the possession of the Austrians till night separated the combatants, they sensi- 
bly lost ground, upon the whole, m that quarter, and the post of Saint 
lucie, also the theatre of obstinate contest, was earned by the Republicans 
But, while fortune favoured their arms on the left, and divided her favours 
in the centre, the rightwas overwhelmed by a superior force, conducted by 
Kray m person General Montnehard advanced in that quarter to Legnago, 
and had already commenced a cannonade on the place, when Frtclich debou- 
ched m three columns, and commenced a furious attack along the dikes 
which led to the French column, while the division of Mercantin adv anced 
as a reserve The Republicans "were speedily routed, attacked at once m 
front and both flanks, they lost all ilheir artillery, and were driven with 
great loss behind Torre on the road to Mantua (3J , 

The Joss of tlie Frcncli in tins battle amounted to four thousand 
men, while that of the Imperialists was nearly seven thousanu, 
but nevertheless, as the success on the Icfland efentre was m some degree 
balanced by the disaster on the right, they were unable to derive an^ 
siv e adv antage from this large diflerencc in their favour The capture of th 
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camp at Pastrciigo and of the bridge at Polo Avas of litHc imnornnro nc 
A„slriaiis held Vc™i,;i, and the only road from , hence to 'the plain’ pL ed 
through that town, hray, ahandoning Hie pursuit of Monlrichard InsfonnS 
to Verona nilh the divisions of Mercantin and Frcelich, lea^Tn^ a fe haUn 
hons only to guard the line of the Lower Adige; while the Republicans 
recrossed the upper part of that river above Verona, and retired toAvnr k 
Peschiera Thus the bulk of the forces on both sides were assembled iear 
Verona, which Avas felt to be the key to the Adige equallv by the ImncrinlkT. 
and Republicans. Already the courage of the Austrians Vas elevated bv the 
balanced success which they had obtained (1); and from the hesitation of ihn 
enemy in following up his advantage at Pastrengo, they perceived with 
pleasure {hat the geiiius of INapok'on had not been inhcriiccl by Jiis sue 
cessoi 


Scherpr ox- 

After much irresolution,' and assembling a council of Avar s; 1 i- 

resolved to descend the Adige Avith the bulk of his' forced' to 
attempt a passage between Veidna and Legnago at Ronca or Alba- 
tho Adifc. Avhile Serrurier, Avith one division, Avas throAvn across the 

upper stream at Polo to distract the attention of the enemy. Preparatory lo 
this design, the army aaos countermarched from left-right, a complicated 
operation, AA’hich fatigued and cmbari'assed the soldiers AAitliout any ade- 
quate advantage. At length, on the 50th March, Avhile the main body of thg 
army was descending the river, Serrurier crossed Avith seA'cn thousand men 
March 3o. at Polo, and boldly adVanced on the high-road leading to Trent 


towards Verona ; Kray, debouching from the central point at Verona , assailed 
the advancing columns Avith fifteen thousand men of the divisions FroelicJi 
and Elnitz, and attacking the Republicans Avilh great vigour, droA’c them 
back in disorder to the bridge, and pressing forAvard, approached so near, 
that it AA'ould have fallen into his hands, if the French liad not sunk the boats 
of which it consisted. The situation of Serrurier was noiv altogether despe- 
rate; part of his men dispersed and saved tbemselics in the mountains; 3 
few escaped over the river at Rivoli ; but above fifteen hundred Avere made 
prisoners, and the total loss of his division was nearly thi'f^n thousand //jpjj 
Counter- Notwithstanding this severe check, Scherer persisted in 
boiirp"raes. design of passing the Adige beloAv Verona, dfter ^^^tinlerinarchw; 
his troops, AA'ilhout any visible reason, lie concentrated tliein below Wi 
Franca, betAveen the Adige and the Tartaro; his right encamped ncarPorlo- 
Legnago, the remainder in the position of pcreciring tb 

defects of their situation, Avisely resol A'ed to bring the aa eight of bj^ forces ta 
bear on the Republican left, so as to threaten their (toinnninicatioiis 
Lombardy. For this purpose, he directed Hahenro tern and Sl.-Juiient.’tb 
Montebaldo and the road to Trent; while hrdas^ontrb^ ^^'bo fornn Jfe''ef 
Bellegarde’s corps in the Tyrol, was to rn'>re t>n ■<> Cbiesa, by the 
side of the lake of Guarda, and he hiwse’f <ed from Ferrr/. rby" 
head of the diAusions of Kaim, Zoph, right again--' d' 

pubbean centre at Magnano, The ifcril oil " ing of /kr 
noAv extreme, and it became imii'j-rn-' n moi e the right rr-’i-g 
toAA'ards it, in order to avoid its tetai ion. jjgq '7. ^ 

was now raised, by the arrivalofMsresrr^^''’ to forty-live ih. 
on the 4th April, be would hare sarfn^ed the Trench in '* 
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and lljc oj)portunJlj 

It was just Pljcn the lateral morement \\ason the point of being 
m.'imw. nccomphshed that the hostitc armies encountered each other on 
the plains of M\cnjv>o. The French force amounted to Ihirlj-four thousand 
infantry and seven thousand cavalry; the Austrians were superior, having 
•V ,n Dif, thousand uere horse. 


V|th Franca on the roju lo ftiauiuu <..o .... j ^ 

: • ■ ■ ■' ‘ ’ . ' »->. whicIifallmlothcTartaroand 

1 ■ *' -I . I mtry difficult, that of cavalry 

impossiDiet^y- 

The right vnng of the French, commanded by Victor and Grenier, over- 
whelmed the division of Mcrcanim to winch it was opposed. But while this 
success attended thcBepublicans in that quarter, the Austrian centre, under 
Kaim, penetrated, wiiliout opposition, hetneen the rearof Wontrichard and 
the front of Dcimas, who were in the act of completing tlicir lateral move- 
ment from right to left, and occupied a salient angle in the centre of the 
French position. Had the Imperialists been in a situation to have supported 
I hv fresh troops, it would have been decisive of the fate of the 

I . •'* ‘ . p - r -ht, was at tlie 

' , • hell 5 and thus 

1 • ! * * . ' affairs in that 

quarter, by causing their real aim .auQw : . i ’ ic to resist the 

farther progress of the eaeznj, but even to attack and carry the rlHage of Dul- 
I .. j •'"♦«'i«t'«findinc the mostvigorousresistancefromKaim’sdivision 

• . • ' •• ' ‘ •“'Wa the Qpe, 

1 • ■ . • ' . • Austrians 

. ■ ■ • ' • • f Verona. 

Victory on every side seemea co kickuv Ik, ^ ^ * ' *d, though 

decisive success w as no longer to be expected from the insulated situation of 

allihediv ’■ <‘p‘*>-*t«fvns which they were severally 

• ■ • ■ • ;■ the da}, bya deci- 

h.rijwith _ ' • ■ I ■ jghimseJfatthehead 

of the reserve of troslicn, suppuitw Lj . o batteries of heavy 
fbe artillery, he fell unawares upon the division of Grcmer, and put It 

lo the rout; ^Jclo^, trying to restore the combat, was charged in flankbytUe 
Imperial horse, and driven bac * ’’ — nf ibat 

wing was completed by the atu •' t 

rallied m Its rear Meanwhile,' • • 

file centre, and Serruner made luiuaLii. • • ' 

and advanced near lo \crona Bui the rout of the right wing, wJncli was 
now driven a mile and a-halffrom (he Geld of battle, so as to leave thecenirc 
entirely uncovered, was decisive of the victory. Before night, Schcrer drew 
off his shattered forces behind tlicTartaro, carrjliig with them two thousand 
prisoners and several pieces of cannon, a poor compensation for the lo«s of 
four thousand killed and w ounded, founhousand prisoners, sev en standards, 

(l)Jno» SI iW, 131 Daw j. 65 Tt «,2s0 (a) Duia. i 65 . Joa il 186, 16T 

St Cyr.j 181 
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eight pieces of cannon, and forty caissons, ^Yllich had fallen into llicliands of 
the Imperialists (I). 

u. .ircisiv,- This victory, one of the most glorious in the annals of the Austrian 
muiM. monarchy, was decisive of thefateof Italy. Thenceforth, the French 
fell from one disaster into another, till they were driven over the Maritime 
Alps, and expelled from the whole peninsula — a striking example of the 
importance of early victory to the Avholcfatc of a campaign, and of the faci- 
lity with which the confidence and vigour rcsjilling from long-continued 
triumphs may, hy a single well-timed success, he exchanged for the depres- 
sion and irresolution Avhich arc the sure forerunners of defeat. The advan- 
tages gained hy the Imperialists were mainly owing to the possession of the 
fortified posts of Verona and Legnago, and the inferior line of operations 
which they alfordcd them on the Adige, — another instance, among the many 
which this Avar exhihited, of the inestimable importance of a central position 
in the hands of one who can avail himself of it, and the degree to Avliich it 
mav sometimes, in the hands of a skilful general, counterbalance the most 
decided superiority in other respects (2). 
i)i,or.!rriy Tlic Rcpublicaiis, lliiwn into the deepest dejection by this de- 
frrnrh. fcat, rctircd on the following day behind the Mincio ; and not fccl- 
themsclves in security there, even Avilh the fortress of Mantua on one 
flank and that of Peschiera on the other, Scherer continued his retreat 
April J 7 . ' behind the Oglio, and then the Adda. This retrograde movcT 
ment was performed in such confusion, that it entirely lost that general 
the little consideration Avhich remained to him Avith his iroojis, and they 
loudly demanded the removal of a leader Avho had torn from their broAvs the 
April u. laurels of Rivoli and Areola. The Austrians, astonished at their 
OAvn success and fearful of endangering it hy a precipitate advance, moved 
slowly after the beaten army. Eight days after the battle elapsed before they 
crossed the Mincip, and established thcmsclvcs'at Castillnro, after detaching 
Elnilz with ten thousand men, to observe Mantua, and three battalions to 

form lire investment of Peschiera (5). , . . . 

Corfu s«r- While the Republican fortunes Avcrc thus sinking in Italy, another 
SoPmsL disaster aAvaited them, in the capture of Corfu, Avhich capitulated 
to the combined forces of Russia and Turkey, shortly after the com- 
mencement of hostilities; and thus deprived them of their last footing in the 
March 3 . Ionian isles. Thus on every side the star of the Republic seemed to 
be on the Avane, Avhile that of Austria Avas rising in the ascendant (4). 

Operations Wliilc llicsc important events were in progress to the south of the 
!"anyr Alps, the Austviaus evinced an unpardonable tardiness in following 
up their success at Slockach. In vain the Archduke urged them not to lose 
the precious moments; the Aulic Council, desirous not to endanger the ad- 
vantage Avbich they had already gained, enjoined him to confine his opera- 
April ,3 lions in clearing the right bank of the Danube by detached parlies. 
After several engagements, the French Aveirc finally expelled from the German 
side, hilt in their retreat they, with needless barbarity, burned the celcbrated- 
Avooden bridge at Schaffliausen, the most perfect specimen of that species 
of architecture that existed in the world (b).- 


/'ll Til X ‘T'il 2'i2 Join. xi. I90i 194. Dam. i. ( 4 ) Ann. Reg. 1799> 80. Jom. xi. 199. 
etii S.!^byr,‘i."l85. 190. • U Join. ^i. 205. Dma. i. 72. Avch. C!.. r. 315, 
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vhiciJ Jlicy had hitherto toiind lor llicir llanks m tlic neutral ridges oi the 
Afjis, the itepnhlicans AAcre now compelled to maintain one uninterrupted 
line of defence from the Texel to the gulf of Genoa, and any considcrahle 
disaster in one part of that long extent wcal^encd their operations in c>cry 
other. MassOna Mas mcII anare tliaia mountainous country, in appearance 
the most casj , is frcqucntlj in rcalitj Hie most diflicult of defence ; because 
the communication from one part of the line to another is often so much 
ohstruclcd, and it is so easy for a skilful adversary to bring an ovcrv\ helming 
force to hear against an unsupported part, /mprcsscil with those ideas, he 
drevY hack liis adv anced posts at Taiifcrs, Glprcntz on the Adige, and Fiiuer- 
muntz on the Inn, and arranged ins forces m the follotving manner. The 
Tight M mg ^Yas composed of Lccourbe in the Engadme, Slenard in the Ori- 
sons, and Lorges in the valley of the ftliine, as far down as (he lake of Con* 
stanccj the centre, consisting of four divisions, supported by an auxiliary 
Swiss corps, occupied the line of that river as far as lluningen. Headquarters 
were established at Basle, niiich nas pot m a respectableposliireof defence. 
The left Ming, scattered over Huningen, Old Brisach, Kclil, and ilanheim, 
was destined to protect Uic line of the Rhine below that place, llie whole 
of these forces amounted to one hundred thousand men, of whom about 
two-thirds were stationed in Switzerland and the Gnsons (IJ. 

Dwtipsou Three impeluous'streams, each flowing wiihm the other, descend 
thereof I'fom tlic snowy ridges of the Alps towards the north, and form, by 
their junction, the great river of the Rhino, The first of these is 
the Rhine itself, which, rising m the Glaciers near theSt.-Gothard, and fiow- 


river covers the whole of Switzerland, and contains within its ample circuit 
all Its tributary streams. The second is formed by the course of the Linth, 
which, using m the .Ups of Glams and lhe^^allenslatler sea, forms'in its 
course the charming lake of Zuneb, and issuing from its northern extremity 
at the town of the same namcj under the appellation of the Limmat, falls 
into the Aar, not far from the junction of that river with the Rhine. That 
line only covers a part of Snitzcriand, and is of much smaller extent than 


romantic lake of the four cantons at Altdorf, and leaving its wood-c/ad chih 
at Lucerne, falls into the Aar, near its junction with the Rhine. All these 
lines , shut in on the right liy enormous mountains, terminating on the left 
in deep rivers, and intersected by vast lakes and ridges of rock, present the 
greatest advantages for defence. Massena soon found that (he c.xterior circle, 
that of the Rhine, could not be maintained, with the troops at his disposal, 

(I) DtuB i.Tt.Jaa.xi 3iJ, 213,315. 'O* Anbdale, i 233,311 
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ngninst llic increasing forces of the Auslrians, and he retired to the inner line, 
that of llic Liminai and Linih, and cstahlislied his head-quarters at Zurich, 
in a position of the most forinidahle strength (1). 

Gcncrnl at* MeainYhilc llolzc and Ikdlcgardc \Ycrc coinhininga general attack 
'ipon the whole line of the Ucpublicans in the Orisons. Towards 
the latter end of April, their force's where all in motion along the 
.\pui 3o. immense extent of mountains from the valley of Coirc to the En- 
gadinc. After a vigorous attack, Bcllcgardc Avas repulsed by Lecourhe, from 
the fortified post of Ramis, in llie Lower Engadine, while a detachment sent 
by the Col deTcherfs to Zemetz Avas cut to pieces, Avith the loss of six hun- 
dred ]irisoncrs, among Avhom Avas the young Prince de Ligne. Rut as the Im- 
perialists Avere advancingthrough the A allcys on his flanks, Lecourhe retreated 
in the night, and next day Avas attacked by Rcllegarde at Suss, Avhcnce, after 
an obstinate resistance, he Avas driven Avilh groat loss to the sources of the 
Alhula. At the same time, a general attack Avas made, in the valley of the 
Rhine, on the French posts; hut though the Imperialists Avere at first so far 
successful as to drive hack the Republicans to Luciensteg and the heights of 
Jlayenfcld, yet, at the close of the day, they Avere obliged to fall back to their 
former position (2). 

Insurrcclion This general attack upon the French line in the Grisons, Avas com- 
!u hh bined Avilb an insurrection of tbe peasants in Ibeir rear and in the 

supportai, small cantons, where the ‘desire for revenge, on account of the 
is rnisi.rii. cruellies of the French during the preceding year, had become ex- 
tremely strong. This feeling had heenAvorked uploaperfectfuryby an attempt 
of the Directory to complete the auxiliary forces of eighteen thousand men, 
Avhich SAvitzerland Avas bound to furnisb, by levies from the militia of the 
difTercnt cantons^ Determined to combat rather against than for the destroy- 
ers of their liberties, ten thousand men took up arms in the small cahtons 
and adjoining districts of the Grisons, and fell Aviih such rapidity upon the 
French posts in the rear, that they not only made themselves masters of Di- 
sentis and Ilanlz, but surprised the important bridge of Reichenau, AA’hich 
they strongly barricaded, ibus cutting off all communication betAA'cen the 
divisions of Lecourhe, at the sources of the Albula, and the remainder of the 
army. Had the attack of llolzc and Rcllegarde succeeded at the same time 
that this formidable insurrection broke out in tbeir rear, it is highly probable 
that JIassena’s right Aving Avould haA C been totally destroyed ; but the defeat 
of Ilolze at Luciensteg gave the Republicans lime to crush it before it had 
acquired any formidable consistency. Massena, aAvare of the vital importance 
of early success in subduing an insurrection, acted Avilh the greatest vigour 
against the insurgents;. Menard moA’ed toAvards Reichenau, Avhich Avas'‘aban- 
doned at his approach, and pursued the p.easanls to Ilantz and Disenlis. At 
May 5. tliis lattcr place they stood firm, in number about six thousand, 
and, though destitute of artillery, made a desperate resistance. At length, 
hoAA^eA^er, they Avere broken, and pursued AA'ith great slaughter into the 
mountains, leaving above one thousand men slain on the spot. At the same 
time, Soult proceeded Avith his division to ScliAvytz, Avhere-he overthrcAV a 
body of peasants; and, embarking on the lake of Lucerne, landed, in spite of 
the utmost resistance, at Altdorf, and cut to pieces a body of three thousand 
men, supported by four pieces of cannon, Avho had taken post in the defiles 

(2) Jom. xi.215, ‘its- Dmn. i. 114, 117. Arch- 
i. 253, 25Q. 
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of tlip llciiss nl^o^<' tint place Tliebrolcn rcnnins of tins clj^jsjon fleJ by 
^\nscn to llio of Sebolicnen, huUhcrc lbcyT>cre met and cnurcly 
di'ipirscil bj I ccoiirbc, mIio, dflcr subduing the insurrection in the ^ al- 
lot anline, Ind crossed ilio St -Collurd^and fallen upon Jbe fugitives m rear 
III tins affair, nliotc two lliousmil peasants were killed and Avounded, and 
sucli >\as tlic consternation excited by the inihlarj execution s\hich followed, 
that the people of tint part of Switzerland made no furllicr attempt, during 
tho progress of the campaign, to taken pirlmbostllilios Thejsan ibattlieir 
clTorls w ere of little at ail amidst the immense masses of disciplined men, by 
whom their country was traicrsed, and suffering almost as much, in the con- 
flicts which followed, from their friends as their enemies, they resigned 
themscl\cs,m indignant silence, lobe Ibo spectators of a contest, from which 
llicj had nothing to hope, and no power to prevent fl), 

Mautni These mosements, however, rendered it Indispensable for the 
b”r Trench to evacuate tlic Engadine, as great part of the troops who 
w^ngrtih* formed the line of defence had been drawn into tlic rear to quell 
the insurrection IvOison retired from Tirrano, and joined Lecourbe 
aiS -Cncomo, and as the Imperialists, who were now far advanced in Lom- 
bardy, were collcctmgforccsat Lugano, evidently with the design of seizing 
upon the St -Gotliard, and so turning the (lank of Massdna's position, that 
acln c general instantly crossed the Dernhardme, and descending the Misocco, 
advanced to BcUinzoua, m order to protect the extreme right of his interior 
line, which rested on the St -Gothard, the lake of Zurich, and ihcLiminat(S) 
CcncniM The Archduke, convinced that it was by turning the right of lias* 
A^imni'oo s<^na in the mountains, (hat be would be most easily forced from 
lii'ihS'cr'* strong line of defence, strengthened lloizc by frbsh troops, and 
I. ‘Combined a general attack with I ccourbe for the I4lh May The 
»r w forces they brought mlo action on thaiday were very considerable, 
amounting to not less dian thirty thousand men, while those of Menard, 
since the greater part of Lecourbe’s division had retreated to Belhnzona, did 
not exceed fourteen thousand men I utiensicg, since itfell into the hands of 
the Ilepublicans, had been greatly strengthened , a narrovv defile, bounded 
by the precipices of the Alps on one side, and a rocky eminence bathed by 
(be ninne on the other, was crossed by strong intrcncbmcnts, mountedwilh 
a formidable artillery , but the intelligence which thft Archduke received of 
the approach of thirty thousand Russians to support his army, who had al- 
ready arrived in Galhcia, determined him without delay to commence offen- 
sive operations Accordingly, on the 12th May, the columns were every 
where put in motion in the mountains, and two days afterwards this impor- 
Jium 9 tant post was attacked The assailants were divided into four co- 
lumns , one w as destined to engage the attention of the enemj by a false at- 
tack in front , the second to make a circuit by the Alps of Hayenfeld, and 
descend on the inlrcnchments in rear , a third to cross the Suv isir Alps , and 
the fourth, to which the cavalry and artillery were attached, to assail the 
pass called the Slapmer Joch llotie commanded m person the attack in 
front, while Jellachich directed the other columns After twelvehours 
tigumg march, the latter succeeded in bringing his troops in rear to attack 
the intrenchraents ^\llen the animating sound of their hurra was hcatil, 
llotze pressed forw ard to assail the w orks in front, and, after a stout resis- 

(0 Jam ». 319 231 n«n > tU 119 Aril. ft) Dum . 130 I3« Jo" *' 2W 22^ 
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taiicc, the barriers were burst open, and the fort carried, with the loss to the 
Republicans of fifteen hundred prisoners (1). 

This important success occasioned the iinincdiate retreat of the French 
armies from the Grisons. Their left fell back by Sargans to Wallenstadt; the 
centre by the gorge ofYettis; the right by Rcichenau, Ilantz, and Disentis, 
into the valley of Urscren, The centre of the army was forced ; and had Bel- 
legardc been at hand to follow up the successes of llotzc, it would have been 
all over with the Republicans in Ilclvclia. As it w.as, they did not effect their 
retreat from the Grisons without sustaining a loss of three thousand men in 
prisoners alone ; while the total loss of the Imi)crialisls Avas only seventy-one 
men ; an extraordinary, but wcll-authenticalcd proof of the immense advan- 
tage of offensive operations in mountain warfare, and the great disasters to 
which even the best troops are subjected by being exposed, Avhen acting on 
the defensive, to the loss of their communications, by their adversary, turning 
their position (2). 

ncircMnr This catastrophe obliged JIassena to alter entirely his line of do- 
M.inrthe fence. The right wing in the Alps being driven back, it was no 
Zurich! longer possible to maintain the line of the lake of Constance and 

May ao. {iig Rhinc from Stein to Eglisau, In consequence, he fell back from 

the Rhine behind the Thur ; Lccourbc received orders to evacuate the St.-Go- 
thard and concentrate his forces below’ the Devil’s Bridge, in the valley bf the 
Rciiss, while the bulk of his army was assembled round the headquarters at 
Zurich, all the approaches to which Averc fortified Avilh the utmost care (5). 
rartofiiie NotAvitlistanding the strength of this position, Lecourbe Avould 
iVrtwiuRij have been unable to have maintained his ground Avilh the right 
into agehist the impetuous attacks of Ilotze, had that enterprising 

hardy. general been supported by Bcllcgardc ; but the Aulic Council, con- 
ceiving that Italy A\’as to be the theatre of decisive operations, directed him 
to descend into Lombardy, and reinforce the army there, noAV commanded 
by SuwarroAv, leaving only ton thousand men to guard the Yalteline and 
gain possession of the St.-Golhard. In pursuance of these orders he crossed' 
the Splugen, and proceeded by the lake of Como to Milan, while Ilolze vigo- 
rously pursued the retreating enemy in the valley of the Rhino, and CA’cry 
Avhere drove him back to the SavIss frontiers (f). 

Encouraged by these successes, and the near approach of the Russian 
auxiliaries, to push the Avar Avith vigour, the Archduke published a procla- 
mation to the SAviss, in Avhich he announced that he Avas about to enter their 
territory, to deliA^er them from their chains, and exhorted them to take up 
May 22 . arms against their oppressors. At the same time the Rhine AA’as 
passed at all points,- a large column crossed at Stein, under Nauendorf; an- 
other at Eglisau, while Holzc crossed the upper part of the stream in the Gri- 
sons, and penetrated, by the source of the Thur, into the Toggenberg. To 
Mny 24 . prcvcnt tlic junction of the Archduke and Ilolze, Massiinaleft hisin- 

trenchmeuts on theLimmat, and commenced an attack on the advanced guard 
of Nauendprf. A desultory action ensued, which was maintained Avilhgreat vi- 
vacity on both sides ; fresh troops continually came up to reinforce those who 
Avere exhausted with fatigue, and though undecisive upon the Avhole, Oudi- 
not gained a considerable advantage OA’er an Austrian division, commanded 

by Petrasch, wiiich AA’as defeated, AAith the loss of fifteeen hundred prisoners. 

, ; 

(1) Umn.i. 123, 124. Jom. xi. 22-5, 225. Arcli. (3) Jom. xi. 228. Dum. i. 127. 

CU. i. 271, 278. (4) Bum. i. 124, 126. Jom. xi. 228, Arch. 

(2) .Tom. XI. 226, 227. Bum, i. 124, 125. Arch. Ch. i. 283, 284. ' ' \ 
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r\oluiiljstamlin?ihalclicck,liowe\cr, the object gamed, the 
Archduke niarclicJ on (he following day, toavards Wjnlerthur, 
A\hilc Holre dcscondeil Milh all his forces to support him The 
important post called the Stcigpass a\as attacked at noon, and 
carried 1)> that intrepid general (1), avhile tlic Archduke clTectcd his jiinc- 
lioii asiUi the left a\ing of his army at ’Winterthur and Ncstenbach Mas- 
«ina,upon this, Tell hack to Zurich, and the Uepubheans confined ihemsehes 
to tbcir defensive position on tbcLimmat 

Ircnch centre nas llius forced back to their interior 
<■«"' line of defence, the tight aaing, under Iccourbe, was still more 
OMb.'.d severely pressed by the Imperialists ^o sooner had Bellegarde ar- 
ru cd inliombardj , than buw arrow' detached General Iladdick, w itb ten thou- 
sand men, to drive them from the St,-Cot!iard. I oison’s division, defeated 
at the Monte Ccncre, hj llohenzollcrn, retired up tlie v alley of the Ticino, to 
M.y ig Airolo, whccc It v\ as reinforced hy se\ cral additional battalions, in 
order to maintain the passage of the St -Colhatd, and giv c time for the bag- 
gage and artillery to defile to Ahdorf Overwhelmed bj numbers, Loison was 
at length driven over the snow^ summit of that nigged mountain, through 
the smiling valley of Urscren, and down the deep descent of the Devil’s 
Bridge, to W asen, w ith (he loss of sii hundred prisoners. An Austrian brigade 
even chas ' ' ' j * ■ . • - . > <• 

but Lccou' • • . . • 

place, at ' , ^ ’ 

such vigour, that they were obliged to retrace their steps m confusion up the 
whole valley of Schollcnen, and could only prevent the irruption of the 
enemy into the vallcv ofUrseren by cutting an arch of the Dev il's bridge At 
the same timcj General \amiraiUcs, at the head of a strong French division, 
which 3Iasscna bad dispatched to ibo support of the army of Italy, attacked 
and routed a body of six thousand pe.\sants, which bad taken post at Leuk (2), 
in the upper Valais, and made himself master of Bricg, the w ell-knowTi v il- 
lage at Ihefootof the Simplon 

f Mcanw bile, the bulk of the Austrian forces w ere concentrated m 

Krifh““ the environs of Zurich, where Jlassiina still marnlamcd, with cha- 
racteristic obstmacj, his defensive position The French lines extended from 
the intrenched heights of Zurich, through those of Regensberg, and thence 
to the Rhine, m a direction nearlj parallel to the course of the Aar The camp 
around Zurich w as strengthened by the most formidable redoubfs, at w Inch 
the arm^ hadlabouTcdfor above amonth, while the whole cownu^ by vvlucli 
it could be approached, situated between the Glatt, the Liinmat, and the Aar, 
tilled with wooded heights, and intersected by precipitous ravines, presented 
I j the greatest obstacles to an attacking army On the Stli June, the 
Archduke, .having assembled all liis forces, assailcll him along the 
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of tli'e aclion The combal .it the same lime raged ui me eeiilie 
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rcrtnin success; ami at length tlic Arcluluhc, seeing the repulse of Ilolze, and 
dccining the heights of the Zuriclihcrg the decisive point, detached General 
"Wallis, v.ilh a portion of the reserve, to renen- the attack, while the Prince 
of Lorraine made a siinultancous clfort on the side of the Atlisbcrg. Wallis at 
first made a great impression, carried the farm of Znrichherg, and, after a 
vehement struggle, arrived at the palissadcs of the intrcnchmcnts; hut Mas- 
SLMia, seeing the danger, flew to the spot, at the head of a column of grena- 
diers, and assailed the Imperialists in flank, while a tremendous lire of grape 
and musketry from the summit of the works tore down the foremost of their 
ranks. Notwithstanding alt their efibrts, the Imperialists were unable to force 
the intrcnchmcnts; llolzc himself was severely wounded; and, after a bloody 
conflict, they retired over the Glatt, leaving three thousand killed and 
wounded on the field battle ( 1 ). 

n srromr'^ Nowaj's discouragcd by this check, the Archduke, after a day’s re- 
ai.,i hciicr pose, made arrangements for a renewal of the attack ; and, taught, 
by experience, adoi)tcd such dispositions as must have ensured 
wnK'it i.y success. Before daybreak on the morning of the Gth, 'two columns, 
a rcirrat. (jf ihousaud 111011 cacli, wcvc dcstiiicd to assault the heights of 
Zurich and Wipcliengcn, while all the left, the reserve, and part of the 
centre, were to support their attack. But Massena, apprehensive of the re- 
sult, retreated during the night, defiled oyer the bridges of Zurich and Wcl- 
tingen, and took post, between Lucerne and Zurich, on Mount Albis, a rocky 
ridge stretching from the lake of Zurich to the Aar, in a position even stronger 
than the one he had left. The retreat was cflcctcd witliout loss under cover 
'of night; but the great arsenal of Zurich, containing JiiO pieces of cannon, 
and immense warlike stores, fell on the day following into the hands of the 
Imperialists ( 2 ). 

nii^ohition The evacuation of the intrenched camp at Zurich, drew after it 
si"" forces the dissolution of the forces of the Swiss Confederacy in the in- 
llccof"' ici'cst of France. The battalions of Berne and Solcure, already 
irnncc. mucli wcakciicd by desertion, were entirely dissolved by that 
event; while those of Zurich and Turgovia, menaced with military execution 
on their dwellings, if they continued longer with the enemy, made haste to 
abandon a cause of which they were already ashamed in tlicir hearts. In a 
week the battalions of the Pays de Yaud, and a few hundreds of the most 
ardent of the Zurich democrats, alone remaihed of the eighteen thousand 
auxiliaries first assembled under the tricolor standard. At the same time, the 
provisional government of Helvetia, no longer in safely at Lucerne, set oil’ for 
Berne; the long file of its carriages excited the ironical contempt of the 
peasantry, still ardently allached to the institutions of their fathers, in the 
rural districts Ibroiigh which they passed ( 5 ). 
mfui'cm"- details which have now been given of the campaign in the 
n’tuiieof Alps, though hardly intelligible to those who have not traversed 
iiig opera* the country, or studied the positions with care in an 'excellent 
Mrs.'" ' " niap, offer the most remarkable spectacle, in a military point ol 
view, which the revolutionary war had yet exhibited ( 4 ). From the fith 
May, when the attack on the fort of Luciensteg commenced, to the 6 lh June, 
when the intrenched camp at Zurich 'Avas abandoned, was nothing but one 

(1) Jom. xi'. 249, 251 . Hum. !. 169, 170. Tli. x. having Ir.ivcllocl over llieso mountainc. will require 

295. Arch. Cli. i. 327, 344. the aid of no m.ap to remind them of places whose 

(2) Jom. xi. 251, 252. Th. x. 296. Uuin. i, 169, relative position is iodclihly imprinted in their 

170. Arch. Ch. i. 345, 350. memory. Those who have not, will find them de- 

(3) Join. xi. 255, 256- Arch. Ch. i. 350, 357. ' lincated iu the common Carlc.Jtoulieie de (a Suisse.. 

(4) Those who have enjoyed the advantage of ' ^ 

• i\ 
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conllnunl combat, ima ^asl fieW of battle, extending from tbe snony sum- 
mits of Iho Alps, to the continence of the great streams ■winch flow from their 
pcrcnnlalfoiintains. Posterity \mU hardly credit that great armies could be 
maintained in such a situation, and the same unity of operations communi- 


thc<!e prolonged actions for twenty days; the forced marches by which they 
were succeeded; the sufferings and prnations winch Hie troops on both sides 
endured'; the efforts necessary to find proMsions for large bodies m those in- 
hospitable regions, in many of which the trasclleror the chamois hunter can 
often hardly find a footing, combined to render this warfare both the most 
memorable and the most animating which had occurred since tliefall of the 
fionian empire (I). 

ArriTiiot ‘While success was thus attending the Imperial standards on the 
Hlune and the Alps, events of a still more decisive character oc- 
oaiMtha c'*rrcd on the Italian plains A few days after the important battle 
of Utgnano, Incnty thousand llussians, tinder Suwarrow , joined 
the Imperial army, still encamped on the shores of the Mincio. Thus were 
the forces of the north, for the first time since the origin of the Revolution, 
brought into collision with those of the south, and that desperate contest 
commenced vi Inch w as destined to inflict such terrible w ounds on both em- 
pires, to •nTop in flames the towers of the hremlin, and bring the Tartars of 
the Desert to the shores of the Seine, and ultimately establish a new balance 
of power in Europe, by arraying all its forces under the banners either of 
Asiatic despotism or European ambition 
The Emperor Paul, who now entered, with all the characteristic im- 
petuosity of lus character, into the alliance against France, h;id embraced the 
most extensne and visionary ideas as to the ulterior measures which should 
be adopted upon the ovcrihrojv of the French Roolulionary power He 
laboured to effect the formation, not only of a cordial league between all the 
sovereigns of Europe, to stop llie progress of anarchy, but the restoration of 
all the potentates and interests which Iiadbcen subverted by the French anus, 
and the closing ofthe great schism between the Greek and Catliohc Churches, 
which had so long divided tlie Christian world He went even so far as to 
contemplate the union of the Catholics and Protestants, the stilling of all the 
controv crsics which distracted the latter body, and the assemblage of the fol- 
low ers of Christ, of w hate> er denomination, under tbe banners of one Catiiolic 


reveries of Condorcet(21. 

ch»r«mr The troops thus brought against the Republicans, thougli very 
different from the soldiers of Eylau and Borodino, were still for- 
midablc by their discipline, their enthusiasm, and their stubborn 
valour. Their cavalry, indeed, was poorly equipped, and Iheir artillery in- 
ferior m skill and science to that of the brencli, but their infantry , strong, 
hardy and resolute, y lelded to none in Europe m the energy and obstinacy so 
essential to military success. Field-marshal Suwarrow, who commandeu 
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them, mid now assumed the gouernl direction of the allied army, thongli the 
singnlarily of lii<; manner and the extravagance of his ideas in some particulars 
have detracted, in the estimation of foreigners, from his M cll-earned repu- 
tation, was yfcl unquestionahly one of the most remarkable generals of the 
Iasi ago. Impetuous, enthusiastic, and impassioned, brave in conduct, in- 
vincible in resolution, endowed with the confidence and ardour wliich 
constitute the soul of the conqueror, without the vigilance or foresight which 
arc requisite to the general, he was belter calculated to sweep over the world 
with the fierce tempest of Scythian war, than conduct the long and cautious 
contests which civilised nations maintain with each other. Ilis favourite 
weapon was the bayonet, his system of war incessant and vigorous allaclc, 
and his great advantage the impression of superiority and invincible power 
which a long course of success under that method had taught to his soldiers. 
The first orders he gave to General Chaslclar, chief of the staff to the Impe- 
rialists, were singularly characteristic, both of his temper of mind and system 
of tactics. That general having proposed a rcconnoissance, the marshal an- 
swered warmly, “ llcconnoissance 1 I am for none of them ; they arc of no use 
hut to the timid, and to inform the enemy that you are approaching. It is 
never difficult to find your opponents when you really wish it. Form column ; 
charge bayonets; plunge into the centre of the enemy; these arc my rccon- 
noissanccs;” words which, amid some exaggeration, unfold more of the real 
genius of war than is generally supposed (I). 

Fearless and imtictuous in conversation as action, the Russian veteran 
made no secret of the ultimate designs with Avhich his imperial master had 
entered into the war. To restore every thing to the stale in Avhich it was 
before the French Revolution broke out; to overturn the new republics, 
re-establish, without exception, the dispossessed princes, restrain universally 
the spread .of revolutionary ideas, punish the authors of fresh disturbances, 
and substitute for the cool policy of calculating interest a frank, generous, 
disinterested system, Avas the only Avay, he constantly maintained, to put 
doAA’n cfl'cclually the Gallic usurpation. The Austrian olliccrs, startled at such 
novel ideas, carefully reported them to the cabinet of Vienna, Avbcre they 
excited no small disquietude. To expel the French from IhcAA'hole Italian 
peninsula, and, if possible, raise up an effectual barrier against any future 
incursions in that quarter from their ambition, Avas, indeed, a favourite object 
of their policy; but it AA'as no part of Ibeir designs to sanction a univ’crsal 
restitution of the possessions acquired since the commencement of the AA'ar, 
or exchange the distant and rebellious provinces of Flanders for the rich and 
submissive Venetian territories adjoining the Hereditary Slates, and afford- 
ing them at all limes a secure entrance into the Italian plains. Hence a secret 
jealousy and distrust speedily arose belAvecn the coalesced PoAvers, and ex- 
perienced observers already began to predict, from the very rapidity of the 
success with Avbich their arms AA'cre at first attended, the evolution of such 
causes of discord as aaouW ultimately lead to the dissolution of the con- 
federacy (2). 

The plan of operations concerted between the Archduke and Suwarrow AA^as 
to separate entirely the French armies of SAvilzcrland and Italy, and to com- 
bine the movements of the two allied armies by the conquest of the Italian 
Alps, Lombardy, and Piedmont, in order to penetrate into France on its most 
defenceless side by the Vosges mountains and the defiles of the Jura, the 


(l) .lom. xi. 2GI, 2G2. Dnm. i 173. Ujiril. -vil. 
213, 219. 


(2) Hard. \ii. 220. 
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<511110 qnuler on wlucli the great ima'sion of 1814 vas afterwards effcclcd It 
w as on this ]ii inciple tlial tlicy maintnincd so \ igoroiis a contest under Belle- 
girdc and llotzc, hi the Nat-lciantmc and Gnsons, and 1 j\ their successes 
the right wing of Slasstiia was forced to retire, the Imperialists were inter- 
posed in a salient angle between the Repuhlican armies, and the one thrown 
Inck on the line of the Po, the other on that of the Aar f1) 

^Jorcau succeeded Shercr in the command of the army of Italy it 
romi Md of this momentous crisis lie found it reduced, hy sickness and the 
sword, to Iw enty -eight lliousind comhitants, and, after a vain 
attempt to maintain the line of the Oglio, the troops retired towards 
Milan, leasing tlic immense mihlary stores and reserve nrtillcrj parks at 
Cremona to the Conquerors, while a bridge equipage, which was descending 
the Mincio from Mantua, with a \ic\v to gam the waters of the Po, also fell 
into the hands of (he Imperialists (2) 

H Moreau finding himself cut olT from Ins connexion with Massena 

Hnuu'* ’P the Alps, and being unable to face ihe Allies m the plain of 
lombardj, resolved to retire towards the mountains of Genoa, m 
order to facilitate Ills junction with Macdonald, who had rcccired orders to 
evacuate the Parthenopcian republic, and retire upon the Apennines Mantua 
was invested, and all the frontier towns of the Ci«a!pmc republic were aban- 
doned to Ihcir own resources Soon after, Peschiera was earned by assault, 
Apruo Terrara besieged, and Brescia summoned Kray, to wliom the right 
wing was intrusted, earned the latter town wiihout opposition, and the gar- 
rison, eleven hundred strong, which had retired into the castle, soon after 
surrendered at discretion The French now retired behind the hno of the 
Adda, a rapid stream, whuh, descending from the like of Lecce, runs m a 
deep and swift torrent, over a surficeof twcnij-fourleigues, to IhoPo Tho 
right hank is almost every where so lofty as to command the left, and Iho 
bridges at Lccco, Cassana, I odi, and Pizzighitonc arc defended either by 
- forlihed towns or strong tetcs^df^ponl On the 23th April the Allies ap- 
j proached tins formidable line, and a sharp skirmish ensued between tlie 
Russians, under Prince RvcnvTnioN, destined to meet a glorious death on the 
field of Borodino, ind the I rench, before the w ills of Lecco, in which the 
former w ere repulsed commencing thus a contest w Inch w as iiev er destined 
to be finally extinguished till the Russian standards waved on the heights of 
Montmartre (o) 

Suwarrow now left twenty thousand men, under Kray, to besiege 
PcseVnera and Wockade Mantua, and prepared to lotce tVicpiS'vagw 
seToss of the Adda To frustrate this intention, Moreau accumulated his 
>. 'rrtlci troops in masses on that part of the river which seemed chiefly 
threatened But while actively engaged in tins design, the Austrian division 
of General Olt succeeded m throwing a bridge, during the night, at Irezzo, 
and before morning his whole troops had crossed over to the right, while, at 
the same time, ^^llkassowlcll surprised the passage at Bnvio The french 
line was thus divided into three parts, and Serruner’s division, eight thou- 
sand strong, which formed the extreme left, was not onlj cut off from an 
support, but cv cn from rcceiv ing my orders from the remimder of the army 
The divisions of Ott and Zoph commenced a furious attack on Greniers 
division, and after a brave resistance, drove it back towards Milan, with the 
loss of two thousand four hundred men, including eleven hundred pn- 
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soners, -while Sernirier, ayIiosc division was entirely isolated by the passage 
of Wulcassowich at Ih ivio, took post at Yerderio, in a strong position, deter- 
mined to defend himself to the last extremity. Guillet, with the brigade 
under his orders, Avho was returning from the Yaltcline, escaped destruction 
by embarking on the lake of Como, steering for Menagio, and making his 
Avay to the lake of Lugano by the bcanlifiil valley Avhich leads from that place 
to Porlezza. By remaining in his position at Yerderio while the Allied army 
orsmuricr advaucing, Serrurier necessarily was soon enveloped by their 
wiii. 7000 columns ; evincing thus rather the courage of a soldier who disdains 
ApHi jg. to retreat, than the conduct of an ofiicer v.-ho knows how to extri- 
cate his men from difficulties, lie was soon surrounded on alt sides by the 
Imperialists; and, after an honourable resistance, finding his retreat cut olf, 
and the assailants triple his own force, laid down his arms with seven thou- 
sand men. At the same time, Mclas carried the icte-de-poiU at Cassano, and 
pursued the fugitives withsuch vigour that he passed the bridge pell-mell with 
them, and pushed on before niglil to Corgonzelo, on the road to Milan (1). 

Su\\ arrow The situation of the French was now in the highest degree critical. 
in tihilnph!' In these engagements they had lost above eleven thousand men, 
and could now, even Avith all the reinforcements which they received, hardly 
muster in their retreat twenty thousand to meet the great army of the Allies, 
above sixty thousand strong, which Avas adA-ancing in pursuit. In these disas- 
trous circumstances, Jlilan Avas abandoned, and the army AvithdraAvn behind 
April jg. the Ticino. SuAv'arrow, the same day, made his triumphal entry 
into that capital, amidst the transports of the Catholic and aristocratic parly, 
and the loud applause of the multitude, who greeted him Avith the same 
acclamations Avhich They had lavished, on a similar occasion, on Napoleon 
three years before. The Republican army, having left a garrison of Iavo thou- 
sand men in the castle, moved sloAvly in two columns toAvards Turin, in deep 
dejection, and hca\'ily burdened Avith the numerous families compromised 
by the Revolution, Avho noAV pursued their mournful Avay towards the fron- 
tiers of France (2). 

Morcmi Nothing noAV remained to Moreau but to retire to such a position 
Air^rnthia might cnablc him to rally to his standards the yet unbroken 
and Turin, gvrny Avliich i^Iacdouald Avas bringing up from the south of the 
peninsula. For this purpose he divided his forces into Iavo columns, one of 
Avhich, under his own command, escorting the parks of artillery, the baggage, 
and military chest, look the road of Turin, Avhilc the other, consisting of the 
divisions of Yiclor and Laboissiere, moved loAA'ards Alexandria, with a vieAv 
to occupy the defdes of the Bochetta and the approaches to Genoa. Having 
effected the evacuation of the tOAvn and the arsenal, provided for the defence 
May of the citadel, in which he left a garrison of three thousand men, 

under General Fiorilla, and secured the communications AA'ith the adjacent 
passes of the Alps, the French general moved the remainder of his army into 
the plain belAveen the Po and the Tanaro, at the fopt of the northern slope 
and principal debouches of the Apennines, Avhere fliey encircle the bay of 
Genoa and join the Maritime Alps. This position, extending only oyer a front 
of four leagues, supported on the right by Alexandria, and on the left by 
Valence, aflbrding the means of manoeuA'ring either on the Bormida or the 
Po, and covering at once the roads from Asti to Turin and Coni (5j, and those 

(1) Th. X. 284. Join. xi. Q7G> 278. Bum. i.'112. (3) Join. xi. 280. 284- Hi. x. 286, 287. Duin. i 

Sl.-Cjr, i. l9i, 199. Arch. Cli. i. 230, 231. 141, 142. St.-Cyr, i. 2J0, 203. _ 

( 2 ) Arch. Ch. 1.3.'',, 30. Th. x. 2SG . Join. xi. 278, 
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from AcquI Jo Mzza and Sa\ona, was bellcr adapted than any other (hat couJd 
ln>c been selected to cnaWe the Republicans to maintam their footing m 
Italy, until they were reinforced by the army of Macdonald, or received 
assistance from the interior of France, 
lutfhrrh* Ma«;Icrofall the plain ofLomhardy, and at the head of an over- 
'vhclmmg force, Suwarrow/lidtiot evince that activity m pursuing 
sgwirrow j),c broicji rcmaijis of bis adversary tvIjicIj mighi have been ei- 
peeled from the general vigour of bis character. For above a weeh he gave 
liimsclf lip to festivities at Milan, while an army hardlj a third of his own wtis 
. ......nfr rnhimns. before lum. At length, finding his 


At the same lime Orel, ^u^l, .. ^ ■ 

Allies, With a hundred pieces of cannon, twenty gun-boats, a siege equipage, 
and immense stores of ammunition and provisions, an advantage which 
enabled Kray to draw closer the blockade of Manlna, and dispatch Ilohen- 
. . : ■ ‘ ''f the rasilc of Milan On tho 9 lh the Allies 


' * • ; . ‘ 1 tho I‘o *111(1 till/ iu. - 

I • '« . ' cd his right from Kovi to 

* • • . • . ' • imunicalions with Genoa 

^ J to mask Jus real design, 

which was to cross the lu, tuiu .w. , him to a general ami de- 

cisive action 

The right, or southern bank of the Po, from the junction of the 
r“" Tanaro to Valence, is more lofty than the Dorihcrn, vvhicli ]s low, 
marshy, and approachable only on dykes. Somclai^ islands op* 
erwi"* nositc Mugarouc having afforded facilities for the passage, Rosen- 
berg * ’ ' ons directed against S’alencc, 

was >t to cross it in that quarter. 

In the night 01 me ixu>, ..v men across the principal arm 

into a wooded island, from whence they shortly passed over, some by swim- 
Ji ming, others by wading, with the water up to their armpits, and 
f * , v,llo"cof Mugarone. Moreau no sooner heard of ibis 

, ■ I ^ . • " ’ — nrtint (he 


CoTiS(autine, dciendeu iiiciiis(.iV»... ■ . ' ' ' 

nation; assailed on every side, and lorn to pieces by a murderous hk *-1 
grape-shot, they were driven back, first into the island, tlien across to the 
northern bank, with the Joss of eight hundred killed and wounded, four 
pieces of cannon, and seven hundred prisoners No sooner was Suwarrow 
informed of the first success of Roscnbeig’s attack, than he pushed forward 
ttto divisions to support liim, while another was advanced towards Marengo 
to effect a diversion; but the bad success of the enterprise, whicJi failed 
because it was not combined with sufficient support at the first (2), rendered 
it necessary that they should be recalled, and the Allied army was concen- 
trated anew in the intrenched camp of Garofalo 
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n"(iofi.c“ same instant that tins ^Yas passing in "one quarter, Siwar- 

varrow'i’n.i S.-Juliaiio, AviiU the design of crossing the' 

More.-,.. Po near Casa Tenia, and inarching upon Sesia. This attempt was not 
Si'a. attended Avith decisive success. A warm action ensued between the 
division of Yictor and the Russian advanced guard, nine lliousand strong, 
under the orders of Generals Bagrathion and Lusignan. Victory was long 
doubtful, and although the French were at length forced to retreat under 
shelter of the cannon of Alexandria, the demonstration led to no serious im- 
pression at the time on the position of the Republican general (-I). 

Jiorcau at ' Tifcd witli ihc unsatisfactory nature of these manoeuvres, Suwar- 
t^ail't^tho row resolved to march with the bulk of his forces upon Turin, 
A^onnuici' whcrc tlic vust magazines of artillery' and military stores of the 
.mti Turin. French army were assembled, in the hope that, by reducing its 
citadel, and occupying the plains of Piedmont to the foot of the Alps, the po- 
sition of Moreau on the Po and the Tanaro might be rendered no longer ten- 
able, from the interruption of its cbmmunications with France.. By a singular 
coincidence, not unusual in war, at the very time that the Russian marshal 
was adopting this resolution, Moreau had resolved, on his part, to retire by 
Asti, upon Turin and Coni, and, abandoning the line of the Apennines, con- 
centrate his forces for the preservation of his communication with the Alps. 
Invincible necessity had compelled Jiim to adopt this retrograde movement. 
Great part of Piedmont Avas in a state of insurrection ; a large body of peasants 
had recently occupied Ceva, another had made themselves masters of Mon- 
doA*i, Avhich closed the principal line of retreat for the army, the sole one 
then practicable for artillery and carriages. The recent success of the Rus- 
sJoy ' 0 - sians towards Alexandria led him to believe that the av eight of their 
force Avas to be moved in that direction, and that he would soon be in danger 
of having his communications Avilh France cut oIT. Influenced by these con- 
siderations, he detached the division of Victor, Avithout artillery or baggage, 
by the mountain paths, toAvards Genoa, in order to maintain the crest of the 
Apennines, and reinforce, Avlien necessary, the army of Macdonald, Avhich 
was approaching from Naples, Avhilc he himself, having first IbroAvn three 
thousand men into Alexandria, retired by Asti toAvards Turin, AA'ith the design 
of maintaining himself, if possible, at Coni, the last fortified place on the Ita- 
lian side of the Alps, until he receiA'^cd the promised reinforcements from the 
interior of France (2). , 

' M,-iy 37. No sooner Avas SuAvarroAV informed of the retreat of Moreau, than 
fu.'pnJtT occupied Valence and Casala, AAdiich had been abandoned by the 
Turin. Republicans, and, after haA’ing moved foi'AA'ard a strong body under 
ScliAAlekoAVSky to form the investment of Alexandria, advanced himself Avith 
the main body of the army tOAvards Turin. Wukassowich, aa’Iio commanded 
the advanced guard, Avith the aid of some inhabitants of the tOAVn Avho favoured 
his designs, surprised one of the gates, and rapidly introducing his troops, 
compelled the Fi’ench to take refuge in the citadel. The fruits of this conquest 
Avere 261 pieces of cannon, eighty mortars, 60,000 muskets, besides an enorm- 
ous quantity of ammunition and military stores, which had been accumulat- 
ing in that city CAmr since the first occupation of Italy by the arms of Napo- 
leon. This great stroke, the success of Avhicli AVas'OAving to the celerity and 
skill of the Russian generals, deprived Mm-eau of all his resources, and ren- 
dered the situation both of his OAvn army and that of Macdonald in the high- 

(1) Join. xi. 296, 297. Dum. i. J46. St.-Cjr, i. 

205. 


(2' Th. X. 291. Uuin. i. 148, 149. J'om. 800, 
30i.^St.-Cyr, i. 206, 208. 44 ^ 
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‘icprce critical At the same time, intelligence an as recen cd of 
^nuI.u tlic fill of the castle of Milan, after four dajs of open trendies, an 
achaiiingc which permitted the dinsion of Ilohenzollcrn to rein- 
force the besieging arinj before Mantua, while the artillery was dispatched to 
Tortona,A%hicln\a8now closely in\cstcd(l) 

Morrsu Unable from these disasters, to maintain Ins ground in the basin 
of Piedmont, Alorcau now thought onlj of regaining his position 


armies into Trance. Tor this purpose he retired to Savighano, haAing first 
moAcd forward an adA anted guard, under UroucliA, to clear tlie road he A\as 
to folloAA, by retaking Mondori and CcAa, into the latter of winch the Aus- 
trians bad succeeded in ihroAAingasmall garrison to support the insurgents 
aaIio had occupied it That general retook MondoAi, but all his cITorts failed 
before the ramparts of CcAa The closing ofihc great road through tins town 
rendered Moreau’s situation apparenilj hopeless SiiwarroAv, with a superior 
force, was close in lus rear, tliconh route practicable for artillery by which 
he eould regain the Apennines was blocked up, and he could not retire bj the 
ColdiTcndo AAithoul abandoning all prospect of rejoining Macdonald, and 
leaving lus army to certain destruction From this desperate sitmtion the 
Uepubheans were extricated by the skill and Aigour of their general, aided 
by the resources of Guilleminot and the engineer corps under Ins directions 
Il«rflr»i r ' • . • • •• ’ * /- , « 

<iv«r » . 


dered practirohle for artillery and chariots, and as soon as tins aa as done, the 
blockade of CcAa was raised, three thousand men Avcrc throAAn as a garrison 
into Com, AAlncIi was abandoned to its own resources*, and the remainder of 
Still em the armj , after a strong tear-guard bad been posted at Muriallo to 
COA er the passage, defiled o\ er the narroAA and rocky path, and ar- 
tnouawins riAcd in Safety at Loano, on the southern side of the mountains bo 
sooner were they arrived there than they formed ajunctionAAith\iclor, aaIio 
had successful!) accomplished his retreat by Acqui, Spigno, andDigo, and 
occupied all the passes leading loAvards Genoa OAcr the Apennines, ^lC(or 
A\as intrusted with the important post of Ponlremoli, Avliile the other di\i- 
sions placed Ihemsehes on the crest of the mountains from Loano to theBoc- 
chetta (2) 

suwirrow SuwarroAA, on being informed of the retreat of Moreau from the 
plain of Piedmont, spread lus troops over its rich surface, and up 
glens winch run from thence into the heart of the Alps The 
Russian diA isions entered into the beautiful a alleys of Suza, St -Jean 
de Alaunenne, and Aosta Frinlich pushed lus odAanced posts to the neigh- 
bourhood of Coni, Pigncrol capitulated, Suza surrendered at discretion and 
the ad\anccd posts of the Allies cAcry where appearing on the summit of the 


Itself master of Ferrara ; that a flotilla from \emce had surprised liaAtniu, 


(2) loin II 30T 303 TU x 
4$ uiiai 1 (T« irr 


(I) Jom »I 303 305 Dum i 152, 153 TU > 
292 Arcli Cb it 45 
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.mill nil iiKiirrcclioii linil broken out in the inoiiiitniiioiis parts of Tnsenny niid 
the Ecclesiastical States, wliicli tlireatciicd .\iicoiia, and liad already MTcslcd 
Arezro and Eucca from tlio Uepnhliean dominions (I), 

nionlhs after the opening of the Campaign 
"r.’r 5 ‘,'r 7 hc the Frencli' standards Averc driven hack to the siini- 

MwV ' ‘^niit of the Alps; the whole plain of l.omhardy was regained, with 
the exception of a few of its strongest fortresses; the conqncsis of Napoleon 
had been lost in less lime than it had taken to make them; and the Uepnh- 
licaii armies, divided and dispirited, were rcdiiecd to a painful and hazardous 
defence of their own frontiers, instead of carrying the thunder of their vic- 
torious arms over the Italian reninsiila. A hundred thousand men were 
spread over the pl.ain of Lombardy, of whom forty thousand were grouped 
under Siiwarrow round Turin (2). History has not a more brilliant or decisive 
series of triumphs to record; and they demonstrate on how flimsy and in- 
secure a basis the rreiich dominion at that period rested; how much it was 
dependent on the genius and .activity of a single individual; how inadequate 
the revolutionary government was to the long-continued and sustained eflbrls 
Avhich were requisite to maintain the contest from their oiiai resources; .and 
how easily, by a combined cfl'ort of .all the powers at that critical period, 
avhen Napoleon was absent, and time .and avisdom had not consolidated the 
conquests of demncr.acy, they might h.avc been wrested from tbeir grasp, and 
the peace of Europe established on an equitable foundation. Hut, notwith- 
standing all their reverses, the Europe.an governments were not .as yet suffi- 
ciently aavakened to the dangers of their .situation; Prussia still kepi aloof in 
dubious ncuir.ality; Russia avas not irrevocably engaged in ihcLcausc; and 
Great Hritain, as yetconUningbcr efforts to the subsidizing of other poavers, 
had not descended as <a principal into the field, or begun to pour forth, on 
hand at least, those streams of blood avhich avere destined to be sbed before 
the great struggle avas brought to a termination. 

These successes, great as they avere, avere yet not such as might have been 
achlea'cd, if the J{u.‘:sian general, neglecting all minor considerations, and 
blockading only the greater fortresses, had vigorously folloaaed up avilh his 
ovenahelming force the retreating .army of the Republicans, and driven it 
oa'cr the Maritime Alps. Un.ablc to aa-ilbsland so formidable an assailant, they 
must haa'c retired avitbin the French frontier, leaving not only iMantua .and 
Genoa, but the army avhich occupied the Neapolitan territory, to its fate. This 
bold and decisia-e plan of operations aaaas such as suited the ardent character 
of the Russian general, and avhich, if left to himself, he avould unquestionably 
hiave adopted ; but bis belter judgment aaais overruled by the cautious policy 
of the Aulic Council, who, above all things, avere desirous to secure a fortified 
frontier for its Venetian acquisitions, and compelled him, much against bis 
avill, to hall in the midst of the career of victory, and besiege in form the 
fortresses of Lombardy. Something was no doubt gained by their reduc- 
tion ( 5 ); but not to be compared aailh aahat might have been expected if an 
overaa’helming mass had been interposed belaveen the French armies, and 
the conquerors of Naples had been compelled to lay doavn their arms be- 
tween the Apennines and the Po (4). 

(1) Jom, ici. 310. 315. Duni, i. ITG. 173. Arcli. very persons vlio arc most intcrcslccl in their sue* 

Ch.ii.4G.48. ' ' cess. Km from applauding the brilliant timinphs 

rs) Arcli. Cb. ii. 47. of our arms, ibe cursed caJjinel of Vicniia seeks 

(3) Arch. eh. ii. 47, 48. Hard. ^ii. 248i 249. only lo retard their march. It insists thal our great 

(4) A Russian onitcr of ftuwarrow’s staff at this Stiworrow should divide his and direct it at 

luncturc wrote id Count Rostopchin atSl.-Pclcrsburg: once to se^ eral points, %\liich Mill save Moreau fiom 
—"Our glorious operations ere tbtrarlcd those eolnl destruction, TJiai cabinet, fears a too 
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at Naples in tlie first fenour of revolutionary success, had been imohcd m 
tliosc consequences, tlia invariable attendant on a sudden concession of 
posver to the people, spoliation of the rich, misery among the poor, and 
inextricable embarrassment in the finances of the state. In truth, the Direc- 
tory, pressed hy extreme pecuniary difficulties, looked to nothing so much 
in their conquests as indemnifying thcmsoivcs for the expenses of Ihcir ex- 
peditions, and imanably made it the first condition tsith all the revolu- 
- j •-.«« fiipv ostoblislicd, that they should pay the expenses of 

lyj . I ■ • ■ • 

mocratic ascendency in Naples were found to he bitter In me exiitun-; -• 
Bucccsslvc contributions of tnelve and fifteen millions of francs on the ca^ 
pital and provinces, of which mention has already been made, excited the 
dissatisfaction, which was greatly increased soon after by the expe- 

|. . 5 ‘ ^ nrrtvi- 

gencral alarm 5 tho JacoDiii uuus spcvuuj wv^uu J. - ' • ' 

terror of revolutionary times, tfic national guard totally failed in producing 
oCT/Mont force, white (he confiscation of the church property, and the 


opprw^aa RulTo, in Galahno, succeeded in cxemng a leiuii, uuu 4i.u , a 
Frenciw llcld au army, fifteen thousand strong, composed of the descendants 
of the Bruttians and Lucanians, while another insurrection, hardly less for- 
midable, broke out in the province of Apulia. Cut these tumultuary bodies, 
imperfectiv armed and totally undisciphoed, were unable to withstand the 
veteran t . . .• ; • • . ' ► iv ... 

of tbelaf ■ ■ . • ■ . 

great slai . ■ . ■ * . ■ • 

tack on ■ . . ’ ’ ■ 

couraged by this success, marched into Apuiu, vmuuc lua ..... 
greatly augmented, and lie was reinforced by some tegular troops dispatched 
from Sicily <\\. 

■. • ■ . .V ,w„,ons, 
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Italy, broke out into insurrection in every quarter. Dubcsnie left Apulia in 
open revolt, and bad a constant tight to maintain before be reached Capua; 
a few hundred English landed at Salerno, and, aided by the peasantry, ad- 
Ti,m.pi. vanced to Vietri and Castcllo-inare; •while the insurgents of the 
nXini!'iu. Roman and Tuscan states, becoming daily more audacious, intcr- 
XTyWliic rupted all the communications with the north of Italy. Nolwith- 
wiiK. standing these menacing circumstances, Macdonald ctTcctcd his 
retreat in the best order, and without sustaining any serious loss. He arrived 
at Rome on the lUlh, where he reinforced bis army by the divisions of Gre- 
nier, continued bis route by Acquapendente to Florence, where he rallied 
Mny to his standards the divisions of Gauthier aud Montrichard, who 
wore in the environs of Pistoia and Rologna, and established his headquarters 
at Lucca in the cud of May. The left wing, composed of the Polish division 
■ Hombrowsky, took post at Carzana and Aula; the centre occupied the great 
road from Florence to Pistoia, the right, tlic high road to Bologna, and all the 
passes into the Modena, with an advanced guard in the city of Bologna 
itself (1). 

ncrntrrs 111 tliis situation, Moreau and Macdonald were in open communi- 
nmnirXn calioii; Olid it was concerted between them that the chief body of 
"i>h Mo^ united forces should be brought to bear upon the Lower Po, 

roiic’rrts .^yiiii ^ vicw to thrcatcu the communications -of the Allies, disen- 
mm. gage Mantua, and compel their retreat from the plain of Lombardy. 
For’ this purpose it was agreed that Macdonald should cross the Apcnuincs 
and advance towards Torlona; his right resting on the mountains, his left on 
the right bank of the Po, while jMorcaii, debouching by the Bochetta, Gavi, 
and .Serravallp, should move into the plain of that river. As the weight of the 
contest would in this view fall upon the former of these generals, the divi- 
sion of Victor, which formed the eastern jiart of Moreau’s army, was placed 
under his orders, and a strong division directed to descend the valley of the 
Trebbia in order to keep up the communication between the two armies, 
and support cither as occasion might require (2). • 

posit.on or The position of the allied armies, Avlicii these formidable prepara- 
tlir Allies at lions Avere making lo dislodge them from llieir conquests, were as 
turc. follows : Kray, who commanded the whole forces on the Lower Po, 
bad .24,000 men under his orders, of whom one-half ^^ere engaged in the 
siege of Mantua', while 3,000 under Ilohenzollern, had been dispatched lo 
cover Jlodena, and 0,000, .under Olt, watched the mouth's of the lateral val- 
leys of the Taro and the Trebbia; The, main body of the army, consisting of 
the divisions Zoph, Kaim, and the Russians, amounting lo 28,000 men, was 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Turin, with its advanced posts pushed 
into the entrance of the Alpine valleys. Frcplich, Avilh 0,000 men, observed 
- Coni' WukassoAvich, with 3,700, occupied Mondovi, Ceva, and Salicello; 
Lusi^nan Avilh 5,000 combatants, blockaded Fenestrelles ; Bagrathion, 
■with^a- detachment of 1,300 men, was posted in Gezanna, and the Col di I’A- 
sielta; Schwiekouslcy, Aviih 0,000, men, blockaded Torlona and Alexandria; 
the corps of Count Bcllegarde, 13,000 strong, detached from the Tyrol, -n as 
• advancing from Como lo form the siege of these Iavo fortresses ; Avlnle tliat ol 
' Iladdick, amounting to fqurteen-thousand bayonets, Avliich formed the com- 
munication belAveen the rear of the army and the left Aving of the Archduke 


(1) Th. X. 297. Join. xi. 33^ 341. Dum, j. 154, (2) Arch. Cli. ij. 49. 'Jom. xi. 341, 342. Th. x. 

15S. , ' 299. ' ■ ' \ 
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(Jiarlr*, prrpinug lo pcnclralc Into the VnlaU liy the Simplon and the 
j»a*^ofkSuiriisrn(l). 

Tlm<, tlinngli the Allies had o^o^c n hundred thousand men In 
*hp lirhl, tlioj could hnriHy a<scinhlc ihirtj ihousind men atony 
. 1.^1 « one point; «o Immcnscl) had they extended llicinschcs o\cr the 
phius of I^mhirdj, and so ohsttintcly had the Anhe Council ndliercd to the 
old <s)4t( m of rsfildi'luns a cordon of troops all o^cr the territory which 
they orcupird. Tlil' \asi ihspcrsion of force was attended with httlc danger 
ns Ion? ns the slnllcrcd nrmy of Morcan nlone svns in the field ; hut the ca>c 
was widely dilTirenl when it was supported hy lldriy-fise llionsand frc»h 
iroojx, pn pnred to penetrate into the centre and most tmprotccted part of 
ihcir line. Had Macdnmld heeji nhle lo push on as rapidly from I lorcncc as 
he had done in arriMiigat tint phre, lie might liasccrnshcd Ihcdnisionsof 
Klcmu, HolunxoHorn, and Ott, heforc ilic^ eoiihi possibly hi)c heen suc- 
, .. I r ■ 1 •* r ‘ ' I c ’ . i ■ • • • c 

• . . . ; : . [ 
assemble a snilicicnt body of men to resist tlie attack at the incmccd point (2) 
yiacdonald, having at lengili completed hi? preparations, raised 
his camp in the ncighlHmrliood of Pisloiaon the 7tli June, With an 
anny, 'including \ictor’5 division^ of ihiriy-scsen tliousand men, 
ui'rmiu imrchcd acros-* the Apennines loJlologna llohcnroilcfn, who 
»•»* commanded in itic Modena, withdrew his jiosts into the town of * 
Modena, where he was altackcil in n few days, nnd, after a bloody engage- 
incnl, drlscii out wtlli tlie loss of lificcn liundrcd men Had the right wing 
of the Itepuhiicans punciually executed Ins instructions, and occupied the 
road to herrnra durlug (be combat round the town, tbc whole of Hie Impe- 
rialists would bale bi.cn made priaoncrs ImmeJialetv after fliia success, 
Macdonald advanced to i‘arma, driving the. Imperial cavalry before him, 
while Oil, who was stationeil at the cntranccoflhe valley of Hie Taro, seeing 
that his retreat was in dinger of being cut off, rc'iired lo Placentia, leaving 
the roid open to ^ ictor, V'ho ujion that dolmiiclicd entirely from the \j>cn- 
inncs, aticl cIToclcd hi^ junction with Sfacdonaltl-'al TJorgoim Denino, e’n- 
lircly to the north of tlie mountains On the day following, Plarcnlia was 
occupied hy the Hcjmhlicans, and their whole army established in the ncigh- 
bonrhood of lint city (oj .* 

Abie.nd Ao sooncr.was bdwarrow informed of the appearance of Mac- 
d'onafi/'‘s army in Tuscany, than ftc atfopteef ffie same CnergeCnr 
resolution by w Inch Napolion had repuhed the attack of Wur?mcr 
su°w,rr<iw q,, Ujc Adigc ilirco > carsbcforc AH Ins adv anceUpoSls in Piedmont 
■were recalled, the brigade of Lusignan, near Fcncslrellcsr tho divisions 
Frirlich, Bagrailiion and Scliw ickousky began ihcir march on the same day 
for the general rendezvous at Asil, and hray received orders instantly to 


(n Ani Ch 1| 48 49 Jooi si 543, 841 
Dotn . 160 182 I8S TU s f7,298 
(a) Til s 298i299 Dnin,i> 1$4» 1S5 •'<wi zt. 


(3)Afc}> Ch II 51,52 SuCyr, f 2tS 2(4 
Dbib ) 191,192 3&m. SI 346 349 ' 
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wore provisioned, a great inticnehed camp formed near the IClc-de-pont of 
Valence, and all the stores recently captured, not necessary for the siege of 
the citadel, removed from Turin, lly these means the Allied army was rapidly 
1 cassemhlcd, and on the doth June, although Kray ■with the troops from 
Slaniua had not yet arrived, thirty thousand infantry and six thousand ca- 
valry were encamped at Garofalo, on the ground they had occupied six 
weeks before (1). 

The l\\o The intelligence of Suwarrow’s approach induced Macdonald to 

ol,'X' concentrate his forces; but, nevertheless, he flattered himself with 

Trebw.. ),Qpg succeed in overwhelming Ott before ho 

could be supported by the succours which were advancing. Three torrents, 
flowing parallel to each other, from the Apennines to the Po, intersected the 
plain occupied by the Krcnch army; the Nura, the TninmiA, and the Tidonc. 
The bulk of the Ilcpublican forces were on llie Nura; the divisions Victor, 
Dombrowsky, and Rusca, were in advance on the Trebbia, and received 
orders to cross it, in order to overwhelm the Austrian division stationed 
Juno i;. behind the Tidonc. For this purpose, early on the morning of the 
f7lh, they passed both the Trebbia and the Tidonc, and assailed the Impe- 
rialists with such vigour and superiority of force, that they were speedily 
driven back in great disorder; but Suwarrow, aware, from the loud sound of 
the cannonade, of what was going forward, dispatched Chastellar with the 
advanced guard of the main army, which speedily re-established affairs. By 
"degrees, as their successive troops came up, the superiority passed to the side 
of the Allies ; the Austrians rallied, and commenced a vigorous attack on the 
division of Victor, while the Russian infantry, under Bngrathion, supported 
rilliVri'siw die left of the Imperialists. Soon after, Dombrowsky, on the left, 
nation iiifro. havliig brouglu up his Polish division by a sudden charge, captured 
eight pieces of cannon, and pushed forward to Caramel; but at this critical 
moment, Suwarrow ordered a charge in flank by Prince Gortschakoff, with 
two regiments of Cossacks and four battalions, while Ott attacked them in 
front. This movement proved decisive; the Poles were broken, and fled in 
disorder over the Tidonc. Meanwhile the right of the Republicans, composed 
of Victor’s division, withstood all the ctforls of Bagralhion, and was advanc- 
ing along the Po to gain possession of the bridge of S. -Giovanni, when the 
rout of Dombrowsky’s division obliged them to retire. This retreat was con-' 
ducted in good order, till the retiring columns were charged in flank by the 
Cossacks, who had overthrown the Poles; in vain the French formed squares, 
and received the assailfints with a rolling fire; they were broken, great part 
cut to pieces, and the remainder fled in disorder over the Trebbia. The Rus- 
sians, in the heat of the pursuit (2), plunged like the Carthaginians of old 
into that classic stream, but they were received with so destructive a fire of 
musketry and grape-shot from the batteries of the main body of the French 
on the other side, that they v.crc forced to retire with gregt loss; and the 
hostile armies bivouacked for the night on the same ground which had been 
occupied nineteen hundred years before by the troops of .Hannibai and the 
Roman legions (5). 


(t) St.-Cyr, i. 2)5,217. Jom.oii. 349, 353. Uum, 
3, 193, Arch. Ch, ii. 55- 

(2) Join. xi. 354. 357. Dum. i. 195, 197. Tli. x. 

300. 301. Arch. CU. ii. 53. r, , , 

(3) U is reninrlvnlilc, ll»nt llic fate of Italy lias 
thrice hccii decided on the same spot; once in the 
liatlle helwcen the Romans and Carlh.aginians, 
ao'ain, in I74G, in that helivecn the Austrians and 
French, and in J799, Jietwcen tlic Frencli and 


Russians. A similar coincidence svill frequently 
again ofccur in llic course ol tliis work, particularly 
at ViUoria, Leipsic, Lutzen, F/curus, and many 
Olliers; a striking proof how permanent are |nu 
operation of the causes, under every %ariely of the 
military art,/whic!i conduct hostile notions, at 
remote periods from each other, to the same fields 
of battle,— Sec Archduke Charles, ii. Cl. The 
author visited this field in l81Sj along with his 
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. Dnnn:; ihr nUlil, *5ui\arroTv Iiratight up nH lih form, and, cncoti- 
rasril l»j tlir M>rrr<s of tlio prcYf«linj' dij, made lih di«posilionj 
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toVanli lil< own riplit, which wni to o«all tint qinrter, his best Infantrj, 
con'ishOR of ilio cinnions Ilaprilhlon and Schwickoinky, under the orders 
of Trlnce Hoscidtcrp. These troops rcrehcd orders to piss the Trchbia, and 
jt*. »» nilsancc hy Sellmio to St Ceotpia, on the ^llra, In order to inter- 
pose l»eiwccn the ! renrh left and the tnounlahis Mclas comminded the 
centre, supported lij n powerful resene under Krirluli ; while Olt, with a 
small corps, formed the left, and wascstahhshed on the high-road to Pheen- 
tin, rather to prcscnc the cnmmunlcition wllli Us castle, tlian to take any 
acihc part in the engigetnent. The day was the anniversary of the battle of 
holm; and buwarrow, to stidiulatc llic ardour of the Austrians; gave for 
the watchword, ** Theresa and Knlin,” while the general instructions to the 
army were to combat in large masses, and as much as possible with the 
Inyoncl (1). 

rnii* Macilonahl, who intended to have delayed the battle ItU the day 
following, had only the divisions Victor, Domhrowsky, andRiisca, 
hngide of Salm, In position on the Trehhia j tliosc of Ohvicr 
traurfdtr ' and llontnrlmrd could not arrive m line hit noon, A furious action 
commenced at sis o’clock, lictwccn the troops of Ragralluon and Tietor’s 
division, which formed the extreme left of the French and rested on tlic 
mountains The French general, seeing he was to he attacked, crossed llie 
Trchhii, and advanced against the enemy. A Moody battle ensued on the 
ground intersected hy the Torridclla, till at length, towards evening, the 
steady valour of the Itussians prevailed, and tlic llcpuhhcans were driven back 
with great slaughter over the Trchbia, followed by tlie Allies, who advanced 
as far as Sctiimo On the French right, Salm’s division, env eloped by supe- 
rior forces, retreated with (lifilcully across the river. In the middle of the 
day, the divisions of Olivier and Monlrichard arrived to support the centre*, 
but tlioiigb tlicy-gaincd at first a slight advantage, nothing decisive occurred, 
and at the approach of night they retired at all points over the Trcbhia, 
wlucb again formed the line of separation bclw cen tbo hostile armies f2). 

out with fatigue, tho troops, on both sides, lay down round 


of Rosenberg alone Ind crossed the stream, and reached Seltimo, in tho rear 
of the t reneb lines; but disquieted by its separation from the remainder of 


w lUioul distinguishing, on friends and foes, and the extraordinary spectacle 


talnej fr «tid C«nUin Basil IbU i Ihe bps* oil*® 
iLousand Tear* had altered none of the f«Hires 
described by the graphic pen of 1 iry 


(1) Arch Cli tl 51 Jom 338 359 Dum 1 . 
S9S iST Tb X 303 

(2) Th X 302 303 Dum I I9T. 198 »' 

360 361 Arch Ch 11 54 
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^vas exhibited of a nocturnal combat by moonlight, by hostile bodies up to 
the middle in ^'ater. At length the officers succeeded in putting an end to 
this useless butchery, 1 and the rival armies, separated only by the stream, 
sunk into sleep Avithin a lew yards of each other, amidst the dead and the 
dying (1). 

I'rcpnM- The sun arose for the third time on this scone of slaughter; hut no 
pirli “/for"' disposition appeared on either side to terminate the contest. SuAvar- 
tiir"h/rd reinforced by five battalions and six squadrons, Avhich had 

come up from the other side of the Po, again strengthened his 
right, reneAA'ed to Rosenberg the orders to press vigorously on in that quar- 
ter, and directed Mclas to be ready to support him Avilh the reserve. Hours, 
even minutes, Avere of value ; for the Russian general Avas aAvarc that Sloreau 
had left his position oit the Apennines, that the force opposed to him Avas 
totally inadequate to arrest his progress, and he Avas in momentary expec- 
tation of hearing the distant sound of his cannon in the rear of the army. 
Every thing, therefore, depended on a vigorous prosecution of the advan- 
tages gained on the tAvo preceding days, so as to render the co-operation of 
the Republican armies impossible. On the other hand, Macdonald, having 
juncig. tiOAv collected all his forces, and reckoning on the arrival of Mo- 
reau on the folloAAong day, resolved to resume the ofrcnsivc. His plan AA'as to 
turn at once both flanks of the enemy; a hazardous operation at aM times, 
unless conducted by ix greatly superior army, by reason of the dispersion of 
force Avhich it requires, but doubly so in the present instance, from the risk 
of one of his AA’ings being driven into the Po. The battle Avas to be com- 
menced by Dombrowsky moving in the direction of Niviano to outflank the 
corps of Rosenberg, Avhile Rusca and Victor attacked it in front; Olivier and 
Montrichard Avorc charged Avith the task of forcing the passage of the river in 
the centre; Avhile the extreme right, composed of ibc brigade of Salm and the 
reserve of Watrin, Averc to drive back the Russian left by interposing betAvecn 
it and the river Po (2). 

DcpcrMc Such Avas the fatigue of the men on both sides, that they could 
ti"” Trobbia. not commcncc the action before ten o’clock. Suwarrow at’tbat 
hour, AA’as beginning to put his troops in motion, Avhen the French appeared 
in tAYo lines on the opposite shore of thcTrebbia, Avith the intervals between 
the columns filled with cavalry, and instantly the first line crossed the river 
AA'ith the water up to the soldiers’ arm-pits, and advanced fiercely to the 
attack. Dombrowsky pushed on to Rivallo, and soon outflanked the Russian 
right; and SuAvarrow, seeing the danger in that quarter ordered the division 
Bagrathion to throw back its right in order to face the enemy, and, after a 
v/arm contest, that general succeeded in driving the Poles across the river. 
But that manojuvre having uncovered the flanlc of the division Sclnviekousky, 
it was speedily enveloped by Victor and Rusca, driven back to Gasaleggio, 
and only OAved its safety to the invincible firmness of the Russia^n infantry, 
AA’ho formed square, faced about on all sides, and by an incessant rolling fire 
maintained their ground till Bagrathion, after defeating the Poles, came up in 
their rear, and Chastellar brought up four battalions of the division of Forster 
to attack them in front. The Poles, entirely disconcerted by their repulse, 
remained inactive ; and, after a murderous strife, the French AA'ere over- 
AA'helmed, and Victor and Rusca drh’en, with great loss, oA'cr the Trebbia (5). 

In the centre, Olivier and Montrichard had crossed tlie river, and attacked 

(3) Join. xi. 3G4i 3G5. t , 

301. Ilarcl.vii, 25G, 257 


fl) Join. xi. 362. Th. x. 304. 

(2) Arcli. Ch, ii. 55. Jom. xi. 3G3. Tb. x. 303. 
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iltf \»«lrnn«, iimlcr Mtlas tMlIi such vigour, tint llicj made 
!k>" • *hrm<.i hcA niTitem nf <«>nir pjccr^ of nrUlhrj, and threw llichnn 
' * inlodi*‘Ordcr \lrcndj Montrirhnrdwasndr anting against lliedin- 
! «i r '^ton I nrsirr, in liie tinddlc of llio Iliisshn hue, avlien the I’rinccof 
I ifhlpn'lcln, at the head of the reverse, composed of the flower of the Allied 
arms, who at lint moment SMsdcPiHng towards tlic right to support Selin ic- 
KoiisJv), suddenly fell upon their natik, wlicn already somewhat disordered 
I») siirress, and t!ir< w them into confusiortf ssliich wassoon Increased into a 
defi St hj the hens j fire of I nrstcr on the other side This circumstance dc- 
ridetl itin fite of the das Porster was iioss so far relies ed as to he able to 
snrionr'^nwarrow on the right, while Mehs ss ns supported hy the reserve, 
ssho had been onlcrcd, in the Itrsl moment of alarm, in the same direction 
Prince I ichtenstem now charged the dtsision of Olisier with such fury, tliat 
it was forced to retire across the riser At tlic extreme left of the Allies, 
^\alrm ndsanced, wilhonl inreiing willi any resistance, along tlicPo, but he 
was ultimattlj ohhgcil to retreat, to asonl liemgcnl olT and driscninto the 
Tis cr hj the s iclorious centre Master of the s\ hole left hank of llic ns cr, 
Suwarross maile scseral attempts to pass it hut he was constantly repulsed 
hj the firmncss of the french resenes, and night at length closed on this 
scene of carnage (I) 

tcrrihle hattlc of the Trchhia, tho most obstinately 
*Vi.r ft contested and hlooity whicli had occurred since the commencement 
^ilt/iaB of (he war, since, out of{|itrty«six thousand men in tlio field, the 
• french, in the three days, had lost nhosc twelve thousand in kdlcd 

and wounded, and the Allies nearly as many It shows how mucli more 
fierce and sanguinary the war was destined to hecomc sshen the iron hands 
of Ittissia were brought into tlic field, and liow little all (he advantages of 
skill and cspcncncc as ail, sshen opposed to the indomitable courage and 
heroic salotir of northern slates hut though the losses on both sides were 
nearly equal, the rclalisc situation of the combatants ssas scrydilTcrcniat 
(he termination of the strife Tlic Allies were s iclorious, and soon expected 
great rcmforccmcnls from Ilobcnzollcm and KIcnan, who bad already oc- 
cupied Parma and Modena, and would more than compensate their losses in 
llie field, ssliorcas the llcpublicins had exhausted their last rescrscs, were 
dejected by defeat, and bad no second army to fall back upon in their mis- 
fortunes These considerations determined Macdonald , be decamped during 

Apennines by ibcvallcy oflbcTaro 

Th»<i«a« I arly on the following morning, a despatch was intercepted from 

IMtoTlh* ‘ ' * *’ 1 a j. -1^ 4 

Ir»iK OT»r 

joy, and made them resolve to jnirsuc the enemy with the utmost vigour 
For this purpose, all their divisions were instantly dispatched m pursuit, 
Iloscnbcrg, supported by forstcr, moved rapidly towards ihcNura, while 
Mehs with the divisions Ott and Frcclicli, advanced to Placentia \ictor’s 
division wlnchformedthercar-guardontheNura, was speedily assailed by 
superior forces both in front and flank, and, after a gallant resistance, broken, 
great pari made prisoners, and the remainder dispersed over the mountains 
Mehs onlus side, quickly made himself master of Placentia, where the 
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French wounded, five thousand in numbei, were taken prisoners, including 
the generals Olivier, Rusca, Salrti, and Cambra'y ; and had he not imprudently 
halted the division Froclich at that town, the whole troops of Watrin would 
have fallen into his hands. Macdonald, on the following day, retired to 
Parma, from whence he dislodged Ilohenzollern, and with infinite difficulty 
rallied the remains of his army behind the Larda, Avhere they were reorganized 
June 21 . in three divisions. The melancholy survey showed a chasm in his 
ranks of above fifteen thousand men since crossing the Apennines. At the 
same time, Lapoype, defeated at Casteggio by a Russian detachment, was 
driven from the high-road, and with great pain escaped by mountain paths 
into the neighbourhood of Genoa (1). All the French wounded fell into the 
hands of the Allies ; they made prisoners in all, during the battle and in the 
pursuit, four generals, five hundred and six officers, and twelve thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-eight private soldiers (2). 

The pursuit of SuwarroAV Avas not continued beyond the Larda, in conse- 
quence of intelligence which there reached him of the progress of Moreau. 
Macdonald retired, therefore, unmolested to Modena and Bologna, AA'here he 
repulsed General Ott, Avho made an attack on his army at Sassecolo, and re- 
gained the positions AAdiich it had occupied before the advance to the Trebbia (5). 
Successful effect, the return of SuAA’arrow towards Tortona Avas become 
Satt"o° of" ^Indispensable, and the dangerous situation of matters in his rear 
uorcau° shoAved the magnitude of the peril from which, by his rapid and 
Bellcgnfilc. decided conduct, he had extricated his army. Moreau, on the 16th, 
debouched from the Apennines by Gavi, and moved in tAvo columns towards 
Tortona, at the head of fourteen thousand men. He advanced, hoAvever, Avith 
such circumspection, that on the 18th he had not passed Novi and SerraA'ale; 
and on that day the fate of the Neapolitan army was determined on the banks 
of the Trebbia. Bellegarde, unable with four brigades to arrest his progress, 
retired to a defensive position near Alexandria, leaving Tortona uncovered, 
the blockade of Avhich was speedily raised by the French general. Immediately 
r after, Moreau attacked Bellegarde with forces so immensely superior, that he 
defeated him, after a sharp action, with the loss of fifteen hundred prisoners 
and five pieces of cannon. .The Austrians, in disorder, sought refuge behind 
the Bormida, intending to fall back under the cannon of Valence (i ) ; and Mo- 
reau was advancing tOAvards Placentia, Avhen he was informed of the victory 
of SuwarroAV and the fall of the citadel of Turin. 

Fall of the The vast military stores found by the Allies in the city of Turin, 
Tunn! .enabled them to complete their preparations for the siege of its ci- 
jnne 20 . tadel Avilh great rapidity. A hundred pieces of heavy cannon 
speedily armed the trenches ; forty bombs were shortly after added ; the bat- 
teries Avere opened on the night of the 10th June, and on the 19th the second 
parallel AA’as completed. Night and day the besiegers from that time thundered 
on the Avails from above two hundred pieces of artillery, and such AA’as the 
effect of their fire, that the garrison capitulated Avilhin twenty-four hours 
after, on condition of being sent back to France. This conquest was of im- 
mense importance. Besides disengaging the besieging force of General Kaim, 
AA’hich instantly set out to reinforce Bellegarde, and rendering the Allies mas- 
ters of one of the strongest for tresses in Piedmont, it put into their hands G1 
pieces of cannon, 40,000 muskets, and 60,000 quintails of poAvder, Avith the ' 
loss of only fifty men (6). 

(1) Bum. J. 205. Th. x. 305. Join. xi. 371, 373. (4) Join xi. 379. 380. Dum. i. 201. Th. x. 307. 

(2) Ardi. Cb. ii. 50. Anb. Cli. ii. 57. 

^3) Join. \i. 371, 375. Unm. i. 203. ( 3 )St.-r.>r,i. 220. Jom. \i. 380,351. Unm. i. 200. 
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Mo"r‘e//ri' No sooiicr w as SuwapTOW mformcdjUpon thoLarda, of the ad\ aiico 

sZ\’rtow of Moreau and the defeat of Bellegarde, than, •ntthout losing an 
m JRstant, he >\ heeled aboht, and inarched with the utmost expedi- 
adversary But Moreau fell back as rapidly 
G*noi.*«.as he approached, and after rcvictualhngTortona, retired by boil 
pa nful cir formct dcfensivc posUion on the Apennines The 

Allies occupied Aovi, and pushed iheir advanced posts far up the valleys into 
the mountains, while the blockade of Tortonaw-as resumed; and the besieg- 
ing force, removed from the lines before Mantua, sat down again before that 
important fortress Macdonald commenced a long and painful retreat over 
the Apennines into Tuscany and the Genoese territory ; a perilous lateral ope- 
ration at all times m presence of an enemy m possession of the plain of tho 
Po, and doubly «o after the recent disaster which they had experienced. 
Fortunately for the French, Suwarrow had recen ed at this time positive or- 
ders from the Aulic Council, ever attached to mclhodical proceedings, to at- 
tempt no operation beyond the Apennines till the fortresses of Lombardy w ere 
reduced (1), m consequence of which he was compelled to remain m a state 
of inactivity on the Orba, while his antagonist completed his hazardous move- 
ments Macdonald arrived, leaving only a detachment on the Apennines 
r near the sources of lhcTrcbbia,alCenoabyLcnci, m the middle of 

July, in the most deplorable stale, his artillery dismounted or broken down, 
the cavalry and caisson3witfiouthorses,thesoldicrshalfnakcd, without shoes 
or linen of any sort, more like spectres than men How dilTercnt from the 
splendid troops which, three years before, had traversed the same country, 
m all the pomp of w ar, under the standards of NapoMon (2) 1 
{*" Mutual exhaustion, and the intervening ridge of the Apennines, 
mTfV«aoef compellcd a cessation from hostilities for above a month 
Moreau SuwaiTOw colIcctcd forlj fivo thousaud men in the plain between 
Tortona and Alexandria, to watch flic BepuWicans on the mountains of 
Genoa, and cov er the sieges of those places and of Mantua, which w cro now 
pressed with activity. The French, in deep dejection, commenced the reor- 
ganization of their two armies into one, Blacdonald was recalled, and yielded 
the command of the right wing to St -Cyr, Ptrignon was intrusted with the 
centre, andLcmoinc, who brought up twelve fresh battalions from France, 
put at the head of the left Monlnclnrd and Ixipoypc were disgraced, and 
Moreau continued in the chief command IVolwilbstanding all the reinforce- 
ments ho had received, this skilful general was not able, with boUi armies 
united, to red on on more lliau forty thousand men for operations in the 
field, the poor rcnnins of above a hundred thousand thatmight have been 
assembled for tliat purpo«e at the opening of the campaign (3) 

The remarl able analogy must strike the most inaltenliv c observer, 
between the conduct ofSuwarrow previous to the battle of t!ic 
"cnribc Trcbbn, and that of bapoWon on the approach of IVnrmscr to 
succour Ihntua Imilatinglhevigourand activity of his great pre- 
decessor, the Russian pcncral, though at the head of an army considerably 
inferior to lint of bis advemrtes, was present every where at the decisive 
point The citadel ofTurm, with its immense magazines, was captured by an 
army of only forty thousand men, in presence of two whose iimtcd force 
exceeded hflv thousand , for allhoiigli Suwarrow ordered up great pirt of the 
garrison of Mantua to reinforce his army previous to the battle of thcTrchhia, 


SI Cjr i 51? 


(a) Jom 3JS aw Ohio l.320,3W St^f‘ 
i 330 


1^99.] IIISTOnY OF EUROPF. 43 

they were pvcvciilcd from joining by an autograph order of the Emperor, 
who deemed tlic acquisition of that fortress of greater importance than any 
other consideration to the Austrian empire (1). The Russian general, there- 
fore, liad to contend not only with the armies of Macdonald and Jlorcan, hut 
the ohstacles thrown in his way hy the Imperial authorities; and when this 
is considered, his, defeat of the Rejnddioans, hy rapidly interposing the hulk 
of his forces hetween them, and turning first on the one, and then on the 
other, must he regarded as one of the most splendid feats which the history 
of the war aflbrded. 

rf. Puring these critical operations at the foot of the Apennines, the 
i)Tremr>'to Pii’cctory had succeeded in asscmhling a great naval force in the 
' Mediterranean. Already convinced, ])y tlic disasters they had expe- 
I'nrt- rienced, of the impolicy of the eccentric direction of so considerable 

a part of their force as had rcsnltcd from the expedition to Egypt, they exerted 
51II their cITorts to obtain the means of their return, or at least open a com- 
munication with that far-famed, now isolated army. No sooner was intelli- 
gence received of the defeat of Jourdan at Stockach, than Rruix, minister of 
marine, repaired to Rrest, where he urged, with the utmost diligence, the 
preparations for the sailing of tlie licet. Such was thceircct of his exertions, 
that, in the end of April, he was enabled to put to sea, with twenty-five ships 
of the line, at the time when Lord Rridport was blown olT the coast with the 
Channel fleet. As soon as intelligence was received that they had sailed, the 
English admiral steered for the southern coast of Ireland, while Rruix, 
directing his course straight to Cadiz, raised the blockade of that harbour, 
which Admiral Keith maintained with fifteen ships of the line, and passed the 
straits of Gibraltar. The entrance of the combined fleet into the Mediterranean 
seemed to announce decisive events, but neverlhcless it came to nothing. 
The immense armament, amounting to fifty ship's of the line, steered for the 
hay of Genoa, where it entered into communication with Morcati, and for a 
vi.irii.cmc lime powerfully supported the spirits of his army. But after rc- 
raining sornc weeks bn the Italian coast, Rruix sailed for Cadiz, 
from whence he returned to Brest, which he reached in the middle of 
August, without either having fallen in witli any of the English nccts, or 
achieved any thing whatever, with one of the most powciTul squadrons that 
Au;usti3. ever Icft a European harbour (2). ■ 

Juno 50. The retreat of Macdonald was immediately followed hy the re- 
ef UiuVc- covery of his dominions hy the King of Naples. The army of Cardinal 
Rnffo, which was soon swelled to twenty thousand men, advanced 
Ku/.irs. against Naples, and having speedily dispersed the feeble bands of 
the revolutionists avIio opposed his progress, took possession of that capital ; 
and a combined force of English, Russians, and Neapolitans having a few 
days after entered the port, the fort Sl.-Elmo was so vigorously besieged, 
juij 59. that it was obliged to capitulate, the garrison returning to France, 

. July 3(. on Condition of not again serving till exchanged. Capua was next at- 

tacked, and surrendered, by capitulation, to Commodore Trowbridge, which 
was followed, twq days after, by the reduction of the important fortress of 
Gaeta, on the same terms, which completed the deliverance of die Neapolitan 
dominions (5). 

vJnBc-^orthe file Frcucli, who surrendered in these two last fortresses, gave up 
unconditionally to their indignant enemies the revolted Neapolitans 
NapYcY who had taken a part in the late revolution, A special commission 

( 1 ) Jom. xi. 386. Hard, f U. 250, 251. ’ (3) Ann. Heg. 1799, 292. Bot, iii. 395, 4l0. 

( 2 ) .lorn. xi. 394, 390. Ann. Beg. 1799; 291. 
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%vas immediately appointed, ^hicli, iijllioiit much formalitj, and siillless 
luimanity, condemned to death |he greater pan of those -nho had hcen cn 
gaged m the insurrection, and a dreadful scries of executions, or rather 
massacres, took place, ^hich but too clearly cMnced the relentless spirit of 
Italian rc\enge But the executions at^aples \\ere of more moment, and 
peculiarly call for the nttcniion of the British historians, because they ha^e 
afiixcd the onlystam to the character of the greatest na\ al hero of his countrj 
The garrisons of the Castello A uo^ o, and (he Castella del Uo\ o, had capitulated 
to Cardinal RufTo, on the express condition that they themsehes, and their 
families, Should he protected, and that they should ha%c liberty either to 
retire to loulon, or remain m hapics, as they should feel inclined, but in thi» 
latter case they were to experience no molestation m their persons or pro 
pertj This capitulation was subscribed by Cardinal RnlTo, as \iccroy of the 

hj Captain 

' • ilhename 

granted an 

‘ • ccuritj, if 

• * * preferred 

following the fortunes of the tricolor standard In terms of this treaty, two 
vessels, containing the refugees from Castellomare, had already armed safe 
at Marseilles (i) 

But tliesomseand hamane measures nerc instantly mlcrrupted 
KMPotuo*’’ arrival of the King and Queen, with the court, on board of 
Low ^cIson'$ fleet They were animated with the strongest feelings of 
rcrenge against the Republican party , and unfortunately the Fnglish ad- 
miral, who had fallen under the fascinating influence of Lady Hamilton, 
who shared in all the feelings of the court, was too much luclmcd to 
adopt the same principles He instantlv declared the capitulation null, as not 
having obtained the King's authority, and entering the harbour at the head 
of Ins fleet, made all those who had issued from the castlcs, in virtue of the 
capitulation, prisoners, and had them chained, two and two, on hoard Ins 
own fleet The King, whose humanity could not endure the sight of the 
punishments which where preparing, returned to Sicily, and left the admi- 
Neisonfon nistratiou of justicc in the hands of the Queen and Lady Hamilton 
fnq'i™,”" Numbers were immediately condemned and executed, the ven- 
piwtfd njs geance of the populaceoupplicd what was wanting in the celcnly 
of the criminal tribunals, neither age, nor sex, nornnk were spared, women 
as well as men, youths of sixteen, and grey-headed mcnof seventy, were alike 
led out to the scaffold, and infants oflwcivc years of age sent into exile The 
Republicans behaved, m almost e\cry instance, in their last moments with 
heroic courage, and made men forget, in pity for Iheir misfortunes, the in- 
gratitude or treason of winch they bad previously been gulfly (2} 
f ifo™’’'* Neapolitan admiral, Prince 1 rancis Carraccioli, 

inn«-Cir ■v\as particularly ticpforablo lie bad been one of the principal 
bI.Vd VI leaders of the rev olution, and alter the capitulation of the castles 
had retired to the moimlams, ' ‘ , i 

tic, and Lrougbl bound on hoard the 1 ' ’ 

court-martial was there immediately si , 

officers, by whom he was condemned to death In vain tlic old man en- 
treated that he might be shot, and not die the death of a malefactor, hi< 
prayers were disregarded, and after being strangled by the executioner, he 
w as thrown from the v cssel mto the sea Before night his bo<ly w as seen erect 
(0 JV. I 40J 402 Kno He; 1752 251 ft) Hot IH 403 407 ‘ 
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in ihc waves from llic middle n))\vards, as if he liad risen from the dee]) to 
reproach the English hero with his unworthy fate (I). 
lvcnrc;i*'n\ 'or these acts of cruelty no sort of apology can or ought to he 
viniounw'r onTcred. ^Yhcthcr the cajiitulation shoiild or should not have been 
granted, is a dillcrent and irrelevant question. Sudicc it to say, 
that it had taken place, and that, in virtucofits provisions, the Allied powers 
had gained })osscssion of the castles of Naples. To assert in such a ease that 
the King had not ratilied the eapitnlalion, and that without such a sanction 
it was null, is a quibble, which, though frequently resorted to by the Ercnch, 
is unworthy of a generous mind, and dcslilute of any support in the law of 
nations. The capitulation of the vanquished should ever he held sacred in 
civilized warfare, for this reason, if no other existed, that, by acceding to it, 
they have deprived themselves of all chance of resistance, and put the means 
of violating it with impunity in the hands of their adversaries — it then be- 
comes a debt of honour which must he paid. The sovereign power which 
lakes honefil from one side of a capitulation by gaining j)osscssion of the 
fortress which the capitulanls held, is unquestionably bound to perform the 
other part of the bilateral engagement, by whomever entered into, which, 
so far from repudiating, it has, by that very act, homologated and acquiesced 
in. If the Neapolitan authorities were resolutely determined to commit such 
a breach of public faith, the English admiral, if he had not sufficient influence 
to prevent it, should at least have taken no part in the iniquities which fol- 
lowed, and not stained the standard of England by judicial murders com- 
mitted under its own shadow. In every point of view, therefore, the conduct 
of Nelson in this tragic affair was inexcusable ; his biographer may perhaps 
with justice ascribe it to the fatal asccndeticy of female fascination (2); but 
the historian, who has the interests of humanity and the cause of justice to 
support, can admit of no such alleviation, and will best discharge his duly 
by imitating the conduct of his eloquent annalist, and with shame acknow- 
ledging the disgraceful deeds (o). 

uifcrrncc'to cvculs of lliis Campaign demonstrate, in the most striking 
fremThr the vast importance of assuming the olTcnsive in mountain 

compaisn. Avarfarc j and how frequently a smaller force, skilfully led, may 
triumph over a greater in such a situation, by the simple expedient of turn- • 
ing its position by the lateral valleys, and appearing uuexi)eclcdly in its rear. 
The nature of the ground is singularly favourable to such an operation,. by 
the concealment Avhich lofty intervening ridges afford to the turning column, 
and the impossibility of escape to the one turned, shut in on both sides by 
difficult, perhaps impassable ridges, and suddenly assailed in rear when - 
fully occupied in front. The Iwilliant successes of Lecourbe at Glarus and 
Martinsbrnck^ and of Ilotze at Luciensteg, Avere both achieved, in opposition 
to superior forces, by the skilful application of this principle. Against sucli'a* 
danger, the-inlrenchmcnls usually thrown up in the gorge or at the surnmit 
of mountain- passes, affoi'd but little protection; for open behind/^), they 
are easily taken by the column Avhich has penetrated into the rear, by a 
circuitous route, and, destitute. of cascnicnls, they afford no sort of protection 
against a plunging fire from the heights on either side. • ‘ - 

Nor' did this' memorable struggle CAunce in a less convincing. manner the' 
erroneous foundation on which the opinion then genera11y/eceiA’'ed rested, 

■ (1) Soulliry,,ii. 47, 53. T?ot.nii. 414. 415- ; slinri: in these dark transactions,- ascribing it. to 

• ( 2 ) Southey, 47 , 53 , .But', iii. 4i5, 410. Hard, .-misinformatiou, and iliu I'ascintiling asccndanl of 
vii. 332, 333. ., ' ' Lady liainilton:.-0'MEAr,A, i. 308. ' ' 

(3) It de^prves to be recorded to thV lionour of ' {i) Arcb, Ch; 95* ‘ •' *: ■ •'1 ■" 

Napoleon, that be cndcaToufcd to palliate Nelson's, ' ’ I ' 
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the successful irruption of Massena into the Gnsons, after the disaster of 
blockach brought the Republican standards to the Rhine; or the splendid 
stroke of Lecourbe in the Engadinc, when the disaster of Magnano caused 
them to lose the line of the Adige? In tactics, or the lesser operations of 


ncc, 

He 

urc 


equally safe against the efforts of an adversar) , who by having acquired pos- 
session of the entrance of all the valleys leading from thence into the plain, is 
enabled to cut him off both from his communications and lus resources. 
■\Yater descends from the higher ground to the low er, but the strengih and 
sinews of war m general follow an opposite course, and ascend from the 
riches and fortresses of the plain to the sterility and desolation of the moun- 
tains It IS in the galley of the Danube and the plain of Lombardy that the 
slrugglcbetwcen France and Austria ever has and ever will bedeterinincd [\), 
the lofty ridges of Switzerland and Tyrol, important as an accessory to secure 
the flanks of either army, arc far from being tlie decisive point. 


foundation for the anti-revoJulionary alliance, which liad been eloquently 
supported by Mr. Burke, and afterwards became the basis of the groat con- 
federacy which brought the war to a successful issue, gave the utmost 
uneasiness to the cabinet of \icnna They were ternfiedatthe very rapidity 
of the Russian conqueror’s success, am) endeavoured, by every means in 
thcir power, to moderate lus disinterested fervour, and render his surprising 
s’uccess the means only of securing their great acquisitions in the north of 
‘Italy. Hence the jealousies, heartburnings, and divisions which destroyed tlic 
cordial co-opcration of the Allied troops, which led to the fatal separation ef 
the Russian from the Auslnau forces both in Raly and Switzerland, and 
ultimately brought about all the disasters of the campaign Had the bands of 
xVustria been clean, she might have invaded France by the defenceless frontier 
of the Jura, and brought the contest to a glorious issue in 179J>, w hdc iSapo- 
kon was as jcl an exile on the banks of ibc ^llc. Iwicc did the Luropua 


and licxt from the anxiety of Auslria, in 1709, to retain ber iniquuuus 


pent} is 'to be found m that strenuous, hut upright coujsc, wiiku n 
equally the seduction tmd the violence of wickedness. ^ 

(OArtli.a. « 53,Sl * • ^ ■ 
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CAMPAIGN OF -4799. — PART-'H. 

FROai THE BATTLE OF ■TIIE TREEBIA TO TIIK COKGLUSION OF THE CAaiPAIGN, ' 

. argument!; . 

Daligerbus position or llie Republic at this juncture— Enormous consumption of liuman life 
. since ' the cominencernent of the Campaign— Clear' proof thus alforded of the 'error of the 
.Directory in attacking Switzcrland- and Italy— Military preparations of the Allies arid.Rc- 
publicans— Objects, of llie contending generals— GrcatXevy pf troops by . the 'Direclory— 
- 'Ttieir Measures to reinforce the Armies— The AuTic Councirinjudiciously'rcstrain Suwar- 
row from activc operations— This leads to an'agreemcnl for a disastrous separation of. the 
Austrian and Russian.forces—Rcsuniplion. of hostilities by tlie Republicans around Genoa 
. —Progress of the .Siege, of Mantua — Description - of ttiat fortress— Commencement of- the 
.Sicge'by Kray— Its-Surrender— Fall of .Alcxandria^COmmenccment of the Siege of Tor- 
tona—Position'of the Republicans in front -of Genoa— Magnanimous conduct of Moreau 
on Joubert’s. "assuming the -Command-^A’dvance' of the' French’ to raise the'-Siege— 
Positions- of the Allies— and of the French— Joubert bad resolved to retreat on learning the 
. fall of 'Mantua— He is attacked before doing so I . ' ' of Joubert-r-Battle of 

Koyi— The Allies are at first r'cpulscd-rComhinc ■ .. lorcts-Thcadyance of 

Meias at length decides the 'Victory— Great Loss on both sides— Morcaii still maintains tiini- 
self on the crest of the Apennines— Separation'of the victorious force— Operations of Cham- 
. pionnet iu-.thc Alps at this time— Fall of Tortona-^Siiuation.df MaSsOna an’d' the Archduke at 
Zurich— Insane 'dislocation "of the Allied forces at' this'-peri.od.by' lhe Aulic. Cbuncil— 

. Description of the Thca'lre of 'War— Plan df.the Allies— and ofAIa'ssena— Commencement of 
. the'Attack.by Lccourbc On the Sti^Gothard.— The Imperialisis'are forced back at all points^ 

■ They are driven from-lhq Grimsel'and .the Fufea— and.ihe St.-Golhard-i-Successes of . the 
■French near Schwytz, vi-ho 'drive ibc.Austrians'inlo Glarus— Unsuccessful Attempt of the 
. Archduke to cross the.Eimmat.bclow Zurich-r-B.eing 'foiled, be marches to tbe.Uppcr Rhine 

• -—Austrian left is defealed in GIbrus— .Successful Expedition of the'Arclidukc against' Man- 
bcim— Plan of, the 'Allies for a'comliincd aiia'ck by 'Suwarfow and Korsakow o'u Massena— 

' P.elatfve. situation of the French' arid Russian c’en'lrcs at Zurich— Unfounded corilldencc of. 
Ihelalter— MassOna’s' able Plan of Attack-IrThc passage of the Limmat is surpris’d, .below. 

' Zurich— Feigned attacks on Zurich'.and tlio Lower Limmat— Dreadful Confusion in the loivn 
of Zurich— Brave Resolution of Korsakow' to cut bis way;lh‘r6'ugh ihe'enemy— He does'soi but • 
■ , loses all hi^ artillery arid baggage-^SuceCss of Soult againstllolzo above thcLake— Dealh'of 
, the latter ofRcer— .Operations.of Suwarfow' on 'the Ticino— Bloody Conflict above Aifolo— 
The St.-Gothard i's at l.englh forced by, the Russians— Dreadful Struggle at the Devil’s Bridge 

• — ^Arrived 'at AltdorT, .Suwarrow is forced. to ascend the Schachenthal-^DifllcuU passage of 

■ that ridge to'Miilteri— He linds none of ihe’cxpeclc'd reihforccriients Ihefe— andis surrounded 
oh all’sides, arid reluctantly cbmpelle'd to f.etrcat-'-He 'cfo's'ses ihc mounlains into Glarusr^ 
Desperate Struggle at Naefcls—Dreadful'pa'ssage of the Alps o.f G|arus‘to,llaniz oh theRhiuc. 
;^Bloody'COnflicts ■with Kovsakownicaf.Corislance v The- Archduke' haslens'.lo his, aid, and 

. checks il:e furlher -pursuit— 'rrealy.hciweeii Russia' and England for aiiE-xpedition to .Hol- 
; land— 'Vigorous Preparations for the Expedition in England— The Expedition sails, arid lands ■ 
onlheDulclt'coast—Acliph at Ihe'llelde'r— Defeat of nip enemy— Capiurc.of the Dutch Fleet.. 
. at the TexelL-The British are aitacUed by. the Rcpubiicaris,lbut'rep'ulsc llieni- with great loss 

■j^Thc English, joined by the R,ussians,.al.length advance— Plan of. the attack— Disaster of 

the Russians on the right — Victory of ihe'British'iii Ihe.cenlre' and left— But the epulinuod . 
•retreat of the Russians arrests the BritisH iri the'riiidst of ih'eif success— Removal. , of the 
Du^cb.Fleet tc.^nglaud— TheDuke Of York fenews.lhc attack,. .and is suc'cessful— Ilis cri- 
'tical' Situation- notwithstanding— Indecisive ’A'ction'— Which leads lb' the Retreat of the 
British— tVhb first Retire, arid at lenglh'.GapitpIaie— R'eneclions on Ibis disaster in ih'e na- ' 
tionT^Affairs of, Italy a'ftcr lhe Batllc.’of ‘Noyi— Th'e‘'Iri)p'erialists,draw round Coni— Cham— ■ 
pionnet is constrained, to attempt its.relinti-MeasuresTD effecl llial object— P.rcparalipns for • 
a decisive battle— Battle of ,Gcnora,':i'n 'wliich the Frerich 'are defeated— Success of St. -Cyr 
near Novi— Siege and Eall of Gbrii^Gallant-Conduet of 'St.-^.Cyr in the Bbccheita Pass— Un- 
successful' Attempt of ihe'imperialiMs upon Ge,rioa.^Who gp irito.Winler Quarters— Fall, 
of Ancona— Position of the respectivp parties at the conclusion of the ^ ' ■ ' ~ i-. . 
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-H0,000(lj;’.''hilc the means' of supfilyifig flieso sast. charms ncii: jniirli 
more ample on the pari bf.(ljc’.t\Hi«l jlnnsmchs than the Frctfch Dircclorj. 
KcYcr^ in anticnl'or modcrn'limeSj'-Iiad such iinm'enSe firrnics intended on 
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SO extensive a field. The rigid of the Allies rested on the JIninc; their centre 
^Yas posted in SAvitzcrland ; ^vhile their left stretched over llic plain of Lom- 
bardy to the foot of the Apennines; and a shock was felt all along this vast 
line, from the rocks of Genoa to the marshes of Holland. The results hitherto 
had been, to an unprecedented degree, disastrous to the French. From bein^ 
universally victorious, they had cvcrYwIicrc become unfortunate; at the 
point of the bayonet they had been driven back, both in Germany and Italy, 
to the frontiers of the nepuhlic ; the con(|ucsts of Napoleon had been lost as 
they had been won; and the power which recently threatened Vienna, now 
trembled lest the Imperial standards should appear on the summits of the 
Jura, or the banks of tlie Rhone. 

ejM'- It was now apparent what a capital error the Directory had com- 
rrt of'llic ’ mitted in overrunning Switzerland, in extending their forces 
MTnrKm? tlirougli llic Italian peninsula, instead of concentrating them to bear 
m'daMr’ the weight of Austria on the Adige; and exiling their best army 
and greatest general in Africa at the very time when the Allies were sum- 
moning to their aid the forces of a new monarchy and the genius of a hitherto 
invincible conqueror. Rut these errors had been committed; their conse- 
quences had fallen like a thunderbolt on France; the return of Napoleon and 
his army seemed impossible; Italy was lost; and nothing but the invincible- 
tenacity and singular talents of Masseiia enabled him to maintain himself in 
the last defensive line to the north of the Alps, and avert invasion from 
France in the quarter where its frontier, is most vulnerable. To complete its 
misfortunes, internal dissension had paralysed the Republic at the very lime 
when foreign dangers were most pressing, and a new government added to 
its declining fortunes the weakness incident to every infant administration, 
siiiiinry -piic prcparatioiis of the allies to follow up this extraordinary flow 
Sri!lc”'iur* of prosperous affairs were of the most formidable kind. The forces 
and uepub. amounted to one hundred and fifteen thousand men ; and 

after deducting the troops required in the siege of Mantua, Alexandria, and 
other fortresses in the rear, Suwarrow could still collect above fifty thousand 
men to press on the dispirited army of Moreau in the Ligurian Alps, which 
could not muster twenty thousand soldiers around its banners. This army 
was destined to clear the iMarilime Alps and Savoy of the enemy, and turn 
the position of Massena, who still maintained himself with invincible obstinacy 
on the banks of the Limmat. The Archduke had not under his immediate 
orders at that period above forty-three thousand men, twenty-two thousand 
having been left in the Black Forest, to mask the garrisons in the tctcs-dc- 
poni which the French possessed on the Upper Rhine, and sixteen thousand 
in the Grisons and the central Alps, to keep possession of the important ridge 
of the St.-Golhard. But afresh Russian array of twenty-six thousand men 
was approaching under Korsakow, and was expected in the environs of 
Zurich by the middle of August; and something was hoped from the insur- 
rection of the Swiss who had been liberated from the French armies (i ). 

To meet these formidable forces, the French, who had directed all the 
new levies to the north of Switzerland, as the chiefly menaced point, had 
seventy-five thousand men, under Massena, on the Limmat, and the utmost 
efforts were made in the interior to augment to the greatest degree this im- 
portant army. The English and Russians also had combined a plan for the 
descent of forty thousand men on the coast of Holland, for which purpose 
seventeen thousand men Avere to be furnished by his Imperial Majesty and 


( 1 ) Avclidukc, ii, 2, 92. Dum. i. 223i 225. Join. xii.GOi 72. 
IV, 
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t^Ncntj-fne thousand b> Great Britain; and this force, it v.as hoped, ^vould 
not onlj hhcralc Holland, but paraijsc all the norlh of France, as General 
Brunc had onl) fifteen thousand French troops in the linited Pro\inces, and 
the natiie soldiers did not exceed tncntj thousand (1) Thus, nlnlc the 


summits of the Maritime Alps 

Objects cf But although the plan of the Allies w as so exten«iv e, the dccisii c 
point lay m the centre of the line, and it nasby the Archduke that 
Mb the > ital blo\\ n as to be slrnck, Inch w ould at once lia\ e opened 
to them an entrance into the heart of France This able commander impa- 
lienll) a^Naited the arrival of the lluss,ian$ under korsakow, which would 


from the inlcnor, be had no such sudden increase to expect as awaited the 
Imperial forces It was equally indispensable for the Republicans to resume 
the ofTcnsn c without anj delay in Italy, as the important fortresses of Mantua 
and Alexandria were now hard pressed by the Allies, and if not speedily 

1 ^ * nn* nnt, I \ lUn r ftll .. *1 Am l! /. ,.tsI I a/ ll n 


exhibited an energy commensurate to the crisis m which they 
torr were placed. The imminence of the pcrilmduced them to exhibit 
It w ilhout disguise to both branches of the legislature General Jourdan pro- 
posed to call out at once all clashes of the conscripts, which, it was expected, 
would produce an increase of two hundred thousand men to the armies, and 
to lei 5 a forced loan of 120,000,000 francs, or L 800, 000 on the opulent 
classes, secured on the national domains Both motions were at once agreed 
to by the Councils To render them as soon as possible aiailahlc, the con- 
scriptions were ordered to be formed into regiments, and drilled m their 
Scicral dcjiarlmciUs, and marched olT, the moment the) were disposable, to 
the nearest arm) on the frontier, while the service of Lisle, Slrasliourg, and 
the Ollier fortresses was, m great part, intrusted to the national guards of the 
X icimt) . Thus, w ith the recurrence of a crisis in the affairs of tlic Republic, 
the reiolutionar) measures which had aircad) been found so efficacious wore 
again put in acimi). Bcrnadoltc, who at this crisis wa> appointed minister 
at war, rapidly infused into all the departments of the militir) sen ice bis 
. .. 1 -1 . « « I ^ I .1 1 - I -u A. iiionties, that of 

'hat It was to tlic 
its wliom he as- 

scmblcil round tile Imperial standards, that not on!) the Mclor) ofFuncIi, 
at the close of the campaign, but the subsequent triumph of Marengo, were, 
in n great degree, owing (3). 


(l)Jon «U 60 ITS. IJ? Xb*. TfS ITW 
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Their mea. Ip ovdci’ to countGracl as far as possible the designs of the Allies, 
resolved to augment to thirty thousand men the forces 
the armies. placed on the summit of the Alps, from the Sl.-Bernard to the 
Mediterranean; while the army of Italy, dehoucliing from the Apennines, 
should resume the offensive, in order to pie\enl the siege of^Coni and 
raise those of Mantua and Alexandria; and Massena should execute a 
powerful diversion on the Limmat ere the arrival of the Russians under 
Korsakow. For this purpose, all the conscripts on the eastern and southern 
departments were rapidly marched off to the armies at Zurich and on the 
Alps, and the fortresses of Grenoble, Briancon, and Fenestrelles, commanding 
the principal entrances from Piedmont into France, armed and provisioned. 
At the same time the direction of the troops on the frontier was changed. 
Championnet, liberated from prison, was intrusted Avith the command of the 
army of the Alps, Avl'iile that of the army of Italy Avas taken from Moreau, 
under Avhom, notAvithslanding his great abilities, it had experienced nothing 
but disaster, and given to Jouhert ; a youthful hero, Avho joined heroic valour 
to great natural abilities, and though as yet untried in the separate command 
of large armies, had evinced such talents in suboi-dinate situations as gaA^e 
the promise of great future renoAvn if it had not been cut short in the very 
outset of his career on the field of Novi (d). 

Ti.c Aiiiic SuAvarroAV, aaIio Avas Avell aAvare of the inestimable importance of 
jiuUcmusiy’ time in Avar, was devoured Avith anxiety to commence operations 
Sn"ow against the army of Moreau in the Ligurian Alps, noAv not riiore 
op^oMtionr than twenty thousand strong, before il bad recovered from its con- 
sternation, or Avas strengthened by the arrival of Macdonald’s forces, a\ Inch 
were making a painful circuit by Florence and Pisa in its rear. But the Aulic 
, Council, Avho looked more to the immediate concerns of Austria than the 
general interest of the common cause, insisted upon Mantua being pul into 
their hands before any thing was attempted either against SAvitzerland, 
Genoa, or the Maritime Alps; and the Emperor again Avrote to SuAvarroAV, 
positively forbidding any enterprise until that important fortress had sur- 
rendered. The impetuous marshal, unable to conceal his vexation, and fully 
aAvare of the disastrous effects this resolution Avould have upon the general 
fate of the campaign, exclaimed, “ Thus il is that armies are ruined ! ” but 
nevertheless, obeying the orders, he dispatched considerable reinforcements 
and a poAverful train of artillery by the Po, to aid the siege of Mantua, and as- 
sembled at Turin tbe stores necessary for tbe reduction of Alexandria. Dis- 
gusted, hoAvever, with the subordinate part ibus assigned to bim, the Russian 
general abandoned to General Ott the duty of harassing the retreat of the 
army of Naples, and encamped Avith his veterans on the Bormida, to await 
the tedious operations of the besieging forces (2). . 

circumstance contributed to induce an event, attended ul- 
t?oti5s'r 'r ^vBb important effects on the fate of the campaign, auz., 

ration of tl»p the separalion of the Austrian and Russian forces, and the rupture 
Austrian of .any cordial concert belAA^een their respective governments. The 
forces. cabinet of Vienna were too desirous of the exclusive sovereignty 
of the conquests in Italy, to be willing to share their possession Avith a poAver- 
liii nval; AA’hile the pride of the Russians was hurt at beholding their un- 
conquered commander, whom they justly regarded as the soul of the con- 
ledciacy, subjected to the orders of the Aulic Council, 'aaTio could not 


(1) Joui. xii. 25, 2G. St.-Cyr, i. 221, 222. 


(2) Cbastelhr’s Memoirs, 137. Join, xii. 27, 2B. 
Uaril. vii. 250, 201. 
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apprenate his energehc mode of condticting ^ar, and frequently nitcrrupted 
him in the mid«i of the career of conquest At the same lime, the English 
gorernment •\>crc dcMrous of allotting the Russian forces to act alone in 
Srsitzcrland, aided by the insurrection nhtcli tlicj hoped to organize in that 
country, and beheld >\iih satisfaction the rcmo>aI of the 5'u«coMie standards 
from the shores of the Mediterranean, where their establishment in a per- 


Alcsandna and Mantua, should be concentrated in Switzerland under Mar- 
shal Sunarrow, that iheimpcrnhsts should alone prosecute the war in Ital), 
and that the army of the Archduke Charles should act under his separate 
orders on the Upper Rhine This plan itself was highly adiisable, but, from 
the time at which it was carried into execution, U led to the most calamitous 
results (1) 

The whole forces of the Republic, at this period acluallj on foot, did not 
exceed 220,000 combatants, and although the new conscription w is pressed 
with the uimoslMgour, it could not he expected that it could add malcnall) 

' • of 


n ' ' , ai- 

ipii » » » ing raise 1 the French force loforij-eighl thousand men, including 
^m'.T three thousand cavalry ind a powerful artillcrj, it was deemed 
ewi* indispensable on every account to re>umc ofTcnsive operations, m 
conjunction with the arm) of tho Mps, which had now been augmented to 
a Tcspcclablc amount Every thing, accordingly, was put in motion in 
the valicjs of the Mps and Apennines, and the French army, whoso 
headquarters were at Corneghano, occupied it \oltn, Savoni, \ado, and 
loano ncarl) the same position which XapoUon held, previous to lus me- 
morable descent into Italy m March 17% Rut it w as too late , all the acliv ity 
of Moreau and Joubert could not prevent the fall of the bulwarks of Lom- 
bard) and Piedmont (3) 

projf«.of qjje siege of Mantua, which had been blockaded ever since the 
battle of Magnauo, wasprc5«cd m good earnest hv General Kray 
after tbc viclorj of tlic Trcbbia The capture of Turin liav ing placed at the 
dispovil of tbc Allies immense resources, both in artiUcrj and ammunition, 
the defeil of Macdonald relieved them from allatixiclj as to the raiding of the 
siege, ihirtN thouisand men w ere soon collected round its walls, and the batte- 
ries of the besiegers armed with two hundred pieces of cannon The girrison 
originally consisted of nearly eleven thousand men, hut this force, barely 
adequate at lirsl to man its extensive ramparts, was now considenbly 
weakened by disease The peculiar sttuaiion of tins celebrated fortress ren- 
dered il indispensable that, at all hazards, the exterior works sliould he 
maintained, and this was no easy matter with an insulTicicnt body of troops 
The soldiers were provisioned for a year, but the inbabiianls, Ihncc impo 
verisbcd by enormous contributions, were in tlicinosi miserable condition, 
and ibc famine willi which they were menaced, joined Co the natural tin- 
heallhlness of the situation during the autumnal months, soon produced 
those contagious disorders ever m the rear of protracted war, winch m spite 
of cv cry precaution, seriously w cakened the strength of the garrison ( I j 
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Pajob deepened tp such a degree, that it might ha>e prolonged for at least 
eight da^s his means of defence, and possibly, by preventing the besieging 
force taking a part in the battle of Aom, - nhich shortly follo\\ed, altered the 
fate of the campaign (f) 

joiy » ^\hile the bulwark of Lombardy was thus falling, aftey an unex- 
pcctedly short resistance, into the hands of the Imperialists, Count 
i"')- *' Bellegirdc was not less successful against the citadel of Alexandria 
Trenches wore opened on the 8th July, and in a few dajs, eighty pieces of 
cannon were placed m battery , and such was the acti'ily with which they 
were sened, that insevendajs they discharged no less than forty-two thou- 
Juiyat sand projectiles On the 21st, the garrison, consisting of sixteen 
hundred men, surrendered at discretion This conquest was of great impor- 
tance to the future projects of Suwairow , but it was dearly purchased by the 
loss of General Chastcllar, his chief of the staff, who was se\ercly wounded 
soon after the first trenches were opened, an officer whose talents and acti- 
vity had, in a great degree, contributed to tlic success of the campaign (2) 

After the fall of Alexandria and Mantua, Suwarrow, faithful to 
To?*oM orders he had received from Vienna, to leav e no fortified place 
Au, j m the enemy’s hands m his rear, drew his forces round Com, and 
commenced the siege of Tortona llis army was soon augmented by the arri- 
val of Cenoral Kray witli twenty thousand men from the siege of the latter 
Ani II place, who entered into line on the 12th August Tlie trenches 
were opened before Tortona on the MU August, and on the ?lh, the castle of 
Serraaallc, situated at the entrance of one of the valleys leading into (he 
Apennines, was taken after a short cannonade Hut the French army, who 
were now concentrated under Joubert on the Apennines, was preparing an 
offensive movement, and the approaches to Genoa were destined to be the 
theatre of one of t!ie most bloody battles on record m modern limes (“) 

The Tlcpublicans at this epoch occupied the follow mg positions The right 
wing, fifteen thousand strong, under St -Cyr, guarded tlic passes of the Apen- 
nines from Pontremoh to Tomgho, and furnished the garrison of Genoa The 
centre, consisting of ten thousand, licld the important posts of the nocchetta 
and Campo Freddo, while the left, twenty-two tlioiisand strong, was en- 
camped on the reverse of the mountains on the side of Piedmont, from the 
upper end of the valley of Tinaro, and both guarded the coinmu- 
fwnlV* mcationsof the whole army with I ranee, and kept up the con- 
c.i.oi ncxion with the corps under Championnct, which was beginning 
to collect on the higlicr passes of the Alps On the other hand, the Allies 
could only muster forty -live thousand in front of Tortona , General haim, 
with twelve thousand being at Chcrasco to observe the army of the \lps, .and 
Klcnau in Tusemy , w iih sev cn thousand combatants , and the remainder of 
Ihoir great armv occupied in keeping up the communications between llicir 
widely scattered forces (4) 

The arrival of Joubert to supersede him in the command ofliis 
4..ri »f army , had no tendency to cxcUefcelmgs of jealousy in the mind of 
jmw* his great predecessor Moreau was incapable of a personal feeling 
when the interest of Ins country was at stake , and with a magnani- 
mity truly worthy of admiration, he not onlygavchlsyotithful successor the 
full bcnclit of his matured counsel and experience, but offered to accomjiany 

(0 Jo"* *11 Sr IT Pam 1 ?83 273 {«) Anh Ch li 71 M »7 ' 

12) Horn.. 2S1 2S$ ion i O il »3I 3-3 * 
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curastances, he resolved, late on the night of the iitli, after such irresolution 
as throws great doubts on his capacity as general-in-chief, whatever his 
talents as second in command may have been, on retiring into the fastnesses 
of the Apennines, and only waited for the arrival of his scouts in the morning 
to give the necessary orders for carrying it into eflect , when the commence- 
ment of the attack by the Allies compelled him to accept battle in the posi- 
tion which he occupied fd). 

Ang ii Suwarron’s design was to force back the right of the French, by 
urk^Tbe means of the corps of Kray, while Bagralhion had orders to turn 
fyredo Dg unite in Iheir rear, under cover of the cannon of 

|,“7,"or" Serravalle, with that corps; while Dcrfeldcn attacked hovi in the 
jauhtrt centre, and Slelas commanded the reserve, ready to support any 
part of the army which required ins aid In pursuance of these orders, Kray 
commenced the attack at five in the morning, Bcllegardc attacked Grouchy, 
and Ott Lemoine, the Republicans were at first taken by surprise; and their 
masses, m great part in the act of marching, or entangled in the vineyards, 
received the fire of the Austrians without being able cither to deploy or an- 
swer it Aolwilbstanding ibe heroic resistance of some bnff3dcSf the impe- 
rialists sensibly gained ground, and the heads of their columns w ere already 
mounting the plateau, when Joubert hurried m person to the spot, and 
received a ball in his breast, ‘ . r • • • , • . 

Ing, “ Forward, let us throw • . • • ■ ■ i 

fell, and with his last breath c 

The confusion occasioned by this circumstance would have proved 
.11 , V . . . . . . 1 1 .1 ijjgp corps 

' ' ■ i • • * •'••la strange 

• ‘ • . • * ‘ • ' onccnlnc, 

they were calculated (o take place at dilTcrcnt times; and wltilc this impor- 
tant advantage was gamed on their left, the Russians in the ccntrcwcrc still 
resting at Porzolo-Formigaro, and Slelas had merely dispatched a detach- 
ment from Rivolla to observe the course of the Scnvia. Ihis circumstance, 
joined to the opportune arrival of Moreau, who assumed the command and 
harangued the troops, restored order, and the Austrians were at length 
dnv cn dow'n to the bottom of the hill, on their second line During this en- 
counter, Bcllegardc cndcav oured to gam the rear of Pasturana by a ravine 
which encircled it, and was on the point of succeeding, when Pdngnon 
charged him so vigorously with tlie grenadiers of Partouncaiix and the ca- 
valry ofBichepmsc, that the Iroperiahslswcrc driven backm confusion, ami 
the whole Hi wing rescued from danger (3) 

Tb» Aiii« Hitherto the right of the Republicans had not been attacked, and 
-Cvr availnl himself of this respite to complete Ids defensive 
arran'’emcnts Krav, finding the whole weight of llic engagement on Ids 
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speedily supported, Krny would lie. rompellod to retreat. The Itussinus nd- 
vaocod >Yilh groat gallaulry to the attar!; ; hut a discharge from the divisinu 
I^nhoissicrc of musketry aud grape, at half gunshot threw them into roufu- 
sion;nnd, after an ohsiinate engagement, they ^Y(;re linally hroKen hy n 
charge hy Wntrin, with a brigade of infantry, jm their flanl;, and driven hack 
with great loss to l'o7,7.olo-rormigaro(l). 

. The failure of these partial attacks rendered it ovidettt that a com- 
Ibeir foKC'*'- hined rffort of all the columns was necessary. It was now noon, and 
the French litic was ttuhroken, although the superiority of umnhers on the 
part of the .Mlics was nearly lifieeu thousntid men. .Suw.nrrow, therefore, 
comhined all his forces for a derisive movement ; Kray, whotu nothing could 
intimidate, received orders to prepare for a fresh attack ; Dcrfrldcn was 
destined to snjipnrt Itagralhion in the centre. Melas was directed to break up 
from Uivolin to form tlie. left of the line, while Itosenherg was orclrrcd in all 
haste to advance from Toiiona to support his movement. Tlte battle, after a 
pause, began again with the ritmosi fury at all points. It was for long, how- 
ever, most ohstinnlcly disputed. Notwithstanding the tilmost etTorts of Kray, 
who returned above ten limes to the olinrge, the Imperialists could tiinke no 
impression on thcFrcnrh left; in vain column after column advanced to the 
harvest of death; nothing cotild break tire linn array of the Uepuhlicans; 
while IJagrathion, bei-fcldon, and Miiaradowitch, in the centre, after the most 
heroic exertions, were compelled to recoil before the terrible fire of the 
infantry and batteries which were disposed around Novi. For above four 
liours, the action continued with the utmost fury, without the French infantry 
being any where displaced, until at length the fatigue on both sitles produced 
a temporary pause, and the contending hosts iWlcd on their arms amidst a 
field covered with the slain ( 2 ). 

Tbf a(!tanff The resolution of any other general hut Suwnrrow would have 
rwwfVii.r shaken hy so terrible a carnage without any result; hut his 
xifiorr. moral courage was of a kind winch nothing could subdue. At four 
o’clock the left wing of the Allies came up, under .^feins, ami prciinralions 
were instantly made to take advantage of so groat a reinforcement. .Meins was 
directed to assail the extreme right of the Uepuhlicans, and endeavour, hy 
turning it, to ihrcalon the road from Novi to Genoa, while Kray again 
attacked the left, and .Snwnrrow himself, with the whole weight of the Uns- 
sians, pressed the centre. The resistance experienced on the left was so obsti- 
nate, that, though he led on the troops with the courage of a grenadier, Kray 
could not gain a foot of ground ; hut the Russians, ii\ the centre, after a ter- 
rible conflict, succeeded in driving the Republicans into Novi, from the old 
walls and mined towers of which thoysliil kept up n intirdcrons fire. Rut the 
progress of Melas on the right was much more alarming. AYliilc one of his 
columns ascended the right hank of the Scrivia and reached Scrravallc, 
another hy the left hank had already turned the Monte Rotondo, and was 
rapidly ascending its sides; while the general himself, with a third, was ad- 
vancing against the eastern flank of the plateau of Novi. To make head against 
so many dangers, Moreau ordered the division Watrin to move towards the 
menaced plateau, but finding itself assailed during its march, both in front 
and rear, hy the divisions of Melas, it fell into confusion, and fled in the 
utmost disorder, with difficulty Ciitting'its w'ay through the enemy on the 
road in the rear of the French position. It now became indispensable for the 


(l) Dnm.i.323. Jom. xii. 109, 110* Tli. X. 352. (2) Tli. x. 353. .Tom.xil. 112, 113. num. i. 32t. 

St..Cyr, i. 2t8, 250. 325- St.-Cyr, i. 252, 254. 
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rprinblicans to retire; for Lichlcnstein, al the head of the Imperial cavalry 

. ' • " ’ J - .1 o r"-* 1 *0 r->t: 


mained open but tLat^liichlcd by I'asturaiia (u utaud 
his advantage, nas preparing a last and simultaneous attach on the front and 
flanks of his opponent, -Nshen Moreau anticipated him by a general retreat. 
It 'nas al first conducted m good order, but the impetuous assaults of the 
Allies soon cons etted it into a rout Nos i, stripped of its principal defenders, 
could no longer niihstand the assaults of the Russians, nho„confident of 
^ iclory, and seeing the standards of the Allies in the rear of the Trench posi- 
tion rushed forn ard n ilh resistless fury and deafening cheers, over the dead 
bodies of their comrades, to the charge, Lemomc and Grouchy with difncuUy 
sustained themsehes, m retiring, again&t the impetuous attacks of their 
unwearied antagonist Kray, when ific village of Pasturani, in their rear, was 
carried by the Russians, whose \ehcme<tcc increased with their success, and 
tlic only road practicable for their artillery cut off Despair now seized their 
ranks; infantry, cavalry, and artillery disbanded, and fled in tumultuous 
confusion across the Mnejards and orchards which adjoined the line of 
I ■: ■ * ’ r" ’ I’<5rignon 

• • • . • ‘ hands of 

I • . us rallied 

I ^ ■ . • i« . . • . fatigue to 


continue the pursuit (1) 

Srboih” battle of Nos I was the most bloody and obstinately contested 
(hat had yet occurred in the war Ihc loss of the Allies uas 
fSOO killed, i>200 wounded, and 1200 prisoners; hut that of tlic French was 
much more considerable, amounting to IbOO killed, 5300 wounded, and 
.•WOO prisoners, besides 57 cannons, 28 caissons, and 4 standards As the w ar 
advanced, and fiercer passions were brought into collision, the carnage be- 
came daily greater; the officers were more prodigal of Iheirown Wood and 
(hat of their soldiers; and the chicf> ihcinsche?, regardless of life, at length 
IM them on both sides to the charge, with on enthusiasm which nothing 


shock of tlie opposing squadrons, and hray, Itagramiun, umi hwiaa ... . v . 
thrir troops to (lie mouth of the enemy’s cannon, as If their duty had been 
that of merely commanding grenadier battalions (2^. 
lurou The consequences of thcliatile of Nos i were not so great as might 
base been expected from so desperate a shock On the night of the 
tb/ fbth, Moreau regained m haste the defile of the Apcnnitics, and 
" posted St -Cyr, with a strong rcar^gnard, todeftmJ tlic apjiroichcs 
to the Docelictla. In Ihc first moments of conslcnialion, he had serious 
thoughts of evacuating Genoa, and the artillery was already coltcctcd at San 
Pietro d'Arena for that purpose, but (mding that he was not seriously dis- 
quieted, he again dispersed ills troops through the inoiinlains, nearly In the 
po'ilion they held before the liatllc St -Cyr was liiinistcd with tlic right, 
where a serious impression was chiefly apprehended, and anotiack which 
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Klcnau made ontluat pnrtof ihe posItioimYilhfivc ihonsaRd men was repulsed, 
tiir^^tmous seven hundred men to the Imperialists. Suwar- 

row himself, informed of the successes of the French in the small 
cantons of Switzerland, immediately detached Kray, with twelve thousand 
men, to the Tessino; while he himself, in order to keep an eye on Champion- 
net, whose force was daily accnmulaliuft on the Maritime Alps, encamped at 
Asti, where he covered at once the blockade of Coni and tlio siege of Tor- 
A«g.jo. tona(l). 

olnaVi'om concentration of the Allied forces for the battle of Novi, 

rf cinm.'” tlus aclivc commander so ably disjtoscd his little army, which only 
ttioAU'**" amounted to sixteen thousand combatants, instead of thirty thou- 
"'Vln” sand, as he had been promised by thoBircclory, that be succeeded 
ofTortMn. forciug the passage of the Little St.-llcrnard, and driving the 
Imperialists back to Suza. These successes continued even after the Russian 
commander took post at Asti ; and in a variety of afl'airs of posts in the valleys 
Aiif. u. ii. of the Alps, they succeeded in taking liflceu hundred prisoners 
and four pieces of cannon. Rut these advantages were more than counterba- 
lanced by the fall of Tortona, which capitulated on theSoth August, on condi- 
tion that, if not relieved hy the f lth September, the place should be surren- 
srpt. ji. dcred to the Allies. This conquest was the only trophy which they 
derived from the bloody battle of Novi. Moreau made anincncctunl attempt 
to relieve the blockade, and, finding it impossible to effect the object, retired 
into the fastnesses of the Apennines; while Suwarrow, who had received or- 
ders to collect the whole Russians in the Alps, set out, agreeably to the plan 
fixed on, with seventeen thousand men for the canton of the Tessino (2). 

tliosc gccal cvcnls were passing to the south of the Alps, 
of still more decisive importance occurred to the north of 
riu.'! " those mountains. Immediately after the capture of Zurich and the 
retreat of Massena to Mount Albis, the Archduke established the bulk of his 
forces on the hills which separate the Glatl from the Limmat, and placed a' 
line of posts along the whole line of that river and the Aar, to observe the 
movements of the Republicans. Each of the opposing armies in Switzerland 
numbered about seventy-five thousand combatants; but the French had 
acquired a decided superiority on the Upper Rhine, wlicrc they had collected 
forty thousand men, Avhilc the forces’ of the Imperialists amounted in that 
quarter only to twenty-two thousand. Both parlies were anxiously wailing 
for reinforcements; but as that expected ,l)y the Archduke, under Korsakow, 
was by much the most important, Massena resolved to anticipate his adversary, 
and strike a decisive blow before that dreaded auxiliary arrived. For Ibis 
purpose be commenced his operations by means of his right wing in the 
higher Alps, hoping, by the advantage which the initiative always gives in 
mountainous regions, to dispossess the Imperialists from the important posi- 
tion of the St.-Golbard, and separate their Italian from their German armies 
by the acquisition of these elevated ridges, which were universally at that 
period deemed the key to the campaign (5). 

Ins.'inr tits- At the very time when the French general was making prepara- 
tions for these important movements, the Aulic Council gave every 
umperiod possiblc facility to their success, by compelling the Archduke to 
AuhTcoun- depart with his experienced troops for the Rhine, and make way for 
the Russians under Korsakow, equally unskilled in mountain war- 

(1) Jom.xii. 127, 128. Dum. i. 334, 335. Sl.-Cyr, (3) Arch. CIC ii. 77, 81. Jom. xii 55, 58. Dura. 

4i. 1 , 3. i. 20e. 

( 2 ) Jem. xii. 129. 133, 133. Arch. Ch.ii. 74,77. 

Dam. 1. 33G, 337. 
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fare, and unacquainted Tviih the French tactics. In vain that able commander 
represented that the line of the Rhine, Vrith its double bamer of forirc^'cs, 


and Austrians on the frontier of the Jura, nhcre no fortresses eiisted to im- 
pede an invadingforce; that fifty thousand Russians m Smlzcrland could not 
supply the place of seventy thousand Austrians; and the chances, therefore, 
^erc that «ome serious disaster vould occur in the most important part of 
thehne of operations; and that nothing could be more hazardous than to 
make a change of troops and commanders in presence of a po\\ erful and enter- 
prising enemj , at fhe verv time that he \sas meditating offensive operations 
These judicious observations produced no sort of effect, and the court of 
Vienna ordered “the immediate execution of its will, snlhout further ob- 
jections (1).” 

To understand the imporiaut military operations which followed, 
it IS indispensable to form some idea of the ground on wluch they 
took place. The St.-Golhard, though inferior in elevation to many 
other mountains in Switzerland, is nevertheless the central point of the 
counlrj , and from its sides the greatest rivers in Europe lake their nse On 
the east, the Rhine, springing from the glaciers of Diseniis and llmtcr-Rbine, 
carries its waters, by a circuitous course, through the vast expanse of the 
lake of Constance to (he German ocean ; on the north, the Reu<s and the 
Aar, descending in parallel ravines through rugged mountains, feed the lakes 
of Lueeme, Thun, and Brientz, and ultimately contribute thcir waters to the 
same majestic stream ; on (he west, a still greater nver rises in (he blue and 
glittering glacier of the Rhone, and descending through the long channel of 
the Valais, expands into the beautiful lake of Geneva ; while to the south, 
the snow 3 of the St -Gothard nourish (he impetuous torrent of (he Tessino, 
which, after foaming through the rocks of laido, and bathing the smiling 
shores of the Italian badliwicks, swells out into the sweet expanse of tlic 
Lago Slaggiorc, and loses itself in the classic waves of the Po. 

The line of the Limmai, vvliich now separated the hostile armies, is com- 
posed of thebinth, which rises m the snowy mountains of Clarns, and, after 
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forming in ils course lliclakc of Zurich, issues from that great sheet of water, 
under the name of the Limmat, and throws itself into the Aar at Bruick. 
llolze guardcd'the line of the Linth ; the Archduke liimsclf that of the Lim- 
mat. Korsnkow was considcrahlv in the rear, and was not expected at SchalT- 
hausen till the lOlh August (1). 

One road, practicable for cavalry, hut barely so for artillery at that i)eriod, 
crossed the Sl.-Gotbard from Bcllinzona to AlldorC (2). Ascending from 
Bcllinzona on ibcsmilhern side, it passes through a narrow dclile close to the 
Tessino, bctuccn immense walls of rock l)elwccn Faido and Airolo; climbs 
the sleep ascent above Airolo to the inhospitable summit of the Sl.-Gothard ; 
descends, by a torrent’s edge, its northern declivity to the elevated mountain- 
valley of Urscren, from whence, after traversing the dark and humid gallery 
of theUnncrloch, it crosses the foaming cascade of the Renss by the celebrated 
Bevirs Bridge, and descends, through the desolate and rugged valley ofSchol- 
Icnen, to Altdorf on the lake of Lucerne. But there all vestige of a practicable 
road ceases; the sublime lake of Uri lies before the traveller, the sides of 
which, formed of gigantic wails of rock, defy all attempt at the formation of 
a path, and the communication with Lucerne is carried on by water along 
the beautiful lake of the four cantons. The only way in which it is possible 
to proceed on land from this point, is cither by shepherds’ tracks towards 
Slantz and the canton of Undcrwalden, or by the rugged and almost imprac- 
ticable pass of the .Schachcuihal, by which the traveller may reach the" upper 
extremity of the canton of Glarus. From the valley of Urseren, in the heart 
of the St.-Golhard, a difficult and dangerous path leads over the Furca and 
the Grimscl, across sleep and slippery slopes, where the most experienced 
traveller can with difficulty keep his fooling, to Mcyringen, in the valley of 
Oberhasli. 

pi.in oru.t The plan of the Allies was, that llolze, with Iwcnly-fivc thousand 
Austrians, should be left on the Linth ; and at the end of September 
a general attack should be made on the French j)osilion along the whole line. 
Korsakow was to lead the attack on the left willi his Russian forces; Ilotz in 
the centre with the Austrians ; while Suwarrow, with seventeen thousand of 
his best troops, llushed with the conquest of Italy, was to assail the right 
flank of the Republicans, and by the Sl.-Gotbnrd throw himself into the rear 
of their position on the Limmat. This design might have been attended ^^•ith 
success, if it had been underlaken with troops already assembled on the 
theatre of operations; but -whon they were to be collected from Novi and 
Bavaria, and undertaken in presence of a general perfectly master of the 
ground, and already occupying a central position in the midst of these con- 
verging columns, it was evidently attended with the most imminent hazard, 
as if any of the columns did not arrive at the appointed lime, the whole weight 
of the enemy might be expected to fall on the first which appeared (5). 

And of Massena intrusted to Lccourbe, whose skill in mountain warfare 
Massina, already been amply evinced, the important duty of throwing 

Aug. li. forward his right wing, and expelling the Imperialists from the 
higher Alps; while he himself, by a false attack along the whole line, and 
especially upon Zurich in the centre, distracted the attention of the enemy, 
and prevented him from perceiving the accumulation of force which was 
brought to bear on the St.-Gothard. Early on the morning of the d4lh 
August, his troops were every where in motion. On the left, the Allied 

(1) Th. X. 409, 410. Areli. Ch, i. 96. verses Uiis mountainous and rfdiuaiHic region, wds 

(2) The magnificent cUaussce , which now l^a* ,nol formed till the year 18 < ^ \ 

(3) Th. X. 4U. Arch. 
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outposts \serc driven in ^long the whole line; and m the centre the attack 
was so impetuous that the Austrians were forced back almost to Zurich, 
where the Archduke rapidly collected liis forces to resist the inroad. After 
considerable bloodshed, as the object was gained, the Republicans drew 
off, and resumed their positions on the Limmal(l). 

The real attack of Lecourbe was attended with very diffcrcntre- 
liiM'kby* suits. The forces at his disposal, including those of Thurcau m the 
Ve's/’’* ‘’'•Talais,were little short of thirty thousand men, and thej were di- 
co*hard reeled with the most consummate ability, GcneraiGudin,withfi\e 
battalions, was to leave the valley of the Aar, force the ridge of the GnrascI, 
and forming a junction with General Thurcau m the Valais, dnsethe Aus- 
trians from the source of the Rhone and ilicFurca. Asccond column of three 
battalions, commanded by Loison, rcccised orders to cross the ridgcof the 
Sleinenhclwecn Oherhash and the valley of Schollencn, and descend upon 
TNasen; while a third marched from Engeibcrg upon Erstfcld, on the lake of 
Lucerne, and a fourth moved direct by the valley of Issi upon AUdorf Lc- 
courbe bimsclf w as to embark from Lucerne on board bis {lolilla, make him- 
self master of Brunnen and Schwy tz on its eastern shore, and combine w dh 
I I all the posts occupied by the 

• ‘ ThcRcpubhcanpartics, under 

rt.t .*» v« Lccourbe and Oudinot ,ad\ anced by land and w aicr ngainstSchwy tz, 
and after an obstinate combat, the united Swiss and ImpcnvhsU 
were dm cn from that canton into the Mtittcnilnl. 1 rom Brunnen, Ihc liar- 


diflicuUics, had crossed the Sicmcrbcrgand the glaciers of Susten, and not 
only forced the enemy back into the valley of Kciiss, but, after five assaults, 
made bimsclf master of the important elevated post of a«cn, in the middle 
* • • ‘ - 1 « n Omen ijpfromAJldorf 

uly they bad no rc^ou^cc 

■ : . . whence Uicy reached by 

Ta\ Itch the v alley of the Rhine (5). ' 

Meanwhile succes^essuU moTCilmswc wcroachicvcdhy thcRc- 
publicans in llic other parts of Ibcir mountain Imc. General Tfiu- 
rim*** rcauat thc'^amc hour attacked Prince Uolian,wbowa3 stationed iit 
the Valais, near Brig, to guard the northern approach to the Simplon, and de- 
feated him with such loss, that he wav constrained tociacuatc the valley of 


mountain, lie succeeded m stopping llic advance of the Uepuhheaus up the 
Valais, but during liiv absence ihc important j»osl5 of the Gntnsel and I urea 
were lost, General Gudin, at the head ot ihrce lliousaiid men, vet out from 
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Goiiltniicn,in llic valley of the Aar, and after clinihing up the valley, and 
surmounting 'vviih infinite difficulty the glaciers of Ghelmeu, succeeded in 
assailing the corps who guarded, amidst ice and snow, the rugged summit of 
the Grimselfrom a higher point than that which they occupied. After a des- 
perate conllict, in which a severe loss was experienced on both sides, the Im- 
perialists were driven down the northern side of the mountain into the 
Valais ; and Colonel Strauch, finding himself now exjioscd on both flanks, had 
no alternative but to retire by the dangerous pass called the Pas dc Nufienen, 
over a slippery glacier, to Taido on the Tessiuo, from whence he rejoined the 
scattered detachments of his force, which had made their escape from the 
Valais by paths known only to chamois hunters through the Val Formazza at 
Bcllinzona (1). 

Lccourbe, ignorant of the success of his right wing; on the succeeding day 
pursued his career of victory in the valley of the Iteiiss. Following the retir- 
Aiis. ib. ing columns of the Imiierialisis up the dark and shaggy pass of 
Schollencn, he at length arrived at the Devil’s Bridge, where a chasm thirty 
feel wide, formed by the blowing up of the arch, and a murderous fire from 
the rocks on the opposite side of the ravine, arrested his lU'ogress. But this 
obstacle was not of long duration. During the nigbl the Republicans threw 
beams over the chasm ; and the Austrians, finding themselves menaced on 
their flank by General Gudin, who was descending the valley of Urscren from 
the Furcaby Rcalp, were obliged to evacuate that almost impregnable post, 
and retire to the heights of the Crispalt, behind the Oberalp, near the source 
Anti t!ip St - of the Rhine. There they maintained themselves, with great reso- 
Gotiuni. lution, against the Republican grenadiers till the evening; but on 
the following day as they were assailed by the united forces of Lccourbe and 
Gudin, they were finally broken and driven back to llanlz, with the loss of a 
A«g. iG. thousand prisoners and three pieces of cannon. At the same time, a 
detachment look possession of the summit of the Sl.-Gothard, and established 
itself at Airolo, on the southern declivity of the mountain (2). 

StlPCfSSPS of ■\Ybile Lccourbe Avas gaining these great successes on the right, 
joft, '' his left,T)ClAvcen the lakes of Lucerne and Zurich, Avas equally for- 
tunalc. General Chabran, on the extreme left, cleared the Avhole 
'nio Glams, -wcstcrn bank of the lake of Zurich as far as Weggis, the central 
columns drove the ImperialislsfromSchwylz into thcMullcnlhal, and defeated 
Jcllachich at Ensiedlcn ; and on the following day, aided by Chabran, Avho 
moved against his flank by the Wiggislhal, they totally routed the Austrians, 
who fell back, Avith the loss of lAveh'c hundred prisoners, by the lake of 
Klonlbal, into the canton of Glarus. Thus, by a series of operations, as ably 
executed as they Avere skilfully conceived, Avas the Avhole left Aving of the 
Imperialists routed and driven back in less than forty-eight hours, Avith the 
loss of ten pieces of cannon, four thousand prisoners, and Iaa'O thousand in 
killed and Avounded, and the important post of the St.-Golhard, Avith all its 
approaches and lateral valleys, Avrcsledfrom their hands (o). 

AiTatTcmpt 1'l^cse brilliant successes, hoAA'ever, Avere only gained by Massena 
“f through the great concentration of his forces on the right Aving. 
emss the To accomplish this he was obliged to Aveaken bis left, Avhich, loAver 
ii>'wZulict down in the plain, guarded the course of the Aar. The Archduke 

(j) Arch. Ch, ii. 105, 107. Join. .\ii. 80, 81.- (3) An li. Ch, ii. 212, 213. Join. xii. 82, 84. Dum. 

l)um. i. 308,309. Ebel, Maimcl tin Voy.igcur cii i. 305. 

Suisse, 325. Many readers will recognise, in the theatre of 

(2) Arch. Ch. ii. 108, 110. Jom. xii. 81, 82. these operations, the scenes indelibly engraven on 
Umn. i, 308, 309. , tlicir memory by the matchless sublimity of their 

features. '■ 
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rcsoWefl to avail himself of Uiis. circamslancc to strike a dcciMi e bb-n against 
that weakened extremity, m which he was tlie more encouraged bj the 
arriial of twenty thousand Russians of Korsakow’s corps at SthaiTliauseD, 
and the impo-tanl effect w Inch success in that quarter w ould Iiai e m threaten 
ing the communications of the Repubhran army with the interior of France 
Fj>r this purpose, thirty thousand mcil were assembled on the banks of the 
nier, and the point selected for the passage at Gross Dettmgen, a little 
below the junction of the Rcuss and the Aar llolzc was left in Zurich with 
eight tliou^and men, which he engaged to defend to the last cxtrcmiiy, 
■while hor«akow promised to arn\e at Ober Endingen, in the centre of the 
line, with iweniy-lhrce thousand men The march of the columns was so 
well concealed, and the arrangements made with such precision, that lhi> 
great force reached tlm destined point without the enemy being aware of 
Ibeir arrnal, and ciery thing promised a favourable issue to the enterprise, 
when it proicd ahortnefrom the dilficullics of the passage, and the want of 
skill and due preparation in the Austrian engineers The bridges for the 
crossing of the troops were commenced under such a Molenl fire of artillery 
AO, i6»nj as speedily cleared the opposite banks, hut it was found impossible 
» to anchor the pontoons in the rocky bed of tlie stream, and the 

rapidity of the current rendered u hopeless to construct the bridges m any 
other manner Thus, from the want of a little foresight and a few prccaii- 
Ivons on the part of the engineers, did a project fail, as ably conceited os it 
was accurately executed b) the militar> officers, and which promised to 
hat c altered the fate of the campaign, and perliaps of the war Had the pas- 
sage been effected, (he Archduke, with forty thousand men, would have 
cleared all the right bank of the Aar, separated tlic French left wing on the 
Rhine from their centre and tight m Switrerland, compelled ilassdiia to 
undertake a disastrous retreat into the canton of Berne, exposed to almost 
certain destruction the small corps itRaslc, and opened to immediate inia- 
ston the defenceless frontier of the Jura, from the imilod troops of the Arch- 
duke, Korsakow,andbuwarrow The want of a few grappling irons defeated 
a project on which perhaps the fate of the world depended Such is frequcnll j 
the fortune ofwar(l) 

Aag <j Desirous still of achieving something considerable with his te- 
tcran troops before leasing the command in Switzerland, the Archduke, 
after his troops had resumed their position, again concentrated ins left under 

p „,t Iloize Rut thousual jealousies between the troops and command- 

M nations prcicnled tins project from being carried info 

»b n» execution , and before the end of the month the Austrians, under 
tlioir able commander, were m full march for the Upper Rlimc, icaung 
Iwcnty-fnc ihou-^nd men, under ilotzc, as an auxiliary force to support 
Korsakow until thcarnial of Siiwarrow from the phins of Piedmont (2) 

w This change of commanders, and weakening of the \liiid forces, 

*n !♦ Vr- presented too great chances of succc'is to escape the ob^cn alum of 
«(i able a general as Ma»sina, whose army was now augmented, by 
rt jnforcementsfrom the interior, to al oic eighty llimi«and men The move- 
ment commenced with an attack by Soull, with the right wing ofiht Re- 
publicans, upon llolzc, whooccupMxl ilic canton of Clams, and, afkr seicral 
sharp skirmishes, a dcchiic action took place near baefils, In which the 
Austrians were defeated, and compcllcil to fall back to a defensive bne in 

(0 Artli til u 119 l« Pao t JH Jrt 
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their rear, extending from the lake of ZAirich liy "Wasen through the Wallen- 
sladler Sec, hy Sargans to Coirc, in the Grisons. It as at this critical moment 
tliat the Ai-chdukc, yielding to the pressing commands of the Aiilic Council, 
Avas compelled to abandon the army with the great body of his troops, leav- 
ing the united force of Korsakow and llotzc, fifty-six thousand strong, scat- 
tered over a line forty miles in length, to sustain the weight of Massena, Avho 
could bring, sixty-five thousand to bear upon the decisive point around the 

ramparts of Zurich (1). , , . 

The arrival of the Archduke Avas soon attended Avith important efiects upon 
aue. 31 :. the Upper Rhine. The French had crossed that river at Manheim 
oil the 2Gth August Avith tAVclvc thousand men, and driving General Muller, 
Avho commanded the Imperialists, before them, laid siege to Philipsburg, on • 
Avhich they had commenced a furious bombardment. But the approach of 
•the Austrian commander speedily changed the slate of afiairs. The columns 
of that prince rapidly approaching, threatened to cut off their retreat to the 
Rhine and they were obliged hastily to raise the siege and retire to Manheim. 
Sept c. ^ The insufficient slate of defence of that important place, inspired 
c“rcmnon the Archduke with the design of carrying it by a coup-dc-main . Us 
fortifications had, some months before, been levelled by the Re- 
Jlnnlicim. publicans- but since that time, they had been indefatigable in 
Scir endeavours to’ restore them, and they Avere already in a respectable 
stale of defence. On the 17lh, the Austrians, in two columns, one of fourteen 
thousand men, the other of seven thousand, Avilh a reserve of eight thousand, 
moved towards Manheim, and on the folloAving day gave the assault. A thick 
fo" favoured the enterprise; the Austrians got into the redoubts almost be- 
scpl IS. fore the French were aAvare of their approach, and drove them 
over the Rhine, with the loss of eighteen hundred prisoners, and twenty-one 
Pieces of cannon. This success threw a momentary lustre over the expedition, 
for Avhich the Allies Averc about to pay dear by the disasters experienced 


pbhoftiic Afler^ the departure of the Archduke, it Avas concerted between 
'Sird" Suwarrow, Korsakow, and llolze, that the former of these com- 
mandcrs should set out from Bellinzona on the 21 si September, 
anil Korsa- and attack the Republican positions near Airoloon theTessino. On 
ji". the 2ulh, he expected to be at Alldorf, after having made himself 
master of the Sl.-Gothard. From thence he was to form a junction Avilh Kor- 
sakow at Zurich, and Avilh their united forces assail the position of Massena 
on the Limmat in front, Avhile Ilolze attacked it in Hank. By this means they 
flattered themselves that they Avould be able lo-raarch on the Aar Avith the 
mass of their forces, and drive the French back upon the frontier of the Jura 
and their oAvn resources. This project was Avell conceived, in so far as the 
turning the French position by the ^l.-Gothard Avas concerned, and if it had 
all been executed as vigorously and accurately as it Avas by SuAvarrow, the 
result might have been very difierent, but it pres'ented almost insurmount- 
able difficulties in the execution, from the rugged nature of the country in 
which the principal operations w-ere to be conducted, the difficulty of com- 
municating from one valley or one part of the army to Another, and the re- 
mote distances from which the corps A\'hd Avere to combine in the operation 
Avere to assemble. It Avould have been more prudent Avitli such detached bo- 
dies, to have chosen the Misocco and the Bernardine for the field marshal’s 


(1) Arcli. Cli. ii. 135, 139. Tli.x. 412,413. Jom. 
xU. 231,284. 

IV. 


(2) Join. xii. 238, 341. Ar'’’ 
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march, ns that >vould have brooglit lum doy>'n,by roads practicable for ar- 
tillery, through the Via-3fala into the heart of the Austrian army, undercover 
of the posts >\hich they still occupied in the Grisons; but it did not promise 
such brilliant results in the outset as that tvhich he adopted, and it was wore 
suitable to the imp’etuous character of the Russian veteran to throw himself 
at once through the narrow Tavines of the St.-GoUiard upon Ihe flank of 
his adversary’s hnc (f). 

Meanw hile Korsakow collected the greater part of his forces m the 
neighbourhood of Zurich, where they were encamped between the 
ramparts of the town and the banks of the Sill. The position which 
zaricb they occupied, and the necessity of sirikinga decisive blow before 
the arris al of Suw arrow*, suggested to BlassOna a plan which he concened 
and executed wuh the most consummate ability. He had a supcriorit j , until 
,the arrival of Suw arrow , of ten thousand over the Allies; but the corps w hich 
that commander brought with him would turn the balance as far tiic otlicr' 
way (2). ^ow, therefore, was the moment, by a decisive blow in the centre, 
to rum the Allied army before the junction of that dreaded commander. Rut 
the distribution of these troops rendered this superiority still more im- 
portant; for JIasstna could assemble ihiriy-nme thousand on the dccunc 
line of the Limmat (Sj, while Kor<alow could only collect twenty-five thou- 
sand, the hulk of whom were grouped together under the cannon of Jiuncli, 
where their numbers were of no avail, and their crowded state m anarfaw 
space only impeded any mihtarj movements , ' 

unf.oiKi»4 Hie temper and feeling of the Russian troops, cv cn more than, , 
Utier their defective position, rendered them llic ready victims of a skil- 
ful and daring adversary. Justly proud of their longscricS of victories over 
the Turks, and of the decisive impression which Suw arrow had made m the 
Italian campaign, they had conceived both an unreasonable confidence In 
their own strcngili, and an unfounded contempt for their enemies. This * 
feeling was not the result of a course of successes over an antagonist with 
whom llicj had repeatedly inoasured their strength, but bf a blind idea of 
supenonty, unfounded either m reason or experience, ond likely to lead to 
the most disastrous consequences In presence of the first general then in 
Europe, at the head of a greatly superior force, Korsakow thought it unne- 
cessary to adopt other measures or take greater precautions than if he Ind 
been on the banks of the Dnoistcr, In front of an undisciplined horde of bar- 


Ihc bulk of his forces furllicr down the nver at Clostcr-lahr, where it was 
slcndcrlj guardctl ; and thus to turn the pQ-,iUon under the ramparts of that 
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^ !U pt'.if rvrrtiniK }h«' rrrnch n!c:im'fr‘< tvillcclnl, hy Innd-ruv- 
iwrh<- ji.tnhuMi" nihl thiitj “'I’vni I>AiKsiil Hit’lilvoii, nit ilir 
rvcniisc «'f tti*' -?!h b'-j'tcjnlM'u tinn wnc cnui'cali tl Ix'liiud 

.an oiniiiniiTC .aiui '••nrt.il ht'ti^c N. ,iu<i luotn'Iil ilnwn n> lin' inai^in of llu* ri'rr 
al ilaslnralv nu lUr foUowina ni»mnt.:. Iln- Tuiuh inn'-kod baUrru". were 
Uioa ojtrno't. .atnl I') tin’ '.niii'i t<uit) of llwit lin’ llu’ opposiir linnj, ^\a4 
‘.ptYiiih riivnial tif ibo ffi liti' iIi't.it'ImK'UK of itic ciirniv a\l)o iirriipicil it, 
ami tlic [‘.I'*--!.:!' ramtui nn-.L S»\ luiniirrii iin-n. in thn lifsj iiisi.inrc, wen; 
fert led o\ t r, au<l lii*‘ rrenelt .art diet \ , «lii<-< ted li\ td’tUT.d Toy. pioteeted tin*; 
C‘dl.->nt I»Tnd liie atl irl.'. of the inrti .I'.itn: fun e of tlie ein nu , till the 

I* lit*. retntned with .1 fn-di det.whinent. Me.mw liile the jKiiilonn'. .arrived, ,at 
.a qnirl, Irut. front I'n-Sikon ; the hiid.:e luvati to he for mrd, .md the trunli*;, 
ft tried over, .att.aehttl .auti e.auietl the hn.;ht on the Ojijto-.ite stle, thmmh 
ih fen.ied w ith the ino'l tdivtinale \nIour h> three Uti'.siati h,ilI.dioji>., from 
wlo nre <-e\rji jtiet 0 " of e.ituion had Itilheito thumiered on iheit rio'-'inf; 
eolnnniv. lt\ vevm oMoel. the pl.tie.ni of (dro.tet-r.ahr, whieh eoinniiimletl 
tl\e pa'-va»'i\ w.Ts t .arrie-l h:, with the .arliUetv which crowned it. nnd hefon; 
Jiinr the hriil;e eoin|deIe.i. .ami ttiidinot. wjlh tifleeij thoii,‘..itid men, 
lirmly e't.ahle-hed on the riultt h.ink of the riter. 

. While thi- •■eiioi!'. allorl. was pnim: on in Ilie eejitre,' (ieneml 
Mi'itard on the left h.ol. !»y .a feittneil .rtt-ack, induced the lUivsj.in 
romm.amier, lmr.t«s(,w. to etdh el .alt hi' fon e' to ro'i'l the thre.at- 
rned pavsace on tiie low er l.imm-al, .ami Mortier, hy a v ii;otons ilemou'tr.alion 
.acaiti't '/ttrieh, rel.iined the hull, of tlo* IUi"ian eenirein the neifrhhmirhood 
of that riiy. lli'> troop' were inathajuale to ptodvice .any 'erimot imjtte'Mon 
tm the (leii'-e ma<'es t,f the lltis'i.ni' who weie tlieie .a"emht(’tl; Imt while lie 
wa*. reiitim: in roufti'-imi, .iml Kor'.il.ow wav .already roimratnlatin^ hiimelf 
on n victory, he w.as alarmi'l hy the iiicrr .I'lim’ c.mnonnde' in liK le.vr, ,aml 
intelligence 'oon .at rived of tlw pa^.a^e nt (‘.h.stcr-r.aht. the disaster of .Mar- 
KofT. and the se[».ir.alioii of the riK’ht vriiir; under intr.issow horn the centre, 
now- left to its own rc'onr<cs .-|t ‘/iirieli. ^horlh .aftet, lie r<c<>ived tin* mosj 
.alarmin;; .an omits of the pro„-re's of ttmliimt ; he had made himself master 
of llrni'.:, and the heights w hieh sin round '/m ieh on the north west ; .and, in 
spite of .a sally vvliieli Korsal.ow m.nle tow.nds •■venim:. at the he.ad of five 
thousand men, which compelled the enemy to recede to the fool of the 
heights to the nortii of the tow n, liiey still m.aintainetl themselves in force on 
that important piisition, harted the roadofW'intherlhur, thes<de i'So.e told r- 
m.any,.and all hut surronndeii the Allied m my within the walls of the city . l;.-. 


1 ' c 

I; 


fore ninhtfall. M.isst'na, fully sensihle of his tidvantaucc, snmi;: 1 the 

sianeotnmnndcr to surrender, a ptojios.al t» wliich no answer w: ' tf inr:!*- 
Dnriut: ihcfC disasters the coufu'ion in Y.niidi r- ■ • t - ll < !. 

' h''','” ” nilch. The immense connmmre of horse!;. c rr: I' : 

■/•tufh cagc-vvnt: 2 ons, suddenly thrown Isick u]> n t.’ '<.■}.* : Ily 
ilsstrcctsweresooneomidetely hlockediip; ihecric- 
in from .all quarters; the irampliue; of tlie r.av.‘!.’r 
their way ihroimh the dense mass, .and i;.- r..’ - j ‘ 

wounded and the (1 yin;: to make hc.adar;;;.'-st ' ' 
in from all sides, formed n scew 


l;;> 


fiUl Kor'iknw, ** ’* rrp^rrJ ih- * ’ i / ' * - . > 
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Tvliicli a parallel can only be found m the horrors of the lloscon retreat. 
When nrht came, the cxtcnsi\e natcli-Cres on all the heights to the north 
and n est of the city , shon cd the magnitude of theforce ith nhich they a\ ere 
threatened in that quarter , n Inic the unruffled expanse of the lake ofTered 
no hope of escape on the other side, and the bombs s\hich already began to 
fall in the streets, gave a melancholy presage of the falenhicli anaited them 
if they were not speedily extricated from their perilous situation (1). 

Brate .«o lo thcsc dcspcratc circumstances, horsakow evinced a resolution 
1 "on of 35 orthy of admiration as Ins former presumptuous confidence 
jjad hccn dcser^ mg of censure Disdaining the proposal to sur- 
?brwjh render, he spent the night m making arrangements for forcing, 

■* ' •• • ,355j^ flf 

dunng 
le right 


French outposts Strengthened by these reinforcements, Korsikow resolved 
to attempt the passage through the enemy on ihcfolloningday. 
s»pt >s At daybreak, on the 28ih, the Russian columns ncre formed m 
bjwiy order of battle, and attacked nith the utmost impetuosity the 
division Lorges and the brigade Bonterns, which had cstahli'hcd 
themselves on the road to >\intlierihur, the sole line of rclrcal 
which remained to them The resistance of the French was ob* 
simate and the carnage frightful, hut the Russians fought w iih the courage of 
despair, and at length succeeded m driving the Republicans before them and 
opening a passage The wliolc army of K6rsakov\ was then arranged for a 
repeat but contrary to every rule of common sense, as wcU as the military 
art, he placed the infantry in front, the cavalry m the centre, and the nr//l- 

• ) <«! ft • •■•nr lAtvtnivnnR ;t cl^nttpr* m iWnnil 


hcans against the cav airy in the centre were more successful. The <liv isions 
Borges and Gazan, by reiterated charges on the moving mass, at length suc- 
ceeded in throvMng it into confusion, the disorder soon •spread to ilic rear; 
all the cfTortsofthe generals to arrest it proved incITectual; the brave Svesex, 
destined to honourable distinction m a more glorious war, was wounded and 
made prisoner, and amidst a scene of unexampled confusion, a hundred 

* . . _ » I — -nd 


Tf 

thclimmat,wliticuuumui,t4iijiiietveiy imuo “'•»* i*'- • • 

from the heights on the north, the garrison delllcil after the nnm army in 
confusion ; soon the gates were seized , a mortal 8trng.:lc ensued in the sirtf is, 
iri ihc course of which the illustrious Uvalcr, seeking to save itie life of a 
soldier threatened with death, was barbarously shot. At length all the troops 


(lVa«m »ll ISl 255 Cli I l»5. IM 

^TV *. tlT.su 


(2) Arts a 11 IJT n * 111 <11 



3700 .] m.^Tonv or rrnorr.. GO 

who romninrd in '/nrlrh hiul down tlinr nrm-:; .’ind Kor.cakow, wo.akonrd liy 
tho ln<<ofoidil thnU'-ani! Killed :uid wounded, .and live ihonsnnd prisoners, 
lir'idc"; hi< a\li«le .atliilery .and .annnunition. w.a'; allowed to retire, without 
further tnolesi.ation In I'udi'.au to.Sh.allii,anM'n(P. 

V V-.-,.. rf While 7 .m ieh w.ai innnort.alired hy the^e .a^ilonidnttp tritunphs, the 
It •■'*••’’<' 5 ' nf Sonlt on the linperi.al riuht, on the tip|ier part of the lino 

r,-isx. .ahove the lake, w.a't haidly le*-' Mirre'tsfiil. lloire had there re- 
tained only two h.atlalion''. at his he.aihjnarlet s of Kalthrnn; the remainder 
were dispel ..('d .ahum the vast line, from the upper end of the lake of 7 ,nrieli 
hy Sarcans. to (ioire in the Prisons. Aeeitmnlatini: hisforee.s. Sonlt sKilfnlly 
and rafddiv passed the l.intlunt three in the niornin!; of the ‘J'ilh. One hun- 
dred and lifiy volnnleets lii'i swani .arross the ri\er. with their .sahies in 
their teeth, durin;: ihedarktie'S of the nipht.aml .ntled hy the .artillery from 
the I’reneh sjile, spoeiiily dispeisfd the Austrian posts on the lij^ht hank, and 
proteeted the diseinhaikatinn ofsiv rompanies of frrenailiers, who soon after 
made thennelves masleis of Sehenis. Wakened hy the sound of the eammn, 
S'r--.' IIot.^e ran. with a few otlieers .and .a slemler esrni t, to the spot,, and 
!sV«'..:Vf fell dead hy the lir-t di-rharire of the llrptddiean videttei;. This 
calamitous event threw the Austrians into Mirh eonstern.atinn, that 
they fell hnek from Sehenis to K.althrnn, from which they were .also dislodired 
before the evening. At the same lime, the Treneh had succeeded in cro'^sini; 
.a hody of tnaops over the river, a little lower down. ,at Shemersl.en. .and ;nl- 
v.aneed to t!iehrid::e off.rynau, where .a despeialeronfliet ensued. Thesodis- 
nsters compelled the Austrians to retreat to their position .at Wesen, where 
they wore ne\l day .assaulted hy Soidt. ami driven Urst behind theThier.s, .and 
nt lenpth over the llhine. with the loss of three thousand prisoners, twenty 
pieees of eammn, all their haceatte. .and the whole llntilla, ronstruelcd <al .a 
pre-at exficnse. on the lake of W.allensi.ult (iJ,. 

Oj While lliesf! disasters were .aceumnkatine upon the Allied force, 

» •> "Voa whirli he was adv.atieini: to support. Snwarrow was resolutely .and 
faithfully performing his part of the general plan, lie .arrived .at 
Taverno on the Pith .\ii”nsi, and ilispatrhini: his .artillery .and h.atnt.afte, Ity 
Como .and Chinvenna, towards the (irisons, set nut himself, with twelve thou- 
sand veterans, to .ascend iheTo.ssino and forre tlie ji.assace of the St.-Gothard, 
while Itosenherp, with six thousand, was sent rotind hy the. Y.al Hiepno, to 
turn the jiosilion hy thcCrisp.ali and l>isentis,.and sode.srend into the valley 
of Pr.seren hy its eastern extremity. On theilsi Sepiemher, thellussian main 
liody arrived at Airolo, at the fool of the nionnt.ain, wcr<‘ General Gudin was 
s^r!- 5 ’- strongly jiostcd, with four thousand men, covering both the direct 
road over the St.-Golh.anl and the path wliieh led diagonally to the Furca. 
Two days after, the attack was commenced, with the nlniosl resolution, hy the 
Russian troops; hut in spile of nil tlioir clTorls,- Ihe.y were arrested in the sleep 
zigzagascenl above Airolo hy the rapidand incessant lire of the French lirail- 
IJ! ■■ "• lours. In vain the Russians, marching boldly up, answered hy 
.wroio. ii,r hc<ivy platoons of imiskctry; their fire, however sustained, coulu 
‘o' ni’o., 7 t'i. prodncclilllc impression on detached jiarlics of sharpshooters, who, 
posted behind rocks and scattered fir-irces, caused every shot to 
tell 111)011 liic dense array of tlicir ns.sailnnts. Irril.'iicd at the unexpected ob- 
stacles, the old m.irshal adv<anccd to the front, lay down in a ditch, and de- 
clared his resolution “ to he buried there, where his children lind retreated 


(l) Tl..x.4I0,-l20. Arcli.CIi, ii. 109,201. Jom. (2) Join, xii. 250, 2i; 
xii. 257, 258. Hard. vii. 202. Dum. ii. Cl, 03. 
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o^e^thc^ugged summilofihe St -Golhard!othe>alleyof Ursercn. Atthesamc 
time, Rosenberg bad assailed tbc Frencli detacliment on the summit of the Cn- 


Br«d”i Assailed ny such'supcrioriorces, both in front and tlank,Lecoiirbc 
*h7oeri*« altematue but a rapid retreat. During tlie night, tlicrc- 

Bndsr fore, hetliren Ins artillery into the Ueuss, and retired donn the 
galley of Schollcncn, breaking donm the Deni’s Dndgc to impede the progress 
of the encmj , ■while Gndm scaled the Furca bj moonlight, and look post on 
the inhospitable summit of tiic GnmscI On the follow ingmorning llicunitctl 
Russian forces approached the Deni’s Rndgc, but they found an impassable 
gult, two hundred feet deep, which slept the leading companies, ■while a 


Rcuss to scale the rocks on the left, by which the post at the bridge was 
turned, and beams being liastil) thrown across, the Russian troops, tvitii loud 
shouts, passed the terrific defile, and pressing Inrd upon the retiring column 
of the Republicans, cfToctcd a junction with AufTcnbcrg atWasen, and drote 
the enemy bejond Alldorfio take post on the sunny slopes where the Alps of 
Sfpi >« Surenen descend into fhcgla<sy lake of Lucerne (2). 
iiiidorf,** The capture of the St -Gotliardbj the Russians, and the cxfmislon 
To French from the whole salicy of the Rcuss, was totally uii- 
th« expected by Mass^na, and would haic been attended with impor> 
u.T*’" lant results upon the general fate of the campaign, if it Ind not 
been simullancous w itli the disaster of Korsakow at Zurich, and the defeat of 
Kotze’s corps by the Republicans on (he I mth. Rut, coming as it did in (he 
midst ofthc'c misfortunes, it only induced another upon the corps whose 
defeat was about to «ignalire the Republican arms Armed at AUdorf, Su- 
■warrow found Ins progress in a direct Imc stopt hj the lake of I uccnie,w lio<c 
pcrpendicuhr sides precluded all possibility of a further adianrc m that di* 
rcclion, while the only outlet to join the Allied forces on lus right lay ihrotigh 
the horrible dcldc of thcShachcnthal, in winch even the audacious Ix^courlic 
liadnot ventured to engage his troops, liowctcr long habituated to monn- 
Inn warfare. There was now, Jiowcirr, noalirrnatiie, and Suwarrow,wil!i 
Iroops exhausted w itli fatigue, and a heart boiling w ith indignation, was com- 
pelled to commence the perilous journey (3). 
ninwit bo words can do justice to tlie dillicullics experienced h) ttic 
Russians In this terrible march, or the heroism of tlic brave men 
engaged in U Obliged to aliandon their arldlcry and liagcage, the 
whole army advanced In single file, dragging the beasts of burden after them, 
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up rocky paths, ■where even an active traveller can -with difficulty find a 
fooling. Numbers slipped down the precipices, and perished miserably; 
others, worn out with fatigue, laj^ down on the track, and were trodden under 
foot by the multitude who followed after them, or fell into the hands of Le- 
courbe, who closely hung upon their rear. So complete was the dispersion of 
the army, that the leading files had reached Mutten before the last had left 
sopi. 28 . Altdorf ; the precipices beneath the path were covered with horses, 
equipages, arms, and soldiers unable to continue the laborious ascent. At 
length the marshal reached llutten, where the troops, in a hospitable val- 
ley, abounding with cottages and green fields, hoped for some respite from 
their fatigues; and where, in conformity to the plan agreed on, they were to 
have met the Austrian corps of Jellachich and Linken, to threaten the right 
of the Republicans (1). 

sopt. 25. But it was too late : the disasters of the Imperialists deprived 
»'o/roniio them of all hope of relief from this quarter. Jellachich, faithful to 
Sore'e- instructions, had broken up from Coire and the valley of the 
ments tiicro. Riling 0X1 the 23th, witli eight battalions made himself master of 
the village of Jlollis, and driven the Republicans back to Naefels, at the bridge 
of which, however, they resolutely defended themselves. But on the follow- 
ing day, the French, issuing from Wasen, menaced the retreat of the Austrians 
by the side of the Wallenstadter See ; and Jellachich, informed of the disas- 
ters at Zurich, the death of Ilotze, and the retreat of his corps, made haste to 
fall back behind the Rhine. On the same day, Linken, who had crossed from 
the valley of the Rhine by the valley of Sernst and the sources of the Linth, 
after making prisoners two battalions whom they encountered, appeared in 
the upper part of the valley of Glarus, so as to put Molitor between two fires. 
Ilis situation now appeared all but desperate, and by a little more vigour on 
the part of the Russians might have been rendered so ; but the retreat of Jel- 
lachich having enabled Molitor to accumulate his forces against this new ad- 
versary, he was obliged to retreat, and after remaining inactive for three days 
at Schwanden, recrossed the mountains, and retired behind the Rhine (2). 

And is there Suwarrow thus found himself in the Muttenlbal,in the middle'of 
on‘^Sr"idfs, the enemy’s forces, having the whole of Massena’s army on one 
t"nt[y fOTced 0 '^ IRolitor on the other. Soon the masses of the Re- 

to retreat, publicans began to accumulate round the Russian marshal. Moli- 
lor occupied Mont Brakel and the Klonthal, the summit of the pass between 
the Muttcnthal and Glarus, while Morlier entered the mouth of the valley 
towards Schwytz, and Massena himself arrived at Fluellen, to concert Avith 
Lecourbe a general attack on the Russian forces. In this extremity, SuwarroAV 
having, Avith the utmost difficulty, assembled bis Aveary troops in the Mut- 
tenthal, called a council of Avar, and folloAving only the dictates of his oW 
impetuous courage, proposed an immediate advance to Schwytz, in the rear 
of the French position at Zurich, and wrote to Korsakow, that he would hold 
him ansAverable with his head for one step further that he continued his re- 
treat. The officers, hOAvever, perceiving clearly the dangerous situation in 
Avhich they Avere placed, strongly urged the necessity of an immediate retreat 
into Glarus and the Grisons, in order to strengthen themselves by that Aving 
of the Allied army Avhich alone had escaped a total defeat. At length, Avilh 
the utmost difficulty, the veteran conqueror Avas persuaded to alter his 


(1) Join. x'li. 270, 271. Tli. x. 423. Arch. Ch. ii. (2) Arch. Ch. ii. 212, 220. Join. xii. 271, 272* 
37« i Dum. 11* G6> 09> 
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■ ■ ■ ■ •« * r -‘‘Teat, >\eepmgv Jill 

. : ' ’ . ■ which Ins niarTcI- 

‘ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ arecr hj the faulJs 

of Ihe generals placed under his command ). 
stpt 3o Preceded by Ihc Auslnao diMsion under AulTenbcrg, Ihc Rus- 
lans ascended ^founl Bragcl, and cliastag before them (he detachments of 
Jobtor, great part of whom were made prisoners near the lake Klonlhal, 
brow back that general upon the banksof theLinth. It ■wasnow the turn of 
he Fr^ ' * ’ ’ * • **-3 In the midst of dangers which 

lould ' ! ‘ ordinary commander, he made 

he me ■ • j inch of ground, and turning 

»« » c\er) way tofaccthcadvcrsaneswhoassailcdhim. Dclcrminedto 
dock up (he passage to the Russians, he ultimately look post at Naefcls, al- 
ready immortalized in the wars of Swiss independence, where he was fu- 
!.»mou7 riousl) attacked, for a whole day, by Prince Bagrathion Bolhpar- 
» ties fought with the most heroic courage, regardless of ten dt)s' 
preijous combats and marches, in which they had rcspcctircly 
*' been engaged , but all the cfTorls of the Russian grenadiers could 
tot prevail over the steady resistance ofthcRepubheans, and towards cicn- 
ng, haling rcccncd remforremenis from Mason, (hey salhcd forth, and 
Iroie the assailants back to Clarus On the same day Hassdna, with a large 
force, attacked the rearguard of the Russians, which was winding, encum- 
bered with wounded, along (he ifiittcnihal , but Rosenberg halting, w ithstood 
Iheir attack witli such firmness, (Inl ibe Republicans were compelled to giro 
na), and then breaking suddenly from a courageous defensive to a furious 
Dfrcnsi\c, he routed them cntircl), and drove them back as far as Schw) iz, 
with the loss of /lie pieces of cannon, a thousand prisoners, and as man) 
killed and wounded fS) 


Drnitriil ' ' • •• i 

fkMWt' Ot , , • » 

th«Alp<«r • . * ’ . ■ 

ninw'iS indisjieiisabie uiici tui. ‘ , I ■ » 

»b«rtio« resohed to retreat over llic mountains into the Orisons by Lngi, 
5Iatl, and the valley of Scrnsl To cITcct tins in presence of a superior cnem), 
pressing on his footsteps both from llieside of \aefels and the hlonllial, was 
■■ ■, . I ? .1 ^ "■“rid summits of (he 

■ • I ..... j llie shachcnthal, 

. . • J ■ ' ’ ■' the fatigues of the 

■■ : ' ■ ■ • s • ' h presented llicm- 

seUes Hardships, tenfold greater than those wiutu ail hut daunted thn 

*» . .. awaited 

I ‘ g moun- 


on &. and augmented the natural miiituiijis k' :l «. 1 •. < '* 1 * 

credible dilTictiU) the weaned eolimm wound its painful waj amongst in- 
hospitable mountains msinglc file, without either stores to sustain its strength, 
or cosenng to shelter it from the weather Tlie snow, which, in the upper 
parts of Ihc moimtains, was two feet deep, and perfccllj soft from being newly 
fallen, rendered the ascent «o {aligning, that Ihe strongest men eould with 
difficult) advance afew miles inadar Ao cottages were to be found ia Ihe'c 
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(Ircnrynnd sterile inoiinlniiis, not even trees wine to he met with to form the 
cheerful light of the hivon.-ics, vosl grey rocks starting up amongst the snow 
alone broke the mournful uniformity of the scene, and imdcr their shelter, 
or on the open sui-fncc of the mountain, wiiluml any covering or fire, wore 
the soldiers obliged to lie down, and pass a long and dreary autumnal night. 
Great numhers perished of cold, or sunk down i)rccipices, or into crevices 
from which they were nnahlc to extricate themselves, and where they were 
O':!. !■■• soon choked hy the drifting of the snow. ^Vith incrcdihlo dillionlty 
the head of the column, on the following day, at length reached, amidst co- 
lossal rocks, the summit of the ridge; hut it was not the. smiling plains of 
Italy which there met their view, hut a sea of mountains, wrapped in the 
snowy mantle which seemed the winding-sheet of the army, interspersed 
with cold grey clouds which floated romul their higher peaks. The jMps of 
Tyrol and the Orisons, Avhose summits stretched ns far ns the eye could reach 
in every direction, presented a vast wildernos';, in the solitudes of which the 
army appeared about to he lost, while not a fire nor a column of smoke was 
to he seen in the vast cxjiansc to cheer the s])irils of the soldiers. The, path, 
long hardly visible, now totally disap|)carcd, not a shrub or a hush was to 
hornet Avith ; the naked tops of the rocks,huricd in the snow, no longer served 
to indicate the lying of the precipices, or rest the exhausted bodies of the 
troops. On the southern descent tlicdifliculiies were still greater; the snow, 
hardened hy a sharp freezing wind, was so slippery, that it became inipossihlc 
for the men to keep their footing; whole comj)anies slipped together into the 
abysses below, and numhers were crushed hy the beasts of Imrden rolling 
down upon them from the upper parts of the ascent, or the masses of snow 
which became loosened by the itmcssanl march of the army, and fell down 
Avith irrcsistihlc force upon those beneath. All the day Avas passed in struggl- 
ing Avith these ditlicultics, and Avith the utmost exertions the advanced guards 
reached the village of Panix, in the Orisons, at night, Avlierc headquarters 
were established. The Avholc remainder of the columns slept upon the suoay, 
Avherc the darkness cnYclopcd them Avithout cither fire or covering. lint 
nothing could oA'crcomethcunconqucrahlcs))irit of thcHussians. With heroic 
resolution and incredible perseverance they struggled on, through hardships 
Avhich Avould have daunted any other soldiers (1); and at length the scattered 
stragglers Avcrc rallied in the valley of thcRhinc, and head-quarters cstaiilishcd 
at llantz on the lOlli, where the troop.s obtained some rest aftcr.the un- 
paralleled difficulties Avhich they had experienced. 

^IcanAvhilc KorsakoAV, having reorganized his army, and recovered 
in some degree from his consternation, halted his columns at Bus- 
ingen, and turning fiercely on his j)ursners, drove them back to 
Trullikon: but tlic enemy having there received reinforcements, the combat 
Avas renewed Avith thentmost obstinacy, and continued, Avithoutany decisive 
result on either side, till nightfall. On the same day, a body of Russian and 
Austrian cavalry, three thousand strong, posted in the vineyards and gardens 
Avhich form the smiling environs of Constance, Averc attacked by a superior 
body of Republicans, under the command of General Gazen; a furious com- 
bat commenced, in the course of Avhich the tOAvn Avas three limes taken and 
retaken, barricades AA’erc throAvn up in tbe streets, and the unhappy citizens 
underwent all the horrors of a fortress carried by assault. The Archduke 
Charles, informed of these circumstances, hastened Avith all bis disposable 
forces from the environs of Manheim. From the Ist to the 7lh of October, 


(j) Arcli. Cli. 5i, 249. 251. Join, xii. 277, 279. 
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A'rcMox* tA\cnty-sc\cn batlalions and forty-six squadrons arrived m the 
‘‘ i?a neighbourhood of Vilbngen, aiid ihc prince himself fixed liis head- 
firVbVr rur quarlors af Donhsclnngcn, in order to be at hand to sujiporl the 

hrolv6nremainsofKorsakow’sariity.'rheAUiesnereivilhdrawnfroTn 

the St -C.othard, ami all the posts they yet ^occupied in Switzerland, to the 

_■ ■ ’ ’ * ' • , n the hostile armies, the 

. qiauscn to Dlcsenhoscn, 

Trf»iy u AMjile these desperate conflicts were going on in the south of Eu- 
rope, England, at length rousing its giant strength from the stale of 
lM^/utoV'inacU\ity in which ilhad so' long been held by the militarj incx- 
jouoiund pcricncc and want of conddcncc m Us prowess on the part of go- 
vernment, was preparing an expedition more commensurate than any it liad 


fants, and the means of defenee wilhm the power of the Ilcpublieans were 
most inconsiderable By a treaty, concluded on tlie 22d June, between Eng- 
land and Russia, it w as stipulated that the former of these pow ers as to fur- 
nish 13,000, and the latter 17,000 men, towards a descent m Holland, and 
' that E i 1,000 a-monlU should be paid by En.land for ibo expenses of the 
^Russian troops, and ber wliolc naval force be employed to support the opera- 
tions, To re-establish the stadlholdcr in Holland, and terminate the revolu- 
tionary tyranny under which (hat opulent country groaned; to form the 
nucleus of an army which might threaten the northern provinces of Trance, 
and restore the barncrwluch had been so insanely destroyed by the Emperor 
Joseph, to effect a dl^c^slon in favour of the great armies now combating on 
the Rhine and the Alps, and destroy the ascendency of the Republicans m the 
raantime provinces and naval arsenals of the Dutch, were the objects pro- 
posed in this expedition, and which, by efforts more worthy of the strength 
of England, might unquestionable have been ailomed (2). ^ 

Hie preparations for the expedition, boUi in England.and the Baltic, were 
pushed with the utmost vigour, and the energy and shill with which the 
naval,departmcnts and arrangements for disembarkation were made in the 
Bntisli harbours, were such as to cxorl the admiration of the French his- 
torians (o) in the middle of July, Sir Home Popham sailed for the Baltic to 
recene on board the Riissiarrcon/wgent; white twoRe fbousarrd men, earij 
in August, were assembled on the coast of Kent, and twelve tbousand more 
were preparing for the same destination All the harbours of England re- 
sounded with the noise of preparation, it was openly announced m the news- 
p^l’^fs that a descent in Holland was in contemplation; and the 
fjrthprt numerous British cruisers, by reconnoitring every river and har- 
hour along the Channel, kept the maritime distnots In constant 
alarm from Brest to the Tcxcl The best defensive measures which their cir- 
cumstances would admit were adopted by the Directory, and Brunc, the 
r 1 - > 1 »» 1 •>« «n» I n - 1 n-Tbnth nations ; but he 

• ■ ■ Dutch troops 
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dMorj’ms August, tlie fleet, -with tlie first division of the army, 

nnd lands on lAvelve thousand strong, set sail from Deal, and joined Lord Dun- 
can in the North Sea. Tempestuous weather, and a tremendous surf 
on the coast of Holland prevented the disembarkation from being effected for 
a fortnight; but at length, on the 26th, the fleet was anchored off the Helder, 
in north Holland, and preparations were immediately made for a descent on 
Aug. 27 - the following morning. At daylight on the 27th the disembarkation 
began, the troops led with equal skill and resolution by Sir Ralph Aber- 
cnojiBV, and the landing covered by the able exertions of jLhe fleet under Ad- 
miral lilitchell and never was the cordial co-operation of the land and sea 
forces more required than on that trying service. The naval strength of Eng- 
land was proudly evinced on this occasion ; fifteen ships of the line, forty- 
five frigates and brigs, and one hundred and thirty transport vessels covered 
the sea, as far as the eye could reach, with their sails. General Daendels, who 
was at the head of a division of twelve thousand men in the neighbourhood, 
marched rapidly to the menaced point; and when the first detachment of the 
British, two thousand five hundred strong, was landed, it found itself assailed 
by a much superior force of Batavian, troops ; but the fire from the ships 
carried disorder into their ranks, and they were driven back into the sandhills 
Action at OH tlic bcacli, fpom which, after an obstinate conflict, they were ex- 

Detclfor' pelled before six in the evening, and the debarkation of the remain- 
ti.e Dutch, ipg divisions effected without molestation. In the night, the enemy 

evacuated the fort of the Holder, which was taken possession of next day by 
the English troops. In this affair the loss of the different parties was singu- 
larly at variance with what might have been expected; that of the British did 
not exceed five hundred, while that of the Dutch was more than thrice that 
number (1). 

capture of This success was soon followed by another still more important, 
fi'ecmtue The position at the Holder having been fortified, and a reinforce- 
Texci. • ment of five thousand fresh troops come up from Ehgland, the 
British fleet entered the Texel, of the batteries defending which they had 
now the command by the occupation of the Helder, and summoned the Dutch 
fleet, under Admiral Story, consisting of eight ships of the line, three of fifty- 
four guns, eight of forty-four, and six smaller frigates, who had retired into 
the Vlietu canal, to surrender. At the sight of the English flag, symptoms of 
insubordination manifested themselves in the Dutch fleet; the admiral, un- 
able to escape, and despairing of assistance, surrendered without firing a shot; 
and immediately the Orange flag was hoisted on all the ships, and on the 
towers and batteries of the Helder and Texel. By this important success the 
Dutch fleet was finally extricated from the grasp of the Republicans, a circum- 
stance of no small moment, in after times, when England had to contend, 
single-handed, with the combined maritime forces of all Europe (2). 
rre‘'an”rKcd Thc Russiau troops not having yet arrived, the British comman- 
jmbilLnr of twelve thousand men, remained on 

but repulse the defensive, which gave the Republicans time to assemble their 
great loss. forces; and having soon collected twenty-four thousand, of whom 
seven thousand were French, under the orders of Vandamjie, General Brune, 
who had assumed the command-in-chief, resolved to anticipate the enemy, 
and resume the offensive. On the lOlh of September all the columns were in 
motion; Yandamme, who commanded the right, was directed to move along 
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lljcLangcljKc, and malvclijmsclf master of Ennsginbcrg; Dumonceau, wih 
the centre, >\ as lo march hy Sciiorldam upon Krabbcnham,andlhereforce the 


to dikcsand causejs, intersecting mdilTcrcnt directionsa low and snampy 
ground, it consisted of detached conflicts at insulated points rather than any 
general moscmenls; and, like the slru^le hclsseen ^apoIeon and the Aus- 
trians in the marshes of Areola, was to be determined cliiclly by the intre- 
pldilj of the heads of columns The Repabheans adianced bravely to the 
attack, but tbej w ere cv cry ■where repulsed AU the efforts of Vandamme 
were shattered against the intrepidity of the English troops which guarded 
the Sand-djke,' Uumonccau was defeated at Krahbenham, and Daeudels 
compelled to fall back m disorder from before Pclten. Repulsed at all points 
the Republicans resumed their positional Alkmacr, with a loss of two thou- 
sand men, while that of the British did not exceed three hundred (\} 
TheFnjiiiii Instructcd hy this disaster as to the quality of the troops with 
which he had to deal, General Brunc remained on the defensive at 
5^'",*' Alkmacr, while the remainder of the expedition rapidly arrived to 
ijie support of the British army. Between the d2lU and the ISth 
September, the Russian contingent, seventeen thousand strong, and seven 
thousand British, 'arrived, and the Duke of "iork look the command The 


and attack the enemy As the nature of the ground precluded the employ- 
ment of large masses, the attacking force was divided into four columns Tho 
first, under the command of Gcneralllcrmann, composed of eight thousand 
Russians and a brigade of English, was destined to advance by the Sand-dyke 
and the Slapperdykc against the left of Bnine, resting on the sea, the second, 
under the orders of General Dundas, consisting of seven thousand men, of 
•whom five thousand w ere English, was charged w ilh the attack on Schorldam 
and the French centre, the third, under Sir James Pulteney, which required 
to advance along the Langdyke, which was defended by powerful intrench- 
menls, was intended rather to effect a diversion than make a serious attack, 
and was not to push beyond Oude ScarpcH, at the head of the Langdjke, 
unless in the event of unlooked-for success, while the fourth, consisting of 
fen fhousamf choice troops, under 5jr fCafpff Ahercroinffy, was ^Uacd 
turn the enemy’s right on the Zuyder Zee (2) 

Disaster of Tlic action commcnccd at daybreak on the 19lh September with 
oTm^^la furious attack hy the Russians, under Hermann, who speedily 
drove in the advanced guard of the Republicans at Kamp and Groot, and 
pressing forward along the Sand-dyke, made themselves masters of SliarJdam 
and Bergen, and drove back \andammc, who commanded m that quarter, 
to w ilhin half a league of Alkmaer Bat the assailants fell into disorder m 
consequence of the rapidity of tbeir advance, and Bruiie, having speedily 
moved on the division of Daendefs and considerable rciriforcemenK from bis 
centre to lhc^upportof his left, 'Nandamme was enabled to resume tlie offen- 
sive m consequence of which the Russians were attacked at once m front and 
both flanks in thevilJage of Bergen, from whence, after a murdcrons conflict, 
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tlicy -svcrc driven at the point of the bayonet. Their retreat, which at first 
was eonducted in some degree of order, was soon turned into a total routhy 
the sudden appearance of two French battalions on the fiank of their co- 
lumn (1). Hermann himself was taken prisoner, with a considerable part of 
bis division, and General Essen, his second in command, who had advanced 
towards Schorldam', was obliged to seek shelter, under cover of the English 
reserve, behind the Allied intrcnchmeuts of Zyp. 

« nf While the Russians were undergoing these disasters on the right, 
rtmrr ihc DulvC of Yoi'lc was successful in the centre and left. Dundas 
m,.i nn. carried the villages there, after an obstinate resistance j Dumonceau 
was driven back from Schorldam, and two of his best battalions were made 
prisoners. At the same time Sir .lames Pultcney having been encouraged, by 
the im])nulencc of Dacndcls in pursuing too warmly a trilling advantage, to 
convert his feigned attack into a real one, not only drove back the Dutch divi- 
sion, but made a thousand prisoners, and forced the Avholcline, in utter con- 
fusion, tOAvards St.-Pancras, under the lire of the English artillery. Aber- 
cromby had not yet brouglit his powerful division into action ; but every 
thing luomiscd decisive success in the centre and left of the Allies, Avhen 
intelligence aa'os brought to the Duke of York of the disaster on the right, and 
the rapid advance of the Republicans in pursuit of the Hying Russians. He 
aut ti)o instantly halted his victorious troojis in the centre, and marched 
cotUimic upon Schorl Avith tAvo brigades of English and three Russian regi- 
trc'M.nmi mcuts, Avlucli AAMs specdily carried, and if Essen could have rallied 
his broken troops, decisive success might yet have been attained, 
rrjiaised. 3 ]! t]ic cITorts of that brave general could not restore order or 

rescue the soldiers from the slate of discouragement into Avhich they had 
fallen ; and the consequence Avas, that as they continued their retreat to the 
intrenchmcnls of Zyp, the Republicans Averc enabled to accumulate their 
forces on the Duke of York, Avho, thus pressed, had no altcrnatiA'e but to 
cA'acuale Schorl (2), and draAV back bis troops to their fortified line. In 
this battle the Republicans lost 5,000 men in killed, Avounded, and prisoners; 
but the British lost 500 killed and Avounded, and as many prisoners, Avhile 
the Russians AA cre AA'cakcued by o,o00 killed and Avounded, 2G pieces of can- 
non, and 7 standards. 

Urriioval of While these events Avere in progress, the Dutch fleet was con- 
veyed to the British harbours. It is remarkable that this measure 

England, gjjye equal dissatisfaction to the sailors on both sides. The Dutch 
loudly complained that their ships, instead of being employed in their OAvn 
country, under Orange colours, should be taken as prizes to Great Britain; 
Avhile the English sailors lamented, that a fleet aa’IucIi could not escape had 
not fallen into their hands as glorious trophies, like those at St.-Yincents or 
CamperdoAAm. The officers on both sides were anxious to preserve a good, 
understanding betAA'een their respectWe creAA's;but the sailors kept up a sullen 
distrust; so much more easy is it to accommodate differences betAveen rival 
cabinets than heal the national animosity which centuries of Avarfare have 
spread among their subjects (5). Holland, hoAvever, had no reason in the end 
to complain of British generosity; after a decided, though unwilling hostility 
of lAvenly years, she obtained a lavish accumulation of gifts in Flanders and 
Java from her ancient rival, such as rarely rewards even the steadiest fidelity 
of an Allied poAA'er. 


(l) Jom. xii. 200,203. Dum. ii. 387, 388. Ann. (2) Ann. Hcg. 1730, 305, 308. Join. xii. 139, 
Reg. 1799, 304, 305. ' . 205. Dmn. ii. 387, 389- 

(3) Dum, ii. 381, 382. ' 
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of^ork was not discouraged b) the issue oi ihe attack 
September. Having been reinforced, a few dajs after, 
by a fresh brigade of llussians and some English deiacluncnls, he 
arranged lus army, as before, in four columns; and although the heavy rams 


pcrnl eagles. The Allied army on this occasion was about thirty thousand 
strong, and llic Uepubheans nearly of equal force. At six mthc morning the 
Oct a attackwas commcncedalall points ThcIlussiandivisionofEssen, 
anxious to cITacc its former disgrace, supported bj ibc English division of 
Dundas, advanced to the attack in the centre wilii such impetuosity, that Uie 
y Villages of Schorl and Schorldam were quickly carried, and the Republicans 
dnvenjin confusion to the downs above Bergen. An attack was there pro- 
jected by the Duke of Tork; but Essen, who recollected the consequence of 
the former rashness of the Russians on the same ground, refused to move 
till the advance of Abercromby on the right was ascertained, a circumstance 
which paralysed the success of the Allies m that quarter. Meanwhile, Aber- 


the sandhills, and downs oa winch they rested On ibcJcfi, Sir James Pul- 
tonoy bad made little progress, and his measures were confined to demon- 
strations; but as the English centre and right were victorious, and they 
had completely turned the 1; reach left, Brune retired in the night from the 
field of battle, and took up a fresh position, abandoning Alkmaer and all 
ins former line The loss sustained by the Republicans in this contest was 
above three thousand men and seven pieces of cannon, that of the Allies 
• ' r j ^ '•^‘'•cFrench wasattraefed by 

! ■ I • • who bravely fought up to 

ongest obstacles, m their 

attack on the flank of ilie flcpubficans (f ) 
flu triflrti But although they had gamed this success, the situation of the 
*or*uh“ Duke of Tork’s army was far from encouraging The enemy's force 
turn! os was daily increasing, w Inle for his own no further reinforcements 
could be expected, the autumnal rams, which had set m with wore liian 
. ’ ’ ^ 11 a-, .'i.'inols, 

• , ■ , jniDg 

<1 • , , its of 

the inhabitants or Batavian troops in favour ot the house ot Orange baa taken 
. • -* .» -• > - 1 a«c enmA jinportaot 

, ) . • : ' 1 tain thoir 

...... . . . . ly to fur- 

nish the necessary supplies, lo achieve tlic couquesi oi tiua iiui<urtant city, 
the Allied forces were pul in motion to attack the French position which oc- 

.cuDicd the narrow isthmus bctvvccuBeverwicL and the Zuyder Zee, bj wjiich 
it was necessary to pass to approach Haarlem, which wasnot more ifian tlircc 
leagues distant (2). 
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oct.n. The action commenced at seven in the morning, and was obsti- 
Acnou. nately contested during the wliolc day. In the centre tlie Allies were, 
in the first instance, successful ; Kssen bore down all opposition, and Paltbod, 
who commanded the llci)ublicans, was on the point of succumbing, -svlicn 
Bruno strengthened him with the greater part of a fresh division, and a 
vigorous charge threw back the Allies in confusion towards their own posi- 
tion. In their turn, however, the victorious Republicans were charged, when 
disordered with success, by an English regiment of cavalry, thrown into 
confusion, and driven back with great loss to Kaslricum, where they were 
with difiiculty rallied by Yandammc, who succeeded in checking the advance 
of the pursuers. The action was less obstinately contested on the right, as 
Abcrcromby, who commanded in that quarter, was obliged to detach a con- 
siderable part of his troops to reinforce Essen pvhilc on the left the immense 
inundations which covered the front of the Republican position, prevented 
Pultcncy from reaching the French right under Dacndcls. The loss on both 
sides was nearly equal, amounting to about two thousand in killed, wounded,, 
and prisoners. That of the English alone was twelve hundred men (I J. 
wiiidi The barren honours of this wcll-conicsied field belonged to the 
icimt tif Allies, who had forced back the French centre to a considerable 
the nritisii. (lisu-vticc from the field of battle; but it is with an invading army as 
an insurrection, an indecisive success is equivalent to a defeat, Haarlem w'as 
the object of the English general, without the possession of which he could 
not maintain himself in the country during the inclement weather which was 
approaching, and Haarlem was still in the bands of the Republicans. The 
enemy’s force Was hourly iiicreasing, and, two days after the action, six thou- 
sand infantry arrived to strengthen their already formidable position on the 
isthmus, by which alone access could be obtained to the interior of the 
country; and the total absence of all the necessary supplies in the corner of 
land within which the army was confined, rendered it impossible to remain 
iberc for any length of time. In these circumstances, the Duke of York, with 
the unanimous concurrence of a council of war, resolved to fall back to the 
intrenebments at Zyp, there to await reinforcements or farther commands 
from the British Cabinet; a resolution which was strengthened by the intel- 
ligence which arrived, at- the sauic time, .of the disasters which had befallen 
the Russians at Zurich. On the day after live balttc,' therefore, the Allies re- 
tired to the position they had occupied before the battle of Bergen (2). 

Tilt rritish Brune lost no liine in following up the rclrcating army. On the 
"minTitsV 8 th the , Republicans resumed their position in front of Alkmaer, 
cip.iuimc. and several sharp skirmishes ensued between the British rear- 
guard and the advanced posts of their pursuers. The situation of the Duke 
of York was now daily becoming more desperate; his forces were reduced 
. by sickness and the sword to twenty thousand men ; the number of those 
in hospital was daily increasing; there remained but eleven days’ provision 
for the troops, and no supplies or assistance- could be looked for from the 
inhabitants for a retreating army. In these circumstances lie rightly judged 
that it was necessary to lose no time in embarking the sick, wounded, and 
Oct. 17 . stores, with such of the Dutch as had compromised themselves by 
their avowal of Orange principles and proposed a suspension of arms to Ge- 
neral Brune, preparatory to the’ evacuation of Holland by the Allied troops. 
Some difficulty was at first experienced from the French insisting as a Sfiie 
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gna nnn that the fleet captured at thcTcxel should be restored, but this 
the llrdish commander firmly resisted, and at length the conditions of 
the c\acuation ^\c^c agreed on The principal articles were, that the Allies 
shoubl, >Mthout molestation, effect the total oacuation of Holland bv the 
end of hoYcmbcr, that eight thoosand prisoners, >vhelher French or Dutcli, 
should be restored, and that the YvorLs of the Holder should be given up 
entire, >\ith all Ibcir artillery A separate article stipulated for the surren-* 
ilcr of the braic De IV inter, made prisoner m the battle of Camperdown 
llcforc the 1st of December alb these conditions were fulfilled on both sides 
the British troops had regained the shores of England, and the Russians 
v^crc quartered in Jersey and buemsej (Ij 
B 0 c on, huch nas the disastrous issue of the greatest expedition which 
bad jci soilcd from the Cniish harbours during the war, and the 
n. loo only one at all commensurate to the power or the character of 
England Coming, as u did, after tlie hopes of the nation had been highly 
excited by Us early successes, and when the vast conquests of the Allies m 
the first part of the campaign had led to a very general expectation of the 
fall of the jicohinal pow er in France, it produced the most bitter disappoint 
ment, and contributed, in a signal degree, both on the continent and at 
home, to confirm the general impression that the English soldiers liad irre 
\ocahly declined from their former renown, that the victors of Creasy and 
Azincour were never destined to revive, and that it was at sea alone that 
any hope for resistance*^ * <’•* ^ he pow er of the 

Uepuhlic The Oppositi • disasters, and 

ascribed them all to the Administration, 

while the credulous public, incapablt^of just discriinmalion, and ever go- 
verned by thd event, overlooked the important facts that the naval power of 
republican Holland had been completely destroyed by the expedition, and 
that in ei cry encounter the English soldiers bad asserted their ancieut sope- 
rionty over those of France and instead of ascribing the failure of the 
expedition to its real causes, inadequacy of means and the jealousies incident 
to an Allied force unaccustomed to act together, joined the general chorus, 
and loudly proclaimed the utter madness of any attempts, by land at least, 
to resist the overwhelming power of France (2) The lime was not yet 
arrived when a greater commander, wielding the resources of a more coura 
geous and excited nation, was to wash out ihcac stains on the British arms, 
and show to the astonished world that England was yet destined to take the 
lead, even oh the continent, in the deliverance of Europe, and that the blood 
of the \ iclors of Poicliers and Blenheim y et flow ed m the veins of their dcs 
cendanis 

Afr»riot AAhile the campaign was thus chequered with disaster to the 
U' V iierth of the Alps, the successes of the Allies led to more durable 
ot kot ' consequences on the Italian plains The Directory, overwcimed by 
. < 1,(5 command of both the 

I . who could only asscinWc 

conscripts, who guarded 

■ cralMcIas, who, after the 

• . mmand, had 08,000 men 

under Ins orders, mdcpcndenl ot ,b,ulHl in garnsom in Ins rear, and 7000 

(1 ) a™ aiE iiss 2it S19 n- ■ » 0> »'• 
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who marched towards the Arno and the Tiber. In despair at the unpromising 
condition of his troops, occupying the circular ridge of the mountains from 
the sources of the Trcbbia to the great Sl.-Bernard, the French general at 
first proposed to repass the Alps, and after leaving such a force in the Mari- 
time Alps as might secure the south of France from insult, proceed, with the 
hulk of his forces, to join General Thureau in the Valais. But the Directory 
refused to accede to this wise proposition, and instead, prescribed to the 
.French general to maintain his position, and exert his utmost efforts 
for the preservation of Coni, which was evidently threatened by the Impe- 
rialists (1). 

Tiioimrc- The cautious and minute directions of the Aulic Council having 
JoumftoN completely fettered the Austrian general, his operations were 
■confined to the reduction of this fortress, the last buhvark in the plain of 
-Italy still held by the Republicans, and justly regarded as an indispensable 
preliminary to the conquest of Genoa, from its commanding the chief com- 
munications of that city with the plain of Piedmont. With this view, both 
. generals drew their troops towards Coni ; the Austrians encircling its walls 
with a chain, of posts in the plain, and the French accumulating their forces 
Sept. 17. . ^ -to overlook it. In the desultory warfare which followed, the Impe- 
rialists -Were ultimately successful. Melas, with the centre, tw'enty thousand 
Sept. 25;* ■ .strong, defeated Grenier at Savigliano, while Kray threw back 
; Sept. ID- , their left through the valley of Suza to the foot of Mont Cenis. At 
' the same time, the Republicans w^ere equally unsuccessful in the valley of 
Aosta, where the united forces of lU'ay and Iladdick expelled them succes- 
sively from lyrea'and Aosta, and forced them to retire over the great St.-Ber- 
•uard to Martigny ( 2 ). Relieved by these successes from all disquietude for, 
hi^ i;ight flauk', Melas gradually drew nearer to Coni, and began his prepara- 
tions for the siege of that place. 

nctTs'com'' Pressed by the reiterated orders of the Directory, Championnet 
pciicd to now resolved to make an effort for the relief of Coni, llis disposa- 
auempt Its enterprise, even including the army of the Alps 

under Grenier', did not exceed forty-five thousand men ; but by a vigorous 
and concentric effort, there w'as some reason to hope that the object might be 
effected. St.-Cyr in vain represented to the Directory that it w^as the height 
• of Temerity .to endeavour to maintain themselves in a mountainous region, 
already, exhausted of its resources, and that the wiser course w'as to fall back, 

■ w'ith the army yet entire, to the other side of the Alps, and there assemble 
it ‘in 'a centraFpositibn. Hoav clear soever may have been the justice of this 
\ opinion^ 'they .had jiot strength of mind suHicient to admit the loss of Italy in 
a’single cahipaigh ; and the French general set himself bravely about the dif- 
ficult .task of maintaining himself, with an inferior and dispirited army, on 
the italian side of the mountains p) . 

.Measures to 'With this view, the divisions of Victor and Lemoine, forming the 
objTct.' centre of the.army, sixteen thousand strong, were directed to move 
upon Mondovi ; while St.-Cyr, Avith the right, received orders to descend 
from the Bocchetta, and effect a diversion on the side of Novi. The move- 
Sepi^ as. ment -commenced in the end of September. Vico w^as- taken by a 

• brigade of the Republicans ; but, finding the Imperialists too strongly posted 
at Mondovi to be assailed AAUth success, Championnet contented himself with 
placing his troops 4n observation oh the adjacent heights; Avhile St.-Cyr 

To Jom.xi!. 313, 317. Dam. ii. 262, 203. Arch. (2) Arch. Ch. ii. 309, 310. Jom. xii. 318, 322. - 
Ch, ii. 307, 308. St.-Cyr, ii. 10, 11. Dum. ii. 263, 264. Sl.-Cyr, ii. 12, 15. 

(3) Dum. ii, 266, 267. St,-Cyr, ii. 15, 19. 
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fl (nflinp R^hfliilage In ll»e neigliboiirliood of Non But intelligence 
Baling ftl Ihis time been rccci\Nl of llie dccisiienclory ofMassdna mSml- 
Oft It zcrhncl, more ngorons operations v.ere undertaken. St -Cjr, 
nliandoning the route of Non, threw himself towards Bracco on the rear of 
the Austrians, and attacked them wuli such celerity, that he made tncho 
Imndrcd prisoners, and spread consternation through their whole line. ' 
Hclas, tlius threatened, concentratcil the forces under lus immediate fom- 
oc« M mand, consisting cf *’••►*» ^ ^ r , 

ontlieSturaj uponwhicha ‘ ■ . ■ . • 

with chequered success, win 

pnhhcm forces. There was an essential error m these measures on the part 
of Championncl ; for the Imperialists, grouped around the fortress w here they 
occupied n central position, could at plcisuro accumulate masses suilicient 
to oicrwliclm any attack made by the ncpiibhcans, whose detaelicd columns, 
issuing from the mountains, and separated hy a wide distance, were unable 
to render any effectual assistance to each other Ncrerllielcsi, tlio great 
abilities of St -Cyr on the right wing obtained some brilliant advantages. 
On thc23J of October, he put himself in motion, at the Iiead^of.twche thou- 
sand men, with only a few pieces of cannon and no catalrj, ’and defeated 
the Austrians at Pozzolo-Formlgaro, and occupied Ifarengo, taking a thou- 
sand prisoners and three pic * - *’ * • . * 

on his left, SIcIas withdrew • 

where the possession of llio • • 

St -Bernard, relieved him from ail disquietude, and with that reinforcement'/ 


centre, he was repulsed with, the loss of a thousand men. Having at length* 
resolved on adecisivc action, Championncl made lus dispositions. One cMumn 

ocs 31 was todescend from Mont-Ccnishy the valley of Perousc, another 

to adv ance hy the left of the Slum ; and a thml to assail the enemy m front 
By this means the Trench general hoped that, while he engaged the allcnlioh 
of the Austrians in front he would, at the same lime, turn both their flanks, 
forgetting that In such an attempt, with columns convergm'g from such re- 
mote and divided quarters, the chances were that thc'lmpcnahsls, from 
their central position, would he able to defeat one column before anolher' 
could arrive to its assistance (2) ' . 

G"nD”a'’in Pcrcciving that the plan of his adversary was to attack liim on 
whchiif all sides, Sfelas wisely resolved to anticipate his movement, and 
with his concentrated masses assail one of the Trench divf^ions be- 
fore the others could arm e to its assistance By a rapid accumulation of force 
he could, m this waj, bring above thirty thousand men, of whom six thou- 
sand were cavalry, to bear on the French centre, under Victor, wlio could 
not assemble above sixteen thousand to resist them Ihs dispositions wore 
No» 4 rapidly and ably made, and, on the morning of the flh Nov ember, 
the Republicans were attacked at all point:, Championncl uas so far from 
anliclpaling any such event, that his troops were already in march to cITcct 
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’ajtmclion with Ihc right ^Yiug, under St. -C.yr, \Yhen they Avorc compelled 
hythc Ptiddeu .'ippcarnm'oofihe Itnperi.nlisti; in hnltlo nrrny, to halt and look 
to their o\Yn defence. As'^niled hy greatly superior forec.s', Victor notAYilh- 
standinp, made a gallant defence: and such was the inircpidilY of the French 
infantry, that for long the adYuntago seemed to lie on their side, until at noon 
Melas, hy'hrinping upfre^i troops, sneceeded in throAYing them into confu- 
sion, and drove them hack toAvards Valdigi. Hardly Avas this success gained 
Avhen news arrived that General Huhesme, Avith the llepuhlican left had car- 
ried the, village of Savigiiano in his rear; hut, Aviscly judging that this Avas of 
little importance, provided he followed up the advantage he had gained the 
Austrian general merely detached a hrigade to check their advance, and con- 
tinued to press on the retiring centre of the enemy. Having continued the 
pursuit till it was dark, he resumed it at dnyhrcakon tlic following morniu". 
The enemy, discouraged hy the cheek on the preceding day, did not 11101(0*0 
very vigorous resistance. (Ircnicr and Victor, driven from a post they had 
taken up near Murazzo, Avere forced to .«eck safety in flight; a large jiart of 
their rearguard Avero made prisoners, and great numhers droAvned in endea- 
vouring to cross the Sturn, and regain their intrenched camp. In this decisive 
haltle. the loss of the Hcpuhlicahs was seven thousand men in killed, Avounded, 
and prisoners, Avhile. that of the linperialisls did not exceed two thousand; 
and CliampionneljAvith his army cut into two divisions, one of Avhich retired 
towards (Icnoa, and the other to the Col di Teiule, Avas obliged to seek safety 
in the mountains, leaving Coni to its fate (1 ), 
s”TVi?«r Championnet was thus defeated in the centre hy thcsupc- 

jsmi?'’"'"rior skill and combinations of his opponent, the talents of St .-Cat 
again gave him an advantage on the Dormida. The Imperialists being there 
restored to an equality Avith the llepublicans, Kray attacked Sl.-Cyr near 
NoAljand drove him hack to the plateau in the rear of that city, so lately the 
theatre of a bloody and desperate conflict ; but all the efforts of the Austrians 
Avere shattered against the invincible resistance of the French infantry in that 
strong position, and, after a bloody conflict, they Avere forced to retire, IcaA'- 
ing five pieces of artillery in the hands- of the eiieiny. St.-Cyr upon this re- 
sumed his position in front of Novi, aiidKray fell back towards Alexandria, to 
be nearer assistance from the centre of the army. Hut this success Avas more 
xov. 10 . . than counterbalanced by fresh disasters in the centre and left. On 
lhelOlli,.fhc division Oil attacked Hichepanse at Borgo San-Dalrnazzo and 
after a gallant’resistance, drove him into the mountains ; Avhilc the other divi- 
sion of the Republicans Avas assailed at Mondovi, and after an' obstinate com- 
bat, Avhich lasted the Avhole day, forced to take refuge in the recesses of the 
Apennines. The French AA-erc uoav throAvn back" on the one side, to the foot 
of the Col di Tendc, and in the valley of the Stura to their oAvn frontiers; 
AA-hile on the other, Victor’s division Avas perched on the summits of the Apen- 
nines at .S.-Giacomo and S.-Bcrnardo. Nothing remained to interrupt the 
siege of Coni (2). - 

Sirpe .mil The investment of this fortress was completed on the -ISth Novem- 
Miorconi. (Pg trendies opened on the 27lh, The governor made a 

brave defence ;.bnl the ignorance and inexperience of the garrison Avere soon 

' conspicuous, and a tremendous fire on the 2d of December having destroyed 
great part of the toAvn, and seriously injured the Avorks,’hc at length yielded 
to the solicitations of the miserable inhabitants, and, to preserve the city 
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P" I from total <lcstructloa, a^cd to a surrender. Tiic garrison, 
r . • ' ' ' ^vholla(Il3ecnle^tlathcpla^e,Mc^c 


GtIUiK con 1 

ilurlofSt , , 

tjriinie of agitation, Uimne m^au t« ». 

^ encamped on tjie 


' • “v/'ii this miscrauii, ^ 

’ . ■ , * . ’ - ’•-’vmadeanpHackontneir 

•N ■ . — '•'-'r^ci-ii.Ani'forraed 
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nine 

on ijjtjv. w • e, to 

France!” In this cvtrcmity, St*t.}r prtsenieu ’ the 

cit 5 alone before the mutipoussoldierj *A\hithGt do 8oI(li(Jrs^j'~ 

“To France, to Franco'” exclaimed a thousand toiccs — “ Be "ex- 

claimed he, null a calm Tbicc and Icrcnc air , “if a sense of dafj^ iio longer 
retains you , if you are deaf to the \oice of honour, listen at least to that of 
reason, and attend to >Nhat your own interest retjuires ‘^our rum is rtrtam 
if you persist in your present c§ur5c, the cnemy’nho pur^uesTOUrulIl des- 
troy you during the confusion of a tumultuous retreat^ Have you foVgotten 
that you liavc made a desert between your present position Xind Franco’ 
^o, your sole safety is in your bayonets, and if you indeed deslro to regain 
your country, unite \\i(!i me m rcpellingfar from the gates 6f this harbour 
the enemy, who'would take advantage of your disorder to drAo yovlfrora the 
Avails jthere alone the necessary coniojsor security can be found ” Roused 
by these words toasenseof ihcirduty, thcsoldichs fell back into lUeiriranks, 
and loudly demanded lo be led against the enemy (2) ** j 

I usd CO*-, R Avas high time that some.sti^s should be lakeVfo ^arrest the 
^ -Ta.. «i,ov \^ere now at flig gates ofCe-^ 


qa»rtm COmit 

that city, while 
upon it. A heai 
fror ■ ' "* 

Iroc 
St - , 


the Austrians, assailed ai'oiii.^ vs. 

way t'”" '‘»i'h\ Torrigho, and regained Ute banks of the Stura,ieaMUg luci. 

■ * • — » iriiprr they ^oon afterxicnt 

to perform m qmelm^.iuc uw..om . ^ ^ ^ onlmuca 
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privation had almost driven to desperation; but at length the long>vished- 
for sails whitened its splendid hay, and the Uepnhlicans, as the reward oi 
their heroic exertions, tasted the enjoyment of i)Ienty and repose. ^ 

Vail or 'While these great events were passing in the basin of Piedmont, 
Anroin. opcratioiis of iniiior importance, but still conducive, upon the 
whole, to the expulsion of the I'rench from the peninsula, took place in the 
south of Italy. The castle of Sl.-Angelo surrendered, in the end of October, 
to the iN'capolitan forces, whom the retreat of Macdonald left at liberty to ad- 
vance to the Ktcrnal City; and the. garrison of Ancona, after a gallant defence 
of-six weeks, four of which wore with open trenches, capitulated on the loth 
Kovember to the Russians, on condition of being sent to Trance, and not 
serving till regularly exchanged. Ry this success llie Allies were made mas- 
ters of ;jS') jiicces of cannon, 7000 ninskets, three ships of the line, and seven 
smaller vessels. The whole peninsula of Italy, with the exception of the in- 
trenched camp at Genoa, and the mountain roads leading to it from France, 
was now wrested from the Republican arms (1). 

Vmiii.Mi of qI Ancona terminated this campaign in Ilalv, the most 

tufpariir. disastrous cvcr cxpcriciiccd by the French in that countrv. In the 

♦tt tlip con^ i »' •• 

ciinionor respective positions which they occupied might he seen the im- 
mensc advantages gained by the Allied arms during its continuance. 
The Imperialists, whose hcadiiuartcrs were at Turin, occupied the whole plain 
of Lombardy and Piedmont, from the stream of the Trebbia to the torrent 
of the Ticino, the left, under Kray, being so cantoned as to cover the val- 
leys of thcBormidaand Scrivia; the right, under lladdick and Rohan, occu- 
pying the valleys of Domo d’Ossola and Aosta ; and the centre, under Kaim, 
guarding the passes over the Alps and the important position of Mondovi. 
The Republicans, on the other hand, on the exterior of this immense circle, 
occupied the snowy 'summits of the mountains, which stood the native guar- 
dians of the plain ; the left, consisting of the divisions Grenier and Duhesme, 
occupying the Little St. -Bernard, the Monl Cenis, and the passes of the higlier 
Alps ; the centre, under Lcmoinc and Yictor, tlic Col dc Fencstrcllcs, and 
Tende, and the passes of the Maritime Alps : while on tiic right, Labois- 
siere and Wairin held the Bocchelta and other passes leading into the 
Genoese states (2). 

wSn ii.c difference between the comforts and resources 

Comforts of of the hYo armies. Cantoned iii the rich plains of Italy, on the 
rialists anil banks of the Po, the Imperialists were amply supplied with all the 
comforts and luxuries of life ; ■while its navigable waters incessantly 
vrcnch. Brought up to the army the stores and supplies necessary to restore 
the losses of so active a campaign. On the side of the Republicans, again, n 
thirty-eight thousand men, -without magazines, or stores of provisions, were 
stationed on the desolate summits of the Alps and the Apennines, shivering 
•with cold, exhausted with fatigue,, and almost destitute of clothing. For five 
months, tliey had received hardly any pay; the soldiers Avere without cloaks; 
their shoes Averc Avorn out, and AA'ood AA'as even Avanting to Avarm their frigid 
Deaiiior bWouacs. Overwhelmed Avith the horrors of his situation, Gham- 
ciiamj.ioimct. rclircd to Nice, wdiere he died of an epidemic disorder, 

Avhich soon broke out among the troops and swept off great multitudes; and 
his death dissolved the small remnants of discipline which remained in the 
army. The soldiers tumultuously broke up their cantonments; croAA'ds of de- 


. (2). Join. xii. 363, 365. Arch, Ch, ii. '327, 329. 
Dum ii. 307, 311. 


(1) Jom. xii. 356, 361. Arch. CU. ii. 326, 
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sorters left tlicir coloiirs and covered the roads to Fnnee, and ifwasonlyhy 
one of those ncr>ous flights of eloquence •^^hlch touch, c^cn m the greatest 
^calamities, c^crj generous heart, that St -C^r succeeded m slopping the re- 
turn of a large hodj aahich had left Genoa, and aaas proceeding on the road 
to Pros cnee Alarmed at the representations which he drew of the disastrous 
stale of the army, the go> crnroenl, which had now passed from the feeble 
hands of the Directory into the firm gnspof ^apolcon, took the mostaclne 
steps to administer relief, seiernlconioys reached the troops, andMassena, 
sent to assume tlie supreme command, succeeded, in some degree, in stop 
ping the torrent of desertion and restoring the confidence of the army (1) 


same time, the campaign on the Uhme was draining to a 
•iiTam holwilhstanding the brilliant successes of theUcpublicans 

t »Ti, at 7unch, their forces m that quarter were not so numerous as to 
enable them, in the first instance, to derne any considerable fruit from their 
victory Bui no sooner were they relieved, by the failure of the expedition 
lu Isorth Holland, from all apprehension m that quarter, than they resolved 
to concentrate alt their disposable force on the Lower Rhine, of winch the 
command was given to General Lecourbe, who had been so distinguished in 
the mountain warfare of Switzerland But that which tlic strength of the Re- 
publicans could not effect, the dissensions of (heir enemies were not long m 
producing TJie Russians and Austrians mutually threw upon each other 
the late disasters, the latter alleging that the catastrophe at Zurich was all 
owing to the w ant of \ igilancc and skill m Korsakow , and the former replj- 
ing, that if Suw arrow had been supported by Ilolze, as he had a right to 
expect, when ho descended from the St Goihard, all the misfortunes of the 
centre would hare been repaired, and a brilliant victory on Ins right wing 
dispossessed Mass'Sna from his defensive position on the Ime of the Limmat 
In this temper of mind on both sides, and with the jealousy unav oidahle be 
tween cabinets of equal power ond rival pretensions, little was wanting to 
blow up the combustion into a (lame A trivial incident soon produced thb * 
effect Suw irrow, after he had rested and reorganized his army, proposed to 
the Archduke that they should resume oITensive operations against the enemy, 
who had shown no disposition to follow up the successes at Zurich IIis plan 
was to abandon the Grisons blow uplbcworksof FortSt Lucie, and adv ance 
with all Ins forces to mlhcrUiur, where be was to form a junction with 
Korsakow, and attack the enemj in concert w ith the Imperialists The Arch 
Oct. i3 duke apprehended with too much reason that the assembling of all 
the Russian troops on the banks of the Tliur, in the centre of the encm) s 
line, which extended from bargans to the junction of the Aar and Rhine, 
would be both dillicuU and perilous, and therefore he proposed instead, 
snwarrow that the coTps of Rorsakow should march by Slockich to join ll c 
K behind the lake of Comtance, and that he himself should 

detach a strong Austrian column to second the operations of the Russians in 
0 t n Switzerland Irritated at any alteration of his plans bj a younger 


himforthe projected operations inSmizerland(2J Onllielollow- 
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ing day, llo^YcvcrJ he olmngcd liis rcsoliilion; ror, declaring that Ins troops 
absolutely required repose, and that they could find it only at a distance 
from the theatre of war, he directed them to winter (piartcrs in IJavaria, be-, 
tween tlie Lech and the liler, where they were soon after joined by tiie artil- " 
Icry which had come round by Verona and the Tyrol (1). 

Tins secession of the llussiau force was not produced incrclY by 
iiir jealousy of.lhc Austnans, or irnlalion at the ill success of the 
vicmM'.inj Allied arms in Switzerland. It bad its origin also in motives of stale 
tlirA policy, and as such ayos rapidly communicated from the field-mar- 
shaTs hcadiiuartcrs to the Cahinct of St .-Petersburg. The alliance between 
Russia and Austria, even if it had not been dissolved liy the mutual exaspera- 
tion of their generals, must have speedily yielded to the iuhereni jealousy of 
two monarchies, equal in jiower and discordant in interest. The war Y'as 
undertaken for objects which, at that time at least, appeared to be foreign to 
the immediate interests of Russia; the danger to the balance of power by the 
preponderance of Prance seemed to be removed by the conquest of Italy, and 
any further successes of Austria, it was said, were only likely to weaken a 
liowcr too far removed to be of any serious detriment to its inllucncc, in order 
to enrich one much nearer, and from whom serious resistance to its ambi- 
tion might be expected. The efforts for the preceding campaign, moreover, 
had been extremely costly, and in a great degree, notwithstanding the Eng- 
lish subsidies, had exhausted the Imperial treasury. In these dircumstanecS, 
the exasperation of the generals si)ecdily led to a rupture between the ca- 
binets, and the Russian troops took tio further share in the prosecution of 
the war (2). 

L°mneThy bcft to its oAVii vcsources, however, the Austrian cabinet -was far 
th'f Am. ^ from being discouraged. The Archduke Charles had collected eighty 
Jo aiaiiddm (h'ousaud mcu between OtTcnburg and Fehlkirch ; but great as Ibis 
Oct. 10 . force was, it hardly appeared adequate, after the departure of the 
Russians, to a renewal of active operations in the Alps, and therefore ho Icejit 
his troops on the defensive. Massena, on his side in- Switzerland, was too 
much exhausted ])y his preceding exertions to make any offensive movement. 
On the other hand, Lccourhc, Avhoso forces on the Lower Rhine had been 
raised hy the cITorls of the Directory 'to twenty thousand men, passed that 
river in three columns, at Worms, Oppenheim, and Maycncc, and moved 
forward against Prince Schwartzenberg, who commanded the advanced guard 
of the right wing of the Austrians,, which occupied the line of the Rergstrass 
Oprralions from Frankfort to Darmstadt. As the French forces were greatly 
i.o«cr superior, the Austrian general was compelled to retire, and after 

liiiiiic. evacuating Heidelberg and Manheim, Id concentrate his troops to 

cover Philipsburg, which, however, he was soon obliged to abandon to its 
o\ATi resources. The Archduke, though grievously embarrassed at the moment 
hy the rupture with the Russians, lamed his eyes to the menaced point, and, 
by rapidly causing reinforcements to dcfdc in tbal direction, soon acquired 
a superiority over his assailant. The Republican advanced-guard was attacked 
and worsted at Erliglicim ; in consequence of wbicb the blockade of Plii- 
oci. 3i. lipsburg was I’aised ; but the French having again been reinforced, ■ 


well a*! you; commantlcf, as well os you, of on Im- 
perial oioty; old, while you arc yoOng'; i( Ss for 
you to come and seek me’/' He was so profoundlj' 
mortifipcl willi llic defeat of llic lUissinus at U^uricli, 
that, when he reached his winter quarters, hr look to 
hod, and became serioudy ill ; w'hlle the Kinpcror 
Patil gave vent to his indignatiou against the Afis- 


trians in on angry article puhUshcd m the Gazelle 
of St.-XMersibur^-— ‘llARO/ vli 297, 298* 

(1) Arch. Ch.ii. 272. 27-1, 284, 2«5. Jom. xi:. 
307, 379. 

(2) Jom. xii. 370, 371.’ Arch* Ch. li. 272,274. 
DiiJli. ii. 3J7, 
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it'\\as ag'ihnn\C3lC(l. Ihe Arcluluke, howe\cr, having at lenglb terminated 
k-3» j Ills rorrcspondcnccwilliSuvarrow, turned !nsundi\ided attention 
Jo the menaced quarter, and directed a large part of tlic Imperial army to 
'Dm * reinforce liis i iglit Tliesc columns soon o\ cr threw the Itepubhcans, 
and lecourhc N\as pheed iti a situation of such danger, that he had no means 
of extricating himself from it hut by proposing an armistice to Starray, ^ho 
commanded ttic Imperialists, on the ground of negotiations being on foot 
between the two powers for peace Starray accepted jt, under a reservation 
of the approbation of the Archduke, but Ins refusal to ratify it was of no 
avail; in the internal the stratagem had succeeded; three days Irad been 
gained, during which the Republicans had leisure to defile without molesta- 
tion oacr the Rhme(l). 

closed the campaign of 1799, one of the most memorable of 
a'holc revolutionary war botwithstandmg the disasters by 
latter part had been chequered, it was evident that the 
lU.'jn*”'" Allies had gained immensely by the results of their operations. 
Italy had been regained as rapidly as it had been w on , Germany, freed from 
the Republican forces, had rolled back to the Rhine the tide of foreign in- 
vasion, and the blood of two hundred thousand French soldiers had expiated 
the ambition and weakness of the Republican government Not even in the 
glorious efforts of 1796, had the French achieved successes so important, or 
chained v ictory to their standards m such an unbroken sii ccession of combats. 
The conquest of all Lombardy and Piedmont, the reduction of the great for- 
tresses which it cohtamed , (he liberation of Naples, Rome, and Tuscany, were 
the fruits of a single campaign Instead of a cautious offensive on the Adige, 
the Imperialists now assumed a menacing offensive on the Maritime Alps, 
instead of trembling for the Tyrol and the Hereditary States, they threatened 
Sw itzcrland and Alsace The Republicans, w cokened and disheartened, w ere 
every where thrown hack upon Ihcir own frontiers, the oppressiv e system of 
making war maintain war could no longer l>c earned on, and a revolutionary 
state, exhausted by the sacrifices of nme years, was about to feel m its own 
territory a portion of the evils which it had so long inflicted upon others 
fnw«ai'“* internal situation of France was even more discouraging than 
.iwatiBiiflf might have been inferred from the external aspect of its affairs In 
tiwR/rsb there that the true secret of their reverses was to be 

found ; the bravery and skill of the armies on the frontier had long concealed, 
but could no longer singly sustain, the internal w eakness of the state The 
of- sjueiifeiJL'. wtjoxb. vavMvjbl^ wjcneflsttoi Crstbixstof revolii' 
tionary convulsions, had now fallen upon France, and if an extraordinary 
combination of circumstances had not intervened to extricate her from the 
abyss, there can be no doubt she would have sunk for ever The ardour of 

' ’ _ ’ ncy had succeeded 

. • ' I of generous, had 

; , ysCencralllathieu 

. ircnt; the courage 

and talents of the generals, the valour and intelligence ot the soldiers, who, 
diinn" this dreadful campaign, had sustained this monstrous species of 
authority, sapped by every species of abuse and the exiiaustion arising from 
the excess of every passion, could no longer repair or conceal the faults of 
those at the head of affairs Public spirit was extinguished; the rc'.ourccs of 
the interior exhausted , the forced requisitions could no longer furnish 5«I'* 


(i) Anh Cb II 292 305 Jam. 
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plies lo assuage Uic luiscvy of iho soldiers; the veteran vanl<s had long since 
j'.erishcd, and the young conserijils, tleslined lo supply their place, deserted 
their slauilards iu crowls, or coneealcd thoiuselvcs to avoid being di\'nYn ; 
more than half the eaA'alry "was dismounted; llie stalc.in greater '.danger than 
it had ever been since the eommenccmcnl of the \vaV (1).” The losses sustained 
by the French during the campaign had been prodigious; they’auiounlcd lo 
above a hundred and seventy thousand men, exclusive of those who had 
been cut ofl’ by sicKuessaud fatigue (2). In these circumstances, nothing was 
wanting to have enabled the coalition to' triumph' over the cx‘l\ausied and 
discordant population of France, hut union, decision, and a leader of para- 
mount authority; nothing could have saved the llepublicnns from their grasp 
but their own divisions. These were not slow, ho^Yever,■inT)rcak^ng out; 
and, amidst the ruinous jealousies of the Allies, that mighty conqueror 
arose, who was destined to stifle the democracy and tanic the 'passions of 
France, and bring upon her guilty people a weight of moral retrihution, 
which could never have been inllictcd till the latent cnergi.es of Europe had 
been called forth by his ambition. 

Cause's pf “ The alliance hetween Austria and Ihissin,” says the Archduke 
cf Charles, “ blew up, like most coalitions formed between powers of 

.Miiinff. equal pretensions. The idea of a common interest, the illusion of 
confidence based on the same general views, prepares the first advances; dif- 
ference of opinion as to the means of attaining the desired objects, soon sows 
the seeds of misunderstanding; and that ctivenomcd feeling increases iu 
proportion as the events of the war alter the views of the coalesced powers, 
derange their jdans, and undeceive their hopes. It seldom fails lo break out 
openly when the armies arc destined lo undertake any operation in concert. 
The natural desire to obtain the lead in command, ns in glory, excites the 
rival passions both of chiefs and nations. Pride and jealousy, tenacity and 
presumption, spring from the contlict of ojFmion and ambition; continual 
contradictions daily inllamc the mutual exasperation, and nolhiugJ)ui a 
fortunate accident can prevent such a coalition from l)cing dissolved before 
one of the parlies is inclined to turn his arms against the other. In all the 
varieties of human events, there arc but Uvo in which the co-operation of 
such unwieldy and heterogeneous masses can produce great efi'ccls; the one 
is, when an imperious necessity, and an insupportable stale of oppression, 
induces both sovereigns and their subjects to take up arms to emancipate 
themselves, and the struggle is not of sutlicicnl duration lo allow’ the ardour 
of their first enthusiasm lo cool ; the other, when a slate, by an extraordinary 
increase of power, can arrogate to itself and sustain the right lo rule the 
opinion of its allies, and make their jealousies bend to its determination. 
Experience has proved that these din’erent kinds of coalitions produce dif- 
ferent results : almost all oppressive conquerors have been overlbro^Yn by 
the first; the second has been the chief instrument in the cn thraldom of 
nations (5).” In these profound remarks is to be found the secret both of the 
long disasters attending the coalition against France, of the steady rise and 
irresistible pow’cr of the alliance headed by Napoleon, and of his rapid and 
irretrievable overthrow'. They should never be absent from the contempla- 
tion of the statesman in future times^ either in estimating the probable result 
of coalitions of w’hich his own country forms a part, or in calculating on the 
chances of its resisting those which may be formed for its subjugation (4). 

(1) Dmn.ii. 335. (3) Arcli. CIi ii. 273. 

(2; Sen “ lUnUlcs Tertes (Ic I’.Vrmte Fraiicaisc cn (4) With regret, the a’" n. idiott 

1799." Uabd. vil. 473. ’ to the Memoirs of llie '‘vng 
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, vrihr^^r** Passage of the Sl.-Berpard by^ Napoleon, ha** been "ihc subject 

V».Vr IfZ of unmeasured culogmm by alu{asl all the French historians ; but 
Li-bi,'’»Vr''* Tic\crthclcss, in the nrmilcss yilUjsliich it »as conducted, the 
s"V™.J5*JilPcuI(ics with ■nhich U had to contend,* and the resolution dis- 
by«.p(,if6n,pj^ycJ.in lu cicCufion,itmu5t yiefd to the Alpine campaign of the 
*Ilus«ian''hcro'. In crossing from Uarligny to Irrca, the first consul had no 


foTcc'iliis ^\'ay, s\sord in hand, through columns of the enemy, long trained 
to mountam warfare, mtimalcly acquainted nitli the country, under a leader 


ovcrllirossing eserj thing in his course, he found his progress stopped by a 
lahc, ^^itho^ll roads on its sides, or a bark on its bosom, and received the 
intelligence of the total defeat of tlicarmy nlllinhichbe cameio co-operate 
under (he walls of Zurich. Obliged to defile by the rugged paths of the Slia- 
clicnlhal to the canton of Glaios, he found himself enveloped by the victo- 
rious columns of the enemy, and Ids from and rear assailed at the same time 
by superior forces, flushed bV recent conquest. It was n^ ordinary resolution 
which in such circumstances could disdain to submit, and after fiercely turn- 
ing on his pursuers, and routing their bravest troops, prepare to surmount 
Uhc difficulties of a frc<li mountain passage, and, amidst the horrors of the 
Alps of Glarus, brave alike the storms of winter and the pursuit of the enemy. 

. The bulk of men in all ages are governed by the event; and to such persons 

^hnn'.ertr.A aC <1 Dnonn.'/S CAllAn A.I •.« <1 .a <.-.«rAr.U 


who knowhow to separate just combination from casual disaster, and cart 
appreciate the heroism of valoar when struggling with misfortune, will 
aw'ard a still higher place to the Russian hero, and follow the footsteps of 
Sawarrow over the snows of the Sl.-Gol1iard and the v alley of Engi with more 
inteijcst than cither the eagles of NapoKon over the St.-Bernard, or the stan- 
dards of Uanvibal from the shores of the Rhone to the banks of the Po, 

The expedition to Holland was ably conceived, and failed only from the 
inadequacy of the force employed, tmd the inherent weakness incident to 
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pcpiorawo ail eptei’pi'ise conducted by allied -forces. It was the greatest ar- 
cance of UiG niament which had been sent from Great Britain during the war, 
Ensiam""' hut yct ohviously inadequate, lioth to the magnitude of the enter- 
ronuncntai rcsouices of tlic State mainly interested in its success, 

strosgic. jji truth, the annals of the earlier years of the war incessantly sug- 
gest regret at the parsimonious expenditure of British force, and the great 
results which, to all appearance, -would have attended a more vigorous effort 
at the decisive moment. “Any person,” says Mr. Burke, “who ivas of age to 
take a part in public affairs forty years ago, if the intermediate space were 
expunged from his memory, would hardly credit his senses when he should 
hear, -from the highest authority, that an army of two hundred thousand men 
was kept up in this island, and that in Ireland there were at least eighty thou- 
sand more. But how much greater ivould be his surprise, if he were told again 
that this mighty force was kept up for the mere purpose of an inert and pas- 
sive defence, and that, by its very constitution, the greater part was disabled 
from defending us against the enemy by one preventive stroke or one opera- 
tion of active hostility ! What must his reflections he on learning further, 
that a fleet of five hundred men-of-war, the best appointed that this country 
ever had upon the sea, was for the greater part employed in the same system - 
of unenterprising defence? What must be the feelings of any one -ndio re- 
members the former energy of England, when he is given to understand 
that these two islands, witlrtheir extensive sea-coast, should be considered 
as a garrisoned sea-town ; that its garrison was so feebly commanded as never 
to make a sally; and that, contrary to all that has been hitherto seen in war, 
an inferior army, with the shattered relics of an almost annihilated navy, 
may with safety besiege this superior garrison, and, without hazarding the 
life 'of a man, ruin the place merely by the menaces and false appeai'ances of 
an attack (1)?” 

If this was true in 1797^ when the indignant statesman wrote these cutting 
remarks, how much more was it applicable in 1799, when France was reduced 
to extremities by the forces of Austria and Russia, and the extraordinary 
energy of the Revolution had exhausted itself? The Archduke Charles, in- 
deed, has justly observed, tbat-modern history presents few examples of great 
military operations executed in pursuance of a descent on the sea-coast; and 
that the difiicullies of the passage and the uncertainty of the elements, que- 
sent the most formidable obtacles in the way of the employment of consider- 
able forces in such an enterprise (2); but experience in all ages has demon- 
strated that they qre not insurmountable, and that from a military force, thus 
Supported, the greatest results may reasonably be expected, if sufficient 
energy is infused into the undertaking. The examples of the overthrow of 
Hannibal at Zama, of the English at Hastings, of the French at Cressy and 
Azincourt, and of Napoleon in Spain and at Waterloo, prove what can be 
effected, even by a maritime expedition, fif followed up with the requisite vi- 
gour. And, unquestionably, there never was an occasion Avhen greater results 
might have been anticipated from such an exertion than in this campaign. 
Had sixty thousand native English, constantly fed by fresh supplies from the 
parent state, been sent to Holland, they would have borne down all opposi- 
tion, hoisted the Orange flag on all the fortresses of the, United Provinces, libe- 
rated Flanders, prevented the accumulation offeree which enabled Massena 
to strike his redoubled blows at Zurich, hindered the formation of the army 
of reserve, and intercepted the thunder of Marengo and Ilohenlingen. 


(l) Iliirte on a Kcgiciilc I’cacc, Worts, \iii, 374. 


(2) Arch. Cl', i'. 105. 
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The rapidfall of the French militarj powerml709, T,as thena- 
I' tural result of the sudden extension of the frontiers of the Republic 

" bc\ond its strength, and affords another example of the truth of 
the maxim, that the more the ambition of a nation in a state of fermentation 
leads to its extension, the more docs it become difficult for it to preserve its 
conquests (1) Such a slate as hnnee then nas, •with a military power ex* 
lending from the mouth of the Ems to Uie shores of Calabria, and no solid 
foundllion for government but ihegratincation of ambition, has no chance of 
safclj bulin constantly advancing to fresh conquests The least rc\erse, by 
deSiro)ing the clnrm of its mxincibility,and compelling the separation of its 
armies to garrison Us numerous fortresses, leases it weak and powerless m 
the field, and speedilj dissohcs the splendid fabric This truth was expe- 
rienced by the Directory m 17'>9, it was esmeed on a still greater scale, and 
after still more splendid triumphs, by Napokon m 1813 It is power slowly 
acquired and wisely consolidated, aulhoritj winch brings ihcblessings of civi- 
lisation and protection w ith Us grow-lh, x iclones w bich array the forces of the 
vanquished states in willing and organized multitudes under the standards 
of the victor, which alone arc dunble Such were the conquests of Rome m 
the ancient w orld, such are the conquests of Russia m Europe, and England 
in India, in modern limes The •whirlwinds of an Alexander, a Timour,ora 
P^apoldon, are in general as short*li\ed as the genius which creates them 
The triumphs flowing from the transient ebullition of popular enthusiasm, 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

TROM THE ACCESSION OF NAPOLEON TO THE OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN OF MARENGO. 


NOVEMBER, 1799— MAY, 1800. 


ARGUMENT. 

Napoleon’s Loiter, proposing Peace to the British Government— Lord Grenville's Answer— 
M. Talleyrand’s Reply—Dcliatcs on this Proposal in Parliament — Arguments of the Oppo- 
sition for an immediate Peace — And of Mr. Pill and Ibe Government for refusing to treat — 
Parliament resolve to continue the Contest — ^Reflections on this Decision of the Legislature 
— Supplies voted hy Ihe'Brilish Parliament— Land and Sea forces employed— Mr. Dundas’s 
India Budget— TheUnion with Ireland passes the Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland— 
Its leading Provisions— "VieviS of the Leaders on both sides of Parliament on this great 
Change— Grgal Prosperity of the British Lmpire at this period— Yast Change of Prices— 

‘ Statistical Details— Bad Harvest of 1799, and consequent Scarcity in 1800— Great efforts of 
Government to relieve it, and noble patience of the people— Measures of England and Aus- 
tria for the Prosecution of the War— Treaties entered into for that purpose with Austria and 
Bavaria— Military Preparations of the Imperialists — Discontented slate of the French affi- 
liated Republics— Measures of Napoleon to restore Public Credit in France— Paciticalion of 
la Vendde— Iniquitous Evecution of Count Louis Froltc— Napoleon eflecls a Reconciliation 
with the Emperor Paul— His energetic Military Measures— Revival of the Military Spirit in 
France— His steps to suppress the Revolutionary Fervour of the People— He totally extin- 
guishes the Liberty of the Press— And fixes his Residence at the Tuileries- Commencement 
of the Etiquette and Splendour of the Court there- Recall of many Exiles banished since the 
iSthFructidor— Estabiishment of the SecrelPolice— Napoleon’s hypocritical eloge on ■Wash- 
ington— Comparison of his system of government with that established by Constantine in 
theByzanline empire— Commencement of his great designs for Architectural Embellishment 
at Paris— Suppression of the f6te on 2ist January, and eievation of Tronchet— Correspon- 
dence between Napoldon and LouisXVIII— Geueralimprovementin the Prospects of France. 

The first step of Napoleon, upon arriving at the consular throne, -was to 
make proposals of peace to the British government. The debate on that sub- 
ject in Parliament is the most important that occurred during the war, and 
forms the true introduction to the political history of Europe during the nine- 
teenth century. ' . , • 

Dec 25 . " The letter of Napoldon to the King of England, couched in his 

■ - usual characteristic language, -was in these terms : “ Called by the 
■wishes of the French nation to. occupy the first station in the Republic, I. 
think it proper on.entering into office to make a direct communication to 
your Majesty, • 

■ Nepouon’s"' “ The war which for eight years has ravaged the four quarters of 

posing’’™' ll^e globe, is it destined to he eternal? Are there no means' of com- 
iint™h'’sol° understanding? How can the two most enlightened na- ■ 

\ernnicnt tions of Europe, powerful and strong beyond Avhat their indepen- 
dence and safety requires, sacrifice to ideas of vain greatness the benefits of 
commerce^ prosperity, and domestic happiness? How has it happened that 
they 'do not feel that peace is of the first necessity as well as the truest glory ? 

“ These sentiments cannot he foreign to the heart of your Majesty, who 
reign over a free nation with the sole desire of rendering it happy. You will 
see in this overture only 'the efiect of a sincere desire to contribute effica- 
ciously, for the second -time, to a general pacification, by a step speedy, im- 
plying confidence, and disengaged from those forms which, however neces- 



^04 . m8T0R\ OP EUROPL [Chap XXX 

' ^nrj lo (lisgHisc the dependence of feeble stales, prove only m those vshlch 
* lie strong the mutual desire of deceiving each other 

“ rrtincc alid England inaj , by the abuse of thcir strength still for a time, 


• I 

,«,r' Vine, lilt t.iioiisu mimsttr oi lorcign ailairs — ihc lung las 
given frequent proofs of his sincere desire for llic re establishment of 
secure and permanent tranquillity in Europe He neither is, nor has been, 
engaged in any conlestfor a vain andfalseglory Iftf has had no other view 
than that of maintaining against all aggression the rights and happiness of 
his subjects For these he has contended against an unproroked attack, 
and for the same objects he is still obliged to contend Nor can he hope that 
this necessity could be removed by entering at the present moment into a 
negotiation vv ith those whom afresh revolution has so recently placed in the 
exercise of power in France, since no real advantage can arise from such ne- 
golnlion to the great and desirable object of a general peace, «mljl it sliall 
distinctly appear that those causes have ceased to operate which originally 
produced the war, and by which it lias been since protracted, and mmorc 
than one instance renewed The same system, to the prevalence of which 
I rincc justly ascribes all her present miseries, is that which has also mv oh cd 
the rest of Europe in a long and destructive warfare, of a nature long since 
unknown to the practice of civilized nations 

“ ior the extension of this system, and for llie extermination of all csta 
Llishod governments, (he resources of France have, from year to year, and* 
m the midst of the most unpanllclcd distress, been lavished and exhausted 
To tins indiscriminate spirit of destruction, the Netherlands, the United tro- 
vinces, the Swiss Cantons, lus Majesty’s ancient allies, have been succcssh ely 
sacrificed Germany has been ravaged , and Italy, though now rescued front 
Its invaders, has been midc the scene of unbounded rapine and anarchy 
Ills Majesty himself has been compelled to maintain an arduous and bur- 
densome contest for the independence and exislenctfof Ins kingdoms 

“Clinic such a system continues lo prcvvil, and while the blood and 
treasure of a numerous and powerful nation caif be lav ished in its support, 
experience lias shown that no defence but that of open and steady hostility 
can be availing The most solemn treaties have only prepared tlie vva/ for 
fresh a^ession , and it is to a determined resistance alone that is'iiow due 
whatever remains in Europe of security for properly, personal liberty , «ocn[ 
order, or religious freedom For the security, therefore, of these essential 
objects, his Majesty cannot place bis reliance on the mere renewal of general 
professions of pacific dispositions Such dispositions have been repeatedly hel -> 
out by all those who have successively directed the resources of Fraufc to the 
destruction of Europe and vv bom llic present rulers have declared to have 
been, from the beginning and uniformly, incapable of mamiaming the,rcla- « 


sistancc Is at an end , that, after the cxpcncnca of sb many years ol crimes 
and miseries, belter pnnciplosbaveullimalely prevailed ml ranee, and that 
all the gigantic projects of ambition, and all the restless sclicino of dcstmir- 
Ijon -sliicli liai c endroscred Hie > cr, pustcncc of civil socicly, Im c at Icnsili 
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been finally relinquished. But the'coiiviction of such a change, howerer 
agreeable to his Majesty’s wishes, can result only from experience and the 
evidence of facts. 

“ The best and most natural pledge of- its reality and permanence would 
be the restoration of that line of princes, which for so many centuries main- 
tained the French nation in prosperity at home and consideration and respect 
abroad. Such an event would at once Imve removed, and Avill at any time 
remove, all obstacles in the way of negotiation or peace. It would confirm to 
France the unmolested enjoyment of its ancient territory; and it would give' 
to all the other nations in Europe, in tranquillity and peace, that security 
which they are now compelled to seek by other means. But desirable as such 
an event must be, both to France and the world, it is not to this mode exclu- 
sively that bis Majesty limits the possibility of secure and solid pacification. 
His Majesty makes no claim to prescribe to France what shall be the form of 
her government, nr in whose bands she shall vest the authority necessary for . 
conducting the affairs of a great and powerful nation. He looks only to the 
security of his own dominions and those of his Allies, and to the general 
safety of Europe. Whenever he shall judge that such security can in any 
manner be attained, as resulting either from the internal situation of the 
country from Avhose internal situation the danger has arisen, or from such 
other circumstances, of whatever nature, _as may produce the same end, his 
Majesty will eagerly embrace the opportunity to concert with his Allies the 
means of a general jiacification (1), Unhappily no such security hitherto 
■ exists ; no sufficient e^idence of the principles by which the new government 
will be directed; no reasonable ground by« which to judge of its stability (2).” 

These able state papers are not only valuable as exhibiting the arguments . 

** “ e 

(i) Pnrl. Hist xxxiv. ^799.' ^ . • * 

^ (2) To this it was replied by M. TaUeyrand> tlie 

Prencli minister for foreign affairs Very far 
from France having provoked the war, she had, dt 
must be recollected, from the veVy commencement 
of the Revolution, solemnly pfodaimed her love of 
peace, her disinclination for conquests, her respect 
for the independence of all goN ernments ; and it is' 
not to bo doubted that, occupied' at that timo entire* 
ly with her own internal affairs, she would have 
avoided taking any part in Ihoso of Europe, and 
would have remained faithful to her declarations/ 

But from an opposite disposition, as soon as the 
French Revolution had broken out, almost all Eu- 
rope entered into a league ‘for its destruction. The 
aggression was real, long; before it was public;, 
internal rcsistance*was excited, its opponents were 
^favourably received, their extravagant dcclama*^ 
tions were supported, the French nation was in- 
sulted in the person of its agents, and England set, 
particularly, this example, by the dismUsal of the' 
minister accredited by her ; finally ,^France,yWas, in 
fact,' attacked in her indcjiendcnce, and her hon- 
our, and in hersafetyjlong before war was declared. 

• ^‘Thus it is to the projects of dismemberment, 
subjection, and dissolution, which were prepared 
against her, and the execution of which was several 
, times attempted and pursued, that France has a' 
right to impute the evils which she has suffered^ 
and those which have offliclcd Europe, Such pro- 
jects for a long time, ■without example with respect 
to so pow erful a nation, could not fail to bring on 
the most fatal consequences. Assailed on allsxdcs, 
the Republic could not but extend universally the 
efforts of her defence, and it is only for the main- 
tenance ol her own independence that she has made 
use of those means which she possessed in her own 
strength and the courage of her citizens. As long 
as she saw that her enemies ohsliualcly refused to 


rceognise' her rights, she counted only upon the 
'energy of her resistance, but as soon as they were 
obliged, to abandon the ‘hope of invasion, she 
sought for means of conciliation, and ^manifested 
pacific 'intentions; and if these have not always 
been efficacious; if, in the midst of the critical 
circumstances of her internal situation, which the 
Revolution and the war have successively brought 
on, Ihc former depositaries of the executive power 
in France have'Uot always shown as much modera- 
tion as the nation itself has shown courage, it must, 
above all, be imputed to‘the fatal and persevering 
animosity with which the resources of England have 
been lavi«ihed to accomplish the ruin of France. 

.*< But if the wishes of his Britannic Idajesty, in 
conformity with his assurances, are in unison with' 
those of the ^French Republic for the rc-establish- 
incnt of peace, why, instead of attempting the apo- , 
logy of the war, should not attention be paid to the 
means of terminating it ? The First Consul of the 
French Republic cannot* doubt that his Britannic ^ 
Majesty must recognise the right of nations to 
choose the form of their government, since it is 
from the exercise of this right that he holds his 
crown; but he cannot comprehend how, after ad- 
mitting this fundamental principle, upon which 
rests the existence of political societies, he could 
annex insinuations which tend to an interference in 
the internal affairs of the Republic, and which arc 
not less injurious to the French nation and iU go- 
vernment, than it would he to Englimd and his 
Mojeslv , if a sort of inNitation weie held out in 
favour of that Republican governmenr, of 

which England adopted the forms about the middle 
of the last century, or on exhortation to recall to 
the throne that family whom their birth had placed 
there, and whom a Revolution had compelled lo 
descend from it, [F^irk IliVk -wiv. 1199, 1202.J 
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nUinccd bv tin: opposite parties ta this memorable contest, but 
a containing an expLit and important declaration of the object 
II T.iic, as coma o Britain througlioul its continuance 

The Enelish m lis y n | |,j^anls the form of government or race of 

lVr°eips niey “e'to Aoose; .He object of the nar is there expressli de- 

dared To Iia\c heen, what 

,lo impose a government . __ , 

other nations, not to par acmocralitai piiiicipies, o, 

’’ independence ■ ‘ * ■ ■ 

most lilvcly t" . . . ■ 

* prelimmarj 
in any other 
the Batavinr ' 
republics,' n , 

peace,- alTorded ■I'"!''”/; IwaiisHtTas then' that: the point of 
dur • • . propagandists mlo 

the . ' • * . ¥ . . 

l-r Mo s' ‘rm"n!ju"sn%'cT5?ro Vtil^^ 


. On the part ijf the Opposition, u ^ 

“Ihatnowwasthfe-firsthmcwhcn ^ uiuu.c*...b • 

of the war, that aien eta m,anV poSsiWe 

parallelld calamities, it touia no ^ ^ etamnst rhiTeal and aus- 

* ' . ■ mons 


• a V indication of the war, 
an answer ^to a'spcciUc 
lesl interests of mankinu. 

iVi 1 -rnsi to v^ar, 


great andu. 


Rerolulion nas onlj to vt actual and not spccuu"'^ 
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applied lo the American Ilevolulion, the question is not, whether this condi- 
tion of human alVairs deserves praise or blame, but what, in God’s name, are 
you to do with it? 

“ lYhcn war was first proclaimed by this country, after the death of Louis, 
it was rested on ‘ the late atrocious act perpetrated at Paris.’ Then, as now, 
it was provoked, and peace rejected upon general and unjustifiable objec- 
tions— speculative dangers to religion and government, which, supposing 
them to have existed, ^Yith all their possible consequences, were more likely 
lo be increased than diminished by the bitterness of war. At that lime, mi- . 
nislcrs were implored not to invite war upon principles which made peace 
dependent upon systems and forms of government, instead of the conduct of 
nations; upon theories which could not be changed, instead of aggressions 
which might be adjusted. France had then, and for a long lime after, a strong 
interest in peace; she had not then extended her conquests; but Europe com- 
bined to extinguish France, and place her without the pale of the social 
community; and France, in her turn, acted towards Europe on the same 
principles. She desolated and ravaged whatever countries she occupied, and 
spread her conquests with unexampled rapidity. Could it be expected that 
so powerful a nation, so assailed, should act merely on the defensive, or that, 
in the midst of a revolution which the confederacy of surrounding nations 
had rendered terrible, the rights of nations would be respected? Ambitious 
projects, not perhaps originally contemplated, followed their steps; and the 
world was changed with portentous violence, because the goveimment of 
Great Britain had resolved, that, if changed at all, it should revert to eslablish- 
nicnls which had reached their period and expired. 

“ In i79u, without any pacific proposition from France, when the govern- 
ment of France was not a month old, at a time when the alarm was at its 
height in England, and the probable contagion of French principles, by the 
intercourse of peace, was not only the favourite theme of ministers, but made 
the foundation of a system by which some of our most essential liberties were 
abridged— even these ministers invited the infant, democratic, .Tacobin, re- 
gicide republic of France lo propose a peace. On wbat principle, then, could 
peace now be refused when the danger was so much diminished, because the 
resistless fury of that popular spirit which had been the uniform topic of de- 
clamation had hot only subsided, from lime and expansion, but was curbed, 
or rather extinguished, by the forms of the new government which invited us 
lo peace ? If Bonaparte found that his interests were served by an arrange- 
ment with England, the same interests would lead him to continue it. Sur- 
rounded with perils, at the head of an untried government, menaced by a 
great confederacy, of w'hich England was the head, compelled to press licavi/y 
upon the resources of an exhausted people, it was not less his interest to pro- 
■pose than it was ours to accept peace. 

, “ It is impossible lo look without the most bitter regret on the ciiorinilies 
which France has committed. In some of the worst of them, ho\^oycr, the 
Allies have joined her. Did not Austria receive Venice from 
is not the receiver as bad as the thief? lias not Russia attacked J. 

not the Emperor and the King of Prussia subscribe TideclnrDtion 
-which amounted to a hostile aggression? Did they not wnha " ^ 

ration, that they were lo employ their forces, in conjunct"" 'y 
kings of Europe, ‘ to pul the Iving of France in a silualioii 
feet liberty, the foundations of a monarchical gover/imeid 
to the rights of sovereigns' and the welfare of the Frcji('h'."|i]'' ’ ' 

other princes should co-operate with them, did they ''' ' 7 
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C.1SC, declare tlicjr dcfcrminalmn (o act promptly, and by mutual consent to 
obtain the end proposed by all of them?* Can gentlemen lay their liands on 
their hearts, and not admit tliat the fair construction of this is, that w hcnet cr 
lliD Ollier powers should concur, they i^ould attack France, then at peace 

1 . : ■ * I ' 


plainedb) JI Cham elm, nhenhe declared that itncvernasmeanl to proclaim 

I- " : 'r * « 


fied with this explanation; and where mil he the end of ^ars, if idle and 
intemperate expressions arc to he made tlie grounds ork of bitter and neTcr- 
ending hostilities? 

“ ‘Where is the nar, pregnant with so many horrors, next to be carried? 
■WHiere is it to stop? Not till you establish the House of Bourbon l—and this 
you cherish the hope of doing, because you have had a successful campaign. 
TJut is the situation of tlio Allies, mlh all they have gamed, to be compared 
with what It i\as after Valenciennes was taken? One campaign is successful 
to you ; another may be so to them , and m tins way, animatcdby iho\m- 
dicUvc passions of revenge, hatred, rancour, which arc infinitely more flagi- 
tious than those of ambition and the thirst of power, you may go on for c\er, 
as, with such black incentives, no end can be foreseen to human misery. And 
all Ibis without an intelligible motne, merely that }ou may gam a belter 
peace a year or two hence Is then peace so dangerous a slate, war so cn- 
siablo, that the latter is to be chosen as a state of probation, the former 
shunnedas a positive evil (f)?” 

RKMath* hand, it \sas contended by Lord Gremillc and llr. 

for necessity which originally existed for the 

w^rMc commencement and prosecution, still called for perseverance in 
the war. The same proneness to aggression, the same disregard to justice, 
still actuated the conduct of the men who rule in France Peace with a 
nation by whom war was made against all order, religion, and morality, 
would rather be a cessation of resistance to wTong than a suspension of arms 
in the nature of an ordinary warfare To negotiate with established govern- 
ments was formerly not merely easy, but in most circumstances safe; but to 
Jicgoi/ale Uiih the goycmment of France now nouM he to incur ah the 
risks of an uncertain truce, without attaining the benefits even of a tempo- 
rary peace. France still retains ibc scnlinents, and is constant to tlic v lews 
which characterised the dawTi of her Revolution. Shew’ds innovating, she 
is so still; she was Jacobin, she is so still; she declared war against nil kings, 
and she continues to this hour to seek their destruction Even the distant 
republic of America could not escape that ravaging power, and next to a 
stale of active and inveterate war were the relations of those two common- 
w ealths for a long lime. The Republic, indeed, has frequently published her 
. . . , *1 - r. 1 up iliat declaration by any 

. . ,• lot seen her armies march to 

. _ . - N ■ ■ icm to her dominions? flare 

* • ■ t the wTongs of Switzerland 
recent and marKCu^ Lvcn lulw Aoiu utti varricd her lust for dominion, 

(l) tail, Hist, »»»iT 1291.1153 * 
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severed from the Porte, during a period of profound peace, a vast portion of 
its empire, and stimulated ‘Citizen Tippoo’ to engage in lliat contest which 
ultimately proved his ruin? 

“The Republic has proclaimed her respect for the independence of all 
governments. How have her actions corresponded with this profession? ' 
Did not Jacobin France attempt the overthrow of every government? Did 
she not, whenever it suited her purpose, arm the governors against the 
governed, or the governed against the governors?’ How completely has she 
succeeded, during a period of profound peace which had been unbroken for 
centuries, in convulsing the population, and so subduing the independence 
of Switzerland? In Italy, the whole fabric of civil society has been changed, 
and the independence of every government violated. The Netherlands, loo, 
exhibit to mankind monuments of the awful veneration with Avhich the Re- 
public has regarded the independence of other slates. The memorable decree 
of November 1792, has not slept a dead letter in their statute-book. No, it 
has ever since been the active energetic principle of their whole conduct, 
and every nation is interested in the extinction of that principle for ever. 

“ Every power with whom (he Republic has treated, whether for the pur- 
pose of armistice or peace, could furnisli melancholy instances of the per- 
fidy of France, and of the ambition, injustice, and cruelty of her rulers. Swit- 
zerland concluded a truce with the Republic ; her rulers immediately excited 
insurrections among her cantons, overthrew her institutions, seized her for- 
tresses, robbed her treasures, the accumulation of ages, and, to give perma- 
nence to her usurpations, imposed on her a government new alike in form 
and substance. .The Grand Duke of Tuscany was among the earliest sufTcrers 
by a treaty of peace with the Republic. In every thing he strove to conform 
' to the views of Fiance ; her rulers repeated to him her assurances of atlach- 
' ment and disinclination to conquest; but at the very time that the honour of 
the Republic was pledged for the security of his slates, he saw the troops of his 
ally enter his capital, and he himself was deposed and a democracy given to 
the Florentines. The King of Sardinia ojiencd the gates of his capital to the 
Republican arms, and, confiding in the integrity of the French government, 
expected to be secured in his dominions by the treaty which guaranteed his 
title and his rights, and communicated to France equal -advantages. lie 
was, however, in a state of peace, invaded in his dominions, forced to fly to 
his insular possessions, and Turin treacherously taken possession of by the 
Republican troops. The change in the Papal governraenl was another part of 
the same system. It was planned by Joseph Bonaparte in his palace. He 
excited the populace to an insurrection; and eflected the revolution in the 
capital at the head of the Roman mob. To Venice their conduct was still 
more atrocious. After concluding an armistice with the Archduke Charles, 
Bonaparle^declared that he took' the Venetians under his protection, and 
overturned the old government by the movements excited among the peo- 
ple; but no sooner was the national independence in this Avay destroyed, 
than he sold them to the very Imperial government against whose alleged 
oppression he had prompted them to take up arms. Genoa received the 
French as friends ; and the debt of gratitude was repaid by the government 
being revolutionized, and, under the authority of a mock constitution, the 
people plundered, and the public independence subverted. 

“ It is in vain to allege that these atrocities arc the work of former govern- 
ments, and that Bonaparte had no hand in them. The worst of ‘ acts > " 

perfidy have been perpetrated by himself. If a treaty was a 

broken with 'Sardinia, it was concluded and broken by Bo 
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'^^as entered into and >iolatcd ■nilh Tnscany, it was entered into and violated 
by Bonaparte. If ■Ncincc ^>as first sedneed into revolutionary revolt, and 
then belrajcd and sold to Austria, ilv\ as by Bonaparte that the treachery was 
consummated. If the Papal government was first terrified into submission, 
and then overturned by rebellion, it *was Bonaparte wbo accomplished the 
vv orb. If Conoi v\ as convulsed m a stale of profound peace, and then sacri- 
ficed, it was by Bonaparte that the perfidious invasion vva| committed If 
Svvvltcrhnd was first seduced into revolution, and then invaded and plun- 
dered, it was by the deceitful promises and arts of Bonaparte that the train 
was liid. Even the afTilialcd republics and Ins own country bavenot escaped 
the same perfidious ability The constitution which he forced dn his coun- 
trymen, at the cannon’s mouth, on the loth Yendemiairc, he delivered up 
to the bayonets of AugerCau on the i8tU Fructidor, and overturned with bis 
grenadiers on the 18lh Brumaire. The constitution of the Cisalpine republic, 
which he himself had cstablishcd,\vas overthrown by his lieutenant Berliner 
He gamed possession of Malta by deceitful promises, and immediately handed 
it over to the Republic He declared to the Porte that he had no intention to 
take possession of Egjpl, and yet he avowed to his army that he rontiueted 
it for France, and instantly roused the Copts into rebellion against the Mame- 
lukes He declared to the Mussulmans that he was a believer in Maho- 
met (1), thus demonstrating that, even on the most sacred subjects, truth was 
set atmought when any object was to be gained by its violation, '^ay, be 
has, in his official instructions, openly avowed ibis systetn , for, in his in- 
structions to Kkber, he declares, ‘ \ou may sign a treaty to evacuate Egypt* 
but do not cvccutc thc-arlicles, and you mdy'imd a plausible excuse for the 
delay in the observation, tliat they must be sent borne to be submitted to Ibo 
Directory .’ What reliaoce can be placed on a power which thus uniformly 
makes peace or truce ? stepping-stone to farther aggressions, and systema- 
tically uses perfidy as an allowable weapon for circumventing its enemies? 
And wlral IS especially worthy of observation, this system is not that of any 
one man, it has been the principle of all the statesmen, without excep- 
tion, who have governed France during the Revolution; a clear proof lhat it 
arises from the force of the circumstances in w hich they arc placed, and the 
ruinous ascendance of irreligious principles in the people, and that the inten- 
tions of the present ruler of the country, even if they were widely different 
from what they are, could afford no sort of security against its conlmuancc 
“trance would now derive great advantages from a general peace Her 
commerce would revive, her seamen be renewed, her sailors acquire expe- 
rience, and the power which hitherto bos been so victorious at land, would 
speedily become formidable on another element What benefit could it bring 
to Great Britain’ Are our * 

our dockyards empty? Ha' ■ • ■ . ■ 

jble preponderance on the .... 

world rapidly passing into the bands of our merchants? Bonaparte would 
acquire immense popularity by being the means of bringing about an accom- 
modation with this country, if we wish to establish his power, and perma- 
nently enlist Ihecnbrgy of the Revolution under the banners of a military 
chieftain, we have only to fall into Uic snare which be has so artfully pre- 
pared. In turbulent republics, it has erer been an axiom to maintain in- 
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by proposing (o transfer into new hands, on the delusive notion of equality, 
and in breach ofocry principle of jnslicc, the whole property of the coun- 
try , the practical application of this principle ^^a5 to deiote the wholeof that 
property to indiscriminate plunder, and make tt the foundation of a revolu- 
tionary system of finance, productive m proportion to the misery and deso- 
lation which It created It has been accompanied by an unwearied spirit of 
proselytism, diffusing itself over all the nations of the earth ; a spirit which 
can apply itself to all circumstances and all situations , hold out a promise of 
redress equally to all nations; which enables the teachers of Trench liberty 
to recommend themselves to those who live under the feudal code of the 
German empire, the \arious states of Italy, the old republicans of Holland, 
the new republicans of America, the prolestants of Sn itzcrland, the Catholics 
of Ireland, the Mussulmans of Turkey, and the Hindoos of India; the nalncs 
of England, enjoying the perfection of practical freedom, and the Copts of 
Egypt, groaning under the last seventy of Asiatic bondage The last and dis- 
tinguishing feature is a perfidy which nothing can bind; which no ties of 
treat} , no sense of the principles generally received among nations, no obli- 
gation, human or disine, can restrain Thus qualified, thus armed for des- 
truction, the genius of the French Rciolution marched forth the terror and 
dismay of the world E^ery nation has in its turn been the witness, many 
base been the victims, of its principles, and it is left now for us to decide 
w hetlier w e will compromise with such a danger, w hile w c I)a^ e y et resources 
to supply the smews of war, while the heart and spirit of the country Is ycl 
unbroken, and wliile we have the means of calling forth and supporting a 
powerful co-operation m Europe Cur igitur paccm nolo— quia mfida cst, 
quia penculosa, quia esse non potcst(l)?” 

Feb 3 iioo The House, upon a division, supported the measures of Adminis- 
tration by amajonty of two hundred and sixty-five to sixty-four. 

RrfwnoM InjudgmgofthisdecisionoftheBnush government, which formed 
the true commencement of the second period of the w ar, that in 

Pmri whicli u was wagcd witbNapolion, it is of importance to recollect 
the circumstances in which he was placed,and the nature of the government 
which he had assumed t rance had not ceased to be rei olulionary, but its 
energies were now, under a skilful and enterprising chief, turned to military 
objects ncwasstill,howe'cr,bonieforwarduponthemovcmenl, and the 
moment he attempted to slop, he would ha\e been crushed by its wheels. 

■ , r • .1 r Consul. “ The French govem- 

• ' ■ ,cmblancetolhosewhichsurround 

. . ■ ■■ • restrain many different classes of 

maiccontents within its bosom, it stands in need of action, of ^efot, and, by 
consequence, of war, to maintain an imposing attitude against somanj cnc- 
inie 3 .”—“^ our government,” replied Tlubeaudeau,” lias no resemblance to 
nne ncwlv established. It assumed the toga vtnlts at Marengo; and, sus- 
/ , 1 -,- J „ , .1 ^ ^ » ,V ~ II its 
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or if will perish .^' — “ And (o obtain sneh .a Tc?ult, yon see no other method 
than ^Ynr?” — “ Konn other, rilizen (1).” — “ llis fixed opinion from iliccom* 
mcnccment,” says Eonrrionne, “ NV.as, that if stationary he Avonld fall ; that 
he n as sustained only by contiinially advancinp, and that iUvns not snfficient 
to advance, bnt he mnsl advance rapidly and irresistibly.” — “My power, ” 
saidhc, “depends on my {'lory,nnd my glory on theviclorieswhichlgain. My 
power would instantly f:dl, if it were not constantly based on fresh glory and 
victories. Conquest made me wlial 1 am : conqncsi alone can maintain mein 
it. A government newly established has need to dazzle and astonish; when 
its crlal ceases, it pcrislics. It is in vain to expect repose from a man who is 
the concentration of movement (2).” 

Such Averc Napoleon's views; and that they were perfectly just, Avilh refe- 
rence to his OAvn situation, is evident from the consideration that a revolu- 
tionary poAver, Avhelhcr in civil or military nlTairs, has never yet maintained 
its ascendency in any other way. Ihit these being his principles, and the in- 
dependence of England forming the great stumbling-block in his AA’ay, it is 
evident that no ])ermancnt peace Avith him Avas practicable; that every ac- 
commodation could have been only a truce ; and that it never Avould be pro- 
posed, unless in circumstances Avhen it Avas for his interest to gain a short 
breathing-time for fresh projects of ambition (.’>). The event completely 
proA’cd the justice of these views, and forms the best commentary on the 
prophetic Avisdom of .Mr. I'ilt. Every successive peace on the continent only 
paved the Avay for fresh aggressions ; ami at length he Avas precipitated upon 
the snoAvs of Iltissia, by the same invincible necessity of dazzling his subjects 
by the lustre of additional victories Avliich Avasfcll in llie commencement of 
his career, “llis poAver, Avithout and Avithin,” says Marshal St.-Cyr, “Avas 
founded solely on the ('clal of his victories. Ily intrusting himself Avilhonl 
reserve to fortune, he imposed upon himself the necessity of folloAving it to 
the titmost verge Avhither it Avould lead him. IJidicard-of success had at- 
tended enterprises, the temerity, of AAhich Avas continually increasing; bnt 
thence arose a necessity to keep for cvcrnAAVikc the terror and adzniration of 
.Euro])C, by ncAV enterprises and more dazzling triumphs. The more colossal 
his poAver became, the more immeasurable his projects required to be, in 
order that their unexpected success should keep up the same stupor in the 
minds of the vulgar. Adndralion, enthusiasm, ambition, the emotions on 
Avhich his dominion Avas founded, arc not durable in their nature; they must 
be incessantly fed AA'ith fresh stimulants; .and, to cflect that, extraordinary 
efforts arc requisite. These principles aa'cvc avcU knoAvn to Napoltion ; and 
thence it is that he so often did CA’il, albeit knoAA ing bettor than any one that 
it AA'as CA'il, oA’crrulcd by a supcifor pOAAcr, from Avhich he felt it Avas impos- 
sible to escape. The rapid movement Avhicb lie imprinted on the affairs of 
Europe AA'as of a kind Avhich could not be arrested ; a single retrograde step, 
a policy Avhich indicated a stationary condition, Avould have been the signal 
of his fall. Far, therefore, from making it subject of reproach to Napoleon, 
that he conceived an enterprise so gigantic as the Russian expedition, he is 

(!' 'rliiliaudcau, Consulal, 393- . ncej of avar : n Irealy of peace wtiicli would liavc 

(2) Botir. iii. 214. derognted from Omt of Cninpo Formio nml on- 

13} TJii*; ncoordingly nas openly nvowed by Nn- nuUed llic crcRlion*? of Itnly, would liavc withered 
poicon Iiimsclf. ** Knj;Iaiid/' said be in January every imacinntion. Mr, Viti*s answer accordingly 
iSOOf “ must (icoi'etiurned. As long as my voice lias wos impaticnlly expected. When it arrived, it filled 
any influence, it will never enjoy any respite, YesI me with a secret satisfaction. llis answer could not have 
ycsl warto the death with England for ever— ay, beta move favouralilc* From that moment 1 foresaw 
tin its destruction.*’ [ D’Abr. ii. 179, 130.] fie ibat, with such impassioned antagonists, I would 
admits, in his own Memoirs, that when he made have no difficaliy in reaching ihcliighcsl destinies,” 
the.se proposals to Mr, Pitt, he had no serious intern — ^fAr, in Moxtii, i. 33» 84. 
tion of concluding peace. ! had then," said h?, 
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nllicr to be pitjcd for being phced in a situation ^here he as overruled bj 
necessity , and this furnishes the true answer to those who would ascribe Iq 
chance, the rigour of the elements, or an excess of temerity, what was m 
truth but the inevitable consequence of the false position m Which for fifteen 
years France liadbecn placed (1) ” It is this law of the moral world which 
rendered durable peace with that country, when headed by a revolutionary 
power, impossible, and which was ultimately destined to inllict an awful 
retribution on its guiU and its ambition 
Experience, therefore, has now proved that Mr Pitt’s view of the charac- 
ter of the revolutionary war vv aswell founded , and that the seizure of the con- 
sular throne by Tsapol^on, only gave a new and more dangerous direction to 
that restless and insatiable spinl which had arisen from the convulsions 
which the Revolution had produced Justice requires that it should be de- 
clared, that, m espousing tbe cause of the enemy on Ibis occasion, and uni- 

fnrmU tviII tt nn «l.n ^ <1 n r''*' <1 «1 n Tno. 

1 

0 ^ ’ 

lisli w riter in expressing tins opinion, because the ablest of the liberal party 
inTrance themselves admit that their partisans m this country fell into this 
enormous error “ ^olhlng,” says Madame dc Statl, “ was more contrary to 
Bonaparte’s nature, or his interest, than to have made peace in 4800 lie 
could only live m agitation, and if any thing could plead his apology with 
those who reflect on the influence of external circumstances on the human 
mmd, It IS, that lie could only breathe freely in a volcanic atmosphere It 
was absolutely ueccssary for him to present, every three months, a new object 
of ambition to the French, in order to supply , by tbe grandeur and variety of 
external events, the vacuum occasioned by the removal of all objects of 
domestic interest At that epoch, unhappily for the spirit of freedom in Eng- 
land, the English Opposition, with Mr Fox at tbeirbead, look an entirely 
false view of ^apolton, and thence it was that that parly, previously so esti- 
mable, lost Its ascendant m the nation It was already too much to have de- 
fended France under the Reign of Terror, but it was, if possible, a still grea- 
ter fault to hare considered Bonaparte as identified with the principles of 
freedom, when in truth lie was their deadliest enemy (2) ’’—“The eloquent 
declarations of Mr Fox,” says General Mathieu Dumas, “ cannot invalidate 
the facts brought forward by Mr Pill and Lord Grenville as to the origin 
of the war Tbe Girondists alone were the cause of its commencement The 
names of those impostors who,, to ov erturn the monarchical throne of France, 
prevailed on the Iving to declare that fatal war, should be consigned to an 
execrable celebrity , they alone brought down on Europe and tlicir country a 
deluge of calamities (3) ” 

Th« p> 1 . M ar being thus resolved on, the most v igorous measures w cre 
ToUein taken, botli by Parliament and the executive, to meet the dangers 
w* vvilh which It might be attended Parliament voted the sum of 

L 500,000 to the crown, for the purpose of immediately aiding Austria m the 
armaments which she had in contemplation, and Mr Pitt slated that a loan 
of L 2,500,000 to the Emperor would be advanced (4) TIic budget brouglit 
forward by the chancellor of the exchequer exhibited a most flattering pic- 
ture of the public credit, and proved that, notwithstanding the immense ex- 
penditure of the eight preceding campaigns, the national resources vv ere still 
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unimpaired (1). The cxlrnordinavy fad which he mcniioned, that, in the 
cighlh year of the war, a loan of cighloen millions and a half had been oh- 
laincd at the rate of fotir and three-fourths per cent, proved the enduring 
credit of the government and the almost houudiess extent of the wealth of 
suppiiM England ; hut both that great linnucicr and the Ilritish public, 

rTililil’VM- misled by the fallacious brilliancy of present apiicarauccs, over- 
ibrnmi. looked the grievous burden wliich the contraction of debt in the 
three permit.'', in other Avords, the imposition of a burden of L.l 00 for every 
L.GO advanced, was nltimaloly to jirodnee upon the national resources, 
j anil tnvi Tlvc laud forocs of Great llritain in this year amounted to “108,000 
men, exclusive of 80,000 militia; and for the service of the licet, 
■120,000 seamen and marines wore voted. The ships in commission were no 
less than.'ilO, including 121 of the line. From a table laid licforc Parliament 
in this year, it appeared that the whole troops, exclusive of militia, which 
had been raised for the serviee of the slate during tlic eight years from 1792 
to “1800, had been only 208,000; a force not greater than might liavc liccn 
easily levied in a single year, out of a population then amounting to nearly 
sixteen millions, in tlic three kingdoms; and which, if ably conducted and 
thrown into the scale, when nearly balanced, between France and Austria, 
would unquestionably have terminated the war at the latest in two cam- 
paigns (2J. 
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To provide for tlic interest of tills loan, amnunting in all to l,.21, 500,000, Mr. 

Bill laid on some trifling taxi son spirits and tea, amounting in all to l..350,000, 
tlic interest on tlio Imlk of the debt being I.iid as a cliarge on llic income tax, 

Tlic interest paid on tlic loan was only 4’- per cent ; a fact sThicli be justly stated 
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Several domestic measures of great importance took phccin this 
i»t session of Parliament Thcbank charter was renencdforti%enl)- 
onc^cars, there he!ng^t^>elvc years of the old charter still to run; in consi- 
deration of the advantages of which, the directors agreed to give the public 
a loan of L 5,000,000 for six years wiUiout interest, the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus act was continued by a great majority m both houses of Par- 
liament; and Mr Dundas brought forward a full account of the affairs of 
India The union of Ireland with Great Britain was, after a stormy debate 
m both liouses of Parliament m Dublin, earned by a large majority, cliiedy 
through the powerful abilities, cool courage, and vigorous efforts of Lord 
Castaebeacji, who then gave the first specimen of lint indomitable firmness 
and steady perseverance which were afterwards destined, on a greater stage, 
to lead the coalition against France loa glorious issue in the campaign ofl8U 
This great measure, however, was not carried without the most violent op- 
position, both in the Irish Peers and Commons , and it left the seeds of an 
.animosity hetw een the two islands, which, fostered by religious rancour and 
democratic passion, produced melancholy effects m after times upon the 
tranquillity and strength of the empire (2) 
i8*i)** Hy treaty of Union, the Peers for the united Imperial Par- 
Iiament were limited, from Ireland, to twenty-eight temporal and 
r*“ peers, the former elected for life by the Irisli peerage, 

of G*Tt" the latter by rotation, the commoners fixed at one hundred llio 
?rriatia*"* Cliurclies of England and Ireland were united, and provision made 
for their union, preservation, and (he continuance of their discipline, doc- 
trine, and Worship for ever Commercial privileges were fairly communi- 
cated, the national debt ofcach was imposed as a burden onitsovvnfinonccs, 
ittiKii $ and the general expenditure ordered to be defrayed, fob twenty 
pwiftoM after tlie Uuion, in the proportion of fifteen to Great Britain 
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and iwo for Ireland. The Ians and oouris nf hnili kingdoms were mnintnined 
on ihcir jwesent fooling, subject tns\jrh alteraiions as (iicnnilcd I’arliamcnt 
might deem expedient. This impnrt.inl ste]> was carried in the BrilishTlousc 
of Commons hv a majority of 508 toitJ. and in the l-ords l)y 7o to 7 (1). 

of tl *■ Tlie dcl)atcs on this subject iti the Itrilish rnrliaincnt, wliicl), 
highly impoVlant in Ktiglish, are not of suniricul momcnl 
for quotation in Kuropean ijistory, are chielly remarl<nl)le for tlic 
r!.j, complete Idiiulness of all parties to the real and ultimate conse- 
quences of the measure, which was adopted. Mr. Pitt was most desirous to 
show that the influence of the me.vfi would not he, unduly augmented by the 
Irish memhers itj the House of Commons (il); while Mr. Crey contended that, 
“nllimnlcly at least, the Iri^-h memhers will an'ord a certain accession of 
force to the party of every administration, and therefore forty of the most 
decayed boroughs should boslrnck off before the Union takes place. Ileacconl- 
ingly moved, that it should be an instruction to the House to guard against the 
inerense. of ti\e influence of the crown in the approaching Union (.7). To us, 
who know that by the aid of the Irish memhers, at)d their aid alone, even 
after the franchise had been raised from forty shillings to ten pounds by the 
Ihikc of ^VelVmgton, the great democratic change on the Hrilish constitution 
of ISrci was carried (1), these speculations as to the ultimate consequences of 
the Union arc singular monuments of the dillicully which even the greatest 
intcllcrls experience in prognosticating the consequences of any considerable 
change in the frame of government, hi truth, the decisive addition which the 
Irish members furnished to the democratic party of the empire on the first 
great crisis which occurred, adds another to llio numerous examples which 
liistory affords of the extreme peril of applying to one country tlic institu- 
tions or government of another, or of supposing that the system of represen- 
tation which the habits of centuries have moulded to a conformity with the 
interests of one state, can he adopted without the ulmosl hazard by another 
in an inferior stage of civilization, inheriting from its forefathers a more 
ardent temperament, or under the influence of more vchemenl passions. 
^‘rrtiWuur since the great financial crisis of 17117, ami the limilalion of 
iiiiii;:. tm- ens], pavnicnls hv the act of that venr, followed hv the issue of 
iv.o and one pound notes by the Hank of England, which im- 
mediately ensued, the prosperity of the Hrilish empire had been steadily and 
rapidly increasing. The cxjicndilurc of above sixty millions a-ycar by govern- 
ment, cither in the current expenses or the payment of interest on debt, and 
the increase of the issues by the bank from eleven millions to above liflcon 
during that period (b), had produced a most extraordinary cflcct on the 
national industry. Prices of every species of produce had rapidly and steadily 


M) I’.irl. nitl.xxiv, 31. 150, 135. (3) Ibltt. 101. 

(2) I’.irl. Ilitl. XXXV. 47. 

(1) Knglisli anJ Scotch members for tlic acformltill on Us first tlivisioii, . . . 235 


Agniiist it 251 — 15 
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risen , tint of gram m 1800, cxclusneof the effects of the scarcity of that ^ear, 
>\as double %\bal it had been in 17£S, and every other article had advanced 
in a similar proportion (1) The consequence ■nas, that the in- 
ctpicM dustrioiis classes v\ere, generally speahmg, m affluent circum- 
stances, immense fortunes rewarded the efforts of commercial enterprise, 
the demand forlabour,cncouragC}i by the cmplojment of nearly four hundred 
thousand soldiers and sailors in tlio public service, was unbounded, and even 
the increasing w eight of taxation, and the alarming magnitude of the debt, 
were but little felt amidst the general rise of prices and incomes which re- 
sulted from the profuse expenditure and lavish issue of paper by govern- 
ment (2) 

ff t og^anu annuitants, and all others depending on a 

fo«» <!“'« fixed income, underwent, during those years, a progressive decline 
iVw " of comfort, w Inch w as increased in many cases to the most poignant 
distress by the high prices and severe scarcity which followed the disastrous 
harvest of 1799 The attention of Parliament w as early directed to the means 
of alleviating the famine of that year Six reports were made by liie Commons 
and two by the lords on the dearth of provisions, but the government, 
although severely pressed by the public sulTenng, steadily resisted all those 
harsh or violent measures which procure a present relief at the expense of 
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future confidence in the cultivators. An act Avas passed to lower 
hc"c u“ and quality of all the bread baked in the kingdom ; the importation 
noble pv of rice and maize encouraged by liberal bounties 5 distillation from 
people?" grain slopped, and by these and other means an additional supply, 
to the enormous amount of 2,500,000 quarters, was procured for the use of 
the inhabitants (4). By these generous and patriotic efforts, joined to the 
admirable patience and forbearance of the people, this trying crisis was 
surmounted Avithout any of those convulsions Avhich might have been anti- 
cipated from so severe a calamity during a period of almost universal war; 
and in the latter part of the year, England, so far from being overwhelmed 
by its reverses, Avas enabled to present an undaunted front to the hostility of 
combine'd Europe. 

Pleasures of Deprived by the secession of Russia of the poAver from whom they 

Amtna'fm'' had dcrivcd such efficacious assistance in the preceding campaign, 

tSon G'niTe”’ Austria and England made the utmost efforts to prosecute the Avar 
with A’igour. By their united influence, the German empire was 
prevailed upon to sign a treaty, binding the states who composed it to furnish 
a contingent of three hundred thousand men for the common cause; but very 
fcAV of the electors obeyed the requisition, and the troops of the empire Avere 
of hardly any service in the succeeding campaign. To stimulate their languid- 
Dec. 4 , 1799 . dispositions, a vigorous circular w'as, in the beginning of December, 
sent by the Archduke Charles to the anterior circles of the empire, 
in Avhich he strenuously urged the formation of new levies, and pointed out, 
in energetic terms, the futility of the idea that any durable peace was practic- 
able with a country in such a state of revolutionary excitement as France, 
and the vanity of supposing that, by concentrating all the poAvers of govern-' 
ment in the hands of a victorious chieftain, it was likely to be either less 
formidable or more pacific. But although that greatgeneral was indefatigable 
in his endeavours to put the Imperialists on a respectable footing, and make 
the most active preparations for Avar, he was far from feeling any confidence 
in the issue of the approaching contest, noAV that Russia was wilhdraAvn on 
the one side and Napoleon Avas added on the other; and he earnestly coun- 
selled the Austrian cabinet to take advantage of the successes of the late 
campaign, and- the recent changes of government in France, by concluding 
peace Avith the Republic. The cabinet of Yienna, however, deemed it 
inadvisable to stop short in the career of success; and not only refused to 
treat with Napoleon, w'ho had proposed peace on the basis of the treaty of 
Campo Formio, but deprived the Archduke, who had so candidly stated his 
opinion, of the command of the army in Germany, and conferred it on General 
Kray. Notwithstanding the great abilities of the latter general, this change 
proved extremely prejudicial to the Imperial fortunes ; the Archduke Avas 
adored by the soldiers, and his retirement not only shook their confidence in 


(0 The resources obtained in this way are thus detailed in tbe sixth report 

Importation of wheat from Jan. I to Oct, 1, • 

Do. of flour from America, 

Do. of flour from Canada, ' 

Do. of rice, equal to ....•• 

Stoppage of starch, equal to.,,..,....' 

Do. ofdistiilcrics, '* 

. ' Use of Coarse Meal, 

Retrenchment. ..... 


of the Commons 
Quarters. 

, 170,000 

580,000 
, 30,000 

630.000 
■ 40,000 

360.000 

400.000 

300.000 


2,510,000 
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tlic house of Orange produced 24>000,000 more; national domains to a great 
exlciil found purchasers from Ibe increasing confidence in got ernment; and, 
instead of the forced loans from the opulent classes, which had utterly an- 
nihilated credit, and by the flagrant injustice with which they were levied 
recalled the w-orst da j s of the Reign of Terror, a new tax of iw enly-five per 
cent on real properly, though a burden ibat would he deemed intolerable la 
an j state w Inch bad tasted of the sw eets of real freedom', gave^general satis- 
faction, and soon produced a large increase to the revenue. At the same time 
the foundations of a sinking fund and a national bank were laid, the public 
forests put under a new and rigorous direction, monthly remittances from 
the collectors of taxes established, and the measures commenced which were 
calculated to revnc public credit after a prostration of ten years (1).' 

Paeir«aiot> 'Tlic pacification of la Vendee was the next object of the First 
Consul. The law of hostages and the forced requisitions had re- 
V ed the'ciul w ar in that country, aniTsixty thousand men w ere m the field, 
but It was a different contest from the terrible burst which, seven years be- 
fore, had proved so disastrous to the Hepubhean arms The devastation of 
the country and destruepon of the population by that bloody strife, had an- 
nihilated the elements ^ resistance on any considerable scale, qnd mere 

* ’ * . J — Mm 1. «1 /I C nlfltf 


IN- . • . ; 

leaders of the insurgents , aud although they paid iml htile attention to the 
first proclamations of ^apolcoI»} yet being soon convinced by the tenor of his 
administration, that a more equitable system than that of the Revolution was 
about to commence, they gradually listened to his proposals. At the same 
lime, the approach^ of formidable forces from all quarters”, convinced them 
that they had now's more difficult antagonist to deal with than the weak 
though tyrannical Directory. ^ChaiiUon and d’Aulichamps were the first to 
give the example of submission; and soon after Suzanet and the Abbd Der- 
nier concluded, at Mount Lucon, a treaty highly honourable to themselves 

5»n i7,«<a fortlic termination oJ ^oSVi’irtits. The aWeifiiA V/Wtac CvivA 

de Frolic was not equallyforlunatc. He had wTilten alcllerto the 

RepuWican cliief, proposing a general pacification of the Chouans, 
F^t‘c and was at the place of conference, when the negotiation was pro- 
tracted bey oud the time assigned for the acceptance of terms of peace by tb® 
Royalists lie was then perfidiously seized, along with all his followers, on 
the ground of a letter he had wrillen to an aide-de-camp during tlic negotia- 
tion, and brouglit.before a mihlary tribunal, by winch they were imtne- 


ri>Nip.l lOT.llO jom am as »U wbo pa-dtOOO francs ‘ad tipwirdj »t !'••*** 

The injusl ce coinmillea by Uiese forced loans IS aotonot Ttie scbitrsry W»« s*** 'onn'*" 

of the o.ost sU kjog jnsUncesoftbe tnonslious opinion of « |ory, wbo tefre entilled to us we n 
•./-eiiffenemhirfi bvtlie latm 


one 01 (DO u-ox «i< K.ug ...Unces ol toe toonstioas opinion oi 

effects of the demottsticMceiidencynbWi bytfce letHHUsf 

HeToIntiDn of Iglh Ftaclidor bid obu ned In — 


of « |ory, mho mere entilled to us toe 

rewieraulsof soy penoosof Doblebinhst 
m they chose The effecis of «i inl<l<i>^o» » 

1 maj be eoDceiTed rroperaydissnpei^ 
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dialely ordered to be executed. They underwent the sentence next day, and 
met death with the most heroic courage, standing erect, with their eyes un- 
bandaged. One of the aides-de-camp was only w'ounded by the first fire; he 
coolly ordered the men to fire again, and fell pierced to the earth. The un- 
happy aide-de-camp wdiose unfortunate discovery of the letter had occa- 
sioned this catastrophe, w'as seized with such despair that he blew out bis 
brains. This murder is a lasting stain on Napoleon’s administration. Protte 
was not taken in arms, but perfidiously seized by a company of Republicans, 
■when under an escort of the national troops and engaged in a negotiation for 
a final pacification ; but he was deemed too able to be permitted to survive, 
even in that age of returning clemency; and the intercepted letter, though 
imprudent, contained nothing w'hich could warrant the captive’s execution. 
It must be added, however, in justice to Napoleon, that it contained expres- 
sions extremely hostile to the First Consul, and that, at the earnest solicita- 
tion of his secretary Bourrienne, he had actually made out an order for his 
pardon, which, from some delay in the transmission, unfortunately arrived 
too late to save the hero’s life. About the same time he generously pardoned 
M. I)efeu , a brave emigrant officer taken in arms against the state, and doomed 
by the cruel law's of the Republic to instant death (1). 

Georges, Bourmont, and some others, maintained for a few weeks longer in 
Britanny a gallant resistance; but, finding that the inhabitants were w'eary of 
civil w'ar, and gladly embraced the opportunity of resuming their pacific oc- 
cupations, they at length came into the measures of government, and w'ere 
Feb. 13. isoi. trUated with equal clemency and good faith by the First Consul, 
to whom they ever after yielded a willing and useful obedience. In the end 
of January, General Brune announced by proclamation that the pacification 
of la Vendee W'as complete, and on the 23d of the following month a general 
and unqualified amnesty w'as published. The Vendean chiefs w'cre received 
with great distinction by Napoleon at Malmaison, and generally promoted to 
important situations (2). The curate Bernier was made Bishop of Orleans, 
and intrusted afterwards with the delicate task of conducting the negotiation 
concerning the concordat with the Papal government. The rapid and com- 
plete pacification of la Vendee by Napoleon, proves how much the long dura- 
tion of its bloody and disastrous w'ar had been owing to the cruelty and 
oppressions of the Republican authorities. 

Napoleon The next important step of Napoleon was to detach Russia com- 
concniation plctcly from the alliance of Great Britain ; an attempt wiiich wns 
E^ii'peror Hiucli facilitated by the angry feelings excited in the mind of the 
Paul. Emperor Paul and his generals by the disastrous issue of the pre- 
ceding campaign, and the rising jealousy of the maritime powder of Great 
Britain, which had sprung up from fortuitous events in the minds of the 
Northern powers, and in the following year led to the most important results. 
Aware of the favourable turn which affairs in the Baltic had recently taken, 
Napoleon lost no opportunity of cultivating a good understanding with the 
Russian Emperor; and, by a series of adroit acts of courtesy, succeeded at 
length, not only in obliterating all feelings of hostility, but establishing the 
most perfect understanding between the two cabinets. Napoleon sent back 
all the Russian prisoners in France, seven thousand in number, who had 
been taken at Zurich and in Holland, not only without exchange, but equip- 
ped anew in the Russian uniform. This politic proceeding w'as not lost on 


(l) Bout, iv, 8, 10. Beaugli, iv, 498, 504. 
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llic Czar, who had been already dazzled by the lustre of Napoleon’s Mctones 
jn Italy and Cgyplj a contest of civilities and courtesies ensued, nhich soon 
tcnnmalcd in the dismissal of Lord Whitworth from St -Petersburg, and the 
arrival of Baron Spnngborlon, the Russian ambassador, at Paris(l) Hie 
British vessels were soon after laid under embargo in the Russian harbours, 
and that angry correspondence began, which was shorllj terminated by the 


ring proclamations which were so vs ell calculated to rouse the ardent spirit 
of the Trench people He told them that the English minister had rejected 
Ills proposals of peace , that to command U he had need of money, of iron, 
and soldiers, and that he swore not to combat but for the happiness of France 
and the peace of the world This animated address^ coupled mth the magic 
that encircled the name of Napoleon, produced an amazing effect. Victory 
seemed about again to attend the Republican standards, under the auspices 
of a leader lowborn she had never yet proved faithless,* the patriotic ardour 
of 1703 was in part revived, with all the addition which the national strength 
bad since received from the cxpenencc of later times. The first class of the 
conscription for the year 1800 was put m requisition, without any exemp- 
tion either from rank or fortune*, this supply pul at the disposal of govern- 
ment one hundred and twenty thousand men Besides this, a still more 
ctBcient force for immediate service, was formed by a summons of all the 
veterans who had obtained furlough or leave of absence for the eight preced- 
ing years, and who, unless furnished with a .valid excuse, were required 
again to serve; a measure which procured a supply of thirty thonsand ox- 
pcnenccd soldiers At the same time, the gendarmerie were put on abetter 
footing, and vanons improvements effected, particularly in the artillery 
department, w hicli greatly augmented the efficiency of that important arm of 
the public service Twenty-live thousand horses, bought m the interior, 
were distributed among the artillery and cavalry on thefronticr, and all the 
stores and equipments of the armies repaired with a celerity so extraordi- 
nary, that it would have appeared incredible, if long experience had not 
proved, that confidence m the vigour and stability of govemment operates 
as rapidly m increasing, as the vacillation and insecurity of democracy does 
in withering the national resources (2). 

«t Far from experiencing the difficulty which bad been so severely 
IX felt by the Directory m retaining the soldiers to Uicir colours, the 
rraoce coHsular govemment was powerfully seconded by the patriotic 
efforts of all classes Several brilliant corps Of v oluntecrs were formed ; and 
the ranks rapidly filled up by veterans hastening to renew their toil* under 
a leader to whom fortune had liilhcrto proved so propitious In conse- 
quence, tho govemment soon found itself at the head of two hundred and 
lifly thousand men to commence liostiliUes in Italy and Germany, while 
above one hundred thousand conscripts were rapidly learning the rudiments 
of war at the depots in the interior, and before six months might be ex- 
pected to jom the armies on ihc fronlicr(3) 

But it was not merely msuch praiseworthy efforts for the security and 
picificalion of France, that the energies of the First Consul wore employed. 
He already meditated the rc-cslablislimcnt of the monarchy, and early 
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commenced tlinl system of misleading the people liy false epithets, and 
dazzling them hy splendid pageants, \Yhich yvus intended to prepare them 
for the lustre of the throne, and induce (hem to concur in the reconstruction 
of all the parts of the social edifice which if had hcen the ohjecl of the Ilcvo- 
lulion to destroy. 

furoT’t'o'rx- accomplish this ohjcct, he applied himself to what he was 
well aware is at all times, hut especially during the decline of re- 
volutionary fervour, the ruling principle of human nature, viz., 
of the poo- gpjf.jj^tcj-csl. All the officers of slate, all the members of the legis- 
lature were endowed with ample salaries; even the tribunate, which pro- 
fessed to he the barrier of the people against the encroachments of govern- 
ment, received above L.ii0,000 a-year among its eighty members, being at 
the rale of nearly L .700 a-year to each individual who composed it; a very 
large allowance in a country where the highest civil functionaries, the 
beads of the law and church, received only from L .500 to L.llOO annually (1). 
From the very first ho commenced the demolition of all those ensigns and 
expressions which recalled the idea of the liberty and equality, from the 
strife of which his redoubtable power had arisen. The imago of thellcptib- 
lic, seated and holding a spear in her hand, which was at the top of all the 
official letters at the commencement of the consulship, was suppressed. 
Some doubt existed in the first inst.ancc as to which of the consuls should 


take the chair, and Sicyes openly asserted his pretensions to it, in virtue 
as well of his seniority as his groat services in the -cause of freedom; but 
Kapolcon cut the matter short by stepping into the chair himself, and the 
jealousy of the elder consul was soon removed by the grant of the large 
property out of the park of Versailles which has been already mentioned. 
At the same time, the habiliments and ensigns of authority wore changed; 
the Greek and Roman .costumes, which recalled the ideas of equality lately 
so much in vogue, were abolished and replaced by the military dress; the 
First Consul appeared on all occasions in uniform, with bools and spurs, 
and all the inferior military functionaries followed bis example. The levees, 
which he held almost daily, were crowded with officers in full dress; and 
the court of the first magistrate of the' Republic was noways distinguishable 
from the headquarters of its greatest general. At the same time, the insti- 
Dcc. 1-09. tulion of sabres and fusils of merit, as a testimony of reward to 
military distinction, already shadowed out to the discerning eye the Legion 
of Honour, and the re-cslablishment of titles of rank and a hereditary no- 
bility; while the daily reviews with all the pomp and splendour of war, 
in the Place du Carrousel, accustomed the people to those magnificent 
pageants which were destined to conceal from their gaze the chains of the 
empire (2). 

Dcc.ai, These measures were all steps, and not unimportant ones, to 'the 

1733- re-establishment of monarchical authority.' Rut they were the 


(l) The civil list under the First Consul was C-vedat the following sums : — 


Legislative Body 2,400,000 francs. 

Tribunate, 1,312,000 

Archives, 75,000 

Three Consuls 1,800,000 

■Council of State , 075,000 

Their Secretaries, 112,500 

•Six Ministers, 300,000 

Minister of Foreign Affair.s, 90,000 


0,021,500 franrs, or L. 275,000 


Sec BoonmeanE, iii. 242. 

(2) Thib, 2, 3. Hour, iii. 243, 255, 250. Eap. i, 243. 
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prelude only lo more important changes In December, 1799, an important 
dTnl A>as published, \\liicli, on the preamble— “ That a part of the journals 
iia lotaiij printed at Pans are instruments m the hands of (he enemies of 
the Republic, and that it is the first duly of tlie government to 
•“oriuerr* watch over its security,” decreed, “That the minister of police 
should not suffer to he printed, during the continuance of the war, any 
journals but the following ” Then followed a list of thirteen journals, thus 
invested with the monopoly of Pans, and from it were only excluded “ those 
exclusively devoted to science, the arts, literature, commerce, or adiertise- 
menls ” It was decreed, by a separate article, that “any journal among 
those retained which inserted any thing contrary to the sovereignly of the 
people, should he immediately suppressed ” This clause, inserted to blind 
the people to the real tendency of the measure, received m the sequel, as 
was foreseen at the time, the most liberal interpretation, and was applied, 
contrary to its obvious meaning, to sanction the extinction of all journals 
contrary to the consular government Tlius early commenced (he system 
of Xapoleon for the coercion of the press, a system which received, during 
the remainder of his reign, such ample dev elopement, and which, as Madame 
de Stacl justly remarks, converted that great engine, generally considered 
as the palladium of liberty, into the most powerful instrument of bondage, 
by perpetually cxlnbitmg a senes of false and delusive pictures to the human 
mind, and excluding all others from the view (f) 

hs The next step of ^apol«lon was to fix his residence in IhcTui 
Ihitu u** I«nes, and sleep in the ancient apartment of the kings of France 
'«' This great change, however, required considerable caution in i(s 
accomplishment, it was so palpable an approach towards royalty, that it 
might shock the feeling of the people, and endanger the newly established 
authority Slowly , and w ith profound dissimulation, Jhercforc, he proceeded 
in his advances A fine statue of Brutus was first placed in one of Ihc gal 
Icnes of the palace, it was thought the most ardent Republicans could appro* 
bend nothing from a change which commenced with honour done to the 
hero who had slam a tyrant Orders were next given to repair and putm 
order the royal apartments m the Tmlcnes, and under the veil of these 
words great changes were effected The bonnets loagcs were all effaced, 
the slatucs which were to adorn the great gallery chosen by Xapolton 
himself, he selected among the ancients, Dilmosthtncs and Alexander, 
Brutus and Cjcsar, among the moderns, Gustav us Adolphus, Turenne, 
CoDili, JVxDfe S-ograef AbjrJborwigb, Jda/5JjaJ 5anv FrfduJC, Mashu^ion, 
Dugommier, Dampierrc, and Joubert At length, the translation of tlic 
Consuls from the Luxembourg lo the Tudenes took place the royal aparl- 

I ■ I 


other Consuls, was drawn m a magmlicent clnriot by '^ix white horses, the 
same which the Emperor of Vustna had given him after tlie treaty of Campo 
Forraio, he bore in his hand lie splendid sabre presented to him by tb® 
same sov ereign on that occasion The cabinet ministers followed m thcr 
carnages, the onlv ones which were to be scon on the occasion, for to 
transport the council of slate they were obliged to have recourse lo hack- 
ney coaches, such was the miserable destitution in which the Ilciolulion 


(0 DeSta I I 281 Bonr i 2gl 



ISOO.} insTonv or r.uuorr.. 117 

lintl lofi ll»c liiglic?! civil funclionnric^ of I'rnnco (1), Tlio vcnl liiNiiry of llint 
]u'rioil consi^Jtod in the pplcmlonr of the troop';. ^Yhoso hrilliant nnironns 
ami pranrin:: charpot'S fortncil a painful contrast to the meanness and 
simplicity of the rivil authorities — last and sad elVeet of revolutionary 
convulsions, to cast to the earth every thinp hut the. ensigns of military 
jirowess. 

r.s. IN Krom the opening into the Carrousel, from the cpiay of theTullcric.s 
In the gate of the palare, the proression passpd through a doiddc 
line of giiards : a royal usage, whieh olVered a singular eoutrasi to llio in- 
scription on the guard-house by whieli it pas'.!*!! — “ lOlii August, 171>‘2 — 
Ivoyalty is ahnlishotl in Kratice, and will never he re-estahli'-hed.” No sooner 
had he arrivetl at the foot of the great stair, liinu Napoleon, allowing the other 
C.ousuls to ascend to the ]ueseuce chamher, mounted on horsehnrk, and, 
amidst incessant cries of “ Vive le I’rcmier C.onsnl C jiasseil in review above, 
twenty thousand men. Mural was on his right, hanneson his left; ihehrillinnl 
slnfl' who snrronnded him bore on their vi'-ages the tnarl,s of the snn of Italy 
or the sands of Cgypt. When llie banners of tlie ninetielli, tin* forty-third, 
and tldrlielh demi-hrigades, wliieh exiuliited only liare poles riiidled with 
shot and snrmoiinled lu' tatters hlael; with jiowder. were, earned past, he 
bowed with respeel to the momimenis of military valour, enthusiastic, ac- 
clamations rent the skies: and sneh was the tiniversal transport, that when 
the review was eonolnded, and the I'irst Oonsn! nsrended to the andicnee, 
chamher and took his station in the centre of the room, his rolleagno.s were, 
reduced to the rank of pages hdlowinc Ins train. On that day royally was in 
truth re-cslahlished in Kranee, somewhat Ic'.s than eight years after it had 
been abolished by the revolt of llie IHih Aiignst (il), 
r. — ftirf. No sooner was the First Consnl esinhlished at the Tuilerios, than 
the tisages, dress, and ceremonial of a court were at once resumed. 
The anteehamhers were idled with chamberlains, pages, and 
•S'"'’- csqnires: footmen in brilliant liveries lilled the lobbies and stair- 
cases; the levees wore eonducted with as much splondonr ns llic diinpidnied 
slate of most fortunes would permit ; and a drawing-room, eomposed rhieny 
of the wives of the young generals who had been the eomitaninu.s of Napoleon, 
and presided over by the grave and good-hrceiling of Jose)»hine, already re- 
vived to a certain degree the lustre of neonri. Napoleon was indefatigable in 
Ids attention to lhc.se mailers. He deemed the colour of a livery, the enl of a 
courl-dross not beneath his notice, endeavouring in every way to dazzle the 
eyes of tiic vulgar, and efface all recollection of the Repnl)lic before it was 
formally abolished by the authority of government (3). For the same reason, 
he revived the use of silk .stockings in dre.ss, and re-cstahli.slicd llie l)alls of 
the opera, an event which was so great an innovation on the manners of tho 


(i'l Oonr. ill 320,321. Ooti- >i. 15, 19. TIill). 2. 

(2) 318,323. Tliili. 2,3. 

On tlir iiiplil of Jiis i-nlry into llie Tm'Irrir^, 2Va- 
pnli-on ^ni^l lo his srcrt'tarv, ** lioorricnnc, it is not 
enough to be in the Tiiilcrie*, we innsl t.il«p mr.i. 
5 urcs to remain lliere. Wlio lias not iiiliahilej this 
palace? K has been the aiioile of roiiliers, of mem- 
bers of tiic Convention. .\b ! lliere Is your brotlier’.s 
bouse, from wbich, eight se-ar. ago, pee vol. i. 159 ] 
we 'saw tiic go,itl bonis XVI hesicgetl in tiic Tiiile- 
ries ami carriei! off into captivity, lint you necil 
jiol fear a rcpclilioii of the scene, bet them attempt 
itwitli me if they ilare," gioiir.iv.] 

(3) Tim King ofPnissia was among the first to 


recognise tlic ronsiilar government, anil Napoh'on 
wav higlily gratifiei! when an nit!e.ih.-camii, whom 
lie lUspatcIiril to Iferliii, was aitmilleil to tlic lionnnr 
of iliiiing at the royal tahle, M. I.iicchesiiii, in Oc- 
loh>r. 1800, was el'iargeil with a njierial mission to 
the court of the Tnilerif' from the I'riissiaii goverii- 
incnt. The I'irst (.oiisnl receiveil iilm at St. C.louil, 
.ami was at the halrony svheii he nrriyeil. lie was 
imieli alriiel. witli llie (leior.atinns which he Imre, 
anil the ritli liierV of the .sen ants svho nitenilcil 
him: anil he was heard lo exclaim, “Th.nl is im- 
pnsinjj; w-e iniisl liavc things of that sort to darzlo 
the people."— Sec TiiicxuDiitu, H— 15. 
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Republic lliat it crcilcd quite a sensation at that period But Napoleon, jn 
pursuing these measures, Lnew well the character of the French ‘MMiile 
they are discussing these changes,” said he, “ they will cease to talk nonsense 
about my politics, and that is what I want Let them amuse iheraselves, let 


had enough of such novelties I would rather have theballs of the opera than 
the saturnalia of the Goddess of Reason (1) ” 

R«iii of About the same time an arret was published, which took off the 
sentence of banishment against a great number of those who had 
Vgfa f^cti exiled by the result of the iSih Frnctidor It was only pro- 
vided that they should be under the sun eillance of the police, and 
reside at the places appointed fon each rcspecln ely m the decree Among the 
persons thus restored against an unjust sentence, were many of the most 
eminent citizens of the Republic Carnot, Barthelcmy, Boissj-d’Anglas, 
Portalis, "NillouU Joyeusc, and aboveforly others He immediately made uso 
of the most eminent of them in the service of the state Carnot w as appointed 
minister at war in the absence of Berlhier, and contributed m a powerful 
manner to the glorious issue of the succeeding campaign Barrhrc also was 
recalled, and was so desirous to rccene employment, that he wTotc a long 
letter justifying Ins conduct to the First Consul, but the latter never could 
bo persuaded to take into his service that hardened Republican Those pro- 
scribed by the Directory were thus early admitted into favour, at a subsequent 
period he received with equally open arms the Royalists and the victims of 
the Revolution, the only faction against which to the last he was inveterate 
was the remnant of the Jacobin party, who retained throughout all his 
reign the resolulion of tUevr character and the perversity of their opi- 
nion (2) 

E»c.bi»h At the lime when NapolConwras placed on the consular throne he 
n^toftiie oi-gamzedhis secret police, intended to act as a check on the public 
po«« oneofFoucht Durocwasalllrstnlthehcadofthiscslablidiment, 
to which Junol, as governor of Pans, soon after succeeded So early did this 
great leader av ail himself of this miserable engine, unknown in constitutional 
monarchies, the resource of despots, inconsistent with any thing like free- 
dom, but the sad legacy bequeathed to succeeding ages by the convuldons 
and devastation of the Revolution live spies and agents of this police and 
counter-police soon filled every cotTee-houseand theatre mPans, tlicy over- 
heard conversations, mingled in groups, encouraged seditious expressions, 
w ere to be found in saloons and palaces, and rendered cv cry man insecure, 
from the monarch on the throne to the captive m the dungeon lately ap- 
pointed governor of Pans, Junothad a multitude of inferior agents in his 
pay to watch the motions of Foncht, and he, m his turn, earned corruption 
into the bosom of the consular family, and, by liberally supplying fund* for 
her extravagance, obtained secret information from Josdphmc hcr«clf f3J 
This mi«!crable, system bad survived all the changes to which it gavchirlh, 
the formidable engine, organized in the heart of Pans, with its arms extend- 
ing over all France, is instantly seized upon by cacli successive faction wlucii 


(1) Hoar 1 i 253 251 319 325,31: Wb 15 
lAbr I 2S» 230 


(3) B«ur 1 I 261 257 
(3) Hour i i 29$ S03 
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rises to llic licad of nfiairs ; tlic herd of informers and spies is perpetrated 
from generation to generation, and exercises its prostituted talents for be- 
hoof of any government ^Yhich the armed force of the capital has elevated to 
supreme power ; the people, habituated to this unseen authority, regard it 
ns an iudispensablc part of regular government ; and a system, which was 
(he disgrace of Homan servitude in the corrupted days .of the empire, is 
engrafted on a government which boasts of c()nccnt rating within itself all the 
lights of modern civilisation (1). 

x.ipoifon'*’ “ Augustus knew w’cll,” says Gibbon, “ that mankind arc go- 
■''crncd by names; and that they will in general submit to real 

Avaskinsion. siavcty, if tlicy arc told that they arc in the enjoyment of free- 
dom.” No man understood this principle better than Napoleon. lYhile he 
was preparing, by fixing his residence in tlic royal palace, the appointments 
of the legislature by the executive, the suppression of the liberty of the press, 
and the establisbmcnl of a vigilant police for the overthrow of all the prin- 
cijilcs of the Revolution, he was careful to publish to the world proclama- 
tions which still breathed the spirit of democratic freedom. Shortly before 
wimdirt, his installation in the Tuilcrics, intelligence arrived of the death of 
n. 1790. Washington, the illustrious founder of American independence, 
lie immediately published the following order of the day to the army: — 
“Washington is dead! That great man has strjigglcd with tyranny; he con- 
solidated the liberty of his country. His memory will be ever dear to the 
French people, ns to all free men in both hemispheres, who, like him and 
the American soldiers, have fought for liberty and equality. As a mark of 
respect, the First Consul orders, that for ten days black crape shall bo sus- 
pended from all the standards and banners of tlio Ilcp\iblic.” Tims, by the 
skilful use of high-sounding names and heart-stirring recollections, did this 


Comparison (l) Tlic clrcumst.nnccs of Oic aoraan 
of Ills «)>- rmpirr.nsrrmoilcllcaljj’Constonllnc, 
trm of go- naoril n ftriking nnalogy to lliosc of 
vflUMhat r'r.iiice wlion Kapolcon asccnilrd llic 
ostablijiird "itonc; nml U is cotious to observe 
by Conji.an. I'O"' cxartly llic previous destruction 
tine In llic of tlic nobility- and liiglicr classes in 
Iljianiliic tlie two countries paved the way. by' 
empire. necessary consequence, for tbo same 
despotic institutions. “ Tlic Patrician families , " 
says Giblion, '• sibosc original nnmbcrs svcrc never 
recruited till the end of tlio coinmoiiwcallli, cither 
failed in the ordinary course of nature, or svcrc ex- 
tinguished in sn many foreign or domestic wars. 
Few remained svlio could derivcllicir gcnuincorigin 
from the foundation of tbo city, svlicn C,-csar and 
Augustus, Claudius and Vespasia’ii, created n eom- 
pelenl number of new Patrician families. lint these 
artificial supplies, in whicli the reigning liousc was 
always included, were r.apidly swejit away by the 
rage of tyrants, by frequent revolutions, tbo cliango 
of manners, and Ibc inlcrmixturo of nations. Little 
more was left,, when Constantine ascended the 
throne, than a vague and imperfect tradition that 
the Patricians bad once been tlie first among the Ho- 
mans. To form a body of nobles whose influence 
may restrain, while it secures the authority of the 
monarch, svould have liccn very inconsistent with 
the character and policy of Constantine ; but liad he 
seriously entertained sneb a design, it miglit have 
exceeded the measure of iiis power to ratify, by an 
arbitrary edict, an institution which must expect 
the sanction of lime and opinion. He revived, in- 
deed, the title of patricians ; bnt lie resuved it as a 
personal, not an hereditarp distinction. They yielded 
only to the transient authority of Oic annual consuls; 


but tlicy enjoyed tlic nrc-emlncncc overall the great 
ofnerrs of st.itc. Tliis lioiinur.ablo rank was bestowed. ■ 
on llicin for life, and ns they were usually favourites 
and ministers at the imperial court, the true clynio- 
logy of the word was perverted by ignoranco and 
fl.ittcty, and tbe p.slricinns of Constanrine wero re- 
verenced ns the adopted fallicrs of tlio emperor and 
tlio republic. 

•' Tlic police insensibly assumed the license of 
reporting whatever they could oliscrvo of tlio con- 
duct, cillicr of m-igislrntcs or prlv-atc citirens, and 
were soon considered as the epes of the raonarclland 
the scourge of the people. Under ihewann influence 
of 0 feeble reign, they multiplied to the iiicrcdiblo 
number of 10,000. disdained the mild Ihoiigli fre- 
quent admonitions of the laws, and exercised in tho 
profitable management of the posts a rapacious and 
insolent oppression. Tlicsc official spies, who cor- 
responded with the palace, wero enconraged with 
reward and favour anxiously to svalch the progress 
of every treasonable design, from the faint and la- 
tent symptoms of disaffection, to the actual prepa- 
ration of open revolt. Their careless or criminal 
violation of tenth and justice was covered hy tho 
consecrated mask of real ; and they might securely 
aim their poisoned arrows at the breast cither of the 
innocent or the guilty, who had provoked their re- 
raintment or refused to purchase their silence. A 
faithful suhjcct of Syria, perhaps, or Britain, was 
exposed to the danger, or at least to the dread, of 
being dragged in chains to llie court of Milan or 
Constantinople, todefend hisllfeandfortnncagainst 
the malicious chargesofthese privileged informers.” 

This might pass for a description of the Conserva- 
tive Senate and police of Napoleon. — See Gimox, 
eh. xvii. 
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prcal master of llie art of dissimulation >cil liis advances to-nards alisoluie 
]) 0 \\cr, ami cngiaft an cnt/iusiailic admiration for Ins despotic govern- 
moot on the turbulent passions which had been nourished by the Revo- 
lution (1) 

l^’ntTf’ns of Napolton was equally great m cverj thing which 

<i«tdf5ii!not undertook. lie had carlyr conceived an admiration for architec- 
tural decoration, w Inch his residence among the stately monuments 

’ " . ’ : Ills 

1 ■ ‘ ' ■ room 

' ■ ‘ ■ • ! ‘ n to 

conceive (hose great designs for the embellishment of Pans and improve- 
ment of France, which have thrown such durable lustre over Ins reign The 
inconceivable activity of Ins mind seemed to take a pleasure m discovering 
new objects for exertion, and at a time when he was conducting the di- 
plomacy of Europe, and regulating all the armies of France, he was matur- 
ing plans for the construction of roads, bridges, and canals through all its 
wide extent, and setting on foot those great workswliich have given such 
splendour to Its capital lie early selected M Fontaine and M Pdricrastlie 
instruments of his designs, and, aided by the suggestions of these able archi- 
tects, the cmbclhshracnt of the metropolis proceeded at an accelerated pace 
The formation of a quay on the banks of the Seine, opposite to the Tmlcries, 

1 ■ ■ ^ 

( ■ • . • 

forming a vast square between those two sumptuous cdibccs At first it was 
proposed to construct a buildmg across the vacant area, in order to conceal 
the oblique position in which they stood to each other, but tins idea was 
soon abandoned, as Napolton justly observed, that “no building, how ma- 
jestic soever, could compensate for a vast open space between the Louvtc 
and Tuileries ” The construction of a fourth side, for the great square oppo- 
site to the picture gallery, was therefore commenced, and the demolition of 
the edifices in the interior soon after began; a great undertaking, winch the 
subsequent disasters of Ills reign prevented him from completing, and winch 
all the elTorts of succeeding sovereigns have not been able as yet to bring to 
a conclusion The Pont-dcs-Arts, between the Louvre and the Palace of the 
Institute, was commenced about the same timc_, and the demolition of the 
convents of the Fcuillans and Capucincs made way for the Rue do Rivoll, 
Tfh/ch Jwm TiuJewes. JUblcoai- 

sonat this time was the favourite country residence of the First Consul, but 
he already inedilaied the esiablislimcnl of his court at St -Cloud, and the 
apartments of that palace began to be fitted up m that sumptuous style winch 
lias rendered them unequalled m all the palaces of France (2) 
sppprfision The First Consul did not as yet venture openly to break with the 
cn'imii Republican parly, but be lost no opportunity of showing in what 
«ifv7t estimation lie held their principles On occasion of the cstablish- 
TroDcbM “ itient of the Court of Cassation, ihesuprcmc tribunal of France, he 
said to Rournenne,— “ I do not venture as yet to take any decided step 
against the regicides; but 1 will show what J think of them To-morrow I 
shall be engaged with Abnal in the formation of the Tribunal of Cassation. 
Target, who is its president; declined to defend Louis XM : ^^hoIn do you 


(0 Tbib 2 3 Wonr i>> 5T3 
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suppose I nm ahoul tn name in his plnoo? Trnnrhcl, ayIio so nobly discharged 
Ihal perilous duly. They may say what they choose; my mind is made up.” 
Tronchet accordingly received the appointmciU so richly deserved by his 
heroic conduct. The commemoration of the murder of Louis XVI was at the 
same lime suppressed, and concerts of sacred music were permilled on Sun- 
days at the Opera. Thus, though the Ucpnhlican calendar was still observed, 
an approach was made to the aneicnl mode of measuring time in the public 
amusements (1). . 

c>,rr.r.-.,. Louis XVill at this time wrote several letters to Napoleon, in 
^vhich he expressed the high esteem in which he held his clm- 
i'-n.'"”' vacter, and on'ered him any situation which he chose to fix on 
under the government, if lie would aid in re-establishing the 
throne of the Hourhons. Napoleon replied in firm luif courteous terms, de- 
clining to have any connexion with the exiled family (2). He clearly foresaw, 
with n<hnirah!e snweity, all the dilTicultics which would attend the restora- 
tion of that unfortunate family, and fell no incliiintion to make way for such 
an event. The {larlisans of the Hourhons,” said he, “ arc much mistaken if 
they imagine that 1 am the man to jdav the j)nrl of Monk. I am not insensible 
to the hazard to which rrance may he one day cxjiosod from my decease 
without issue, ns my brothers arc evidently nnlilforsnch a throne; but con- 
sider the .absurdity of the propositions wliicb they have made to me. IIoav 
corihl we sorure so many new interests and vested rights against the efforts 
of a family returning with eighty thousand emigrants, and all the prejudices 
of fanaticism? Wliat would become of the holders of national domains, and 
all those who bad taken an active pari in the Hevolution? The Bourbons 
wottld conceive they bad concpicrcd by force; all their professions and pro- 
mises would give way before the possession of power. My pari is taken; no 
one hut .1 fool would place any reliance upon them (5).” 

Thus, on all .‘•ides, the prospecl.s of 1' ranee rapidly brightened un- 
in II- rt--- dor the auspices of Napoleon. To the inscenrily, distrust, and terror 
which had paralysed all the efforts of patriotism under the Dircc- 


(0 I'nnr. iv. GS, TO. 

(2)TliclcJ1crof l.oui<XVin \v.*i5 tn lltr'ctrrm^:'— 
Icb. ** For loni;, pcnml, yon iniut Imvr 

knnun llic rstrttn in «liich 1 hotti ynu. If vow 
tlnulil Jny pratituJe, fix upon llir plnc<‘ you desire 
for vmmclf; point out llif sitn.ilions >\hicU xim 
for ynnr frirntN. to iny j'rJnciplr% thry 
nre llin't? of llic Frrnch fll.^r. 1 c!tT. Clciiirncy on 
prJnriplr ncronU witli llir diclnlc’; of ronson. 

« yn — llir \ jclor of I.rd j, Ca^ligHonV, mul Areola, 
tlic conrjnrror of Italy and Fjjjplcan never prefer 
u vain ci'lelirily to true slory. Hut you arc losinp 
tlio inoil pnTi*ou«i tnomcjils. jr r could secure llic 
liappiner^ of France. 1 say nr, for I require Ilona- 
parle for sucli an nttrmpl nml lie could not actiicvc 
it williont me. (irncral, Furnpe oliscrvcs you — 
glory awaits 3 'oii, and 1 am impatient to restore 
pence to my people/' 


Napolt'on replied: — 

Scpt.as. jFoo. ** I have received, sir, your Ictlrr. 
1 Oianl. you for llic oldiging expressions vhicJi it 
contains regarding inyseif, 

*“ You should renounre nil liopc of returning lo 
France. You could not do so, but over tlie bodies of 
one liundred thousand Frcnclnncii. Saerificc your 
interest lo ibc repose and happiness of France. 
History win duly appreciate your conduct in so 
doing. 

•* I am not insensible to the misfortunes of your 


family, and shall learn with plrasurc_tbat j'ou arc 
fiirrnunded s%ilb every thing which can secure the 
tranriiiillily of yonr retreat." 

'fhis answer was nut dispatclird for seven months 
nfler the receipt of the Idler from f-ouis, and when 
the Congress of I.nncvillc was uhout to open. — See 
IlorniiiF>.vr, iv. 77—70. 

Xol disconcerted willi this repulse, the Bourbon 
family endeavoured lo open a negotiation with Ka*- 
poleon, through the Duchess of Guiclic, a ladj' of 
great hcaulj* and aliilities, who found no difficiiUj* 
in penetrating to Josephine, and convcj'ing to her 
the propositions of the exiled familj', which were, 
that he should, on restoring them, he made Con- 
ftahle of France and receive the principality of 
Corsica. Kapoleon no sooner heard of it than ho 
ordered the fascinating duchess to leave Paris in 
tweiUy-four Iiours; an order which gave great sa- 
tibradion to Josephine, who already had become 
somewhat uneasy at the proximity of so eliarming 
a personage. It had liecn proposed that n splendid 
pillar should he erected on the Place du Carrousel, 

surmounted liy a statue of Napoleon crowning the 

Bourbons. “ Nothingwas wanting.^' snidNapoIeon, 
such a design except that the pillar should lio 
founded on the dead body of the First Consul."— 
I.AS Ccs. i. 289, 290, and Cxceeicue, i. l40. 

(3) Hour. iv. 72, 83. Copefiguc, Hist, dc la Res. 
faiirnlion, i. i37, tM* 
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tory, succeeded confidence, energy, and hope; genius emerged from ohscunly 
to take an active part m public afTairs; corruption and profligacy ceased to 
poison every branch of admimslralion ’There is nothing more striking in 
European history than the sudden resurrection of France under the govem- 


cxcrtions can add to the sum of general felicity. 
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rvndcd h\ the French linpineers— I’.iss.ipe of the Sl.-noilmrd nnd Mount Ciiiis hy the AA'inps 
oftlie Army of neserve— Meins in li.isl'e concentrnlcs his Army—lJinercnl I’l.ins ivliich lay 
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1 lie French Y.in.ninrd comes up nitli the Austrians at Montelieilo — Despornto nnd Woody 
Action there, in iiliich llic Anslrinns are tvorsled— Position of Hie Frencli Army in Hic Pass 
.It Slrndclla hciv.-ecn the Apennines and the Po— Idisnslroiis lletrcal of FInilr. from the Yar 
— Gallant Kcsoliilion of Meins to cut ids uny ihroiipli Najmli'oii’.s Army— .Arrival of Dosaiv 
from Fpypt at N'ajioliion’s llcnd(]narlcrs— Prcpar.Uory Movements of both parties— Forces 
assembled on both sides— Ilatllc of Marengo — Karly Success of tho Austrians — Ihc French 
Iteservcs ore hroiiplit into action tinder Desaiv — After n gnllnnl Charge lie, too, is defeated — 
Decisive Ciiargc of Kellermann converls n Itout into a Victory— Final Defeat of the Aus- 
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trians— Loss SHslained on both sides— MeIa5propo«i>s a Suspension of Arms— ArmisUce of 


Ds^stioo XnE French forces were disposed, previous to the commencement 
Ffoch.r of hostilities, in thefoUowin" manner — Thearraj of Hal}, which 
of occupied the crest of the Alps from the neighbourhood of Genoa to 
pV"'” Mont Cents, was thirt}-sii thousand strong, of which twentj-cight 
thousand were assembled m Liguria, from llie Trebbia to the Col di Tcnde, 
to guard the passes of the Apennines and protect Genoa from the Imperial 
forces, which weregrouped in the plain round the walls of t.Ietandria These 
troops, howe^cr, were for the most part in the most miserable condition, 
thcir spirits wore depressed bj a campaign of unprecedented disaster, their 
clothing was worn out, their feet bare, iheir artillery broken down, their 
cavalrj dismounted, and iircquircd all ihcelTorls of St C}r and their other 
officers during the winter to retain them at ihcir colours (f) 
ronnat an cf The army of Germany, which was afterwards called the army of 
arm? of Ibe Danubc, was 128,000 strong, including 16,000 cavalry , of which 
iMme immense force 103,090 men, including 1 4,000 horse, could be relied 
on for active operations An army of reserve of b0,000 men was at the same 
time formed, the hcad«quarters of which were nominal)} at Dijon, but the 
hulk of the force was in reality disposed at Gene\a, Lausanne, aud the other 
towns which lay between (he Jura and the Alps This rcser\e was destined 
either to support the army of Italy or that of Germany^ as circumstances re- 
quired, and It was formed of 20, veteran troops, brought from Holland, 
under Crunc, to la ^cndcc, which the pacification of that district rendered 
disposable for olTensiie operations, and 30,000 conscripts, directed to that 
quarter from the central depots These troops ira^ ersed Franco, w ith drums 
heating and colours flying, m the finest order, and their splendid appearance 
contributed much to revn e the martial ardour of the people, w hich the disas- 
ters of the preceding campaigns had so seriously impaired Berthier received 
the command of this army, and gave up the portfolio of minister of war to 
Carnot, horn Napoleon sought out in cvilc lo fill that important situation (2) 
On the other liand, the Irapcnahsls had collected 96,000 men m 
ri.i u Piedmont and at the fool of the Maritime Alps, besides 20,000, w ho 
were dispersed in garrisons in the states ofNcnicc, Lombardy, and Tuscany 
Their forces in Germany were still more considerable, amounting to 92,000 
men, including 18,000 superb casalry, and they were followed by ahose iOO 
pieces of artillery This was independcntof the troops of Das ana and the 
minor states in the English pay, s\ Inch amounted to 20,000 more, making in 
all 112,000 men Thisgrcat force, IiOAscser, was scattered oscran immense 
line, 200 miles long, from the Alps to the Maine, insomuch tint, in tliesalley 
of the Danube, which was the dcctsisc point of the sshole, as it at once led lo 
the Hereditary States, Kny could only assemble 13,000 men to resist the 
7j,000 aaIucIi Moreau could direct against that point The great error of the 
\ustrians in this campaign consisted m supposing that Italy was the quarter 
where the decisive attack was to be made, and collecting in consequence the 
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greater part of their reserves in that country; whereas the valley of the Da- 
luibewas ihcplace where danger was really to heapprehended, and where the 
principal forces of the Republicans were collected. But they were deceived 
by the great successes of the preceding campaign ; they were ignorant or in- 
credulous of the rapid change produced on the French armies by the seizure 
of supreme power by Napoleon ; and were dreaming of conquests on the Var 
and in Provence, when their redoubtable adversary was already meditating 
strokes in the heart of Bavaria (1). 

run of ti.o The plan of the Austrians was to resume the offensive vigorously 
Austrians, Italy, whevc the great numerical superiority of Melas, as Avell as 
the Avarlike and experienced quality of the troops he commanded, promised 
the most important results; to throw Massena back into Genoa, and capture 
that important city; drive the French over the Maritime Alps, and carry the 
Avar into the heart of Provence. To co-operate with this design, an English 
exjicdition, having twelve thousand troops on hoard, Avas to proceed to the 
Mediterranean, and aid the Imperialists cither in the south of France or the 
Maritime Alps. This being the quarter where active operations were to bo 
undertaken, the AA’ar in Germany was intended to be merely defensive, and 
rather to occupy a considerable army of the enemy on the Rhine than to make 
any serious impression on his territories in that quarter (2). 

And of the Qu liis Side, Napolcou determined to prosecute the AA'ar vigorously 
suu' where the Austrians proposed only to pursue defensive measures, 
and to liberate Italy by the blows struck at the Hereditary Slates in the heart 
of Germany. The possession of SAvitzerland, like a central fortress, gave the 
French the advantage of being able to lake the line of the enemy’s opera- 
tions in rear, either in Italy or Swabia. Napoleon had intrusted the command 
of the army of Germany to Moreau, a generous proceeding towards so for- 
midable a rival, but which his great military talents, and the unbounded 
confidence of the soldiers of the army of the Rhine in his capacity, as well as 
the important services which he bad rendered to the First Consul on the 
ISth Brum'aire, rendered indispensable. The plan Avhich he proposed to his 
great lieutenant Avas to assemble all his forces in the neighbourhood of Schaff- 
hausen, cross the Rhine by four bridges near that town, move directly in an 
imposing mass on lilm, and thus turn the left of the Imperialists, and take in 
rear all the Austrians placed between the Rhine and the defiles of the Black 
Forest. By this means he hoped that the army, in a Aveek after the opening 
of the campaign, would be at Ulm, and such of the Imperialists, as escaped 
Avould have no alternative but to throw themselves into Bohemia, leaving 
Vienna and the Hereditary States to their fate. That these brilliant anticipa- 
tions Avere not chimerical, is proved by the result of the campaigns of dSOb 
and 1809; and so strongly was Napoleon impressed with their importance, 
that he at one time entertained the project of putting himself at the head of 
the army of the Danube, and directing the army of reserve to its support, 
AA'hich would have brought a force of a hundred and eighty thousand men to 
bear upon the Austrian line in Germany. But Moreau aa'ouW not submit to 
the indignity of acting as second in command to his former rival (5j ; and the 
disposition of his troops was too republican, and their attachment to their 
general too strong, to render it prudent to run the risk of rcA olt in so poAver- 
ful an army, even for the sake of the greatest external advantages. An angry 

(1) Arch. Ch.ii. 334. Wap. i. 185, 161- Jom.xiii. Lonis XIV at the head of my army. If the First 

52, <13. St -Cjr, ii. 108, 137. - Consul takes ibe commaml, I will send in my.rc- 

(2) Kap. i. 162. Join. xiii. 41, 42. signaliou,” — Sr.-Cvr., ii. 103. ffisl. il/iV, 

(3) He said, “ 1 have no notion of seeing a little 
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discussion took place bct^^cen the generals, vhjch terniinated m the 
retention of the supreme command by Slorcau, and the adoption of a modi- 
fied plan for the campaign m Gcmianj, mlicu of the brilliant but hazardom 
one projected Ky the First Consul , and in consequence ^apoI^on resol\ cd to 
direct the army of reserve to Italy, and m person renew the struggle on the 
scene of hi3 former triumphs on the plains of Piedmont (1) 

At tins period the army of the Rhine >\as far from cordially supporting the 
government of the First Consul Independent of the republican principles 
wuh ■which, in common nith all the other French troops, they ■\^ ere more or 
less imbued, they were m a peculiar manner jealous of the audacious general 
•who had placed himself at the head of atTairs, and seized the sceptre which 
they thought •\aould bate been more worthily held by Ins more disinterested 
TU al Any attempt to displace Moreau from the command of this great army 
•taould probably hate led to a collision, which might hat c proved fatal to the 
infant autlionly of hapolcon (2) 

po t OQ ot Field-marshal Kray had his headquarters at Donauschingen , but 
ftiTO?iii chief magazines were in the rear of his army, at Stockach, En- 

Gtrman, gcH, Mocskircli, and Dibcrach The right w mg, twenty-six thou- 
sand strong, under the command of Siartay, rested on the Marne, its head- 
quarters were al Heidelberg, and it guarded the line of the Rhine from the 
Renchen to the Maine The left, under the orders of the PnnceofReuss, was 
m the Tyrol, it consisted of tweniy-six thousand men, besides seven thou- 
sand miliud, and occupied the fthemlhal and the shores of the lake of Con- 
BlaucQ The centre, forty-tlirce thousand strong, under the command of 
Kraym person-, was stationed behind the Black Forest in the environs of ^il- 
Iingcn and Donauschingen , Us advanced posts occupied all Die passes of that 
woody range, and observed the course ofthcRlune from the lake of Con- 
stance to the neighbourhood of Rehl, while fifteen thousand men, under 
hcinmayer, guarded the passes from ihcRcnchen to the ^ alley ofllcll, and 
formed tlio link svlucU coancclcd the ccnirc and right wing (3} Thus, 
though the Imperialists were nearly one hundred and ten thousand strong, 
ihej w ere stationed al such a distance from each other as to bo incapable of 
rendering any effectual aid in case of need, and were rather to be regarded 
as three separate armies, the largest of ■which could ■not bring ahov c forty 
thousand men into the field al any one point 

The French army, al the opening of the campaign, was nlso di- 
tr^r* videdm Ihree corps The right, thirty-two thousand strong, under 
Lccourbc, occupied the cantons of Sw ilzcrland from the St -Golhard to Basic, 
w on at the expense of so much blood in the preceding campaign, from tho 
Impcnahsis, the centre, under CouMonSl -Cjr,wlio was transferred to that 
command from the irmy of Genoa, consisted of tw entj-iunc thousand men, 
and occupicdlhelcft bankof the Rhine, from Isew Rnsach to Plobslicim, the 
left, under Saintc-Suzanne, iwcnly-onc thousand strong, extended from 
Rehl toUaguenau Indepcudcni of these, Moreau luCinseK was al the head of 
a rcsert c, consisting of tw enly-ciglit thousand men, which w as assembled in 
. 1 , rp » , • - , ■ I’ ^ * divisions of 

I ■ ic enemy to 
, , ■ . ■ ■ and centre, 

bring oculy sixty thousand men to bear upon the A'ustnan force of forty 
thousand m the same quarter, an immense adiantagc,. ■\\liich was speedily 
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turned to the host account hy that able commander. Besides these great 
forces, the French general had at his disposal the garrisons of the fortresses of 
Switzerland, Landau, and Spires; the division of Mayence, commanded by 
Laval, and tlie troops of the fifth and twenty-sixth military divisions, form- 
ing an aggregate of thirty-two thousand men additional, which might be 
termed the reserves of the army ; while the possession of the bridges of Kehl, 
New Bfisach (1), and Basle, gave him the means of crossing the Rhine when 
ever he deemed it most advisable. 

rirst move- It was part of the plan of Napoleon to detach sixteen thousand men 
French uudcr Moucey, from Lecourbe’s wing stationed in Switzerland, un 
General, order to take a share in the great operations which he meditated in. 
the Italian plains ; and therefore it was of importance that Moreau should ear- 
ly resume the offensive, both in order to take advantage of his numerical 
superiority before that detachment took place, and operate as a diversion to 
the army of Italy, which it was foreseen would soon be hard pressed by Melas 
in the mountains of Genoa. Orders, therefore, were transmitted to him to 
open the campaign without delay, and every thing Avas ready for a forward 
movement by the 24th April. The plan finally arranged between Moreau and 
the First Consul was to make a feint on the left against the corps of Keinmayer 
and the enemy’s right; and having thus drawn their attention to that quarter, 
accumulate allhisdisposableforces against the Imperial centre, andoverwhelm 
it by a concentration of the French left Aving, centre, and reserve. By this 
means he hoped to break through the Austrian line of defence with a pre- 
ponderating force, and, after a single battle, cut off their communication 
Avith the Tyrol and Italy, and force them back, after losing their magazines 
at Moeskirch and Engen, to a disadvantageous defensive on the banks of the 
Danube (2). 

The better to conceal this able design, Moreau, for some days before the 
army was put in motion, made the greatest demonstrations against the ene- 
my’s right. Every thing Avas prepared for the head-quarters at Colmar, and 
it was publicly announced that the reserve Avas to be directed against Kein- 
mayer and the Valley of Hell. MeanAvbile, the columns moved to the diffe- 
Aprii 15. rent points assigned to them, and on the 23lh, at daybreak, Sainte- 
Suzanne crossed the bridge of Kehl, at the head of sixteen thousand men, and 
drove in the advanced posts of Keinmayer towards the entrance of the Black 
Forest. On the same day, the centre crossed at NewBrisach, under the orders 
of St.-Cyr, and advanced towards Freyburg. Kray upon this moved a consi- 
Apni 27 . derable part of his centre and reserves to the support of Keinm ayer ; 
but Sainte-Suzanne having thus executed his feint, suddenly remeasured his 
steps, recrossed the Rhine at Kehl, and advanced by forced marches to New 
Brisach, where he crossed again and formed a second line in the rear of St.- 
Cyr. On the 25th, Moreau also crossed at Basle with the reserve, and moved 
in the direction of Lauffenburg (5). 

o7th° A«r These different and apparently contradictory movements, threw 
Gen^ tlic Austriau generals into the greatest perplexity. Uncertain where 

sequence'!'’ the stonu was lilccly really to burst, they adopted the ruinous reso- 
lution of guarding equally every point; and still inclining to the belief that 
the right and the Valley of Hell were really threatened, they retained thirty 
thousand men, under Starray and Keinmayer, on the right, and twenty-five 
thousand on the left in the rocks of the Voralberg, Avhile their centre and 

( 1 ) Jom. xiii. 110—111. St.-Cyr, il. 109—110. f3) St.-Cyr. ii. 120, 129., Bum, iii. 94, 99. Jom. 

(2) Nap. i. 1C5. Jom, xiii. 116, 117, Bum, iii. siii, 120 ., 125. 
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reserve, now rcduccil to forty thousand men, 'nere menaced by an attack bj 
Sainte-Suzanne, Moreau, and St -Cjr, at the head of seventy thousand com- 
Apriiij balanls. The O\o following days wereemployed m concentrating 


capitulated without firing a shot, and the left of Lecourbe entered 
into communication v\ ilU Moreau and St -Cj r Thus the w hole French army, 
with the exception of two divisions of the left wing winch obseri-cdKeinmayer 
and Starray, were converging towards the Imperial magazines at Engen and 
Mocskircb, which it w as evident could not be saved but by a battle fought 
against most unequal odds (1). 

Mor«Q »d Ably profiting by the great advantages already gained, Moreau dir 
reeled Lccourhe to move towards Slockach, m order to turn the 
«ntw centre of the enemy and cut off their communication with the left 
wnng under the Prince of Ueuss, while he himself, with the centre, reserve, 
and part ofSamte Suzanne’s corps, moved directly upon the town of Engen, 
Ml, a which It was anticipated would not be abandoned without a strug- 
gle, on account of the valuable magazines which it contained hray, on his 
part, assembled all the disposable force he could command m front of En- 
gen, whcrojie resolved to give battle, to gam lime for the evacuation of his 
magazines upon Mocskirch But while he was concentrating his forces m that 
central position, the Prince of Lorraine, who formed the communication 
between the Austrian centre and left wing, and was retiring with inferior 
forces before Lecourbe, was suddenly assailed by the French adv anced guard, 
under MoUtor, and the ca\ airy of Kansouiy , and entirely routed. Three thou- 
sand prisoners and eight pieces of cannon were the immediate results of this 
brilliant affair, but it became still more important bj the capture of Stoc- 
kacb, w ilh all its magazines, directly in rear of the position of Kray m front 
of Engen (2). 

Ejtiie or On the same day on which this important success was gamed on 
Eoc«i the right, the French centre, under Moreau in person, encountered 
the Austrian mam body m the vast plain which lies before that town Kraj , 
With forty thousand men, was there m position, and the cavalry, above nine 
thousand strong, presented the most imposing spectacle, draw n up in echel- 
lon in front of the town, llis design was to attack m front himself, at the 
head of the reserve and part of the centre, wide St-Cjr,wilh Ins division, 
wasdirccledlo turn the left of the cneroj But that general being five leagues 
in the rear, could not come up until a late hour of the day; and Moreau, ap- 
prehensive lest, if the attack were delayed, the enemy would retreat, com- 
menced the action himself at the head of ihirly-two thousand men. The chief 
efforts of the French general were directed to gam posscs'iion of a plateau on 
the right of the Imperialists, which would both command their line of retreat 
and facilitate his own junction with Si -Cjr, but he encountered the most 
Stubborn resistance Kray had skilfully availed himself of all (he advantages 
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of llolienlio-wen, the most elevated point on the field of battle, and the Im- 
perialists retired to the village of Eliingcn. To restore the combat, tlie Aus- 
trian general strongly reinforced that important post, while Moreau brought 
up his reserve to expel the enemy from it. At first the Republicans were suc- 
cessful, and the village was carried; but Kray having charged in person at 
the head of the Hungarian grenadiers, they were driven out with great slau'^li- 
ler, and fled to the plain in the greatest confusion. Moreau inslantlv advan- 
cing to the spot, succeeded in restoring a certain degree of order, and in part 
regained the ground which had been lost, hut the Hungarians continued to 
hold the village, and at nightfall all the avenues to it were still in their pos- 
session (J). 

or ‘ Meanwhile the division of Richepanse, which had established itself 
tiioF.cncii. on the peak of Hohenhowen, was exposed to a furious attack from 
the Austrian right ; the summit of the mountain resembled a volcano, which 
vomited forth fire in every direction; and it was easy to see, from the inten- 
sity of the light, which, as the twilight approached, illuminated the heavens 
in that direction, that it was only by the greatest elTorts that hemould main- 
tain his ground. At seven o’clock, however, the vanguard of the corps of 
St.-Cyr, which had met with the greatest dilBculties in the course of its 
march, and had been compelled to fight his way against Nauendorf’s division 
through strong defiles, arrived in the field, and soon after began to take a 
part in the action. The combat now became more equal, and though the fire 
of artillery on both sides continued extremely violent, it was evident that 
the enemy fought only to gain time to withdraw his stores and ammunition. 
In fact, at this hour the Austrian general received intelligence of the defeat 
of the Prince of Lorraine and the capture- of Stockach, which threatened his 
line of communications (2). He therefore drew off his forces in the direction 
of Liptingen and Mocskirch, where he formed a junction with that prince, 
who had retreated with the remains of his division in the same direction. ' 
. Its great The loss of tlic Austriaus in this battle was above seven thousand 
'results. nien, and that of the French was as great, but the moral conse- 
quences of the success with which it terminated to the jRepublicans, were 
incalculable. It at once raised the spirit of the army, and produced that con- 
fidence in themselves, which is the surest prelude to still greater success. 
Kray finding that the intentions of the enemy were now fully proclaimed, and 
that he had on his hands the Avhole strength of the French army, made the 
utmost efforts when too' late to concentrate his forces. Keinmayer was ad- 
vancing with the greatest expedition by the Valley of Hell, while Starray had 
received orders to hasten to the decisive point, leaving only six thousand in 
the neighbourhood of Manheim to observe the enemy’s forces in that quar- 
“ler. Moreau having received intelligence of this intended concentration of 
force, resolved to^ake the most of his present advantages, and attack the 
Retreat of A ustriaus before tlicy received arty farther reinforcements. On the 
4th, the Imperialists retired to-a strong position in front of Moes- 
kirch; the whole front of their line was covered by a great ravine, which 
descends from Hendorf to Moeskirch, and its left by the Ablach, a rocky stream 
which flows in a rapid course into the Danube; the cavalry, and a reserve 
of eight battalions of grenadiers, were stationed on the heights of Rohrdorf, 
Powerful batteries commanded the chaussee which approached the A'illage, 
and by their concentric fire seemed to render all access impossible. In this 
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formidable position were coUecled forty thousand foot soldiers, and inehc 
thousand splendid ca~\aln, besides above tno hundred pieces of cannon (t). 

Though Moreau bad ordered Lecourbe to join him v,ith all his 
M««kirtu disposable force, m order to take a part in the general action which 
w as approaching, yet ho had not contrik cd matters so as to bring all his forces 
into the field at the same tirflc. Hie consequence was, that Lecourbe, nith 
that portion of lus corps -n Inch had not taken a part in the action of the pre- 
ceding day, first commenced the attack. He adianced ^Mth the greatest 
intrepidity to the assault of his old antagonist the Prince of Lorraine j but he 
•nasreccncdby so tremendous a fire from the cross batteries which Kray bad 
established on the heights, that his artillery was instantly dismounted, and 
be himself compelled to take refuge m the neighbouring w oods to a\ oid the 
merciless storm Moreau, upon this, brought forward the division Lorges, 
and attacked the position by Us left and the village of Ilcndorfj but the 
attacking columns having been assailed by the enemy’s masses, who suddenly 
debouched from behind their ballencs, were thrown into confusion and 
entirely routed. Encouraged by ibis success, Kray made a sally with his right 
wing, and ad\anccd into the plain; but it was received m so resolute a man- 
ner by the French left, that he was not only compelled to retire, but the 
Victorious Republicans recovered all the ground Ihfey had lost, and the vil- 
lage was carried by their pursuing columns, who entered pell-mell with the 
fugitives. At the same time, \ andamtno, with the Republican right, advanced 
against the Imperial left, and attacked the v illagc of Mooskirch , the Austrians 
defended it with the utmost resoluliOD,and U was taken and retaken several 
times: at length Lecourbe formed bis division into four columns, which 
advanced simultaneously to the attack (3) Nothing could resist their impe- 
tuosity they rushed down the Mdcs of the ravines, up the opposite banks, 
and chased the Impcnahsis from the plateau, while Mohlor drove them out 
of Moeskifch, and their victorious columns met m lltp centre of the town. 
t‘ra n'Tw seeing his left forced, skilfully executed a change of position 

middle of the battle. He drew back lus left from the 
plateau which had been so obstinately disputed, and look up a 
position parallel to the Danube, with his centre still resting on the plateau of 
Rohrdorf. This new position brought him on ilie ilank of the division of 
Lorges, who was unsupported on that side Kray instantly saw his advantage, 
and charged the exposed division, which was overthrown, and driven back m 
such confusion that nothing but the opportune arrival of Dolmas with six 
fresh baUahons prevented the Frcncli line being entirely broken through 
at that point Both parties now made the utmost efforts; the Austrians to 


Dclmas was furiously assailed, but all the efforts of the Imperialists vvcrc 
unable to break lus admirable infantry Still, however, Kray redoubled lus 
efforts, and charged himself at the head of his rescrv e against tlie div ision of 
Bastoul ; Moreau also brought up reinforcements, and the combat continued 
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tcndina: parlies was nearly equal, ainotinliiq^ (o each (o about six iliousaud 
lucu. The Austrians retained at the (dose of Uu; day the plateau ofllolinlorf; 
tbc Frcueli slept on great part of the Held of battle. Put all liio inoral advan- 
tages of a victory were on their side; and as, on the following day, the 
Imperialists retired across the Danube — they in reality achieved the object 
for which they contended. The success was balanced cliielly in consequence 
of the non-arrival of .‘^t. -dvr with his division, who lingered at Liptingoii; had 
he come up and taken a pari in the. action, il would probably have tenninated 
in a total defeat, the more disastrous to the Imperialists that they fought with 
their backs to the Danube. The cause of this inactivity in so able an olliccr, 
is to be found in the nature of the first instructions he had received from 
Moreau, and the intercepting of the couriers which conveyed the second 
orders to hasten to the decisive point (1). 

tiuiimi’cr' I'ollowing out the only orders he had received, Sl.-Cyr, on the 
^t'cccediug day, was leisurely moving jiarallel to the Danube, 

in’j tin,."”' between that river and the Austrian army, when he came unawares 
Upon their whole force drawn up in a small but strong position in front of 
the bridge of Sigmaringen. The ground they occupied would barely have 
sufficed for the deploying of a si7iglc division, liejjig foi/ued by a ))end of the 
Danube, the base of which fronting the enemy, was covered by a formidable 
array ok artillery, behind which the army was posted in seven lines almost 
forming a close column, and protecting in Ibis manner the passage of their 
stores over the river. Upon the approach of the French the surprise was 
equal on both sides; Kray, much alarmed, and ajiprchending an immediate 
attack, drew up his rearguard in battle-array, and disposed the artillery 
which had crossed as well as that which remained in their front, in'such a 
manner as to enfilade all the roads by which the position might be ap- 
nay c. proached. Sl.-Cyr also paused; with the half of his division, which 
alone had come up, he did not venture to attack the whole Austrian army, 
but he insulted them by a battery of twelve pieces, which rvas pushed forward 
within cannon shot; and so weakened was the spirit of the Imperialists, that 
they replied to this fire only by a discharge from their numerous batteries, 
instead of issuing from their lines and sweeping the pieces ofi by a charge of 
their powerful cavalry. There can be little doubt that if Moreau, instead 
of lingering at Mocskirch on the field of battle, had followed the traces of the 
enemy, joined Sl.-Cyr, and attacked them when l)ackcd by the Danube in 
this extraordinary position, he would have succeeded in destroying a large 
part of their army;- but that general, wiili all his great qualities, had not the 
vigour in following up a success, which formed the leading characteristic of 
his more enterprising rival (2). 

Affairs of At Sigmaringco the Austrian general was joined by Keinmayer 

uibcracii. Pis -whole division ; and with this augmented force he recrossed 

•the Danube and moved towards Biberach. He had resolved to retire to the 
shelter of the intrenched camp atUlm; but bis object in this movement was 
to cover the evacuation of the great magazines at Biberach upon that place. 
Thither he was followed by the French army, and on the morning of the 9th 
jny 3. May their advanced posts found eighteen thousand Austrians posted 
at the entrance of the remarkable defile which leads to that town. Tins rear- 
guard was posted for the most part on aperies of formidable heights behind 
Biberach, which could be approached only by passing through that town, and 

(l) MiMiiorinl Ju nepoUn la Guerre, v. 92. St.- ^2) N.ai>. !• ICO, 170. Dum. iii. 131> Sl.-Cyr, ii. 
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jVini ‘ ““ to take ad^ antage ot the short period uliich remained to clear lus 
extreme right of the Pnnee ofReuss^wbo from the mountains of Tyrol was 
non in a situation, from the ad\mce of the French army into the heart of 
Germany, to threaten Us communications For this purpose Lecourbe svas 
detached, n ith (he right wing of the army, ton ards Feldkirch, the formidable 
position nhich coiered the north-west of that rugged district, and against 
w Inch all the efforts of Massena and Oiidmot had failed m the preceding cam- 
paign The troops who girrisoned their intrenchmcnts, had been m great 
part drawn away to keep up the communication with the Prince of Condd, 
and the main body of the Imperialists on the eastern frontier of Tjrol, and 
those which remained, w ere so scattered ot er many different points, as to be 
incapable of rendering cffeclual resistance at any After some trifling succes- 
ses at Fussen and Immeiisladt, Coire ond hucienstcg were abandoned to tlio 
jqi, is enemy , whose superiority of force rendered opposition impossible, 

and, although the Austrians, m the lirst instance, gamed some successes be- 
Joiyi! fore Feldkircli, they found ihcmschesin the end unable to man 
sufficiently Us extensive works, and on the following day that celebrated 
stronghold, winch had lost much of its importance from the new theatre on 
which the war was carried on, was abandoned to the enemy [\) 

■\Vhile Lecourbe was thus clearing the right of the Republican position, 
Sainte Suzonne, wlio had been dispatched to the Lower ilhiDe to organize 
the French forces in that direction, was performing iho same service on the 
banks of the 5fainc (2) He invested Phihpsburg, and advanced to Aschaffen- 
burg, where the Imperialists were repulsed, and tho Lower Maine was spee- 
dily cleared of ihcir troops 

jsiy ti Matters were in this situation, when the truce which had been 
concluded at Alexandria between France and Austria a month 
before, was extended to Germany, under the appellation of tho 
armistice of Parsdorf By this subsidiary treaty hostilUies w ere terminated 
at all points in the empire, and were not to be resumed w Uhoul a notice of 
twelve days The French occupied all the country from Balzcrs in the Ori- 
sons, on the right hank of the Itliine, to the sources of the Inn , the whole 
I alley of that nv cr, from it iry the reverse of the mounfams lo llte saisrca of 
the Lech, and the whole intermediate country occupied by their troops along 
the Iser to its junction with the Danube, and from thence by Mcs«iiiburg 
and the Rednitz lo the Maine The fortresses included wUhin this line, stdl 
in the hands of the Imperialists, particularly Ulm, Ingolstadt, and Philips- 
burg, were to remain in their possession, on the condition, on the one hand, 
that their garrisons w ere not to be augmented, and on the other, lliat lliey 
were to be provisioned every ten days, at the sight of commissioners named 
by the hclhgereiit powers (3) In the circumstances m which the Austrians 
then were, threatened with invasion in the Hereditary Stales in their most 
vulnerable quarter, the valley of the Danube, this armistice was a mo«t for- 
tunate event, and gave them a brcalbmg-timo, of which they stood much 
in need to repair their shailcred forces, aud prepare for ihcfartiicr struggles 
which awaited the monarchy 


(0 Jom )S7 3«7 77.» .7 71 17 fcf i gji™ f.',’,*!. 
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Imporlantas these events were, they were eclipsed hy those \Yhich at the 
same period occurred to the south of the Alps. 

NapoiToif ordinary general, terrified at the dangers with winch the sou- 
forthcro- them departments were threatened, would have hastened with 
conquMto of rcscrvc to the Var, in order to protect the menaced 

frontier of Piedmont. But Napoleon, who was well aware of the difficulties 
attending a front attack upon the Imperialists in that mountainous region, 
and appreciated with all the force of his genius the importance of the central 
position which he occupied in Switzerland, determined upon a more impor- 
tant and decisive operation. This was to cross the Alps hy one of the central 
passes after the Austrians were far advanced in Piedmont, and thus interpose 
Between them and their resources, cut them off from their communication 


with the Bereditary Stales, and compel them to fight under the most disad- 
vantageous circumstances, with their front towards Lombardy, and their rear 
shut in by the lilediterrancan sea and the inhospitable ridges of the Apen- 
nines (1). Defeat in such circumstances could not be other than ruin, while 
a disaster to the French would be of comparatively little importance, as their 
retreat, at least for the infantry and ctivalry, was secure over the passes of 
the St.-Gothard or the Simplon into Switzerland, which was still in their 
hands, and where experience had proved they could resist the utmost cfTorts 
of the Imperialists. 

Extreme gyl bcforc tliis grcal blow could be struck, the French had a dcs- 
tim troops perate and hopeless struggle to maintain on the ridges of the Apen- 
tniti of the nines. During the winter months, while the Austrians were repos- 
Mnritimo repairing their losses in men, horses,' 

and equipments, in the fertile plains of Lombardy, Ijie French army, perched 
on the rugged summits of the mountains, had to contend at once with the 
hardships incident to those sterilercgions, and the contagious maladies which 
they brought with them from their disastrous campaign in the plains. No 
words can describe the sufrerings they underwent during that afllicling pe- 
riod : a few regiments lost two thousand men in the hospitals of Genoa in 
four months : the Avants of the troops, AA'illiout shoes, blankets, orAvinlcr- 
clotbing, produced universal insubordination, and the authority of the ofii- 
cers being generally lost by the common calamities, A’ast numbers openly aban- 
doned their colours and returned into France. The French army Avas rapidly 
melting aAA'ay under such accumulated disasters, and every thing announced 
an easy conquest of Genoa to the Imperialists, when the torrent was arrested 
by the energetic measures adopted by the First Consul, immediately after 
he assumed the reins of public affairs (2). 

Mass6nn is His first care was to appoint Massdna, Avhose abilities in mountain 
the ronf- “ warfare had been so fully tried, and who Avas so avcII acquainted, 
polton-s^'" from the campaigns of 179G and 1790, AA’ith that country, to the 
direction of the army; and upon assuming the command, that 
troops. great general issued an energetic proclamation in Napoleon’s name 
to the troops : — “ The first quality of a soldier,^’ said be, “ is to bear Avith 
constancy the privations of Avar ; A'alour is but a secondary consideration.' 
Many corps have abandoned their colours; they have remained deaf to the 
voice of their officers. Are, then, the brave men of Castiglione, Rivoli,. and 
Neumarkt no more? Rather than desert their colours, they Avould have 
perished at their feet. Your rations, you complain, have not been regularly 
distributed. What AVOuld you have done, if, like the 1 8th and 52d regiments. 


(1) Jom, xiii. 39, -SO. Kop, i, 252. 


(2) Jom. .xiii. ■45, 40. 
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you had found ^ourschesin ehe midst of the desert, iMlhout either bread or 
walcr^ haung nothing hut horse and camel flesh to subsist on?— ‘\ic(ory 
^\lUgl\elJS bread,’ said they And jou desert jour standards’ Soldiers of 
Italj ’ a new general is to tahe the command of jou, he was cier with the 
advanced guard in the days of jour glory, place your confidence m him, be 
wiH again chain victory to your standards ” These energetic words, and still 
more the magic of Aapol(!on’« name, had a prodigious efTcct on the Ircnch 
soldiers, ei er liable to pass with rapidity from one extreme to another The 
(Icieriion speedily diminished, and some sciere examples which Mass^na 
made immediately after his arrival, soon stopt it altogether At the same 
time, the rigour of the First Consul provided more substantial additions to 
the comforts of the men their rations were augmented, and distributed 
■" »h rr-iulanty , a portion of their arrears was discharged , and bj incredible 
■ ' ’ conveyed to (heir frigid bivouacs, 

• menng limbs By tlie«e means the 

spirit of Uie soldiers was m a • u, . so restored, that an army, which a 
few weehs before seemed menaced with approaching dissolution, became 
cwri.rie Capable of the most persevering exertions A new oiganiratton 
Skrn w "•'IS completed by Massena, and four regiments, which he brought 
resortcritr juntj, m (hc highest stale of equipment from the north of 
Switzerland, became the model on which the army was formed The armj, 
which amonnted to twenty-eight thousand men, in Liguna, csclusivo of 
eight thousand on (hc summits of the Alps, from Argentiere to Mont Cents, 
was divided into three corps The nght, under the command of Soult, six- 
teen thousand strong, occupied Carj, ihcCampo-l-reddo, the Bocchclti, and 
the summit of the valleys leading from Piedmont to Genoa, the centre, con- 
sisting of iwehe thousand, guarded the ridges extending westward, from 
thence through Ca(Icbone,Ya<lo, Savona, and theColdiTcnde, towards trance, 
wiide (he left wing, under Thurcau,p‘'rched on the summit of (lie Alps which 
form the western boundary of the plain of Piedmont, watched ibo impor- 
tant passes of Mont Gems, the luiteSt -Bernard, and ihcCoI di Genevre (1^ 
r^M f on, of xhe Austrians, cantoned in the plain below , and at the entrance 
onj * of the numerous raUejs which wero occupied by tbc encmj, v cre 
f ~ thousand men who composed thcir 

* —♦ "ns 


on the Bormida and iii lui. ^ 

cyiwt f<ii: iX'Jt object, ux view.., wlucU. wax lUft ex^iulsion m luu i u ■ ‘ 

Kalj , and at length the order from tienna arrived, and aclnc operations 
commenced on the Cth April (2) 

The town of Genoa, against whirli alt the cITorts of the Imperialists were 
now directed, is situated in the centre of (ho gulf which bears its name, and 
from a very cirlj period Ins occupied a distinguished place m the lustorv of 
on modern Europe Placed on (hc southern slope of the Apenmne-, 
of Ono* where thej dip into (hc mediterranean sea, it exhibits a siicc(>siou 
of lofty hiuldings, terraces, girdons, and pibcos, rising one above another in 
imposing ma^sesfrom the water’s edge to a verv great eminence Thegav and 
chtlcriog aspect of the buildings, ascending iiisucccs'ion from the harbour 
to l! e summit of the liiIU wlucli screen it from the north, the «plcndo«r of 
the nihccs winch adorn its higher quarters, the piclure<qiic air of the lowers 
amlfcrliricllions bl nliidi >' « surniunilcil, llic conlrasl 
,05 -nlolcncs ot Ihc cd.Qccs, o.rf ihe dark freen of llic firs ood ofiios I*) 
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'wliicli they arc shrouded ; and tlic blue sea Avhich washes the soulhern ram- 
parts of the city, and reflects its innumerable domes and spires, form a 
spectacle at once so varied and gorpeous, as to have early captivated the 
imaginations of (he Kalians, and secured for it the appellation of Genova la 
Superba. A double circle of fortifications surrounds this splendid city; the 
outer or exterior walls consist of a triangle of nine thousand toiscs in circum- 
ference. On the south, bounded by (he sea, Ibis line extends from (he point 
of (hcLaulcrnc at the mouth of the rivulet called the Polccvcra to (he mouth 
of thcBisnguo; the eastern side runs along the hanks of the Bisagno to (he 
fort of Ei)cron, which forms the apex of the triangle, and the western descends 
from that elevated point to (he Lanterne along tljc margin of the Polccvcra. 
Tile bat lories on (he western side command the whole valley of the Polccvcra, 
with (he long and straggling faubourg of .St.-Pierro d’Arena, which runs 
through its centre; (hose on the cast, on the other hand, are thcrtisclvcs 
commanded by the heights of Monte Batii and Monte Faccio, a circumstance 
which rendered it necessary to occupy them by detached outworks, which arc 
called (he forts of Quizzi, of P.iciiclicu, and of .San Tccla, on (he Madonne del 
Monte. Higher up the Apennines than the fort Eperon, is (he plateau of the 
Two Brothers, which is commanded in rear by (be Diamond Eorl, jierchcd on 
a summit twelve hundred toiscs from fort Eperon. The jicculiar situation of 
Genoa, lying on the rapid declivity where (he Apennines descend into the sea, 
rendered it necessary to include tlicse mountains in its rear in the exterior 
line of its fortifications, and to occupy so many points beyond their wide 
circuit by detached outworks, which give the ridges by which it is encircled 
the appearance of an immense castle. The interior line which surrounds the 
city properly so called, is susceptible of some defence; but the possession of 
the outer works would render any protracted resistance impossible, as the 
hat (erics on the Lanterne and the fort of Eperon would expose the city to the 
horrors of a bombardment (1). 

liKcn'r" its Early in .March, Admiral Keith, who commanded (he British ficcl 
I'rrt'a'd’’’ in the Mediterranean, established a close blockade of the harbour 
sea. of Genoa and i.ls dependencies, which promised to augment ex- 
tremely thediniculticsof the besieged; and in (he beginning of April, General 
Melas having completed his preparations, moved forward in three columns to 
the attack of the French defensive positions. Ott, with the left wing, fifteen 
thousand strong, was intrusted with the attack of the right, and the forts on 
Monte Faccio; Melas with the centre, consisting of twenty-four thousand, was 
to ascend the valley of the Bormida, and separate the centre of the enemy 
from their left wing; while Elnilz with the right, amounting to eighteen 
thousand soldiers, was to assail their left, and to facilitate the important and 
snemsf.!! dccisivc movcmcnts of Melas in the centre. These attacks all proved 
nnpcrbhsij” successful. The Imperialists experienced every where the most 
i rrnH. vigovous Fcsistancc, and the courage and enterprise on both sides 
rosiiion. seemed exalted to the highest pitch by the great object for which 
they contended, and the lofty eminences, midway between the plain and the 
clouds, on Avhich the struggle took place. But the resolution of the Austrians, 
aided by their great superiority of numbers, and the advantage which the 
initiative always gives in mountain warfare, at length overcame all the aid 
■which the French derived from the possession of the heights and the fortifi- 
cations by which they were strengthened. Soult, on the French right, 
driven from Montenotte, the first scene of Napoleon’s triumphs, was thrown 

(1) N.ip.j.203, 204. Joni. xiii. S8, 02. Dmn. iii. 227, 231. Personal oliscrvallon. 



142 HISTORY OF EUROPE. [Ciiip. XXXI. 

s«\.»n» back to^^af(Is Genoa, while Sa\ona, Cadehone, and Vado, A\crc 
fJS’m™''? occupied by tho Imperialists, and their extreme left, under Su- 
chet, altogether detached from the centre, and thro^^n back lo- 
-nards France. Hohenzollcrn, v.ho nas intrusted iMth thcallackof 
April 6 theBocchetia, dro^c the French from the neighbourhood of Caw far 

up that important pass, and with Some difficulty succeeded in retaining the 
crest of the mountains, nlidc on the extreme left, Mcnau obtained the most 
important advantages. Breaking tip from the valley of the Trebbia, he 
advanced, in three columns, up llic narrow ravines which led to the eastern 
fortifications of Genoa, earned the summit of the mountains, drove the Re- 
publicans from the Monte Faccio and the Monte Ratti, and invested the forts 
of Quizzi, Richelieu, and San Tecia, within cannon-shot of the walls of Genoa. 
Its inhabitants were variously agitated with hopes and fears, as the firing of 
the musketry and cannon came nearer and nearer. At length the smoke was 
distinctly visible, even from the interior ramparts, and while the broken 
regiments of Soult were entering the city from the westward, by the gates of 
,T F itifi whole heavens to the north and west were illuminated by 

*'• • ' 1 ). 

• re espe- 

stronglj 

MaufB*. attached to me uuac «» esircd a 

deliverance from the democratic (jranny to which for four jears they had 
been subjected Their ardour, strongly excited by the sight of (he Austrian 
■watchfires, and (he sound of the tocsin which incc'-santly rung to rouse the 
peasants on the neighbouring mountains, was witlidifiiculty restrained even 
by tho presence of a garrison, now increased, bj the refluencc from all quar- 
* « fRnntv thousand men Bui Massiina was not a man to be easily 

, I. . , 


lulhtcitj. Lj - , * ; • • ' ! 

town, and atlacKetl the Austrian division on the Monte taccio wiui a«c.i 
V igour, that in a sliort time that important post was earned; the Imperialists 
were driven from the Monte Cormia, tho Tomglio, and all the passes of the 
Apennines in that direction, and fiflecn hundred men made prisoners, who 
, . yv— « ^ -rUifiii marched through the astonishcdcrowdsintollicin- 

I , . nT^tetOOk 

. - , ■ - i • ■ ' ■ I ■ ■ ■ ai- 

j . . • . . ' I ; I ' ■ the 

Imperialists in great strengili on me ..I 

completing the separation of the French left wing from the centre ol Ihcir 
army and the city of Genoa. 

Ills dispoii No sooner was the French general informed of tins disaster , than 
he perceived that it was not by any transient success on ilie Monte 
•winun^ci paccio, hut a vigorous cQbrl lowa^s Savona, and iiicre-c5fabh»h- 
snehTt' ment of Ins communications with Suchet, lliai the torrent of 
disaster was to he arrested >\itli Uiisvicw he divided Ins arnij into liiroc 
• ’"r hems intrusted vv ilh the defence of llic citv 

‘ . , • . • . - Ynitri 


the sca*caast. buciiti at l»v.« 
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treat, and co-operate in the general attack ^vllich, it -was hoped, would lead 
to the capture of the Austrian division at Montenotte and Savona, and re- 
establish the important communication with Suchct and France. The exe- 
cution of the combined attack was fixed for llic 9th of April (1). 

inol'urr" to ^Icaiiwhilc Mclos, having so far strengthened Elnitz on the heights 

rrovrnt it, of Yodo OS to euahlc him to make head against Suchet, resolved to 

whirh prove •.! i i n r i • /» . »» » * 

succesiful. move with the hulk of his force against Massena at Genoa, wisely 
judging that the principal efibrts of his opponent w’ould he directed to the 
opening a communication w’ilh France and tlic left wing of his army. With 
this view' he moved forward Ilohenzollern, on the evening of the 8th, who, 
after a sharp resistance, carried the Bocclictta by moonlight, -which had 
been abandoned after the reverse on the Monte Faccio, and drove the French 
dow’n the southern side to Gampo Maronc. This success so entirely discon- 
certed Soult, -who directed Gazan’s division, that though he had gained con- 
siderable advantages, he deemed it prudent to suspend the march of his 
troops. On the following night, how'cvcr, he was strongly reinforced by the 
April II. general-in-chicf, and on the 11th he assailed with superior forces 
the division of St.4ulicn at La Vcrcira, and after a desperate conflict routed 
it with the loss of fifteen hundred prisoners and seven standards. But this 
success Avas more than compensated by the disaster w'hich on the same day 
befell the left of the French at Cogolctto, -n-ho Avere ovcrAvhelmcd by Melas, 
notAvithstanding the utmost ctTorls of Massena in person, and driA'en back, 
SAVord in hand, to the neighbourhood of Vollri. At the same time, Elnitz and 
Suchet combated Avith divided success on the Monte Giacomo. At first the 
Republicans Avere victorious, and an Austrian brigade commanded by Ge- 
Apriiiz. neral Ulm, separated from the main body, Avas surrounded and 
compelled to lay doAA’n its arms : but this success having led Suchet to attempt 
on the folloAving day the attack of the Monte Giacomo itself, a lofty ridge of 
prodigious strength, he Avas repulsed aaIUi great slaughter, and, after leaA- 
■ ing the slopes of the mountain and its snowy crest covered Avith' the dead 
and the dying, driven back in confusion to Melogno and Sette Paui on the 
sea-coast (2). 

Thus though the Republicans combated every Avhere Avith rare intrepidity, 
and inflicted fitlly as great a loss on their adversaries as they received them- 
selves, yet, on the whole, the object of their efTorls Avas frustrated. Gigantic 
elTorts had been made, blood had floAved in torrents, and the rival armies, 
amidst the rocks and clouds of the Apennines, had struggled with unheard- 
of obstinacy, but still the Austrians retained their advantage; their columns 
Avere still interposed in strength betAveen the French centre and left, and the 
multitude of killed and Avounded was Aveakening, in an alarming degree, an 
army noAV cut olT from all external assistance. Both parties noAV made the 
utmost elTorts to concentrate their forces, and bring this murderous Avarfare 
April i5. to a termination. On the ISth, Melas rencAved the attack Avitli the 
utmost vigour at Ponte Ivrea, and at the same time reinforced IlohenzoIIern 
on his left, and directed him to press down from the Bocchetta, and threaten 
Ihe communication of the French Avith Genoa. Both armies, though 
liSi’st’s^'” exhausted Avith fatigue, and almost destitute of proAusions, lougnt 
AprTi'iG. with the utmost obstinacy on the foiloAAung day; but at length 
Soult, finding that his rear was threatened by a detachment of Hohcnzollern, 
fell back to Yoltri, overthrowing in his course the Austrian brigade who 
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endeavoured to dispulc the passage On the same da), Mas'tna in person 
v\ as repulsed by the Imperialists under Latterman, and finding bis retreat 
also menaced by llobenzollcrn,bealso retreated to \oUri m the night, where 
the tv 0 Irench divisions were united on the following morning (1) 

But tlic Imperialists, wlio now approached from all quarters, gave 
drirliiixto the weaned Republicans no restm this position. From the heights 
Genoa of Montc Fajole, Mefas beheld tlic confusion which prevailed m 
the arm) of liis opponents, while the corps of Ott, whose right wing now 
began to take a part in the hostilities, already threatened Sotri, and tlic 
onJ) hnc of retreat to Genoa which still remained to them A general attack 
was immediately commenced Melas descended the Monte Fajole, while Ott, 
whose troops were comparative!) fresh, assailed it fiom the eastern side, 
and by a detachment menaced the important post of Sestri in their rear. Oil 
forced his wa) to \ollri, while Soull was still resolutely combating Melas on 
the heights of Madonna doll’ Vcqua, at ihcfoot of Monte I a) ole, and a scene 
of matchless horror and confusion immediatel) ensued SouU, informed that 
Ins communications were threatened, instanll) began liis retreat; the vic- 
torious troops of Oil were assailed at onceli) the fljing columns of that ge- 
neral, who fought w nil the courage of despair, and the troops the) had dis- 
placed from ^oUrl, who rallied and returned to the rescue of their comrades 


Folccvera, and found sliclicr w ithm the walls of Genoa (2). » » 

it ii»j Ihus, after a continued combat Of fifteen dn)S, maintained with 
matchless consianc) on botlisulcs, and in winch the advantages of a fortified 
central position on tlic side of the Republicans Jong compensated their in- 
fcnoril) offeree to the Imperialists, Ma«^«5na with his heroic troops was slmt 
up m Genoa, and all hope of co-opcraiing with Sucliel, or receiving rein- 
forcements from France, finallj abandoned In llicsc desperate conllicls the 
loss of the Vrencli was seven thousand men, fully a third of the force which 
remained to their general after he was «hul up in Genoa, hut that of the 
Austrians was full) as great, and the) were bereaved, m addition, of above 
four thousand prisoners (5), a success dcarl) purclnscd h) the Irench in a 
cil) where the dearth of provisions ahead) began to be severcl) fell. 

Meanwhile Suchet, having been informed b) OtiJuiol, who had 
made a perilous passage b) sea in the midst of the Cnglisli cruisers, 
rii. It ^ q{ |),c desire of Masstin tint lie should co-operate in llic general 
attack, instantlj made preparations for a frc'h as<;vuUou the blood-stained 
ridge of the Monte Giacomo , but iii the interval, Melas, now rclicv cd on fii5 
left by the retreat of Massenv into Genoa, bad reinforced Flmlz b) three bri- 
gades, and the posiUon of the Imperialists, nalurall) strong, was (licrcbv 
rendered iraprognablc Tlic conswpicncc was, tliat the moment the Ilcpu- 
bhcans made their appearance at Ibe fool of the mountain, ibcj were nttacked 
and ovcrthrowTi so complctclv, that it v as only owing to an fvce*^s 
lion on the part of tlic Impcrnlisis ibal the) were not wholl) cut oil ami 
made pn'Oncrs B) this ihsaslroiis defeat Suchet lost all hope of rcganimg 
his fommuiiicalion w ilh Genoa .iiid was compelled to fill back, for his ovn n 
sccunlv towards the ^ ar and the frontier of ricdnionl ( 1). 


('ll Tot »ii Sap I J®"* 

ri 15 Oam .1 03 13 TWb 1*9 200 
^'(3>Tbjb 2C0 2lT Do'O 
79 18 Ebl t5I 


(3) Dum » 16 1* Jo n 

(t) Uum iJ *9 J«w >• 


X t IS 18. t* 
>. 19 to 



1800.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. H5 

April J 7 . On Ihc other hand, Mclas, having completed the investment of 
Genoa, and left Oil with hventy-iivc thousand men to blockade that fortress, 
moved himself, with the bulk of his forces, to reinforce Elnitz on the Monte 
Giacomo, and pursue his successes against Suchet. To aid in the accomplish- 
ment of this object, he moved up part of the twenty-five thousand men, who, 
during this desperate struggle in the Apennines, had lain inactive in Pied- 
mont under Kaim. Threatened by so many forces, Suchet re- 
dri\pn over tired with about ten thousand men to Albuega, in the rear of 
Franc" " ° Loano, and took a position at Borghetlo, where Kellermann,in 1795, 

G. had so successfully arrested the advance of General Divini. There, 
however, he was attacked a few days after by Melas with superior forces, and 
driven from the field with great loss : lie endeavoured in vain to make a stand 
on the Monte di Torria and the Col de Tcndc; the columns of the Austrians 
turned his flanks and drove him across the frontier and over the Var, with 
the loss of fifteen hundred prisoners, and an equal number killed and 
wounded. Thus the French, after a desperate struggle, were at length driven 
back into their own territories ; and nothing remained to them of their vast 
conquests in Italy but the ground which was commanded by the cannon of 
Genoa (1). 

cwcrnrat- Melas was thus chasing the Republican eagles from the 

la^cK on the Maritime Alps, Ott was preparing a general attack, by which he 
sitions hoped to drive the French from the exterior line of defence, and 
Genoa. Tender their position untenable in that important fortress. With 
this view, while the English fleet kept up a severe cannonade upon the town 
from the entrance of the harbour, a general assault was planned both against 
the defence of Massena on the Bisagno, the Polccvera, and the fortified sum- 
mits of Madonna del Monte and Monte Ratti. These attacks were all in the 
first instance successful. Bussy, supported by the fire of the English gun- 
boats, made himself master of St.-Pierro d’Arena and the valley of the Pol- 
cevera; while Palfi, by a vigorous attack, carried the Monte Ratti, surrounded 
the fort Richelieu, surprised the fort Quizzi, and made himself master of all 
the southern slopes of the Monte Faccio and the Madonna del Monte. At the 
same lime Ilohenzollern stormed the important plateau of the Two Brothers, 
and summoned the commander of forlDiamond, now completely insulated (2), 
to surrender. The Imperialists even went so far as to make preparations for 
establishing mortar batteries on the commanding heights of Albaro, and bom- 
barding the city over its whole extent, so as to render the French position 
untenable within its ■walls. 

Which, at Haj ipe Austrians possessed a sufficient force to make good the 

fui, IS finally advantages thus gamed, they -would have speedily brought the 
siege of Genoa to a conclusion, and by a concentration of all their, 
forces on the Bormida, might have defeated the invasion by Napoleon over 
the Alps, and changed the fate of the campaign. But General Ott had only 
tw'enty-five thousand men at his disposal, Avhile an equal number, under 
Kaim, lay inactive in the plains of Piedmont, and this imprudent distribution 
of force proved in the highest degree prejudicial to the Imperial interests 
through the "VN'hole campaign. Availing himself Avith skill of the immense 
advantage w'hich the possession of a central position in an intrenched camp 
afforded, Massena withdrew four battalions from the eastern side, Avhere he 
judged the danger less pressing, and despatched them, under Soult, to re- 
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gam Ihe heights of the Two Brothers, while he himself hastened, with four 
battalions more, to reinforce Wiollis on the Monte Albaro The Austrians, who 
had gained time to strengthen their acquisitions, received the attack with 
great resolution , the fur> of the combatants w as such that soon fire-arms be- 
came useless, and they fought hand to hand with the bayonet, for long the 
result was doubtful, and even some success was gained by the Imperialists, 
but at length the Republicans were victorious, and the Monte Ratti, with its 
forts and four hundred prisoners, fell into their hands At the same lime, 
Soult glided round by the rav mes into the rearuf the Two Brothers, and the 
Austrians, under Ilohenzollem, assailed in front bj the garrison of fort Dia- 
mond, and inlhcrearby these fresh troops, were thrown into confusion, and 
escaped m small parlies onIy,hy throwing themselves with desperate resolu- 
tion on the battalions by which they were surrounded By the result of this 
day the Austrians lost throe thousand men, of whom eighteen hundred were 
made prisoners, and they w ere forced to abandon all the ground which they 
Ind gained from ihcir opponents, excepting the Monte Faccio, while the 
spirits of the French were proporiionntly elevated by the unlocked for and 
glorious success which th ’ » • • t ' ~ 

slemation of the besieger ' 
and attacked the fortified • 

he was repulsed w'lih gro ^ ^ ' 

up m the w alls of Genoa (S) 

wije'rifcs 0^ moment occurred foe the next ten days, but during 

h that time Sfass^ua, finding that famine was likely to prove even a 
more formidable enemy than the Austrian bayonets, and that it was necessary 
at all hazards to endeavour to procure dsupply of provisions, resolved upon 
a sally The Austrians iiad been celebrating, bj a ffudejaifalons their 'nholo 
lines, the success of Melas on tho Yar, when Massina determined, by a vigour- 
ousclTort, both to prove that the spirits of his ovmi garrison were not sink- 
ing, and to facilitate (he meditated descent of the birst Consul into Picd- 
u» 3 r « mont MiolUs was charged with the attack of the Monte Faccio on 
the front of the Slurla, while Soult, ascending the bed of the torrent Bisagno, 
was to take it m Ilank The attack of Miollis, commenced before Soult wasat 
band to second it, failed completely lie gamed possession m the first in- 
stance of the front positions of ibc enemy on the slopes of llic mouutam, and 
was advancing over the ground, drenched with the blood of so man) brave 
men of both nations, when lus troops were charged b) the Imperialists In 
close column with such vigour, that they were instantly tlirown into confu- 
sion, and driven back m the utmost disorder to llic glacis of the Roman gate 
of Genoa, where, by the opportune arrival of the general m chief widi a 
resen c, some degree of order w as at length restored The expcdilion of Soult 
was more fortunate The Imperialists, assailed in front by the Republicans 
whom Massdna had rallied on the Slurla, and in flank by the troops of SooJt, 
were driven from the Monte Faccio, and were only able to force their way 
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Ma, i8. Tile cheering inlelligcnce of the passage of the Alps by ^apolLon, 
and the first successes of Uorcau m Germany, revned the (I) mg 
hopes of tlic French garrisoD. The' spectres Tvho nandered along 
llic ramparts i^cre animated ^tilh a passing ebullition of ]oy, and Massena, 
tahing advantage of this momcnlary enllimiasm, commenced a general attack 
on the llonte Ratti and the Monte baccio But this effort was bejond ilie 
strength of his men. The soldiers marched out with all their wonted cnihu- 
sjasm, and with a fierce countenance began theascentof the heights; hut (he 
unusual exertion wore out their exhausted strength, and when thev armed 
at the foot of the redoubts, they were torn to pieces by a tremendous and 
w ell-sustamcd fire of grape and musketry, w ithout the possibility of making 
any effort to avert tbcir fate Broken and dispirited, the enfeebled mass was 
dmeu back into the city, after having acquired, from sad experience, the 
mournful conviction that the Imperialists, whales cr their rocrscs might 
have been in oUicr situations, bad abated noUimg of ibcir firm countenance 
m the neighbourhood of Genoa Two days afterwards, the rolling of distant 
thunder m the Apennines was mistaken by General Gazan for the welcome 
note of their approaching delncrcrs JIasstna himself hastened, with a pal- 
pitalma heart, to the heights of Tmaillc, but he was there witness to Ihcim* 


utiu rallclcd sufferings From the commencement of the siege the price 
of provisions Jiad been extravagantly high, and m its latter Jays gram of any 
sort could not bo had at any cost. The horrors of this prolonged famine, m a 
city containing above a hundred thousand souls, cannot be adequately dcs> 
cribcd. All day the cries of (lie unhappy victims were heard m the streets, 
w hilc the neighbouring rocks, within the wails, w cre cov cred w ith a famished 
crowd, seeking, in the vilest animals and ihc soiailest (races of vegetation, 
the means of assuaging thcir mtolcrablo , . ' *. > 

of the people were still more dreadful, . , • . 

dure the agony by which they were surrc».-v...w, .-jj— ^ _ 
to relieve them from tlicir sufferings. lu tins extremity, the usual effect of 
long-cndurcd calamity w as conspicuous, in closing the fountains of mercy iii 
the human heart, aud rendering men iiiseusiblc to every thing but their own 
disasters. Infants deserted in the streets by their parents, women who had 
sunk down from exhaustion on the public thoroughfares, were abandoned 
to their faio, and sought, with dying bands. In the sewers and other recep- 
tacles of filth, for the means of prolonging for a few hours a miserable exis- 
tence. In the desperation produced by such prolonged lormciils, the more 
ardent and impetuous sought the means of destruction ; they rusiicd out of 
the gales, and threw llicmscUcsonlhc Austrian bayonets, or precipitated 
ihcinseh cs into the harbour, w here they perished w ilhoul either commisera- 
tion or assistance. In the general agouy, not only leather and skins ofaerf 
kind were consumed, but ibc horror at buman llc»h itself was so much 
abated, Uial numbers were supported on the dead bodies of their fcllow- 
citjzcns. Pestilence, as usual, came m the rear of famine, contagious fevers 
swept off mulhludcs, whom the strength of the survivors was unable to in- 
ter. Death in every form awaited the crowds whom common sujrtnng lud 
blended together m the hospitals, and the mulUludc of unbuned corpses 

(!) 2S5,asT. Ecuii* ill «»• 'nA.asi.sw. 
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which encuiiihered the streets threatened the city with depopulation (1), al- 
most as certainly as the grim hand of famine under which they were melting 
away. 

Mautiiaat Sucli accumulated horrors at length shook the firm spirit ofMas- 
Sm.'"' sena. The fermentation in the city had risen to an alarming height, 
Way 3i. there was every probability that the extenuated French garri- 

son would he overpowered by the multitudes whom despair had armed 
with unwonted courage. Matters Avcre in this desperate stale, when the 
French general received a letter from Melas, couched in the most flattering 
terms, in which he invited him, since resistance had now become hopeless, 
to conclude an arrangement for the evacuation of the city. Massena at first 
suspected that this Avas merely a ruse to cover the approaching raising of the 
siege, and refused to accede to any terms ; but a severe bombardment both 
by land and sea, on the night of the 51st, having convinced him that there 
was no intention on the part of the ‘Allies of abandoning their enterprise, 
and provisions, even after the most rigid economy, existing only for two days 
more, the negotiation Avas resumed, and at length, on the 4lh June, Avhen 
they Avere totally exhausted, a capitulation Avas agreed to, in A’irtue of Avhich 
the gates Avere surrendered to the Allies on the folloAving day at noon. It Avas 
Junes. stipulated that the garrison should evacuate Genoa, Avilh their 
arms, artillery, baggage, and ammunition; they Avere conducted by the A1-, 
lies, to the number of nine thousand, by land and sea, to Vollri and Antibes. 
The conditions of the treaty Averc faithfully observed toAvards the vanquished, 
and all the stipulations in favour of the democratic party at Genoa imple- 
mented by the.Austrians Avilh true German faith (2) ; a trait as honourable to 
them, as the opposite conduct of the English admiral at Naples a year before, 
Avas derogatory to the Avell-earned character of British integrity. 

When the evacuation took place, the extent of suffering Avhich the besieged 
had undergone appeared painfully conspicuous. “ Upon entering the toAvn,” 
says the faithful annalist of this memorable siege, “ all the figures we met 
bore the appearance of profoundgrief or sombre despair ; the streets resounded 
.with the most heart-rending cries ; on all sides death Avas reaping its victims, 
and the rival furies of famine and pestilence Avere multiplying their devasta- 
tion ; in a Avord, the army and the inhabitants seemed approaching their dis- 
solution (5).” The Allies acted generously to the heroic garrison, Avith their 
illustrious chief ; AAdiile, upon the signal of a gun fired from the ramparts, in- 
numerable barks, laden Avith provisions, entered the harbour, amidst the 
transports of -the inhabitants. “Your defence,” said Lord Keith to Massena, 
“ has been so heroic, IhatAve can refuse you nothing; yet you alone areAVOrth 
an army ; how can we alloAv you to depart (4) ? ” 

Melas sets It Avas not without reason that the Imperialists urged forAvard the 

evacuation, and granted the most favourable terms to thebesieged, 
in order to accelerate their departure. At the very time when the negotia- 
tions Avere going on, a messenger arrived from Melas, Avith intelligence of the 
entry of Napoleon into Milan, and ah immediate order to raise the siege. The 
embarrassment of the Austrian general, betAveen his reluctance to relinquish 
so important a conquest and his apprehensions at disobeying the orders of his 
superior officer, Avas extreme ; and he deemed himself happy at being able to 
escape from so serious a -dilemma, by granting the most favourable terms of 

(1) Bot. iii. 476, 477. Dura. iii. 257. Jom.xiii. 

224. 

(2) Bnf. iii. 473. Join, 3cii{. 223i 23t. Dum, iii. 
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capitulation to lus cncm) ^o sooner was the place surrendered, than lie 
detached adiMsion to Tortona, and a brigade to Placentia, andset out on the 
follow mg day w iih his remaining forces in the same direction, lca> mg Uohen- 
zollern to occupy Genoa w ith sixteen battalions (1) 

Mar II Meanwhile Suchet continued bis retrograde mo\ement towards 
Yar, and on the ilih May effected the passage of that rner 
N « Uc was closely followed by the Austrians under Melas, who, on the 
same day, entered into ^lce, and look up their quarters m the temlory of the 
■Republic The enthusiasm of the troops toso to the highest pitch , at length 
they found themselves on the sod of France, and that ambitious power, which 
had so long sent forth Us armies to devastate and oppress the adjoining states, 
began now to experience tbc evils it bad inflicted on others (2} 

D«c ipt an The Var is a mountain nver, in general fordable, but which, like 
on 0 * 1 , all mountain streams in those latitudes, is readily swelled by ramg 
“■« jn a few hours into an impetuous torrent It has alw aj s been con- 
sidered as a weak part of theFrcnch frontier, because, togite solidity to its left 
extremity, it w Quid be necessary to carry the line of dcfcnccfar into thcFrench 
Alps, at the distance of ten or twelve leagues from the sea The portion of 
this line, howeicr, which was occupied by Suchet, was much more incon- 
siderable, and did not extend above half a mile m breadth between the sea 
and the first rugged eminences It bad been fortified with care during the 
years not and l"Oa, and the long bridge which txavcrscs the river was co- 
vered bya formidable Uie dc-pont, mounicdwiiliaplcntiful array ofbcav 7 
artillery In this position Suchet hoped to arrest the enemy until tho army 
ofrcscrvc,underlNapokon, had descended into Italy and appeared m their 
rear In cflcct, the aiarmiog reports winch he rcccncd of the appearance of 
a powerful Frcocli force in the valley of \osta, induced Mclas, soon after lus 
arrival at hicc, to dcuch a large pact of his troops m that direction , and at 
length, when there could not longer be any doubt of the fact, be set out m 
lU} iL person for Piedmont, leaving Elnitz, wtili eighteen thousand men, 
to make himself master of the bridge of llic \ar Suchet had but thirteen 
thousand, but they were covered by formidable works, and were daily re- 
ceiving additions of strength from the conscripts and national guard in the 
interior llic Imperialists having at length got up their heavy artillery from 
Xice, unmasked tUcir ballcncsmi ilic22d,atid advanced with great mlrcpidity 
to the attack But when Suchet evacuated tho territory of hice, 
he left a garrison In Fort Moniauhan, perched on a rock, in tho 
w from whence every thing which passed in the \ustnan lines 

i«u.d ^^as visible, and from which bcrcccived, by telegraph, hourly m- 
tcUigencc of wlial was preparing on the enemy’s side Tims warned, the Be- 
publicans were on their guard, tbc Austrian columns, when they arrived 
wilhin pistol shot of the works, vicrc received with a tremendous fire of 
grape and musketry , and after remaining long and bravely at tlio foot of (ho 
inlrcnchmcnls, a prey to a murderous fire w Inch sw cpt ofl numbers by ev cry 
discharge, they were compelled lo retire, after sustaimno ^ considerablo 

loss (3) .,11 

rrMir«f Elnitz, however, was not discouraged The accounts winch he 
j.»^*j»^^reccivcdfrom bis rear rendered it more than ever necessary to 
carry this important post, in order to secure a barrier against the 
Frepeh, m the ev cut of us being necessary to retire, and make head aganut 
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the invasion of llic First Consul. Already accounts had arrived of the descent 
of Thureau upon Suza,~and the cai)lure of Ivrea by Cannes with the vanguard 
of Napoleon. Collecting, therefore, all his forces, he made a last effort. 
Twenty’ pieces of heavy , cannon, placed in position williin musliet-shol, 
battered the Republican defences, while the English cruisers thundered on 
the right of the position. Under the cover of this imposing fire, 
the Hungarian grenadiers advanced to tlie assault, and the sappers succeeded 
in breaking through the first palisades; but the brave men who headed the 
column almost perished at the foot of the intrenchment, and, after sustain- 
ing a heavy loss, they were compelled to abandon their enterprise. After 
this check, all thoughts of carrying the ictcs~de-ponl on the Yar were laid 
aside, and the Austrians broke up during the night, and retreated, with 
seventeen thousand men, in the direction of Piedmont (1). 

of the a?my rcsumc llio operations of Napoleon and the 

of leservn army of reserve, which rendered these retrograde movements of 
Uun. the Imperialists necessary, cut short their brilliant career of vic- 
tories, and ultimately precipitated them into the most unheard-of reverses. 
This army, which had been in preparation ever since its formation had been 
decreed by the Consuls, on 7th January, 1800, had been intrusted, since 
the commencement of April, to BeiThier, whose indefatigable activity -was 
well calculated to create, out of the heterogeneous elements of which it was 
composed, a formidable and efficient force. Thirty thousand conscripts and 
twenty thousand veteran troops rendered disposable by the conclusion of 
the war in la Vendee, were directed to different points, between Dijon and 
the Alps, to form the basis of this armament. Napoleon, whose gigantic mind 
was equal alike to the most elevated conceptions and the superintendence 
of the minutest details, Avas indefatigable in his endeavours to complete 
the preparations, and from the interior of his cabinet directed the march, 
provisioning, arid equipment of every regiment in the army. He Avas at 
first undecided Avhether to direct the great reserve upon Germany or Italy; 
but the angry correspondence Avhich had passed betAVeen him and Moreau, 
joined to the reverses experienced by Massena in the environs of Genoa, at 
length determined him to cross the Alps and moye upon Piedmont. Reports 
were obtained from skilful engineers, on the state of all the principal passes, 
from Mount Cenis to the St.-Gothard. After full consideration, he deter- 
mined to cross the Great St.-Bernard. The advantages of this passage Avere 
obvious. It was at once the shortest road across the mountains, being 
directly in front of Lausanne, Yevay, and Besancon where the greater part 
of the army Avas cantoned, and it led him in a few days into the rear of 
the army of Melas, so as to leave him no alteimative but to abandon his 
magazines and reserves, or fight his Avay to them, Avith his face towards 
Milan and his back to the Maritime Alps. In such a situation, the loss of 
a considerable battle could hardly fail to be fatal to the Imperial army, 
and might- reasonably be expected to lead to the conquest of all Italy ; 
AA'hereas a reverse to the Republicans, Avho could- fall back upon the 
St.-Gothard and the Simplon, Avas not likely to be attended with any similar 
disaster (2). 

ToAA^ards the success of this great design, however, it Avas indispensable 
that the real strength and destination of the army of reserve should be 


(l) Dura. iii. 215, 210. Jora, xiii. 201. (2) Nap. i. 252, 253. Join, xi!j. 172, 173. Dura. 

ii!.219. 



152 HJSTORy OF EUROPE. [Chap. XXXI. 

sk ifui mra carcfully concealed, as the forces of the Austrians lay m the \al- 
Icy of Aosta, on the southern side of the St -Bernard, and hy oc- 
“* cupj ing in strength the summiLof the mountain, they might render 
the passage Uitlicult, if not impossible Ihe device fallen upon by the 
hirst Consul for this purposcwaslo proclaim openly the place where the 
army was collected, and the service to which it was destined, hut to assemble 
such inconsiderable forces there as might render it an object rather of ridi- 
cule than alarm to the enemy. With Ihisvicw itwas pompously announced, 
m various ways, that the army of reserve, destined to raise the siege of 
Genoa, was assembling at Dijon, and when the Austrians spies repaired 
lluihcr, they found only a few hattalions of conscripts and some companies 
of troops of the line, not amounting m all to eight thousand men, which 
entirely dissipated the fears winch had been formed by its announccroent 
The army of reserve at Dijon in consequence became ilic object of general 
ridicule throughout Europe, and Melas, relieved of all fears, for Ins rear, 
continued to press forward with perseverance bis atlachs on the \ar, and 
considered Uic account of thisarmyasa mcrefeini, to serve as a dncrsion 
to the siege of Genoa (1). 

Dtscnftaa The St, -Bernard, which had been used for above two thousand 
wsVaMhe principal passage between Daly and I ranee, lies 

St. D«pw4. between Slartigny m the Valais, and Aosta m the beautiful valley 
of tho same name on the southern side of the Alps Though the direct com- 
munication between these couutrics, however, and perfectly passable for 
horsemen and foot-soIdicrs, it presented great djQjcuUics for the transit of 
artillery and caissons. As far as St.-Picrrc, indeed, on the side of the Valais, 
the passage is practicable for cannon, and from Aosta (o (he Dalian plains 
the road is excellent, but in the interval between thusc places tho track 
consists merely of a horse or bridlepath, following the smuosilics of the 
ravines through which it is conducted, or round the innumerable precipices 
which overhang the ascent. The summit of the nJgc itself, which is hulo 
fcborlof 8000 feel above the level of the sea (2), consists ofa liUlo plain or 
valley, shut m by ^nowy mountains of still greater elevation, about a mile 
in length, with features of such extraordinary gloom as to be indelibly 
imprinted m the recollection of every traveller who has witnessed lU At 
the northern extremity, w here the path, emerging from the sleep and rugged 
ascent of the Valley of Desolation, as it is cmpliaticall) called, first enters 
upon the lev cl surface, is situated the convent of Sl.*Bcniard, the liiglicil 
inhabited ground m Europe, founded a thousand v cars ago by the humanity 
of the illustrious saint whose name it bears, and tenanted cicr since that 
lime by pious and intrepid nioi\Ks, the worthy followers of such a leader, 
wiio there, amidst ice and granite, have fixed their abode, to rescue from 
destruction the travellers overwhelmed by snow, amidst the storms to which 
those elev aied regious arc at almost every season of the joar exposed. At the 
southern end arc still to bo seen a few remains of the Temple of Jupiter 
which formerly stood at the summit of the Italian side of the pass, 


cua^e Uair gratitude to Ihaven for having surmounlcu the dangers of mo 
passage. In the cculrcof the vallej, midway Ulwtca the remains of heathen 
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review at Lausanne the vanguard of iho real army of reserve, consisting of 
SIX regiments of veteran troops ticwfy equipped, and m (he finest possible 
order Shortly after, he received a visit from Carnot, the minister of war, 
who brought accounts of the victory of MoesLirch, and the advance of Mo- 
reau m Germany, while the stores and artillery arrived from all quarters. 
m., 5 The preparations were rapidly completed A. hundred large firs 

uKc«f« ■''cre hollowed out so as to receive each a piece of artillery, the 

of u'n?!.? carnages w ere taken to pieces and put on the backs of mules , the 
wt ammunition dispersed among the peasants, who arrived from all 
quarters with their beasts of burden to share m the ample rewards which the 
French engineers held forth to stimulate their activity Two companies of 
arilhery workmen were stationed, the one at St -Pierre, on the north, the 
other at St -Rcmi, on the south of the mountains, to lake to pieces the anil- 
leryatid remount them on their carriages ; the ammunition of ihearmy was 
conveyedm httle boxes, so constructed as to goon the backs of mules MiiU 
such admirable precision were these arrangements made, that, the dismount- 
ing and replacing of the guns hardly retarded for an hour the march of the 
columns, and the soldiers, animated by the novelty and splendour of the 
enterprise, vied with each other in iheir efforts to second the activity of their 
officers Bertluer, when they reached the foot of the mountains, addressed 
them In the following proclamaiion “The soldiers of the Rhino have sig- 
nalised themselves by glorious (numpbs, those of the army of Italy struggle 
v\ith invincible perseverance against a superior enemy. Emulating their 
Virtues, do i ou ascend and reconquer beyond the Alps the plains which w cro 
the first theatre of F rcnch glory Conscripts 1 you behold the ensigns of victory , 
march, and emulate the veterans who iiave won so many triumphs, Icaru 
from them how to bear and overcome ibe fatigues inseparable from war. 
Ronopartc is with you, he has comoio witness yoWr first triumph Prove to 
him that you aro tho same men whom ho formerly led m theso regions to 
immortal renown (I)/’ These words infiamcd to the highest pitch tho ardour* 
ol the soldiers, and there was bnl one feeling throughoul the army, that of 
seconding to the uttermost tho glorious enterprise m which they were en- 
gaged 

?.»»•*• of On the 16ih May the First Consul slept at the convent of St.-Mau- 
m mwo following morning the army commenced the pas- 

sage of the mountain During tho four following days the march continued, 
and from eight to ten thousand men passed daily . The first night they slept 
at St -Picne, the second at St -Rcmi or Etroubles, tho thud at Aosta hapo- 
Iton himself remained at St -Maurice till the SOlli, when Uio whole had 
crossedr The march, though toilsome, presented no extraordinary dilllcuUics 
till tlic leading column arrived at St -Pierre Rut from that village to tho 
summit, the ascent was painful and laborious m the highest degree. To each 
gun a hundred men were hamcs'cd, and relieved by their comrades every 
half mile, the soldiers vied with each other m the fatiguing undertaking of 
dragging it up the loilsomo and rugged track, and it soon became a point of 
honour for each column to prevent lUcir cannon from falling behind tho 
array. To support ihcir efforts, the music of each regiment played at its head, 
and where the paths were peculiarly steep, tho charge sounded to guo 
additional v igour to their exetuons lotting painfully up the ascent, hardly 
venturing to hall to draw breath lest the march of the column should ho 
retarded, ready to sink under the weight of their arms and baggage, the 
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soldiers animated each other by w’arlikc songs, and the solitudes of the 
St.-Bcrnard resounded Avilh the strains of military music. From amidst the 
snows and the clouds, the glittering bands of armed men appeared; and the 
distant chamois on the mountains above, startled by the unwonted spectacle, 
bounded away to the regions of desolation, and paused on the summit of its 
inaccessible dills to gaze on the columns which wound around their feet (d). 

After six hours of toilsome ascent, the head of the army reached the 
hospice at the summit; and the troops, forgetting their fatigues, traversed 
with joyful steps the snowy vale, or reposing beside the cool waters of the 
lake, rent the air with acclamations at the approaching termination of their 
labours. By the provident care of the monks, every soldier received a large 
ration of bread and cheese, and a draught of wine at the gate; a seasonable 
supply, which exhausted the ample stores of their establishment, but was 
fully repaid by the First Consul before the termination of the campaign. 
After an hour’s rest, the columns wound along the margin of the lake, and 
began the steep and perilous descent to St.-Remi. The dilhculties here were 
still greater than on the northern side. The snow, hard beneath, was begin- 
ning to melt on the surface, and great numbers both of men and horses lost 
their footing, and were precipitated down the rapid declivity. At length, 
however, they reached a more hospitable region; the sterile rocks and snow 
gave place to herbage, enamelled with the flowers of spring; a few firs next 
gave token of the descent into the woody region, gradually a thick forest 
overshadowed their march, and before they reached Etroublcs, the soldiers, 
who had so recently shivered in the blasts of winter, were melting under 
the rays of an Italian sun (2). 

Napoleon himself crossed on the 28th. He was mounted on a sure-footed 
mule, which he obtained from the Priory of St.-Maurice, and attended by a 
young and active guide, who confided to him, without knowing his quality, 
all his wishes, and was astonished to find them, some time after, all realized 
by the generous recollection of the First Consul. He rested an hour at the 
convent, and descended to St.-Remi, over the hard and slippery surface of 
the snow, chiefly on foot, often sliding down, and with considerable dif- 
ficulty (5). . , 


(1^ Nnp, i. 259# Dum. ii. 170. Bot, iv« 13# 

(2) Dum, iii, l71i 172. Bot, iv. 1 i, 15. Nap. i. 

261 . 

“ Oh joy I the signs of life appear, 

The first and single hr 

That on the limits of the living world 

Strikes m the ice its roots; 

Another and another now. 

And now the larch, that flings Its arms 
Down curving iikc the falling wave, ^ 

And now the aspen's glittering leaves 
Grey glitter on the moveless twig. 

The poplar’s varying verdure now. 

And now the bach so beautiful, 

Light as a lady’s plume.” 

(3) Nap.i. 261. 

Compauson The passage of the St.-Bcrnard has 
of the pas- been the subject of great exagger- 
ation from those who arc umc- 
llanmbal ciuaintcd with the giound. To speak 
NnpoUon* the French troops traversing paGis 
Suwnrrow, known only to the smuggler or the 
andMacdo- chamois hunter, is ridiculous, when 
^ the road Ins been a beaten passage for 

two thousand years, and is traversed daily in sum- 
mer by great numbers of travellers. One would 
suppose from these descriptions, it was ever the 
Col du Gcant between Chainouni and Aosta, or 
over the summit of the Col du Bonhomme, that llie 
French army had passed. It will bear no compari- 
son with the passage of Ilannibal overlhe LittU St.- 


Bcrnard, opposed as it was by the mountain tribes, 
by paths comparatively unformed, and in the 
couise of which the Carthaginian general lost 
nearly half his army. Having traversed on foot 
both the ground over which Napoleon's army 
passed at the Great Sl.-Bernard, that traversed by 
buwarrow on the St.-Golhard, the Schachenlhal, 
and the Dngiberg, and that surmounted by Macdo- 
nald in the passage of the Splugen, the Monte 
Aprigal, and the Mont Tonal, the author is enabled 
to speak with perfert confidence as to the compara- 
tive merit of these different undertakings. From 
being commenced in the depth of winter, and over 
ridges comparatively unfrequented, the march of 
Macdonald was by lar the most hazardous, so far 
as mere natural difficulties were concerned ; that of 
Suwarrnw was upon the whole ihe most worthy of 
admiration, from the vigorous resistance^ he ex- 
perienced at every step, the total inexperience of 
his troops in mountain warfare, and the unpar- 
alleled Iiardsliips, both physical and moral, with 
which its later stages were involved. That of Na- 
poleon over the St.-Bernard, during a fine season, 
without any opposition from the enemy, with every 
aid from the pc.asaiitry of the district, and the ex- 
perience of his own officers, and hy a road im- 
practicable only for carriages and cannon, must, 
with every impartial observer acquainted with the 
ground, rank aS the easiest of these memorable 
enterprises. 
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The »nii,u Lanncs, who commanded iho ad^anced guard, descended rapidly 
m the beautiful \ alley of Aosta, occupied the tow n of the same name, 

O' crlhrew at Chabllon a body of fifteen hundred Croalians 
U”'! w ho endeavoured to dispute his passage. The soldiers, finding 
tliemsehes m a level and fertile valley, abounding with trees, vines, and 
pasture, deemed ihcir difficulties past, and joyfully followed the hourly 
increasing waters of the Dora Baltca, when lUeir advance was suddenly, 
checked by the fort and the cannon of Bard. This inconsiderable fortification 
had wellnigh proved a more serious obstacle to the army than the whole 
perils of the St -Bernard. Situated on a pyramidal rock midw ay betw ecu the 
opposite cliffs of the valley, which there approach very near to each other, 
and at (he distance of not more than fifty yards from either side, it at once 
commands the narrow road which is conducted close under its ramparts, and 
IS bej ond the reach of any but regular approaches. The cannon of the ram- 
parts, iwo-and-twenty m number, are so disposed upon its wcll-conslrucled 
bastions, as to command not only the great road which traverses the village 
at its feet, but cv cry path on either side of the adjacent mountains by w Inch 
It appears practicable for a single person to pass (1). IVo sooner was the ad- 
vanced guard arrested by this forniidablc obstacle, than Lannes adi anced to 
the front, and ordered an assault on the town, defended only by a single 
wall. It was quickly carnedhy the impetuosity of the French grenadiers, but 
the Austrians rclircJ m good order into the fort on the rock above, and from 
its secure easements the garrison kept up an incessant tire upon every colutuit 
that attempted the passage. Marescot, the chief of the engineers, reported, 
after a rcconnoissancc, (hat the fort could not be earned by a coDp-de-ma<n, 
wliiie the reeky cliffs of the mountains on either side opposed the greatest 
dilficuUics to a regular siege The adv aucc of the army w as instantly checked , 


cross the mountains (2). 

^apolcon, deeming all his difficulties surmounted, was advancing 
with joyful steps downllic southern declivity of the Sl.-ficrnard, when ho 
received this alarming intelhgcucc. Instantly advancing to the vanguard, he 
nsrpndpil Jbp Mnnlo Albarcdo, which commanded the fort on the left bank of 


r • ■ ■ ■ I . . I . 

uJlcry. In vam the Austrian commandant was summoned, and threatened 
w ilh an luslant assault m ease of refusal to surrender j he rtphed as became 
a man of courage and honour, well aware of the importance ofhis position, 
and the means of defending it which were m luS power, Afew pace* of arld- 
crniuui JcrYWcrc,by great cITorls, hoisted up loan eminence on (lie ilotilc 
r^i ' oumku Albarcdo w Inch commanded the fort, but their fire produced IiUlo 
wunriirf on Ihc boiitb-proof batteries and vaulted caunictils 

^ ' ■ ■ ' 

pressed, however, and it was indisiicnsablc that uicarmy suouiu »v- 


(i) rcrMuatolvmiioD. 


(a) V.j. J JflI.MJ. Jo" 
IW, lU livOW 11. 
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lay continue its advance. Contrary to theadvice of Marescot, Napoleon ordered 
an escalade, and Berthier formed three columns, each of three hundred gre- 
nadiers, who advanced with the utmost resolution at midnight to the assault. 
They climhed in silence up the rock, and reached the works without being 
discovered. The outer palisades were carried, and the Austrian videttes 
retired precipitately to the ramparts above, but at its foot all the eflbrts of 
the Republicans w'erc frustrated. The garrison was instantly on the alert, 
A shower of balls spread death through their ranks, while vast numbers of 
shells and hand grenades thrown down amongst them (1), augmented the 
confusion, and alarm inseparable from a nocturnal attack. After sustaining 
a heavy loss, they -were compelled to abandon the attempt; the passage 
seemed hermetically closed ; the army could not advance a step further in its 
progress. 

In this extremity, the genius and intrepidity of the French engineers sur- 
mounted the difficulty. The infantry and cavalry of Cannes’ division traversed 
one by one the path on the Monte Albaredo, and re-formed lower down the 
valley, while the artillerymen succeeded in drawing their cannon, in the 
dark, through the town, close under the guns of the fort, by spreading straw 
and dung upon the streets, and wrapping the wheels up, so as to prevent 
July s5. the slightest sound being heard. In this manner forty pieces and a 
hundred caissons w’ere drawn through during the night, while the Austrians, 
in unconscious security, slumbered above, beside their loaded cannon, 
directed straight into the street where the passage was going forward. A few 
grenades and combustibles were merely thrown at random over the ram- 
parts during the gloom, which killed a considerable number of the French 
engineers, and blew up several of their ammunition Avaggons, but without 
arresting for a moment the passage. Before daylight a sufficient number were 
passed to enable tl;e advanced guard to continue its march, and an obstacle, 
which might have proved the ruin of the Avhole enterprise, was eflectually 
overcome. During the succeeding night, the same hazardous operation was 
repeated, Avith equal success ; and Avhile the Austrian commander AA’as Avriting 
to Melas that he had seen thirty-five thousand men and four thousand horse 
cross the path of the Albaredo, but that not one piece of Artillery or caisson 
should pass beneath the guns of his fortress, the Avhole cannon and ammu- 
nition of the army Avere safely proceeding on the road to Ivrea. The fort of 
Bard itself held out till the 5th June; and Ave have the authority of Napoleon 
for the assertion, that if the passage of the artillery had been delayed till its 
fall, all hope of success in the campaign was at an end. The presence of an 
Austrian division seven thousand strong Avould have equally sufficed to des- 
troy the French troops as they emerged without cannon from the perilous 
defile of the Albaredo. On such trivial incidents do the fate and the revolu- 
tions of nations in the last result often depend (2). 
fhort s\ir- JtleanAvhile Lannes, proceeding onAvard Avith the advanced guard, 
mjshat emerged from the mountains, and appeared before the Avails of 
VrcDch ad.- Ivrea.' This place, once of considerable strength, and Avhich in 
lurm'" 1704 had Avithstood for ten days all the efforts of the Duke of Yen- 

dome Avith a formidable train of artillery, had of late years fallen into decay, 
and its ruined walls, but partially armed, hardly offered an obstacle to an 
enterprising enemy. Lannes ordered an assault at once on the three gates of 
the city. He advanced himself with the column on the right, and with his 
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o^Yn hand directed the first strokes of the halcliet at the palisades. The de- 
fences svere soon broken down, the chains of the drassbridges cut, the gales 
blown open, and the Republicans rushed, N\ilh loud^houts, on all sides inlo 
the town. A battalion which defended tlie walls was forced to lly, Icavmg 
three hundred prisoners m the liands of the enemy, and the Austrian troops 
drawn up behind the town retired precipitately towards Turin. They took 
post behind the Cbinsclla, spreading themsches out, according to custom, 
over a long line, to co>cr every approach to the capital of Piedmpnt. They 
were there attacked on the following day by Lannes, and a warm contest 
ensued. The Imperialists, confident in llic numbers and prowess of ihcir 
casalry, vigorously charged the Republicans; but, though they led up Ihcir 
M.y js. horses to the ^cry bayonnets of the infantry, they were in the end 
repulsed, aud the bridge o\er the nvet was earned by the assailants. After 
this check the Austrians retired towards Turin, and Lannes, pursuing his 
M»y « successes, pushed on to the banks of the Po, where be made him- 
self master of a Doulla of boats, of the greater lalue to the invading army, 
as they did not possess the smallest bridge equipage. The whole army, 
tlurty-six thousand strong, was assembled at Ivrea, with all its artillery, 
on the 28lb, while the advanced guard pushed us patrols to the gates of 
Turin (1). 

pmm,« of While the centre of (he army of reserve w as thus surmounting the 


detached with sixteen thousand choice troops from the army of the Rhine, 
crossed the St -Goihard, aud began to appear m the neighbourhood of tlio 
Lago Maggiorc. At the samctiroc Ceoeral Bcihcncourt, with a brigade of 
Swiss troops, ascended the Simidou, and forcing the ternfic defile of Condo, 
appeared at Duomo d'OsSola, and opened up the communication with the left 
of the army Thus, above sixty thousand men, converging from so many 
different quarters, were assembled m the plains of Piedmont, and threatened 
the rear of the Imperial army engaged in the defiles of the .kpcmuncs from 
Genoa to the mouth of the Yar(2). 


all the strength he could collect to lUc Bormida The orders arrived at Genoa 
just at the timcwhcnthc capitulation was goingforward, so (hat (he advance 
of the army of reserve was too laic to raise the siege of that fortress , but still 
an important and decisive operation awaited tbc 1 irsl Consul. To oppose him 
111 the first instance, the Austrians had only the corps of Itukassowich, 
l.audoii, and lladdick, who could hardly muster eighteen thousand men m 
all, and not above six thousand in any one point, so widely were (bcirim- 
mcEsc forces scattered over the countries ilicy had conquered, while the 
concentration of their troops from the Var and the coast of Genoa would 

require a considerable lime (5). , , , , 

PofrtrDi lit these circumstances the French commander had the choice ot 
l>UMwkcb three different plans, each of winch promised to be attended wh'* 
important results. The lirsl was to incline to llic right, foim * 


(i}Vsi>.i 2s«,sar. 
bkU. 193. 193. 


ftj Ija 193. T>aat, lt}4 Hh 

(1) Jouu M< d« i« 131 
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junclion with Thurcau, and, in concert with .Suchet,nltaok the Anslrian army 
under Molas; the second, to cross the I’o by means of the harksso opportunely 
thrown into his power, and advance to the relief of .Mnssena, who yet held 
out; the third, to move to the left, pass the Ticino, form a junclion with 
Moncey, and capture Milan with the stores and reserve parks of the Impe- 
rialists. Of these dinercnl plans the first appeared uuadvisable, as the forces 
of Meins were superior to those of the First Consul without the addition of 
Moncey, and it w.as extremely ha/ardous to run the risk of a defeat whilo 
the fort of hard still held out and interrupted the retreat of the army, 
un''* ^ second was cijually perilous, ;is it plunged the invading army, 

without any line of communication, into tlit‘ccu1re of the Imperial 
forces, and it was doubtful whetber C.euoa could bohl out till the Rcimblicau 
eagles approached the Itocchcta. The third had the disadvantage of abandon- 
ing Mnssena to Jus fate, but to counterbalance that, it ollered the most brilliant 
result. The possession of Milan could not fail to produce a great moral im- 
pression, both on the Imperialists ami the Italians, and to renew, in general 
estimation, the halo of glory which was wont to encircle the brows of the 
First Consul. The junction with Moncey would raise the army to lifiy thousand 
eflcciive men, and secure for it a safe retreat in case of disaster by the Sl.- 
Gothard and the Simplon; the magazines and parks of reserve collected by 
the .Austrians, lay exposed to immediate capture in the unprotected towns of 
Lombardy; while, by intercepting their communications with Germany, and 
compelling them to light with their rear towards France and the Maritime 
Alps, the inestimable advantage was gained of rendering any considerable 
disaster the forerunner of irreparable ruin (1). 

Ml, 3 ,. .Moved by these considerations, Napoleon directed his troopsrapiilly 

‘uulnVr- towards the Ticino, and arrived on the banks of that river on the 
fj'‘“}\‘j'^'31st May. The arrival of so great a force, in a quarter where they 
eiij. were totally unexpected, threw the .Vustrians into the utmost em- 
barrassment. .Vll their disposable infantry was occupied at Hclinzona to 
oppose the advance of .Moncey, or had retired behind the Lago .Maggiore, 
before Bethcncourt. The only troops which they could colled to ojipose the 
passage were the cavalry of Fesleuberg, with a few regiments of Laiidon, a 
force under live thousand men, and totally inadeciuale to maintain the line 
of the Ticino from Scsto-Calcndc, where it Hows out of the Lago .Maggiore, to 
Pavia, where it joins the Po, against an enemy thirty thousand strong. 
Unable to guard the line of the river, the cavalry of Festenberg was drawn 
up in front of Turbigo, when Gerard, with the advanced guard, crossed the 
river under cover of the French artillery, advantageously posted on the 
heights behind, and instantly made himself master of the bridge of Naviglio, 
by which the infantry of the division began to dclile to his assistance. He was 
immediately and warmly attacked by the Im|)crial cavalry, but though they 
at lirsthad some success, yet the French having retired into a woody position 
deeply intersected by canals, they succeeded in maintaining their ground, 
until the Republicans had crossed over in such numbers as to enable them 
to carry Turbigo with the bayonet, and cllcctually establish themselves on the 
left bank of the river. At the same.timc Mural circcled a passage at BuQalora, 
on the great road from Turin to Milan, with hardly any opposition; the 
Austrians retired on all sides, and Napoleon, with the advanced guard, made 
June 2 . his triumphant entry into Milan on the 2d June, where he was 
received with transports of joy by thedemocratic party, and the same, applause 

,(t) Kap. I, 2G8( 270i Joui. siii, ISO) las. ‘ - 
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by ilic inconstant populace •nluch they had lavished the year before on 
Suwarrow (1) 

uepreads ^olhlng coulJ exceed the astonishment of the Ahlanesc at this 
LvfAom sudden apparition of the republican hero Some bclieicd he had 
died near the Red Sea, and that it >\as one of his brothers, who 
tVoTo'T commanded (he army , none were an arc that he had so recently 
troops crossed the Alps, and revisited the scenes of his former glory lie 
instantly dismissed the \ustnan authontics, re established, with more show 
than sincerity, the republican inagisiratcs, but, foreseeing that the chances 
of n ar might expose his partisans to severe reprisals, wisely forbade any harsh 
measures against the dethroned party Taking advantage of the public en- 
thusiasm nhich his unexpected arrival occasioned, he procured, by contri- 
butions and let ics, large supplies for his troops, and augmented their num- 
bers by the regiments of Aloncey, whicli slowly made their appearance from 
the St -Coihird On the 6ih and 7lh Juno these troops •were reviettcd, and 
the French outposts extended la all dweeiwus They x.ece pashed to Pla- 
centia and the Po, the principal lowiism Lombardy being abandoned, with- 
out resistance, by the Austrians Patiafcll into iheir hands, nithSOO pieces 
of cannon, 8,000 muskcls, and stores in proportion At the same tune the 
follotving animated proclamation \t as addressed to the troops, and clcclrificd 
all Europe, long accustomed only to the reverses of the Republicans — 
“ Soldiers * n hen n c began our march, one of our departments sn as m the 
possession of the enemy constcrnaiion reigned through all the south of 
Trance The greatest part of the Ligurian republic, the most faithful ally of 
our country, was invaded The Cisalpine republic, annihilated m liie last 
campaign, groaned under the feudal yoke Tou advanced, and already the 
French icrritory is delivered joy and hope have succeeded m our country 
to consternation and fear Tou will restore liberty and independence to (ho 
people of Genoa ■youalrcidyarcinthecapiUilottUoCisalpmc Thecuemy, 
terror-struck, seeks only to regain his frontiers you have taken from him 
lus hospitals, his magazines, his reserve parks Tlic first act of the campaign 
1 $ Gnislicd, millions of men address you m strains of praise Rut sitali we 
allow our audacious enemies to v lolate w nh impunity the territory of the 
republic’ Alill you permit thevrmy to escape which has earned terror into 
yourfamihcs? louwilhiol Marcli, then, to meet him, tcirfrom Iiis brows 
the laurels he has won, teach the world that a malediction attends those who 
violate the territory of the great people The result of our efforts will bo 
unclouded glory and a durable peace (2) ” 

^'hilc these important operations were going forward m lom- 
bard), Mclas conceived the project of ihrcatciiiiig liis auver^ary s 
conmmmcationsby a inovcinonton \ crcelli Rut when on ilic point 
awmA'i* of executing this design, he received mlclhgcnce of the simul- 
taneous disasters which m so many different quarters were accumulating on 
the \uslrian inoinrcliy , the repealed defeats ofKnyhi Germanyf and lus 
concentnliou lu the uilrcnchcd camp at Lint, the arrival of Jfonccj at lAl- 
hnzona, and the retreat of Wuka&^owicli towards the \JJa fu these circum- 
stances more cautious measures seemed necessary, and he rcsohcJ to evn- 
ccutratc his army under llic cannon of Alcxamlria Rut while the IrincJi 
soldiers were abandoning themschis to the flattering illusions which this 
cilraordiuarj and rapid success suggested, they received the disastrous 
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inlL'lligencc oi' the surreiulor of Genoa ; and iXapoldon had llio mortdicaiion of 
fnulin^', from the {)oinl lo which the troojis who ca[)iiulatod were to he con- 
Ycyed, lhal tiiey could he of no service to him in the decisive operations tliat 
were fast approaching. It was evident, therefore, that he would have the whole 
.Austrian army on his hands at once, and therefore no time was to he lost in 
striking a decisive blow. The fort of hard capitulated on the citli June, which 
both disengaged the troops of Chabran employed in its reduction, and opened 
the .St.-Bernard as a secure line of retreat in case of disaster. The rapid 
marches and countermarches of the Uepublicans through the plain of Lom- 
bardy, had made the enemy fall back to .Mantua and the line of the Mineio, 
and the French troops already occupied Lodi and blockaded Pizzighitone, 
and other fortresses on thePo; hut from this dispersion of force, and eccen- 
tric direction given to a large portion of the army, arose a most serious incon- 
venience; it redneed to one-half the mass that could be collected to make 
head against Molas in Piedmont. In cirect, ont of the si.vly thousand men 
which lie commanded in Lombardy, Napoleon could only collect thirty thou- 
sand in one body to meet the main army of the enemy; but, conlident in his 
own abililiesand ihcspiril of hia troops, be resolved witli tliis inco/isiderablo 
force to cut Melas olT from his line of retreat, and for this purpose moved 
upon Stradclla, on the right bank of the Po, which brought him on the great 
road from Alexandria to .Mantua (1). 

Tlitf rrrticU The French army began its march towards the Po on tlic 0th June, 
and Lannes, commanding the advanced guard, crossed that river 
atSt.-Cipriano. At the same time, .Murat, who liad broken up from 
MutucUciio. i^odi, attacked the Iclc-dc-ponl at Placentia, and drove the Aus- 
trians out of tliat town on the road towards Torlona, ^yhile Duhesme, not 
less fortunate, a-ssailed Cremona, and expelled the garrison, with the loss of 
eight hundred men. The line of the Po being thus broken through at three 
points, the Imperialists every where fell back, and abandoning all hope of 
maintaining their communication with Mantua and their reserves in the east 
of Italy, concentrated their forces towards Casteggio and .Montebello. Olt there 
joined them with the forces rendered disposable by the surrender of Genoa, 
and stationed his troops, on a chain of gentle eminences, in two lines, so dis- 
posed as to be able lo support one another in case of need. Fifteen thousand 
chosen troops were there drawn up in the most advantageous position; their 
right resting on the heights which formed the roots of the Apennines, and 
commanding the great road to Torlona which wound round their feet; their 
left extending into the plain, where their splendid cavalry could act with cf- 
june 0 . feet. At the sight of such an array, Lannes was a moment startled, 
but instantly perceiving the disastrous ellect which the smallest retrograde 
movement might have on a corps with its rear resting on the Po, he resolved 
forthwith to attack the enemy, llis forces did not exceed nine thousand men, 
while those of the enemy were tiftecn thousand strong; but the division of 
Victor, of nearly equal strength, was only two leagues in the rear, and might 
be expected to take a part in the combat before its termination (2). 

Drsperatc The French infantry, with great gallantry, advanced in echellon, 
“c't1on“h«o, under a shower of grape-shot and musketry, to storm the hills on 
AusV.bnV'"' the right of the Austrian position, where strong batteries were 
arc \Norstci]. placed, which commanded the whole held ofbattle; and succeeded 
in carrying the heights of Revetta : but they were there assailed, while disor- 


(l) Napoleon, i. 275. 277. Dum. iii. 27C, 273« 
Join. xiii. 212, 220. Bui. 12i, 127. 


(2) Bol. iv. 23. Nap. i. 279. Dum, iii, 288, 290. 
Join, xiii. 257, 258. 
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dcred hy success, by si-« fresh rogwncnls; and driven with great slaughter 
down into the plain In the centre, on the great road, Walrin vMth difficulty 
maintained himself against the ■vehement attacks of the imperialists; and 
notwithstanding the utmost efforts ofLannes, defeat appeared inevitable, 
when the battle was restored by the arrival of a division of Victor’s corps, 
which enabled the Republicans to rally (heir troops and prepare a fresh at- 
tack. New columns w ere immediately formed to assail the heights on the left, 
while Walnu commenced a furious onset m the centre, the Austrians were 
every where driven hack, and the triumph of the French appeared certain, 
when Olt brought up ins reserves from the second line, and victory again m- 
chned to the other side. The Republicans, allaekcd in their turn by fresh 
troops, gave way, and the loud shouts of the Imperialists announced a total 
overthrow, when the arrival of the’ remainder of Victor’s corps not only res- 
tored the balance, hut turned it against the Austrians Their troops, how- 
ever, were too experienced, and their confidence m themselves too great, to 
yield without a desperate s * . ; ■ . ■ * 

hearl-stirnng recollections . . • 

won lU the QrstltaUan cam^ © * » •- 'i* ■ ' “ • 

reaped m so many later triumphs, and both parties felt that the fate of ilio 
■war,m a great degree, depended on their exertions; for the Austrians strug- 
gled to gam lime for the cancciitration of their forces to meet this new enemy, 
the Republicans to avoid being driven back with ruinous loss into the Po. 
The last reserves on both sides were soon engaged, and (hecoalcnding par- 
ties fought long hand to hand with the most heroic resolution. At length the 
arrival of Napoldon with the division Gardanne, decided the victory (t). Ott, 
who now saw lus right turned, while the centre and left were on the point of 
giving way, reluctantly gave the signal ofretreat, and the imperialists, in good 
order, and with measured steps, retired towards S -Juhano, after throwing a 
garrison of a thousand men mto the fortress of Torlona (3). 

bloody combat, the Austrians lost three thousand killed 
aqd wounded, and fifteen hundred prisoners The French had to 
l>rew(r« ibe lament nearly an equal number slam or disabled; but the moral 
effect of the V ictory was immense, and more than counterbalanced 
all ihcir losses It restored at once thcspintof their troops, which the conii- > 
nued disasters of the preceding campaign had severely weakened; and when 
Kapokon irav i ■ . ... . ' ' • ' I 

dicrs lying on . : ■ ' . ' 

their ancient c . s j 

formed by ihc advance of a lower ridge of the Apennines towards the Po, 
where the intersected and broken nature of tlic ground promised to render 
unserviceable the numerous sijuadrons of the enemy. In ihi> position he re- 
mained the three follow mg days, concentrating and organizing his troops for 


lVb^V/wi front, and occupied, at SlradcUa, the sole line by winch 

tbrv»r"*' liic Austrian general could re-esiablibli hts comraunications with 
the plain of Lombardy, disasters of the most formidable kuid^wcrc accuiuu- 
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of icscne, amounlmg in aH lo sixty thousand men; v.hi!e m liis 
M^uiTotuirear, Suchet occupied all the mountain passes, and i\asdri\jng 
luro”cn before fum the scattered Imperialists like chalFbeforc llie >\iud. On 
Na^icoo* jj^g a^ful barrier of tbc Alps, leading only into a hostile 

country, predmied all hopes of retreat; while on bis right, the ndgcs of the 
Apennines, backed by the sea, rendered Uimpossible lo regain by a circuitous 
route iho Hereditary Stales Xothnig could be more perilous vliatilns situa- 
tion, but the Austrian veteran u as not discouraged, and concentrating all bia 
disposable forces, be resolied to gne battle, and open a communication, 
siYord mhand, uith the eastern protinces of the empire Xor uasilMithout 
reason that he icnlurcd on tins step, albeit hazardous at all times, and 
doubly so ivlicn retreat uas impossible aud communication uitli the base of 
t. operations cut off lie could collect abo\e thirty thousand tctcran troops, 


admirably adapted for bis numerous and magnificent ca> air j . Hat mg taken 
Ins resolution, lie dispatched troops m all directions to concentrate bis forces; 
Elnilz, with the broken remains of Ins corps, ^\as recalled from Cc\a, llohcn- 
zollern from Genoa, the defence of which was intrusted to the extenuated 
pttsonets, liberated from eaptiMi\ by its fall(l); while a courier was dis- 
patched, m haste, to Admiral hcitb, (oaecclcraie the arrnal of a corps of 
twclio thousand English, who at this decisive crisis lay inactive at Minorca. 


un ’ of the I irst Consul The right rested on impracticable morasscs, 
extending to the Po; (bo centre was strengthened by several large villages; 
the left, commanding the great road, extended ov cr heights, the commence- 
nicQt of the Apennines, crowned witli a numerous artillery. Xapoli^on 
remained there, awaiting the attack, for three da)s, but tbc Austrian gen- 
eral had scarcely completed Ins operations, and be judged it not adiisablc 
to abandon the open plain, so favourable for lus cavalry, for the broken 
ground selected by the enemy On the Hib, Desaii, who had returned from 
Egypt, and performed quarantine at Toulon, arrived at headquarters with 
bis aides-de-camp, Savary and Uapp They sal up all night comcrsing on 
the changes of Vrance, and the state of Egypt since they had parted on the 
hanks of thuAilc; and the First Consul, who really loied Ins lieutenant, aud 
appreciated his military talents, iinuicdiatcly gave him the command of ilio 
division of Doudet linding that the Austrians were resolved not to attack 
him where he was, and remained grouped under tbc cannon of Alexandria, 
j.oeia. and fearful that they might recoil upon Sucbcl, or incline to the 
right towards Genoa, or the left to the Ticino, and thrraten lu turn his 


armed with camion. 

Melas learned on the lOlli, at .\Icxandrta, the disastrous issue of the com- 
bat at Mouiebclloj and (be umnensc extent of the lo»cs sustained by f luii/. 
Far from bciug stunned by su many reverses, he only lOvc in tirnwicss as luo 

(I) 2S!, M3 J.» ."i 311.11. W- , (1) J H', I' =1 
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left in front, and the right at half a day’s march in the rear, in marching or- 
der, not more than tncnlj-t\>o thousand men, under Lannes and>ictor, 
could be biought till noon into the field to withstand tbe shock of the whole 
Austrian army. Ihe ■vehemence of the cannonade soon convinced him that a 
general battle was at hand, and be instantly dispatched orders to Desaix to 
remeasure his steps, and hasten to the scene of action. Bui before be could 
do this, events of the utmost importance had taken place. At eight o’clock, 
the Austrian infantry, under Uaddick and Kaim, preceded by a numerous and 
splendid array of artillery, wrhich covered the deploying of ibcir columns, 
commenced the attack. They speedily overthrew Gardannc*, who, with six 
battalions, w as stationqd m front of Marengo, and drove him back in disorder 
towards that village. They were there leceived by the bulk of Victor’s corps, 
winch was by this time drawn up, with its centre in the village, and its wings 
along tbe hollow of Fonlanonc, which separated the two armies; that ofLaii- 
ncs was still m the rear. Tor two hours, Victor withstood all the efforts of 
lladdick and haim with heroic resolution, and at length the corps of Lannes 
came up, and the forces on both sides became more equal. The batljc now 
raged vMth the utmost fur) , iho opposing columns stood, with mviDciblc 
firmness, within pistol-shot of each other, and all the chasms, produced by 
the dreadful discharges of artillery, were rapidly filled up bj a regular move- 
ment to the centre of the brave men who formed the ranks. bile this dc>- 
pcralG conflict was going on, intelligence was received that the advanced 
guard of Suchet bad reached Acqui m the tear Melas, uneasy for lus com- 
uiunicadons, detached two thousand five hundred horse to arrest his pro- 
gress, an unnecessary precaution, as he was too far off to effect any thing on 
the held of battle, anil which, perhaps, decided the fate of the day. At length 
tlio perseverance of the Austrnns prevailed over the heroic devotion of the 
Frcncli . Marengo was earned, the stream of the Fontanono forced, and Iho 
Republicans w ere driv cn back to the second line they had formed in the rear. 

made a desperate stand, and lladdick’s division, disor- 
Aitfi unfc* dered by success, was repulsed across the stream by Walnn with 
the right of I.annOb’ division, but the Republicans could not follow up Ihcir 
advantage, as Victor’s corps, exhausted with fatigue, and severely weakened 

.. : . ■ . . ipporl any offensive niovc- 

■ ; ■ • • redoubled their efforts; a 

•; winch ^lClor’s corps, weak- 

ened by four hours’ incessant fighting, was at length broken. The Inipcnalisls 
pressed forward with redoubled vigour, when their adversaries gave waj , 
their regiments were rapidly pursued, and frequently surrounded, and no 
rc«ourcc remained but to traverse for two leagues the open pliui as far as 
S.-Juliano, where ilic reserve under Lannes might be expected to arrive for 
thcirsupport Tlic Impenahsis rapidlyfollowcd, preceded by fifty picccs^of 

■ . ■ . 'T ■ . ■ ■ • 


however, ihcrcircalbccamcmorcdivordcrly; luvaln Kellcrmaun and Cham* 
peauv, by repealed charges, arrested the Imperial cavalry, wliicli swep 
round the retreating columns He could not check the Hungarian luiaiitry, 
which advanced steadily in pursuit, Iwlimg at every fifty yards, and 
m destructive vollcvs, while the mlcrvaU between the rigimcnts "f'e t.Ha 
up b) a poucrtul 'arulko, uhicli in«s<.nll5 soul a 
lllroush iLc rcircalmg ma.-B. touM I0U5 W''"" ' 
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gradually llie squares broke; the immense plain of Marengo was covered 
with fugitives ; the alarm spread even to the rear of the army, and the fatal 
cry, “ Tout est perdu, sauve quipcut,’’’ was already heard in the ranks (1 } . ' 
Blatters Avere iri this disastrous state Avhen Napoleon, at eleven o’clock, 
arrived on the field of battle with his guard. The sight of his staff, surrounded 
by two hundred mounted grenadiers, revived the spirits of the fugitives; the 
well-known plumes recalled to the veterans the hopes of success. The fugi- 
tives rallied at S.-Juliano, in the rear of those squares of Lannes which still 
kept their ranks, and Napoleon detached eight hundred grenadiers of his 
guard to the right of the army, to make head against Ott, who there threa- 
tened, to turn its flank. At the same time, he himself advanced with a demi- 
brigadedo 'the support of Lannes, in the centre, and detached five battalions, 
under Monnier, the vanguard of Desaix’s division, to Castel Ceriolo, on the 
extreme right, to hold in check the light infantry of the enemy, which was 
there making serious progress. The grenadiers first advanced in square into 
the midst of the plain, clearing their way equally through the fugitives and 
the enemy; from their sides, as from a flaming castle, issued incessant volleys 
of musketry, and all the efforts of the Imperialists were long unable to force 
back this intyepid band. At length, however, they were shaken by the steady 
fire of the Imperial artillery, and being charged in front by the Hungarian in- 
fantry, and in flank by the Austrian hussars, were broken and driven back in 
disorder. Their destruction appeared certain, when the leading battalions of 
Desaix’s division, under Monnier, arrived, disengaged this band of heroes- 
fi-om the numerous enemies by whoni they were surrounded, and advancing 
rapidly forward, made themselves masters of the village of Castel Ceriolo. 
Here, however,' they were charged with fury by Vogelsang Avith part of Ott’s 
division, Avho retook Castel Ceriolo, and separated Blonnier from the grena- 
diers of the guard ; it was soon, however, retaken by the French, and Cara 
St.-Cyr, barricading himself in the houses, succeeded in maintaining that 
important post during the remainder of the day (2). 

The French the rescrvcs of Napoleon Avere thus directed to the French 

acTi'on under ^ vicAv to uiTest the advance of the Austrians in 

Desai". " '"that quarter, the left Avas a scene of the most frightful disorder. 
Then Avas felt the irreparable loss to the Austrians Avhich the detachment of 
so large a portion of their cavalry to the rear had occasioned ; had the squa- 
drons detached to observe Suchet poured in upon the broken fugitives in that 
quarter, the defeat of the loft and centre would have been complete; and 
Desaix, assailed both in front and flank, aa'ouM have come up only in time to 
share in the general ruin. But nothing of the kind Avas attempted ; Melas, 
deeming the victory gained, after having had tAvo horses shot under him, and 
being exhausted AA'ith fatigue, retired at tAvo o’clock to Alexandria, leaA'ing to 
his chief of the staff, Zach, the duty of folloAving up his success; and the 
broken centre and left of the Republicans retired to S.-Juliano, leisurely fol- 
loAved by the Austrian army. Zach put himself at the head of the advanced 
' guard, and at the distance of half a mile behind him came up Kaiiu Avith three 
brigades, and at an equal distance in his rear the reserve, composed of Hun- 
garian grenadiers. Napoleon on his part had resoh’ed to abandon the great 
road to Torlona, and effect his retreat by the shorter line of Sale or Castel 
Nuova(o). 


(1) Xap. i. QSa. 2r<0. Bot. iv. 27. 2S. Oum. i!i, 
310, 317. Jmu. xiii. 272, 270. S.iv. i. 171. 173, 
liiil. 232,215. 

(2) Xai>. 1. 290, 291. Dum. iii, 313, 321, Eol, 


iv. 29. 30. Jo'.ii. iiii. 279, 2S2. Sav. I. 17G. liul. 
249, 2G0. 

(3) .Vap. i. 291, 292. Join. xui. 'Ji'2, 233. Bol 
iv.29, 30. Piiii:.i:i.320. .S.aT. i. 177. llul.2G0,2GI 
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Mailers were m Ihis {Icspcralc stale, when, at four o'clock, the mam body 
of Dcsaix al length made its appearance at S ~Juhano “AYliat think )ou of 
the daj’” 'laidXipolcon to his heulcnant,wlien he armed with his. dt\isioii. 
“Thcbatllc,”saidDesaiKv“iscompleteIylost But iiisonlj four o’clock, there 
js time to gam another one (i) ” Kapolcon and he alone were of this opi- 
nion , all the others counselled a retreat In pursuance of this resolution, the 
remains of Victor and Lannes’ corps were re-formed, under coy cr of the ca- 
walrj, which was massed in front of S -Juhano, a masked battery prepared 
under the direction of Marmont, and Desaix advanced at the head of his 
corps, consisting of little more than four thousand men, to arrest the pro- 
gress of the enemy hapolton, advancing to the front, rode along the line, 
exclaiming, “ Soldiers! we have retired far enough. Vou know it is ahvajs 
my custom to sleep on the field of battle ” The troops replied bj entliu- 
AOft* 641 siaslic shouts, and immediately advanced to the charge. 7acli,hlllc 
bVtM !»*' anticipating such an onset, was advancing at the head of liis co- 
dcfrtird lumn, five thousand strong, when ho was received hj a*di5chargc 
from twelve pieces, suddenly unmasked by Marmont, while at the same lime 
Desaix debouched from the -village al the head of liis division. The Impe- 
rialists, astonished at the appe . • . , . 

expected to find only fugitives 

a snare, paused and fell back, I . . 

the front, and checked the advance of tlio enemy. Al this moment Dcsaiv 
was struck by a ball m tiic breast, and soon after expired llis last words 
were, “ Tell the First Consul that my only regret in dying is, to have perished 
before having done enough to live in the recollection of posterity.’* Iliiscata- 


• ■ . ’ •• s . ' ■ 

uadicrs advanced to the charge; the trench m their turn hesitated and broke, 
and V ictory was more doubtful than ever (i). 

Oku ,t At tins critical moment, a happy inspiration seized Kcllcrmann, 
Krn'ml a winch decided the fate of the day. The advance of /ac!i’i> column 
,had, w ilhoul tlicir being aware of it, brought their flank right before 
]ijs mass of cavalry, eight hundred strong, -winch was concealed 
from their view by a-vmcyaril, where the festoons, conducted from tree to 
tree, rose above the horses’ hcad», and ciTeclually inlcrcoplcd the sight 
Kcllcrmann instantly charged, with Ins whole force, upon the flank of the 
Austrians, as ihcv advanced m open column, and the result must be given ni 


7 acli himself, w ilh two thousand men, were made prisoners, the rcnwitidi.r, 
routed and dispersed, fled m the utmost disorder to tho rear, overthrow hig 
in ihcir course the other div isions which were advancing to their support ( fj. 
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Hn.-,! ii.ro,-.t This groat achicveinoiit ^Yas decisive of the fate of (he battle. The 
Ilians. remains of \ ictor and Lanues corps no sooner beheld this success, 
than (hey regained their former spirit, and turned ticrcely upon their pur- 
suers. The infantry of Kaim, overwhelmed by (lie tide of fugitives, gave Avay; 
(he cavalry, which already inundated (he lield, was seized with a sudden 
panic, and, instead of striving to restore the day, galloped off to the rear, 
trampling down in their progress the unfortunate fugitives who w'ere Hying 
before them. .\ general cry arose, “To the bridgc.s — to the bridges! ’’and the 
wliolc army disbanding, rushed in confusion towards the bormida. In the 
general consternation, :\Iarengo was carried, after a gallant defence, by the 
Hepublicans; the cannoniers, (inding the bridges choked up by the fugitives 
plunged with their horses and guns into the stream, where twenty pieces 
stuck fast, and fell into the hands of (he enemy. At length Mclas, who 
hastened to the spot, rallied the rearguard in front of the bridges, and by its 
licroic resistance, gained time for the army to pass the river; the troops, 
regaining their ranks, re-formed upon the ground (hey had occupied at (he 
commencement of (he day; and after twelve hours’ incessant lighting, the 
sun set upon this field of carnage (I). 

liaiicd'*' memorable battle of .Marengo; one of (be most 

both sMtxs. obstinately contested which bad yet occurred during the war, in 
which both parties peiTormcd prodigies of valour, and which was attended 
with greater results perhaps than any conllicl that bad yet occurred in modern 
Europe. The Imperialists had to lament the loss of seven thousand men 
killed and wounded, besides three thousand prisoners, eight standards, and 
twenty pieces of cannon. The Ercnch sustained an eijual loss in killed and 
wounded, besides one thousand prisoners taken in the early ])art of llie day. 
But although the disproportion was not so great in the trophies of vietory, 
the dilference was prodigious in the en’ccl it produced on the respective 
armies, and the ultimate issue of the campaign. The Austrians bad fought 
for life or death, with their faces towards Vienna, to eut their way sword in 
hand through the French army. Defeat in these circumstances was irrepar- 
able ruin. By retiring either to Genoa or the Maritime Alps, they ran the risk 
of being cooped up in a corner of a hostile territory, without any chance of 
regaining tlieir own country, and the certainty of depriving the empire of 
the only army capable of defending its Italian possessions. The French, on 
the other band, had now firmly established themselves in the plains of 
Piedmont; and could, by merely retaining their present position, efl'ectually 
cut off the Imperialists, and hinder their rendering any assistance to the 
Hereditary States. In these circumstances, the victory gave the Republicans, 
as that under the walls of Turin had given the Imperialists a century before, 
the entire command of Italy. Such a result was in itself of vast importance; 
but coming as it did, in the outset of Napoleon’s career as First Consul, its 
consequences were incalculable. It fixed him on the throne, revived the 

293. Duin. iil. 325, 325. Jom. xiii. 2S8i 289. Bol, The rout of Zach's columns, by the fire of Desaix's 
iv- 30, 31. Mem *lu Depot tie li Guerre, iv, 272. division in front, auled by the charge of Kcllcrmaiin 

(l) Rul. 275, 280- Sav. i. 179* Nap* 293, 294. in flanh, was precisely similar lo the defeat of the 
Join, xiii. 290, 295. Dum. iii. 325, 326. Bot. iv. old guard at Mount .St. .John by the English guards, 
31. Sanlfcld, iv. 230, 231. Gaz. Mil. d'Autrielie, aided by the happy flank alUcIc of Major Gawlcr 
Ann. 1823. with the 52 d and regiincnts,'and the gallant 

There is a most extraordinary similarity between . cli.irge of Sir Hussey Vivian wilb the lOlh and I8th 
the crisis of Marengo and that of Waterloo, with hussars, fu both cases the overilirow of the last 
this difference, that the rout of tlie I’rench was columns of attack drew .after it the total defeat of 
complete before the arrival of Desaix, while not an ihc army. — See Crisis of Tf^aterloo.** By Major 
English square was broken before the final charge Gawlcr andSm II* Vjviaj?, Umted Service Journal, 
of the old guard. But fllo defeat of the last .attacks July, 1833. 
in both battles was accomplished in the same way. 
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military spirit of the Trench people, and precipitated the nation into that 
career of conquest which led llicm to Cadiz and the kremlm (Ij 
tjnitcd with the great qualities of ^apo^eon’s character was a selfish thirst 
for glory, and consequent jealousy of any one who had cither effectually 
thwarted his designs, or rendered luin sucli ser> ices as might dimmish the 
lustre of lus own exploits Uisundjing jealousy of ■\^elllnglon was an indica- 
tion of the 
an instance 

sence of iht * • « , i 

charge this e\ening," and immediately turning to Bessieres, added, “The 
guard has cohered itself with glory ’‘—“I am glad you arc pleased,” replied 
Kellcrmann, “ for it has placed the crown on jour head ” lie repealed the 
same expression in a letter, which was opened at the post-olBce and brought 
to iNapoleon The obligation was too great to be forgnen kellcrmann was 
not promoted liUe the other generals, and never afterwards enjojed the 
favour of the chief on whose brow he had placed the diadem (2) 

Mriupro ^^hllG Dotliing but congraiulaiiou and triumph wero heard m the 
p^‘oVof French lines, the Austrian camp exhibited the utmost consicrna- 
* lion The night was spent m rc-forming the regiments, repairing 

the losses of the artillery, and rcplcmshmg the exhausted stores of ammuni- 
tion A council of war was summoned, tJie majority, thunderstruck by the 
magnitude of the disaster and the hopeless nature of iheir situation, inclined 
for a treaty to evacuate the Piedmontese territory “If we cut our way 
through,” said they, “supposing us to bo successful, wo must sacriGco Un 
thousand men left in Genoa, and as many in the fortresses of Piedmont, and 
shall not bo the less compelled to lake refuge under the cannon of UanCua 
It is better to save these iwetiiy thousand men than to preserve towns for 
the King of Sardinia ” In conformity with these views, a fiag of truce was 
dispatched on the (ollovving morning to the trench headquarters, to propose 
iuM I. terms of capitulation He arrived at their outposts just at the time 

when an attack on tlio the BormiJa was preparing, and, after 

Some difficull), the Icr&s of Uic treaty were agreed upon between the two 
generals (3) 

Armii i,« er Dy iliis convcDUou It was provided that “ there should be an ar- 
TOibtvcc between the two acnucs uU an answer was obtained from 
ibc Court of ^ icnna That lU the mean time the Imperial army should oc- 
cupy the country between the Mincio and thePo, that is, Pcschicra, Mantua, 
Borgoforlc, and from it the left bank of the Po, and on its right bank, t errara, 
Ancona, and Tuscany, that (he trench should occupj Uie district between 
the Chicsa, the Ogho, and the Po, and the space belwctu the Cliicsaand the 
Mincio should not bo occupied by ciUier army Thai the fortrcsscsof IbrtuHJ, 
Milan, Turin, Pizzighittouc, Arona, Placentia, Ceva, Savona, Crb^a, Con/, 
Alexandria, and Genoa, should be surrendered to the French, with all their 
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arlillory ami slorcs, the Ausii ians taking with thoin only their own cannon.” 
The evacuation of all these places, ami the final retreat of the Austrian army, 
wore to be completed by the -Sih June (1). 

K. Thus the complelo rccomjncsi of Piedmont and the Milanese, the 

cession of tuclve fortresses, armed with Itfteen hundred pieces of 
cannon, and the advance of the llopnhlican eagles to the .Mincio, were the 
immediate etTccl of the stuhhorn resistance of llesaix and the hajijiy charge 
of Kollermanu. A few battalions and eight humlred horse changed the face 
of the world. Ihit Xapoleon must not he <leprivcd of his share in these glo- 
rious results. These iucideuis were hut the last steps in a cliain of causes 
which his genius had prepared, and his skill brought to hear upon the (inal 
i^siie of the campaign, lie had thrown himself ufion his ailvcrsary’s com- 
munications without compromising his own, and thence its astonishing con- 
scipicnces. llefcalcd at Marengo, Napoleon could still have retired U|iou aii 
equal force detached iii his rear, ami, in the worst event, have retired over 
tile St.-dothard and the .‘Simplon, with no other sacrilicc hut his artillery. 
To Jiave achieved such results, at so inconsiderable a risk, is the greatest 
triumph of genius in the science of war {*2}. 

'I'he convention of Alexandria was religiously observed by the 
.Austrian commanders. I'hc Knglish expedition under Ahcrcromhy, 

uuni. twelve ihon.sand men, arrived in the hay of (lenoa just in time 

to see that important city surrendered to tlie llepnhiican commanders; hut, 
nolwiihsianding that imporlanl .'>uccour, (lerman integrity swerved nothing 
from its good faith. Had this important reinforcement, instead of lying in- 
active at Minorca, arrived a fortnight sooner with the troops which so soon 
afterwards conquered in h'gypt, what important eHecls might it have had 
upon the fortune of the. war! lint tlie Knglish at that period were ignorant 
of the importance of time in military o[)craiions, and hut novices in the 
art of war. The lime was yet to come when they were to ajipear in it as 
masters (5). 

I'c^TniTu ^'Jip<>leon, after this great victory, appointed Jourdan regent in 

M.T/.n “ the continental dominions of tlie King of .Sardinia until their destiny 
was determined by a general peace, and returned to .Milan to enjoy Ids 
Iriumpli. lie wa.s received with extraordinary demonstrations of joy by the 
inconstant populace, and Italian adulation lavished on him those splendid 
epithets which, during three centuries of servitude, they have learned to 
bestow upon their rulers. He discoursed there mucli on peace, religion, lit- 
terature, and the sciences. Tlie Ligurian republic was immediately re-orga- 
nized, and regained its nominal independence, lie shortly after returned by 
Alonl Cenis and Lyon to Paris. AVhen passing through that to\Yn, he laid, 
with extraordinary pomp, amidst an immense concourse of spcciaiors, the 
first stone of the new Place Bellccour, erected on the site of that which had 
An.i ii.cncc been destroyed Jiy the barbarity of the Convention. Napoleon ivas 
toi-arii. jn ]jjg]i spirits during the remainder of the journey; hut his 
triumphs, great as they were, appeared to him but as nothing in comparison 
of those which he yet desired to achieve. “ AVcll,” said he, “ a few more 
great events like those of this campaign, and I may really descend to poste- 
rity : but still it is little enough ; I liave conquered, it is true, in less than two 
years, Cairo, Paris, Milan; but were I to die to-morrow, half a page of general 
history would, after ten centuries, he all that would be devoted to my ex- 


(1) Nop. i. 29.5, 29G, Join. xiii. 300. 

(2) Join. xiii. 301; 302. 


(3) Join. xiii. 304, 305. 
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pious.” ire readied Pans during the night; and nothing could exceed the 
unncrsal transports on the folIo\iing day ivbcn his arrnal Mas knoiNn. 
July * The people had been kept m a cruel state of suspense during his 
absence ; the first ucms they rcccncd of the battle of Marengo was from a 
mercantile traveller mIio left the field at one o’clock, and reported that all 
■was lost(l}. Rich and poor nowvicd with each other in ihpir demonstra- 
tions of joy ; all business was suspended, nothing but songs of triumph were 
lieard in the streets, and at night a general illumination gave vent to the 
universal transports. 

Such was the memorable campaign of Marengo. Inferences of the most 
important kind, both m a moral and political view, maj be drawn from the 
ev ents which occurred during its progress. 

I. Great changes in human affairs never take place from trivial 
caoipsl.B causes The most important effects, indeed, arc often apparently 
owing to inconsiderable springs, but the tram has been laid m all such cases 
«re ^ cQursc of prcvious cvculs, and the last only puls the 
toirfX”* torch to Its extremity A lit of passion milrs. Masliam arrested the 
course of Marlborough’s victories, and preserved the tottering 
kingdom of France, a charge of a few squadrons of horse, under Kcllermann, 
at Marengo, fixed Napoleon on the consular tlironc, and another, with no 
greater force, against the flank of the old guard at ^Yalcrloo, chained him to 
the rock of St.-Uclcna. Superficial observers lament the subjection of human 
affairs to the caprice of fortune or the casualties of chance, but a more en- 
larged observation teacltcs us to recognise in ibeso apparent])' irniat events 
the operation of general laws, and (he last link in a chain of causes winch 
have all conspired to produce (he general result. Mrs Mosham’s passion was 
the uliiniato cause of Marlborough’s overthrow, but that event bad been 
prepared by the accumulating jealous) of ilic nation during llic whole lido 
oMiis victories, and her iiidigiiatioii was but the drop which made the cup 
ov erflow ; KcUermann’s charge, mdeed, fixed Napolcou on ibc throne, hut it 
was the sufferings of (he Revolution, (he glories of the Italian campaigns, the 
triumphs of the Pjraimds, which induced the nation to had his usurpation 
' ' ' * . ! (h hussars broke the Iasi column of 

■ : ' ■ ; ■ . . of the inumph of Wclimglon had 

. . ■ ; _ . , .sular victories and the bloody cata- 

strophe of the iloscow campaign 

sudden resurrcclion of France, when Napohoii assumed 
**‘‘^hclin, is one of the most cxlraordinar) passages of European 
iS^tJ^^ionhistor) , and «ingularly dcscriptiv c of the irresistible reaction in the 
favour ofa hrin govenunent which IncvitabI) arisOs from a long 
course of rcvoluliomry convulsions Let not future ages be deluded by the 
idea that a period of democratic anarchy is one of nalioiial slrcngtli ; it is, 
on the conlrarj , m the end, the certain forerunner of public calanui) . Tbc 
glories of the Rcvolutionar) wars were achieved under tbc despotic rule of 
the Convention, wielding ten limes the power vvhicli was ever enjojed bj 
Louis MV; the effects of dciiiocraiic anarch) appeared upon its dl^>oJu^^Qn, 
m the disasters of the Director) After the fall of tbc Committee of I’ublic 
Safcl), the inumplis of France centred m Napoleon alone; « heft lerjm did 
not command m person, the greatest rcvcr-cs wtrccipcricnctd. In,lTU5the 
Republicans were defeated b) Clairfail on ilic Rhine, in 17% bj the trUi- 
dukc Charles in Germany. In liW their reverses were unexatm.Icd Iwih iu 
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Italy and Germany; from the 9lh Thermidor to the 18th Bruinairc, a period 
of above live years, the fortunes of the Uei)ul)lic were singly sustained by the 
sword of Napoleon and the lustre of his Italian campaigns. When he seized 
the helm in November, 1709, he found the armies defeated and ruined ; the 
frontier invaded, both on the sides of Italy and Germany, the arsenals empty, 
the soldiers in despair deserting their colours, the royalists revolting against 
the government, general anarchy in the interior, the treasury empty, the 
energies of the Republic apparently exhausted. Instantly, as if by enchant- 
ment, every thing was changed; order re-appeared out of chaos, talent 
emerged from obscurity, vigour arose out of the elements of weakness. The 
arsenals were tilled, the veterans crowded to their eagles, the conscripts joy- 
fully repaired to the frontier, la Vendee was pacilied, Iheexchccpier began to 
overllow. In little mure than six months after Napoleon’s accession, the 
Austrians were forced to seek refuge under the cannon of Uhn, Italy was 
regained, unanimity and enthusiasm (uevailed among the people, and the 
revived energy of the nation was linally launched into the career of con- 
quest. Changes so extraordinary cannot be explained by the influence of 
any one man. Great as the abilities of Napoleon undoubtedly were, they 
could not be equal to the Herculean task of reanimating a whole nation. 
It was the transition from anarchy to order, from the tyranny of dema- 
gogues to the ascendant of talent, from the weakness of poi)uIar to the vigour 
of military government, which was the real cause of the change. The vir- 
tuous, the able, the brave, felt that they no longer rerjuired to remain in 
obscurity; that democratic jealousy would not now be permitted to extin- 
guish rising ability; (inancial imbecility crush patriotic exertion ; private 
cupidity exhaust public resources; civil weakness paralyse military valour. 
The universal conviction that the reign of the multitude was at an end, 
produced the astonishing burst of talent which led to the glories of Ma- 
rengo and llohenlinden. 

{hcJba/tcrj Ilf- 'fbe disastrous issue of the German campaign to the Impc- 

of 11 .C om. rialists, is not to be entirely ascribed cither to the genius of Moreau, 

Ci'pcriaihil or the magnitude of the force which the first consul placed at his 
command. It was chiefly owing to the ruinous dispersion of the Austrian 
army and their obstinate adherence to-lhe system of a cordon, when, by 
the concentration of their enemy’s troops, it had become indispensably 
necessary to accumulate adequate forces on the menaced points. Kray, at the 
opening of the campaign, had nearly one hundred and ten thousand men 
at his command; but tins immense force, irresistible -when kept together, 
Avas so dispersed over a line above two hundred miles in length, from the 
.\lps to the Maine, that he could not collect forty-live thousand men to 
resist the shock of the French centre, of nearly double that strength, at 
Engen or Biberach. The loss of these battles, by, piercing the Allied line, 
compelled the Avhole body to fall back, and thus seventy thousand men 
abandoned SAvabia and Franconia Avithout bring a shot, while half their 
number, added to the Austrian centre, Avould have prevented the Repub- 
licans ever crossing the Black. Forest. The brief campaign of -1815 afforded 
another example of the same truth;- the Allied forces, quartered over all 
Flanders, though greatly superior, upon the Avholc to the army of Napo- 
leon Averc inferior to their assailants, both at Ligny and Waterloo; and 
the intrepid daring of Wellington, joined to the devoted heroism of his 
troops, alone prevented in that struggle the continued disasters of Biberach 
and Moeskirch. The successful stand, on the other hand, made by the 
Austrian army when concentrated under the' cannon of Ulm and effec- 
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tual covering ^^hlcIl, in that confined spot, they ga>e to the ^^bole llcredi- 
lary Slates, affords llic clearest proof of the superior efficacy of such an 
assembled force to any cordon, honescr skilfully disposed, in arresting an 
invading enemy. No army wiU c\cr advance into an enemy’s country, 
leaving sixty or eighty thousand men together m their rear, for, m such 
a case, they arc exposed to the danger of losing their communications, and 
being compelled, as at Marengo, to peril all upon the issue of a single battle} 
but nothing is easier than to make double that force, dispersed over a long 
Iine^ abandon a whole frontier, by striking decisnc blows willi a superior 
force at a part ofils extent 1 q fifteen days, the Imperial cordon was driven 
back, by attacks on its centre, from the Rhine to the Danube, for six weeks 
its concentrated force m position at Ulm, not only arrested the victor, but 
cov cred the Imperial frontier, and gamed time for the rev iv al of the spirit of 
the monarchy. 

IV. The successful stand which Kray, with a defeated army, made against 
the vast forces of Moreau for six weeks, under the cannon of Ulm, demon- 
strates (be wisdom and foresight of the Archduke Charles m fortifying, at 


< “ • • _ . 1 _ Ib ... .w ..a •«.» • e 

check which this single fortress gave to the powerful and victorious army of 
Moreau, suggests a doubt, v\hci{icr central are not more serviceable than 
frontier fortifications, or, at least, whether a nation, m contemplation of 
crrkt rrr«t luvosioQ by a powerful and ambitious enemy, should not always 
rjrtTot ".ou 1^0 provided w itU some strongholds in the interior, to the shelter 
laifwtf of which a defeated army may retire, and where it may boUi 
recruit Its losses and recover its spirit. Certain iti», that it is llio want of 
some such pO(nls d'appai that the sudden prostration of Austria, aRcr the 
defeats of Ulm and Eckmuhl, of Prussia, after that of jena; and of Franco, 
afrer the disasters of 181 1 and 1815, afe mainly to bo ascribed. But for iho 
fortifications of ^lcuaa, Austria, before the arrival of John Sobicski, vvould 
have been overwhelmed by the arms ofSohmaDj wiiliout those of Genoa, 
the comiucsl of Italy would havc-hcen complete, and the victorious Austrians 
grouped in irresistible strength m the plains of Piedmont before Ibo Jlepub' 
lican eagles appeared on (he St -Bernard, and but for Ibosc of Torres ^cd^as, 
the arms of England, instead of striking down the pow cr of t ranee on ibo 
field of Waterloo, would have sunk, with lusuo for over tarnished into the 
waters of the Tagus. A mere fortified position, like that of the Drisa, to 
which Barclay dc Tolly retired m 1812, is not sufficient; il is an intrenched 
camp, connected viith a strong fortress, which forms the real formidallc 
obstacle. The defeat of the Prussians, in the first attack on Warsaw lu HOI, 
and the aslomshuig stand made by Shryuccki, with forty thousand regular 
lroops,.agamsl the whole forces of the Russian empire in lb3I, prove iho 
inestimable effect of central fortresses, such as W arsavv and Modlin, lu forming 
aivuclcuslo the national strength, and enabling aii inconsiderable to wiih- 
siand Ibcforccaof a povicrful luonarchy. The JilTacnccbtlviccii central and 
frontier fortresses m this rcsjicu is great and imjioriaiU. The former con- 
slilolc so many secure asylums, round which the national strciiothis agglo- 
merated, m the last struggle for iiaiiuoal independence, and the ninaiiiig 
army find> lUclf strengtheued lU the heart of the empire by the garrisons ot 
the interior fortresses and the new levies who arc diicipUncd wiiluu Ihcir 
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\Yalls, Avhile their fortifications form an imposing stronghold, to the siege of 
^Yhich the largest armies arc hardly adctiuate : the latter proYc an impassable 
harrier only to armies of inconsiderable magnitmle; and if, by an oYcr\Yhelm- 
ing force, the protecting army is compelled to retire, it too often finds itself 
seYcrely ^Yeakened by the great detachments doomed Ihereaftcr to useless 
inactivity in the frontier fortresses. When Napoleon was struck to the earth 
in ISl i, he still held the fortresses on the Kibe and the Ithinc : idjove a hun- 
dred thousand Ycleran troops ^Yere there immured, when he maintained an 
unequalconflictwilh fifty thousand iulheplainsofChampaigue;and that which 
her boasted triple line of fortresses could not do for Krance, would have been 
certainly etfccled by an intrenched camp, like that at Ulm, on Montmartre 
and Belleville. The conclusion to be drawn from that is, not that frontier 
fortresses are totally useless and central ones are alone to be relied on, but 
that the combination of the two is requisite to lasting security; the former 
to cover the provinces and impede an inconsiderable enemy, the latter to 
repel those desperate strokes which arc directed by a gigantic foe at the vitals 
of the stale. 

Mmisof Y. The march of Napoleon across the St.-Bernard, and his con- 
ofcclm"'" sequent seizure of the Austrian line of communication, is one of 
greatest conceptions of military genius, and was deservedly 
crowned by the triumph of Marengo; but, inilie execution of this design, he 
incurred unnecessary hazard (l)j and all but lost bis crown by the dispersion 
of his troops before the final struggle. The forces at his command, after he 
debouched on the plains of Piedtnont, were, including Moncey’s division, 
sixty thousand men; while the Imperialists by no exertions could have 
brought forty thousand into the licid to meet them, so widely were their 
forces dispersed over the vast theatre of their con(|ucsts (2) ; whereas, when 
the die came to be cast on the field of Marengo, the .\ustrians had thirty-one 
thousand, and the French only twenty-nine thousand in line. This but ill 
accords with the principle which he himself has laid down, that the essence 
of good generalship consists, with equal or inferior forces, in being always 
superior at the point of attack. The march to Milan was the cause of this 
’ weakness; while Lannes and Victor, with twenty thousand men, struggled 
with an overwhelming enemy on the banks of the Bormida, twenty-nine 
thousand were in position or observation on the Mincio and' the Po. So great 
a dispersion of force to secure the rear was altogether unnecessary; .for, in 
case of disaster, the French army, after the fort of Bard had capitulated on 
the Ist June, could have retreated as well by the St.-Bernard and Mont Cenis, 
as the Simplon and St.-Golhard. A. forward movement, in conjunction with 
Thureau, after the army, numbering forty thousand combatants, was concen- 
trated at Ivrea on the 2f Ih May, would have delivered Massena, who did not 
capitulate till the 4th June, and added his troops, ten thousand strong, to 
the invading army, while Moncey, Avilh sixteen thousand Avould hav'e ad- 
equately protected the rear; and the retreat of Melas, then far advanced in 
the defiles of the JHaritimc Alps, Avould have been equally cut off. The asto- 
nishing consequences which followed the battle of Marengo, afford ho proof 
that the campaign in this particular was not based on wrong principles; the 
same results might have been gained without the same risk; and it is not the 
part of a prudent genpral to commit to chance Avhat may be gained by com- 
bination. Had the torrent of the Scriyia not SAVollen, and stopped the march 
of the French army on the evening of June 15; had Desaix advanced an hoqr 


(l) Kap. i. 580. 
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later on the iiih, had hellermanu not opportunely charged an unsuspcclm'* 
foe when concealed bv luxunaol >mes, had ilelab not detached hi» cavalry to 
the rear to observe Suchet, the fate of the action would probablj have been 
rev ersed, and Marengo been Pavia scruple need be felt at maUng these 
observations, even m reference to so great a commander The military art, 
like every other branch of knowledge, is progressive, the achievements of 
one age illuminate that winch succeeds it, and mediocnlv can, in the end, 
judge of what geuiusonly could at Grst conceive A school-boj can now solve 
a problem, to vv hicli the minds of Thales and Archimedes alone w ere adequate 
in the commencement of geometry 

m' * 1 f 11^ the conduct of the Austrian commander is examined, it 
will be found to be not less open to exception, previous to the 
battle of Marengo, than that of the First Consul The desire to retain every 
thing, to guard at once all the points which had been gamed, was the cause 
of a dispersion, on Ins part so much the more reprehensible than that of ^a- 
polton, as, being m a conquered country, with ail the fortresses m lus pos- 
session, It was the less necessary Two thousand men would have sufficed for 
the garrison of Torlona, as many for that of Coni The surplus troops thus 
acquired, with the cavalry detached to observe Suchet, would have formed a 
force considerably superior to the reserve of Dcsaix, which would have 
ensured the victory Of what avail were the four thousand men in cither of 
these fortresses tlic next morning, when oil the strong places of Piedmont 
were surrendered to ilic cncniy*^ Thrown into the scale when the beam qui- 
vered after the repulse of Dcsoix, they would have hurled Napokon from the 
consular thronc(l) 

conduct of the Austrian commander, during and after 
the battle, has been the subject of much severe animadversion 
iderrd. from tlic Gcrmau writers Bulow, id particular, has charged him 
with having unnecessarily surrendered the fortresses of Piedmont on tin. fol- 
lowing day, when lie had stiil at comiiiarid a force capable of breaking 
through the enemy, and regaining Iii> communications with Mantua {i) 
Certain itistlialMclas, whose conduct m the outset of the action is worthy of 
tlic highest praise, did not follow up his first successes so vigorously as seems 
to have been possible, that lus dctachiucut of cavalry to the rear was un- 
necessary and eminently hurtful, and it is more than probable (hat, if Aapo- 
I(5oU had been m his place, Marengo would Iia> c been the theatre of as great 
a reverse to the Ilcpublicans as Salamanca or ^ltlona But, in agreeing to 
the armistice on the following day, his conduct appears less liable to cxcip- 
lion lie had then only twenty tliousnnd men on whom he could rely m the 
held, and these, vvitli the garri-oiis in the Piedmontese forlrts'^s, formed the 
chief defence of the \ustrian possessions in Italy llis chief duty w as to pre- 
serve this nucleus of veteran troops for Ihc monarchy, and transport (hem from 
a situation where they were cut olT from ihcir coinmunicaiionsaml coul 1 be 
of little service to their country, to one in winch they were restored to botli 
Perched on the tnnmcs, or ‘hut up m iho walls of Cenoa, Uity would 
have been txpo cd to the whole weight of the army of reserve, wmtu imgtil 
thus liavc been raised, bv the coneciilration of its forces from the tear, to 
forlv five thousand men, besides the victorious (roops of buchti, wiiJi ibc 

^ r,frn»m iiparlv Iwenlv-fivr Ihoiivatid more Ids doubtfcil wlitilnf 
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concentration of seventy thousand combatants, flushed with victory, and 
headed by Napoleon; and if they failed, disasters tenfold greater awaited the 
monarchy. Thirty thousand men might have been made prisoners at once, 
and the walls of Genoa witnessed as great a catastrophe as the heights of* 
Ulra (J). ° 

incpc YIII. The oblique attaeJi, or the attack by column coining up after 
Im’mng coluinu by echellon, has frequently achieved the most decisive 
obl.qU'or-'” success in Avar ; and the victories of Leuthen by Frederic, and Sala- 
manca by Wellington, Avere chiefly oAVing to the skilful use of that 
method of action. But to receive battle in that position is a very diflerent 
matter. To do so is to expose the successive columns to be overwhelmed by 
a superior enemy, Avho, by the defeat of the first, acquires a superiority 
Avhich it becomes afterAvards a matter of extreme difliculty to counterba- 
lance. The action of Montebello Avas an instance of the successful application 
and great effect of an attack in this order; the narrow escape from a catas- 
trophe at Marengo,- an example of the peril to Avhich troops themselves at- 
tacked in such a situation are exposed. The difference between the two is 
important and obvious. When the attacking army advances in echellon, if it 
can overthroAv the first column of the enemy, it throAvs it back upon the one 
in rear, Avhich soon finds itself overpoAV'cred by a torrent of fugitives, or 
shaken by the sight of its comrades in disorder; Avhile, if it is stubbornly re- 
sisted, it is soon supported by fresh troops advancing on its flank, in perfect 
order, to the attack. But Avhen the troops in echellon stand still, all these 
advantages are reversed; the disorder created in front speedily spreads to 
the rear, and the successive columns, instead of coming up to the aid of an 
advancing, too often find themselves overwhelmed by the confusion of a re- 
treating army (2). Napoleon Avas perfectly aware of these principles; he never 
intentionally received an attack in echellon ; at xMarengo, as at Eylau, he Avas 
assailed unaAvares in that position by the enemy, and liis ultimate extrica- 
tion from destruction in both battles Avas OAving to the opportune arrival of 
tropps, Avhom his first orders had removed far from the scene of action, or 
upon events on Avhich no human foresight could have calculated at the com- 
mencement of the struggle. 

IX. When it is recollected that Abercromby’s corps, twelve thousand 
strong,- lay inactive at port Mahon in Minorca during this interesting and im- 
portant crisis, big as the event proved Avith the fate not only of the campaign 
but of the Avar, it is impossible not to feel the most poignant regret at its ab- 
sence from the scene of action ; or to avoid the reflection, that England at 
that period partook too much of the tardiness of her Saxon ancestors; and 
that, like Athelstahe the Unready, she was never ready to strike till the period 
for successful action had passed. What Avould have been the result if this 
gallant force had been added to the Imperialists during their desperate strife 
around Genoa, or throAvn into the scale, Avhen victory Avas so doubtful, to 
meet the troops of Kellermann and Desaix at Marengo ! When it is recollected 
Avhat these veryJmen accomplished in the following year, Avhen opposed to 
an equal force of Napoleon’s veterans on the sands of Alexandria, it is im- 
possible to doubt that their addition to the Allied forces in Italy at this junc- 
ture Avould in all probability have been attended Avilh decisive effects. But, 
notwithstanding all this, it is impossible to say that the British government 

were to blame for this .apparehtly inexcusable inactivity of so important a 
/ 

(l) Rap. Off. d’Autriche, 1823i M3m. clu Dtp. de (2) Join. 27f > 272. 
la Ouerje, iv. 337> 330. 
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reserve. The equality of force at Marengo, it must alw aj s be recollected, as 
not only unforeseen, but could not have been calculated upon by any degree 
of foresight. At the outset of the campaign the Imperialists ■nefe not only 
victorious, but greatly superior to Uieir antagonists in Italy; and even after 
Napoleon and the formidable army of reserve were Ihronu into the balance, 
their advantage nas so marked, that, but for armnousand unnecessary dis- 
persion of force, they must have crushed him on that vvcll-conlested field. 
In these circumstances, no crisis m v^hich their co-operation was likely to be 
attended with important consequences nas to be anticipated m Ibc north of 
Italy; there was no apparent call upon them to alter the direction of a force 
destined for important operations either on the shores of Provence or on the 
banks of the Nile; and the British historian must therefore absolve the English 
government from any serious hlamc m this matter, however much he may 
lament the absence of a band of v ctcrans stationed so near the scene of action, 
which was adequate, as the event proved, to have turned (he scales of for- 
tune and altered the deiUfiies of iho nnrid. 
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Universal Joy in Franco al ilio victory of Marengo— Treaty provioiuly .signed belnocn Au.siri.i 
anJ I'liAaiul— Cooil faittx of Iho linporial Govctiinn ni in ailticrin^ to it— Uoiinl .Sl.'Julieit 
arrives at Paris and .siens prcliiniiiatio>, wliicit are iltsavowoil liv llio liiijierial ('aliiiiel— Nc- 
itojialioiK with l-^n^tand for an a^mi^lic^^ tthlrti fail from tlic nnrcMvm.iliIo (icniaiids of 
France— Coiisjtitacv to a>s,i>,sinate .Napoleon— Pteiiarations of France for a reiunval of 
liostiliiie,'.— AnJ of Austria— I'nt Itus.M.ianJ Prus'ia keep aloof from llie contest- I-.n^lisli 
cvpcJition unJi’r.Sir .lanu-.s Pnitenov fails at Fcrrol— AnJ from ilreaj of lln* plague Ji eliiica 
to attack CaJii— SurrenJer of Malta to tlie Itritish IJockaJin^ siinailroii— Alfairs of Italy — 
Election of Pope Pins Vll at Venice— Hostility of Naples .mil insiirrecliun of PieJnioiil 
against France- 1 lieFrcncIi crii'li the insurrection in Hie Tuscan .Si.ites with gre.it cruelty 
— I.cgluirii is seucJ anJ tlie laigluli inercli.iinlisc conlKcateil — l.ast remnant of .Swiss in- 
Jependiiice i.s ilesiroyeJ— Ua|iiure of .Surinam ami Demeiar.i 1>) il>u iCn..li.sli s<|uatlroib — 
Permanent incor()orailon of tlie N'eilierl.inJs iviili Franee-Descnptiun of the line oftlie 
Inn— Project of the Imperialists— Hostilities on the lamer Uliiiie.— 1 lie Ansiriaiis advance 
into Pavaria— .'lovemciits of .Moreau— Great success of the Austii.iiis in llie outset- French 
retire to HolieiilinJen — Ueseripliuii of the lleld of h.iltle— .\tde plans of .^lorl•au— I'.itllo of 
Holienliiiilen- Dreadful .struggle .it llte cnlraiicc of llie Forest— IJeeisive charge of P.iclie- 
paiise— The Austrian line of ciimiiiiinicalion is inieroepted— Great victory gaineil hy the 
French -Its prodigious conseiiueiici.s— .Merit uf .Munau m gaming it— 1 he Aiisinaiis retire 
hrhind the Inn— .‘"kili'ul manamvre hy uliicli the pas.‘.igeof ili.it riser was drected hy .Mo- 
reau- llapii] advance of iheFreiiili towards .SaUtiiirg—'l I.ey .ire defeated hy the Au.stri.iii 
Cavalry in Iroiit of that town— Hut the Imperialists arc iieveriliele.ss olilirt'd to retire .Mo- 
reau puslieson towards Viemia— Gte.it successes gaimd hy his ailv.iiieed guard — '1 he.Vrch- 
duke Jom.s the army, hui cannot arre.st the disaster — An armistice is .igreed to- Operatioiii 
of the army on the M.iiiie— AnJ in the Grisoiis — Designs of N'.ipoleoii there— Description 
of the ridges to he surmounted— Napoleon's design for the p.issage of that mouiitam- Pre- 
parations of Macdonald for crossing it— Desciipiiun of iln' passage of tlieSplu.en — Eviremu 
difficulties evperieiieed hy (he Freiicli troops iii llie pas5a.,e— Heroism of .\l.<edoiMld m per- 
sisting notwiilisiaiiiliiig — Hoarrivi.s at Cliiaveiina, on the E.ike of Como - Unwortliy jea- 
lousy of this passage display eil hy N'.ipoleoii— He is plaeed under the orders of ! rune— Dif- 
' Ilcult pa.ss.ige of Hie Col Apriga — .\tt.ick on the .Mont 'I onal— In which Hie Frencli are 
repulsed— Positions and forces of the French and Austrians in Italy- First operations of 
Brunc— Passage of the Mincio- Desperate cunflict of Hie (roups who had pus.sed over— 
Brune at IcngHi relieves them, and Hie passage is conijileled— Great losse.s ol llie Imperia- 
lists— Bellegardo retires to Caldiero— Advance of Hu* Bepiihlicans m the valley of the Adigo 
-Alarming situation of Laudon on the Upper Adige— .Mjeiloiidld makes his way into Hie 
Italian Tyrol Laudon is surrounded at Trent- Heescapeshya lateral p.ilh to liass.nio — 
Bcllcgarde retires to Bassano and Treviso — Armistice concluded at the hitter jil.ice- Iiisiir- 
rectiou breaks out in Piedmont— ^'eapoli(alls■ invade (he Kumaii slates, and are loi.illy de- 
feated— Queen of Naples Hies to Sl.-Petershnrg to implore the aid of Paul— Napoleon w'lll- 
ingly yields to his intercession — Peace hetwceii France and Naples at Foliguo— Its eoiidi- 
lions— French take posse.ssion of the vvliolo Neapolitan terriiorie.s— Sieve of Elba — Its 
gallant defence hy the English garrison— Treaty of l.uiniville— '1 lie Emperor siihscrihe.s for 
the empire as well as Austria— Evtravagaiil joy excited hy this jieaoeat Pari.s — liiiporiaiit 
. consequences of this treaty on the internal situation of Oermaiiy Belleclioiis on this cam- 
paign— The real object of the war was already gamed hy the Allies— Evidence of Napoleon’s 
. implacable hostility to England -Increasing and syslemalic pillage of Hie jicople hy IheKe- 
puhlican armies— Symptoms of patriotic and general resistance spring up. 


Fit.vNCE soon experienced the beneficial results of the triumphs in Italy 
and the successes in Germany. Jlorc passionately desirous than any other' 
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Unlvpml people m Europe of miruarj glory, its citizens rcceired nmiU the 
»7«"e .t utmost enthusiasm Uic accounts of their jictoncs, and the angry 
thp^v 0 or, passions of the Ue^ oluiion, worn out by suffering, willingly turned 
into joyful comparison of Uicir present triumphs with the disasters 
■which had preceded the return of the first consul The battle of Marengo 
fixed Napoleon on the consular throne The Jacobins of Pans, the ftojahsls 
of the west, "nere alike o\cr\vhcIiDcd by that auspicious event, and two 
August English expeditions, winch appeared, as usual too late, on the 
coast of Britanny and la Vendee, under Sir Edward PeUcw and Sir James 
Pultency (1), were unable to rouse the inhabitants to resistance against llio 
triumphant authority of the capital 

before intelligence was rccencd of the battle of Ma- 
' reiigo, a treaty for the furllier prosecution of the war had been 
r/”en ^ signed at Vienna, between Austria and Great Britain By this 
Md tng convention it was provided, that witlim three months England 
urA. to pay to Austria a loan of L 2,000,000 sterling, to bear no 

interest during the continuance of the war, and that neither of the high 
contracting parlies should make any separate peace w ilh the enemy, during 
the period of one year from us date (2) 
c«df* The disastrous lutelligencc of the defeat at Marengo, and llie 
armistice of Alexandria, followed up as it soon was by similar 
Sn'u, pressing calamUies m Germany, could not shake 

M » the firmness or good faith of the Austrian cabinet The luncxiblo 
Thugut, who llien pvsidcd over its councils, opposed to all the represen- 
tations with which ho was assailed, as to the penis of the monarchy, the 
treaty Tcuntly concluded with Great Britain, and the disgrace which would 
nltacli to the Imperial government if, on tho first appearance of danger, 
engagements of such long endurance and so solemnly tnicrcd into were to 
be abandoned hor did tho situation of affairs justify any such desponding 
measures If the battle of Marengo had lost Piedmont to the allied powers, 
the strength of the Imperial army was still unbroken, it had exchanged a 
disadvantageous offensive position m the 1 igurian mouniainsfor an advan- 
tageous dcfcnsiv c one on (he frontiers of Lombardy , the canuon of Mantua, 
so formidable to trance m 1706, still remained to arrest the progress of (ho 
■victor, and the English forces of Vbctcromby, jomed to the hcapolitau 
troops and the Imperial divisions m Ancona andTviscany, would prove too 
tormvdablc a body on the right ttanV of the ItcpubUcaus to permit any 
considerable advance towards the Hereditary States hor were affairs by 
any means desperate in Germany The advance of Moreau into Bavaria, 
while Elm and Ingolsiadt were unreduced, was a perilous measure, (bo 
line of the Inn furnislud a defensive frontier not surpassed by any >n 
Europe, ilaiikcd on one side by (he mountains of Tyrol, and on tho other 
by the provinces of Bohemia, both iii the po«scs»ion of the Imperial forces, 
ihcslrcuglh of Uic monarchy weuld be more strongly felt, and rciufurcc- 
inculs more readily obunned, when the enemy aj proached its /fo«licr», 
and the ancient patriotism of the inhabitants were called forth by tlic nwr 
approach of danger, aud the disastrous i»suc of tho campaign of IT’JU to the 
Jlcpuhhcan forces proved how easy wai> the transidou from an unsupported 
advance to a rmnous retreat i mally , the treaty of Cainpo V orinio had only 
been signed after a whole camjiaign of disasters, andwheu thestauJ^dsof 
Trance were almost willua sight of Titnna, aud it would be di»gfaceful 
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subscribe Ibc same comlilions when the Imporlal banners ^Yere still on the 
Slincio, or lose the fruits of a long scries of triumphs in the terror produced 
by a single misfortune ( I ). 

On, at St.- Influenced by these considerations, the Austrian cabinet resolved 

mo" lo gain time ; and if they could not obtain tolerable terms of peace, 
hazards of a renewal of the war. Count Sl.-Julleu 
lanui.-iif., arrived at Paris on the Slsi inly, as plenipotentiary on the part 
of .Austria, bearing a letter from the Kinperor, in wliich ho slated : “ You 
will give credit to every thing which Count St.-Julien shall say on my 
part, and I will ratify whatever he shall do.” In virtue of these powers, 
preliminaries of pe.ace were signed at Paris in a few days by the French and 
.Austrian ministers. The “ treaty of (lanipo Formio was taken as the basis 
of the definitive pacification, unless whore changes had become necessary; 
it was provided that the frontier of the Ubine should belong to France, 
and the indemnities sti[)ulaled for Austria by the secret articles of the treaty 
of Campo Formio were to be given in Italy instead of Germany (2).” 

\yt. d. »to iiiis treaty was signed by Count St.-Julien in virtue of the 
vJrufc'r" Emperor only, and without an exchange of full 

Iliad. powers, it was provided that “ these preliminary articles shall be 
ratified, and that they shall not bind their respective governments till 
after the ratification." The cabinet of Vienna availed themselves of this 


clause to avoid the ratification of these preliminary articles, in subscribing 
which their plenipotentiary had not entered into the views of his government, 
lie was accordingly recalled, and the refusal to ratify notified on the Jijlh 
August, the appointed time, by Count I.ehrbach, accompanied, however, 
by an intimation of the wish of the Imperial cabinet to make peace, of the 
treaty which bound them not to do so without the concurrence of Groat 
Britain, and of the readiness of the latter power to enter into negotiations, on 
authority of a letter from Lord .Minto, the British ambassador at Vienna, to 
Baron Thugut(3j. 

iigfulmu Napoleon either was, or alTccted to be, highly indignant at the 

Ku’ar. ’■®^^sal by Austria to ratify the preliminaries, and he immediately 

mijiic-. gave notice of the termination of the armistice on the iOth Sep- 
tember, and sent orders for the second army of reserve, which was organizing 
at Dijon, to enter Switzerland on the 3ih of that jnonth, and ordered Au- 
gereau, with eighteen thousand men from Holland, to take a position on the 
Lahn, in order to co-operate with the extreme left of Moreau’s army. But 
he soon returned to more moderate sentiments, and dispatched full powers 
to M. Otto, who resided at London as agent for the exchange of prisoners, 
to conclude a naval armistice with Great Britain. The object of this proposal, 
hitherto unknowm in European diplomacy, wais to obtain the means, during 
the negotiations, of throwing supplies into Egypt and Malta, the first of 
which stood greatly in need of assistance, while the latter was at the last 
extremity from the vigilant blockade maintained for nearly two years by 
the British cruisers (4). 

No sooner -was this proposal received by the English government, than 
they proceeded to signify their anxious dOsirc to be included in the general 
pacification, and proposed, for this purpose, that passports should be for- 
warded for Lord Grenville’s brother to proceed, in the character of pleni- 
potentiary of Great Britain, to the congress at Luneville; but they declined 


(1) Join. xiv. 7, 8. ( 3 ) Bum. v. 8, 8. Ki'p. H. 2. 3. 

(2) 28tli July, 1800. Stale Paper.?, Ann. Reir. h) Pari. Hi.. ’‘Xnv. SlO, 5^2. .Tnin.xiv. 3, 

130,278. Diiiii, i), 10. Alin. IVcg. 1800, 211. 
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to agree Co ana\al armistice, as a thing toialI> untno^nj, tilj the prelimi- 
naries of peace had been signed ^apolcnn, ho-ncrer, rc»o\ulciy bent on 
sa\ing Malta and Egjpt, continued to insist on the immediate adoption of a 
naial armistice as a sine qaa non, and signified that, unless it v,as agreed 
to before the lltli September, he would recommence hostilities both m Italy 
and German) (i) 

Iho urgency of the case, and the imminent danger which lustnr noald 
run, if the war were renewed on the continent at so ^arly a period, induced 
the cabinet of London to forego iheadvanlagcswhich a declinature of the pro- 
posals of the First Consul promised to alford to the maritime interests of 
GreaLBntnin On the 7th September, therefore, they presented toil Otto a 
counter project for the general suspension of hostilities between the belli- 
gerent powers. By this it was proposed that an armistice should tale place 
by sea and land, during which the ocean was to be open to the navigation of 
trading vessels of both nations, Malta and the harbours of Eg)pt were to be 
put on the same footiug as Him , PluUps!hviTg,h , awd IwgelsUdt , the m Kwstvte 
of Parsdorf, that is to say, they were to be provisioned for fourteen dajs, 
from lime to time, during the dependence of ilienegolialion The blockade 
of Brest and the mantime ports was to be raised, but the British squadrons 
were to remain on Uicir stations off their mouihs, and ships of war were not 
to he permitted to sail Aoilung could be more equitable towards Franco, or 
generous towards Austria, than these propositions. They compensated the 
recent disasters of the Impcnalists by land w iih concessions b) the British at 
sea, where llicv had constantly been victorious, and had nothing to fear, they 
placed the blockaded fortresses wjiicli the French retained on the ocean, on 
the same footing with those which the Impcnalists suU held tn the centre of 
Germany, and abandoned to (he vanquished on one element those advantages 
of a free navigation, which they could not obtain by force of arms, m con- 
sideration of the benefits accruing from a prolongation of the arunsucc to 
their allies on another (t) 

^apolv.on, however, insisted upowacondvUonwhich ultimately proved fatal 
to the negotiation. This was, that the trench shipsof the line only should bO 
confined to their ports, but that frigates should havefircc Iihcrty of cgrciS, 
and that six vcascis of that description should be allowed to go from Toulon 
to Alexandria without being visited by the English cruisers Uo lias told us 
mills ** Memoirs” what be Intended to luve done with these frigates They 
k^usfpt. vvcrc lobe armed enputf, and to have earned out three thousand 
SIX hundred troops, besides great miUtary stores, to Alexandria Mhal 
wbichoii rendered this condition peculiarly unreasonable was, that at (bo 
moment (20lb September) when M Olio declared to the Brihsh 
Government that the condition as to these frigates was a itne qua 
rtVae*'' non for the conlmualionof the negotiation, he addressed to Moreau 


made a condition for ihcprwcivolionof the inaritime blockaded fortresses * 
sine ffua non with the British GovLmmeut, he made the faunedi4(c <Y«/fl/i of 
the corresnomimg blockaded ones on the coiiimcnl an indivpcnMblo couui- 
lionofa conlnmalion uf tiio aiiiiiiCite witli llio lusiran Cjliiml ii llir« 
simuluncous jiropobiuotu u to Iw scca lilllo ol Hal spirit ot niixiu.iiw 
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which he so loudly professed, hut much of that inflexible desire for aggran- 
disement, which so long was attended with success, but ultimately occasioned 
his ruin (J). , 

The Imperialists, with the dagger at their throats, were in no condition to 
resist the demands of the victor. A new convention was therefore concluded 
asih Sept. at Ilohenlinden, on the 28th September, by which the cession of the 
three German fortresses was agreed to, and the armistice was prolonged for 
forty-five days. A similar convention, signed at Castiglione a few days after- 
wards, extended the armistice for the same period to the Italian peninsula (2). 

The English Government, however, was under no such necessity ; and as 
Napoleon peremptorily refused to abandon his condition as to despatching six 
gth Oct. frigates to Egypt, the negotiation was broken oIF, the Cabinet of the 
Tuileries having declared that they would treat only with each of the two 
courts separately. This was equivalent to its total abandonment, as both the 
allied powers had intimated to France, that they were bound by the recent 
convention to treat only in concert with each other (3). 

Conspiracy soonci' was it evident that Great Britain would not consent to 

'sinato^Na. demands of the first consul, than he resolved to prosecute the 

poiion. war with vigour against Austria. Qn the 8th October, accordingly, 
the portfolio of the war oIDce was put into the hands of Carnot, with instruc- 
tions to redouble his exertions to put all the armies immediately on a footing 
to resume hostilities. On the same day on which this took place, a plot to 
assassinate Napoleon at the opera was discovered by the police; Ceracchi and 
Demerville, the leaders of the conspiracy, and both determined Jacobins, 
were arrested and executed. It originated in the remains of the democratic 
faction, and served to increase the already formed exasperation of the first 
consul at that party (4). 

prcpara-: During the interval of hostilities, both parties made the most in- 

Fra"nc“for dcfatigable efforts to put their armies on a respectable footing, and 
on'csuiu prepare for a vigorous prosecution of the war. A corps of fifteen 
*>“. thousand men was formed at Dijon, under the name of the second 
army of reserve, the command of which was intrusted to General Macdonald, 
already well known by his campaigns in Naples, and the battle of the Trebbia. 
The official ireports gave out that it was to consist of thirty thousand, and 
even Macdonald himself Avas led to believe it amounted to that force ; the 
object in spreading this delusion was to augment the troops, which the Aus- 
trians, recollecting Avhat the first army of reserve had effected, would deem 
it necessary to watch his operations. It Avas destined to penetrate through the 
Grisons into the Tyrol, and threaten the flank of the Imperialists either in 
Italy or Germany, as circumstances might render advisable. Another army, 
20,000 strong, Avas assembled, under Augereau, on the Maine; it Avas intended 
to advance along the course of that riA'er to Wurtzburg, and threaten Bohe- 
mia, so as to prevent the troops in that province from undertaking any thing 
against the flanks or rear of the grand army under Moi-eau in Bavaria. That 
army was raised to above 110,000 men, all in the highest state of discipline 
and equipment; the soldiers were all neAvly clothed, the artillery and cavalry 
remounted, and all the materiel in the finest possible state; the Republic had 
never, since the commencement of the Avar', had on foot an army so perfect 
in its composition, so admirably organized, and so completely furnished with 
all the appointments requisite for carrying on a campaign. The army of Italy 

(1) His. .%xxv. 566, 583. Nap. ii. 8, g. Dura. (3) Bum. v. 13, t-i. Nap. ii. g. 

V, 12,14. Ann. Reg. 1800,215. (4) Join, xiv', 24- 

(2) Join. xiv. 15. , ^ 
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was reinforced to 80,000 menj its cavalry and artillery were in an e>pecial 
manner augmented , and, besides these great forces, a rcser^ e of 10,000 chosen 
troopswas formed at Am.ens, to watch the mo^cmc'nts of the English expe- 
ditions, and which, as soon as they proceeded to the coast of Spain, was moicd 
to the south to support the armj of Italy or ihe.Gnsons. In all, the Republic 
had 2i0,000 men in the held, ready for actnc operations (1) ; and besides 
this, there was nearly an equal force m Egypt, Malta, in the depots of the in- 
terior, or stationed along the coasts. 

And ot '» ■ ■ ■ . ■ ... I ■ I . . • 

■ ‘‘I . ; . . 

of England. cuj i - 

habitants shone forth with more lustre, nor all ranks co-operated with more 
enthusiastic aeal, m the measures for the common defence, ho sooner was it 
announced, b) the refusal of hapolcon to treat with either court separately, 
that peace was no longer to be hoped for, than the generous Hamc, like an 
• ... ! . I . r 

I i s'*.. . : 

himself at the head of the army, and actually repaired to the Inn for that 
purnose. Ills nrosence excited to the hi/;hest degree the spirit of the people 

i . I ‘ ‘ . 4 I ’.I 

}. • . . . ... , I 

i. i.w' j i. . ' I I . I .. ^ . . . : I 

to that accofnplishcd prince a helmet set willt magmricent jewels. TIicso 

warlike measures excited (he utmost enthusiasm among all classes; (ho 

peasantry ocry where dew to arms; the nobles >icd willi cacli other in the 

equipment of regimcntiof liorsc, or (lie contribution of largcsiitns of money; 

ctcry town and siUago resounded with (he note of military preparation. But 

unfortunately ilic jealousy, or erroneous mcws of ihc Auhe Council, were 

but ill calculated (o turn to the best account (Ins general burst of patriotic 

spirit; (he Arclidul 

wishes of the army, 

bead (he forces on t . , 

(he government of Bohemia. Kray, whose (alcn(s at Ihn had so long arrested 
the progress of disaster, was dismissed to Ins estates m Hutigar), while Iho 
command of his army was given (o (he Archduke fohn, a joungnvin of£rMt 
nrmnt<(* ^n^I ilinroii-’l) inilif.irv cilucation, but whose mcxpcriciicc, even 


obtained from Bavaria, the cession of Pliihpsburgh, Llin, andliiguUiaUI, iiail 
rendered disposable 18,000 more; and (he recruits from ihcintcnoraniountcJ 
to 13,000 men. These addilions ]iad so far counlcrbalaiiccJ (he heavy losses 
sustained during the campaign by sickness, faUguc, and (he sword, tliat (ho 
Imperialists could reckon upon 110,000 ctfccdvc men on tlic Inn, (o defend 
(lie frontiers of the Hereditary btates. But this great force, after the usual 
svslcm of the Austrians, was weakened by tho vast client of country over 
which it was spread. The right, 27,000 strong, occupied Ilaiisbon and iha 


(I) n«i8.» 16. II. !«».»(•. 
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Palaiinntc; the left, consisting of 18,000 men, under Hiller, was stationed in 
the German Tyrol : so that not more than 00,000 combatants could be relied 
on to maintain the important line of the Inn. In Italy, I'icld-marshal Belle- 
garde had 100,000 under his command, bjit they too were weakened by the 
immense line they had to defend; 1.‘>,(U)0 were in the Italian Tyrol, under 
Davidowich; 10,000 in' Ancona and Tuscany; 20,000 were formed of the 
IS'eapolitan troops, who could be little relied on : so that, for the decisive 
shuck on the .Mincio, not more than 00,000 etfcctive men could be as- 
sembled (I). 

iiui lu...':. ?s'or was the Imperial Cabinet less active in its endeavours to 

awl I'fUvsU I # t * * 

awaken tlie northern powers to a sense oi the dangers which me- 
naced them, from the great abilities and evident ambition of the lirst con- 
sul. Special envoys were despatched to .St.-Petcrsbnrg and Berlin to endea- 
vour to rouse the Uussian and Prussian cabinets into activity, but in vain. 
Frederick ^Yilliam persisted in the system of neutrality which he had so long 
pursued, and was ilestined so bitterly to expiate ; and the Emperor Paul, in- 
tent upon his newly-aciiuired ideas of the freedom of the seas, refused to 
embroil himself with France, and in the pursuit of the imaginary vision of 
maritime independence, fixed upon Europe the real evils of territorial slavery. 
He retained a hundred and twenty thousand men inactive, under Kl resorr 
and Count Pahlen, on the frontiers of Lithuania, who, if thrown into the scale 
at this critical moment, might have righted the balance when it was begin- 
ning to decline, and saved llussia from the rout of Austerlilz and the confla- 
gration of Moscow (2) . 

It is painful to be obliged to add, that the military efforts of England, 
though intended to follow out the true spirit of the alliance, were not better 
4 i!> June. calculatod to aid the common cause. On the ith June an attack was 
made on the forts in Quiberon bay, by the sipiadrou under the command of 
Sir Edward Pcllew; but after gaining a trifling success, and dismantling the 
fortifications, they embarked without making any permanent impression. 

Farly in July a secret expedition, under the command of Sir 
Mr Jaitiri Janies Pultcnev, consisting of eight thousand men, sailed for the 

fiiuai coast of France. It first appeared off Belle-Isle; but as the strong 

jui^b! works on that island rendered any attack a dillicult enterprise, it 
shortly made sail from the coast of France, and landed in the neighbourhood 
of Ferrol. After two skirmishes, in which the Spaniards were defeated, the 
British took possession of the heights which overlook the harbour, and every 
thing promised the immediate reduction of that important fortress, with the 
Sipt. j 3. fleet within its walls, yvhen the English commander, intimidated by 
the rumour of reinforcements having reached the town, withdrew his forces, 
and made sail for Gibraltar, where Abcrcroinby, with the expedition Avhich 
had so long lain inactive at Port Mahon, awaited his arrival (3). 
ut”^.i'uf"!hu union of two squadrons, having on board above twenty thon- 
pu;«c“ jf-'" sand English troops, in the straits of Gibraltar, excited the utmost 
ucTcadu!" alarm through the Avhole Peninsula. Tliis armament, the greatest 
Avhich had yet sailed from the British shores during the Avhole Avar, menaced 
alike Carlhagena, Seville and Cadiz. Reinforcements from all quarters Avere 
hastily directed to the lines of St.-Roch in front of Gibraltar ; vessels Avere 
sunk at the entrance of the harbour of Cadiz, and all the means adopted 
Avhich could be thought of to repel the threatened attack. The British com- 

( 1 ) Nap. ii. 19,20. Join. xiv. 72, 73. Dum. v. (3) An.n. Uoj. 1800, 2l2, 213- Join, xiv, 40, -17. 

20, 21. Doiu. V, -12. 

(2) Dam. V. 21,22. Join. xiv. 23, 24. ■ 
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manderS) instead of making sail, the moment they arrived, for ihc isle of 
St -Leon, lay abo\ea forinight inactne in the straits of Gibraltar, and at 
Oct 5 length appoarcdgirCadizontheStliOctobcr. ^se^er^>asa/norefo^- 
midablc armament assembled j the naval forces consisted of Incntj sail of the 
line, enty-sei on frigates, and eighty-four transports, ba\ mg on board abo^ c 
twenty thousand foot soldiers. As far as the eye could reach, the ocean \\as 
covered by the innumerable saiU of the British armada, which seemed des- 
tined to revenge upon Spam the terrors of the celebrated armament winch 
had been baffled by the hrmness of Elizabctli Noways intimidated by iho 
formidable spectacle, the Spanish governor wrote a touching IcUcr to the Bri- 
tish commanders, m w Inch he adyured them not to add to lliccalamilics which 
already oierwhclmed the inhabitants from an epidemic which earned olT 
several hundreds of persons daily They replied, that the townwonldnot be 
attacked if the ships of war were delivered up; and as this was not acceded to, 
preparations were made forlandmg the troops, but before they could debark, 
the accounts, received of the yellow fever within its walls were so serious, 
that the British commanders apprehended tliat if the city were taken, the 
ulterior objects of tho expedition might be frustrated by the ctTcct of the con- 
tagion among the troops, and withdrew from the infected isle to the straits of 
Gibraltar fl), 

ofMltw'io But while tltc honour of the British arms was tarnished by the 
failure of such mighty force* on the western coast of Europe, an 
cv ent of (lie u(ino>i importance to the future progress of the mar- 
Uimcwar occurred in the Mcdilcttancan Malta, which for above two years 
had been closely blockaded by the Drilish forces by land and sea, began, in 
(ho course of tins summer, to experience the pangs of hunger. Two frigates 
sailed from the harbour in tlic end of August w iih part of the garrison, one of 
winch was speedily taken by the British cruizcrs At length, all Ihcir means 
of subsistence having been exhausted, a capitulation was entered into in the 
middle of September, m virtue of which the French were to bo conveyed os 


British doininions(3) 

The hopes of tho Imperial cabinet, m the c\ ent of a renew al of the 
>^ar, were not a little founded on the hostile attitude of the south 
' v/b c*' , the arrival of the English expedi- 
tion rlain degree of consistency. Pope 

Pius • , iscapthity m Irancc, and (lied m 

March of this v car The choice of the Itoman Couclav e, assembled, under tho 
Imperial mnuciicc, al > cnicc, fell on the Cardinal Clnarainontc, who aismncd 
the tiar.i, under the title of Pius VH At the same lime w lieu be ascended tho 
Papal ihroucllic inhabitanisofUomcwcresuniring severely under Hie exac- 
tions of the Ncapohlans, and he wisely resolved to do Ins ulmovl to alleviate 
their misfortunes. M illioul, therefore, engaging openly In llio war, he lent 
a willing car lo the proposiUons which the Ucvl consul, "bo cxtrcmilf 
desirous of the support of the supreme pontitT, mstanllj made lo him. But 
the Ollier parts of Italy were in the most hostile slate. .V body of ten thou- 
sand Acajiolilans had taken a position on the Troiito tciwciu the L’p;»cr 

{0 v»“ R»£ iioaaia J«» u) W i»co.rit. •»<« ^ 
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IloifiliU of Abruzzc aiul Ihc march of Ancona; a Neapolitan division, under 
llUUIH'i'tlCitlS Count Hogcr do Damns, was in ihoUoman status; Piedmont, in con- 
stornation at tin; rocont annexation of the Novarese Icirilory to the 
rnnee, Cisalpine republic, aud the innumerable oppressions of the French 
armies, was in so agitated a slate, that a spark might blow it into open com- 
bustion; while the peasants of Tuscany, in o[ten insurrection to support the 
Imperial cause, presented a tumultuary array of seven or eight thousand 
men. These bands, it is true, were little formidable to regular troops in the 
field; but as long as they continued inarms, they required to be watched by 
ilctachmcuts, which diminished the strength of the army; and it was one of 
the motives which induced Napoleon to accede to the prolongation of the ar- 
mistice with Austria, that it woidd give liim time, during its continuance, to 
clear his Hank of these troublesome irregulars ( 1). 

Ti.<-KrT«ii As the armistice, by a strange oversight, did not extend to the 
rmr!.'.'” Italian powers, and the Knglishexiicdition was detained in useless 
ftVat’ “*'** demonstrations on the coast of Spain, it was no difiicult matter for 
irutiij. tiic French trooi)Stocirect this object. General Sommariva, to whom 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany had intrusted the military forces of his states, was 
rapidly proceeding with the organization of the peasants in the Apennines, 
when Dupont, early in October, intimated to him, that unless the insurrection 
was forthwith disbanded, he would move against Tuscany with a formidal)Ic 
force. As those .summonses met with no attention, the French troops ad-' 
vanced in great force, in three columns. After a vain attempt to defend the 
Apennines, Florence was occupied on the liiih. The Austrians, under Soni- 
Oci. li, mariva, retired towards .Ancona, and the greater part of the insur- 
gents retired to Arezzo, where they resolved to defend ihetnselves to the last 
oci, J3. extremity. An attempt to force open the gates Iiaving failed, tlic 
Frcneli General .Meunier made preparations for a general a.ssaull, which took 
place on the following morning at five o’clock. Nothing could resist the im- 
petuosity of the French columns; the grenadiers mounted the 
scaling ladders amidst a shower of balls; (pjickly they made themselves mas- 
ters of the rampart, and chasing the unhappy peasants from house to house, 
and street to street, soon lilled the town with conflagration and carnage. The 
slaughter was dreadful ; a few cscnjied by subterraneous passages, and made 
good their flight into the country; others retired into the citadel, which was 
.soon obliged to surrender at discretion, and was razed to the ground ; but by 
far the greater number perished in tho town, under the sword of an irritated 
and relentless victor (2). 

Lcfiltorn is This bloody stroke proved fatal to the Tuscan insurrection. The 
■tu<rEnsii"ii fugitives who escaped the carnage, spread far and wide the most 
dismal accounts of the fate of their unhappy comrades, and the 
peasants, thunderstruck with the rapidity and severity of the blow, 
lost no time in deprecating the wrath of an enemy who appeared irresistible. 
Sommariva, fettered by the armistice with Austria, retired entirely from the 
Tuscan stales, and the inhabitants, left to their own means of defence, had 
no resource but in immediate submission. A strong division was immediately 
despatched to Leghorn, which entered the place without opposition, and af- 
ter the barbarous method of carrying on war now adopted by the first con- 
sul, instantly confiscated the whole English property in the harbour and 
town. Forty-six vessels, with their cargoes, besides 750,000 quintals of wheat 



188 HISTORY OF KUROPE. [Chap.XXXU. 

and barley, and 00,000 (juintals of dncd %cgeiablcs, ^\cre thus obtained for 
the use of the army, an acquisition of great importance to iis future opera- 
tions ( 1 ) ; but A^hich, like all other ill-goilcn gams, m the end recoiled upon 
the heads of those -who acquired them, and contributed to form that deep and 
unn ersal hatred at the French dominion, Inch at length precipitated ^apo- 
kon from the throne. 

otuc. At the same period the Swiss, whose divisions and democratic 
Uitrrn,. transports had exposed ihcir country to the goeriiies of Ilepubh- 
can conquest, were doomed to dram to the dregs the cup of misery 
and humiliation. The shadow c>cn of their independence vanished 
before the armed intervention of the Orst consul. The numerous insurrections 
of the peasants against the enormous requisitions of the Republican agents; 
the obstinate resistance of the parlizans of the ancient constitutions ; tlic ge- 
neral anarchy and dissolution of government which prevailed, loudly called 
. . . N . . . . .1 : ! , ’ 

. ■ ■ I. ■ . . ■ .1 

ted his orders; a declaration which at oucc brought the whole counlr) un- 
der the immediate sway of the central government althoTmlencs ( 2 ). 
upiun of The English in the course of this ) car made thcmsclv Cs masters of 
Surinam, Rcrbicc, St.-Eustachc, and bcmcrara, Dutch settlements 
rtrn»«At on the mainland and in (be islands of the M cst Indies. At (he same 
tlmc^apokon published an edict, pcnnaneiill) incorporating the 
hndi" .16 acquired by the Republic on ibe left bank of the Rhino, 

rose* and extending the French laws and msliiuiions to these valuable 
acquisitions. Thus, while England was extending its might) arms over both 
hemispheres (3), France was laying its iron grasp on iho richc»l and most 
important prov inccs of Euroi»c. The strife could not be oilier than desperate 
between two such powers. 

sttsvn Such was the state of Europe when ihc^armisticc of Hohcnhndcn 
was denounced by the first consul, and hostilities recommenced at all points 
in the end of Xov ember. 

Rad the Aulic Council determined to remain on the defensive, no 
au)*ua line was more capable of opposing an obstinate resistance to the 
invader than that of the Inii. That nver, which docs not )iclJ to the Rhine 
either in the impeluosit) or the volume of waters which it rolls towards the 
Danube, meanders m the Tyrol, as far os huGicin, between inacccssihlo ridges 
of inouiiiatiis, wtio^c sides, darkened with pmc forests, are surmounted by 
bare peaks, occasionallv streaked, even in the height of summer, with snow. 
From thence to Muhldorf it tlows in a deep bed, cut by the vcbciiictico of the 
torrent through solid rock, whose sides present a senes of perpendicular |>re- 
cipiccs on either liaiik, excepting only m a few wcll'known points, which 
were strongly guarded, and armed with cannon. This powirful hue, sup- 
ported on the left by the fortress ofKufviciti, and on the right by that of 
Rraunau, both of which were m a foriiudabic stale of dtfince, was flankotl 
on either «idc by two Immense ba-uons, ciiuany minacmg loan iiiTadiiig 
enemy, the one formed by the Tyrol, with its warlike and dciulcl popula- 
tion and iiiacccbsihle moimlam>, the oihtr by Rohenua and llic chain of (he 
RobmcrwalJ, which skirls the Danube from Unlz to Slraublng, where tlic 
Archduke Charles wa> organizing a numerous body of force* (f). 

{l)Uii«.v(a Kip mu Ja». »l*.l*s,us «) rttwiil » * ts. T*. 

jjl 1>«W » 71 • » »1 It. 
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Had the Austrians, headed by the Archduke Cliarles, remained on the de- 
fensive in this strong position, it is probable that all the disasters of the cam- 
paign ■would have been avoided. It ■was next to impossible to force such a 
central line, defended by eighty thousand men, nnder the direction of that 
great commander; while to attempt to turn it, cither by the Tyrol or Bohe- 
mia, would have been c<iuully perilous. To detach thirty thousand men into 
the denies leading into Bohemia would have been imminently hazardous, 
when so large a force threntened the centre of the invader; while a similar 
movement into the Tyrol, besides being attended with the same danger, would 
have incurred the hazard of being defeated by the Prince of Kcuss, who oc- 
cupied the impregnable passes and fortresses which guarded the entrance 
into that diflicult country. But from these diHicultics the French Avere re- 
lieved by the resolution of the Imperialists to cross the Inn, and carry the 
war vigorously into the heart of Bavaria, a project which might have led to 
victory if conducted by the experience and ability of the Archduke Charles, 
but terminated in nothing but disaster in the hands of his brave but inexpe- 
rienced successor (1). 

.\lthough the olfensive movement of the Imperialists led to such 
ruiutir calamitous results, it was skilfully combined, and promised in the 
outset the most brilliant success. The Republican right, under Lecourbe, 
stretched through the Voralberg mountains to Fcldkirch in the Tyrol; the 
centre, under Moreau in person, was in position at Ebersberg, on the high 
road leading from Munich to Haag; the left, commanded by Grenier, was 
stationed at Hohenlinden, on the road to Muhldorf. The /project of the 
Imperialists was to detach Klenau from Ratisbon towards Laudshul, where he 
was to be joined by Ivcininayor with twenty thousand men (2j; mcamvhile 
the centre was to advance by cchellons towards Hohenlinden, and bear the 
Aveight of their forces on the Republican left, Avhere the least resistance might 
be expected. 

mil Nov. Hostilities Averc commenced by Augcreau, ayIio Avas at the head 
of thc Gallo-Batavian army. He denounced the armistice four days before 
his colleagues, and adA'anced, at the head of lAventy thousand men, from 
Frankfort by the course of the Maine toAvards Wurtzburg. Though the Im- 
perial forces in that quarter Averc nearly equal to his OAvn, they opposed but 
a feeble resistance, from being composed chietly of the troops recently levied 
in Bohemia and the states of .Maycncc, little calculated to resist the French 
Operations vctcrans. After a slight combat, the Imperialists Avere repulsed at 
n'hmc. all points; the Baron Albini, after an ephemeral success at Aschaf- 
fenbourg, Avas driven Avith loss out of that toAvn and forced back to 
ScliAVcinfurth, Avhile Dumonceau pushed on to ^Yu^tzburg, and summoned 
the garrison, Avhich shut itself in the citadel. The first effect of these disasters 
Avas to dissolve the insurrectionary troops of Mayence under Albini, Avho 
never appeared again during the campaign. The Austrian general Simbschen, 
reduced by this defection to thirteen thousand men, took a position at 
3d Dec. Bourg-Eberach to cover Bamberg ; he Avas there attacked on the 
folIoAving day by Augereau, and after an obstinate conflict driven back to 
Pommersfield, Satisfied Avith this success, the French general established his 
troops behind the Regnitz to aAvait the fall of the citadel of Wurtzburg, Avhich 
Dumonceau AA'as beginning to besiege in regular form (5). These adA'anlages 
Avere much more important upon the issue of the campaign- than might have 


(3) Diim, V. 86/ 0' 
81 , 85. 


siv. 


(1) Join. xiv. 76. 

(2) Join. xiv. 73. Hum. v. 56, 97. 
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been supposed from the qualitj and numbers of Uic troops engaged; for b> 
clearjDg the extreme left of Jforcau they permitted him to draw his left mg, 
under Sarnie Suzanne, nearer to bis centre, and reinforce the grand army on 
the Inn, m the precise quarter Tvlierc it %as menaced by the Impcnahsts. 
rbtA»i ileanpihile, operations of the most decisno importance had taken * 
ontheinn. Onlhe27lh^oTcmbo^lUe^mpenahst3h^okoup 
utTwiir to execute their intended concentration on the right toil ards Land- 
shut; hut the heavy rains»Uich fell at that time retarded considerably Uio 
march of their columns; and it as npt till the 29th that their adianccd guard 
reached that place. At the same lime Sloreau concentrated Ins forces m ihu 
centre, and adianccd by Haag towards AmpQng and Muhldorf. Fearful of 
continmog his flank rnoiemcnt m presence of a powerful enemy, who 
threatened to fall perpendicularly on his line of march, the archduke arrested 
his columns, and ran the hazard of a general battle on the direct road to 
Munich. They accordingly, on the SOih, retraced iheir steps, and ihoicd 
through orosa roads towards Ampffngand l>orfcrr. Thes lateral luoierueat 
performed amidst torrents of ram, and m dreadful roads, completed tho 
exhaustion of the Austrian troops, but it led, m the first instance to the most 
promising results (1). 

6f ® singular accident, Moreau had heard nothing of the adsanco 
of the Imperialists towards Landshut, far less of their cross move- 
ment to Ampfingj but some confused accounts had merely reached the Ue- 
publican head-quarters of considerable assemblages of tbo enemy towards 
Muhldorf, and the French general, desirous to explore his way, pushed 
forward strong reconnoitring parlies in that direction. lh» right occupied 

,1 ,1 . • . . • • • 

! '■ . I ' I . \ . ■ ! . : • I. . . 

V-. t. e 'sn u ‘ ‘ f • 

The cITcct of this slate of things, and of the able manccuv rc of the archduke, 
speedily shewed itself. The French army, turned and oul-gcncraled, was 
exposed to be cut up in detail, while sc^iaratcd m a line of march by an enemy 
Ore I drawn up m battle array on one of its flanks. Grcuicr, wiio was 
the first m advance, was leisurely approaching Arapfing, when he was sud- 
denly assailed by vast masses of the enemy, in admirable order and battle 
array; he was speedily thrown into confusion, and pul to the rout. In vam 
Acy displayed all his talent and rcsoluiiou to sustain the weight of 
Imperial columns; his troops, after a brave resistance, vvero 
Ku * ” broken and driven hack upon the division of Grandjean, while that 
of Hardy, ' ’ < 

limcLcgr. 

to fall bacK lu w vu..v... ^ 

where successful. They had attacked, in compact and regular masses, the 
enemy’s divisions while in march and separated, and spread ajarm and 
discouragement front the gcucrjl’s tent to the scnlmeb’ outposis (~/). 

FftiKii t». So far the most brdhant success had attended the .fustian ad- 
vance, and if it had been vigorously followed up by a general 
capable of appreciating the immense advantages which it oflertd, and {oicuis 
back the enemy’s rclrcaliug columns without mlcruusslon ujKm those whicii 

1 iMa 8l* 
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came up lo their support, it might have led to the total defeat of the French 
army, and changed Ihe Avhole fortune of the campaign. But the Archduke 
John, satisfied Avith this first advantage, ■aUo^Yed the enemy to recover from 
Doc. a. their consternation. On the following day no forward movement was 
made, and Moreau, skilfully availing himself of that respite, retired through 
the forest of IIoiienunuen to the ground which he had originally occupied, 
and carefully studied as the probable theatre of a decisive conllict(l). 
Description 'i'hc spucc wliicli lics botwecn the Inn and the Iser, which is from 
fiduor twelve to fifteen leagues in breadth, is intersected in its centre by 
battle. Hiis forest, now' celebrated not less in history than poetry (2). Pa- 
rallel to the course of the two rivers its woods form a natural barrier or 
stockade, six or seven leagues long, and from a league to a league and a half 
broad. Tw'o great roads only, that from Munich lo Wasserbourg, and from 
Munich to Muhldorf, traverse that thick and gloomy forest, w'here the pine- 
trees approach each other so closely, as in most places to render the passage 
of cavalry or artillery, excepting on the great roads, impossible. The village 
of Hohenlinden is at the entrance on the Munich side of the one defile, that 
of Matenpot at the mouth of that leading lo Muhldorf. The village of Ebers- 
berg forms the entrance of the other defile leading to Wasserbourg. Between 
these two roads ‘the broken and uneven surface of the forest is traversed only 
by country paths, almost impracticable during the storms of w'inter even to 
foot soldiers (3). 

Able plan Morcau With his staff had carefully reconnoitred tliis ground ; and 

ocMoceau. 33 soou 33 it bccamc evident that the archduke was to advance 
through its dangerous defiles, he prepared, W'ith the art of a consummate 
general, to turn it to the best account. Rapidly concentrating his forces in 
the plain at the entrance of the defiles on the Munich side, he at the same 
lime gave orders to Richepanse, with his division, lo advance across the 
forest, so as to fall, early on the morning of the od, perpendicularly on the 
line of the great road from Hohenlinden to Muhldorf. He naturally antici- 
pated that this movement would bring him on the Bank of the Austrian 
• centre, when entangled in the defile, with its long train of artillery and cha- 
riots*, and that if the Republican force at the entrance of the pass could only 
maintain its ground till this side attack took place, the ruin of the whole 
column, or at least the capture of ail its cannon, would be the result. To 
effect this object, he concentrated all the forces he could command at the 
mouth of the defile; but so unforeseen was the attack, that not above two- 
thirds of his army could take a part in the action ; neither the right-wing 
under Lecourbe, nor the half of the left, under Sainte Suzanne, could be 
expected lo arrive so as to render any assistance (4). 

Battle ot The Imperialists had committed the great error of allowing the 
de°l’'Dco.' 3 . surprised Republicans all the 2d to concentrate their scattered 
forces, but they did not on the following day repeat their, mistake. Early 
on the morning of the od, a day ever memorable in the military annals of 
France, all their troops were in motion, and they plunged, in three great 
columns, into the forest to approach the enemy. The centre, forty thousand 
sti-ong, advanced by the great road from Muhldorf to Munich, the only road 
Avhich was practicable, in the dreadful state of the weather, for artillery ; 
above a hundred pieces of cannon and five hundred chariots encumbered its 

(1) Nap. ii. 31. Duiu. v. 107. 108. Jom. 3iv. (3) Duni. v, 109. 110. Personal observation. 

31 , 92. (4) Nnp. ii. 31, 32. J 'v. 94, 96. D"'>' 

(2) Tlie reader will recollect Mr. Campbell’s uoWe 111,113. Man. duD‘ y, 2' 
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movements. The infantry marched first; then came the long tram of arljllcry 
and caissons; the cavalry closed the procession. Thenght wing, under the 
command of general Latour, consisung of Ivvcntj -five thousand men, fol- 
lowed the inferior road leading from Wasserbourg to Mmuch; Kemmajer 
moved on the Hank of that column, with his light troops, through the forest; 
while the left wing, under Riesch, was directed to proceed by a cross path 
by Albichcn to St -Chrislophe. Tlie Imperial columns, animated bj their suc- 
cess on the preceding dajs, pyfuUy commenced Ihcir march over the yet 
unstained snow two hours b^otc it was daylight, deeming the enemy in fuU 
retreat, and little anticipating any resistance before their forces were united 
and disposed in battle array, m the open plain, on the Munich side of the 
forest (1). 

from the outset, however, the most sinister presages attended their 
steps. Dunng the night the wind had cliangcd; the heavy ram of the pre- 
ceding days turned into snow, which fell, as at Eyicau, ui such thick flakes 
as to render it impossible to sec twenty yards before the head of the column, 
while the dreary expanse of the forest presented, under the trees, a uniform 
while surface, on winch it was luipoasihic to distinguish the beaten track (2). 
The cross-pallis between ilic roads which the troops followed, bad at any 
time, were almost unpassabto msucha storm; and each body, isolated m Iho 
snowy wilderness, was left to us own resources, without either receiving 
4 i or deriving assistance from the other. The central co- 

ihee* lumn, winch advanccdalong the only good road, outstripped tlio 
others i and Its lic4d 1 . i ' : . 

Uohenlmdcn about nine o’clock ,, 

and a furious conflict immcdiatcl, ,t 

to dcbouclic from the defile and extend themselves along the front of (he 
wood, the French to cocrcc their movements end drive Iticm back into tho 
forest. Both parties made the most incredible eflorts; the snow which fell 
without interruption, prevented the opposing imesfrom seeing each other; 
but tlicy aimed at the flash which appeared ihrougli the gloom, and ruslicd 
forward with blind fury to the deadly charge of the bayonet. Insensibly, 
however, the Austrians gamed ground; their ranks wore gradually extending 
m front of the wood, when Generals Grouchy and GranUjcaii put themselves 
at tho head of fresh battahons, and by a decisvv c charge drov c them hack mio 
tlic forest. Ihc imperial ranks were broken by the trees, but still they re- 
sisted hrav cly in the entangled thickets; posted behind the trunks, they kept 
up a murderous fire on the enemy; and the contending armies, broken into 
single flic, fought, man to mau, vviUi mvmciblc resolution (3). 

While this desperate conflict was going on in front of Holicnliiiden, the 
leading ranks of tho Austrian right ^gan to appear at the entrance of flio 
forest on the other road. Acymstaotly rqiaircd with h«divj>Jon to the scene 
of danger, and by a vigorous charge on the flank of tlic enemy’s column, 
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deployhig of the heads of the Inipex’ial columns from llie forest, v/as to intro- 
duce vacillation and confusion into the long train in their centre, which, 
unable to advance from the combat in its front, and pressed on by the crowd 
in its rear, soon began to fall into confusion. They werc.in this stke, jammed 
up amidst long files of cannon and Avaggons, Avhen the division of Riche- 
panse, which had broken up early in the morning from- Ebersberg, on the 
Munich side- of the one defile, and struggled on Avith invincible resolution 
through dreadful roads'across the forest, arrived in the. neighbourhood of 
ilalenpot, on the Muhldorf side of the other, directly in the rear of the centre 
Decisive of the Austrian army, and at the close of its protracted array. But 
uicul“‘’^ jost as it Avas approaching this decisive point, and sloAvly advan- 

pai.se. cing in open column through the forest, this division AA^as itself 

pierced through the centre, near St.-Christophe, by the Austrian left Aving, 
under Riesch, Avhich, moving* up by the valley of Albichen, to gain the 
■ chaussee of Wasserbourg, by Avhich it was destined to pierce through the 
■forest, fell perpendicularly on its line of march. Thus Richepanse, Avith half 
his division, found himself irretrievably separated from the remainder,* the 
manceuA-re Avhich he Avas destined to have performed on the centre of the 
Imperialists Avas turned against himself, and Avith a single brigade he Avas 
placed betAveen that immense body and their left Aving. An ordinary gene- 
ral, in such alarming circumstances, Avoiild have sought safety in flight, and 
thus, by alloAving the Imperial centre to continue its advance, endangered the 
victory; but Richepanse, Avhose able mind Avas penetrated Avith the import- 
ance of ins mission, bravely resolved to push on Avith the single brigade which 
remained under his command, and fall on the rear of the grand column of 
the enemy. He sent orders, therefore, to his separated brigade to maintain 
itself to the last extremity at St.-Christophe, and advanced with the utmost 
intrepidity toAvards Matenpot and tlie line of march of the grand Austrian 
column (1). 

the troops approached the great road, they came upon the 
IS"."'!!! ouirassiers of Lichtenstein aa’Iio formed part of that vast body, Avho 
tc* ccplcU- had dismounted, and Avere reposing Jeisurely under the trees until 
the great park of artillery and the reserves of Kollowratli had passed the 
defile. It may easily be imagined aauTIi Avliat astonishment they beheld this 
new enemy on their flank, Avho AA^as the more unexpected, as they kncAv 
that their left Aving, under Riesch, had passed through the forest, and they 
deemed themselves perfectly secure on that side. They made, in conse- 
quence, little resistance, and Avere speedily driven off the chaussee. Not con- 
tent with this success, Richepanse left to his cavalry the charge of keeping 
off the Imperial cuirassiers, and adA’anced himself Avith the tAvo remaining 
regiments of infantry to attack the rear of the Imperial centre in the forest of 
Hohenlinden. The appearance of this force, amounting to .nearly three thou- 
sand men, behind them, excited the utmost alarm in the Austrian column. 
The troops of that nation are proverbially more sensitive than any in Europe 
to the danger of being turned Avhen in a line of march. A brigade of the 
Bavarian reserve Avas speedily directed to the menaced point, but it Avas 
overAvhelmcd in its advance by the crowds of fugitives, and thrown into such 
disorder by the overturned cannon and caissons Avhich blocked up the road, 
that it never reached the enemy. Three Hungarian battalions were next 
brought up, but after resisting bravely, amidst the general consternation 
around them, they too at length were broken and fled. This little action 

(1) Nap. a. 34, 35. Jom. xiv. 07, 90. Dum. y. H9/l20. Mtm. v. 270, 27i. 
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skjirai While Ihc boais of Ihc Iscr -ncrc publicly concluded, nilh the 
utmost possible edat, to the loner InOj Lccourbc caused a bridge 

tl t p»5Ho« . . ® 

oriijt ' , I • , t 

^/Irnrd by ■ ■ i 

Uoifiu , . ^ . 

pieces during the night of the 8th December at ISctipercn, where the Itm 
flow bin a narrow chamiel, and which is the only point in that quarter where 
the right bank is commanded by the left. At six o’clock on the following 
morning, while it was still pitch-dark, the Ircncli cannon, whose arrnal 
waswholly unknown to the Austrian Mdcttca, opened afunous fire, so well 
directed that the Imperialists were obliged to retire, and the Ucpubhcaiis 
instantly constructed a bridge, and threw across so strong a bodj of troops as 
ga\c them a solid fooling on the left hank. At the same lime a battery was 
placed m front of tlie bridge at Rosenheim, m order to prevent ilic burning 
of the remaining arches of that wooden sjrucluro, of which one oidj had 
been dcslrojcd, but the corps of the Prince of ConJi, winch was stationed 
on the opposite bank, faithfully discharged its dutj, and the whole bridge 
was soon consumed In conscqucucc of tins circumstance, Lccourbc’s troops’ 
were obliged to make a circuit by the passage at Aeuperen, but so dilatory 
were the movements of tlio Imperialists, that no sufficient force could be col- 
lected to oppose their progress, a second bridge of boats was constructed 
near Rosenheim, by which Richcpausc’s division was passed over, and the 
Austrians, abandoning the whole line of the Upper Inn, retired behind tho 
Salza. Thus was one of the most formidable military )ioc» in Europe bro- 
ken tlirougli lu Uic«paccofafcw hours, without the loss of a single man (1). 

This extraordinary success was chiefiy owing to tho Imperialists liaving 
been led, by the demonstrations of Moreau against the Lower Ion, to concen- 
trate the Tight wing of their army, which had sulTcrcd least m ilio disastrous 
battle of llohcuhndcn, in that quarter, which removed it three or four inar- 
ches from the scene where the real attack was made. Ao sooner did they 
receive intelligence of tho passage of Lccourbc over the Upper Inn, tlian they 
hastily jnoved all their disposable troops towards the minaccd iMiiut; but 
rmdiiig that liic enemy were established on the right bank in too great force 
to be dislodged, they fell back on all sides, and abandomng the whole hue of 
the Inn, concLutrated their army behind the Alza, between Altinmarkt and 
the lake of Sine, to cover the roads to balzboutg ain\ \ icnna ("i). 

Slorcau, conceiving v>ith reason (hat the spirit of the Austrian 
u.ei.«acb army must be severely weakenedby sucha succession of disasters, 
t rcsihcd to push Ills advaiilagesto the utmost. The Austrians now 
experienced the ruinous consequences attending the system of extending 
themselves over a vast hue in equal force throughout, which, since the com- 
mencement of the war, they had so obstinately followed , they fuiiiul them- 
selves unable to arrest the march of the victor at any iioiiit, and by l/icrapaf, 
advance of Lccourbc were irrecoverably ccttaralcdfrom Uitir left wiugin the 
Tyrol. Moreau haviiigrc-olvcd not to allow them to cslablisli thenisclvc’S m 
a solid mauncr behind the Salza, pushed rapidly forward across the Iclqii 

i»f< IS. andllicTrauntoSalzboUrg. UeexpencncednoconsidcrablcopjKi- 

svlion l.U he reached the nciglibourlicod of that town, hut when f.ccoujK’’, 
with the advanced guard, approached ilic Saal, he found the bulk of llio 
Ausirian army, thirty thousand strong, including ten thousand cavalry, 
posted m a strong position covering the approadi to halilwurg. lb front was 

(0 Diun T. III. 110 iwi C1». till US- 1*1 nr. <«< 
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covered by the Saal, the rapid course of -which offered no inconsiderable 
obstacle to an attacking force; its right rested on inaccessible rocks, and its 
left was protected by the conlhience of the Saal and the Salza. But this posi- 
tion, how strong soever, had its dangers; it -was liable to be turned by a 
passage of the Salza, edected below the town between Laullen and Salzbourg, 
in Avhichcase the army ran the risk of being cut ofi’from Vienna, or thrown 
back in disorder upon the two bridges of boats which preserved its commu- 
nication with the right bank of the river (1). 

Lccourbe commenced the attack with his accustomed vigour; Gudin car- 
ijiii Dec. ried the village of Salzbourghoffen, and made six hundred prison- 
ers; but llontrichard was so rudely handled by the Imperial cavalry, that he 
was driven back in disorder, w'ith the loss of live hundred men. But this suc- 
cess was of little avail, for idorcau ordered Decaen to cross the Salza at Limf- 
fen, an operation which was most successfully performed. While the atten- 
tion of the Imperialists was drawn to the broken arches of the bridge by a 
violent cannonade, this able general directed four liundred chosen troops to 
a point a little lower down, who, undeterred by the violence and cold of the 
winter torrent, threw themselves into the stream, swam across, and made 
themselves masters of some boats on the opposite side, by which the pas- 
sage ^Yas speedily effected. Uloreau w’as no sooner informed of this success, 
than he pushed Richepanse, with two fresh divisions, across at this place, 
and advanced against Salzbourg by the right bank. Encouraged by this sup- 
ThovMo Lecourbe, on the day following, renewed his attack on the 

lu’fViitnln rear-guard, commanded by the Archduke John in person, 

caJaii'y m“" postcd in fi'ont of Salzbourg. His troops advanced in two columns, 
town.”^ one by the road of Reichenthal, the other formed in front of Vaal; 
a thick fog covered the ground, and the French tirailleurs advanced inconsi- 
derately to the attack, deeming the Austrians in full retreat, and desirous of 
having the honour of (irst reaching Salzbourg. They were received by the fire 
of thirty pieces of cannon, whose discharges soon dissipated the mist, and dis- 
covered two formidable lines of cavalry drawn up in battle array. Lecourbe 
brought up his horse, but they were overwhelmed by the first line of the Im- 
perial cavalry, Avhich broke into a splendid charge -when the Republicans 
approached their position. Lecourbe finding himself unequal to the task of 
opposing such formidables forces, drew back his Avings behind the Saal, and 
posted his infantry in the rear of the village of Vaal. He there maintained him- 
self with difficulty till the approach of night, glad to purchase his safety by 
the loss of tAvo thousand men left on the field of battle (2). 

But tiio Had it not been for the passage of the river at Laufien, this bril- 
Bant achievement might have been attended Avith important con- 
'cii sequences ; but that disastrous circumstance rendered the position 
toieiiie. at Salzbourg no longer tenable, illoredu, at the head of tAventy 
thousand men, Avas rapidly advancing up the right bank, and the Archduke 
John, unable to oppose such superior forces, Avas compelled to retire during 
the night, leaving that important town to its fate. Decaen, Avith the ad- 
vanced guard of Moreau, took possession ofSalzbourg, Avithout opposition, on 
the folloAving morning, and the Republican standards for the first time waved 
on the picturesque tOAvers of that romantic city (5j. 

The occupation of Salzbourg, and the abandonment of the line of the Salza, 
decided the fate of the monarchy. The shattered rergains of the grand army, 

(1) Join. xiv. tl5, IIG. Duin. v. 193, 197. Kap. (o) N.np. ii. 40, 41. Join. niv. 116, 120. ’Diiui. v 
ii. 39, 40. 198, 206. 

(3) Njp. ii. 40. Dura. 2- 



19S HISTORY or EUROPE. [CiliV.XXXII. 

Moreau ^hich had been unable lo mamtam the formidable bncs of l\so 
Vow’/r*" such rivers, bro\cn m numbers, subdued in spirit, were unable 
* ihcrorfler to male an) head against a numerous cncra), flushed 
with ■victor) ,and conducted with consumnialc military skill. Cmboldoncdby 
the unexpected faciht) wfUi which he had passed these considerable rivers, 
Moreau resolved to give the enemy no time to recover from his consternation, 
but to push on at once towards Vienna, and decide the ■war in the centre of 
the Hereditary Slates, before the other French armies had begun seriously to 
skirmish on the frontier. He disquieted himself little about the forces lu the 
T)rol, deeming the troops m that province sufficiently occupied with the in- 
vasion of Lombardy by Brune, and the march of Macdonald through the Ori- 
sons, which shall immediately be noticed. Saiisflcd with the precautions, 
therefore, of leaving on the right small bodies as he advanced, lo marl the 
principal passes into tlial mountaiuous region, and on the left of detaching 
haintc-Suzanne with his w mg to w aich tlio motions of Klcnau, w ho w as threa- 
tening IhcGallo-Batavian army at Wurizburg, he himself pushed on with his 
whole centre and right wing in pursuit of the enemy (I). 

Richcpanse, who conducted his advanced guard, marched with so much 
expedition, that he came up with the Austrian rear at Herdorf. holwith* 
D'f standing the fatigue of Ins troops, w ho the day before had marched 
kaitV twelve leagues, lie aliaclcd the enemy at da)brcak, routed them, 
and made a thousand prisoners The two following da)s wasa coutmued tun- 
ning fight; the Austrians retired, combating all ihovva), to Scliwaiistadt. 
Tins mdcfaligable leader was closely followed by Dccacu and Grouchy, who 
came up to his support the moment that any serious resistance arrested lus 
columns *, while Lctouibe, at the bead of the other wmg of the Imadmg army, 
advanced by (he mountam road, in order to turn the streams where they 
were easily fordable, and constantly menace the left flank of the citcm). In 
front of bchwanstadt the Impcnalisls made an effort to arrest this 
w.i’w fcrnblc advanced guard. Three thousand cavalry, supported by 
rocky thickets, lined with tirailleurs on either flank, stood flrin, 
and awaited the ousel of the Uepubheaus; but they were now m a stale of 
exultation which nothing could resist. The infantry advanced to within ihrco 
hundred paces of tint formidable massofcavalry, withoulnolicing the tirail- 
leurs, who rattled mccssautly on etllicr flank, and then breaking into a 
u«o. i> charge, approached the horse with levclltJ bajonels with so much 
resolution, that the Vustnans broke and fled, and nearly a thousand men 
were killed or made prisoners On the fuDowiiig day, a scene of dreadful 
confusion ensued, wlicu the Au:,tnau rear-guard crossed the Traun A co- 
lumn of twelve hundred, under iVmcc Lichtcnsliiu, stationed m front ofilto 


all slam oyiuado prisoners linuiidiatcl) the whole remaining InqHrialists 
who had not pasvcd fled towards the drhlc:UiC) were rapidly followed by 
the Ucpubhcatis. .V scene ol indescribable horror ensued; m ihcwflfcol 
fugitives, carnages, and trampling squadrons, the arcliia were bred, and 
multitudes threw themselves into (lie stream; but suvh was theri“soluiio(i of 
the !■ rcncU grcindicrs, that, regardless alike of the flames and the discharges 
of grape from the opposite bank, the) rushed across; by ihnr cxcriiun* tbo 


(i) siT tai. i:; n>wu i cat.ev). 
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Dfc 21 Redniiz. On tlie Sist he Tias again aWacIicd and defeated at Acu- 
Lcrchen by the united Imperial generals, but they \\cre unable to follow 
up' their advantages, from having received orders on the night of their vie* 
tory to retire to Bohemia, in order to succour the heart of the monarch j,novV 
violently assailed by the cnem) (1) Tlicy were in the course of executing 
these orders, when the armistice ofStcjcr put a period to their operations. 

Thus the Itepahhean arm}, ta a short campaign of little more thau three 
weebs, m the middle of winter, and m the most severe weather, marched 
ninety leagues; crossed three considerable rivers in presence of the enemy; 
made twenty thousand prisoncn>, billed, wounded, or dispersed as manj ; 
captured 150 pieces of cannon, 100 caissons, and iOOO carnages; and never 
halted till its advanced guard, arrested by an armistice, was within twenty 
leagues of Vienna Such results require no culogium, the annals of vvar 
have few such triumphs to recount, and they deservedly placed Moreau m 
the very highest rank of the captains of the eiglilcculh cculurj (2). 

oprr»tioM Willie these great events were in progress in German), operations 
GriMnt. inferior indeed in magnitude, but equal in the heroism with 
which they were conducted, and superior m the romantic interest 
tb.r* which they were attended, look place m the* snow) aniphi- 

thcalrc of the Alps. It has been already noticed, lliat tiic second army of 
reserve, consisting of tiftcen (bousaod men, was moved forward in October 
to the valley of tlicllhmc, m the Gnsons, and that it was destined to menace 
the rear of the Imperial army oil the Mincio, while Brunc attacked it in front. 
This auxiliary corps would probably have rendered more essential service 
If It liad been directed to the grand army of Moreau, which was deslmcd to 
operate 111 the valley of the Danube, the true avenue to the Austrian states; 
j • 1 ^ «rttdd ill have aworded with the views of (ho tirsl 


cipal part lu the campaign, with the troops w men nevus (u !(.duuj t..uAv..» 
Alps to >icnna. Independently of this secret feeling, which uuduiiblcdly 
Iiad Its weight, NapoUon was misled by the great results of the Italian cam- 
paigns of U'lO and 1797, and the paraljsing cfllcl of the wartli of the army 
of reserve across the St -Bernard m the present )car. lie conceived that 
Italy was the theatre where the decisive events were to lake place, and Iiatl 
’ ’ - ’'ttr7nri-^nr/> nl the vvllcv of llic Daiiiibc, in whifli 


corps took place, as It brought to iigia Uic inircptuK; ...-.w 
gallant otliccr, of whose descent Scotland has so much reason to be pruud; 
while It led to the iiuercslmg episode of the passage of U'C ‘^plugcn, perinpi 
the most wonderful achievement of modern war, and which has been por- 
trajed b) one of its ablest Iiadcrs, with the fidchlj of Xenophon, and the 
pencil of Uv) (1). 

. f’* • >«» -n s,-.«,„no«>jirrd III consist of furl) ihotisanJ 


scuiaiious to the lu-sl consul, and rciiucsud urn me thusv.. i.jv. ... vt . 
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ilmu^autl moiij which Minaf w.i'i Icadiu;^ from iho ramp al Amicn> to ihu 
plain', of Italy, shoiih! hr [mt mi>irr hi'» Ihil Napoleon, who intomicil 

ihi' rorp' in tin* Alp' to opciotomi ihr rampaian, more hy llu; •■ip(uchcn- 
.'iou' it rw'itCi! aiiuut^' (he Itnpcjiali't-. l!:aii i(> ariiial achicVL'iuculs in the 
(ii'M, icfii'C'l t*i ciiaiur tin* «!c'iination of ’(ural’-' liivi'ion, ami it continued 
it' loulo fir the I'.ink' of the Mimio. Hr 'till hrticsed that tin: frontier of tin; 
Inn would 'ullicicully co\cr the Hrtcdilary Stalci on that ^iilc, and that it 
w.i' h) accnmnlatiim ninety llnni'aml men in the 'ontlirin Tyrol ami Italy, 
that the dcri.'ivr Mow aaaiU'l the Austrian power was ir) hr .slriicK. The com- 
mand of ihi'arraf ariu) . deslineil Ut dictate peace imder llm wall.' of Yiemia, 
hr nhimalely dr.'iam-d for liini'clf (I). 

! j'li - |'•l"aJ;e' from Swil/.crland to Italy, iliere was none 

< ! o which ptc'cnled more soiiou;. natural (disiacic', ami was more 
. . ' ' carefnIK miaialcd hy the enemy, than ihatwliich leads over the 
S|du.:en into tlir Italian Tyrol. It is lii't nece"ary to p.os from the valley of 
the Uhinr, near it' 'ourcr, over the Spluaen into that of the Ailda, which 
descends in a rajnd com 'O from the Julian Alps to tdiiavenn.i and the lake of 
Homo; from ihenci*, if .m adwnicr to the ca.'lwaid is rcipiircd, the Hul 
Apri-a, a >tcep ridpC mitan;.'Icd with w<!od and lofty che.'iml', mii'l he snr- 
mmintcd, whieli hriiu’' the trarcllcr inl<i the valley of the <);;lio; hctwceii 
whieiianti the stieamof the Adiar there i> interpo'cd the ni.-'.;cd ridpe of 
the Monk* Tonal, who'r snowy summit was oreupit.'d and had heen earefnily 
fortified hy the An'tiiaii lroo[!' id}. Macdonald no sooucc was inadr ac- 
(plaintcd with Ihe'r idi'laeles than he desjiatehed his rhief of the stalf, thme- 
ral Malhieu Dumas, to lay heforr the tiist eoiisid an aceonnt of tlie almost 
iii'Uperahlr ihdicnlties \)hie!i oppO'ed hi' proaie". .No man eouhl he heller 
ijii.ililied than the ollieer wlore ,;raplii<: pem il has so well desrrihed the 
pa"ai;r to di'eliar,;e this drh'iate mission; for lie was e((naliy competent 
to appreciate iheiiiilit.iry project' of the ceneral-iu-ehief, and to (lortray the 
wV i'f phv'icil olisiriiclions winch op|iO'ed ih.eir cveention. .N’niioleon 
1 ... listened attentively to hi> slalemenl; inirrro;;ated him minutely 

... I. on the force and positions of Hillci’s eorps, .ind the divisions of 
Lmdon, Davidowieli, anti \Vnka"Owieli, whieli were sialionctl near the. heail 
of the vallevs w hieli in that part of the Alp.s se|iarate Daly from Hermany ; 
and then replied, “ \Yc will wrest from them wiihonl a eomhal that im- 
mense fortress of the Tyrol; we must mamioivre on their Hanks; menace 
their ia.sl line of relicat, and they will inmiediately evacnale all liie upper 
vallevs. I will make no dian;;e on my dispositions. Heturii ([iiickly; tell 
.}facdonaId that an army can always {ia,ss, in every s(‘a.scm, where two men 
ran place their feet. It is imlispeiisahle that, in lifleen days after the com- 
jueiieemeut of ho.sliiitie.s, tlie army of the Hrisons shonld have seen the 
sources of the Adda, the 0;;lio, and llte .Ydige; that it should have opened its 
lire on the Monte Tonal which separates liiem ; and that, having descended 
to Trent, it slionld form the left wing of the army of Daly, ami threaten, in 
concert with the troops on llie .Mitieio, the rear of llullegarde’s army. I shall 
lake care to forward to it tlie iieccs.sary reinforcements; it i.s not hy tlie 
immerical force of an army, hut hy its de.slinalion and the iiiiporlancc of its 
operations, that I estimate |he meril due to its commander (d},” 

Having received these rerhal inslniclions, .Macdonald prepared, with tlie 
devotion of a good soldier, to obey his commands. His troops advanced the 


(l) Diiin. V. 113, 1 10. Naj), ii. 01. 
i'i) IVrioiul olr.urv.itinii. 


(3) Ouiii. V. 153, 154. 
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moment the armistice was denounced, into the upper Rhemlhal, 
concentrated between Coirc and Tusis, at the entrance ot 
tuespi .rS the celebrated defile of the \ia Mala, which is the commence- 
ment of the ascent of the Splugen, while, at the some time, to distract the 
enemy, and conceal Ins real designs, demonstrations were made towards 
Teldkirch, as if it was intended to break into the Tj rol in that quarter. A few 


was dismounted, and placed on sledges constructed in the countrj, to which 
oxen were Iiarnosscd, the artillery ammunition was divided, and placed on 
the backs of mules, and m addition to his ordinary arms, ball cartridge and 
knapsack, every soldier received five days* provisions, and live packets of 
carinilgcs to bear on his shoulders over the rugged asccnl. Had he In cd to 
see the French infantry preparing, in the middle of December, under the 
weight of these enormous burdens, to cross tho snow-cbd ridgcs of the 
Ilha.tian Alps, by paths liardly accessible at that season to the mountaincLrs 


fro'oMb. situated at the conllucncc of the Albula and the Rhine, at 

r»“|«®f the foot of a range of pmc-clad chlTs of great elevation, which run 
across the v alley , and in former limes had formed a barrier, creat- 
ing a lake m the valley ofSchams, a few miles farther up its’coiirso. Through 
this enormous mass, three or four miics broad, iho lUiinc ban in the course 
ufages, found its way in a narrow bod, seldom more than thirty or forty, 
somctiuies not more than eight or ten yards broad, shut in on cither side by 
stupendous cliITs winch rise to the height of two or three thousand feel above 
Its rocky channel. The road, conducted along the sides of ihc>o jierpcndi- 
cular precipices, repeatedly cros»cs the stream by stone bridges, of a single 
arch, thrown from one cIiIT to the other, at the height of three or four 
hundred feel abov c the raging torrent. Iimumcrable cascades descend from 
these lofty precipices, and arc conducted m subterraneous channels under 
the road, or lost lu the sable forests of pmc which clothe their feet. Impetuous 
as the Rhine IS in tins extraordinary channel, the roar of il» waters is scarcely 
heard at the immense elevation above it at winch the bridges arc placed. The 
darkness of the road, ovcrvhadowcJ by primeval pines of gigantic 5t<aturr, 
conducted through galleries cut out of the solid rock, or on arches thrown 
over llic awful ahyss; the solitude and solemnity of the nnpcuclrable forests 
around, the sliipcuduus precipices .ibovcand beneath, whicli make the pas- 
senger feel as if he were suspended in middle air, conspire to render this 
])ass the most extraordinary and sublime in the whole anipbnbcairo of the 
central \lps (2) 

Emerging from this gloomv dclilc, Hie road lavcrscs for twolraguci the 
open and smiling valley of bcinms, il next ascends by a wmdiiig course the 
jiine-clad clilli of La Rolla, and at length reaches ni a narrow and lUsoUtc 


(lyUum y lSt,l 9 i. I J-a 

» » MS.lir 

(2) I ■»! obKPrdl oM Unca. T tJi U« 

4fl 

Vlic \u IVi II 

lit nuKWrti f.4 utt« a.^cc,ei Ul lU*JauML* 
fji t vbitX U laow <':> JiMlnl ll.ivS(U >!< IMMut c 

<l>((>. ai.4 n«r lk« s,4g;«u. noU b .1 Mitalv b <■$ 
Si idlo uivr« (cBirn uotu* ll twrui* i AUw tf 


•toll laofrrf y ibg Xlj*. l* f.* 


cttvrJt i» t> itt ut iiet* yy 



1800.] HISTORY OP EUROPE. 203 

pastoral valley the village of Splugen, situated at the foot of the ascent of the 
mountain of the same name. Here the road, leaving the waters of the Rhine, 
which descend cold and clear from the glaciers of Ilinter Rhin, turns sharp 
to the left hand, and ascends a lateral valley as far as its upper extremity, 
when it emerges upon the bare face of the mountain above the region of 
wood, and by a painful ascent, often of forty-five degrees elevation, reaches 
the summit in an hour and a half. This description applies to the old road as 
it stood in 1800. The new' road, over the same ground, is w'ound gradually up 
the ascent, with that admirable skill which has rendered the works of the 
French and Italian engineers in the Alps the object of deserved admiration 
to the wdiole civilized world. The w'earied traveller then beholds with joy the 
Avaters flowing tOAvards the Italian streams, in a narroAv plain about four 
hundred yards broad, situated between tAVO glaciers at the base of overhang- 
ing mountains of snoAV. From thence to Isola, on the Italian side of the 
declivity, is a descent of two leagues, conducted in many places down zig-zag 
slopes, attended Avith great danger. On the right, for several miles, is a con- 
tinued precipice, or rocky descent, in many places three or four hundred 
feet deep, Avhile, on the left, the road is cut out of the solid rock, on the bare 
face of the mountain, exposing the traveller to be overwhelmed by the 
avalanches, A\’hich, loosened on the heights above by the Avarmlh of the 
southern sun, often sweep AVith irresistible violence to the bottom of the 
decliA’ily (d). 

In summer, when the road is wejl cleared, it is possible to go in three hours 
from the village of Splugen to the hospice on the summit bu t Avhen the 
ncA^dy fallen suoav has eflaced all traces of the path in those elevated regions, 
above the zone of the arbutus and rhododendron ; Avben the avalanches or 
the violence of the Avinds have carried oIT the black poles Avhich mark the 
. course of the road, it is not possible to ascend Avilh safety to the higher parts 
of the mountain. The traveller must advance Avilh cautious steps, sounding, 
as be proceeds, as in an unknoAvn sea beset Avilh shoals; the most experienced 
guides hesitate as to the direction Avhich they should take; for in that snoAvy 
Avilderness the horizon is bounded by icy peaks, 'affording few landmarks to 
direct their steps, even if they should be perceived for a few minutes from 
amidst the mantle of clouds Avhich usually envelope their summits (2J. 

It may easily be conceived, from this description, what labours are 
requisite during the winter season to open this passage. It is necessary for 
an extent of five leagues, from the village of Splugen, to that of Isola, either 
to clear aAvay the snow, so as to come to the earth, or to form a passable 
road over its top ; and the most indefatigable efforts cannot always secure 
success in such an enterprise. The frequent variations of the atmosphere, 
the clouds Avhich suddenly rise up from the valleys beneath, the terrible 
storms of Avind Avhich arise in these elevated regions, the avalanches w'hich 
descend with irresistible force from the overhanging glaciers, in an instant 
destroy the labour of weeks, and obliterate, by a colossus of snoAV, the greatest ' 
efforts of human industry (5). 

Such Avere the difficulties which awaited JIacdonald in the first mountain 
ridge Avhich lay before him in the passage of the Alps. He arrived Avith the 
Nov 2 g advanced guard, on the evening of the 26th, at the village of 
Splugen, the point Avhere^ the mountain passage, properly speaking, begins, 
Avith a company of sappers, and the first sledges conveying the artillery. 


(1) Dum. V. 164, 165. Personal observatiou, 

(2) Dum. V. 161. 


(3) Ibia.v. 165. 
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The country guides placed poles along the ascent; the labourcn 
^ollo^^cd and cleared aTiay the snow ; the strongest dragoons next 
ticFrtirh marched to beat down the road by their horses’ feel, they had 
Ibe already, after incredible fatigue, ncarlj reached the summit, when 
the wind suddcnlj rose, an avalanche fell from the mountain, and sweeping 
across the road, precipitated thirty dragoons at the head of the column into 
w the gulph beneath, where the) were dashed to pieces helween the 
ice and the rocks. General La ItiboissiLrc, who led the ^an, was a*hcad of 
the cataract of snow, and reached the hospice, but the remainder of the 
column, thunderstruck hy the catastrophe, returned to Splugcnj and the 
wind, which continued for the three succeeding da}s to blow with great 
■violence, detaclied so many avalanches, that the road was cntircl) blocked 
up in the upper regions, and the guides declared that no possible efibrts 
could render it passable m less tbau fifteen davs (1). 

Macdonald, however, was not to be daunted by any such obstacles, Indo- 
pendcntlj of his anxictj to fulfil his destined part in the campaign, ncccs- 
sitj forced him on, for the unwonted accumulation of men and horses m 
those elevated Alpipc regions promised very soon to consume the whole 
1 subsistence of the counir), and expose the troops to the greatest 
dangers from actual want He instantly made the best arrangement which 
circumstances would admit for rc>opcning the passage, birst marched four 
of tlic strongest oxen that could be found m the Gnsons, led by the most 
experienced guides; they were followed by forty robust peasants, who 
cleared or beat down the snow; two companies of sappers followed and 
improved the track, behind them marched the rcnmaul of the squadron 
of dragoons, which had sufTcred so much on the lirsl ascent, aud who bravely 
demanded the post of danger m renewing tlio attempt. After them came a 
conv oy of artillery and a hundred beasts of burden, and a strong rear-guard 
closed the part) . Oy incredible efforts the head of the column, before night, 
reached the hospice, and although many men and horses were swallowed 
up in the ascent, the order and discipliiu; so i>ccc»sary to the suuCbS of the 
enterprise were iiiaiutaiucd throughout. They here joined gcniral lii Iti- 
hoibsicrc, who continued the same efforts on the Italian side, aud led this 
adventurous advanced guard in safety to the sunny fields ofCampoDolciiio 
at the southern base of the mountain. Two other columns, arrayed m the 
same order, followed on the 2d aud^ December, m clear frosty weather, 
with inucii less difficulty, because the road was beaten down hy the fool- 
steps of those who had preceded them; but several men died of the excessive 

. ' ! ' donald advanced with the rc- 

the llli December, and leaving 

iTiifcJuU. ^ s^‘e*** rear-guard on Iho northern side of tlic inouiifJin, 
iB*. couiincnctd hi» inarcli on the morning of the bill, at the hcail of 
seven thousand men. Though no lcn))>cst had been fell lu the dtip valky 
of Ibc Uhiuc, the snow had fallen during the night in such quaniilit4, that 
from the very outset the traces of the track were lost, and the road ic«iuirini 
to he made ancvv,asallhcconimcnccincnlofthe a'«tent. The guides rifuv<d 
to proceed; hut Macdonald insisted uimn making tlic aifcuipt, and after six 
hours of unheard-of fatigues, tlic head oflus colump succeeded in rtachmg 
the summit, lu the narrow plain betwem th?^ glaciers, however, they 

(J) D«». ». Ilf, ITl i'**. »>» »**• 

SI sr 


(l) J«in.i>r.lSt,lSS. 
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found llic road IdooKcd up by an immense mass of snow, formed by an 
a\.ilanohc ne^\ly fallen, upon whieh the |;uitle,> refused lo cnler, and in 
eoii'cquoncc the >oldiei> reUmied, unanimously e\claimin;j llial llio passage 
wa.seiu'CiJ. Maetbmabl iii'landy hasloned (o (lie fionl, icu’vcd (lie siiikiiif^ 
.spiri(^ of hi' men, eneouni^ed the faltenn;^ eourage of (ho {(uidi-s, ami 
aihanoin.:; himself at the head of the eolumn, plun^fted into the perilous 
mass, soundh^ esciy .step as he ad\aneed with a lonj; sl.ilf, which often 
bunk deep into theahsss. “Soldiei',” .-aitt he, “the army of reserve has 
burnuninted the St.-i!ernard; \ou nuisi oxeieome the Splu;;cn-, \onr glory 
requires that \ou bhuuld rise victorious over dillienllie.s to appe.irance 
iusuperahle. Your destinies call \ou into Italj ? advance and compicr, liisl 
the mountains and the snow, then the plains and the. armies (1),’’ I'ul to 
-shame hy sueh an example, the troops and the pea.sants rcdoiihlcd their 
ellorls; the vu'l walks of ice and snow were cut through, •md although 
the hurricane inei eased with frightful ja|)idiiy, aiul repeatcilly lilled up 
their excavaliuiis, liiey at length .succcedeil in tendeiiiig the passage prac- 
ticahle. "Uie teiupc-st contiuueil lo blow with dreadful violence during the 
passage, to the hospice and the de.sccnl of the Cardinal; the columub were 
repeatedly cut thruiigli hy avalanches, wiiich fell acio.ss the road (2), and 
mote than one legiiiienl was entirely dis])ei,sed in the iey wihlerne.sa. At 
length, hy tliehoioic evcrlioiis of the oHicer.s, whom the example of their 
general had in.spired with exliaordinary ardour, the liead'ipiarlei-s reached 
lbo!a,and rested tiiere during the two bucceeiling davs, toi.illy (he regimenb, 
whieh the hardsliip.s of the p.issage had hroken into a confii.sed mass of 
iiibulaled men, hut above one linndrcii bohlier.s, and as many hot.seb ;md 
mnle-s, were swallowed up in the abysses of the mountains, and never more 
heard of(5j. 


(l) A jisr-iUl 1 ,»l ft t I » «t»t trt.l t«. 

wb 1. wij4i i» \<r% It. tiufj t- tits* 

iff \ u!t«c. ** lltc 1 Z'if 

(jitih > || ** Usl (iia oir- l!,« \I|1V III I 

lUc I-JUJV .'if li»t* VIJ> «nl f^il» .» 4 tit 
ur, f with lut iU(f ihc 

itep.U < f iLv t* c f r j ,4 « (XI i* . ilic '»< \t«i- 

lAJii, wlui of itjr* r nir Cl ! J, Oic 

cliiccfut »vkiit4i CO tiui l!t(> iKiiuM ^U«(ir4 
f Vff'i »/*— //■a//, r. 

('i) lS7. Iiut.u^.l7l. 

174, 

(J) Hot. iv. j'J. Jim. 3tn, 15 G, 157. Duui. v, 
I7i, 17J, 

Cmifjrihj- lhc.Si)iup,*.ii Ii) Mac- 

jr 4 iotia; of Hofiilil ilic inosl an4 

lilt* t\tr;iur4t.}an tiuiUrtaLiiiguf llickttiil 

tltj, U>c4 by fttorrliil )u motlirii war, io fir Uic 
otnui.r^ uf nature ate couct-iiicil, li 
5 iclilj unl\ lo 4ic utarch of i5u\>arfo'«^ *»^cr ih«* SI,* 
Ciollunl, iltcbK3Lln-iuli.lI, amUltc l.ngibir^,v%IirrL% 
ill .uldiltoii to'sniithr n Unr.il ihniLuUn’s, Uiu efforts 
of an jIjIc au4 indLfaUj;aKli* ciinny uerc to bcovir* 
tome, Ihc pa'^age of tf»c .bt.-IJcntanJ b) iS.i|n/Ktiii 
ill Inte utaliuT, .mil wilhtml ojipoiitmii, \ull htMr 
no Cdinp iri*uii m ilU citlitr the One or tKc otlu r. flijt 
he himsLlf uas cooittous of this, isob%i*ous from 
llie slrikinj; terms of disinragcmLiit in ulnchbc 
&PlmLs of Mjrd(nt.'ild\ cxciUonj in litis ,tii 

insUnce of ilial jcalon-v) of i scr) rU.Al In anj of lii> 
grc.nl acUii VLint-iili, wintli i» .almost incoiiccivahlu 
in ^o jjrcYt.a mni. ** llic passage of the bplu^cii,*' 
>4} s liCf ** pn bLiittd, wilKuut (ioiiht, some diincii!,* 
liLi ; but ^\lnl^.r is b) no imMii* llic season of Ihc 
^tar in Mhich ivucli operation » are conducted witli 
ino^t difficulty, the anow” is then firm, Me ncather 
sctlleJ, andthcrcis nothing to fear from the aialaiiches, 
\^bitU uoiislitutc the true and only danger to be ap- 


pubcMtlnl 10 ibr .\Ip,. la UcCrmber, )ou oflMi 
n.ctl uUb l!tr iti.f I Hcallnr, on tln’c rlL».iU4 
noooU-iiitii, or dry f;o.i, dunti^ Mbniiihouir u 
prrf<« tly • a’l i/*— ^ i»o» * i ii. U t , fiLct*lI'Cl- 
lo,; lfi4t iKi* ssotti n alter tli^ lu''! cotiiul Itail 
lc<^civctl I’ff* foil drIaiN floiti ^latvlonalil ofUic e\* 
Uao.dinary dilticullM > of tlo* p i* it is incxcii* 

iiMi*, and clruly Kclrijs .i r uMct*tu>*n vs of lliu 
mbritiiUy of Ki» o%Tn {..o a,tcosirllic St.*lli riiard. 

In li»a olbnil ilr-paUli, b) orders of llic tli* I coOHit, 
lo .'I irdon I'd, nctilucr > }> >, ** I Kisc rccciscd llm 
rrUlion VI KilIi llic chief of your sla(fha»lran mil* 
led to llic rdilivc lo ihr p of the .bp(ti^.^<ii by 

the army vvhlcli you uommmd. 1 liisc commu* 
liicatul ibo dcUiils lu the lonvuh, .iitd ihry liivo 
cnjoiuctl mo lo make Vnoou to you llictr Uiglt 
factinii at liio itilrrpldily and berutu con f.mcy 
\thiili the offio m, .iiid solditrv, and gci)Lr.ds, have 
evinced ill tins p vyhiili w ill form .i memo- 

rable epoch 111 our military aninU, Ihc consuls, 
cunhdciil 1(1 yoor talciiL», Inhold with Intcri'sl the 
new position of the army of the (irlaotis. 1 im[>.i- 
tit nlly expt ct the details of the celebrated )> issaj^e 
of the bpiugcii, and the lo'ics wliicli it occasioned, 
to iiiablu them to .ippfccialc the admirtlmu mid 
grilitudc vv Inch is due to the chiefs and soldiers of 
your army.'* ] i llli iJtc, 1300* bee Duiu. vi, *Jj 5. 
I'iicts Just.) 

It u.is etjually unworthy ofINapnKoii to siy in 
Ills Ml moirs i— •** 1 lie mauh of Macdonald piudurcd ^ 
no oOml cffi ul, and tonlrihnlctl in no respect tothu 
sncciss of the campaign ; for the corps ot llaraguiy 
d’HilJitrs, dclaihcd into the Upper laigadinc, w.ia ‘ 
touwcih lo elftct .any thing ol importance. Mac-* 
dunald arrived at Tric-stc on tlic 'JlU January, when* 
the ( nuny was already chiscd frt m it by tho jeft of 
iho army of Uah, by the corps ui dcr the ord^’rs 
Mouccy aud Uochauibcau/* [>' fid-] \ 
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Drc * Lale on the c\ ening of the 6th December, the greater part of the 

« troops and a large part of the artillery had passed the mountain, 

head-quarters w ere adtanced to Clua>enna, at the upper ex- 
tomo treraity of the lake of Como, ^o sooner did Ililhers hear of this 
advance, than he ino%ed forward his columns towards the head of the t alley 
of the Inn to assail him , but the intelligence of the disastrous battle of Hohcii- 
linden arrived that very day, and hy rendenng jt evident Ibat all iJie forces 
of the monarchy would be required to defend the capital, precluded the pos- 
sibiht) offollowingupany distant enterprises The Austrians therefore took 
post oil the summits of the Albula, the Juherberg, and the Drogho, the three 
ridges which separate the Italian from the German side of the mountains m 
that quarter, and strongly reinforced the division on the Tonal, the only pass 
between the valley of the Ogho, to which Macdonald was hastening, and that 
of the \dige, whicliwas the ultimate object of his efforls^J). 

uu banks of the Adda, the French general had the 

Srr it.e^ misforluiie to receive intelligence of the capture of a ballahon of 
DruM dismounted hussars, wliich negligently lay m the elevated valley 
at its upper exircmil>, hy a wcU-conccried surprise from Hie Imperial forces 
in the Eugadiuc At the same time, he rcccn ed orders from the first consul 
to place himself under the command of General Brunc, of whose arm) he was 
to form the left wiiigj a morlifjing circumstance to a general who had just 
achieved so important a service in a separate command as the passage of the 
Splugen, hut w Inch abated nothing of liis zeal m the public cause He sug> 
gcslcdto Brunc that two divisions should be detached from the army of Italy 
to reinforce Ins corps, and thus wtthabody of twenty-four thousand men he 
w ould advance across the mountains to Trieste, and clicct a decisive operation 
on the rear of the Imperial army But the gcncrat-in-chicf refused to comply 
wUli this request, wInUi was evidently hazardous, as exposing to overwhelm- 
ing attacks lit detail two separate armies, too far severed from each other to 
be able lu rcnUcrany clTcctual assistance in ease of need (3). 

D.oinii ^apoleolfs orders had directed Macdonald to pcnclralc os soon as 
possible into the valley of the Adige, m order to threaten the Hank 
A|<i|i and rear of (be Inipcnahsts on the Mnicio. kor tlnspurpoMs it was 
necessary to cross the Col \priga, which lay between the valley of the Adda 
and that ov the Oglio, aud afwcw ards surmount the icy surainil of Mont Tonal, 
between the latter stream and that of the Adige. The passage of the Monte 
Apnga, though considerably lessclcvalcd than Ihcbplugcn, was even more 
dillieuUby reason of the cxlrcnicstcc|mcssof the ascents, the entangled wood 
which encumbered Us lower region, and the dreadful nature of the road? 
which in many places is little belter than the bed of a torrent. In seven 
hours, however, all these diflicuUics were overcome; the army found itself ou 
the banks of the Ogl)U,aud extended its uulposts asfarasBormoat theupper 
cxtrcimt) uflhc valley (oj. 

Auxibs There still remained, however, tlic Hereulcau task of surmouiit- 
mg the Tonal, a luouniaiii ridge of great elevation, which could be 
reached at that rude season only by a jialh ihrougli the snow, In which the 
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troops were confined to single files. The summit, as usual in these elevated 
regions, consisted of a small plain three hundred yards broad, situated be- 
Dcc. 21 : tween two enormous and inaccessible glaciers. Across this narrow 

space the Austrians had drawn a triple line of intrenchments, faced for the 
most part by enormous blocks of ice, cut in the form of regular masonry, and 
even more difficult to scale than walls of granite. Notwithstanding these ob- 
stacles, the French grenadiers, after a painful ascent by the narrow and slip- 
pery path, reached the front of the intrenchments. Though received by a 
shower of balls, they succeeded in forcing the external palisades; but all their 
efforts were inelfectual against the Avails of ice Avhich formed the inner 
strength of the Avorks. They Avcrc in consequence obliged to retreat, and 
brought back the disheartening report that this important position Avas im- 
pregnable (i). 

' h'whici. ■ Sensible, however, of the A'ital importance of forcing this passage, 
tiiu ricncu- Macdonald resolved to make another attempt. Eight days after- 
puurd. AA'ards, another column Avas formed, under the.command of Van- 
damme, and approached the terrible intrenchments. The Austrians had in the 
interval added much to the strength of the works; but they Avere assaulted 
Avith so much A’igour, that Iaa'o external forts Avere carried ; still, hoAvever, 
Avhen they approached the principal intrcnchment, the fire from its summit, 
and from a block-house on an elevated position in its rear, Avas so violent, 
that all the elTorts of the Republicans AVcrc again ineffectual, and they Avere 
forced to retire, after staining Avilh their bravest blood the cold and icy sum- 
mit of the mountain. Macdonald Avas in some degree consoled for this disaster 
by the success of hisleRAving, Avhich spread itself into the Engadine, driving 
the Imperialists before it, and made itself master of the Avell-knoAvn stations 
of Glurens and Martinsbruck, on theTyrolean side of tbe mountains (2). 

The importance of these operations, and the obstinacy Avith Avhich the at- 
tack and defence of the inhospitable Alpine ridges Averc conducted at this in- 
clement season, Avill be best understood by casting a glance over the positions 
and movements of the contending armies in the Italian plains at this period. 

, Positions ■\Then hostilities Avere recommenced to the south of the Alps by 
.or?i.e”“'“ the denunciation of the armistice, the Imperial army, sixty-five 
Au^tnins"^ tliousaud stvoug, of Avhich fifteen thousand were cavalry, occupied 
in jtaiy. formidable line of the Mincio, covered by a hundred pieces of 
cannon, flanked on the one extremity by the Po, on the other by the lake of 
Guarda, and strengthened by the strong fortless of Mantua, and the inferior 
fortifications of Peschiera and Borghetto, Avhich gave them the immense ad- 
vantage of being able to debouche at pleasure on either side of the river (5). 
The Imperialists had received orders to remain on the defensive in this ex- 
cellent position until their flari^ were secured, and the prospect of an advnn- 
tageous attack Avas afforded by the advance of .the Neapolitan troops over the 
hills of Tuscany; and the descent of Laudou and Wukassowich from thowoun-: 
tains of Tyrol. ' ■ ' ' • • ' ' • . 

* The French forces in Italy were imiheuse. In the peninsula itHoiiolher 
there AA'ere 93,000 ’men, besides 27,000 Avho. encumbered tlio lio.qiitals. Of 
this great body, 61,000 infantry; 9,000 camlry, dud 178 piccca ol cannon^, 
Avere.ready for active operations on the Mincio, while the roiitid'i'^"*’ occupi-r 2 

(1) Jom. xiv. IGl, 162. Dum. V. 186, 183. Eot. (3) Dum. v. Ui'i, itli- 

iv. 61. Mrsonarobservalion. ’ ’ - ‘ ‘ — 

(2) Join, xiv, 162, 103. Dum. v. 188, 101.' Dot. 
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Tuscan), Lombardy, Piedmonl, and Ltguna. Dunnj llie five montljs ibai 
Ihesc Iroops bad occupied the fertile plains of the l*o, they bad profiled to an 
extraordinary degree by the resources of the country . The soldiers had been 
completely nen clothed, the artillery horses renened, the caialrj nas aJ- 
mojinjpd ihp raasazmes were full, the troops m the higliesi slate of 

■ ' I . I * • ■ 

excited the uiniost discontent in iJic peninsula, inc imiaDiianls cymjwitu 
the bigb-sounding proclamations of the invaders with the sad consequences 
which had followed their footsteps, and, rendered more sullen by the disap- 
pointment of their hopes tbaocrea the serious injuries they had undergone, 
w ere ready upon any re\ erse to ha\ c risen unanimously upon ihcir oppressors. 
This slate of things was well known to the trench commanders, and to secure 
their Hanks and rear they were obliged to detach incniy-Hic thousand from 
the grand army on the Jhncjo, hoiv well soeicr they were aware that U was 
tlicre the fate of Italy w as to he decided { 1). 
nK.is Hostilities were first commenced by Brunc, who found ihcspirit 
of Ills troops SO mucli ciciatcd by the intelligence of the battle of 
uniB* llohcnhnden, and tlic passage of the Splugcn by Macdonald, that 
their ardour could no longer be restrained Tlie firing commenced on the 
iClh, hut notliing except inconsiderable skirmishes ensued before the Sblli. 
The Mincio, «i its course of (nentv miles from the Jake of Cuarda to Mantua, 
though fordable m many p : 

winter, and the flic bridges . : i t > / . ! 

SaIcconzo,Val!cggio,\olta, * : .* 

lions, or strongly intrcndicd and barricaded. IJio lift bank, in ibo bands of 
the Austrians, was generally more elevated than the right, in tho possession 
ofthcUcpublicans; but at Mozambaiio and ^lolmo, near I^ozzuolo, the right 
jiad the adiautage, wJuch evidently pointed out ihcso slationsailJicmost 
adiantagcous for forcing a passage For ihcsc reasons they had been fortified 
with care by the Austrian engineers, who had pushed their iiUrcnchmcnis, 
which were occupied by twenty thousand combatants under HohcnzoHcrn, to 
a considerable distance from the right bank of the river; and against these 
advanced works it linl behoved Brunc to direct hisclTorls(i). 
loMgeni On the 2Qlh the whole French army approached IhcMinciotnfour 
columns. The right, under Dupont, moved towards the sJiorcs of 
the Mantuan lake : the centre, under Suchet, advanced direct upon Nolta; 
the third column, destined to mask Pcschicra, was ordered to take post near 
Ponti; the left and the reserve were directed against Mozambaiio. The l-rciich 
general had intended to have made feigned attacks uniy’uu the centre and 
right, and toliavcaUciupltd to force the passagem good earnest near the lake 
ofGuan ' ' • <•«» » ».»niininn,« ]>tii ibomiirseof events felt out 

othcrwi 
hadoruv.j..— 

had tljc whole IrcnUiaruiy on their hands, successively awnuu**!... • - 

positions they hadfortilicd vvitli so much care, and withdrew lo the ot)»cr 
side, leaving only dctachracnls lo occupy \allr?g*oaiidthc Ute-ile^potit of 
Borghctlo, on the Ucpublican.sidc The I rencU patrols, m coti'enpmKi’, 
'every where approached the river; and Dupont, ignorant that the attack ou 
‘hts‘'side.wasmteQtledoulylobcaftinl,aiiil that the Ufl vvas the real jwml 
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of attack, made the most active preparations for effecting a passage. He suc- 
Dcc-as. ccedcd so well, that, early on the morning of the 2Sth, he had 
tluwu a battalion over, near Moliiio, which speedily established a bridge, 
and soon enabled a whole division to obtain a firm footing on the left bank. 
Hardly was the passage completed, when orders arrived from the commander- 
in-chief to cover, by a fire of cannon, merely the bridge which had been 
established, and allow" no troops to pass over to the other side. But this des- 
patch arrived too late ; the division of Watrin w-as already over; the enemy’s 
troops opposed to it were hourly and rapidly increasing, and any attempt to 
fall back to the bridge would have exposed it to certain and irremediable 
ruin. In these trying circumstances Dupont conceived that the execution of 
his orders had become impossible, and resolved to retain the advantage he 
had gained, by aiding Watrin w'ilh his remaining troops. In this resolution 
he was confirmed by Suchet, wdio was no sooner informed that the passage 
Avas irrevocably engaged on the right, than he resolved to support it Avith all 
his forces, and hastening to the bridge at Molino, crossed over Avith his whole 
corps. Oh their side, the Imperialists, Avho had judiciously placed the bulk 
of- their army in mass, a little in the rear of the centre of the line, no sooner 
Desperate licai'd of tlic passagc at Molino than they directed an overwhelming 
ti“e “'loops force to assail the advanced guard of the enemy. But for the timely 
croVof assistance afforded by Suchet, Dupont’s troops Avould have been to- 

’ otc?." tally destroyed ; as it AA'as, a furious combat ensued, Avhich con- 

tinued Avith various success till night, in Avhich the Republicans only main- 
tained their ground by the- sacrifice of the bravest of their men. For long the 
' French infantry repulsed Avith invincible firmness the repeated and vehe- 
ment charges of the Austrian cavalry ; but at length they Avere driven, by a 
desperate elTort of the Hungarian grenadiers, out of the village of Pozzuolo, 
• and forced in disorder to the water’s edge. All seemed lost ; Avhen the Im- 
perialists, checked by a terrible discharge of grape from the batteries on the 
French side, hesitated in their advance; and Dupont took advantage of their 
in;esolution to animate his men, and lead them back to the charge, Avhich 
Avas executed Avith such’ vigour, that Puzzuolo AVas regained, and the Im- 
perialists repulsed AA'ith the loss of seven hundred prisoners and five pieces of 
cannon. The Austrians, hoAvever, brought up fresh troops ; Pozzuolo AA’as 
again’ carried at the point of the bayonet; Suchet advanced Avith his division 
and retook it; it AA’as again carried by the Imperialists, and continued to be 
alternately conquered and reconquered till nightfall, Avhen it finally remained 
in the hands of the Austrians (1). Even the darkness of a Avinter night could 
not suspend this terrible combat : between eleven and tAvelve the fitful gleams 
df the moon, through a tempestuous and cloudy sky, enabled the Repub- 
licans to perceive tw’o deep masses of grenadiers Avho silently approached 
their intrenchments. They Avere received Avith a general discharge of fire- 
arms of all sorts ; the batteries thundered from the opposite bank ; for a fcAV 
minutes a- volcano seemed to have burst forth on the shore of theMincio,but 
all the efforts of the Imperialists Avere unavailing ; and after a gallant struggle 
they Avere obliged to retire, leaving the French in possession of their blood- 
stained intrenchments (2j. 

Brune, during this bloody conflict, remained in a state of the'greatest irre- 
solution, hesitating betAveen bis original design of effecting a passage at Mo- 

(l) l^ellegarde says it remained in iLe bands of the German cbaractcr makes it probable the former 
ibe Austrians : Oudiiiot afBrms it was ultimately was tbe true account. 

carried by ibe Frencli. The well-known veracity of (2) Nap. ii. 67 ,^ 75 . Bj)t. iv, 63,64. Diun, v. 251, 
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zambano, and Ibc ne\\ project lo nhicli bo was. urged, of supporting the 
ground, w on at so dear a price, m the lower part of the stream. He thus ran 
Ibc risk oflosing Ins whole rigblwing, wbicii was in (ruth onl\ saicd b> the 
desperate \alourof the troops of whom it was composed (1).' Al’leoslh he 
resoled to pursue hi> original design, and form a passage at llozambano. 
Bee ts Tor this purpose, ^larmont, at daybreak, on (he Sblli Dcccniiicr, 
established a battery of forty pteco of cannon on the licighb above that 
place, which commanded the left bank, and despatched orders to Dupont 
and Sachet to keep themsch cs within their intrenthmcnb until they heard 
the lirmg warmly engaged on Ibcir left. Under cover of a thick 
'17m .nd passage was speedily effected, and the french advanced 

guard soon after came to blows with the enemy. It was evident, 
liowcrcr, that they fought onij to cover their rclreaij Oudinol, at 
the head of the Republican grenadiers, bravely resisted till sufficient rein- 
forcements parsed ov cr, lo enable them lo resume the offensi v c, w Inch they did 
with such vigour, that the Impenahsls wero driven back to Vallcggio, froirt 
whence they continued Iheii- retreat iii the night, leaving Dorghetfo to its 
fate, which, next daj , after repuhing an assault w illi great loss, surrendered 
willi the garrison of eight hundred men Incffec(,BcI(cgardc, conceiving the 
passage of the river cUcclcd by the bridge established atiIohno,had resolved 
upon a general retreat, lus troops fJI back mall quarters towards the Adige, 
leaving garrisons m Mantua, \ crona. Linage, and Pcscliicra, w Inch reduced 
his effective force (o fort) lliousand combatants (3). 
fireattoo. IR ihc passogc of tlic Miocto, the Austrians lost above seven thou- 
of wlioiu one-half were prisoners, and forty pieces of 
ui*. cannon, but its moral consequences, as is generally the caso with a 
lirst decisive success, determined the fate of the campaign. The French re- 
sumed the career of victory with their wonted alarritj , the JmpcriahsLs fill 
into the despondency w Inch is the sure prelude to defeat ; and the disastrous 
intclbgcncc the) rcicived from the Bavarian frontier coiUrilmlcd lasprcaJ 
the disheartening iniprcs'ion that Hie Repubhans were mvinciLlc under 
their new leader, and tlial no chance of sifety remained to l!ic monarchy, 
hut III a speedy submission to the conqueror (5). 
ikiutsrje Rrunc, liowcvcr, advanced cautiouMy after his victory. l.caving 
alTrrm dcUcluncnts to mask Manhu, Verona, and Pcscinera, he ap- 
proached the Adige in the ind of December. To cffecl the passage of that ri- 
ver, the French general made use of the same stratagem which had becu 
attempted for the passage of the Miiicio, viz., lo make demonstrations both 
against the lower and upjicr part of the stream; and whife the cncitiy vvrre 
distracted ui their aucnlion by a niiiliipliciiy of attacks, the artillery aad 
bridge equipage were sttretly conducted lo Bassolengo. .Sixty pieces of can- 
non were established there in battery, on the hciglilsof the right bank, ou the 
niurnmg of the Isl January, which opened their lire at daybreak, 
under cover of which a bridge was speedily cunstrueled wiihoui opp*)yi(iun 
from the enemy. The Iroops parsed our, and C'.(abh9(ic</ duui^cUcioti the 
left bank.williout bring a 'hot; the Impenahsls were much less solicitous 
about mtcrriipling llitir operations than ilhctiiig a junctiuii w iili the corps of 
Wukassowhich ami l.audoii, which were hastening by tlse deide* of If o 
Brtnia lo.vards the plain of Uassaito. UclKvrdo withdrew Ins forces ou aU 
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sides, and concentrated them in the strong position- of Caldiero, already sig- 
nalized by a victory over Napoleon, Avhile the Republicans closely followed 
his footsteps, and extending their left up the rocky gorge of the Adige, made 
themselves masters, after severe combats, of the narrow defile of Corona and 
• the immortal plateau of Rivoli (1). 

ii'e uqmbf RepubJicaiis, under Moncey, pursued their advantages ; the 

Imperialists, under Laudon, long and obstinately defended the 

tile Adige. town of Alta, in the valley of the Adige, hut were driven from it 
with the loss of five hundred prisoners ; they again held firm in the intrench- 
ments of S.-Marco, hut were at length forced to retreat, and took refuge in 
tlie defile of Galliano, already celebrated by so many combats. At the same 
Jan. 2 . lime, the Ralian division of Count Theodore Lecchi ascended the 
valley of the Oglio, and entered into coininunicalion vith Macdonald’s corps 
immediately after its repulse from the icy ramparts of Mont Tonal; while de- 
tachments in the rear formed the blockade of Mantua, Peschiera, Verona, and 
Legnago. Laudon retired with six thousand men to Roveredo, from w'hence 
he was soon after driven, and fell back, disputing every inch of ground, to 
the foot of the fort of Pietra, overhanging the deep and rapid stream of the 
Adige between that town and Trent (2). 

Bellegarde, finding his force so materially weakened by the garrisons which 
he was obliged to throw into the fortified towns on the Mincio, and the losses 
sustained in the passage of that river, had given orders to ‘Wulvassowich and 
Laudon, whose united forces exceeded twenty thousand men, to fall backfr.om 
the Italian Tyrol, through the defiles of the Brenta, and join him in the plains of 
Bassano, in the rear of Galliano ; and it was to give them time to accomplish 
this junction that he took post on the almost impregnable heights of Galliano. 
fuumo^oc Laudon was commencing this movement when he was rudely 
Lau^oti on assailed by the division of Moncey, and harassed in his retreat up 
Adige^*’" the valley of the Adige in the manner which has been mentioned. 

, But a greater danger awaited him. On the very day on which he retired to 
the castellated defile of La Pietra, he received the alarming intelligence that 
Trent, directly in his rear, and by which he required to pass to gain the upper 
extremity of the Brenta, was occupied by Macdonald, at the head of nine 
thousand men ! To understand how this happened, it is necessary to resume 
the narrative of the army of the Grisons, after its repulse from the glaciers of 
Mont Tonal (5). 

mokcrius'^ After that check, Macdonald had collected in the Val Gamonica, 
tiding the Italian division of Lecchi, above nine thousand men; 

Tyroi“ and with them he eagerly sought for some defile or mountain-path 
by which to penetrate across the rocky chain which separates that valley from 
' that of the Sarca, from whence he could reach Trent and the banks of the 
Adige. But these rugged cliffs, which push out, with hardly any declivity, 
almost to Brescia, in the plain of Lonibardy, defeated all his efforts; and it 
' became necessary to turn their southern extremity by Pisogno, at the head 
of the lake of Iseo, from thence cross the Gol di San Zeno, into the valley of 
Sabia, and again surmount another ridge into the Val Trompia; in order to 
ascend by the beautiful sides of the Ghiesa into the valley- of Sarca. This long 
circuit, which would have been completely avoided by forcing the passage of 
Mont Tonal, irritated to the highest degree the French troops, who had ex- 
pected at once, after surmounting'.the Splugen, 'to take a part in the glories 

(0 -lora. iiv. 196, 197. Bum. v. 276, 290. Nap. (3) Bot. iv, 66, 67, Join, siv, 198, 199" Bum, W 
ii. 76, 79. Bot, iv. 66. » agi, 285. 

(2) Join, XIV. 19§, 199, Biun. v. 288, 290, 
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iMorrtt At the moment >^hca lhi» double armistice consolidated the 
Frcncji power in lialj and Germanv, a dangerous insurrection 
jw ‘? 3 “' out m Piedmont The people of that countrj were exaspe- 

«»«*- rated to the Iiigliesl degreo at the endless and vexatious requisi- 
tions of the French troops, the most ardent democrats were thunderstruck 
hy the annexation of the territory of ^ crcclb to the Cisalpine republic, and 
the clei^y and nobles justly apprehensive of the extinction of their rights and 
properties, from the continued ascendant of France Fed by so inauj sour- 
ces, the flame of discontent, though long smothered, at length broke out, 
the peasants of the ^ alley of \osla took up arms, expelled the French dclacli- 
mcnls, and shut up their depot of conscripts in the fortress of hrea, while 
sjmptoms of insurrection appeared at Tunn (1) But the vigour of SouU 
overcame the danger, ho spccdilv surrounded and disarmed the insurgent 
quarter of the capital, and the appearance of Mural, who at that nioincnl 
descended from the mountains in ihcir rear, extinguished the revolt in tho 
Alpinevailcjs The rcvolutionarj pari) ofPiedmontfound thcmsclvcsmcs- 
tncahlj enveloped in a despotic net from winch it was impossible to escape 
isftpou- The cannon of Matongo had shaken the throne of the Two Sici- 
the court of Naples was conscious that the sangumarj cxccu- 
K, wtTuj 1*®"® which hvl disgraced its return to the shores of Cam|iania, 
*r«* rt. had exposed it to the utmost danger from the > cngcanco of the po- 
pular part) , and that it hid liufc to hope from the mere) of the lirsl consul, 
jflho Imperial standards were fiiiall) chased from Italy tcclingiU very exis- 
tence thus endangered, the Cabinet of Ferdinand 1\ liad made exertions dis- 
proportioncd to the strength of tho kingdom An arm), sixteen thousand 
strong, splendid m appearance, and formidable, if numerical strength only 
were considered, under the commandof Count Bogerdo Daiiias, had advanced 
through the Homan states, and taken post on the confines of Tuscan), read) 
to foment tho discontent of its mhabiiants, which tho enormous rcquistiuns 
of the French authorities had exasperated to tlic greatest degree, and act In 
conjunction with tho (mpcnatisis at Sonimariva, whose head-quarters were 
j>i. lo. at Vneona The wcakncs3ofMiolUs,thcl rcnchcommanderinTiis- 
cany, whose forces had been reduced, by the garrisons left In I ucca, Ixghorn, 
and Horcncc, to four thousand men, encouraged them to attempt in otfi-u- 
sivcmovcmcni Thc) advanced to Sienna, which rose mmvurrcclion against 
the trench, while Vrezzo, supported by dclachmcnls from \iicoiia, again 
di'pla)cd thc standard of revolt But on this, as on every other occasion 
during the war, thc utter loss of military character by llio Neapolitans was 
pamfuliy coti'^pictious Mioliis colfrclid tliousaiid veterans from Che 
neighbouring garrisons, and advanced against the invaders Tho vanguard 
It of terdmand fled at the liarc sight of llic enemy, InvaiiithciiiCin- 


trami»hng*undcr fi>ol their own (l)mg ngimcnls, and tho whole army soon 
became a u«’Clcss crowd of fugitives, which hastened, hVe a dock of shrep, 
towards the Homan frontier, without iuving sustain^ any serious loss Un 
tins occa'ion ijictrinch liardlj lircdashot, and thc Ncaiiolitans were dis- 
comfited b) the mere sight of the I’icdnioiiteso levies, a strikins^t roof how 
much more rapidl) unlilar) virtue luJ declined in thc south llun thc nortli 
of the janimula {i) 

(I) \* 10 511 iw I» t9 l>»’^ » 
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Even, llo^YCvcr, if the Neapolitan troops had comhalcd ^vilh the valour of 
the aueient Sainnilos, the result would have heen the same. Sonunariva no 
sooner heard of this disaster at Sienna than he retraced his steps towards 
Ancona; the insurgents at Arc/zo made haste to oiler their submission to the 
conqueror; .Mural’s corps, ten thousand strong, was approaching Parma; 
Jan. jn. and the armistice of Trevino, a few days after, pul a final period lo 
the co-operation of the Imperialists, .\ncona was delivered up agreeably 
to the convention ; I'erras passed into the hands of the llcpnblicans ; southern 
Italy lay open lo the invader; and the nnwarlilce Neapolitans were left alone 
jiti. 20 . to combat a power before which the veteran bands of Austria and 
Russia had fallen (1). Napoleon openly expressed his determination lo over- 
turn the throne of the Two Sicilies, ami .Murat, at the head of an army of 
twenty-eight thousand men, composed of his own corps, that of .Miollis, and 
two divisions of veterans from the .Mincio, soon after crossed the Apennines, 
to carry into execution the mandates of Republican vengeance. 
xjpsV’mrs Court of Naples had not trusted merely lo its military 

'‘■ •'’' ■‘V. preparations; the address of the (piccn extricated the throne from 
to iin|iU)rr the imminent danger to which it was exposed, and gave it a few 
rliii'.''" years longer of a precarious existence. No sooner h.jcl the battle of 
Marengo and the armistice of .Me'xandria opened the eyes of this able and 
enterprising, though vehement and impassioned woman lo the imminence of 
the danger which threatened the Neapolitan throne, if it were left alone to 
resist the redoubtable forces of France, than she adopted the only resolution 
which could ward olVlhe impending calamities. Selling olV in person from 
Palermo, shortly before the winter campaign commenced, she undcrloolca 
journey to Si.-Petersburg to implore the powerful intercession of the Czar, 
should events prove adverse, to appease the wrath of the conqueror. It soon 
appeared how’ prophetic had been her anticipations. The Emperor Paul, 
whose chivalrous character and early hostility lo the principles of the Revo- 
lution had been by no means extinguished by his admiration for Napoleon, 
was highly flattered by this adventurous step. The prospect of a queen set- 
ting out in the depth of winter lo undertake the arduons'journey from Pa- 
lermo to St. -Petersburg lo implore his aid, was as flattering lo his vanity as 
the renown of upholding a tottering throne was agreeable lo his romantic 
ideas of government (2). Re w'armly espoused the cause of the unfortunate 
princess, and not only promised lo intercede with all his influence in her 
favour with the first consul, but forthwith desiialched .M. Lowaschelf, an 
officer high in his household, and who enjoyed his intimate confidence, to 
give additional weight to his mediation with the Cabinet of the Tuileries. 

Napoleon had many reasons for yielding to the eflbrts of the 
jicw/io his northern emperor. A conqueror, who had recently usurped the 

itiicrccs* * * ^ w * 

sioii. oldest throne in Europe, was naturally desirous to appear on con- 
fidential terms with its greatest potentate ; and the sovereign w’ho had just 
placed himself at the head of the northern maritime coalition against England 
could hardly be expected to intercede in vain at the court of its inveterate 
enemy. For these reasons, M. Lowaschelf was received with extraordinary 
distinction at Paris: On the road lo Italy he w;)s treated wdlh the honours 
‘usually reserved for crowned heads; and the Italians, ayIio recollected the 
desperate strife between the Russians and Republicans, beheld with astonish- 
ment the new-born harmony which had risen up between their envoys. He 
arrived at Florence.al the same time that General Murat made his entry. The 

(0 N.>P. "•8-1. 85. num. V. 328, 33(. Jam. MV. ( 2 ) l!ot. iv. 71. ' "v.SJT.S' ’^■n. m'i-, 211, 
215, 217- lint. iv. 70,71. . 212. • . , - 
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cilj brjllnntly illunmiatcil m Ihc c\cning, oery where m public they 
appeared together, o\crsIiado\\eii by a Iri-colour and a Russian standard, 
and the Russian tinoj declared to the bewildered Florentines, “ that two 
great nations should forever Ik. united foi the repose of mankind (1) ” 
r » « iw Racked bj such jiowcrful mnucncc, and the terrors of lliirly Ihou- 
i sand I rcnch soldiers on the Tiber, the negotiation was not long of 
being bronglu to a Icrnnnaltoii Ivapoldon had directed that the 
iri> j. afldirs of Naples should be altogether excluded from the articles 
of the armistice at Trev iso, in order that he might alone regulate the destmiqs 
of a kingdom, the old ally of England, and the impassioned enemj of ^he 
Revolution The terms prescribed to Murat, and embodied in the armistice of 
Fohgno, were less distinguished by seventy towards the hcapolilans Ih^n 
hostility to the Lnglisli , and this treaty is remarkable as containing the first 
official enunciation of the Coxtkestvl Svstem, (o which, through the whole 
remainder of his career, he so mHcxibly adhered, and winch liad so large a 
share, through thcmiserywhichiloccasioned, m bringing about his ultimate 
overthrow (2j 

lu roadi By the armistice of fohgno it was provided that the Neapolitan 
‘ troops should forihw Uli evacuate the Uomau states, but that, even 

after their retreat, the Republicans should continue to occupy harm and the 
line of ihcNcra, toils junction with the Tiber, that “all the ports of Naples 
and Sicily sliould instantly be closed against English vessels of merchandise 
ns well as war, and remain shut till the conclusion of a general peace, tliat 
all prosecutions on account of political offences should cease, and the scientific 
men, unworthily detained at Naples ou their return from £g>pt, should be 
instantly set at liberty (3) ” 

180/'*** By the treaty of Fohgno, which was signed soon afterwards, the 
h ambitiouo projects of the first consul were more completely dove- 
leu en”t>r lopcd, and the first indications were manifested of that resolution 
fo envelope the coutment in au iron net, which was afterwards so 
0 f» completely earned into effect By ibis treaty it was provided, 
that all the harbours of the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily should be closed 
to all English or Turkish vessels until the conclusion of a general peace, 
that Porto Longone in the island of Elba, Piombino m Tuscany, and a small 
territory ou the sea-coast of that duchy, should be ceded to France , that all 
political prosecutions should cease, and the sum of 30,000 francs be paid 
by the Neapolitan Government to the victims of former disorders on the 
return of the court of Sicily , that the statues and paintings taken from Rome 
by the Neapolitan troops sliould be restored, and that, in case of a menaced 
attack from the troops ofTurkey or England, a French corps, equal to what 
should be sent by the Emperor of Russia, should be jilaced at his disposal ” 
Under these last words was veiled the most important article in the treaty, 
which was speedily earned into effect, and revealed the resolution of the 
French Government to take military possession of the whole peninsula On 
the fst \pnl, only three dajs after the signature of this treaty, and before 
either any requisition had been made by the Neapolitan Government or any 
dangci menaced Iheir dominions, acorpsof twelve thousand men, under the 
command of GcneialSouU, set out from the French lines, and before the end 
of the same month took possession of the fortresses of Tarentum, Otranlo, 
Brindisi, and all the harbours m the exlrcnuty of Calabria Bj a secret article 

(1) Jon * Dam.v 333 334 Bol (2) Jom xv 219 220 Vum v 3U 342 C<» 

3) T 341 



1800.] ; . HISTORY OF EUROPE. 217 

in the treaty, the Neapolitan Government were to pay 500,000 francs (L.20,000) 
a-month for the pay and equipment of this corps, besides furaishing gratis 
all the provisions it might require (•]). The object of this occupation was to 
facilitate the establishment of a communication with the army in Egypt, and 
it excited the utmost solicitude in the breast of Napoleon. Ilis instructions to 
Soull are extremely curious, as proving how early he had embraced the new 
political principles on which his government was thereafter founded. Among 
'other things, be directed that the general “ should engage in no revolution, 
but, on the contrary, severely repress any appearance of it which might break 
out ; that he should communicate to all his officers that the French Govern- 
ment had no desire to revolutionize Naples; that with all his staff he should 
go to mass on every festival with military music, and always endeavour to con- 
ciliate the priests and Neapolitan authorities; that he should maintain his 
' army at the expense of Tuscany and Naples, as the Republic was so over- 
whelmed by the return of its armies to the territory of France, that he could 
not send them a single farthing.” Finally, he gave minute directions for the 
reduction of porto Ferraio and the island of Elba, little anticipating that he 
was seeking to acquire for the Republic his own future place of exile (2). 

of This little island, which has since acquired such interest from the 
juiy,’ i3oi. residence of Napoleon in 1814, was at first deemed an easy con- 
quest by the French general. But he soon found that he had a very different 
enemy to deal with from the pusillanimous troops of Naples. The English 
garrison of porto Ferraio consisted merely of three hundred British soldiers, 
of eight- hundred Tuscan troops, and four hundred Corsicans in the pay of 
Great Britain; but into this motley assemblage the governor, Colonel Airley, 
had infused his own undaunted resolution. At first the French commenced 
the siege with fifteen hundred men only ; but finding that number totally 
inadequate, they gradually augmented their force to six thousand men, while 
three frigates maintained a strict blockade, which soon reduced the garrison 
to great straits from want of provisions. But in the end of July, Sir John 
Borlase Warren hove in sight with an English squadron ; the French cruizers 
instantly took refuge in the harbour of Leghoim; and the Republicans, in 
their turn, began to experience the hardships of a blockade. Three French 
frigates Avere captured in endeavouring to convey supplies across the straits 
of Piombino to the besiegers, -but as in spite of these disasters the labours of 
the siege advanced, a general effort was made on the loth September to des- 
troy the works. Two thousand men, consisting of the Swiss regiment of 
• Watteville and detachments from the marines of the fleet, Avere landed, and 
■ iis attacked the Republicans in rear, Avbile Airley, by a vigorous sortie, ' 

the^Ergiuh assailed them in front. The attack Avas at first successful, and some 
earrisoii. battei’ics Avhich commanded the entrance of the harbour Avere 

taken and spiked ; but the Republicans having returned in greater force, the 
besieged were obliged to retire, and the troops who had landed were again 
embarked. Notwithstanding this, however, the most vigorous defence Avas 
made ; the terrors of a bombardment Avere tried in vain to’shake the resolu- 
tion of the garrison; and after a siege of fiAm months, the governor had the 
glory of surrendering the fortress intrusted to his charge only in consequence 
of an express condition in the treaty of.Amiens (5). This successful resist- 
ance by a' handful of men to the troops Avho bad vanquished the greatest 
military monarchies of Europe, excited a great sensation both in England 
and on the continent, and served as a presage of that- desperate struggle AA'hich 

(q Dum.vi.2G8. PifcesJust. . (3) Article T, Treaty of Amiens, 

(2) Diim, vi. 270, 280. Pieces Just. N.ap.ii. 89., 
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awailcd llicni, vlicn, aflcr trampling under foot tliq soullicm hosts, they 
cncotinlcrcd the stubborn ^alou^ of northern freedom “It says tljc 
Impartial I rench liislonan, “an extraordinary spectacle m the midst of the 
triumphal songs, and in the bosom of a continental peace, so long desired, so 
painfullj acquired, to behold an island, of easy access and almost touching 
iho continent, tho scene of a long-continued and doubtful strife (1), and 
Kuropc beheld \Mih amazement, in that island, a single fortress arrest the 
arms w Inch tlic forces of the coalition had been unable to subdue ” 
f,b 3 By tiic treaty of luncviltc, which the Emperor Francis was 
obliged to subscribe, “not only as Emperor of Austria, but in the 
Luniv I • name of the German empire,” Belgium and all tho left bank*of the 
Itbiuc were again formally reded to I ranee, Lombardy was creeled into an 
independent stale, and the \dige declared the boundary betwixt it and the 
dominions of Austria, Venice, wiili alt its territorial possessions as far as the 
Adige, was guaranteed to Austria, the Duke of Modena rcccncd the Bnsgau 
m exchange for Ins duchy, which was annexed to the Cisalpine republic, 
the Grand Duke of luscany, the emperor’s brother, gaio up his dominions 
to the infant Duke of [ anna, a branch of the Spanish family, on the promise 
of an indemnity m Germany, trance ahandoned Kehl, Casscl, and Ehren- 
hrcitzcn, on condition that these forts should remain m the situation in 
which they were when giicn up, the princes dispossessed by the cession of 
the left bank of the Ilhmc were promised an indemnity in tho bosom of the 
Empire, Ihoindepcndcnco of ihcDalaviaii, Ilcliciie, Cisalpine, and Ligurian 
republics was guaranteed, and their mhabilanis declared “ to ha>o the power 
of choosing whaloicr form of gOTcrnment they preferred f2) ” 

These conditions did not diQcr materially from iliosc contained in the 
treaty of Gampo tornuo, or from those olTcrcd by Napoleon previous to tho 
renewal of tho war , a remarkable circumstance, when it is recollected ho>Y 
\astan addition tho iictonesof Marengo, llohenlmdcn, and thoMmciohad 
since made to the preponderance of the French arms 
ru'b‘’fnbM article which compelled the Emperor to subscribe this treaty , 

Tu empire as well as Emperor,^ of Austria, gave rise m 

L *” 1 ^' the sequel, as shall be shown, to the most painful internal dn isions 
m Germany By a fundamental law of the empire, the Lmperor could not 
bind the electors and slates of which he was the head, without either their 
concurrence or express powers to that elTccl previously conferred Ihewanl 
of such powers had rendered inextricable the separate interests referred to 
the Congres> atRastadl, hut Napoleon, whose impatient disposition could 
not brook such formalities, cut the mailer short at Lunevillc, by throwing 
Ins sw ord into the scale, and insisting that the emperor should sign for the 
empire as well as himself, leaving bun to vindicate such a step as lie best 
could to the princes and states of the Imperial Confederacy The Emperor 
hesitated long before Iio subscribed such a condition, which left the seeds of 
interminable discord in the Germanic body , but the conqueror was inexor- 
able, and no means of evasion could be found IIo vindicated himself to the 
electors in a dlgnirici ' ■ 

when the treaty wa . Imperial 

authority was restn it point m a 

precise manner, and therefore that he had been compelled to sign, as hcati 
of tho empire, wHlioul any title so lo do, be added, “Bu% on the other 
hand, the consideration of the melancholy situation m which, at that period, 

CD Dum r 3jS 359 ABU.llfg SfOJ p «9 (2) S« the Treaty ib Uoraat, yi 352. e« 

Jora>»3Il371 .lllwJusi » 
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a large part of Germany was placed, the prospect of the still more calamitous 
fate with which the superiority of the French menaced the empire if the 
peace was any longer deferred (1); in fine, the general wish, which was 
loudly expressed, in favour of an instant accommodation, were so many power- 
ful motives which forbade me to refuse the concurrence of my minister to Ups 
demand of the French plenipotentiary.” The electors and princes of the 
empire felt the force of this touching 'appeal; they commiserated the situa- 
tion of the first monarch in Christendom, compelled to throw himself on his 
subjects for forgiveness of a step which he could not avoid ; and one of the 
first steps of the Diet of the empire, assembled after the .treaty of Luneville 
was signed, was to give it their solemn ratification, grounded on the extra- 
ordinary situation in which the Emperor was then placed. But the question 
of indemnities to the dispossessed princes was long and warmly agitated. It 
continued for above two years to distract the Germanic body; the interven- 
tion both of France and Russia was required to prevent the sword being 
drawn in these internal disputes; and by the magnitude of the changes 
which were ultimately made, and the habit of looking to foreign protection 
which was acquired, the foundation was laid of that league to support sepa- 
rate interests which afterwards, under the name of the Confedera.tion of the 
Rhine, so well served the purposes of French ambition, and dissolved the 
venerable fabric of the German empire (2).” 
oifthis""* The winter campaign of 1800 demonstrates, in the most striking 
eimpaign. mattuer, the justice of the observation by the Archduke Charles, 
that the valley of the Danube is the quarter where vital blows against the 
Austrian monarchy are to be struck, and the importance of frontier or cen- 
tral fortifications to arrest the march of a victorious invader, The disaster of 
Marengo was soon repaired, and did not.prevent the Austrians again taking 
the field at the head of an army which almost balanced the Republican 
forces; but the battle of Hohenlinden at once laid open the vitals of the mo- 
narchy. The reason is to he found in the numerous fortresses which covered 
the Imperial frontiers in Lombardy, and the total want of any such barrier 
between Austria and Bavaria, After the passage of the Mincio, the army of 
Brune was so severely weakened, by the detachments left in the rear to bloc- 
kade the fortresses on tha,t river, that he Avas unequal to any farther offen- 

())• See the original, Dura, vi. 298. Pieces Just, 

(2; Duin. vi. 29, 30- Hard. viii. 52. 

M.ncli 20 * This glorious peace excited, as might 
iBoi- Extra- been expected, the most en- 

vagantjoy tlmsiastic joy ill Paris. It was an- 
al tins pr.ace nounced in these terms to the iiihabi- 
in Pans. tanls by Napoleon ; — “ A glorious 
peace has terminated the continental war. Your 
frontiers are extended to the limits assigned to 
them by nature; nations long separated from you 
rejoin their hrethren, and Increase by a sixth your 
nunibers, your territory, and your resources. This 
success you owe chictly to the courage of your sol- 
diers, to their patience in fatigue, their passion for 
liberty aud glory : hut you owe' it i)ot less to the 
happy restoration of concord, and that union of 
feelings and interests, which has more than once 
saved France from ruin. As long as you were di- 
vided, your ciieiiiics never'Iost the hope of subjugat-' 
ing you; tlicy hoped that you would be vanquished 
by yourselves, and that the power wiiich had 
triumphed over all their efforts would crumble au.iy 
ill the convulsions of discord and anarchy. Their 
hope has been disappointed; may it never revive, 

Iteinaiu for ever united by the recollection of jour 
doiiicslic misfortunes, by tlie sentiment of your pre- 
sent gr.indeur and force. Beware of lowering by 


base passions .a name uhicU so iiianj" exploits bave 
consecrated to glory and immortality. 

“ Let a generous emulation second our arts and 
our industry; let useful labours embellish that 
France which external nations will never iiientioii 
but with. admiration and respect; let the stranger 
who hastens to visit it, find among j'ou tlie gentle 
and hospilahle virtues which dislinguished your 
ancestors Let all professions r.iise ihcniselvcs to 
the dignity of the French name; let commerce, while 
it reforms its relations with other people, acquire 
the consistency which fixes its enterprises, not on 
hazardous speculations, hut constanf relations. Tims 
our commerce will resume the rank which is due to 
it; thus will he fortified the bonds which unite us to 
the lUQSt cnlighlqiied people of the cootinent; thus 
will that nation, even, which lias armed itself again.st 
Fjance, he taught to .ibjure its excessive pretensions, 
andallcnglh learn the great truth, that, for people as 
individu.ds, there can he nosccurity forrcal prospe- 
rity hut in the happiness of all.” fUmu. vi-296. Pic- 
cesjust.j It is curious to observe how early, amidst 
his contiiiciitai triumphs, the ainliitioii of the first 
consul was directed to commercial and maritime 
greatness, in the effort to attain wlijch he was led to 
indulge ill such implacable hostility to this country 
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she mo^Clncnts,and if the \\ar had continued, he nould probably ha^c been 
compelled (o retreat ; hut, after the bailie of Jlohcnlmdcn, the undiminished 
battalions of Moreau poured in resistless strcnglli into the undefended llerc- 
ihtary States. The Archduke Charles had long before foreseen this, bj the 
fortiiications of Llm he enabled hray for siv m ecks to arrest the rictor m the 
middle of his career ; and so sensible was Kapokon of llieir importance, that 
his first measure, Mlion they fell mlo his hands, is as to le\el them iMth the 
ground. 

TIic peace of Lundi die aa as the first considerable pause m the continental 
strife, and already it had become manifest that the objects of the AAar had 
been changed, and tliat hoslihtics A\ctc now to be earned on, for the subju- 
gation of a ditrcrcnt povser from that w luck \s as at first contemplated. 

Ti. rf.i The extinction of the rciolutionary spirit, the stoppage of the m- 
sidious system of propagandism, by nhich the Trench democracy 
shaking all the thrones, and endangering all the inslitulions 
ii.AiiiM and liberties of Curojic, A\as the real object of the uar. The resto- 
ration of the Bourbons nas never considcied of importance, farther than as 
affording a guarantee, and what at first ajipcarcd the best guarantee, against 


proved was far more efficacious The restoration of a brave and honourable, 
but weak and unwarhke race of monarchs, would have been but a feeble 
barrier against the turbulent spirit of French democracy, but the elevation 
of an energetic and resolute conqueror to the throne, who guided the army 
by his authority and dazzled iho people by Ins viclones, proved perfectly 
sufficient to coerce its excesses Napoleon said truly, that he was the best 
friend which the cause of order m Europe ev cr had, and that he did more 
for Us sovereigns, by the spirit which be repressed m France, than evil by 
the victories which he gained m Germany/* The conquests which he achieved 
affected only the external power or present liberty of nations , they did not 
change the internal frame of govemmcDt, or prev ent the future resurrection 
of freedom, and when his military despotism was subverted, the face of Fu- 
ropean society reappeared from under the mask of slavery w ilhoui any ma- 
terial alteration, but the innovations of the National Assembly totally sub- 
verted the fabric of a constitutional monarchy, and by destroying all the in- 
termediate classes betw een the throne and the peasantry , left to the people of 
France no alternative for the remainder of their history hut American equa- 
lity or Asiatic despotism Tlie cause of order and freedom, therefore, gamed 


existence of liberty, which arose from the democratic innovations of his 
predecessors 

EvM<-i,« But though the cause of liberty was thus relieved fromils most 
"LnV?D pressing dangers, the moment that the first consul seized (hchcini, 
pi lati* jjjp pejjj Jo the independence of the surrounding states, and of 
Enabl’d ^ England in particular, became cvlrcmc Ihs conduct soon shewed 
vvlnt his memoirs hav e since confessed, that he had formed, from the vcry^ 
commencement, a resolution to make Trance the first of European powers,' 

... ed forces against the existence ot 

, . ■ all directed to Ibis end, he made 

. ^ ^ » iquished nations, that they should 
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cxcliule English ships from iheir harbours, and he had contrived, by flatter- 
ing the vanity of the Emperor of Ilussia, and skilfully fomenting the jealousy 
of the neutral states, to combine a formidable maritime league against Eng- 
land in the north of Europe. Thus, as time rolled on, the Avar totally altered 
its object ; and the danger of subjugation changed sides. Commenced to stop 
the revolutionary propagandism of France, it terminated by being directed 
against the maritime preponderance oftireat IJritain ; and England, which set 
out with heailing the confederacy, ended by linding herself compelled to 
combat for her existence against the power of combined Europe. 

In the progress of the conflict also, a change not less important in 
"u' wiiV-!.’ the mode of carrying on the war had arisen ; and theUevolutionary 
I’uili’.ri'f compelled by the penury of their (lomcslic resources, had 

..r.uio. adopted a system of extorting supplies from the van([uished stales, 
hitherto unknown in modern warfare. Jl is the boast of the philosophic 
historian that civilisation bad softened even the rude features of war in 
modern Europe; that industry securely reaped its harvest amidst hostile 
squadrons, and llio invaded territory fell the enemy’s presence rather by the 
quickened sale for its produce than the ruthless hand of the spoiler (1). But 
though this was true when Gibbon wrote, the French Revolution had in- 
troduced a very din'erent system, and made war retrograde to the rapine and 
spoliation of barbarous limes. The Revolutionary armies issued from the 
Republic as the Goths from the regions of the north, powerful in numbers, - 
dcsliluleof resources, starving from want, but determined to seek for plenty, 
at the sword’s point, from lIio countries through which they passed; the 
principle on which they uniformly acted was to make war maintain war, and 
levy in its theatre, whether a hostile or neutral territory, the means of carrying 
on the contest. They formed no magazines; brought with them no money; 
paid for nothing; but by the terrors of military execution wrung from the 
wfelcbcd inhahilants the inost ample supplies. “ The army of Roreau,” says 
General ^lalhieu-Uumas, “ransacked the country between the Rhine and the 
Inn, devoured its subsistence, and reduced the inhabitants to despair, while 
it maintained ihe strictest discipline. The devastation of w’ar for centuries 
before, even that of the Thirty Years, was nothing in comparison. Siticc the 
period when regular armies had been formed, the losses occasioned by the 
inarches and combats of armies iverc passing evils; the conquest of a country 
did not draw^ after it its ruin. If a few' districts or some towns carried by 
assault were abandonc'd to the fury of the soldiers, the inexorable pen of 
history loaded with reproaches the captains Avho pcrinillcd, or the sovereigns 
who did not'punish such outrages. But Moreau’s army levied, in a few months, 
above twenty millions in requisitions; enormous contributions w ere unceas- 
ingly exacted; the- people Averc overwhelmed; the governments of the op- 
pressed stales entirely exhausted. It AA'as reserved for our age to Avilness, in 
the midst of the rapid progress of civilization, and after so many eloquent 
declamations. in fai'our of humanity, the scourge of Avar immeasurably ex- 
tended; the art of government become in the bands of the conqueror an 
instrument of extortion, and systematic robbery be styled, by the leaders of 
regeneration, the right of conquest (2).” 

S>mptom3 Even in this gloomy stale of the political horizon, hoAvever, the 
“nrgi-i.c'i’ai streaks of light were becoming visible Avhich Avere destined to 
s'um’in" expand into all the lustre of day. The invasion of the f rencii troops, 

“p- ” ° their continued residence in other stales, bad already gone dar to 


( 1 ) Gibbon. 


(2) Duiu. V. 72, 73. 
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dispel llioso illusions in tlicir fasour, to winch, cn ca more than the terror of 
Ihcir arms, tlicir astonishing successes had been owing. Their standards 
were no longer haded with enthusiasm by the people who had experienced 
their prcsciiccj (he declaration of war (o (he palace ami peace to the cottage 
had ceased to dcccnc mankind. The consequences of their conquests had 
been fell; requisitions and taxes— merciless ^equlSltlou3,g^le^ous taxes— had 
been found to follow rapidly m the footsteps of these alluring expressions; 
penury, want, and starvation were seen to stalk m the rear of the tn-color 
Hag. Already the symptoms of poillaiv resista>cc were to be seen; the 
peasantry ocu of Iho unwarhke Italian peninsula bad repeatedly and 
spontaneously Hown to arms ; the patriotic efforts of Austria had recalled the 
glorious days of Maria Theresa, and the heroic sacrifices of the Forest Cantons 
had emulated the virtues, if not Uie triumphs, of Scmpach and Sforgarten. 
Unmarked as it was amidst the blaze of military glory, the sacred fiame was 
beginning to spread which was destined to set free mankind; bamshed from 


how uniformly, when oppression becomes intolerable, an under current 
begins to flow , destined ultimately to correct it, that the surest foundation is 
laid for confidence in the final arrangements of Supreme \\isdoin, amidst the 
misfortunes or the Mces of tbo world. 



1801 .] 


223 


HISTORY OT EUJIOPH. 


CHAPTER XXXI II. 

rnOM TIIK I'HACU OF LUSFVJLI.S 10 TIIK l)ISSOt,UTJON OF TIIU AOUTJlCn.'J MAHITIMB 

COAFLOUtlACV. 

^OVLJlr.Ul t’OJ— MvY, 1601. 

AUGUMEKT, 

Orii;iu of Iho dirforcnco liel\'iceH Iho law; of war nl sea aiul laml— K.irly usapus of w.ar on 
Loth elenuMils— C'.railual eli.ni^e .11 l.iml— Original cu^toms >tili kL'pi uj) Jl !.ea— Common 
iii.iritimo l.nv of Kiirojie .is to netiir.il loscb— I’rinciplci of lli.il l.io — II nos nnivors.il in 
Europe prior lo 17S0— Hut llicso riglils nere 3umelime» .ilt.itcd hy .ijicci.il tre.iiy- Origin of 
rcsi>l.ince to llieta— Anued iiemr.diiy~Salise(iucnlly .ib.indoiied liy llio Norlliern I'owurs 
in liicvr own cabO— Tre.ilio.-. niili ItUbsid, S\.fden, and Ainenc.x since nso, rccogidsiiig lids 
right to Engl.ind - Hut noutr.ils sufTered se» erely in die close of die war— ICteessivo \ iolence 
of die Hireclory .ig.iiiisl Anierii'a— >.ipolei)n lerniin.itcs die diHercnces of France nidi dial 
• poncr — .Maritime iro.ity lictnoeii France and Anieric.i— lleviv.il of Ilio iniiieipics of dm 
armed luulralily— Lord W Idlnurlti is sent to Copctili.uen— And (.liters into an .iccomnioda- 
tion— Growing irritniiun of the Emperor I'.uil .it the Allic.'— 1‘olilic conduct of Napoleon — 
IJifference about Malta— Violent I'rocerdings of Eatil against England— Ho is joined by 
Sweden, Denmark, and I'russi.i— Ills warm .idv,inccs to N.ipoleon— General niarilinie con- 
federacy signed on toili December -Its threatening consequences to England— .Measures of 
retaliation by .Mr. Pitt— niploniaiic detiale with the neutral powers— Hanover is invaded by 
‘ Prussia— Meeting of Parliament— Perilous situation of Engl.iinl-Debates on llio neutral 
(|iiesliou— Mr. Pitt resigns in const'<inenco of the Caliiolio claims— but ibis was only 
the ostensible ground— Vigorous measures of his successors for die prosecution of Iho war 
—Prosperous slate of Gre.it Unl.iiu at thus perioil— Us income, evpcaditure, exports and 
imports— Naval forces of die confederacy— Energetic measures of tlic British Government 
—Nelson appointed .second in coniinandofdie llect destined for llioHallic— ISritish llcul sails 
from the Downs— Ami approaches the Nouiul— Splendid appearance of that strait— Uii- 
, daunted spirit of llie Danes— Passage of the English ileet— Preparations of llio Danes— Nel- 
son's plan of .attack — Great diinciilly evpirieiiced liy' tlie pitots in conducting tlio fleet lo 
Abe enemy — Ihililc of Copenh.igen— Heroic deeds on hoth sides — i^felson’s proposal for an 
armistice— Melancholy appearance of die D.ines after the battle— Armistice agreed on for 
fourteen weeks- Hanover overrun by Prussia— Designs of Paul and Napoleon against Bri- 
tish Iiidi. 1 — Death of the Emperor Paul— Causes of that catastrophe— General irritation at 
die Crar— Symptoms of insanity in li/s conduct— Conspiraey among die nobles for his de- 
tlironement— Particulars of bis .iss.issination— .Vcccssion of Ale.vaiidcr— Iniiuediute ap- 
proach lo an accommodation with England— His eliaracler and early pacilic and popular 
measures— Nelson s.iils for Cronsladl— His conciliatory steps lliere- Teace with Hussia, 
and abandonment of tbo principles of die armed neutrality- Napoleon’s indignation at it— 
Dissolution of ilie naval confederacy— llclleclions ou these events. 

oiiM'i of Tiierc arises, from the very nature of the elements on which they 
‘‘nw of uic are respectively e.vcrciscd, an essential difference hctvveen the laws 
of war at sea and at land. Territorial conquests are attended hy 
land immediate and important advantages to the victorious power; it 
gains' possession of a fruitful country, of opulent cities, of spacious harbours, 
and costly fortresses; it steps atonce into the authority of the ruling govern- 
ment over the subject state, and all its resources in money, provisions, men, 
and implements of war arc at its command. But the victor at sea finds him- 
self in a very di/lerent situation. The most decisive sea-fights draw after them 
no' acquisition of inhabitants, Avealth, or resources; the ocean is unproductive 
alike of taxes or tribute, and among the solitary recesses of the deep you will 
search in A’ain.for the populous cities' or fertile fiplds which reward the valour 
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of terrestrial ainbilion, TIic more a po^er citenils Uscif at land, the more 
formidable docs it become, because it umlcs to its o^\u the forces of lhc\aQ- 
quishcd slatcj the more it extends itself at sea, the more is it -sCeakened, 
because the surface >\hich it must protect is augmented, ^vilhoutany pro- 
portional addition to tlic means by •which its empiie is to be maintained. 

In the infancy of mankind the usages of war are the same on both elements 
Alike at sea as on shore the persons and property of the \ anqmshed are at 
iJic disposal of the conquerors , and from the sack of cities and the sale of 
canines the tasl sums are obtained which conslilulc the object and the' 
rew ard of such inhuman hostility. Tim liberty for w hich the Greeks 
uJgr.or gjid Ilomaus contended was not mere national independence or 
runruii'’ ciTil pmUcgcs, liul hbcrAtion from domestic or prcdal servitude, 
from the degradation of helots, or the lash of patricians. Such is to this day 
the custom in all the uncivilized portions of the globe, in Asia, Africa, and 
among the savages of America, and such, till comparatively recent times, was 
the practice even among the Christian monarchies and chivalrous nohihly of 
modern Europe. Hut with the growth of opulence, and the extension of 
more humane ideas, these rigid usages have been universally softened among 
the European nations, ks agiicullurcand commerce improved, it was found 
to be as impossible as it was inhuman to carry off all the property of the 
•v annmshod people, the grow lb, perhaps, of centuries of mdu>try The re- 
• > enue and public possessions of the slate furnished an ample fund to reward 
the conquering power, while the regular pay and fixed maintenance at the 
public expense of the soldiers look away the pretext for private pillage as a 
measure of necessity All nations, subject m ihcir turn to tbe vicissitudes of 
fortune, found it for their interest to adopt this lenient sjstem, which so 
Gradu.i materially diminished llic horrors of war, and hence the practice 
urf*' “ became general, cxcepiing in the storming of towns, and other ex- 
treme cases, where the vehemence of passion bid defiance to the restraints 
of discipline, to respect private property m the course of hostilities, and look 
for remuneration only to the public revenue, or properly of the state. It 
ihc disgrace of the leaders of the I rcnch nevoluiion, amidst all ibeir decla- 
mation in favour of humaoily, to have departed from these beneficent usages, 
and under the specious names of contnbulions, and of making war support 
w or, to have rcstoied at the opening of the nineteenth the rapacious oppres- 


sion of the ninth cenlur j , . , , 

n , Humanity would have just reason to rejoice, if it were practicable 
,.ag Z u to establish a similar system of restrained hovtilily at sea, if the 
‘ principle of confining the right of capture to public property could 
J,B introduced on the one olemciil 05 troll a. the other, rm 

chant rrcro in safety to narisale the deep amidst hostile fleets nHlie Mmc 


manner as thee 
never been fouu ■ 

mn hoslZiSl’hon «« loudly they '“J 

slates, ever will be adopted. U maj _ _ _ 

national nv airy cease to sw ay the hut ■ ■ ■ . 

rs, that of all nations upon earth, rcTi 

contend for such a cUaugej sUcbaviu*, uu* 
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miprcccdcntcil rigour in modern limes, at least in her warfare, at land, but 
issued aud acted upon edicts for her maritime hostility on principles Worthy 
only of Turkish hnrb.uily (1). 

Common Out it is iiot luercly with the subjects of nations in a state of 
hostility that belligerents are brought in contact during modern 
^varfiirc; they find themselves continually in collision also with 
.NKUtnAn YCSSKLS trading with their enemies, and endeavouring, 
from the prospect of high profits, to furnish them with those articles which 
they are prevouted from receiving directly from the trade of their own 
subjects. Here new and important interests arise, and some limitation of the 
rigour of maritime usage evidently becomes indispensable. If the superior 
power at sea can at pleasure declare any enemy’s territory in a state of 
blockade, and make prize of all neutral vessels navigating to any of its 
harbours, it will not only speedily find itself involved in hostilities with all 
maritime stales, but engaged in a species of warfare from which itself at 
some future period may derive essential injury. On the other hand, it is 
equally impossible to maintain that the vessels of other states arc to be 
entirely exempted from restraint in such cases; or that a belligerent power, 
whose warlike operations arc dependent iierhaps upon intercepting the 
supplies in progress towards its antagonist, is patiently to see all its enter- 
prises defeated, merely because they are conveyed under the cover of a 
neutral flag instead of its enemy’s bottoms. Such a pretension would render 
maritime success of no avail, and wars interminable, by enabling the 
weaker power, under fictitious cover, securely to repair all its losses. These 
considerations are so obvious, and arc brought so frequently into collision, 
in maritime warfare, that they early introduced a system of international* 
law, which for centuries has been recognised in all the stales of Europe, 
and is summed up in the following propositions by the greatest masters of 
that important branch of jurisprudence that ever appeared in this or any 
other country. 

I'rii.ripir, 1. That it is not lawful for neutral nations to carry on, in time 
ofii.ai uw. advantage or on the behalf of one of the belligerent 

powers, those branches of their commerce from which they are excluded in 
time of peace. 

2. That every belligerent power may capture the properly of its enemies 
wherever it shall meet with it on the high seas, and may for that purpose 
detain and bring into port neutral vessels laden wholly or in part with any 
such property. 

5. That under the description of contraband of war, which neutrals are 
prohibited from carrying to the belligerent powers, the law of nations, if 
not restrained by special treaty, includes all naval as well as military stores, 
and generally all articles serving principally to allbrd to one belligerent 
power the instrument and means of annoyance to be used against the other.’ 

4. That it is lawful for naval powers, wdien engaged in w'ar, to blockade 
the ports of their enemies by cruising squadrons bona fide allotted to that 
service, and duly competent to its execution. That such blockade is valid 
and legitimate, although there be no design to attack or reduce by force the 
port, fort, or arsenal to which it is applied ; and that the fact of the blockade, 


(l) The decree of the Dlreclory, ISH* Jnnuary, 
1708» declares, that uU vessels found on the high 
seas with nny English goods whatever on hoard, io 
n/iomevcrlfelon^in^t shall be good prixe; lliat nculriii 
sailors found on board Engli.sh vesacis shall be put 
(0 dcai/i, and that the harbours of Eraucc shall be 

IV. 


shut against all vessels which had touched at an 
English harbour; and it requires ccrliGc.iles of 
origin; under the, hands of Freiuh consuls, exactly 
as the Berlin and Milan decrees afterwards did.-~ 
IloMxsox’s Jilmtnil/j‘ /»<yJor/v, i. 3il. 

Id 
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>vith due notice given tlicrcof to neutral powers, shall aUcct not only vessels 
actually intercepted in the attempt to enter the blockaded port, hut those 
also which shall be elsewhere met with, and shall be found to have been 
destined to such port, under the circumstauccs of the fact and notice of the 
blockade. 

IJ That iho Tight of MSiling and searching neultal vessels is a necessary 
consequcncQ of these prmciplesj and that, by the law of nations (when 
unrestrained by particular ticaty), this right is not m any manner affected 
by tho presence of a neutral ship of war, having under its convoy merchant 
sliips, either of its own nation or of any other country (I) 

III these propositions are contained iho general principles of the maritime 
code of the whole European nations, as it has been exercised by all states 
towards each other, and laid down by all authorities on the subject from 
Iho dawn of civilisation The special application of these prmciplcsi to the 
question immediately at issue between the contending powers in IhOl is 
contained in the following proposiiiom, laid down as vncontcslahle law by 
that great master of maritime and micrnalional law, Sir illiam Scott 
f'lmSTOit* ^ ** right of visiting and searching merchant ships 

S'uVm" "haievcr be the ships, whatever be the car- 

rit ne hw gocs, whatever he the dcsUoaiions, is an incontestable right of the 
lawfully coraimssioncd cruizcrs of a belligerent naiion (2) 

2 That the authority of the sovereign of the neutral country being 
interposed m any matter of mere force cannot legally vary the rights of a 
legally commissioned belligerent cruizer, or depnv e him of his right to search 
at common law (3) 

5 “That the penally for tho violent contravention of this right, is the 
conQscation of the property so wuliheld from visitation and search (4) 

4 “That nothing farther is necessary to eonslilulo blockade, than that 
(hero should be a force stationed to prevent communication, and a due 
notice or prohibition given to the parly (3) 
d “That articles tending probably to aid the hostilities of one of tho 
belhgerenls, as anus, ammunUion, stores, ami, m some cases, provisions, 
are contraband of war, and as such hable to seizure by the vessels of the 
other party, with the vessel m which (hey arc conveyed (6) 

(I) Lora CceriY tie « tpeccli tStb Kot }80I on (4) SitWil) aoi ScoU ii> lt>e tUr a ItoSnsouf 
(&e coUTCJUion Yr C&AQSska xu«i Adin ralcj repotts, I 3i9 SS3, 

212 (8) lb d I 86 

(61 Tbe jouge Margaretto lb d i ISO 191 
, Vbo ludgiAcnta ot t W W ato bwt 

r«r(.if«4 to Y» ti> perfect to SdenCe a$«pla n of 
not merely (be Ejigbtb uAdertta d ng of in* luait 
exisl ng aodcnetely regnUte tbe «»ere *e of l All I « law 1 » ll ■>! ' f r rrnlof r« 1 »» been 


tit tame c rtuimmcts. and W lapose bo dni » 
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These rights had never formed any peculiar or exclusive privilege, 
which the English claimed alone of all other nations. On the con- 
trary, under the equitable modifications introduced by the common 
maritime law, they had, from the dawn of European civilisation, been univer- 
sally acknowledged and maintained equally by the courts and the lawyers of 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, and England (1). 
Authors there were indeed who contended in their studies for a different 
principle, and strenuously asserted that the flag should cover the'merchau- 
dise ; but these innovations never received any sanction from the maritime 
law or practice of Europe, or the practice, independent of express treaty, of 
belligerent states; and, accordingly, various treaties were entered into among 
different powers, restraining or limiting the right of search between their 
respective subjects (2), precisely because they knew that but for that special 
stipulation the common maritime law would admit it. So strongly was this 
felt by the English lawyers, who, in the House of Commons, espoused the 
cause of the neutral powers previous to the maritime confederacy in 1800, 
that they admitted' the right of Great Britain to search neutral ships for the 
goods of an enemy, and that the northern confederacy contended for a prin- 
ciple which militated against the established law of nations, as laid down with 
universal assent by that great master of the maritime law, Lord Mansfield; 
and maintained merely that it would be prudent to abate somewhat of former 
pretensions in the present disastrous crisis of public affairs (3). 


1800 .] 

TJ)is ].iw 
universal 
in Europe 
prior to 
1780. 


Sweden as a neutral country, wlii'cb be would not 
admit to bclon;; to Great liritaiu in the same cba* 
I'actrr.” [Robinson's Reports, i. 350.] Ant] of tbc 
impartiality wilb wbicb this great duty 'at tbis 
period was exercised by tbis distinguished judge, 
we have the best evidence in the testimony of ano- 
ther eminent .statesman, the warm .advoc.ite of 
neutral rights, and certainly no conceder of unde* 
served praise to bis political opponents. “ Ko- 
tliing,” says Lord CJiancellor Brougham, can bo 
more instructive than the decisions of our prize 
courts on tbis point (the right of search), and 
nothing can give us more gratifying views of the 
purity with which those tribunals administer the 
law of nations, and their impartiality in frying the 
delicate questions wbicb come before them, be- 
tween their own sovereign or their own countrymen, 
and the rulers or the people of other states. It is 
with pleasure, therefore, that we have to consider 
how anxiously and rigorously at this period ( 1799 
— 1800) the principles for which we are contending 
have been enforced in the High Court of Admiralty 
under the presidency of Sir William Scott.” — 
Eclin. Review, vol. xix. 298, 299. 

(1) Sir William Scott. Robinson, i. 360. Lord El- 
don. Pari. Hist, XXXV. 886. 

(2) Per Sir W- Grant. Pari. Hist. xxxv. 922. 

(3) See Sir William Grant, Pari. Hist. xxxv. 922; 
and Dr. Lawrence, 9l9, 920. 

The hardihood with which it is constantly as- 
serted by the foreign diplomatists and historians, 
lliat the principles of maritime law for whii h Eng- 
land contends, are a usurpation on her part, 
founded on mere power, and unsanelioncd, either 
by the usage of other slates, or the principles of 
maritime jurisprudence, renders it important to lay 
before the reader a few of the authorities of foreign 
legal writers on the subject. 

Eiiicccius says “ Idem statuendum arhitrainns, 
si res hosllles, in navihus ainicorum reperiantiir. 
J//as capi posse nemo duditat, quia hosli in reshostilcs 
omnia liciuut, eatenus ul eas ubicunque repertas 
sibi possit vindic.ari .” — Dc rYcwiui ob. vict, c. ii. 
sec. 9. 

“ 1 believe it camiol he doubted,” says Piesideat 


Jefferson, “ that by tlie general law of nations, the 
goods of a friend found in the vessels of an enemy, 
arc free; and the goods of an enemy found in the 
vessels' of a friend are good prize." — jEFrEasox’s 
Letter to Genet, 24f/i July, 1797. 

“ The ordinances of the old French marine, under 
the monarchy, direct that not only shall the enemy’s 
properly, found on board a neutral vessel, he eon- 
liscatcd, hut the neutral ship itself he declared lawful 
prize.” The practice of England has always been 
to release all neutral properly found on hoard an 
enemy’s ship; but France always considered it as 
lawful prize. — Ordonnancede Marine, Art. 7. Kalin. 
281. 

“ Les choses qui sont d'un usage particulier pour 
la guerre , el dont on cmpcclie le transport chez un 
ennemi , s’appellent marchandiscs de contrebande. 
Tciles sont les armes, les inunitinns de guerres , les 
hoi.s , ct tout ce qui sert a la construction et a I’ar- 
mement des vaisseaux de guerre. ” — Vattell, c. 7, 
sect. 112. 

In their letter to M. Pinckney, January 16, 1797, 
the American Government expressly declare that, 
“ by the law of nations, timber and other naval 
stores are contraband of war.” — See Pari. Hist. 
xxxvi. 213, note. 

“ On no pout empccher lo transport des effets de 
contrebande. Si I’on ne visile pas les vaisseaux neu- 
tres que 1 on rencontre en mer, on est done en droit 
de les visiter." — Vatteli., c. 3, sec. 111. 

“ Tout vaisseau qni rcfuscra d’amener ses voiles 
apres la summallon qui lui en aura cte faite par nos 
vaisseaux ou ceux de nos sujets, armes en guerre, 
pourra y elre contraint par artillerie ou autrcmenl; 
et en eas de resistance et de combat, il sera dc 
bonne prise.”— Orrfoaaaacc de la Marine de France. 

rfit. Proces, Art. 12. The Spanish ordinance of 

1718, has an article lo the same effect. 

“ Ollier nations,” says Hcercn, “advanced similar 
claims in uiaritinie aflairs lo the English; but as 
they liad not the s.ime naval power lo support them, 
this was of litUe consequence.” — Euiopcen Slants 
System, ii. 41. 

The claims of neulrals for the security of their 
conunercc are staled by Byukcrshoch, as limited to 
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IVoni moliACs of policy, indeed, Coglaud had repeatedly m an ed or abated 
this riglit of search m fa\our of particular slates by special agreement. This 
Dfc u, J 63 J Asas done lo^\ards Holland in lb74, to detach that power from 
I ranee, and in the belief that the United Stales would neicr be neutral when 
England was at war; and to France, by the commercial treaty of 1787, under 
the influence of the same idea that she would ne\erbe neutral 
when Great Britain was m a slate of hosiility- But m the absence 
of such express stipulation, these rights were miariably exercised 
««•']' both by England towards other nations, and oilier nations towards 
England; particularly by Lord Chatham during the whole course of the se\en 
5 cars, and the ministers of Anne during the long war of the succession, with- 
out any complaint whalc\er from neutral slates (1% And of the disposition 
of England to submit in her turn to the maritime law which she requires 
from others, no belter mslancecan be desired than occurred during the Duke 
of ^\cUlnglon’s administration, when the English Government declined to 
interfere lu the capture of a British merchantman trying to elude the block- 
ade ofTcrceira, though a few English frigates would have sent the whole Por- 
tuguese navv to the bottom. 

orisinof The obvious disadvantage, however, to winch such a nianlime 
w'lhMt" must occasionally expose neutral stales, by sometimes de- 
tbhw priving them of a trade at the very time when it is likely to be most 
lucrative, and the natural jealousy at (he exercise of so invidious a right as 
that of search, especially when put id force by the stronger against the weaker 


» . 1 • 

Arn..d the fleets of Tranccand Spam at the close of the American war, 
ij deemed the opportunity favourable to establish by force of arms a 
new code of maritime laws, and, accordingly, entered into the famous con- 
federacy, known by the name of the Armed Eeutiiautt, which was the Drst 
open declaration of war by neutral powers against Great Britain and the old 
system of maritime rigliU Bj this treaty, Russia, Sweden, and Denmark 
proclaimed the principles, that free ships make free goods, that the flag co- 
vers the merchandise, and that a blockaded port is to be understood only 
when such a force is stationed at its entrance as renders it dangerous to en- 
ter ( 2 ). 

tbis. that they 0)07 conlinuc to trade as tbr; 
did in peace But this claim be adds is liin led bjr 
the iigbli of a bell gercnt • QaaeriEur d facere 
aut nun facerc possuiit later duos bovics, oua a 
lorts inquics qus polseroi t ansi pss c»el t iter 
eos, qno» lour on c Cit bellum _BT>eBasaacii, 


me ireaij uciween 1 
Stepart II it xxxvi 2' 
fllrer&irW Crait 


rmr powers shall be free id all neutral icsscla,** 

cept tonlraband raerchand se S Th'Jt the arlicin 

are to be deemed contraband whicb are roei tiauot 
.»>v. .n.L ....1 ...1, .pi..i..«ri..Ftreairofcosr< 
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So undisguised an nttaclv upon tiie ancient code of European law, which 
England had so decided an interest to inaintain, because its abandonment 
placed the defeated in ns advantageous circuinstanecs ns the victorious power, 
in fact amounted to a declaration of war against Great Britain ; hut her Ca- 
binet were compelled to dissemble tlieir resentment at tluit time, in con- 
sequence of the disastrous slate of public alTairs at the close of the American 
contest. They contented themselves, therefore, with protesting against these 
novel doctrines at llie northern capitals, and hadinlluencc enough at the court 
of the Hague, soon after (Ij, loprocuretheir abandonment by the Uni ted .States. 
The Baltic Powers, however, during the continuance of the .Vmerican war, 
suUr. adhered to the principles of the armed neutrality, although no 
allusion was made to it in the peace which followed ; but they soon 
sotilirn. found that it introduced principles so niiieh at variance with the 
ihrir"*..'.' pJ'‘'i‘^dce of European warfare, that they were immediately obliged, 
when they in their turn became belligerents, to revert to the old 
system. In particular, when Sweden went to war with Russia in 1787, she 
totally abandoned the principles of the armed nenirality, and acted in- 
variably upon the old maritime code. Russia, in the same year, reverted to 
the old principles, in her war with the Turks, and in 1793 entered into a ma- 
ritime treaty with Great Britain, in which she expressly gave up the princi- 
ples of the year 1780, and engaged to use her eflbrls to preventncutral powers 
from protecting thecommerceof France on the high seas, or in the harbours 
of that country. Both Denmark and Sweden were bound, by the treaties of 
dCGl and 1070, with England, to admit the right of search, and give up the 
pretension to carry enemy’s properly; and by a convention entered into be- 
l\\ccn these two powers in 1791, which waseommunicalcd by them 
to the British Government, they bound themselves “ to claim no ad- 
vantage, which is notclearly and unexceptionably founded on their 
respective treaties with the powers at war, and not toelaim, in cases 
not specified in their treaties, any advantage which is not founded 
on the universal law of nations, hitherto acknowledged and respeeted by all 
the powers and all the sovereigns of Europe, and from which they can as 
little suppose that any of them will depart, as lliey are incapable of departing 
from it themselves (2j.” Farther, both Russia (5) and Denmark had issued 


Trraiiri 
^YttU Uuf V 

lia. 

(Irn, and 

Aiiurtc^t, 

tins to 
EugLtid. 


mcrci' AvhU Grcni 4. Ibal to dclcnnuic 

what is meant by a bluckjtUd port, tins only is to 
be undentood of one, wliicli ib .*>u wtU kc))l in by 
the ‘^iiips of ibc po^>cr \^blch nltark> it, and which 
keep thcMr pi.iccs, that it h dangerous to enter into 
it. bcc Dcc/arulion of Russia, 'J3^/ ^tpril 1780. -/mi. 

WJiW 3i8> Slate Papers, It it* worthy of obser- 
vation, asSir William Scott observes, that c%cn in 
this maiiife£to no denial ul the right of search is (o 
be found, at k‘a‘‘l to the effeil of determining 
wbetlier or not the iiLUtr.i! has contraband urtiile^ 
on boird. — See Uociaso.^'s Reports, i. 'JGO. — The 
Maria, 

(1) Ibid, 20G. 207. 

(2; Con\cnlion, 27lU March, 1791. Ann. Ueg. 
1791.238. 

(3) la 1793, tbclimpress of ItU'>sia herself pro- 
posed and concluded a treaty with Great Britain in 
which she expressly engaged to unite with his 
Britannic Majesty “ all her efforts to prevent other 
powers not imjilic.ilcd in this war from giving any 
protection whatever, directly or indirectly, in con- 
sequence of ihciv neulrably, to the commeicc and 
propcity of the French on the sea, or in the polls 
of France;” and, in execution of this tieaty, «hc 
sent a fleet into the Baltic and Korlh seas, w ith ex- 
press ordcis “to seize and captiiic all the ships 


bearing the pretended French Bag, nr any other 
flags whiih they may dare to hoist ; and to stop also 
aiul to con^pet all neutral icssels bound to or freighted 
for i’Vmicr, according as, they shall deem It most 
vxp< dieiit either to sail back or enter ioine neutral 
harbour,” — iVofr, 20lh July, 1793, by the Russian 
^imbassador to the High Chancellor of Sweden, Ann, 
Reg, 1793. p. 175. Stale Papers. A similar note was 
presented to the Court of Uenmai k at the* same date*, 
and both Uenmark and bweden, in their treaty with 
each other, oil July G, 1791, I'russw in her treaty 
with America in 1797, Bussia iu her war with tho 
Turks in 1787, and Sweden iu her war with Bussia 
in 1789, piomulgated and acted upon these priu- 
cijdes, diametrically opposite to the doctrines of the 
armed neutrality. [ Bari. Hist, xxxvi. 203.] With 
such ardour was this system acted upon by* the 
Kmperor Ikiul, that be threatened the Danes with 
iiiiiiiediate Iiostililies in 1799, on account “of 
their supplying assistance and protection to the 
tiadu of France, under the neutral colours of the 
Danish lla'^;” nod he was only prevented from 
cairying tlic-se threats into immrdiale execution by 
the amicable inVcrleicnce of Gieat Biit.du : A 
seasonable iiilerposilion, which Denmark repeated- 
ly atknow ledged w’ilh becomin.r gratitude. — Ann, 
Re^, 1800, Pt 91* k* the following year the same 
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edicts, at the commoncemcnl of tUo war, m which Uiey prohibited their 
subjects from taking on board contraband articles (1), while America, in the 
“^aine jear, had entered into a inantiinc treaty with England, m which the 
right of searcli was expressjy admitted (2). Both by the common maritime 
law, and !iy the force of recent and subsisting treaties, therefore the right of 
search, claimed bj Great Britain, was founded on an unquestionable basis 
But this pacific stale of matters was totally altered by the result 
t)» of the iuanumcwar,and especially the decisive battle of ilie Nile. 
These great eienis, hj entirely sweeping the French flag from the 
ocean, left them dcpcudcni on other powers for the supplies necessary for 
lIlCIr'na^y; and tbo Republican Government saw tho necessity of relaxing 
the rigour of their former proceedings against neutrals, m order, through 
their lulcrvcnlion, to acquire the means of restoring their marine The in- 
temperate conduct of the Directory, and the arbitrary doctnnes which they 
enforced m regard to neutrals, had all but involved the Republic in open 
hostilities with America, Denmark, and Sweden , and on the accession of the 
first consul, he found an embargo laid on all tlic ships of these powers in the 
Frcncli harbours (5) The amts of the Directory of iSlh January, and 2t)lh 
October, 1798, were, to the last degree, injurious to neutral commerce, for 
they deemed cv cry v esscl good prize which had on board any quantity, how- 
ever small, of British merchandise, and m virtue of that law, numbers of 
American \ csscls were seized and condcinoed m the French harbours. Adding 
insult to injury, (he Directory, m tlicmidstof tiiesc piratical proceedings, grave- 
ly proposed to the Amcncaas that they should lend them iS, 000, 000 francs; 
insinuating at the same time, (hat the loan should bo accompanied with the 
bum of 1,200,000 francs (L 48,000), lobe divided between Barras and Tallej- 
rand. These extravagances so irritated the Americans, that, by an act of 
juu 7 I it the Legivlaturc, they declared the United States “ liberated from 
the stipulations m the treaty 1778 with France, and authorized 
president to arm vessels of war to defend their commerce 
Arnwici against Uie French cruisers;” grounding these extreme measures 
upon the narrative that the French bad confiscated the cargoes of great num- 
bers of American vessels having encniy’s property on-board, while it was 
expressly slipulated, by the treaty 1778, thalihe flag should cover the cargo; 
had equipped privateers in the ports of the Union contrary to the rights of 
neutrality, and treated American seamen found on board enemy’s ships, as 
pirates This led, in its turn, to an embargo m the French harbour, on all 
American vessels (4), and nothing bul the Atlantic which rolled between 

sjstnn was fanher acted on In 1794 tbeEin)>ms 
tiol fiedtotleSncdisIiCoxirt (bat * ibe i nipn^ o( 

Itussialias tltnosht proper loft out a Uect of tvriilj- 


take any awcdi b merchantmen laden w»tli any 
suiht.otnnod lies ui dee ibeir con, oy Uer Imperial 
Majesty farther orders all mertliaot sli p»w> t-Ulcr 


that"' should any vessel bound to a neutral Uarbon* 
take in such goods or loerchandiae as.irt«y*”n 
coosiguedto any haibout of the beliigewat ptwei* 


hdii g to shew the dest oalioa of the said th p.— 
JM p 3iO~3ll , 

U) ‘lo the event of vesseU l>eiDg ealfBrcJ.or 
dcia'iicdcn susitcoi of hating cneny * property 
on board. sneU pn petty alone is to he taken out. 
and the vessels are to he perm lied to proceed to 
sea with tl e remainder of their cargo —Art. t1, 
Imtj ietaeea Cre«r Orff and America, 18ih 
May 1785 —Art 18 specifies what articles art to 

bo deemed eoulrabsud.—/r'Oi tlfg 1795>P 296— 
297.A{o<(/>eueri 

S SignousIl st.deFnncc.i 360 , 
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them, and the British cruisers -which prevented them reaching each other, 
prevented these two democratic states from engaging in fierce hostility with 
each other. 

But this state of mutual hostility was soon terminated after the accession, 
of the first consul to the helm. lie at once perceived the extreme impolicy 
of irritating, hy additional acts of spoliation , a power recently at war 
with Great Britain, and still labouring under a strong feeling of hostility 
towards that state; the firm ally in better times of France, and one of the 
most important in the maritime league which he already contemplated 
Feb 9 , i8oo. against the English naval power. lie received therefore with distin- 
guished honour the American envoys who were despatched from New York, 
in the end of 1799, to make a last effort to adjust the difference between the 
two countries ; and published a warm eulogium on the great Washington, 
■v\dien intelligence arrived in France, early in the spring following, of the 
death of that spotless patriot. At the same time the embargo on American 
NapoUon vessCls Avas taken off in the French harbours, and every possible 
the differ- facdity given to the commencement of negotiations between the 

f".ince two powers. Prospective arrangements were readily agreed on, 

nca' both parties having-an equal interest to establish the new maritime 
code of the armed neutrality ; but it was not found so easy a matter ^o adjust 
the injuries that Avere past, or reconcile the consular Government to those 
indemnities Avhich the Americans so loudly demanded for the acts of piracy 
long exercised upon their commerce. At length it Avas agreed to leave these 
dilBcult points to ulterior arrangement in a separate convention, and con- 
clude a treaty for the regulation of neutral rights in future times. By this 
Sept 3 o, i8oo. treaty, signed at Morfontaine on the 50th September, 1800, the ncAV 
win code Avas fully established. It was stipulated, 1st, That the flag 
America. sliould cover the merchandise. 2d, That contraband of Avar should 
be understood only of Avarlike stores, cannon, muskets, and other arms. 3d, 
That the right of search to ascertain the flag and examine whether there were 
any contraband articles on board should be carried into effect, out of cannon- 
shot of the visiting vessel, by a boat containing tAVO or three.-men only; that 
every neutral ship should have on board a certificate, setting forth to Avhat 
country it belonged, and that that certificate should beheld as good evidence 
of its contents ; that if contraband articles were found on board they only 
should be confiscated, and not the ship or remainder of the cargo; that no 
vessels under convoy should be subject to search, but the declaration of the 
commander of the conAmy be received instead; that those harbours only 
should be understood to be blockaded Avhere a sufficient force Avas stationed 
at their mouth to render it evidently dangerous to attempt to enter; and that 
enemy’s property on board neutral vessels should be covered by their flag, 
in the same manner as neutral goods found on board enemy’s A-essels. So far 
the French influence prevailed in this convention ; but they failed in their 
attempt to get the Americans openly to renounce the treaty concluded in 1794 
with Great Britain, Avhich could not have been done Avithout at once embroil- 
ing them Avith the British Cabinet (I). A similar convention had previously 
been entered into on the same principles betAveen the United States and the 
Prussian Government (2). 

Circumstances at this period Avere singularly favourable to the revival 
of the principles of the armed neutrality. A recurrence of the same political 


(l) Treaty Artides 18, 19. Ann. Ree. 1800, 288, (2) On July II, 1799, See State Papers, Ann. 

289. Nap. 11. 122, 123. .Big. t, 277, 273, Dura. Rdg. 1300,294, 295. Articles 13, t4, 15, 
vi. 9C. ■' 
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fVp relations liad restored both lhegric%anccsand the ambition ^\lucli, 
It'nM U American war, hat! led to that formidableconfcde- 

tr»uij " lac) ^eulraI^casc^!>, endear curing to slide into Ihelucralue trade 
■which (he destruction of (lie Trench niaiinc opened up witli that country, 
found themselves pcrpclnallj exposed to inquisition from the British cruisers, 
and numerous condemnations had taken place m the English courts, which, 
though perfectly agreeable to the law of nations and existing treaties, were 
naturally fell as exceedingly hard by the sulTcrcrs under them, and renewed 
the ancient and inextinguishable jealousy of their respective governments at 
the British naval power In December, 1799, an altercation look place m the 
straits of Gibraltar between some English frigates and a Danish ship, the 
llausenan, m which the Dane refused to submit to a search of the convoy 
under his command, hut the conduct of the captain in this instance was 
formally disavowed by his gov ernraent, and the amicable relations of the two 
countries continued unchanged But the next collision of the same kind 
which look place occasioned more serious consequences OnSSiIi July, fSOO, 
the commander of the Danish frigate, Treja, refused to allow his convoy to 
he searched, but, agreeably to the recent stipulations m the treaties between 
France and America, otTcred to show his certificates to the British officer, 
iQlimaiing, at the same time, that if a boat was sent to make a search it would 
bo fired upon The British captain upon this laid his vessel alongside the Dane, 
and resistance being still persisted in, gave her a broadside, and, after a short 
acliQO, brought her into the Down3(l} 
u d wb I The English Cabinet at tins lime had received inielhgcnce of the 
JSiVwCo. hostile negotiations which were going on m Uio northern courts 
jUf ar to neutral rights, and deeming it probable that this event 

i«M would be made the signal for openly declaring Ihcir intentions, 
they wisely resolved to anticipate an attack For this purpose, Lord ^^hll•> 
worth was sent on a special message to Copenhagen, and to give the greater 
weight to his representations, a squadron of nine sail of the line, four bombs, 
and five frigates, was despatched to the Sound, under the command of Admiral 
Dickson They found four Danish Ime-of-batlle ships moored across that 
Strait, from Cronberg castle to the Swedish shore, but the English fleet passed 
w ilhout any hosuhiies being committed on either side, and cast anchor olf the 
xna»nien burbour of Copenhagen The Danes were busily employed m 
‘"mmoal* strengthening ihcir fortifications, batteries were erected on advan- 

tvn tageous situations near the coast, and three floating bulwarks 
moored across the mouth of the harbour, but Ihcir preparations were not yet 
complete, and the strength of the British squadron precluded the hope of 
successful resistance An accommodation was therefore entered into, the 
principal conditions of which were, “that the frigate and convoy carried into 
the Dow ns should be repaired at the expense of the British Government, the 
question as to the right of search was to be adjourned for farther consideration 
Ap, >9 to London Dntil this point was scllled, the Danish ships were to 
sail with convoy only m the Mediterranean, for the purpose of protection 
from the Barbary cruisers, and m the mean time iheir other \ csscls w tre to 

be liable to be searched as heretofore (2)" 

Situated as Great Britain w as, tins treaty w as a real triumph to her arms, 
and icflcclcdno small credit on the vigour and ability of the Government 
by which ihn. delicate inaltcr had been brought to so favourable a conclusion 

Ann Reg 1800, 9S. 91 ^»P •’ HB 
Sf 1 S93 
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It might have been adjusted without any further effusion of blood, had it 
not been for a train of circumstances which, about the same time, alienated 
the vehement and capricious Emperor of Russia from the British alliance. 
The northern autocrat had been exceedingly irritated at the ill success of the 
combined operations both in Switzerland and Holland ; the first of which he 
ascribed to the ill conduct of the German, the latter of the British auxiliaries. 
This feeling Avas increased by the impolitic refusal of the British Government 
?rnu!!on of Include Russiau prisoners with English in the exchange Avith 
the Dnpc- French; a proposal which, considering that they had fought side 

ror Paul at , ° 

the Allies, by Side in the Dutch campaign, .m which English interests Avere 
mainly involved, it AA'as perhaps imprudent to have declined, although the 
dubious conduct of Paul, in having AA'ilhdrawn bis troops from the German 
alliance, and broken Avith Austria, gaA'e him no title to demand such an act of 
dun oVn^’ gG^isrosity. Napoleon, as already observed,' instantly and adroitly 
poiion. availed himself of this circumstance to appease the Czar. He pro- 
fessed the utmost indignation that the gallant Russians should remain in cap- 
tivity from the refusal of the British Government to agree to their liberation 
for French prisoners ; set them at liberty without exchange, and not only sent 
them back to their oAvn country, but restored to them the arms and standards 
Avhich they had lost, and clothed them anew from bead to foot in the uniform 
of their respective regiments. These courteous proceedings produced the 
greatest impression on the Czar, the more so as they were contrasted with 
the imprudent refusal of the English Government to include them in their 
exchange ; they IM to an interchange of good offices betAveen the two courts, 
which Avas soon ripened into an alliance of the strictest kind, in consequence 
of the impetuous character of the Emperor, and the unbounded admiration 
Avhiph he had conceived for the first consul (i). 

Jbou""'" Another circumstance at the same time occurred, Avhich contri- 
liaua. buted not a little to Aviden the breach between the- Cabinets of 
St.-Petersburg and London. Disengaged from his Avar Avith France, and ar- 
dently desirous of Avarlike renoAvn, the Emperor bad revived the idea of the 
armed neutrality of 4780, and made proposals, in May and June, 4800, to the 
Cabinets of Stockholm and Copenhagen to that effect, Avhich had produced the 
sudden change in the Danish instructions to their armed vessels to resist the 
search of the British cruisers. The island of Malta, it Avas foreseen, Avould 
soon surrender to the British squadron, and it Avas easy to anticipate that the 
English Cabinet would not readily part AA'ilh that important fortress; Avhile 
the Emperor conceived that, as Grand Master of the order of St. -John of Je- 
rusalem, to Avhich it had formerly belonged, he Avas bound to stip.ulatc its 
restoration to that celebrated order (2). 

Matters were in this uncertain state at the court of St.-Petersburg, 
piofocd- ■^ hen the arrival of the British squadron in the Sound brought them 
inssof Paul to a crisis. The Czar, Avith that A'chemence Avhich formed the lead- 
Eugi’^nd. ing feature of his character, instantly ordered an embargo on all 
the British ships in the Russian harbours ; and in consequence 
nearly three hundred vessels, most of them Avith A'aluable cargoes on board, 
Avere forcibly detained till the frost had set in, and tlie Baltic had become 
impassable. Nor AA'as this all. Their crews Avere, Avilh Asiatic barbarity,- in 
defiance of all the usages of civilized states, marched off into prisons in the 
interior, many of them above a thousan^miles from the coast; Avhile the 

(l) Ilign. i. 287, 289. Jom.xiv. 234. Kaii. ii. ( 2 ) Biga. i. 237, 290. UarJ. vi. 44S. 

123. 
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whole EngUsU ptopcny ou shore was put under sequestration. Se\eral Bri- 
tish icsscls at ^ana wclghtd anclior and escaped iho embargo , this so en- 
raged the autocrat, that he ordered the remaining ships in the harbour to be 
burnt; and in the oiBcial gazette, published a declaration that the embargo 
No» II should not he taken off till Malta was gii en Up to Russia This de- 
mand was rested on iho allegation, that the restitution of that island to the 
rJn w Jerusalem was agreed ppon in the conicnlion, December, 

EojUuj 1798, belweeu Great Britain and Russia, whereas that treaty con- 
is, IBM lamed no such stipulation. These proceedings on tho part of Iho 
Emperor Paul were m a peculiar manner arbitrary and opprcssiic, not 
merely as contrary to the general practice of civilized states, winch neierau- 

i ■ ■ ■ . .1. 

event of a rupture between the two powers, there should be no embargo 
laid on ^csscIs m the harbours of either, but the merchants on both sides 
have a year to conieyaway ordi'^poscof their effects (1). ^ 

lu ii joinrd ^otblng more than the support o { Russia was necessary to make 
iXSm»iT northern powers, whodenved such benefits from the lucrative 
>Dd Ptuuu neutral trade which had recently fallen into their hands, combine 
for the purpose of enforcing a new maritime code, which might extend its 
odiantages to the whola commerce of the belligerent slates* The King of 
Sweden, young and higli-spinlcd, entered, from the very Drst, warmly a^d 
readily into tho views of the Emperor; but Denmark, which, during the 
long continuance of the war, had obtained a large share of the carrying trade, 
and whoso capital lay exposed to iho first strokes of the English navy, was 
. . 0 

ject, and Denmark oven licsitated whether she should not throw herself mto 
the arms of England, to resist the diclaiiou of her imperious neighbours, and 
preserve the lucrative trade from wlucUhcr subyeclswcre deriving such im- 
mense advantages But the Russians soon found means to assail her in the 
most vulnerable quarter. Prussia had lately-become aconsiderable maritime 
power, and from the effect of the same interests, she had warmly embraced 
the views of the northern confederacy Her mllucnco vvith Denmark was pa- 
ramount, for the most valuable continental possessions of that power lay ex- 
posed, without defence, to the Prussian troops. In the beginning of October, 

Oil - a Prussian vessel, the Triton, belonging to Emden, laden with na- 
val stores, and bound for theTcxel, was taken and carried into Cuxhaven, a 
port belonging to Hamburg, by a British cruiser* The Prussian Government 
eagerly took advantage of that circumstance to manifest Iheir resolution, 
they marched a body of two iliousand men into the neutral icrntory, and 
took possession of Cuxhaven, andallhougli the senate of Hamburgh pur- 
chased the V cssel from the English captain and restored it to the ow ners, and 
Lord Carysforl, the British ambassador at Berlin, warmly protested against 
the occupation of the neutral Icrntory after that restitution, the Prussian 
troops were not withdrawn. A month before, a more unjustiliable act had 
been committed by the British cruisers off Barcelona, who look possession of 
Sfp» 1 a Sw edish brig, and under its neutral colours sailed mto the iiar- 


(1) D.f I sac, 297 Anu.RfE, l801,2Jli»’*«»‘«P*f«B Dam Yi 12T 
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l)our of that town, and captured by that means two frigates which the King 
of Spain had huiitfor the Hataviaii republic (1). 
aa^inV«to every thing was thus conspiring to forward the views of 

'r>upuiK>ii. France, and augment the jealousy of the luaritinie powers of Great 
Britain, the course of events by no moans kept pace with the impatient dis- 
position of the C/.ar. lie suspected Prussia of insincerity, and openly charged 
Denmark with irresolution, because they did not embark headlong in the 
projects which lie himself Inid so recently adopted. Impatient of delay, lie 
wrote in person to the first consul in these terms: — “Citizen lirst consul — 
I do not write to you to open any disenssion on the rights of men or of citi- 
zens ; every country chooses what form of government it thinks lit. ^Vhercver 
I see at the head of allairs a man who knows how to coiuiuer and rule man- 
kind, my heart warms towards him. I write to yon to let yon know the dis- 
pleasure which I feel towards England, which violates the law' of nations, and 
is never governed but by seltish considerations. I wish to unite with you to 
put bounds to the injustice of that government (2).” At the same time, with 
that candour and vehemence which distinguished his character, he published 
a declaration in the St.-Pctcrsbnrg Gazette, in which be stated: — “Being 
disappointed in bis expectations of the protection of commerce by the perfi- 
dious enterprises of a great power which had sought to enchain the liberty of 
the seas by capturing Danish convoys, the independence of the northern 
powers appeared to him to he openly menaced : he consequently considered 
it to be a measure of necessity to have recourse to an armed neutrality, the 
success of which was acknowledged in the time of the American war.” And 
Oct. 33. i3oo. shortly after he published a ukase, in which he directed, that all 
the English etlccts seized in bis states, cither by the sequestration of goods on 
land or the embargo on goods afloat, should be sold, and their produce di- 
Nov.i;, jboo. vided among all llussiaus having claims on English subjects ! Napo- 
IdouAvas not slow in turning to the best account such an unlooked-for turn of 
Dec. s. tsoo. fortune in his favour, and redoubled his elforts w’ilh the neutral 
powers to induce them to join the maritime confederacy against Great Bri- 
tain. -To give the greater cclal to the union of France and Russia, an ambas- 
sador, Count Kalitcbef, was dcsiiatchcd from St.-Petersburg to Paris, and re- 
ceived there with a degree of magnificence well calculated to captivate the 
Oriental ideas of the Scythian autocrat (5). 

General Prcsscd by Russia on the one side and Franco on the other, and 
Sell"? sutliciently disposed already to regard wdth a jealous eye the mari- 
muiS'ic! time preponderance of Great Britain, the fears and irresolution of 
isoo. ipe northern powers at length gave w'ay. On the IGth December a 
maritime confederacy was signed by Russia, Sweden, and Denmark, and 
on the 19lh of the same month by Prussia as an acceding party. The prin- 
ciples of this league were in substance the same as those of the armed 
neutrality in 1780, with a slight variation in favour of belligerent pow'ers. 
A minute specification w'as given of what should be deemed contraband arti- 
cles, which included only arms of all sorts, with saddles and bridles, “ all 
other articles not herein enumerated shall not be considered as w'ar or naval 
stores, and shall not be subject to confiscation, but shall pass free and with- 
out restraint.” It was stipulated, “ that the effects which belong to the sub- 
jects of belligerent pow'ersin neutral ships, Avith the exception of contraband 
goods, shall be free;” that no harbour shall be deemed blockaded unless the 


(() Dum. vi, 88. Bign. J. 298. 
(2) Nap. ii. 129. 


(3) Dum. vi. 121, 123. Ann. Reg. 1801, 93, and . 
1800,260. Slate papers. 
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disposition and number of ships of Uie po^^erby which it is in’icslcd shall be 



,ii„i « • , ^ 

Dniish Go\crnincnt. Under to\ er of a regard for the rights 
of humanity and the principles of justice, it cMdenily \\enl to in- 
troduce a system hitherto unheard of 111 naial warfare, cmmeiuly faiourahle 
to t!ic i^eakcr maritime poiicr,and calculated to render na\al success to any 
state of little avail, by enabling the vanquished party, under neutral colours, 
securclj to repair all its losses it was evident that, if this newcodeof man- 
time law v> ere introduced, all the victories of the Bn tish navy w ould go for no- 
thing , France, m neutral vessels, would securely regain her w bole comracrcc, 
under neutral flags she w ould import all the materials for the construction 
of a navy, and m neutral ships safely exercise the seamen requisite to nav i- 
gatc them. At the close of a long and L 
tence, and attended with unexampled 
thefruilsof hcrcxortions^lorn from he , w - _ 

antagonist's maritime strength, by the intervention of the powers for whoso 
behoof, as well as her own, she had taken up arms 

England at this period was not, as at the close of tho American 
obliged to dissemble her indignation at a proceeding which 
was evidently prejudicial to her national interests, and the first 
stroke levelled by continental jealousy at her national independence. Iho 
statesman who still held the helm was a man who disdained all tempo- 
rary shifts or momentary expedients, who, fully appreciating the measure 
of national danger, boldly looked it in tho face, who knew that from hu- 
miliation to subjugation m nations is but a step; and that the more peri- 
lous a struggle is, the more necessary is it to engage in it while ^et the 
public resources are undiniinishcd, and the popular spirit is not depressed 
by the appearances of vacillation on the part of government. On these pru- 
dent not less than resolute principles, Mr PiU was no sooner informed of 
the Signature of the armed neutrality, than he look the roost decisive steps 
for letting the northern powers feel the disposition of the nation they had 
Jao li 1801 thought fit to provoke On the filh January, 180 J, the British 
Government issued an order for a general embargo on allvesscls belong- 
ing to any of the confederated povvers, Prussia alone excepted, of wliose 
accession to the league intelligence had not as yet been received. Letters 
of marque were at the same lime issued for the capture of the numerous 


into the British harbours ( 2 ). 

These hostile proceedings led to a warm debate hetwccii the British ani- 
bas®''‘if''-8 itid those of the neutral powers, winch was conducted with great 

'abi I ■ ! • • ■ ■ 

atl . . 

, - r - u - ■ 

(l) Conreut on Dee 16, 1800. Ann Rrj UQO. (i) Ao > R05 18OI1 103 
asc 370 SUleimer* 
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It was stated by the lintish Government, “ That a solemn treaty 
nfuL'l'“ entered into between Russia and Great Britain calculated 

pmim. ■ completely to secure Ibeir trade, in which it was stipulated that, 
in case of a rupture, not only no embargo should he laid on, hut the subjects 
on both sides should have a year to carry aw, ay their effects; that in viola- 
tion of these sacred stipulations the ships of British merchants had been 
seized, their crews sent to prison in the interior, and their property seques- 
trated and sold by Russia; that these acts of violence, as well as the conclu- 
sion of a hostile confederacy, which the Emperor of Russia has formed for 
the express and avowed purpose of introducing those innovations into the 
maritime code which England has ever opposed, have led to an open war 
between Great Britain and Russia; that these measures openly disclose an 
intention to prescribe to the British empire, on a subject of tlie greatest im- 
portance, a new code of laws, to which she never willsubmit, that the confe- 
deracy recently signed by the Baltic powers, had for its object the establish- 
ment of these novel principles of maritime law, which never had been 
recognised by the tribunals of Europe, which the Russian Court, since 1780, 
had not only abandoned, but, by a treaty still in force, she had become 
bound to oppose, and which were equally repugnant to the express stipula- 
tions of the treaties ^Yhich subsist between the courts of Stockholm and Den- 
mark and the British empire; that in addition to this, the parties to the con- 
federacy were pursuing w'arlike preparations with the utmost activity, and 
one of them had engaged in actual hostilities with Great Britain. In these cir- 
cumstances, notiling remained to the British Government but to seeure some 
pledge against the hostile attacks which were meditated against their rights, 
and therefore they had laid an embargo on the vessels of the Baltic powers, 
but under.such restraints as would guard to the utmost against loss and 
injury to individuals; that the King of Great Britain would never submit to 
pretensions which were irreconcilable to the true principles of maritime 
law, and strike at the foundation of the greatness and maritime power of his 
kingdoms; and that being perfectly convinced that his conduct towards neu- 
tral states was conformable to the recognised principles of law and justice, 
and the decisions of the admiralty courts of all the powers of Europe, he 
would allow of no measures which had for their object to introduce innova- 
tions on the maritime law now in force, but defend that system in every 
event, and maintain its entire execution as it subsisted in all the courts of 
Europe before the confederacy of '1780(1).” 

On the other hand it was answered by Prussia and the neutral powers, — 

“ The British Government has in the present, more than any former war, 
usurped the sovereignly of the seas, and by arbitrarily framing a naval code, 
which it would be difficult to unite with the true principles of the law of na-: 
tions, it exercises over the other friendly and neutral powers a usurped juris- 
diction, the legality of which it maintains, and which it considers as an im- 
prescriptible right, sanctioned by all the tribunals of Europe. The neutral 
sovereigns have never conceded to England the privilege of calling their sub- 
jects before its tribunals, and of subjecting them to its laws, but in cases in 
Avhich the abuse of power has got the better of equity, which, alas ! are but 
•too frequent. The neutral powers liave always taken the precaution to address - 
to its cabinet the most energetic remonstrances and protests ; but experience » 
has ever proved them to be entirely fruitless ; and it is not surprising if, after 
so many repeated acts of oppression, they have resolved to find a remedy . 


(l) Lord Caryaforl’s notes, Jan, 27 and Feb. 1, 1801. Ann. Ueg. 1301, 229, 
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against it, ami for that purpose to establish a ncll-arrangcd convention, 
Mliicli ‘■\"r "icr r'"lils ami nlaees them on a proper level with the poners 
at^ai I. . . * • . ,1 

alcd, J,- . , p : • . , 

dccJarc, ihat ho recognises jn jls own pnijcjples, tJiat he is {ally con- 
vinced of Its necessity ami utility; that he has formally acceded to the 
contention of the IGlh December, and lias bound himself not only lotahe 
a direct share in all the events which interest the cause of the neutral 
powers, but, in virtue of his engagements, to mainfam that connexion 
hy such powerful measures as Iho impulse of circumstances may require. 
It IS not true that the confederated powers ba\e for their object to intro- 
duce a new code of manlimo rights hostile to the interests of Great Bri- 
tain; the measures of the Danish Government are purely defensive, and it 
cannot he considered as surpnsitig that they should have adopted them, 
when it >s recollected what mcoaeing demouslraJions that court bad expe- 
rienced from Great Britain, ou occasion of the affair of the Frc> a frigate (1).” 
The Prussian Government concluded by urging the English Government to 
take off the embargo on the Danish and Swedish vessels, as the first and ne- 
cessary step to an amicablcsettlenicntof the diflicult question, without mak- 
ing any such stipulation in regard to that laid on llussian ships, and thereby 
in effect admitting the justice of the measure of retaliation adopted in regard 
to the latter power (2). 

These hostile declarations were soon followed up by measures 
^ winch demonstrated that Prussia was not mchned to merely a 
passive spectator of this great debate On the 50lh March a declaration was 
issued by the King of Prussia to Ibc Government of Hanover, mvvhichhe 
stated that he w as to take possession provisionallj of the English dominions 
m Germany, and the Ilanovcnan States being m no condition to resist such 
April 3 iiu an mv asion, they submitted, and the Prussian troops entered the 
country, laid an embargo ou British shipping, and closed the Elbe and the 
AYcscr against the English Qag At the same time a body of Danish troops 
took possession of Ilamburgii, and extended the embargo to that great com- 
znerciol emporium, while Denmark and Sweden had a short time before a]>o 
March »a. laid au embargo on all the ports of their dominions. .Thus the Bri- 
tish Qag was excluded from every harbour, from the ^o^lh Cape to the straits 
of Gibraltar; and England, which a year before led on the coalition against 
France, found herself compelled to make bead against the hostility of com- 
bined Europe (3), with an exhausted treasury and a population suffering under 
the accumulated pressure of famine and pestilence (4). 

Meeting of Kcv cf did n British Parliament meet under more depressing cir- 
m'at' cumstances than that whicli commenced its sittings in February 
rtoaiiSIlof fSOI. After ten years of a war, costly and burdensome beyond 
Engiaufl example, the power of France was so far from being weakened, 


(l) Baron Uangwitss answer Aiw Reg 1801. ' t . p^Txror rani on Uie lameocca- 

SU SUte papers ‘ “ 

f2) Baron lUngw.U s answer Ann Brg 1801, 

211 ‘iliile papers Rap » 133 ' * , 

(3) Ann Reg 1800,107 . , . , 
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that she had extended her sway over all the south of Europe. The strength 
of Austria was, to appearance at least, irrecoverably broken ; Italy and Switzer- 
land crouched beneath her yoke, Spain openly followed her banners^ and 
Holland w'as indissolubly united with her fortunes. Great Britain, it is true, 
had been uniformly, and to an unparalleled extent, victorious at sea, and the 
naval forces of her adversary w'ere almost destroyed; but the northern confe- 
deration had suddenly and alarmingly altered this auspicious state of things, 
and not only were all the harbours of Europe closed against her merchant 
vessels, but a fleet of above a hundred ships of the line in the Baltic w'as pre- 
paring to assert principles subversive of her naval power. To crown the 
whole, the excessive rains of the two preceding autumns had essentially in- 
jured two successive crops; the price of all sorts of grain had reached an un- 
precedented height (I), and the people, at the time when their industry Avas 
checked by the cessation of commercial intercourse with all Europe, Avere 
compelled to struggle Avith famine of unusual severity (2). 

Aiiumnit. This subject of the northern coalition Avas fully discussed in the 
Tect m Pari parliamentary debates Avhich took place on the King’s speech at the 
iiamcLt. opening of the session. It Avas urged by Mr. Grey and the Opposi- 
tion, “ That although Avithout doubt the Emperor of Russia had been guilty 
of the grossest violence and injustice tOAvards Great Britain in the confisca- 
tion of the properly of its merchants, yet it did not follow that ministers 
Averc free of blame. lie accuses them of having violated a convention in 
regard to the surrender of Malta to him as a rcAvard for his co-operation 
against France : did such a conA'ention exist? The northern poAvers have, 
along Avith Russia, subscribed a covenant, the professed object of Avhich is 
to secure their commerce against the vexations to Avhich they have hitherto 
been subject; and it is impossible to discover any thing either in the law of 
nations or practice of states, any laAV or practice universally acknoAvledged , 
the denial ofAvhichis tantamount to a declaration ofAvar against this country. 

It is a mistake to assert that the principles of the armed neutrality Avere 
never heard of till they Avero advanced in the American Avar. In 1740 the 
King of Prussia disputed the pretensions of this country on the same grounds 
as the armed neutrality ; .and in 1762 the Dutch resisted the claim of right 
to search A essels under convoy. In 1780 these objections assumed a greater 
degree of consistency, from their principles being publicly announced by all 
the poAvers in Europe. 

“ There is one principle Avhich should ever be considered as the leading 
rule by which all questions of this sort should be determined, and that is the 
maxim of justice. Can, then, the pretensions of Great Britain bear the test of 
this criterion?. Our naval ascendency, indeed, should ever be carefully pre- 
served, as the source of our glory and the buhvark of our safety ; but sorry 
should I be, if, to preserve the rights and interests of the British nation, Ave 
should be compelled to abandon the rules and maxims of justice, in Avhich 
alone are to be found true and permanent greatness, true and permanent 
security. ' ■ a 

“ Even supposing the pretensions of England to be just, are they expedient? 

Its maritime superiority is of inestimable A'^alue, but is this claim, so odious 
to our neighbours, essential to its existence? Let the advantage, nay, the 
necessity, of the privilege be clearly demonstrated before Ave engage in a uni- 


(l) lu the winter 1800-1801, wheat rose to L 1, quantities of maize and rice were imported, and 
4s. tlie bushel ; being more than quadruple what it contributed essentially to relievo the public distress, 
had been at the commencement of the war; and all (2) Anq. Reg.' 1801, 117. 
other species of food were high in proportion. Large 
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■\crsal war for i(s defence and purchase it at llie price of b 
c>cn lliat the right was just and useful, circumstances may 


ccur winch jus- 
liic concession of 
0 supplj I ranee 
\e been the m- 
'r fleeis Awfhnul 


with many articles necessary lor ineir navy, wiiat >.ould hd,ar,j,j; 
conv enicnce thence arising ? France, destitute of seamen, hlpg ouidank 

discipline, what the belter would she be of all the na-ial jncsijmable 

of Europe ? ^Vhat, on the other hand, is the consequence of I [j otherwise 
Iheiionhcrii powers’ Do wenot ina luomcnt double her p,jj. 


“ I . * . “ ’ “■ 1 iiiiiiuridui it 13, 

be obtained, and is not lliat the real object which she rcqul ^ tUe tup- 

commerce 13 excluded from every harbour in Europe, if 

against us, what is to become of thciAvaluaUIc sources of oil L^^d iNorth was 

secunlj? Ind * . • . 

in the prosen' . i . 

ply from tho I . • i 

to our naval i : ' . . | 

Timer arraign . ^ 

to cxtremitie * .' • , : . ^ i ’ 

neutrality was wholly omitted. In subsequent commercial «« n hag only 
ferent countries, the question of iiculra! rights has been sci^U fpf i)y Great 
ciples of the armed neutrality; and there is at least as mucl{ hesitation on a 
deration now as there was at the dose of the American war^,o whole courts, 
To these arguments Mr. Put ' ' . ‘ 

been stated as doubtful whethe. • ‘ 

Britainis founded m justice; b . • j - ^ 

subject which has been acknowledged and acted upon by t*( ^ particular 

not only of this country, but ofEuropc,andon which all theag the ^cry cir- 
islandmerely, but of every belhgcreul stale in Europe, liaxje general law of 
conducted? The advocates for the neutral powers constating a concession 
error of supposing that every exception from tho general Ial7^ because it was 
treaty proves the law to be as stated in that treaty, wherigre at wai , but 
cumstance of making an exception by treaty, proves that lucould be under- 
nations would be the reverse but for that exception AYe mi \q other slatc>‘’ 
of this description to France, in the commercial treaty of nsfral tdv ocates is 
supposed that that power would ncvei be neutral when we hiics of lObl and 
was It ever for one moment imagined, that by so doing, wcjnd in lli(»sc trea- 
slood to have relinquished our manlmic rights w iih refcrcncip i lU respect 
“A\ith respect to the Baltic powers, the case of the neJeontrarj, in the 
peculiarly untenable ^obody here has to learn, that the tr(| ihe couiniciicc- 
16”0are in full force With respectloSwedcn ami Denmark, a to observe this 
ties thcnglu of carry ing enemy’s property iscxpiessly gn cn f owers from pro- 
to Russia, the right of search was never abandoned. Ou the Vs Cv cn, ilicrc- 
convenlion signed between this country and that power, at crsc,asmrcalii> 
ment of the present war, the latter bound herself not mcrel; .bcDallic powers 
principle herself, but to use her efforts to prevent neutral of laws agiiust 
tccling the commerce of France on the seas or in its harbou mid w iili her 
fore, if the general principles of the maritime law w ere as adv 
they arc favourable to Great Bntain, still the trcaticswilh 
arc in full force, and haw can they now contend for a cod 
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“ Denmark, in August last, \Yilh her fleets and her arsenals at our mercy, 
entered into a solemn pledge, not again to send vessels Avith convoy until the 
principle Avas settled ; and yet she has recently hound herself hy another 
treaty, founded upon the principles of 1780, one of the engagements of 
Avhich treaty is, that its stipulations are to he maintained hy force of arms. 
Is tins, or is it not, Avar? When all these circumstances are accompanied hy 
armaments, prepared at a period of the year Avhen they think they have time 
for preparation Avithout being exposed to our navy, can there he the slightest 
doubt, that in justice Ave are hound to take up arms in our oAvn defence? 

“As to the question of expenditure, the matter is if possible, still less 
doubtful. The question is, Avhether avc are to permit the navy of our enemy 
to he supplied and recruited ; Avhethcr Ave are to sulTer blockaded forts to be 
furnished with warlike stores and proA'isions ; Avhethcr Ave are to alloAV neutral 
nations, hy hoisting a flag upon a sloop or a lishing-hoat, to convey the 
treasures of South America to the harbours of Spain, or the naval stores of 
the Baltic to Brest or Toulon? The honourable gentleman talks of the des- 
truction of the naval poAver of France; hut does he imagine that her marine 
AA'ould haA'c decreased to the degree Avhich it actually has, if, during the 
whole of the Avar, this very principle had not been acted upon? And if the 
commerce of France had not been destroyed, does he believe, that if the 
fraudulent system of neutrals had not been prevented, her navy Avould not 
noAY have been in a very diflerent situation from Avhat it actually is? Does he 
not knoAV, that the naval preponderance Avhich avc have by this means 
acquired, has since given security to this country amidst the Avreck of all our 
hopes on the Continent? If it Avere once gone, the spirit of the country Avould 
go Avith it. If in 1780, avc Avere not in a condition to assert the right of this 
country to a code of maritime laAV, Avhich for centuries has been acted upon 
indiscriminately by all the European states, Ave have not noAV, happily, the 
same reason for not persisting in our rights ; and the question noAV is, 
Avhether, Avith increased proofs of the necessity of acting upon that principle, 
and increased means of supporting it, avc are for ever to give it up ( 1 j ?” 

The House of Commons supported ministers, by a majority of 215 to Go (2j. 
Mr. p.tt The union of Ireland Avith England, from Avhich such important 
Musc-' results Avere anticipated, proved a source of AAeakness rather than 
?he'ci(ho- strength to the empire at this important crisis. By a series of 
he damis. concessions, Avhich commenced soon after, and continued through 
the Avhole reign of George III, the Irish Catholics had been nearly placed on 
a level with their Protestant felloAV subjects, and they were noAV excluded 
only from sitting in Parliament, and holding about thirty of the principal 
offices in the state. When Mr. Pitt, hoAvever, carried through the great mea- 
sure of the Union, he gave the Catholics reason to expect that a complete 
removal of all disabilities Avould follow the Union, not indeed as a matter 
of right, bp-t of grace and favour. This understood pledge, AAhen the time 
arrived, he found himself unable to redeem. The complete removal of Ca- 
tholic disabilities, it Avas soon found, involved many fundamental questions 
in the constitution; in particular, the Bill of Rights, the Test and Corporation 
Acts, and, in general, the stability of the Avhole Protestant Church establish- 
ment; and for that reason it might be expected to meet Avith a formidable 
opposition from the aristocratic party in both bouses ; and in addition to this, 
it Avas discovered, Avhen the measure Avas brought forAvard in the Cabinet', 
that the Ring entertained scruples of conscience on the subject, in conse- 

(U) I1jk1.531. 


(1) Pari. Ilht. \\s\.S95, OiS. 
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qucncG o{ his oath at the coronation “to maintain the Protestant religion 
established by law,” which ilic known firmness and mlegnly of his character 
rendered it extremely improhablelic would c>cr bo brought to abandon. In 
these circumstances, Mr. Pitt stated that he had no alternative but to resign 
F»b to ins olliciai situations. On the 10th February, it was announced in 
Parliament that ministers only held the seals till their successors were ap- 
pointed, and shortly after Mr, Pitt, Lord Grenville, Earl Spenser, Mr. Dundas, 
and Mr. 'Windham resigned, and were succeeded by Mr. Addington, then 
Speaker of the House of Commons, as First Lord of the Treasury, Lord Uankes- 
hury, as Jhnistcr of Torcigu Aflatrs, and a new Ministry, taken, honever, 
entirely from the Tory party (1 ). 

Duiihij It has long been the practice of the Administration of Great 
thVom*.! Britain, not to resign upon the real question winch occasions their 

retirement, hut select some minor point, which is held forth to 
thepublicas the ostensible ground of the change, and this custom is attended 
with the great advantage of not implicating the Crown or (he Government 
openly in a collision with eiilier llou;>c of Parliament. From the circumstance 
of Mr. Pitt having so promincnilj held forth the Catholic question as the 
reason for his retirement, it n more than probable that this w as not the real 
ground oftlio change; or, that if it was, he readily caught at the impossibility 
of carrying through any farther concessions to the Catholics of Ireland as a 
moUto for resignation, to prevent the approach to other and more important 
questions which remained behind. There was no necessity foe bringing for- 
ward the Catholic claims at iliat moment, nor any reason for breaking up an 
Administration at a period of unparalleled public dilBcuUy, merely because 
the scruples in the Royal breast prevented them from being at that time 
conceded. But the question of peace or war stood id a very dilTercnt situa- 
tion. illr. Pitt could not disguise from himself that the country was now in- 
V oh ed m a contest, apparently endless, if the principles on which it had so 
long been conducted were ngidly adhered to; that the dissolution of the 
continental coalition, and the formation of the northern confederacy had 
immensely dimmialicd the chances, not merely of success, hut of salvation 
during its future continuance As it was possible, therefore, perhaps pro- 
bable, that England might he driven to an accommodation at no distant* 
period, and the pnnciplcs he had so long maintained might prov e an obstacle 
to such a necessary measure, Mr. PiU took the jiart of relmng with the lead- 
ing members of his Cabinet, and was succeeded by other inferior adherents 
of his parly, who, without departing from his principles altogether, might 
feel themselves more at liberty to mould them according to tho pressure of , 
external circumstances. In doing this, the English minister acted the part of 

Hist. XXXT 968 Aan I\eg ISOI. 117. ... ■ ‘ ■ 
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a Iruc patriot. “ He sacrilicud himself,” says the chosen historian of Napo- 
leon, “ to the good of Ids country and a general peace, lie showed himself 
more than a great statesman, a good citizen (1).” 

Hut though Mr. Pitt retired, he left his mantle to his successors; 
ilirZod/ neither tinddity nor vacillation ajjpeared in tlie measures of Uo- 
Tanl llir vernmeiit towards foreign states. For both the land and sea-forces 
a larger allowance was provided than in any previous year since 
the commencement of the war. For the navy there was voted 139,000 seamen 
and marines, and iilO ships of the line were put in comndssion. The land- 
troops altogether amounted to 300,000 men'(S:); and the navy, in service 
and ordinary, amounted to the prodigious force, of above 200 ships of the 
line and 230 frigates (3). Mr. Pitt, on February ISth, brought forward the 
budget immediately before he surrendered the seals to his successors. The 
charges of the army and navy were each of them above h. 13,000,000; and 
the total ex|)enditure to he provided for by the United Kingdom amounted 
to L. 12,000,000, besides above L.20, 000,000 as the interest of the debt. 
To provide for these prodigious charges, war-supplies to the amount of 
L. 17,000,000 e.\istcd;and to make up the dilference he contracted a loan* 
of L.23,fJ00,000 for Great Hritain; while Ireland, according to the agreement 
at the Union, was to provide 2-17ths of the whole expense, or L.-l, 300,000. 
To provide for the interest of the loan, and the sinking fund applicable to 
its reduction, new taxes, chielly in the excise and customs, were imposed 
to the amount of L. 1,79 1,000. These additional taxes, according to the 
admirable system of tiuit great financier, \vere almost all laid on in the 
indirect form, being intended to he a permanent burden on the nation till 
the principal was paid olV; and a sinking-fund of L, 100,000 a-ycar was 
provided for this purpose in the excess of the additional taxes above the 
interest of the debt (-1). 

Notwithstanding the unexampled difficulties wliicli had besot the 
(luaiBri- British empire in the years 1799 and 1800, from the extreme 
severity of the scarcity during that period, and the va.st expen- 
diture which the campaigns of these two years had occasioned, the condition 

(l1 lligii. i. -iOi). Atm. llcg. ISOO, 119, 12u. iiugar, .M.ilt, Ji.U r.iUcco l^U,7jQ.t,K0 
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of llic empire in 1801 ^as, to an unprecedented degree, -nealthy and pros- 
perous The great loan of lncnty-fi\c millions of that }ear was borroA\cd 
at a rale of interest under six per cent , although loans to the amount of 
aboie tl^o hundred nullions had been contracted in the eight preceding 
years, the exports, as compared with what they were at the commencement 
of the war, had tripled, and the imports more than tripled, m addition to 
the >ast sums of money which the nation required for Us loans to foreign 
powers, and payments on account of its own forces m foreign parts hearly 
a fourlit had been added to the tonnage of the shipping and the seamen 
employed m it during the same period, while the national expenditure had 
risen to above sixty-eigUt millions, of which nearly Jorly millions were 
provided fiom permanent or war-taxes (1) Contrary to all former precc- 
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dent, the country had eminently prospered during this long and arduous 
Its income, struggle. Notwithstanding ,the weight of its taxation, and the 
immense sums which had been' squandered in foreign loans or 
jmpous. services, and of course lost to the productive powers of Great 
Britain, the industry of the nation in all its branches had prodigiously in- 
creased, arid capital Avas to be had in abundance for all the innumerable 
undertakings, both public and private, which Avere going forward. Agri- 
culture had advanced in a still greater degree than population; the depend- 
ence of the nation on foreign supplies was rapidly diminishing; and yet 
the united kingdom, Avhich had added nearly a sixth to its inhabitants 
since 1791, numbered above fifteen 'million of souls in the British isles (1). 
The divisions and disaffection Avhich prevailed during the earlier years of 
the war had almost entirely disappeared ; the atrocities of the French Re- 
volution had Aveaned all but a fcAv inveterate democrats from Jacobinical 
.principles ; the imminence of the public danger had united the great body 
of the people in a strong attachment to the national colours; the young and 
active party of the population had risen into manhood since the commence- 
ment of the contest, and imbibed Avith their mother’s milk the enthusiastic 
feelings it was calculated to awaken ; Avhile the incessant progress and 
alarming conquests of France had generally diffused the belief that no se- 
curity for the national independence was to be found but in a steady resist- 
ance to its ambition. A nation animated Avith such feelings and possessed 
of such resources, was not unreasonably confident in itself Avhen it- bade 
defiance to Europe in arms. 

Naval England, however, had need of all its energies, for the forces of 
eonf/de-^ the maritime league Avere extremely formidable. Russia had 
^ eighty-tAvo sail of the line and forty frigates in her harbours, of 
Avhich forty-seven line-of-baltle, ships were in the Baltic and at Archangel, 
but-of these not more than fifteen Avere in a state ready for active service; 
and the crcAVS Avere extremely deficient in nautical skill. Sweden had 
eighteen ships of the- line and fourteen frigates, besides a great quantity of 
small craft, in much belter condition, and far better served, than the 
Russian navy; while a numerous flotilla, Avith ten thousand men on board, 
AA'as prepared to defend its shores, and tAventy thousand troops, stationed 
in camps in the interior, were ready to fly to any menaced point. Denmark 
had twenty-three ships of the line and fourteen large frigates, which the 
brave and energetic population of Zealand had made the utmost efforts to 
equip and man, to resist the attack which was shortly anticipated from the 
British arms. Could the three powers have united their forces, they had 
twenty-four ships of the line ready for sea, which might in a fcAv months 
baA^e been raised Avith ease to fifty, besides tAventy-five frigates, a force 
AA'hich, combined with the fleet of Holland, might have raised the blockade 
of the French .harbours, and enabled the confederated powers to ride trium- 
phant in the British Channel (2). 

Energetic Ih thcsc circumstanccs CA'ery thing depended on England striking 
“if Bruwf 3 decisive bloAV in the outset, and anticipating by the celerity of 
Government, j^gj. movements that combination of force Avhich otherAvise might 
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pto>eso llucilcning to her iiaiiona! independence. Torlunalely the Govern- 
ment were fully anarc of the necessity of acting vigorously at the com- 
mencement, and hy great exertions a powerful squadron was assembled at 
'Varniouth in the beginning of Maicli It consisted of eighteen ships of the 
line, four frigates, and a number of bomb vessels, m all fifty-two sail 
Tins powerful force was placed under the command ofhir Hjde 
Parker, with ^clson forlnssecond in command The hero of the 
TiTufri IViIc had good reason to be dissatisfied at finding himself placed 
under tlio command of an officer who, though respectable, and 
bis superior in rank, was comparatively unknown m the annals of naval 
glory , but he was not a man to allow any personal feelings to interfere 
witli Ins duly to Ins country Though sensible of the slight, therefore, he 
cheerfully accepted the subordinate command. When ho arrived at Yar- 
mouth ho *‘found the admiral a little nervous about dark nights and fields 
of icG, but we must brave up,” said he, ** these arc not limes for nervous 
systems I hope we shall give our northern enemies that hail-slorm of 
bullets which giv cs our dear country the dominion of the sea All the dev ils 
in the north cannot take ft from us, if our wooden walls have fair play (1) ” 
Br^iV* British fleet sailed from Yarmouth on the J2lh March, but 

£m’'hc putting to sea, it sustained a serious loss m the wreck 

Da'vn, * of tliQ Invmciblc, which struck on one of the sand banks m that 
dangerous coast, and shortly sunk with a large pan of the crew Mr Vansil- 
tart accompanied the squadron m the capacity of plenipotentiary, to endea- 
vour to arrange the differences by negotiation, which unfortunately proved 
totally impossible It arnv cd on the 27th off Zealand, and Sir lly do imme- 
diately despatched a letter to the governor of Cronenberg castle, to inquire 
whether tlic ficct would be allowed without molestation to pass the Sound 
The governor having replied that ho could Hot allow a force, whoso inten- 
tions w ero unknown, to approach tlie guns of his fortress, the British admiral 
declared that he took this as a declaration of war earnest advice 

Aod psMei of hclson ft was determined immediately to attempt the passage, 
th. Sound a resolution which, m the stale of the northern powers, was not 
only the most gallant hut the most prudent that could have been adopted (2). 
On the oOtli Ylarch the British llect entered the Sound, with a fair wind from 
the northwest, and spreading all sail, proudly and gallantly bore up towards 
the harbour of Copenhagen (3) 

scene which opened upon (he British fleet when ft entered this 
sound celebrated passage was every way worthy of the cause m which it 
was engaged, and the memorable events of which ft was soon to become the 
theatre holhmg in the north of Europe can ho compared to tlic prospect 
afforded hy the channel which lies hclwccn (ho opposite shores of Sweden 
and Denmarki On the left, the coast of Scandinavia exhibits a bciuliful as- 
semblage of corn lands, pastures and copses, rising into picturesque and 
varied hills, while on the right, theshoccs of Zealand prcscnta continued 
succession of rich plains, woods, meadows, orchards, villas and all tlic accom- 
paniments of long established civilization The isles of lluen, Sallliolni, and 


(i) ■■ l)> 

(3) ^eUon on tU * occas oix addressed SirUjcle 
as follow* — Tlic more I lia,e rclUc <ul llemow 


^ _ j ^ - j I f 1 liO 

I eol Here yoa are wiibolmos: all lliesafrty ce* 
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’ Amack appear in the widening cfianncl; liie former celebrated as bearing the 
observatory of tbe great Tyelio Rrahe, and wlicrc most of liis discoveries were 
inadC) the latter nearly opposite to Copenhagen. At ihcufoot of the slope, on 
the Swedish side, is situated the old city of llelsinborg, with its picturesque 
battlements and mouldering towers while on the south, the castle of 
Cronenberg and city of Elsinore rise in frowning majesty to assert the domi- 
nion of Denmark over the straits. Doth arc assodated with poetic and his- 
torical rccolleclions. Elsinore is familiar to every reader of Hamlet, and has 
recently been celebrated in thrilling strains by the greatest of modern lyric 
poets (1); while Cronenberg castle was the scene of a still deeper tragedy. 
There (Jucen Matilda was conlincd, the victim of a base court intrigue, and 
enlivened the dreary hours of captivity in nursing her infant; there she was 
sci>aratcd from that, the last link that bound her to existence; and on these 
towers her eyes were fixed, as the vessel bore her from her country, till their 
highest pinnacle had sunk beneath the waves, and her aching sight rested 
only on the waste of waters (2). 

To one approaching from the German ocean, the fortresses of Ilclsingborg, 
Elsinoie, and Cronenberg seem to unite and .f^urm a vast castellated barrier 
on the north-east of an inland lake; but as he advances the vista opens, the 
Baltic is seen, and the city of Copenhagen, with its Gothic spires and stately * 
cdidccs, appears crowding down to the water’s edge. Its harbour, studded 
with masts; its arsenals, bulwarks, and batteries; its lofty towers and deco- 
rated buildings, render it one of the most striking cities in the north of Eu- 
rope. During summer, the Sound exhibits an unusually gay and animated 
spectacle; hardly a day elapses in which an Imndrcd vessels do not pass the 
straits, and pay toll to Denmark at Elsinore; and in the course of the season, 
upwards of ten thousand ships, of diOerent nations, yield a willing tribute in 
•this manner to the keeper of the beacons which w arn the mariner from the 
dangerous shoals of the Cattegat. But never had so busy or brilliant a spec- 
tacle been exhibited there as on this day, when the British fleet prepared to 
force a passage where till now all ships had lowered their topsails to the flag 
.of Denmark. Fifty vessels, of which seventeen were of the line, spread their 
sails before a favourable wind, and pressing forward under a brilliant sun, 
soon came abreast of Cronenberg castle. >The splendour of the scene, the 

' undefined nature of the danger which awaited them, the honour and safely 
of their country intrusted to their arms, the multitude who crowded every . 
headland on the opposite shores, conspired to awaken the most tliriiling 
emotions in the minds of the British seamen. Fear had no place in those 
dauntless breasts; yet- was their patriotic ardour not altogether unmixed with 
painful feelings. The 'Danes were of the same lineage, and once spoke the 
same language as the English; the two nations had for centuries been united 
in the bonds of friendship; and numbers who now appeared in arms. against 
them were sprung from the same ancestors as their gallant opponents. The 
eflect of this common descent has survived all the divisions of kingdoms and 
political interest; alone, of all the continental slates, an Englishman finds 
himself at'homc in that part of Jutland fronx whence, the Angles originally ' 
sprung (5) ; and even the British historian, in recounting the events in this 
melancholy contest, feels himself distracted by emotions akin to those of civil 1 


(x) Now Joyi old^EngUnd, raise! 

For the tldiogs of tby jxiigbr. 

By tlie^festal cjtirs* blaze, 
nliUe the wluo enp shines In light ; 
And yet nmidit that Joy sod uproar» 
Let us think of them that sleep, 


Full many a fathom dqep, 

By tby wild and stormy steep, 

Blsloorc!. 

Campbell's Satth of thi Baltlct 

(3) Soulhev, i. 108. 109. fieg, 1801, 111. 
( 3 ) Clarke’is Travels, i. 
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\Aarfarc, anJ dwells >\ith nearly !hc same exultation on the heroism of the 
lanqinshcd as the prowess of the \iclors (1). 

*' r.i'.f''* Though thej had enjojed profound peace for nearly a centurj, 
u."ua.<i and during that lime liad been ruled by a government in form 
absolute, the Danes had lost none of the courage or patriotism by which their 
ancestors, in the da\s of Canute and the Sca«-kings, had been distinguished. 
Never was the ‘ ... 

the prcjiaratioi : . , ■ 

classes made till- u.ii.uj. „ 

dilion; ilic nobles, the clergy, ibe burghers, and the peasant vied with each 
other in their endeasours to complete the preparations for defence. Ihe 
Prince Rojal set the example by presiding at (he labours of his subjects; 
workmen presented themselves m crowds to lake a share in the under- 
taking:. , children ev cn concealed their age m order to be permitted to join 
la iho palrioiic csertion , the uat>crsitY famished a carps of incliehaadred 
joulhs, the flower of Denmark, the merchants, including those whose for- 
tunes were at slake from the English embargo, came forward wUhJiheral 
oilers, the peasants flocked from the country to man the arsenals: the work- 
men m (be dock-yards refused to leave (heir station,' and continued labouring 
by lorcli-hghl during the whole night, with rela)S merely of rest, as in a 
man-of-war. Battalions were hastily formed, batteries manned with inex- 
perienced hands, muskets made, and all kinds of warlike stores provided 
with astonishing celerity (2) History has not a more touching example of 
patriotic ardour to conimcmoratc, nor one in which a more perfect harmony 
prevailed between a sovereign and his subjects for the defence of rights 
naturally dear to them all 

]»u*jcoi From a praiseworthy, but ilMimed desire to avoid coming to 
tb* souttd extremities, the British armament had given a long delay to tho 
Danes, which was turned to good account by Ibcir indefatigable citizens, and 
occasioned in the end an unnecessatY effusion ofblood. They had amvcdm 
the Catlegat tht ‘ . ’ ■ ’ ’ 

ashore, with a • . • ■ . 

but neverthele..j - ' 

attempted In the interval, the Danes had powerfully slrenglhencu ineir 
means of defence , the shore was lined with batteries, and Cronenberg castle 
opened aheavy fire, from abovea hundred pieces of cannon, upon the leading 
ships of the squadron when they camewiiliin range NcUon’s division led the 
r TT 'Tr.iin 1 n 2 in fhp rpiitre while Admiral Gruvcs brought up the 


clined to the Swedish shore, and were thus cnanieu lo pass unuus; .. 
the reach of the Danish guns The cannon halls and shells fell short of the 
line-of-balllc ships, and did hllle injuiy even lo the smaller craft, which 
. -- »i „ p',ni«?i afTordinir no small incrnmciit to the 

hours, and about noonday the fleet came to anchor yj»pus».v . _ . 
Copenhagen (3). 


^1) Anu Jlrg iSOl. Ill 
(2) Dnin >. 112 JoJi : 
■ IIS. 130 


SontlifT, •» lOS 
IT 352 253 Soudier, 


(3) Ana Keg iSol. UO 
Dsm VI. 183. ISI. Jooi. s 


»*252 


109 , 111 . 
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timis^'oTuie gavrisoh of this city consisted of ten thousand men, besides 
dZI°. the battalions of volunteers, who were still more numerous. All 
possible precautions had been taken to strengthen the sea defences; and the 
array of forts, ramparts, ships of the line, fire-ships, gun-boats, and floating 
batteries, was such as would have deterred any other assailant but the hero 
of the Nile. Six line-of-battle ships, and eleven floating batteries, besides a 
great number of smaller A'essels, were moored in an external line to protect 
the entrance to the harbour, flanked on either side by two islands, called the 
Crowns, on the smallOr of which fifty-six, while on the larger, sixty-eight 
heavy cannon were mounted. To support these, four other sail of the line 
were moored Avithin across the harbour mouth; and a fort, mounting thirty- 
six heavy cannon, had been constructed in a shoal, supported on piles. The 
fire of these formidable Avorks crossed Avith that of the batteries on the island 
of Araack and the citadel of ‘Copenhagen; it seemed hardly possible that any 
ships could endure, for a length of time, so heavy and concentric a discharge. 
But tremendous as these dangers appeared, they were neither the only nor 
the greatest Avith Avhich the British fleet had to contend. The channel by 
Avhich alone the harbour could be approached, was little known, and ex- 
tremely intricate; all the buoys had been removed, and the sea on either 
side abounded Avith shoals and sand-banks, on Avhich, if any of the vessels 
grounded, they Avould instantly be torn to pieces by the fire from the Danish 
batteries. The Danes considered this obstacle insurmountable, deeming tbe 
narroAV and Avinding channel impracticable for a large fleet in such circum- 
stances. Nelson was fully aAvare of the difficulty of the attempt; and a day and 
a night Avere occupied by the boats of the fleet in making the necessary 
soundings, and laying doAvn new buoys in lieu of those Avhich had been taken 
away. He himself personally assisted in the whole of this laborious and 'im- 
portant duty, taking no rest night or day till it Avas accomplished. “It had 
Avorn him doAvn,” he said, “and Avas infinitely more grievous than any 
resistance he could experience from the enemy (1).” 

Nehon’s No sooner Avere the soundings completed than Nelson, in a council 
auack. of war, suggested the plan of operations, which AA'as, to approach 

from the south and make the attack on the right flank of the enemy. The ap- 
proach of the Danish exterior line was covered by a large shoal, called the 
Middle Ground, exactly in front of the harbour, at about three quarters of a 
mile distant, which extended along the whole sea front of the town. As this 
sand bank Avas impassable for ships of any magnitude, he proposed to folloAV 
what is called the King’s channel, lying betAveen it and the tOAvn, and thus 
interpose, as at Aboukir, between the Danish line and the entrance of the 
harbour. On the morning of the ist April the Avhole fleet anchored Avithin two 
leagues of the tOAvn, off the north-west end of the Middle Ground, and Nelson, 
having completed his last examination, hoisted the signal to Aveigh anclmr.^ 
, It Avas received Avith a loud shout from his whole division of the fleet, which* 
consisted of tAvelve sail of the line, besides some smaller vessels. The re- 
mainder, under Sir Hyde Parker, Avere to menace the Grown batteries on the 
other side, threaten the four ships of the line at the entrance’ of the harbour, 
and lend their aid to such of the attacking squadron as might come disabled 
out of action. The small craft,-headed by Captain Riou, led the way, most 
accurately threading their dangerous and AAinding course betAveen the island 
of Saltholm and the Middle Ground ; the Avhole squadron followed with a fair 
Avind, coasting along the outer edge of the shoal, doubled its farther extremity, 

V 

(j) Southey, ii. 112, 113. Ann. Reg. 1801, 112, flS. Dum. vi, 186 j 187. Join, siv, 256, 237. 
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( anchor, jast as darkness closed, off Draco Point, not more than two 
the right of the enemy’s line. The signal to prepare for.'action 
and casu made early in the evening, and the seamen passed the night in' 
miles fr^ expectation of the dawn which was -to ushey in the eventful 
had • x, i, ' , . v 

anxiou«jva3'a night of anxiety and trepidation, but not of unmanly alarm, in 
morrowagen. The citizens saw evidently that the attack would be made on 
Tins hning day,^ and, amidst the tears of their motliers and childreu, 
Copenli^ repaired to their appointed stations. Few eyelids were closed, save 
the follthosc about to combat, in all its peopled quarters, so strongly w as the 
hrai clyjiy of the occasion, and the coming dangers, to all they held dear, im- 
among (on the minds of the citizens. Kelson sat down to supper with a large 
solemnf his officers. lie was, as he was ever wont to been the eve of a battle, 


and he ' f and the enemy. lie approached so near as to sound rouild their 

■ I- .. •* . . .1 

v; 'k ‘ . • . U .1 

I ; *• *• **.. *’ . I ; . f : ■ ‘ 

sleep, '’ced that it had become perfectly fair; the order was given for ail the 
night iPj to come on board, aud when they bad received their final instructions 
annoui(ie the signal for action (2). ’ a 

captahjiilpts who were to conduct the fleet soon showed by their indecision 
lie ma^' the absence of the buoys to which they bad been accustomed to lookj 
The irdly kucw what course to follow; aud Kelson experienced tbe utmost' 
that, inif mind from tholr failure, as the wjnd was fair, and there w as not a 
they hftt to lose. At length the master of the Bellona declared he was pre- 
agony qo lead the fleet, and put himself at its head accordingly. Captain 
inomeij the Edgar led the Une-of-baltle ships. The Agamemnon w as next 
pared but, in attempting to weather tbe shoal, she struck aground, and 
JIurrajB immovable, at the time her services were most required. The Bel- 
in ord<id Russell soon after grounded also, but in o situation which enabled 
becam ‘ i ■! i i . it: 1 T' «■ 

Iona a , ' : * i ■ . ■ ; . • • ' ■ ■ . . ' ' ! ■' 

them . . ■ •*._ . ' s . I " 

want (thereby prevented a heavy loss'on hoard the Defiance and Monarch, 
aclionjero exposed to their fire without the possibility of making any return, 
have . : ! ■ ■ 1 ■ • 

whow . I ; • , : ! . : : . ,■ ■ . ' n ■■ i 

Inadvi. ■ . ^ ' ■ . ' ! 

^ leadcij _i:. ' ^'-i 

' that ‘y,‘bot knowing that they were aground Tbut when he perceived they 
whicl^t obey the signal, 
cnem^ wilhm Ihcs? ill-fa 

did nred tlie whole fleet i - . i. r 

passcj-ai’s track, and thereby keeping in deep water, arrived opposite to tneir ^ 
he sai- 
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appointed stations, anchored by the stern, and presented their broadsides, 
at the distance of half a cable’s length from the Danes (1). 

The action began at live minutes past ten, and was general by 
lui’n" eleven. Nine only of the liiic-of-hattle ships could reach the sta- 
tion allotted to them; only one of the gun-brigs could stem the current so 
as to gel into action ; and only two of the homh-vesscls were enabled to take 
up their ajtpointcd position on the Middle Ground. Captain lliou, with his 
squadron of frigates, undertook the perilous task of fronting the Crown bat- 
teries — a duty to which the three standard ships of the line would have been 
liardly adequate — and in the discharge of which that gallant and lamented 
ollicer lost his life. Nelson’s agitation was extreme when, at the coinmence- 
mentof the action, he found himself deprived of three of his best ships of the 
line; but no sooner had he reached the scene of danger, where his squadron 
was assailed with the lire of above a thousand guns, tlian his countenance 
brightened, and he became animated and joyous. The cannonade soon be- 
came tremendous ; above two thousand pieces of cannon on the two sides 
poured forth death within a space not exceeding a mile and a half in breadth ; 
from the city on the one side, and the rcmaimler of the squadron, under Sir 
Hyde, on the other, the hostile llcetsseem wrapped in one dazzling conlla- 
gralion. For three hours the lire continued without any appearance of dimi- 
nution on either side; and Sir Hyde, seeing three ships aground under the 
iron tempest of the Crown batteries, and being unable, from the wind and 
current, to render any assistance, made the signal of recall; generously sup- 
posing that, if Nelson was in a situation to continue the contest, ho would 
disobey the order; but that if he was not, his reputation would be saved by 
the signal for retreat having been made by his superior oflicer (2). 

In the midst of this terrilic cannonade Nelson was rapidly walking the 
quarter deck. A shot through the mainmast scattered splinters around ; he 
observed to one of his ollicers with a sjuile, “ This is warm work; and this 
day may be the last to any of us in a moment : but mark me, I would not be 
elsewhere for thousands.” About this time the signal-lieutenant called out 
that the signal for discontinuing the action had been thrown out by the com- 
jnander-in-chief, and asked if he should repeal it. “ No,” he replied ; “ ac- 
knowledge it.” He then continued walking about in great emotion; and 
meeting Captain Foley, said, “ ^Yhal think you, Foley, the admiral has hung 
out No. 39 (3). You know' I have only one eye; I have a right to be blind 
spmetimes:” and then pulling the glass to his blind eye, he e.xclaimed, “ I 
really don’t see the signal. Keep mine for closer battle still Hying. Thai’s the 
way 1 answer such signals. Nail mine to the mast.” Admiral Graves and the 
other ships, looking oidy to Nelson, continued the combat .Avilh unabated 
vigour ; but the order to retire Avas seeji in time to save Iliou’s little squa- 
dron, though not to preserve its gAllanl commander.. “ What Avill Nelson 
think of us,” Avas that brave man’s mournful exclamation, as Avith a heavy' 
heart he gave orders to draAV olV, Ilis clerk Avas soon after killed by his side, 
and several marines SAvept aAvay, by a discharge from the CroAvn batteries. 
“ Come then, my boys, let us all die together,” said lliou; and just as the 
Avords Avere uttered, he Avas eut in Iaa'o by a chain-shot (i). 

(1) Soutliey, ii. I'lO, 123. Ann. Reg. ISOl, 112. wnultl lie cowardly in me to leave Nelson to bear 

Uuni. vi. 182. James, iii. lOl. i (be whole sbame of Ibefjilnre, if sbamo it should bo 

(2) Soufliey, ii. 125. Ann. Reg. 1801. 112. Duiii. deciued."— See Soctiiby. ii. 12S. 

vi. 189, 190. Join. xiv. 259. James, iii. 101, 101. (3) The signal for discontinuing action. 

“ The iire, " he said, “ is too hot for NcLson lu (1) Southey, ii. 120, 129, Jom, xiv, 259. .Ann, 

oppose j a rcti eat must he made. 1 am aware of the Reg. 1801, 112. James, iii. 10-1, 107. 
coHseiiuenccs to my own personal reputation, ])ut it It is needless to say from whom the chief inci* 
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English side alone that heroic deeds were 
boiuiide performed; ihc Danes in that trying hour sustained the ancient 
reputation of the conquerors of the north. From the prince rojal, iiho, placed 
on one of the principal hatlcries, was the witness of the glorious resistance 
of his subjects, to the humblest citizen, one heroic mind and purpose seemed 
to animate the whole population. As fast as the crews of the guard-ships 
were mowed down by the English fire, fresh hands of undaunted citizens 
crowded on board, and, unappallcd by the dreadful spectacle, calmly look 
their station on decks choked by the djing and Hooded with blood. Captain 
Lassen, lu the Prorensten, continued to tight till he had only two pieces 
standing on their carnages, and a few mci? to work them ; he then spiked 
these guns, and Ihrownng himself into the sea, swam at the head of lusbra^e 
follower* towards the isle of Amack. Captain Tliura, in the Indosforetlen, 
fell early m the action, her colours were shot away; and a boat was despat- 
ched to the prince royal to inform him of her situation, “ Gentlemen,” said 
he, “Thurais killed, which of you will take the command?”— “ I wiU,” 
exclaimed Schroedersee , a captain who liad recently resigned on account of 
extreme ill health, and instantly hastened on board. Ao sooner had he arn- 
\ed on the deck than he was struck on the breast by a ball and perished; a 
lieutenant, who had accompanied him, tJien look the command, and fought 
the ship to the last extremity. Tlie Dannebrog sustained for two hours with 
great constancy the terrible fire of Nelson’s ship, at length, after two succes- 
sive captains and tbrcc-fourlhs of the ^rew bad been swept away, she took 
fire, and the gallant surtivors prccipilaiing themselves into the sea, left the 
vessel to its fate, which soon after blew up with a tremendous explosion (i). 
But all these clTorts, how heroic soever, were of no avail, the rapidity and 
precision of thcDniisb fire were irresistible, at one o’clock the cannonade of 
the Danish ficct began to slacken, loud cheers from the English sailors an- 
nounced every successive vessel which struck, and before two the whole 
front line, consisting of six sail of the line and elev eo huge Qoaling batteries, 
was all either taken, sunk, burnt, or destroyed (2). 

In this desperate battle the loss on board the British fleet was very set ere, 
amounting to no less than 1200, a greater proportion, to the number of sea- 
men engaged tlianm any othcrgcncral action during the whole war On board 
the Monarch, there were 210 killed and wounded; she had to support thq 
united fire of the Holstein and Zealand, beside^ being raked by the Crowm 
battery (5). Dut the situation of the crews of the Danish vessels was still ■ 
more deplorable. Their loss m killed and wounded had bccn.above double 
that of the British, including the prisoners, it amounted to C0OO, and the 
line had completely ceased firing, but the shot from the Crown batteries and 
the isle of Amack still continued to fall upon both fleets, doing as mucli in- 
jury to their friends as enemies; while the English boatssent to take posses- 


denis iQ the Actions of Xe) on ace taken Mr Soolli 
ev s inco nparahle life is so dcsemill^ IMipcOar that 
itsiUscripl 0 IS have become alir^sl as Cnuly rooted 
in the public ineiuory as the etenls they draw be, 
aud dctulion from the one «5 as uspardoasUe as 
Iron the other * 

(j) TheffaJJautWchnoes aslripliaj of«*»enU*n 
Btatioiiedh luself on a sioall raft carryinjaix jiiaa 
svilti trcity four cues, right uiulvr the bnns at 
.Nelsona sh p. and though severely galled by Use 
musketry of the I nglish I ariues.contiiierf, knee 
deep mdead to keep up h s fire to the close of the 
heroic couQicI Itelsuis einbriced him at the repast 
which followed la th«j>»Iacc ashorej and satit lo Use 


crown prince he si o ild make him an admiral “ If, 
my lord replied tl e j nnee, ■“ 1 were to male all 
my heave ollicers adiairaU, 1 should 1 ave noca|v 
Uiasorlieutt.aaots In lay service dataf 
cfe.au 308 

(2) Join ziv 253 260 Southey li 130 l»l* 
Dniii VI ISO Vnn Heg 1801.112 Janes, id 105i 


(3JA siDgularpieceofcool evaorcurerd onliArd 
liu vessel A four and twculy pouuJcr fwm the 
eown bitteir slrucl the Icllle awl dad «1 IM 
fit and jkicL ohoiui the sai.ora picked “P *■ 
mgurita aod ate whl# ihay^wrre woriiof * 
mis,— *oCTatt, tl. 130. ' 
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sion of the prizes Avere fired on by tiie Danish batteries, and were unable to 
extricate them from destruction. In this extremity, Nelson retired into the 
stern gallery, and wrote to the crown prince in these terms : “ Lord Nelson 
NcNnn'i haij Ijccn commanded to spare Denmark when she no longer resists. 
fo7 mi'nr- linc of dclencc which covered her shores has struck to the Bri- 

Hiiiiicc. tjgp p;,g . if liijj n,-i„g is continued on the part of Denmark, he 
must set fire to all the prizes he has taken, without having the power of sav- 
ing the men who have so nobly defended them. The brave Danes arc the bro- 
thers, and should never be the enemies, of the Knglish.” Avafer was brought 
him; he ordered a candle from the cockpit, and scaled the letter deliberately 
with wax. “ This is no time,” said he, “ to appear hurried and informal.” 
.\l the same lime the Rainilliesand Defence, from Sir Hyde’s squadron, worked 
up near enough to silence the remainder of the Danish line to the eastward 
of the Trekroner battery; but that tremendous bulwark was comparatively 
uninjured, and to the close of the action continued to exert with unabated 
vigour its giant strength (1). 

In half an hour the Hag of (nice returned; the CroAA'ii batteries ceased to fire; 
and the action closed after four hours’ continuance. The Crown prince en- 
quired what was the English admiral’s motive for proposinga suspension of hos- 
tilities. Lord Nelson replied — “ Lord Nelson’s object in sending the flag qf truce 
Avas humanity ; he therefore consents that hostilities shall cease, and that the 
Avounded Danes maybe taken ashore. And Lord Nelson will lake his prisoners 
out of the vessels, and burn or carry olf the prizes as he shall think fit. Lord Nel- 
son will consider this the greatest victory he has ever gained, if it shall be the 
means ofrc-establishinga good understanding between his own Sovereign and 
the King of Denmark.” The Danish prince made a reply, Avhich was forwarded 
to the comniandcr-in-chief; and Nelson, skilfully availing himself of the 
•breathing time .thus aflbrdcdj made the signal for the squadron to Aveigh 
anchor in succession. The Monarch led the Avay, and touched in rounding the 
shoal, but Avas got oil' by being taken in tow by Iavo other ships; but Nelson’s 
OAvn ship, the Elephant, and the Defiance, grounded about a mile from the 
CroAvn batteries, and remained fast, notwithstanding the utmost efl’orts of 
their Avearied cre.ws. With these tAA'o exceptions, hoAvever, the Avhole fleet 
got clear oil' from the perilous shoals, and rejoined Sir Hyde’s squadron in 
the middle of the straits ; a fact Avhich demonstrates that, though some of the 
British ships might have been lost if the action had continued, it could have 
made no diO'erence on the ultimate result after the Danish line of defence 
bad been destroyed (2). 

jician- The scene Avhich noAV presented itself Avas heart-rending in the 

pcarLi're’ of highest dcgrce. The sky, heretofore so brilliant, became suddenly 

af'cMhc overcast ; Avhite flags Avere flyingfrom the mast-heads of the Danes ; 

battle. guxis of distress Avere occasionally discharged from those scenes of 
Avoe ; Avhile the burning vqssels which had floated to a distance threAV an aAV- 
ful and lurid light OA'er the melancholy scene (5). The English boats, Avith 
generous but not undeserved humanity, covered the sea, rendering all the 
assistance in their power to the Danes avIio had escaped from the flaming 
Avrecks ; and the Avounded men, as fast as the ships could be evacuated, were 


^1) SoulJtey, ;i. 135. 137. Ann. Itcg; 1801. 113. 
Join. xiv. 260. Duin. vi. 191, 102. James, iii. 109, 
111 . , 

(2) Ann. Reg. 1801. 113. Soutliay, ii. 140, HI. 
Join. xiv. 261. James, iii. 115. 

(3) Again, again, again, 

Aud tlie ba\oc Uni not slack, 


Till a feeble rliecr tlic Dane 
To our cliecring sent us back : 

Their shots along the deep slowly boom i — 
Then eras'd and all is wail, ' 

As they strike the shattered sail. 

Or, in conHagiation pole. 

Light tlic gloom. 

Ca5ipjiei.i,'s Battle of the Bultict 
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sent ashore ; hut great numbers pensbed, for such had been the unprepared 
ardour of the enemy that hardly any surgeons were provided to stanch the 
wounds of the numerous victims to patriotic duty. At dajbreak on the fol- 
lotting morning, the Elephant, to the infinite joy of Nelson, ^^as got afloat; 
and the boats of the fleet being all manned, the prizes ■ftcre brought away, 
including the Zealand of Seventy-four guns, from under the cannon of the 
redoubled Trekroner battery. Urns terminated this murderous battle, one 
^ niKimalpIy contested ever fought by the British navy helsonsaid, 

: . . • • .1 I ■ 

. . ■ . . t 

Next day vvasGood Friday, hut all aisimcuons were lorguiicu m mi. 
Ycrsal grief vvhich prevailed m the capital of Denmark. Every house was 
filled vv mniirnprs- ilm streets were occupied with the weeping crowds 
winch ... ‘ .1 

hands, • . ... . . . 

defendta. iamiu-uuj, , . . ^ ' ..i ■ 

mantle, he walked slowly up from the quay through the crowded and agi- 
tated streets. The behaviour of the people w as such as became a gallant na- 
tion, depressed, but not subdued by misfortune. **Tlicy did not,” sajs the 
Danish chronicler, “ either disgrace themselves by atclamations, nor de- 
grade lUemsclvcs by murmurs, Uic admiral was received as one brave enemy 
over should receive another, be was received with respect ” During ilia re- 
past which followed, the particulars of the convention, winch ullimalcly 
took place, were arranged. Nelson told the prince the French fought bravely, 
but they could not haie stood for one Iiour the fight which the Danes bad 
supported for four. Melancholy tributes were paid by the people of Copen- 
hagen to the brave men who had fallen m the conflict, a public mausoleum 
was erected on the spot where the slam had bees interred, a monument 
nised in the principal church, surmounted by the Danish colours, young 
’ with the w idow s or the or- 

• • . sermon was delivered, and 

' * , c were m that slate of ming- 

led grief and exultation, w hen the bitterness of individual loss is almost for- 
gotten in the sympathy of general distress, or the pride of heroic achieve- 
ment (2} 

Arm siic. Of oll Uvcsc vcsscls taken, the Uolslem, of svxty-foux guns, was 
llrV* m«n brOUgfat tO Eng .1 . ’ ’ . 

’’e'Vj serv iccable by the fire, i 

hagen. The negotiation which fo ^ ' >. ■ 

ficulty, and Nelson was obliged to tlircalen to renew hoslihlies that very 
night unless the armistice was concluded. The Danes candidly stated Iheir 
fears of Russia; and (he English admiral avowed, that liis object m wiahuio 
to make the armistice as long as possible, was, that he might have time to go 
to Cronsladt before returning to Copenhagen. At length it was agreed that it 
should last for fourteen weeks, and not he broken without a fortnight’s 
previous notice; that the armed ships of Denmark should remain, dunng 
its continuance, m slata quo, that iho principles of the armed neutrality 
1 n « »!/. jnflin time, be suspended as to Danish vessels, that the 


flVSouJtcy.H 143 147. Aon Rfff ISOi.llS (J) Am. Ref 1801,114 SouJ,<r,i. UH.*'" 
(2) Amt RcE. ISOI, Hi Svuilirfftl li$, HT Omit tu 193, 194 
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oVa“m"- ""'liosc hands had recently been imbrued in his fallier’s blood, in 
Sor, and ovory (liiiig connected with the government of the empire ( 1 ). 
approach to The new Emperor, on the day succeeding his elevation to the 
■’"odano'ir throne, issued a proclamation declaring his resolution to govern 
according to the maxims and system of his august grandmother, 
Catherine; and one of the lirsl acts of his reign was to give orders that the 
British sailors and captains, who had been taken from the ships laid under 
sequestration, and marched into the interior, should be set at liberty, and 
carefully conducted, at the public expense, to the ports from which they had 
been severally taken. At the same time all prohibitions against the export of 
corn were removed; a measure of no small importance to the famishing po- 
pulation of the British isles, and hardly less material to the gorged proprie- 
tors of Russian produce. The young Emperor shortly after wrote a letter with 
his o\yn hand to the King of England, expressing in the warmest terms his 
desire to re-establish the amicable relations of the two empires; a declaration 
which was received with equal shouts of joy in London as St.-Pelersburg ( 2 ). 
Ills charac- Pcrliaps 110 sovcrcign since the days of the Antonincs ever was 
called to higher destinies, or more worthily filled an important 
place in the theatre of the world than the Emperor Alexander. Placed at the 
head of the most powerful and rising empire in existence, stationed midway 
between ancient civilisation and barbaric vigour, he was called to take the 
lead in the great struggle for European freedom ; to combat, with the energy 
and enthusiasm of the desert, the superiority of advanced information, and 
meet the condensed military force of a revolution, which had beat down all 
the strength of continental power, with the dauntless resolution and enduring 
fortitude which arise in the earlier ages of social existence. Well and nobly 
he fulfilled his destiny.— Repeatedly defeated, never subdued, he took coun- 
sel, like his great predecessor, from’misfortune, and prepared in silence those 
invincible bands which, in the day of trial, hurled back the most terrible 
array which ambition had ever marshalled against the liberties of mankind. 
A majestic figure, a benevolent expression of countenance, gave him that 
sway over the multitude which ever belongs to physical advantages in youth- 
ful princes ; while the qualities of his understanding and the feelings of his 
heart secured the admiration of all whose talents filled them to judge of the 
affairs of nations. Jlisunderstood by those who formed their opinion only 
from the ease and occasional levity of his manner, he was early formed to 
great determinations, and evinced in the most trying circumstances, during 
the French invasion and the Congress of Vienna, a solidity of judgment equal- 
led only by the strength of his resolution. A disposition naturally generous 
and philanthropic, moulded by the precepts of La Ilarpe, had strOngly imbued 
his mind with liberal principles, which shone forth in full lustre when he 
Avas called on to' act as the pacificator of the Avorld after the fall of Paris ; but 
subsequent experience convinced him of the extreme danger of prematurely 


(1) A. latly of rank and wit wrote to Fouclic, on 

occasion of a public ceremony at which ihc EmpO'- 
ror was present soon after bis accession—** The 
young Emperor walked, preceded by the assassins 
of his grandfather, follov/ed by ibosc of bis father, 
and surrounded by his own/’—** There,'* said Fou- 
che,*‘ is a woman who speaks Tacitus.*'— Sec bigii. 
i. 415 vii. 103- 

(2) Join. xiv. 268, 269. Ann. Reg, 1801, 110. 

The empress-mother, a woman of heroic spirit 

and noble character, and who possessed tlic gre.'tlest 
influence through life over her sou, openly and uni- 
formly avowed her horror at Paul's murder; and 


shortly after that event, had a picture painted, re- 
presenting him on his deathbed, and publicly ex- 
posed ul the Foundling Hospital, which was under 
her peculiar charge Prodigious crowds liaving 
been attracted by the sight, Count P.ihlen became 
alarmed at the consequences, and prevailed on 
Alexander to r<’qucst bis moilier to jiave it removed, 
liut liic princess was not to he shaken. “ My son," 
said she, ** you must choose between Pahicn and 
me.*’ The painting remained, and llic niinidtcr was 
soon after dismissed from his situations. — D’A dr, 
vi. 342. 
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Irantplanling the insUtRlions of one couiitr> inlo another m a different sta^e 
of cnilisalion ; and his latter ^cars nerc chiefly directed to objects of prac- 
tical impro\cmciit(I), and tlie preparation of Ins subjects, by Hie extension of 
hI)o^^lcdsc and the lirinness of government, for those privileges which, if 
suddenly conferred, would have involved m equal rum his empire and 
himself. 

The first measures of his administration were eminently calcu- 
JJpgilr* to Win that popularity which, nolw ithstandmg the proverbial 

wcurH fickleness of the multitude, never afterwards forsook him. By an 
ukase, published on the 14 lh April, he restored to the nohihly their pnvi- 
jeges, and prerogativ es, such as they had been m the tune of the Empress 
Catherine, re-cstablislicd the rights of niunicipahties, abolished secret pro- 
ceedings m Criminal cases, awarded a general anjnesly, and stopped all the 
state prosecutions which had been commenced Indulgences were at the 
same titne grMi'cd lo the clergy, and measures lak.cn to rc-open those vents 
for the rude produce of the state, the closing of which had occasioned so much 
alarm. Independent of his letter to the King of England, the Emperor wrote 
to Sir lljde Parker, expressing an anxious wish to close with the amicable 
nropnsitions made by the British Government to Ins predecessor, provided it 


. , po^t it by a hostile demonstration, made sail with all his squadron to Carls- 
. crona^ where, m answer to a message inquiring whether the Swedish Govern- 
jnent was willing to be included in the armistice concluded with Denmark, he 
received an answer that (hey ** could not listen to separate proposals, hut 
would close with any equitable offers made by Great Britain to the united 
w'T*’**..!! nnrflrem nowers.” This reply, coupled with the well-known pacific 

lot Croosu ' . . . * ’ 

conclnc ■ . ■ 

tion wiUi me wuoie baiiit aiuic?, » ttic mO| ■ * 
lersburg could be adjusted , and therefore he proposed instantly to «ail for 
Revel, where a large portion of the Russian fleet lay in an open bay, exposed 
to bis attacks, and unable from the ice to make their escape. But Sir Hyde, 
who trusted that the death • .•»..{ 

of all the differences, insist . : ' . ■ • 

anchor, and remained till the bib May, waen iic was lucauv-u 
m» 7 , Government, and IScIson appointed to the command m chief 
sooner was he the unfettered master of liis own actions, than he set sad for 
the gulf of Finland But when he arrived there he found that in tlic interval 
the enemy had escaped , they bad cut through the ice in (he mole, six feet 
111, eoocau thick, on the 5 d May, aud were now safe under the cannon ol 
to^measur,, llullier llicy wcTc follow cd by iheindefaiigahlcAcbon, 

who saluted the forts when he approached, and wrote to the tinperor cou- 
eralulating him on liis accession, and urging the immediate la 

British subjects and properly. A friendly Intercourse was , 

tabhshed between the BriUsU admiral and the Russian auihoniicsj hut as m 

(0 j™ ... sSo ii.ri .... %. .»(• ^p) 'H ’■ 
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Emperor expressed great uneasiness at the presence of the English squadron, 
and it was evident that the negotiation would proceed more favourably if 
this cause of irritation was removed, Nelson stood out to sea, and proceeded 
down the Baltic, leaving only a brig to bring oil’ the provisions which had 
been contracted for. This judicious and conciliatory conduct was met with a 
corresponding disposition on the part of Russia. lYhen at anchor ofl' Rostock, 
he received an answer to his letter to the Emperor, couched in the most 
nattering terms, and containing the important intelligence, that the British 
vessels and crews which had been detained were ordered to be liberated. On 
his return to Copenhagen, he found that the conduct of Denmark during his 
absence had been actuated by ^ery ditVerenl principles; the most hostile pre- 
parations had been going forward, in deliance of the treaty, and ample 
grounds existed, if the English Government had been inclined, to renew 
hostilities, and ullcvly destroy the Danish naval power. But the death of 
Paul had dissolved the confederacy; conciliatory measures were now the 
most prudent course which could be adopted, and Nelson, wisely dissembling 
liis resentment, proceeded to England to receive the thanks of a grateful 
nation, which his valour and skill had brought victorious out of a state of 
unprecedented danger (1). ' 

IVjco with The British Cabinet immediately sent Lord St. -Helens to St.-Pe- 
Dbiniton* tersburg; and soon after his arrival at that capital, he signed a 
treaty as glorious to England as it was confirmatory of the cor- 
cfi'iKuti"".' redness of the view she had taken of- the law of nations in this 
“>• ' great question. By this convention it was provided, “That the 

right of searching merchant-ships belonging to the subjects of one of the con- 
tracting powers, and navigating under a ship-of-war of the same power, 
shall only be exorcised by ships-of-war of the belligerent party, and shall ne- 
ver extend to the fitters out of privateers or other vessels which do not belong 
to the imperial or royal llect of their majesties, but which their subjects shall 
have filled out for war; that the elfects on board neutral ships shall be free, 
with the exception of contraband of war and of enemy’s properly; and it is 
agreed not to comprise in the number of the latter the merchandise of the 
produce, growth, or manufacture of the countries at war, which should have 
been acquired by the subjects of the neutral power, and should be transported 
for their account,” And the contraband articles between the two powers were 
declared to be the same as those specified in the treaty lOlh February 1797; 
viz. “ cannons, mortars, fire-arms, pistols, bombs, grenades, balls, bullets, 
firelocks, flints, matches, sulphur, helmets, pikes, swords, sword-belts, 
pouches, saddles and bridles, excepting such quantity of the said articles as 
may be necessary for the defence of the ship and crew.” And “ that, in order 
to determine what shall be deemed a blockaded port; that denomination only 
is given to such a one where there is, by the disposition of the power which 
attacks it, with ships stationary or sulficiently near, an evident danger in 
entering (2).” By this treaty the right of search was placed upon its true 
fooling; it was divested of the circumstances most likely to occasion irrita- 
tion in neutral vessels, and not stipulated in favour of either party as a new 
right, but merely recognised as a privilege already existing, necessarily 
inherent by the practice of maritime stales in every belligerent power, and 
subjected to such restraints as the enlarged exp(?riencc of mankind had 
proved to be expedient. 


(l) Saulhoy, ii. 162, 171. Ttigii. i, 443 , 445 , 
Jem. siv. 272, 274. Nap. li. 154, 15U. 


( 2 ) CoiiTOntion, Juuc, 17, 1801. Arlklcs 3, 4. 
Slate papois, 213. Aiia, Ucg. ISOl, 
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inT'^on obscncd upou this agreement, “Europe beheld 

»"i* ^Mlh astonishment this ignominious treaty signed by Russia, and 
^^hlcll, by consequence, Denmark und Sweden were compelled to adopt It 
w as cqun alcnl to an admission of the sovereignly of the seas m the British 
Parliament, and (lie slavery of all other states This treaty was such that 
England could haio desired noilung more, and a power of the third order 
would have been ashamed lobavesigned it ” A. stronger panegyric could not 
liaic been pronounced on this memorable convention, or a more valuable 
eulogium on the firmness of the Cabinet and the intrepidity of the seamen, 
by whom these important advantages liad been secured The first consul 
early despatched Duroc to St -Petersburg to endeavour to counterbalance the 
influence of Great Britain, and bring Alexander back to the footsteps of liis 
predecessor, but though he received the most flattering reception, he could 
elTect nothing against the ascendant of Aelson , and the treaty was signed, to 
the universal joy of both nations (f) 

DJiMiSiwi Sweden and Denmark were not expressly included in theconven- 
Mnrrt""** of the 17lh June, but they were compelled to follow iheex- 
“"y * ample of Russia Unable of themselves to contend with the naval 
power of England, the anticipated loss of all their colonies, and the certainly 
of being deprived of thetr whole commerce, if they continued the contest, 
ultimately overcame the influence of France, and the recollection of their re- 
cent wounds at Copenhagen On thcSlOili May, a convention was agreed to by 
the Oaiihli boicrnmcnt, m virtue of which the city of Hamburgh was, three 
da>s afterwards, evacuated by the Danish troops, and the free navigation of 
the Elbe restored , and on the 19ih, the embargo was raised both in Russia, 
Sweden, and Denmark Ihcsc measures were immediately met by corres- 
ponding slcp^ on the part of the British Government , the embargo on all 
the ships of liiQ Daluc powers in the harbours of Great Britain was raised, 
and the expense both of putting it on and taking il ofT, so far as Danish ves- 
sels were concerned, defrajed by the English treasury Prussia had been 
unw illingl) draw n into the struggle, and took the first opportunity of escaping 
from itseflects Under the mcdtalion of Russia, an arrangement was con- 
cluded, by which the Prussian troops were to evacuate Uanover, and restore 
the free navigation of the Wescr (2) 

fvfrti formed, 

English maritime p 

of the seas, it was really directed against the grandeur and prosperity of 
Great Britain , breathing only the sentiments of freedom and justice, il was, 
in truth, intended to divide among the coalesced states the powcrantl the 
ascendency of a more fortunate rj>aJ Tbcnpidilj with which lluspowerfol 
alliance was broken up b> England, at the conclusion of a long and burden- 
some war, and when her people were labouring under the combined pres- 
sure of severe want and Jimimshcil employment, is one of the most remark- 
able features of this memorable contest , and, perhaps more tinii any other, 
characteristic of (he vast ascendency, moral as well as political, winch she 
has acquired among the other nations in the world It is in vain to sap, (ha 
dissolution of the confederacy was owing to the death of Paul, tlic rcvoiuiion 
at St -Petersburg was itself the result of the influence of Great Britain , oi 
that vast commerce, which has made her intercourse essential to the icrj 

(OKipJlSS »S«HS1,1S! ll.rftu.03 C J. < O’- 
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existence of the most hanghty continental states ; and that moral sway, 
wiiich ranges under her banners the most powerful and important classes of 
distant nations. The conduct of the English Govermnent and people, during 
this trying crisis, was a model of lirmness and moderation, and was deser- 
vedly crowned by one of the most glorious triumphs recorded in their his- 
tory. Disdaining to submit to tlm menaces even of combined Europe, they 
boldly fronted the danger ; anticipated by the rapidity of their movements 
the junction of their adversaries, paralysed by the thunder of their arms the 
first of their opponents, and at ilic same time holding out the olive branch, 
succeeded in detaching the greatest power from the confederacy, and ulti- 
mately dissolving it, without the abandonment of one principle for which the 
war had been undertaken. The convention of 17th June fixed the maritime 
question upon its true basis; it arrogated no peculiar privilege to Great Dri- 
tain, subjected to no exclusive humiliation the neutral states, but prescribing 
one equal rule for all belligerent powers, and imposing one equal obligation 
upon all neutrals, settled the right of search and, blockade upon that equi- 
table fooling, which, alike obligatory upon England and inferior nations, 
must ever remain the law of the seas, while ambition and revenge conti- 
nue to desolate the world. 
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KPEPITION TO KIPT— <»^ttUSIOS OP TEE WAJI. 
ALCCST, 1)09— OCTOCElt, UOl. 


ARGUMEKT. 

Stale of llie E?ypiisn army ^hen leU by Kapoldoo— Desponding Utter of KUber to the Di- 
rcctory-Il falls into the hands of the Lnglish, nho forward it to SapoUoo— Alourad Ecy 
issues from the Desert, and is defeated— Adranc* of the TuiVi^h force- Defeat of a detach- 
inenl al the mouth of the Nile— Convenuoo of EJ-Ari»h— The Bnlisb Government had pre- 
viously prohiLucJ such a Gonvcniion— Hosliliiies are m consequence resumed— Ealile of 
lli-liopolis— Total defeat cf the Turks— Desperate situation of iheprnson at Cairo- Storm 
and massacre at Poulak— Cairo is r<‘lalen— Defeat of the Turks in every quarter— Improved 


tack alone— Arrival of the eipcdiuon on the coast of Egypt— Landiog of the troops- Severe 
action on the S nd-liills, and defeat of iho French there— Cautious measures of the Eng- 
lish general -Bloody encounter with the French advanced guard— Description of the ground 
now taken up by iho Driiisli Arruy-^PosiUon of iho French— Inietesling recollections coo- 
Dceled with the spot— Battle of Alexandria- Wound and death of SirBatpli Abercroroby— 
Immense moral elTocts of this victory , but its first results are not tqually decisive— Sur> 
render of Daraieua— Divi»iors Break out among the French generals— Indurisivo measures 
of Mcnou— General Ilucctiuoa assumes the comroand of the English army, and adraoces 
towards Cairo-Capture of ftamanicb— General Betliard is repulsed ncarC^lro—^^blCh>a 
invested— Advance of Sir David Baird’s division from ibe Red Sea— Thtirmarch fromCos* 
sicr to Thebes across ibo Desert— General lluiibison mores against Menou at Alexandria— 
Progress of the Siege— Surrender of Menou Change id the Goveriiment of Egypt— Which 
falls into the hands of the Turks— Extravagant rejoicings in Constantinople and London at 
these ev emu— Great niaritimo exertions of NapoUoo to preserve Egypt— Naval oction m the 
bay of Algesirat— Tho Eoglish are worsted— Second batileof Algesirat— Terrible catas- 
trophe of the Spanish vessels, and defeat of the French— Attack of NapoUon on Portugal— 
Treaty with Spam for Ibis purpose— The Portuguese apply to the English for aid— But can 
make no resistance to France— Peace concluded, which the First Consul refuses to ratify— 
A French army invades Portugal— Peace purchased by enormous pecuniary spoliation— 
Nannlpon oITtrs Hinover to Prussia— wbieh declines the proposal— Preparations for ilib 


elusion of the contest. 

s„„,t Wdei Napoleon quiltca tho Egyptian shores, and the “r«r of 
tie E*rp ^siaijc glory, to follow bis fortunes on the theatre of hcirope, n 
Xo ihii jefi Kldber in the command of the army, antJ addres^d to hnn a 
12.. long loiter, containing minute directions for the ‘''5“ 
conduct in all possible emergendes sihich might occur. .Vs il «as 
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that the victory of tlic Nile had completely cut off all chance of maintaining.a 
regular intercourse ^Yith France, and it was therefore more than probable 
that the Egyptian army would be compelled to caj)itulate, he distinctly au- 
thorized his successor to conclude a convenlioii for the evacuation of Egypt, 
if he received no succours or assistance from France during the following 
year, and the deaths by the plague should amount to above tifleen hundred 
persons. Immediately after being invested with the command, Kleber wrote 
a letter to the Directory, in which he gave the most desponding view of the 
situation of the army ; asserted that it W'as reduced to half its former amount; 
Avas destitute of every thing, and in the lowest state of depression; that the 
manufactories of powder and arms had totally failed; that no resources 
existed to replace the stores which had been expended; that General Ilona- 
parte,so far from leaving any money behind him to maintain the troops, had 
bequeathed to them only a debt of 12,000,000 of francs ( L.-i80,000), being 
more than a year’s revenue of the province; that the soldiers Avcrc 4,000,000 
(L. 100,000) in arrear of their pay; that the .Mamelukes Avere dispersed, not 
destroyed; and that the Grand Vizier and Djezzar Pacha had arrived at Acre 
urspun.i- 50,000 men. lie concluded in these terms : “ Such 

the oTtre Citizen directors, the circumstances under which General Co- 

i«n - napartc has laid upon me the enormous burden of the Army of tlie 
East, lie saAV the fatal crisis Avas approaching; your orders doubtless pre- 
vented him from attempting to surmount it. That the crisis Avas at hand is 
attested equally by his letters, his instructions, his negotiations. It is notor- 
ious to all the Avorld, and unhappily as Avell knoAvn to our enemies as to the 
French in Egypt. In these circumstances, I think the best thing I can do is to 
continue the negotiations commenced by Bonaparte, even if it should load to 
no other result than to gain lime. I have annexed the letter I have Avritlen to 
the Grand Vizier, sending Vim at the same time the duplicate of that of Bo- 
naparte (1).” 


(l) NapoKon and KU*bcr*s IcUcrs, iu Dum. iv. 
liO, IC: 3 . 

Aug. 17, 1793. The ]oiu*r which NapoKoii’had 
addressed lo the Grand Vizier provioiu* lo his de- 
parture from the is one of the most character* 

isiticof aUhis composUions," AUs\*' said he," why 
are the Sabhinc Porte, and the I'rcnch nation, after 
haviu" been friends for so many years, now at war 
with each other? Your excellency cannot be igno- 
rant th.it the French nation has e>cr been warmly 
attached lo the Sublime Porte. Endowed as your 
excellency is with the most distinguished talents, it 
cannot have escaped your penetration, that the 
Austrians and llusssans arc united in a perpetual 
league against the Turkish empire, and that the 
French, on the oUii^r hand, ha\ c done every thing in 
their power to arrest their wicked designs. Your 
cxcclicncy knows that the hussiaiis arc the enemies 
of the Mussulman faith ; and that the Emperor Paul, 
as Grand-Master of Malta, has solemnly sworn en- 
mity lo the race of Osmanlis. The French, on the 
other hand, have abolished the Order of Malta, given 
liberty lo IbeMaboinmetan prisoners detained there, 
and profess the same belief as themselves, ‘ That 
there is no God but the true God.’ Is it not strange 
then, that the Sublime Porte should declare wav on 
the Freni h, Us real and sincere friend, and contract 
alliance with the Uussians and Germans, its impla* 
cable enemies ? 

“ As long as the French were of the sect of the 
Messiah they were tho friends of the Sublime Porte; 
nevertheless that power declares war against them. 
This has arisen from the eiror into which the Courts 
of England aud Uussia have led the Turkish Divan. 


AYe had informed it by Idler of onr intended expe- 
dition mto Arabia ; but these Courts found means to 
iiiterrujit and suppress our letters; and although 1 
had proved to the Sublime Porte that the French 
Uepublie, far from wishing to deprive it of any part 
of Us dominions, bad nol ocuVhcsmailesl invention 
of nuking war on it, his most Glorious Majesty, 
Sultan Selim, gave credit to the English, and with 
unaccountable prccipil^'iuce clccUrcd war on the 
French his ancient allies. Though informed of this 
war, 1 despatched au ambassador to avert it; but he 
was seized aud thrown into prison, and I was 
obliged, in spite of myself, to exuss the Desert and 
carry the war into Syria, 

“Though my army is as innumerable as the sands 
of the sea, full of courage; though 1 have fortresses 
and castles of prodigious strength ; though I have 
no fear or apprehension of any sort ; yet, out of com- 
miseration to the human race, and above all from a 
de.*ire to be reunited lo the first and most faithful of 
our allies, the Sultan Selim, I now make known my 
disposition for peace. If you wish to have Egypt, 
tell me so. France never entertained an idea of 
taking it out of the hands of the Sublime Porte and 
swallowing it.up. Give authority to your minister 
who is at Paris, or send somoone lo Egypt with full 
powers, and all shall be arranged without animosity, 
and agreeably to your desires.” 

Under such a specious guise did Napoleon conceal 
his ambitions designs on ibe East; his resolution, 
so early formed and steadily adhered to, of making 
Egypt a French colony ; bis unprovoked seizure of 
that country while at peace withThe Ottoman em- 
pire, and bis attempt which, but for the repulse at 
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That this letter contamed an exaggerated picture of the circum- 
of'iu Lng stances and sufferings of the army, is abundantly proved bj the 

roops'nhen they 

■: In truth, higher 

' ' . ^ing deserted the 

tgjptian army, and his letter is tiuged by those gloomy colours m ^Inch 
hll exiles, but m an especial manner the French, regard the country of their 
banishment It fell into the hands of the English during its passage across the 
Mediterranean, and nas by their Government fornarded to the first consul 


dan oflicers, and never sought to revenge upon lus absent Iieutenant"the 
spiteful expressions which, m an official despatch to Covernmcni, he had 
used towards himself(i) 

although Kltber, under the influence of these gloomy views, 
nTiTr/Vnd proposalsofaccommodaiion to the Grand Vizier, he made 

iiaefeiwd the most vigorous preparations to repel the attack with which 
he w as threatened from the Ottoman army The greater part of the 
French troops "w ere stationed at El-Arish and the eastern frontier to watch the 
motions of tho Sjrian host, while si\ thousand were scattered along the 
course of the Nile, from the cataracts to tho ocean, to overawe the Mame- 
lukes, and guard the sea-eoast from Turkish invasion. Encouraged by the 
approach of the Grand Vizier’s army, the indefatigable Mourad Bey again 
issued from the Desort, at the head of two thousand Mamelukes; but bo was 
attacked by Desaix, early in August, at Syoul, and obliged to fall back Fol- 
lowing up lus success, the French general mounted his infantry on drome- 
daries, and, at the head of a chosen band, pursued IhcMamcluko chief into 
Oct 8 lus farthest recesses Ihc latter, conceiving ho had only to deal 
With horsemen, charged (he attacking column with great impetuosity, but 
the cavaliers instantly dismounted, placed iheir dromedaries m the centre, 


order into the Desert, and did not again appear on the theatre of Egyptian 
warfare (2^. 

tlViufk-' The Turkish army which Napoleon destroyed at Abonkir, was but 
the advanced guard of the vast force which tho Sublime Forte had 
‘ ‘‘T/^ihe oollectcd to recover Egypt from the Bepublican arms. Their mam 
wioSih U * body , consisting of tw only thousand Januaries and regular soldiers, 
and twenty -live thousand irregular troops, arrived m the end of 
October m the neighbourhood of Gazah, on the confines of the Desertwhicli 
separates Syria from Egypt At the same time a corps of eight thousand Ja- 
nizanes, under the conv oy of Sir Sidney Smith, amv ed at tho mouth of the 
Nile, to effect a diversion in that quarter. The leading division, consisting of 
four thousand men, landed, and made themselves masters of thctowcroi 
Bogaz, at the mouth of the Rile, where they immediately began to fortify 
themselves; but before llicir works had made any progress, they were at- 
tacked by General Ycrdicr, at the head of a thousand trench, routed, anu 


Acre would in all prohatility Kave 8uc«e4e<t, ®f (I) Dom 
tcTolulioaitms ihe whole of AilaMiuor.andtoisiul' 
log himself on iho throne of CousUnlme^S«l W {3) Jom. 
On’WQl Lf/rrr in Itcg 1S09, 3l8. 3iS 
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driven into the sea, with the loss of five pieces of cannon, and all their 
standards (J). 

Convrntfoii Ilelicvcd by lhis decisive victory from all apprehensions in that 
of Hi-.imii. quarter, Kleiber turned bis whole attention to the great array which 
was approaching from the Syrian Desert. The check at the mouth of the Nile 
rendered the Grand Yizier more disposed to enter into negotiations, while 
the declining numbers and desponding spirits of the French rendered them 
desirous on any terms to extricate themselves from a hopeless banishment, 
and revisit their beloved country. Napoleon had made propositions for an 
accommodation so early as 17lh August; and Sir Sidney Smith had warned 
Kleber that, in virtue of the Treaty, uth January, 1701), Turkey could no 
longer make peace with France, but in concert with Russia and Great Britain. 
An unexpected reverse facilitated the negotiation; the Grand Vizier having 
crossed the Desert laid siege to El-Arish. The operations were conducted by 
Major Douglas and other British officers, and the fort carried, during a tumult 
Dfo. 30- of insubordination on the part of the garrison, on the 29th De- 
cember. After their means of defence were exhausted, the garrison capitu- 
lated; but the terms were disregarded by the unruly crowd of Mussulmans, 
and in spite of the utmost efforts of the British officers, above three hundred 
French were put to the sword. The capture of this stronghold, which Napo- 
leon termed one of the keys of Egypt, and the proof it alVorded of the degree 
to Avhich the spirit of the troops had been shaken, had a powerful effect in 
ja.i.34. isoo. accelerating the negotiations; and a convention was signed at El- 
Arish about a month afterwards, by which it was stipulated, that the French 
army should return to Europe willi its arms and baggage, on board its own 
vessels, or those furnished by the Turkish authorities; that all the fortresses 
of Egypt, with the exception of Alexandria (2j, Rosetta, and Aboukir, where 
the army was to embark, should by surrendered within forty-five days; that 
the prisoners on both sides should be given up, and that the Grand Vizier 
should pay L. 120,000 during the three months that the evacuation was going 
forward. 

This convention was not signed by the British admiral. Sir Sidney Smith; 
nor was he vested cither with express authority to conclude such a treaty, 
nor with such a command as necessarily implied such a power. It was, how- 
ever, entered into with his concurrence and approbation, and like a man of 
honour, he felt himself as mucli bound to see it carried into effect, as if his 
lisiiGa' signaturehad been affixed to the instrument. But the British Go- 
vernment had, three months before; sent out orders to Lord Keith, 
oiisly pro- commanding the English fleet in the, Mediterranean,- not to consent 
to any treaty in which it was not stipulated that the French army 
lion. were to be prisoners of war; and Lord Keith, on the 8th January, 
a fortnight before the convention of El-Arish was signed, had sent a letter 
from Jlinorca, to Kleber, warning him that any vessels having on board 
French troops, returning home in virtue of a capitulation, other than an ^ 
unconditional surrender, would be made prisoners of war (5). .No sooner was 
Mnloqucncc' Icttcr rcccivcd by General Kleber, in February following, than 
rcsuincii. he was filled with indignation, despatched instant orders to . put a 
stop to the evacuation of the country, which had commenced, and resolved 
to resume hostilities. In an animated proclamation to his troops, he declar- 


(l) Ann. Ucg. 1799, 217. Dumas, ir. 132, 133. 
Join, xiii. 39G, 397. 


■(2) Join. xiv. 402. Ann. Reg. 1800, 219. St.ate 
iiaiiers, 223. Berth. 310, 3l3. 

(3) Sec Lord Keith’s letter iiiBerthior, 391. 
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cd c—^Soldiers! wc can only answer such insolence by Mctones— prepare 
lo combat(i).” This announcement was rcccucd with loud shouts by the 
troops, who had already become highly dissatisfied at the humiliating con- 
\ention which had been concluded, and they joyfully prepared to forget 
all their cares in the excitement of a battle (2). 

Mwfiijo. Ivleber drew up bis army, which had now arrhed from all parts 
i'.~6r.f ofEgypt, and was twelve thousand strong, by moonlight, on the 
iifiiopoii* mgiit of 19ih March, m four squares, m the plain of koubbe, m 
front of the rums of Heliopolis The heavens cv er serene m those latitudes, 
enabled them to perform the movement with precision, though the light was 
too feeble to permit the enemy lo perceive what was going forward. In 
front were stationed the four squares, with artillery at the angles, and tlie 
cavalry in the intervals. Companies of grenadiers doubled the corners of 
each square, and were ready to be employed either m resisting an attack, 
or offensive movements Order, silence, and regularity prevailed m the 
European army; the solemnity of the occasion had subdued the usual viva- 
city of the French character, they felt that the moment had arrived when 
they must either conquer or die. The lurks, on the other hand, were en- 
camped, after the manner of Asiatics, m confused masses, in the neighbour- 
hood of El-IIanka, six thousand Janizaries lay in Uie village of Malanch, 
w here they had throw n up some rude fortification? ; their numerous cavalry , 
w ilh the Mamelukes of Ibrahim Bey, extended on the right of that advanced 
guard as far as the banks of the Nile. Their w hole force amounted to nearly 
fifty thousand men ; but more than half of tins array consisted of irregulars, 
upon whom little reliance was to be placed, and tlic situation of the regular 
corps m the village of Mataneli suggested the hope that they might bo cut off 
before the remainder of the army could come up to their support. For tins 
purpose, General Fnant advanced before daybreak straight towards that 
village, while Rcgmer, with his division, moved forward in front of the rums 
of Heliopolis lo cut off the communication bclw cen their detached corps and 
the bulk of the Turkish army. No sooner did the Janizaries perceiv e that the 
enemy were approaching their mtrcncliments, than they sallied forth with 
their redoubtable scimitars in their hands, and commenced a furious attack 
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on the Krencli squares. But Asiatic valour could effect nothing against Euro- 
pean steadiness and discipline; tijc Ottomans were received in front by a 
murderous rolling lire, and charged at the same time, while disordered by 
their rush forward, in Hank. In a few minutes they were mown down and 
destroyed; the ditches filled by their wounded fugitives, and over the breath! 
ing and bleeding mass the French' grenadiers pressed on and scaled the 
works. Instantly the camp of the Janizaries was carried; cannon, ammu- 
nition, tents, all fell into the hands of the victors; and the small rem- 
nant who lied towards the main army were swept away by the fire of Friant’s 
division, or cut down by the charges of the French cavalry (1). 

Tol.'tl til'- The Grand Yizier no sooner saw his advanced guard destroyed 
rurkl. than he moved forward with.his whole army to avenge their loss. 
The French were reposing after the fatigues of their first onset, when the 
rays of the newly-risen sun were intercepted by a cloud of dust in the cast. 
It was the Ottoman army, still forty thousand strong, which was approach- 
ing to trample under their horses’ hoofs the diminutive band of Franks which 
bad dared to await their charge. Immediately the French order of battle 
was formed; the troops were drawn up in squares, Friant on the left, Re- 
gnier on the right; the cannon advanced into the intervals between the 
masses; the cavalry .remained close behind, ready to break through the 
moment a favourable opportunity occurred. The cannonade soon became 
extremely warm on both sides;- but the balls of the Ottomans, ill-directed, 
flew over the heads of the Republicans, while their own artillery was rapidly 
dismounted by the well directed fire of their adversaries, and even the Grand 
Vizier’s staff was melting away under the deadly tempest of bombs. Torn to 
pieces by .the' hail-storm of bullets, the Osinanlis prepared for a general 
charge. The concentration of their standards along their whole line gave the 
French warning that it was approaching; a cloud of dust filled the sky, the 
earth trembled as if shaken by an earthquake, and the roar of twenty thou- 
sand horsemen at full speed was enough to have struck terror into the most 
dauntless breasts. But nothing could break the firm array of the Republi- 
cans; As the enemy approached, they were received by a terrible discharge 
grape-shot; their front rank almost all fell under the fatal storm; 
Turu. ‘ “■ the rear wheeled about and fled, and in a few minutes the mighty 
array had disappeared, without a single musket having been fired by the 
French infantry. The Vizier rallied his troops, and brought them up again 
to the attack; but they were unable to break those flaming citadels, from 
which a devouring fire issued on every side. Surrounded by an innumerable 
multitude, not one of the balls from the French squares fell without effect, 
and in a short time the carnage became intolerable, and the Ottomans fled 
in indescribable confusion towards the desert. Kleber, following up his 
success, advanced rapidly to El-IIanka; the Turks fled the moment the 
French bayonets appeared; the whole army pressed forward, and before 
nightfall they had made themselves masters of the Ottoman camp, and re- 
posed in the splendid tents, where the luxury of the East had displayed all 
its magnificence (2). 

TVhile these important events were going forward in the plain of Helio- 
polis,. the garrison of Cairo were reduced to the last extremity. Two thou- 
sand men had been left in that city, under the command of Generals Verdier 
and Zayoncheck, with orders, if a general insurrection broke out, to retire 
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Upon Kl<5lier’s death, Uenou, the go> crnor of Cairo, and llie old- 
n ” awl cst of llic generals of dnision, assumed the command. InloMcaicd 
^\llh the prosperity of liis situation, and carried away by the idea that he 
\\ould succeed m amalgamating the French and Egyptians, so as to render 
them impenious to any foreign attacks, he declined all steps lonards an 
accommodation, rejected the new overtures of theCrandYiziei to eiacuate (he 
country at the conclusion of a general peace, and refused to listen to the pro- 
posals of Sir Sidney Smith, who was now empowered by his government to 
carry into effect the unauthorized convention of El-Ansh. At the same time 
he exasperated the inhabitants by the imposition of additional imposts to meet 
the expenses of government, which had increased 400,000 francs (L 16,000) 
a-inonlh since the death of lus predecessor, and vainly flattered himself that, 
by assuming the title of Abdallah (the servant of God), wearing the Orienlal 
cobtumc, and embracing the religion of Mahomet, which he publicly did, ho 
would succeed in mamiaimng the country against the united hostility of the 
Turks and English ^1) ^ 

But the time w as now approaching w hen the Republicans w cre to pay dear 
for their resolution to maintain themselves in Egypt, and that glorious tram 
of-military triumphs was to coinmenc6, which was destined to throw intolho 
shade the disasters of former jears, and icrminatc in the final overthrow of 
^apoll.oa on the Geld of Waterloo. The English Government no sooner rc- 
irrpari ccivcd intelligence of the resoluUon ofMenou to decline ihccvecu- 
the convention of El-Ansh than they put lu motion all tbcir 
Ml e<uu8o resources to cITcct tho expulsion of the French from that important 
scUlcmcnt t or this purpose their ambassador at CoDSiaulmopIc, Lord Elgin, 
received orders to uso his utmost efforts to induce the Turks to make a grand 
exertion, m conjunction with the forces of Great Britain , the corps of Abcr- 
cromby, so long doomed to hurtful inactivity m the Mediterranean, was to 
bear the brunt of the contest, and an Enghsh expedition from India was to 
ascend the Red Sea, cross the Desert, descend by llie waters of the Nile, and 
display the standards of Brama on the shores of Alexandria. So great and 

{1) Oua JT ISO, 151 Bteii.55791. jom ur. - • ■ • ■ 

3l2 Bifiii »i 28 ’ ■ ■ 
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Mipiifi. extensive a project had never hecn formed by any nation, ancient 
"pfioT.'or ■ or modern ; and it Avas not the least marvellous circumstaneo of this 
jho aiiack. eventful period, that a remote province of the Roman empire should 
have asscjnbled at the foot of the Pyramids the forces of Europe, Asia, and 
Africa, in one combined enterprise, and lirought to the shores of the Nile 
tribes unknown to the arms of Ca>sar and Alexander (1 ). 

Agreeably to tJiis plan, the corps of Sjis RAi.i>ir AuEiicnojiBy, -wliiel) had so 
long been tossed about by the winds in the bay of Biscay and the Mediterra- 
nean sea, set sail from Malta on December lOlh, and after a tedious voyage of 
six weeks, and remounting two hundred of its cavalry with Turkish horse, 
arrived at Marmaricc in the Levant in the beginning of February. Eight 
thousand men, under Sir David Baird, were to embark at Bombay at the same 
time, and proceed by, the Red Sea to Suez, while the army of the Grand 
Vizier, which was to be reinforced since its late disasters, was to break up 
from Acre, and Jigain cross the Desert which sci)aratcs Egypt from Syria. The 
project was inagniUcenlly conceived, but it presented almost insurmount- 
able di/Iiculties in the execution, and it was easy to perceive that the weight 
of the contest Avould fall upon Abercroinby’s forces. To combine an attack 
with success from various quarters, on an enemy in possession of a central 
position from whence he can at pleasure crush the lirsl which approaches, is 
at all times a dillicult and hazardous operation. But what must it be, when 
theforces brought together for the enterprise arc drawn from dilierent quarters 
of the globe, and the tumultuary levies of Asia Minor were to be supported by 
the infantry of England and the sable battalions ofIlindostan(2)? 

wi.oioco.i- The English army had long delayed the commenccmc;it of opera- 

Ab'/rrln"." tions ill Egypt, in order to await the reorganization of the Turkish 

hj’j rorjii, foi'ces, and give time to the Grand Seignior to collect an armament 
of the promised strength on the Syrian side of the Desert. But when the fleet 
approached the Levant, they learned that no reliance could be placed on any 
co-operation in that quarter. The Ottoman forces, notwithstanding all the 
levies ordered in Asia Minor, did not yet amount to twelve thousand men, 
and they were all in the most wretched state of discipline and equipment. 
So completely had their spirit been broken by the recent disasters, that they 
anticipated with the utmost dread a renewal of the contest, and it was ex- 
tremely doubtful whether they ever could be brought to face the French in- 
fantry. To complete their inefliciency, the plague had broken out in Ibe camp, 
and rendered their co-operation a subject of dread rather than ambition ; a 
frightful epidemic ravaged Palestine; the most violent discord raged between 
the Grand Vizier and the Pacha of Acre, and a reinforcement of ten thousand 
men, who had been collected at Aleppo to repair their losses, received a dif- 
ferent destination, from the alarming rebellion of Oglou Pacha, one of the 
eastern satraps of the Turkish empire (5). 

Deprived of all hope of co-operation in this quarter, and unable to rely 
on the distant and uncertain aid of the Red Sep expedition. Sir Ralph Aber- . 
cromby perceived that the success of this great enterprise, on which the 
hopes of the nation had so long been set, apd on Avhich, in some measure, 
the fate of the war was involved, would depend on his own troops. For- 
tunately, he was of a character not to be intimidated by the prospect of 
danger, and although the forces at his disposal were little more than half of 

(1) Wilsou’s Egypt, 3. Join. xiv. 308. (s) Wils. 6. Dum. iv. 151. Uegn. 146. 

(2) Wils. 4, 5. Aim. Reg. 1801, 220. Join.xir. 

309. 
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srti.iii. those A>hich jt A\as ultimately proved were m the hands of lus 
"XmV” adversary, he gallantly resolved, alone and unaided, to make the 
attempt Orders, fheyrefore, were given io the fleet to weigh 
itii »3 isoj anchor, and although the weather was still very tempestuous, 
and the Greek pilots unanimously declared that it was iinpraclicablc to 
attempt a landing on the Egyptian toast till the equinoctial gales were over, 
the admiral stood out to sea, hearing wrilii him a noblearray of two hundred 
ships (i) 

jurcu j On the fst Jfarcli the leading frigate made a signal for land, and 

tTtxlidi on the following morning the whole fleet anchored in Ahoukir 
hay, precisely on the spot where Nelson’s great victory had been 

E»ip' gained three jears before Tlie remains of that terrible strife were 
still visible, the Foudrovantchafed her cables against the L’Orienl’s wreck, 
and soon after fished up her anchor A nobler sight could liardly he inia- 
gmed, two hundred vessels covered the ocean almost as far as the e>e could 
reach, the sand-hills of Egypt were already covered with cannon and hostile 
troops, while every heart heal high with exultation at the prospect of soon 
measuring their strength with ihc cnem^, and engaging m a contest on 
which the whole ejes of the world were fixed. The state of the weather 
for several dajs prevented the possibility of lauding, but at length the 
wind having abated, the preparations were completed on the evening of 
Land*' V momiDg of tlic 8ih, at two o’clockvthc tirst 

u«tcwp» division, five thousand five hundred strong, assembled m the 
boats, one hundred and fifty m number, which were prepared to convey 
them to the shore The clear silence of the night, the solemnity of the scene, 
the magnitude of the enterprise on which they were engaged, the unknown 
dangers to which they were approaching, filled every mind with anxious 
su»pcusc,and thousands of brave hearts then throbbed with emotion, who 
vvcrc )ct destined to astonish Europe hy their gallant hearing, when Iho 
hour of trial approached hut not a vestige of confusion or trepidation ap- 
peared in the conduct of the debarkaliou , silently the troops descended 
from their transports, and took their places assigned them in llic boats, 
and not a sound was heard as they approached the coast, hut the measured 
dip of tliousanda of oars in the water, incessantly urging towards the shore 
the flower of the British empircf2). 


(1) VViU. 7 Am Urg ISOl 33U 
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sc>c« The French on ilie Iieislils were about two thousand strong, 
?he"!,‘„a- posted in a concave semicircle, about a mile in length, supported 
by twelve j)ieccs of artillery on the one side, and the castle of 
Aboukir on the other. The boats remained for some time in the middle of 
the bay, menacing dillcrcnt points of the coast, and at length the whole 
being assembled, the signal was made to advance at nine o’clock. One hun- 
dred and fifty boats, each filled with fifty men, instantly moved forv/ard 
with extraordinary rapidity, while the armed vessels, which covered their 
flanks, began to cannonade the batteries on shore. The French allowed 
them to approach within easy range, and then opened at once so heavy a tire 
that the water seemed literally to be ploughed up with shot, and the foam 
raised by it resembled a surf rolling over breakers. Silently the boats ap- 
proached the tempest, the sailors standing up and rowing with uncommon 
vigour, the soldiers sitting with their arms in their hands anxiously awaiting 
the moment to use them. ^Vhcn they reached the lire, several boats were 
sunk, and the loss among their crowded crews was very severe; but not- 
withstanding this the line pressed forward with such precision, that the 
prows of almost all the first division struck the sand at the same time. The 
troops instantly jumped out into the water, and rapidly advancing to the 
beach, formed before they could be charged by the enemy; the -iSd, 23d, 
and iOlh regiments rushed up the steep front of the heights with fixed 
bayonets, and carried them in the most gallant style; the guards followed, 
and though disordered for a moment by a charge of horse before their for- 
nialidn was completed, made good their ground, and drove back the enemy; 
while the 3tli and Royals landed in time to defeat a column which was 
advancing through a hollow against the flank of their newly established 
line. In an hour the whole division was established on the heights, though 
weakened by five hundred men killed and wounded; the enemy retired 
with the loss of three hundred, and left eight pieces of cannon in the hands 
of the victors (1). 

Ami defeat Tliis brilliant opening had the most important cflects on the fate 
rmldi of the campaign. The gallant conductor the troops, the splendid 

there. spectacle which their landing in presence of the enemy bad af- 

forded, the rapidity of their success in the sight of the whole fleet, filled both 
the soldiers and sailors with exultation, and already began to produce that 
confidence in their own prowess which in military affairs, as well as else- 
where in life, is not the least important element in success. Sir Ralph 
hastened to' profit by his good fortune, by landing the other divisions of 
the army, which was effected in the remainder of the day with the greatest 
expedition. Some uneasiness was at first experienced by the want of water, 
but Sir Sidney Smith soon relieved their anxiety by telling them that 
wherever date-trees grew water must be near; a piece of grateful informa- 
tion which, like every other furnished by that enterprising officer, proved to 
be correct (2). 

It is now ascertained, that if the English army had pushed vigorously on 
before the enemy had time to recover from their consternation, they might 
soon have taken Alexandria with very little difficulty ; and had they been as 
well aware of their prowess as they have since become, they would probably 
have done so (5). But they were then-only, novices in the military art, and 

(0 aegn 205, 209. Wils. Ij, 15. Ami. Reg. movement on the opera stage ; llirec'such completed 
1801, 227, 228. the landing of the army."— Ias C\ses, i. 212. 

“ This debarkation,” said General Berlrand,-“\vas (2) Wils. 17, 18. Ann.Reg.l80i,228. 

admirable; in less than live or six minutes they (3) Rcgn, 209, Diun. iv. 157i 
presented 5,505 men in battle array ; it was like a 
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naturally dislrualful of llicinselics when opposed to (he far famed \cterans of 
ubo* Irance Ybcrcrombj, therefore, advanced ^\ith cauUon llis first 
ihe’t f*$u^ care was to complete the disembarkation of the troops, caunon, 
t and stoics, a service of considerable diflicultj and danger, from the 

tempestuous stale of tlic weather, and which occupied Uie iliree following 
days The castle of Ihoukirwasat the same time invested, andintrenchmenls 
throw D up round the camp It then appeared how much reason ihcBntisIi had 
to congratulate themselves on the supineness of Mcnou in retaining his prin- 
cipal force at Cairo when so formidable an enemy was establishing himself 
m his colony, for had he appeared with eighteen thousand men on the 
heights of \boukir, the only point on the coast where a descent was practi- 
cable, the landing could never have been attempted, or if it had, it would in 
all probability have icrminatcd m disaster The truth was, the Frcncli ge- 
neral like all his contemporaries at that period, greatly underrated the British 
military forces, and he gladly heard of tbcir debarkation, from a belief that 
they would soon become prisoners of war Thus, while the English, from not 
being aw arc of their ow a sltengili, lost the opportunity of taking Vlciandna 
m the outset of the campaign, the French, from an overweening conhdcnce 
in theirs, reduced Ihemsclv es, in the end, to the humiliation of the Caudme 
Forks (1) 

The preparations being at length completed, the army moved forward, on 
the crening of (ho •i2th, to ilandora lower, where they encamped m three 
lines The enemy had by this time been considerably reinforced from Cairo 
and Rosetta, so that tboir force amounted to five thousand four hundred in> 
fantry, six hundred cavalry, and twenty five pieces of cannon ^otvvllh- 
standing the smallness of their numbers, Generals Friant andLanusscrcsolv cd 
to make good tUeir ground against the invaders, trusting to their great su- 
periority m cavalry, the strength of their position m fionl of an old Roman 
“ camp, and the facility of roiinug to Alexandria m case of disaster 
H s Tite English general advanced cautiously, at day break on tho 

vaa''ua i tnoming of the loth, m three lines , the enemy s force was un 

IcDown, and it was in an especial manner necessary to take precaution against 
Ins decided superiority lU horse The first line, when it came within range 
of the enemy , vv as received vv uh a heavy fire of grape and musketry, w hile a 
regiment of cavalry impetuously charged its Hank, but both attacks were 
gallantly repulsed by the 90th and 92d regiments, and the advance of the 
second Imc soon compelled the Rcjmblicans to retreat Then was the mo- 
ment to havefollowcd^up their success, and by a rapid charge completed tlio 
defeat of the enemy, m w hich case Alexandria w ould probably hav o fallen 
an easy conquest, but the English were still ignorant of their own powers* 
and the want of cavalry prevented them from taking the advantage whuh 
they might have derived from ilicir victory They contented llicmsclvcs, 
therefore, with occupying the ground so easily won, and baited vvilhiu can- 
non 'hot of their second hno of defence , and it was not till the cneni) had 
established themselves on the heights m their rear in front of Mexarulna, 
that they again moved forward to the charge They then advanced with ad- 
mirable coolness, and m parade order, under a murderous lire of caimt>» 
shot, but the attack was not conducted with liic vigour and rapidilv neces- 
sary to ensure decisive success, nor was any attempt made to turn a position 
which his great superiority of numbers would have enabled the English ge- 
neral so casilv to outflank The consequence was that the Brilisii sustained a 


(1) Duui Iv l^a \v I« 18 19 Jetn » ♦ S4I 5 
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loss double of that of their adversaries (1) ; aud though the second position 
was at length abandoned by the French, who Y.'ithdrcw the balk of their 
forces Avilbin the walls of the town, yet this was done in perfect order, and 
without any loss of artillery ; whereas had Abcrcromby possessed the conli- 
dence in himself and his soldiers which subsequent triumphs gave to Wel- 
lington or Picton, he would have carried the position of the enemy, by a com- 
bined attack in front and flank (2), in half an hour, and entered Alexandria 
along with their broken battalions. 

Dcsciip- The position now occupied by the British was by nature strong; 
ground now thc right was advanced before the rest of the line nearly a quarter 
{he^Brituu^ of a mile, on high ground, and extended to the large and magni- 
“■•nij-- ficent ruins of a Roman palace within fifty yards of the sea ; their 
left rested on the lake Maadieh; the intervening space, about a mile in 
breadth, consisted of a succession of low sand-hills. In front of the position 
was a level sandy surface, which commenced before the’left, and extended as 
far as the French • lines ; on this plain cavalry could act, but as they ap- 
proached the British videttes, they found the ground strewed with large 
stones, the remains of Roman edifices which formerly had covered all that 
part of the shore. Gun-boats in the sea and the lake Maadieh, protected each 
flank; on the left, in front of the lines occupied by the troops, was a redoubt 
mounted by twelve pieces of cannon ; two were placed on the ruins of the 
Roman palace, and in the centre slight works were thrown up to aid the fire 
of the musketry. In this position the British army, now reduced by sickness, 
the sword, and detachments to the rear, to l'I,SOO men, with thirty-six pieces 
of cannon, awaited the attack of the enemy (5). - 

Position of' The position of the French was still stronger. A high ridge of hills 
the Frencii. extended from the sea to the canals of Alexandria ; along this ele- 
vated ground their troops were placed, with fort Cretin rising in deceitful 
grandeur in the centre, and fort Caflarelli in the rear of the left. Their gene- 
rals were at first fearful that the advance of the English had cut olF the dikes 
which formed their line of communication with Menou ; but that commander 
discovered a circuitous route, by which he was enabled to reach Alexandria, 

. and on the evening of the lOlh, the whole disposable French troops, 11,000 
strong, including 1400 cavalry, with 46 pieces of cannon, Avere drawn up on 
this imposing position. Every thing conspired to recommend early and de- 
cisive operations ; the ancient fame and tried proAvess of the’ Egyptian army 
left no room for doubt that they would speedily drive the presumptuous 
islanders into the sea; Avbile by protracting operations, time Avould be 
afforded for the Grand Yizier to cut off the garrisons on the frontier of Syria, 
and the Indian army to menace their rear from the Red Sea (4). 

Interesting The ground occupied by the two armies Avas singularly calculated 
to awaken the most interesting recollections. England and Franco 
«'uh uie contend for the empire of the East in the cradle of an- 

»pot. cient civilisation, bn the spot where Pompey Avas delivered up to 
the victorious arms of Gossar, and under the AA^alls of the city v.hich is destined 
to perpetuate to the latest generation the prdphelic Avisdom of Alexander. 


(l) The English lost 1,200, Uic Ercncli 500 men 
in this nff.iir. It is innios-ible to refuse a tribute of 
aumiration to the shill of the genernis ami valour of 
the soldiers, uldeh, with such inferior forces, 
enabled the nepublicans, at so slight a cost, to 
inllitt so serious a loss upon thrir adrersarics — ice 


(2) AVils. 20, 23. Kegii. 215, 219. Join. xiv. 327, 
328. -Vnn. Heg. 1801. 229. 

(3} AVils. 21, 2a, 30. itegn. 220, 222. Join. xiv. 
330. Ann. Reg- ISOI, 232. 

( 4 ) AVils. 25. -30111, .\iv. 329, 330. Rcgn. 222, 
223. ll.-ird, viil. 152. 
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Ha cry object Inch met iheeycwas fraught ^^uIl lustoricrenono. On iho 
nght of (he rrcncli line rose Pompey’s Pillar, on the left Cleopatra’s ^cedle, 
in the distance ^\crc seen the mouldering walls and Eastern domes of Ale\- 
andna, while on the cxireme horizon, stretching into the sea, appeared the 
far-famed towcrofPharos. The British, as well as ihcir antagonists, fell the 
influence of the scene and the grandeur of the occasion , and these ancient 
rivals in military renown prepared to join in their first serious contest since 
the Revolution (fj, with a bravery worthy of the cause in winch they were 
engaged, and the ammalmg presence m which they stood. 

. OntheSOlh, the castle of Aboukir, with its garrison of 190 men, 

dru*"" surrendered On themomingofthB21st,thearn)ywasunderarins 
at three o’clocic, eagerly expecting (he attackwhich the rnovements of the 
preceding evening had led them to auiicipaic. A gloomy mist covered the 
plain, through which every eye was painfully striving to pierce; every car 
was straining to catch the smallest sound, the eastern horizon was anxiously 
regarded, but though the grey of the morning was perceptible, it seemed re- 
luctant to break Suddenly the report of a musket was heard, followed by 
two cannon shots on the left , the oflicers, thinking the attack was to com- 
mence there, werealready galloping in that direction, when a sharp rattle 
brokeouton the right, followed by ihcloudshoulswluchtoosurely announced 
that the attack had begun m that quarter In fact the enemy, under Lanussc, 
were advancing in*gr€3t force againstihc Roman rums, where the 58lh and 
25d regiments were placed; the English otGcers no sooner saw the glazed 
hats of the Republicans emerging through the mist, tlian they poured m a 
fire by platoons, so heavy and well-directed, that the French were compelled 
to swerve to their left, and m making this movement tlic brave Lanusso ro* 
ceivcd a mortal wound llis division was so disconcerted by this event, and 
the (Ire of the English, which was kept up with uncommon vigour, both on 
thcirfront and flank, that they broke and fled in confusion behind the sand- 
hills. But at tins instant, Ccncral Rampon advanced at the head of a fresh 
column, two thousand strong, and joining the broken remains of Lanusse's 
divisioii,rcnewed the attack with greater force, and succeeded in turning the 
Homan nuns so as to take the troops who defended them both m front and 
flank Menou supported this attack by o grand charge with all his cavalry. 
^o sooner did Sir Ralph perceive it advancing than he moved up the I2d ami 
28lh icgimentsfrom the «ccond line to the support of the menaced wing, but 
soon after it arrived m the fire, the first of these corps was suddenly charged 
in flank by the Republican horse, and broken Jlolwiilistanding tins, ilio 
bravo Highlanders formed in little knots, and standing back to back, resisted 
thecavalry when they endeavoured tocut them down. The 28lh regiment 
■wasmamtaimng a «;everc action m front, when they were startled by bearing 
French voices behind their ime, llic rear rank had just lime to face about, 


column. Ac ItcnuHicans, in llicir turn, ncro assailed al once in fronl and 
flank, and driicn inlo the rums, nlicre a battalion nlncli, by its srealsucc&s 
m the Italian wars, had actiuircd Ilio siirnamo of the Intiuciblcs, was oliliocu 
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to lay down its arms, after having lost above two-thirds of its numbers The 
I rench cavalry also having now lost half their force by the cbsfand mul 
deious lue of the English infantry, prepared to cut their way back to their 

■ri?rv U purpose they charged the English reserve with the utmost 

fill j but those steady men with admirable coolness opened their ranks so as 
to let the squadrons sweep through, and instantly closing them again, and 
wheeling about, threiy in so deadly a lire upon the disordered horsemen, 
tnat lliey almost all, with their commander Roize, perished on the spot. The 
reniiiaiit, both foot and horse, of the force wdiich had made this, formidable 
attack, escaped in confusion from the scene of slaughter, and regained in dis- 
may the French position (J). 

uetrcat of Tlic dcfcat of tlu's desperate attack terminated the important ope- 

thc Frond,, rations of this eventful day. On the left of the English position the 
operations of the Republicans Avere confined to a distant cannonade; and a 
more serious attack on the centre was repulsed by the close and destructive 
fire of the English guards. At length Menou, finding that all his efforts had 
proved unsuccessful, ordered a general retreat, Avhich was effected in the hest 
order, to the heights ofNicopolison his rear, under cover of the cannon placed 
on that formidable position. The loss of the English amounted to 1300 in 
killed and wounded ; that of the French to above 2000; but this was of com- 
parath'cly little importance. They had lost the character of invincibles; the 
charm which had paralysed the world was broken ; and on the standards 
taken by the victors, they pointed with exultation to the names, Le Pas- 
sage de la Seri via, le Passage du Tagliamento, le Passage de Plsonzo, la Prize 
de Gratz, le Pont de Lodi (2).” 

S of st But this important triumph was mingled with one mournful re- 

Riipu collection. Sir Ralph Abercromhy, who had the glory of first lead- 
iug the English to decisive victory over the arms of revolutionary 
France, received a mortal wound in the early part of the day, of which he 
died a few days afterwards. Ao sooner did that gallant veteran hear of the 
furious irruption of the French cavalry into the lines on the right, than he 
mounted his horse, and galloped in that direction; he arrived Awhile it vras 
yet dark, when almost unattended by his a^des-de-camp, AA hom he had des- 
patched in various directions, on the ground OAcr AA'faich the cavalrj A»ere 
SAveeping, and aa'os assailed by the French dragoons, one of whom be disarmed 
in a personal conflict; but soon after he received a vround from a musket- 
shot on the thigh, which compelled him to dismount, and walk to the redoubt 
on the right the guards, where he remainedfor the rest of the day,wal’- ■ 
about, exposed to a terrible cannonade, insensible alike to the pain oi 
wound and the danger of his situation. With anxious hopes be Avatened ^ 
nro-n-ess of the action, every part of Avhieh was visible irom that e.evm 
sladon. and had the salisfaetion of seeing the French retire and tne Aitto. 
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K\ cry object ^^lndl met Iheejcwas fraught - nmiIi hisloi-ic renown. On tho 
right of the French line rose Pompej’s Pillar, on Uie left Cleopatra’s heedlej 
in the tlistinccncrcsccn the mouldering walls and Eastern domes of Alex- 
andria, nliileon the extreme horizon, stretching' into the sea, appeared the 
far-famed totscrofPliaros. The British, as well as their antagonists, fedi the 
inllueticc of the scene and the grandeur of the occasion ; and these ancient 
riials in military renown prepared to jom m Ihcir first serious contest sinco 
the Revolution (I), with a bravery worthy of the cause m winch they were 
engaged, and theamtnaling presence m which they stood. 

On ilic20lh, the castle of Aboukir, wjili its garrison of J90 men, 
snrrendered. On the morning of lhe2ist, the army was under arms 
at three o’clock, eagerly expecting the attack winch the movements of the 
preceding evening had led them lo anticipate. A gJoonjy mist covered ihe 
plain, through which every eye was painfully striving to pierce; every car 
was straining to catch the smallest sound; the eastern horizon was anxiously 
regarded, butthough the grey of the morning was perceptible, it seemed re- 
luctant lo break. Suddenly the report of a musket was heard, followed by 
two camion shots on the left , the ofliccrs, thinking the attack was to com- 
mence there, werealrcady galloping in that direction, when a sharp ralrtc 
hrokcouton the right, followed by theioud shouts which toosurcly announced 
that the attack had begun in that quarter. In fact the enemy, under Lanusse, 
were advancing in great force against the Roman rums, where the bSlh and 
S3d regimeats were placed, the English otOcers no sooner saw the glazed 
hats of the Republicans emerging through the mist, than they poured in a 
fire by platoons, so heavy and well-directed, that the French were compelled 
to swerve to Ihcir left, and in making this movement the brave Lanusso re- 
cciveda mortal wound Ihs division was so disconcerted by this event, and 
the fire of the English, which was kept up with uncommon vigour, both on 
Ihcirfront and flank, that they broke and fled m confusion behind the sand-» 
hills, liut at tins instant, General Rampon advanced at the head of a fresh 
column, two thousand strong, and joining the broken remains of Lanusse's 
division, renewed the attack w ith greater force, and succeeded m turning the 
Roman ruins so as to take the troops who defended them both in front and 
flank Menou supported this attack by a grand charge with all lus cavalry. 
No sooner did Sir Ralph perceivcil advancing thanhe moved up the i2d and 
oo.i ,„r, mnnie .Crnri ihe «crond line (o the support of the menaced wing, but 


the cavalry when they endeavoured to cut them down ilic anm rt^uu'-i'* 
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im"t among the Frencli generals. General Regnier strongly urged 
iTnid/s’e. expedience of leaving garrisons only in Alexandria, Cairo, 'and 
• iicrjii. “ Other important points, «ind concentrating the mass of the troops 
at Ramanieh, in a situation either to fall upon the English army, if they 
should leave their lines to attack Rosetta or Alexandria, or crush the Grand 
Yizier if he should attempt to cross the Desert. But nothing could induce 
Mcnou to adopt any thing but half measures. He detached four thousand 
troops to relieve Rosetta, who arrived on the Nile too late to disengage that 
place, and retired to El-Aft, where they threw up intrenchments, and awaited 
the movements of the English ; but himself remained at Alexandria, obsti- 
of persistingin thebclicfthat the Grand Vizier would never cross 

Mcnou. the Desert, that the English w'ould not venture to quit their posi- 
tion, and that if he remained firm a little longer, they would again bqtake 
April i3. themselves to their vessels. Meanwhile General Hutchison ^vas ra- 
pidly circumscribing his limits at Alexandria; .he cut the isthmus which 
separated the lake Maadieh froin the dried bed of the lake Mareotis, and filled 
■with the sea that monument of ancient industry, which in a great degree 
isolated, Alexandria from the rest of Egypt ; while the British flotilla ascended 
the Nile, and captured an important convoy descending that river for the use 
of its garrison. These disasters produced the greatest discouragement in the 
French army (1) ; the dissensions among the oflicers increased in vehemence, 
and General Regnier’s language in particular became so menacing that the 
commander-in-chief, apprehensive that he might, with the concurrence of 
the army, assume the command, had him arrested and sent back to France (2). 
nutcTisou detachment of La Grange, with four thousand men, having 

nssuVeT' reduced the garrison of Alexandria to little more than six thou- 
niaiKl, and sand. General Hutchison at length moved forward, with the main 
wwardr of forces, towards Ramanieh, in order to menace Cairo, 

Cnno. and carry the war into the upper parts of Egypt. Four thousand 
British and six thousand Turks, in the first instance, advanced against the 
intrenched position of La Grange at El-Aft. On the approach of such consi- 
derable forces, he retired to the fortified position of Ramanieh, an important 
post on the Nile, from which the canal branches olT which connects it with 
Alexandria, where he collected four thousand infantry, five hundred cavalry, 
M.iy 7. and, forty pieces of cannon. After a sharp skirmish, however, this 
position was abandoned, and the advance of Hutchison having cut off their 
retreat to Alexandria, the Republicans were compelled to fall back upon 
Capture of Cairo, Avhich they reached a few days afterwards. The capture of 
Ramanieh. Ramanicli Avas an important step in the campaign, as it completely 
isolated the troops at Cairo from those at Alexandria, cut off the chief sup- 
plies from the latter city, and rendered all attempt at co-operation impos- 
sible betAveen them. The fruits of this acquisition soon appeared in the cap- 
ture of a convoy of four hundred men and six hundred camels, bound for 
Alexandria, which, in the pathless solitude of the Desert, fell a prey to the 
activity and vigilance of the English cavalry (5). 

(1) Jom.xiv. 339, 340. 235, 252. Wils. 56. Alexamlria. General Regnier was morelial)iluatecl 

(2) The chardeters of Mcnou and Regnier are to war; but he wanted. ihe chief quality in a general- 
thus given by Napoleon j — ‘‘Menou appeared to in-cliicf; excellent when second in command, he 
have all the qualities filled for the command; he was unfit lo lal<,e the lead. His character was silent 
%\as learned, upright, and an excellent civil go- and solitary ; having no knowledge of the means of 
vernor. lie hud become a Mussulnian, whiih, how electrifying, ruling, or guiding mankind.**— Nap. 
ridiculous soever, was. agreeable to the natives of t/t Month, i. 73, 74. 

the country; a doubt hung ovei bis military capa- (3) Join. xiv. 339, 341. 84, 96» Ann. Reg* 

city, but noHQ over his personal courage; he had 1601, 234. 
octed well in la Ventlec and at the assault of 
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■''oiIJ Tliciniporlanceofaliiumph IS nolal^ajs measured In tic 
.r I rnm numLcp of troops engaged, twcnij-four thousand Jlonians, under 
ic- y Casar at Pharsalia, cliangcd the face of antiquitj ; thirty thousand 
Rcpuhlicans, at Vaiengo, sealed IXapolton on the consular throne, and esta- 
blished a power which overturned all the monarchies of Europe. IJie contest 
of tw civ c thousand bniish, w »lh an equal number of French, on the sands of 
Alexandria, in its remote efletls oierllirevv a greater empire than that of 
Charlemagne, and rescued mankind from a more galling tjranny than that 
of the Homan emperors. It first elevated (he hopes and confirmed (he reso- 
lution of the English soldiers, it first broke the charm by which the ronti- 
ncntal nations had so long been enthralled, it first revived the military spirit 
of tile English people, and awakened the pleasing hope that the descendants 
of the victors at Crecy and Agincourt had not degenerated from the valour 
of iheir fathers Ivothnig but the recollection of this decisive trial of strength 
could have supported the Bnlisli nation through the arduous conflict which 
awaited them on thercnevval of the war, and induced them to Tcmatn firm 
and unshaken amidst the successive prostration of every continental power, 
till the dawn of hope began over the summit of ihePjrcnees, and (he eastern 
sky was reddened by the conflagration of Moscow The continental nations, 
accustomed to (ho shock of vast armies, and to regard the English only as a 
naval power, attached little importance to the contest of such inconsiderable 
bodies of men on a distant shore , hut the prophetic eye of Napoleon at once 
discerned the magnitude of its consequences, and be rcceiv cd the intelligence 
of the disaster at Alexandria with a degree of anguish equalled only b) that 
experienced fiom the shock oflrafalgar(l) 

ID tnt But thougli destined m us ultimate cfTccls to produce these im- 
portant consequences, ibe victory of Alexandria was not at first 
•lee attended by results at all commensurate to the ardent anticipations 
of the English people. The movements of the English army were for Jong 
cautious and dilatory , but, though their operations were not hnUiant, they 
were skilful, and ultimately produced Hie desired results For some dajs 
after the battle they remained on (be ground where they bad so bravely com- 
bated, and the French occupied the heights of Nicopohs— both parties being 
busied m repairing their losses, and rcslonog the strength of their forces. At 
length a reinforcement of six thousand Albanians bav mg arrived in the bay 
of Aboukir, they were joined by a British detachment of a thousand men, and 
the combined forces approached Rosetta, situated on one of the mouths of 
Apr 1 .3 the Nile On their approacJi, Die 1 rcnch garrison retired to Da- 
cTdTu” imetta, leaving a hundred and fifty men mforl Jiihcn, who, after 

■ I r- fiirrenilrmJ on the jflth April. Shortly after 
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.1 la>ling momiinonl of llie iiniiorCaiil iriumph gained by thc nrilisli arms on 
llio <,nid> of Alex.iiulria { I \ 

.Slunily afUT ibis capilulalion was signed, tbe army of General 
b-drd, six llimisand four bumlred slrong, of wliom 5000 were 
jiV'r ’ J-rifisb and ^JS(U) sepovs, appearetl on li»o bnniis of Ihe Nile from 
India (-2;. lliey bad sailed from Itondiay in tlio end of December, 
bill nnforlunalely llie monsoon bad sel in before tliey arrived at the monlh 
of the Ued Sea, wliicli rciulored it iin|)ossil)le for lliein to reacli their original 
destination, as Inch was Sue/:, in time to operate as a diversion to llie Drilish 
i „ force w hen it (irsl landetl at the month of ibciNile. After slrnggling 
banl w ith contrary winds for above two months, in the course of which two 
transports were h»t, the expeilition arrived at Gosseir, in L'pper Kgypt, in 
tin; beginning of July, and preparations were instantly made for crossing the 
De>erl w Inch separates the Ited Sea from Theiies. Tiiis passage is one hundred 
and forty miles long; and as it was the first instance recorded in history of a 
Knropeaii army, with the artillery and encumbrances of tnoderii warfare, 
crossing one of tin: Kaslcrn deserts, it is in a peculiar manner worthy of 
observation. The first detachment liegan its march from Cosscir, 
and in nine days it arrived at Kinneh.on iheAile. The road across 
llie arid w ilderness lies almost Ihe w hole way through a succession 
of ravines, winding amongst hills varying from live to (iftcen 
luindred feet in height. These hills are very remarkable, rising often perpen- 
dicularly on eiilier side of the valley, as if they liad been scarped by art, liero 
again rather liroKeu ajid overhanging, as if they were the lofty hanks of a 
mighty river, and the traveller traversing its dry and naked bed. Mow you 
are quite land locked; now again you open on lateral valleys, and see upon 
heights herond ■>niall square lowers. Depots of provisions had been provided 
at the eight stations where the army halted, and wells dug by the Arabs, from 
which a tolerable ■'Upply of water was obtained, though in many places rather 
of a hrackidi quality. .\ot a ilwelling was to he seen, and hardly any traces 
of vegetation were discovered along this dreary tract; nothing met the eye 
hut hare and arid rocks in the mqnntains, and loose sand or hard gravel in 
tile hollows. The suHerings of the soldiers from heal and thirst were very 
great; for though they marcheil only during the night, yet tiiu atmosphere, 
healed to IIT degrees of Fahrenheit in the shade during Ihe day, was at all 
limes sultry and oiipressive in the highest degree. It was soon found that it 
was impossible by ilrinking to allay the thirst, and llial indulgence in that 
respect only augmented the desire; a little vinegar mixed with water proved 
the oidy elfcctiial relief. Every where the cannon and aminnnition waggons 
passed with facility, drawn by oxen brought from India. Mo words can 
describe the transports of llie soldiers when at Uensch they first came in sight 
of the Nile, llowing in a full majestic stream in the green plain at their feel; 
the bonds of discipline were unavailing to prevent a lumullnons rush of men, 
Jiorses, camels, and oxen, when they apjiroachcd its banks, to plunge into 
the waves, -Vt length by great efibrls Ihe army w'as assembled at Thebes with 
very little loss, considering the arduous service they bad undergone. Tlicy 
there gazed with wonder at the avenues of sphinxes and stalely temples' 
which are destined to transmit to tbe latest posterity ihew'onders of ancient 
Egypt, and embarking on the Nile, fell down in boats in nine days, a distance 
of 'three hundred miles, to Grand Cairo, where they arrived on the lOtll 


( 1 ) Join, xiv. 3i5, 3t0- Wi)5, 157, 255. Ann. 
Uci,'. 1801, 235.237. 


(2) Wils, 108, 189. 
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^nmi Mcan\Nlijlc tlic Grand \izicr, encouraged by Ihe unwonled miel 
dcffaVV* bgcnce of ihc defeat of the trench forces, and relieved by the 
narCairo ccssaiion of tile jilaguc iH Imarm), one great cause of Ins weak- 
ness, mustered up eouragc lo iross the Desert, and in the middle of April 
drew near lo the French fortified position, on the frontiers of Syria, at the 
head of twelve thousand men At his approach, the Republicans evacuated 
Salaliich and Dalheis, on the edge of the Desert, and Damietla, at the mouth 
of one of the branches of the iSile, and drew back all iheir forces to Cairo 
the arrival of La Grange willi the troops from Ramanich having increased 
ibe disposable force of genera) BcDiard to ten thousand veterans, he moved 
forward at the head of six thousand chosen troops lo El Ilanka, lo meet the 
Turkish force Bui the Mussulmans were now under very difierenl direction 
from that which led them to destruction at Ilcliopohs Major Hope, after- 
wards one of the most distinguished lieutenants of^\cllmgton, was with the 
artillery, and Major llolloway directed all the movements of the Grand \jzicr 
These able officers brought up the Turkish artillery and infantry to the fight 
in a wood of date-trees, vvhere the superiority of European discipline was not 
so decisive as m the open plain, while o-skilful movement of the cavalry 
towards their rear threatened lo cut ofl' the enemy’s retreat to Cairo The 
consequence was, that after an indecisive action of five hours, Bclliard re- 
treated lo the capital, a result so different from any which had yet allenJcd 
their warfare with the Republicans, lhatil elevated immensely the spirits of 
the Ottomans, and what was of still greater consequence, disposed them to 
resign themselves implicitly to the guidance of the British officers attached 
to their staff (i ) 

This important advantage having thrown the enemy on all sides back into 
the capita), and the success of the Turl s having proved that under proper 
guidance some reliance could he placed upon them in active operations, 

Co roll General Iluicluson resolved to advance iromeiiialcly against Cairo, 
lura rd, although the promised co-operation of the troops from the Red Sea 
could not be calculated upon, as, from the prevalence of contrary winds m 
that dangerous strait, they had been doiained much beyond the appointed 
time The Englisharmy mvesledCairo onlheSOlU May on Ihclcft, 
while the GrandAizicr did the same on the right bank of the iSiIc The for- 
tifications of tlio town, begun by KWbec, liad been assiduously continued by 
Mcnou, hut they were too extensive, stretching over a circumference of 
fourteen miles, lo be adcqinlelv nnrdcd bv nine thousand men, to w Inch (ho 
effective part of the gams ' ' 

with the Indian army, hac ' 

would make iheirappcaraw - o 

cupiuu length of time Impressed with these considerations, and fearful 
f'"' tint hv delnv he mieht not obtain equally fav Durable terms, Bclliard, 

uaj 2 » vcyed to France within fifty days, wi\h their arms, aruui.ij, ui J 
baggage Ihis was immediately agreed lo The troops embarked on the Ailc 
m virtue of this capitulation, amounted lo 13,072, besides the civil servants, 
and they left m the hands of the British 320 pieces of hcav y cannon, besides 
the field pieces of the corps which they earned with them, an asJomsbing 
conquest to have been achieved by a European force of smaller amount, and 


(1) Jom XT 312 313 Ann R«j 1801 23$ WiU 1(0 HI 
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sirnnccs nt^aiusisuch a conitiliou, ami ihreaiened to doslroy lliein raihci’ than 
that they ^ln)llUl fall into ihc liaiuls of the viclors, General lUUcliison, wilh a 
generous regard lo the interests of science and the feelings of these distin- 
guished persons, agreed to depart from the .stipulation, and allow those 
treasures of ail to he forwarded to France. The sarcophagus of Ale.Nander, 
liowover, was retained hy the llrilbh, and formed llie glorious trop!>y of 
their moinorahle triumph (1). 

The military results of this comjnesl were very great. Three hundred 
and iweUo pieces of cannon, chietly brass, were found upon the works of 
.Mexandria, he->ides seventy-seven on hoard the sliips of war. No less than 
Ido, 0(10 pounds of powder, and 11,000 gun cartridges were taken in the 
iimgaiincs; while the soldiers who capitulated wore 10,011, independenl of 
oDO sailor.s and O'i.’i civil servants. The total troops who capitulated in Egypt 
were nearly 21,000, all tried veterans of France; an astonishing success to 
have been achievcil hy a lh iti>h force which had hanily ever seen a shot 


tired, and even including those who c, 
had surrendered, never amounted to 

(l) Ai.'>. tW;. lSOI,e33. Ji'J- wit». I3t. UIJ. 

tlaU, hjJ, -S3‘ 

i*J) WiU, ny.’JlO. Va.f.Ufj;. IbOl.'JjU. 
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2S.100 imii. Al liir lirili’li mil ^llicil rnrcii dM 
iiul iiilcr iliiiu!laiic<>u.ay iiiin actinii, Sul uii lint 
miilrory, al an iiilcrvjl ot icvcral mniillii ftoiu 
cjili nUi'T, liic virln.-j iiiu»l luic rcni.’iiiiid with 
the l-iLiith if they li.'d li.nl .1 gciierjl nCi-nucity al 
their Iliad, who Ltiew linw lo jrail hiiiiirll ikiirully 
of the adiaiiljjjeiofhii central iiniilion." [ in 
Month, i 80, 81. “»'* 210- j rhe llriliih fotcc.> 

whiih came with Sir Ilaliih Ahcrcroiuhy 
ircrc ** ...»•• »». ld,829 

har.did in April, . . ■ ■ . . 3,000 

Cline with sir Uaiiil llaird, . . , . 5,U1U 


■[■qUI llriliih and Indian troops, . 2.'i,5t8 

[ Will. 070, 308 ) .The army of the Grand Meier, 
whiih adianiid .i^Miiiit Ciiru oiler the ^hallle of 
Alexandria, was only 11,000 •.Irnnjj, and in lucji a 
Mate of ilisor-.iiiiaaliiiii as to lie tapahle of ijfccliiig 
\ery little ill the lit Id; [Wila. llli.j and the corjis 
which hiiiikd al Uosella was only 0000 men, ami 
effected very little a;^.iuisl the cnemY. When, 
lliercfore, it is reculleclcd that the campaign was 
really concinded hy the capiluhilioii of General 
Ilcirnird .it C.iiro on the OOth June, tint the iurccs 
from ihc! Ued Sea only l.imicd al Cosseir on liie 8th 
July, and arrned at Cairo on the lOlh August, and 
coiisciiuenlly that the contest ivas deculeil hy 


:imc up from India si.v weeks after Cairo 
the same numerical strength (2). 

19,^00 HrtiMi 23,000 Krcacli, havinj; the 

i>r4crHtr.i( poxittuti .tin! uC 

all tho fiirlitict pliers in the cuiiiitry, il be 

adiiiitte I thdt (itijiliTii hiitury hj» (csv mure ^loriuiu 
achti ti) iiiinnictnorAlc. 

‘I hU hcui j Ihc fml i;n At OuAvlcr wlikli the Uc* 
puhliiaiis h..(2 >ttWah.c() hy bxal ‘since the cutn** 
lUs'iKDuriiiorihu rcvottilioa,. 111(1 it (u> iii^ fjhcn utt 
»t>4i>tiu;;ut’lic(l a portion <4 ihclr Anuy ,(> thjt\shlcU 
lull |;oiie tlirwii;;!) the ItAluii dnil l‘.o>pti.iii CAin** 
thcN (ij\c hccii iinlcrAli^alile iu their uu^ 
i!c.i\oi|n tn uuthrr.dn ilic crulil doc to the 
fth'h troops un the oviAsiuii ; Tor^i tlhin» that if tho 
i!rittv(i 4ctc<l fcthly, ulul Miut the i'riMicU ii.uo 
Incn silirti, \ttth aucU a >op«'riurlty of forcci they 
sicfc coi.tprllrtl to capitutAtc. U h true, lh:it tho 
tMisrtucoU of Uotchoun afUr tho h.dtlo orsi'^l 
.MA(ch sure ^!o\v aioI tautuiov; hot iUaI they wero 
uol (KUiAx.iubly No» h jtrusul h^ thecoiisidcratioo 
llut he lull lo .olvAiKV vvitli h tluo (utr hN Anuy 
a^;4itl^t 4 fonr .it tirAod (*Aiio, oliiclt Aiuounltd to 
|J,UUU uicii, Aiiil cioilil ^cimI 1U,UU0 into the Itchl* 
aitti that csco Aflcr all lie .irriM-d at tho &i:l’uu of 
action, .mil coticUoKtl tho captlotation uf O.(iro, ^4.< 
v.i'cks before the arri\al uf the Iruupi from the llcil 
^ca, svith no more than 1,SU0 burupcatij, and a 
tlMoftierly r.ihhie of 2 j. 00U Tuckt, hanily pro- 
\i(lr(l \uiti till) battering train. [ Wils, 158.] .Ml 
the iit;;enuity of the brentU cannot obviate tho 
iniporlanl fact llut, hy [lutcliiaon':* ailNaiicc to 
Uaiiisiiiich, 1 m: separated Ibcir aruitc:s al Cairo and 
Alcxaiidria fruui each nthrr, and enabled Uiiii, with 
a forco greatly inferior lo the two Inkcii logclhcf, 
to be Miperior to helU at the point -t.f attack, tlio 
MircU icit, a:» AapnUoii jujUy ohicrvcs, of a good 
general, ‘ihc llritisli ufltcets, alter Alcxatulria esas 
isTkcit, di«cosrred that the worl*s on llic heighls of 
IV'knjMilIs, aiul, ill particular, forts Ciciin and Caffa- 
relli, were in •vuch a state that they could ha\u op- 
po^ed no elfettiul levistancc lo .i vigorous allaek, 
and they were thus led lo regret that they had been 
induced hy tlieir ii»po,ij:g^ap})c.n'ancc to reliinjuiih 
the active jiurMul of llieir advantage*, bcfoic Ith- 
iiou*s arrival on the 13th March : [ VViU 2ri J but 
if they hxid done :.u, and Alexandria had ihcieby 
faUi'ii, il is doublful whether the ultlm.itc success of 
Ihc expedition would not have been endangered; 
ns il wouhl liave only deprived the enemy of iOCO 
mcn,%ind hd to thi’ com entr.itlon of the teniainder, 
nliovo 20.000 blinng, iu the central position at 
Xxdro, fioin whence they might have destroyed 
cither the grand Yi/icr, Sir U. Baiid, or General 
UutcUUui}» as they successively approathed the iu< 
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August. There, for the first time in the history of the A^orld, the sahlo 
Hindoos from the banLs of the Ganges, the s^^arlhy Asiatics from the plains 
of the Euphrates, and the Llue-ejcd English from the shores of the Tliamcs 
met in arms at the fool of the Pj ramids (i ). ’ 

•liSon ^'*^cn Mcnou 'ft 34 informed of the capUulalion of Cairo, he pro- 
himself highly incensed at its conditions, and loudly pro* 

'ifo.M.i claimed Ins resolution tohuryhimselfunder the rumsof Alexandria. 

aViV*" He refused to take ad\ anlagc, in consequence, of the proposal made 
to him to accede to the capitulation of the capital, and embark on the same 
terms for France Uiis determination >\as founded on intelligence he had 
reqeiTcd by the brig Lodi, which had eluded tlie Mgilancc of the English 
cruisers and penetrated into Alexandria, of the approach of Admiral Gan- 
thcaume with se'cn sail and five thousand men, accompanied with Ihe most 
peremptory orders from the first consul to hold out to the last exiremilj. 
Finding that the reduction of this last stronghold could only be effected by 
forte, OcucTaf Hutchison, after the embarkation of General Belhard and bis 
dnision, brought down the greater part of his troops from Cairo, and,m iho 
beginning of August, commenced active operations, at the bead of sixteen 
thousand men, against Alexandria. A flotilla was rapidly collected on the lake 
Harcotis, hut to complete the mrcstmcni of the place, it was necessary to 
reduce fort Marabon, situated on a tongue of land which unites the town to 
the opposite side of the lake, andbywhicb alone the garrison rcccncd sup- 
plies of provisions from (he Arah» Four thousand men were embarked on 
Auguit.!; the flotilla, and landed near the fort on the 17ih, while a feint was 
made of a general attack on the heights of ^lcopolls by General Hutchison. 
These operations were completely successful; the landing of the troops was 
effected with >cry httic opposition; batteries were rapidly constructed, and 
so heavy a fire kept up, both by land and sea, that the fort was soon reduced 
rrofKMo Of to a heap of ruins; and the garrison, consisting of a hundred and 
(&<<!«;< sixty men, was competed to capitulate. At the same time, some 
of the ad>anced bailcries of the Republicans were carried on the Uciglits near 
the sea, and a column of six hundred men, detached by Mcnou to recover 
them, driven back by Colonel Spencer, at the head of seven companies of 
the 30lh, with the most distinguished gallantry. In endeavouring to set fire 
lo the English flotilla, ibe French burnt ibcir own schooners on the lake; 
while the light vessels of the fleet boldly sailed into theliarbour of Alexandria, 
and opened a cannonade upon the enemy’s squadron m the inner port On 
the following day, General Coolc followed up his success; and advancing 
along the ist . s * 

Aoj »' E( I ■ ■ . . ■ ■ ■ 

disasters al ^ *' i s' ; ■ ' 

Au» 3< resolution to conquer or die, and agreed to a capitulation, invirUic 
of which the French were to surrender Alexandria, with all its arullcry,ana 
sumnder fac trausportcd back to France, with their arms, baggage, and tea 
oiueiiou pieces of cannon only. It was agreed between the military com- 
manders that the collections of antiquities and drawings winch had been 
made by the artists and learned men who accompamcJ the expedition shoulu 
be surrendered lo the Cntish ; but as they made the most vigorous remon- 


(0 EcWf* Esypl. 68, 69 WJ». HI. W 
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siraiu’cs such a coniiiu'nu, niul throalencd to destroy them railicr than 

that lliey ^llo^dd fall into iho hand.', of the victor.';, t'.oiieral llutchisoii, with a 
j^oncrems regard to tlio iulcrc^tH of mucuco and the fccliujjs of tliese distiU' 
puished pci.'-ons, apreed to depart from the .stipulation, and allow those 
treasures of a»l to ho forwarded to Franco. The sarcophagus of .Vle.xundor, 
however, was retained hy the hritish, and formed the glorious trophy of 
their momorahlo triumph (1). 

The military rc.sults of this coiu|uesl were very great. Three hundred 
and twelve pieces of cannon, cliieny brass, were fonnd upon the works of 
.Mexaudria, he^ides seventy-seven on hoani the ship.s of war. No less than 
pounds of pow<ler, and 11,000 gun cartridges were taken in the 
magazines; while the soldiers who capit\ilated were 10,011, iudepeudcul of 
;iUU bailors and (i;!.'* civil bcrvanls. The total troops who capitulated in Egypt 
were nearly 21,0t)0, all tried veterans of France; an a'.tonisliiug success to 
have hecu achieved hv a Ihithh force which had hardly ever seen a sliot 


lired, and even including those who 
h.id surrendered, never amounted to 

fi) ivj. uoi. -.'JJ. '.'3:;. Win. jsn 212 . 

S3l'. U.--H.2S0.2S3. 

<2) W|!.. i:y. 2IS. 217. Vim. Ur;;. 1501.232. 

-SI.'. 332. 3'i3. Ilciu. 2S0, 251). 

I J.t I fix', a iili.i cJJHluijSnl xl ( j ti', c. chili, c v( 

ci.il ‘ir.Ai.li, t3>'>*2 

.VI .VIrcaiiilcU 10,323 

21.203 

i W il*. 1 52. 21 « .] wliitli, 'HUim-iii,-; SOOU In I in Ihc 
Jirt.iu-l IiA r. . IuIjI uf 23,000 im'ii, 

to i,j p'lrf, l!ic llfili.U ill 1-Sviil. lu.iii- 41 ^l..•lr 
I rniii.iAiiil ill lirj.J rjiii.'i.i .lull licia |iiiir>, oIki.c 
503 ,;ii!.i, Ilic .i.iou'.il uf Oic iiifci’ oliicli tli.. 
) tci.cli li^a to llil. cnnli it, il ...ccf liiiivit h) the 
l>c>t j'l iiMc . .iacotc, tlul Ilf 40 mil. itliii,; ikiti.r 

jr.'/iiJij 4f>j uioU I >fi(h till' f4tii, jiiil lie. If 
UiH4,.e j In i'i4;;2fi4li' tlic aii.uo it nf lii-. iKjtco 
tiorj... •* 1.1 itanh, ttOl.'* N i|M'K.oi, *• llu: 
Ifii-oih iliie.ohsckra 40 4;i0) uf 15.000 ii.co. with 
uiit jfliJh O' i.r C4..iIo hufif.j it .hiiiaa li.i.<- hfiii 
ae.tfil.e.l. 'till' 4110., . Jiliult'f.ea 4 II 1 f »t\ tlii.nUi. 
tif f4l c 11141'tiii. ff., .141 anf-.iofif J .)(( f3c i/ijrci of 
4 / 1 // 2 1, OCO UTo I-. W lico 5.4pi)liuti ijuiltnl 
il, ill till* r.iil ur.Vii;:iiit 1502, it AiiiuiiiiUil in 4 II In 
23,300 Olio. .Vi the llritiili 4111 ! allica furcii OiJ 
Out inter Mimi!t4io.umI} iol.) oiliun, hut uii lliu 
iii.itrao', at an iiili-fvjl of ictcfal iiiniitli. rrom 
carli rl.iir, thu .iitu.'. lOO'l ha.c rcni.iiiied with 
the I feiitli if lliey Ii.-.U li.iJ .1 general oCc.iiucily at 
lliiirlieail. "ho Ltirw ho.r lu j.-iil liiiiisrll .kiirully 
<if the .la.aiiUgri of hiiitenlr.il jiniilioii." | .Naji. in 
.’'Ini.tli. i SO, 81, noil ii. 210.) The llrili.li forco 
"hitli C40.C with Sir Ilaliili .VUctcroiuIiy 
\.cro ... 10,302 

Lr.i.Oia III .Vi»fil, . . _ . . . . 3,000 

Cmic itilli Sir Uaililliairil, . . . . 5.2t0 


T’ot.-il Jlriliili .aiiO loJiao trooits, . 2.3,513 

I Will. 250, 303 ) Jhe army of the C,r.-oul Vi/ier, 
"Iiiili a'J.aoLitl .'igniiil Cairn i.fur llie Iiattie of 
Ah'xamlria, '.la. only 11,000 .irmig, .100 in aucli n 
ii-ile nf tii'nrg.iioralion a. to he e.ipaiile nf I'rfceliiig 
-.ery little ill the lit hi ; [ Wih. UO.) .10(1 the lorji. 
"Iiicli laoilul III Uoselt.i was only (iOOO iio’ii. .iiof 
cffecletl MTV little ag.iiii.t the enemy. V\ hen, 
therifnri', it' is iccollecleil that the c.ioip4igii wca 
really coiicluiled by the ca|iitul.itiim nf tjeiieral 
licllijrd at Ciirn on the 2yi)i Jiiiif, lh. 1 t the force, 
from the Ued Se.i only 1 imleil at Cn.seir on the 8tU 
July, and arri.cd at Caiio on the loth Augu't, and 
Mjiisciiuenlly that the coiitcsl ivas decided hy 


ame ujt from India six weeks after Cairo 
the same numerical strength (2}, 

|D«S 0 d UrUMi 123,000 I'rciicli, (lie 

aiU4iita;;o of a piiMtioit and of 

all tlio tufttUv*! itt lltc country, il inu^l bu 

ailiuiUc'l tliat taulcrii liivturN lt.ts feu more f^loriuuii 
aebu %< to i oumtrniorwfr, 

‘KiU bcin;; llic firil ;;ri al ili'4«.tcr whicli the He* 
|>ubtu.m» but b) i>Mui •.itive (be ectn* 

uu no mruttifUiQ rc\olnlfouMitnl il ba\iii^’rjnni utt 
j)orlif>M4>I ilnuranny a^lbal vvlijcU 
had f.ono tburti^U llic ItaU.m and cam** 

ibrN b.iNc beetk indcrali^;ibie iit tbeir cu- 
dca^4.Ar« lu until rratf \Uv. cndit due tu the Kti* 
;:hd» t(of|u <))} ttu: ocravinu ; rt)r,^rtti{)^, that if Ibo 
iiritisli aitid rrvl>)>, nm^t tbu i'rctvcU Iu>o 
!><<» wfuM, Aucit a Mij>rrinrity nf furCi*, lltcy 
^«(ru cui.iprlKil to (upltulati', Il (> true, tint itic 
tnmnnt’nl> of nnlcb)>o}i tbn luttb'.» ursi^t 

Marrii >titc aIuxt and C3Utloii\; but tlial tbey ucro 
not uiirr4>«uuMy '.o, pruwtl b) (bccnu^idcratinii 
Ibal l.c lutt l<i hilvaiiuc with W*i tluii tuilf bin ,«nuy 
a;;ain la fiirtc al (iruiul ('.airo, wlitcb .uununtidtii 
IJ,00%I nic{}^ anti coubl ^cntl lU.OUO into tbc Held, 
atul that c\cii after all Itc nrriNt.il nl tfio *>cci,(: of 
action, .mtl concbnlcil tin* ca(Mlu!atiuu uf Cairo, six 
v.c’ck-s bifore the arriNal of Ibo truo])^ from the ited 
2>ca, tvitb nu mmc tban lifiOO l:uro(>caiM, and a 
diM»rdcrly rabble t>f Uj.OOU Turks, banlly pro- 
vided with any lulterin;; train. ( Wils, 153.] .\ll 
tbc in;;cnuily of the bVcmli (.aiiiint obviate llio 
iinptirtaiit fart tli.it, by Itulcli)a<m*a advance li> 
ilanunicli, be separated ibeir aruiic^ al Ciiro and 
.Mcxaiiilri.i from cailt iilbcr, amt enabled him, vvilh 
.1 foren greatly inferior li> the two t.vken Itt^elbcr, ' 
to be Mipcriur to both at tbe puini t.f .attack, tbc 
surest test, as X.ipotiou justly ob^crve.s, of a goud 
general. Ll:c Orltisli ontcei5, alter Alexandria was 
Inkeii, «li<covered that tbc works on tbe bci;;b{s of 
rvicojmlis, and, in p.TrticuIar, forts (betia .iml Cnfla- 
relli, were in micU a stale Ibal they could have op- 
pOM*d no elfet tual resistance to a vigorous attack, 
and ihcy were thus led to rci;ccl Ibal they had been 
induced h) their impn viny appearance to reiiiiqiihb 
Ihe active pursuit of ibcir udvaiita};es before idc- 
iiou's ariivjt (jit the I3tb ^'larch : f \Vi(s 2r-i ] but 
if they bail done :.o, and .Uex.indrta bad tbeicby 
r.dlen.'it is doubt ful whether (be n/tim.ttc sucecis ttf 
the expuliliyn would not have been ciida:>i;ercd; 
as il would have only deprived the enemy of -lOGO 
men, and ltd to llie comcnlration oftlie rcuminder, 
Abovn 20,000 in the tcnlral position at 

■^Cairn, ftom wbcuce tbey tniglil have destroy etl 
cither the grand Vl/ier, Sir U. Ikiud, or Geneial 
llulcluiun, as they succcsiivcly approatbcil the ia^ 
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After the reduction of Alexandria, the greater part of the army, mih 
General Hutchison, returned to England, leaving tnelve thousand men 
including the Indian troops, to secure the country, until a general peace 
The Luropean officers and soldiers -n ere much struck by the luxury of ibeir 
comrades in the Indian service, and, accustomed to sleep on the bare sand, 
■nith no other cohering than a tented canopy, beheld with astonishment tlie 
numerous retainers and sumptuous equipages which attested the magniQ- 
cenco of Asiatic warfare But Sir David Baird soon showed that if they bad 
adopted iho paciOc habits of the soldiers of Darius, they had not forgotten the 
martial qualities of those of Alexander, and their morning exercises in the 
camp of xUexandna exhibited a combination of activity and discipline neier 
surpassed by the finest troops of the Western world (!) 

*«<-Tr"o/ expulsion of the French from Egypt was followed by a piece 

tbtToZ, of treachery on the part of the Ottomans, which, if not firmly 
resisted by the English cornmander, would have brought indelible dv‘^grace on 
the British name The Turkish Goiernmcot, aware of the insecure tenure hy 
which their authority m Egypt was held, as long as the Beys retained their 
ascendency in the country , had secretly rtsolicd upon extirpating them, and 
in order to carry their design into effect, seicn of the chiefe were muted to 
Alexandria, to hold a conference with ihcCapiian Pacha, by whom they were 
received with every demonstration of respect, and invited on board a British 
vessel But when they got into (he boats which were to convey them thither, 
they took fright, and desired to be returned ashore, and this having been 
refusdd, a struggle ensued, in the course of which three of the Beys were 
killed, aud four wounded This frightful violation of all public faith, though 
by no means unusual among Asniic despots, excited the most In ely nidigna* 
tion m the British army, General Hutchison immediately put his troops 
under arms, and made such enei^lic remonstrances to the Capitan Pacha, 
that he was obliged to surrender up the four Bi-ys who had been wounded, 
and the bodies of the slam, who were interred with military honours at 
Alexandria This resolute conduct completely cleared the British from all 
imputation of having been accessary to the intended massacre, though ilwas 
far froqi allaying the mdiguant feelings of the English officers, many of whom 
openly declared (he Capitan Pacha should hav c been seized m the centre of 
lus camp, and hung by the yard-arm of the frigate to winch he intended to 
have conveyed the victims of lus treachery (2) 

^\hen left to their own resources, however, the Mameluke chiefs 

nfoior were totally unable to maintain ihcir former government m Egypt. 

M^ch/.n* Many of lliem had fallen m the contest with France, ihcir rc- 

To'tt doubtablecavalry had penciled, and out oftheivholemilitiaof the 

province scarce two thousand could be mustered m arms, when the Euro- 
peans withdrew They were compelled to relinquish, therefore, ilicir old 
feudal sovereignty on the banks of the Aile, and accept llic offer of the Grand 
Seignior, to surrender on fav Durable terms the prov mcc into ilic hands oftho 
OsmanliS \ pacha w as established, w ho soon became t fic real sov trcign of the 
counirv, and long contrived, by the regular paymciit of his iribiilc, to 
mamtarn himself undisturbed lu lii» dommtous Under lus able and unuiv lucd 
adimmstralion, order began to reappear out of chaos, life became compa- 
ratively secure, though excessive taxation was established, aud the national 


Ut or of Egj-pt ^hrreas, by tUe rtt-sl no 
Alexsadrij II at djsjjttaoncif force w*» octal oorf 
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resources were proilij^iously auginentcd. Hy iliis moans one singular and 
lasting consctincnee resulled from the Kreneh residence in Kgypt. The old 
anarchical ijr.inny of the .Mainehtkes was thMroyod; a powerful govennnenl 
cstahli.'hed on the hanks of the Nile, which, in the end, crushed the Wahahccs 
in Arabia, extended itself over Syria, as far as the deliles of inounl Taurus, 
and was only prevented, hy the intervention <if France and lUissia, from 
utterly overluruiug the dominion of the tlMuanlis, Thus every thing con- 
spired to bring about the great driental Uevolulion of the nineteenth century; 
the power of the Turks, the chief bulwark of Mahonietanisin, was weakened 
alike hy the victories of the French and the conijuesls of tlicir oi)poncnts, 
and the Cre,>cent, long iriumphani in the Fast, was at length struck down, 
not less hy the ultimate eHecls of the ambition of the Uepublicans, who 
riiliculed every species of devotion, lhati the devout enthusiasm of the 
.Moscovites, who sought an entrance to Paradise through the breach of 
Constantinople. 

lUit neither of the victorious states foresaw those remote conse- 
(lliences, which as yet lay buried in the womb of fate, and the 
demonstrations of joy at the surrender of Alexandria were as ar- 
dent on the shores of the itosphorus as the banks of the Thames. 
cu.T.., ,;;)inion of tlio scragho were tired, the city was splendidly 

illuminated, medals were struck to he distributed among the English who 
had served in Egypt, and a palace built for the liritish ambassador at Pera, as 
a ladling monument of the gratitude of the Ottoman empire. In London, the 
public thankfulness, if les.t noiiv, was still more .•'incere. The people of Eng- 
land hailed this great achievement ns a counterpoise to all the disasters of the 
war; as a humiliation of France on that element where it had been so long 
victorious, and a check to its ambition in that (piarter where its hopes had 
been most sanguine; ami as the harbinger of those greater triumphs which 
would await them, if the enemy should carry into execution their long 
threatened invasion of the liritish islands. Fnder the intluence of these senti- 
ments the early disasters of the war were forgotten ; the fears, the asperity of 
former times were laid aside; and the people, satislictl with having redeemed 
their honour in military warfare by one great triumph, looked forward with- 
out anxiety to the cessation of the contest, in the lirnj belief that they could 
renew' it without apprehension whenever the national safety required that it 
should be resumed (I). 

u „. ;. Although the French were thus expelled from Egypt, it was not 
fxVruoI’.'i'.f without the giealesl cUbrls on the jjart of Napoleon to preserve so 
iupr^ci'-c iniporlant an acquisition, that it eluded his grasp. By great cxer- 
lions a sejuadron of seven ships of the line and live frigates, Iiaving 
on hoard six thousand men and vast supplies of all sorts, was made ready for 
sea, and sailed from Brest in the beginning of-fanuary; it eluded the vigilance 
of two British s(iuadrons which were detached in pursuit under Sir John 
Borlasc Warren and Sir Richard Bickerton, passed the straits of Gibraltar, and 
crept along the coast of Africa, almost to within sight of the Pharos of 
Alexandria ; but there; one of its frigates, the Africaiue, was encountered, and 
captured by the English frigate Phmbc, of equal force; and the admiral, dis- 
couraged by this disaster, and alarmed at the accounts he received of the 
strength of Lord Keith’s squadron off the .coast of Egypt, w’liich, united to 
that of Bickerton, now amounted to seventeen sail of the line, renounced his 
enterprise, and returned to Toulon. One of his frigates, however, the Rege- 
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m're, passed, under false colours, tlirougli !lie British fleet, and made its way 
into Alexandria; and this the Grst consul considered as decisn c cadence that 
the whole, if directed with equal skill, might ha\ c reached the same destina- 
tion. Ganthcaume, therefore, received positi\c orders to put again to sea 
and at all hazards to attempt the relief of Cgypt. lie set sail accordingly on 
Marcu 30 tlis 20th Marcli, at oidcd Sir John Borlasc Warren’s squadron, which 
he met off Sardinia, and conlinncd his route towards the coast of Africa; 
but>Yarrcn instantly made sail m the same direction, and arm ed olFAleian- 
dria on the 2od April. No sooner was Ganthcaume informed of this than he 
again turned about, and regained loulon without any disaster. Irritated 
hej ond measure by these repealed failures, Napohon transmitted peremptory 
orders to the admiral to put to sea a third time, and endeavour, at all 
hazards, to con\ ey the reinforcements he had oil board into Alexandria ; he 
auysa. set sail accordingly on the 20th Hay, threw succours in passing to 
the Republican force besieging porto Ferraio in the isle of Elba; increased 
his squadron by three frigates prepared for him by General Soult at Brun- 
dusium,and armed in sight of ilie coast of Egypt, for the third lime, on the 
8lh lune. One of his brigs, the Heliopolis, reached Alexandria on the day 
following; hut when Ganiheaumc was making preparations for landing the 
troops on the sands to the westward of that town, his look-out frigates made 


the cneiny’& fleet, and the landing of the troops in the desert shore without 
sloresor provisions, would expose them lo certain destruction. Ganthcaume, 
therefore, refused to accede to the wishes of the olTiccrs of the army, who 
were desirous to incur that pentoua altcrnatnc, and madc.sail again for the 
jhaim const of France. On his route homewards he fell m with the 
Swilfsure, of seventy-four guns, which Capiam llollowcll defended long with 
hiS accustomed gallantry, hut he was at length obliged to surrender lo the 
vast superiority of the Rcpuhlican force, and with this trophy the admiral 
regained the harbour of Toulon. Tlic I rcnch journals, long accustomed lo 
continued disasters at sea, celebrated this gleam of succc:)S as a memorable 
triumph, and loudly boasted of the skillwilh which their fleet had traversed 
the Mediterranean and avoided the Englisli squadrons; “a melancholy 
reflection,” sajs the historian of Napoleon, “for a country and its admirals 
when skill in avoiding a conibal is held equivalent lo a victory. (1).” 

This cfTort, however, v>as not (he only one made by the first consul for 
the relief of Egypt Ilis design was to support Cantlicaumc by a combined 
squadron of fifteen ships of the hue, draw n from the harbours of France and 
Spam. For this purpose great cfibrls had hccu made by the Spanish mmiic; 
SIX ships of the line at Cadiz had been placed under the orders of the ircncii 
admiral Dumauoir, and six others bad reached that harbour from tcrrol, 
while the English blockading squadrons, under Sir John Borlasc llarrcn and 
Sir Richard Bickortou, had left tbcir stations ofT these harbours in search of 
Admiral Ganthcaume; and Admiral Linois, with Ihacc slups of the hue, was 
to ]om them from Toulon. TheRntisli Government, jusilj alarmed at such 


when advices were received that Amiral Linois, with three ships of the hno 
(l) Bij li.ai.Ce. Jem. »iT, 553, 365 Dun.tU 108 , 112 . Ami rc;.H«1.3l8. 
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and one frigate, was approaching from the Mediterranean. No sooner did 
the French admiral find that the blockade of Cadiz had been re-established 
by a force superior to his own, than he abandoned all hope of effecting the 
prescribed junction, and fell back to Algesiraz bay, where he took shelter 
tinder the powerful batteries which defend its coast. Thither he was followed 
by Sir James Saumarez, whose squadron was now reduced to six ships of the 
line by the detachment of one of his vessels to the mouth of the Guadalquiver; 
and the British admiral resolved upon an immediate attack notwithstanding 
that the forts and batteries and gun-boats, now manned by gunners from the 
French ships, presented the most. formidable appearance. The British fleet 
stood into the bay, headed by Captain Hood in the Venerable, with 
bay of AU spvings ou their cables, and in a short time the action began, the 

scsiraz' Audacious and Pompey successively approaching, and taking their 

stations alongside of the French vessels, between them and the batteries on 
shore. The wind, however, fell shortly after the leading ships got into action, 
so as to prevent the remainder of the squadron from advancing to their sup- 
port j and when at length a light breeze from the south enabled the Hannibal 
to work into the scene of danger, she grounded in such a situation as to he 
exposed to the shot of the French squadron on one side, of the formidable 
batteries of Almirante and St. Jago on the other, while fourteen gun-boats, se- 
curely posted under- her stern, kept up with great vigour a destructive rak- 
ing fire. To complete the disaster, the wind totally failed soon after, so as to 
render it impossible for the other vessels, notwithstanding the utmost efforts, • 
to render any effectual assistance; and the boats, which had been destined 
to storming the batteries on the islands, were all required to tow the line-of- 
battle ships which were still afloat, so as to bring their broadsides, to bear upon 
hshaiT enemy. After several'gallant attempts, therefore, on the part 
^voMted. of Sir James Saumarez and his squadron, to throw themselves be- 
tween the batteries and the grounded' vessel, they were compelled to draw 
off, leaving her to her fate, and after an honourable resistance, she Avas 
obliged to strike her colours (1). 

Groat rc- The loss of tlic Biftish in killed and wounded in this action Avas 

Fianofat" j that OH tfic part of the French and Spaniards, 586; but 

this evont. tpe uuAvonted occurrence of the retreat of the former, and the 
capture of one of their line-of-baltle ships, diffused the most- exti’aordinary 
joy throughout France, in Avhich the first consul warmly participated (2). It 
was publicly announced at their theatres and in the gazette published on 
the occasion, that three French sail of the line had completely defeated six 
British, and captured one of their number, Avithoul the slightest niention of 

fl) James, iii. l64> 172. Aim. Reg, 1801, 249. flowing wUh joy at lliis unlooked-for event. Naval 
Dum. vii. IIS, J2J. Jom. :siv. 366, 368. victories were rare at that period, and Napoleon 

An incident, IiighJy characterUtic of the BngKsli felt the full satisfaction .Trising from this one. Ad* 
sailors, occurred in this action. In its voyage iniral Linois received the sole recompense which it 
through the Mediterranean, the French fleet had was in his power at that period to bestavr, a sahre 
fallen in with, aud captured, the brig Speedj, of of honour. All those uho have naiiowly studied 
fouUcen guns, commanded by Captain Loud Co- the character of Napcltou, must h^^e seen that the 
cHRAxfi, and lhat g.dlant officer, with his little ruling passion of his great mind was the humhiing 
crew, was on hoard the Formidable when the ac~ of liagland. It was his constant olijccL ol study; 
tinii look place in the hay of Algesiraz At every and i cam safely affirm that during IheJburleen 
broadside the vessel received from the Jmglish, these years that he Jicid the reins of pow cr, daring \\ hieli 
bras e men gave three clipcrs, regardless alike of the 1 certainly saw him very frei^uenliy, he was con- 
Uireals of iiistni.t death from the French if they stanlly set upon that object, and passionalely de- 
contiimed so unseemly an inleiruplion, and the sirous of the glory which it would pioduce. He 
obvious danger lliat they iheinsches might be sent constantly thought that he could give France dhe 
to the bottom by their friendly discharges. ' means ofcombatting that power on equal terms, ami 

(2) “The first consul," says the Duchess of subduing it ; all his measures tended towards that 
Abranlcs,** recounted this triumph to us with the end." — D’Al;^.A^T^:s, v. 25*, 250. 
most lively satisfaction, with eyes Jilerally over* 

lY. Ifi 
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the batteries onshore, to Mhich the Spanish official account, ^M^h more jus- 
tice, ascribes the failure of the attack (1). But these transports i\erc of short 
duration, and an aivful catastrophe was destined to close the naval strife 
between the two nations After the battle, the English fleet repaired to Gi- 
braltar, and the utmost efforts were made night and day, to get the squadron 
ready for sea, but it was found that the Pompey was so much damaged 
that she could not be set afloat in time, and therefore her crew were dis- 
tributed through the other vessels, and the fleet stood out to sea to avenge 
the affront they bad received on the morning of the 12th July Meanwhile, 
the Spanish squadron at Cadiz, consisting of sin. ships of the hue and ihreo 
frigates, two of whicii bore H2 guns each, had joined the shattered French 
fleet m Algesiraz bay, and the combined force was moving towards the isle of 
Leon, 'at the lime that the English squadron, consisting of fiv e ships of iho 
line and one frigate, w ere working out of the harbour of Gibraltar (2j. 

^'othmgl^ war could be conceived more animating than the circumstances 
under which the British fleet then set forth to redeem the honour of their 
flag The combined squadron, consisting of nine ships of the line and four 
frigates, was proudly and leisurely moving towards Cadiz, with all sails set 
and a favourable wind, bearing with them their prize, the Hannibal, which 
they had contrived to get afloat, m tow of the Indienne frigate, the anxiety 
of the sailors to rescue her from their hands was indescribable} the day was 
clear, the rock covered with spectators, and loud sliouts announced every suc- 
cessive British vessel which cleared the picr-hcad of Gibraltar to proceed on 
the perilous service. The mole, the quajs, the balicncs, the cliffs, were 
crowded with anxious multitudes, eager to witness, the approaching conflict; 
the band of the Admiral’s Sship, the Ctesar, played the popular air, “ Come, 
cheer up, my lads, 'tis to glory vve steer,” while the military bands of the gar- 
rison made the rock re-echo with thonotosof“ Britons, strike homef” So 
thrilling was the interest of the scene, so overpowering the feelings which it 
excited, that the foreigners who witnessed U wished they had been English- 
men } and even the w ounded begged to he taken on board to share in tho ho- 
nours of the approaching conflict (3) 

TieGri m truth a proud sight for the English garrison to behold 

their fleet, of five ships of the line, only ten days after a bloody en- 
counter, again pul to sea to give chase to an enemy’s squadron of 
Ime-of-batllc ships, six of whom were perfectly uninjured, and whith con- 
tained two llirce-dcckcrs of stupendous magnitude The Hannibal soon fell 
astern, and with the frigate which had her m tow, returned to Algesiraz; but 
the remainder of the squadron cleared Cabntla point, and stood away, as 
darkness, set in, with all sail towards Cadiz At tenat night, afresh 
A*g^arai. breeze filled the sails of the English fleet , tlicy gamed rapidly on the 
enemy, and Sir James gave orders that they sliould engage Hic first vessels 
which they could os • ' ' 

Its fire upon the Ut ' « . ' : .... 

seen to be on fire L-v ^ o- ' - • : ' ■ ■, 

must fall into the liands of the remainder of tbc fleet as they came up, the 

fjV *• 7l>e »clion ” iut» ‘I*® ktsodio; llie utinoi la g<t b.r It 

’ , ., 1 . wit futtJid jBHOt ilik, #iiJ Cr« ©r tirf laclerif* 

I , ioou cCBiH’lIeJ ber 1*1 .kilc — — Sec 

. . - *T3 

, . - (3) Jaiuts 111 170 iSI Xud Cr; U01i3i: 

, • Zoin. si« 3u3 Dull, til tit 

of iltcmi ling M I’au li'clwcfu ibe I rtoiU aUmirJ * VJJ Etliluo, ill. 3vJ. Jamw, iil. UO 
tljipaud U.*. iliort.oiiaa ter stouaU, auJ soCwifti 
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Superb passed on, and in half an hour overtook and engaged the St.-Antoine, 
of 74 guns, which soon struck her colours. The Cjesar and Venerable came up 
in succession, and the chase was continued all night, in the midst of a tem- 
pestuous gale, by the light of the discharges which at intervals flashed through 
the gloom.' But while the sailors were making the greatest efforts, and con- 
stantly nearing the enemy, a terrible catastrophe occurred, which for a mo 
ment daunted the stoutest hearts. The Superb,'after having disabled the Real 
Carlos on her starboard, passed on, poured a broadside on the larboard into 
the San Hermenigeldo, also of 112 guns, and soon outstripped both her first- 
rate antagonists. In the darkness of the night these tn o Spanish ships mutu- 
caia'tropbe mistaking each other for the enemy, were involved in a mortal 
spa'msi. combat; the violence of the winds spread the'flames from the one 

vfss'cL' to the other^ the heavens were illuminated by the awful conflagra- 

tion, and at midnight they both blew up with an explosion so tremendous as 
to shake Cadiz to its foundation, and spread a thrill of horrqr through every 
soul that witnessed it. Out of two thousand men, of which their crew's con- 
sisted, not more that 2S0 were saved by the English boats, the remainder 
were blown into the air, or perished in the waves on that tempestuous 
night (Ij. 

When morning dawned, both fleets were extremely scattered, the Vener- 
able and Thames were far a-head of the rest of the British squadron, and the 
Formidable, of eighty guns, was seen in the rear of the French fleet. The Bri- 
tish ships instantly gave chase, and soon brought her to action. It began with- 
in musket shot ; and shortly tlie two ships were abreast of each other within 
pistol range, and a tremendous fire w'as kept up on both sides. Undismayed 
by the magnitude of the force brought against him, the French captain, 
made the most gallant resistance, which Avas soon rendered equal by the 
Thames miavoidably falling behind, and dropping out of the action. The fire 
of the Venerable, however, directed at the hull of her opponent, was begin- 
ning to tell severely on the enemy’s crew, when the French gunners, by a for- 
tunate discharge, succeeded in bringing doAvn ber mainmast, and Avitb it most 
of her rigging, so that she fell behind, and soon after her other masts went by 
the board, and she struck on the shoals of San Pedro. In this desperate situa- 
tion Captain Hood still maintained a contest with the stern chasers of the For- 
midable (2), and gave time for two other ships of the line to come up ; upon 
the appearance of which the enemy relinquished their design of attacking the 
disabled vessel, and crowding all sail, stood in for Cadiz harbour, where they 
were soon after moored in safety. 

The intelligence of this bold and fortunate engagement, in Avhich a British 
fleet so'severely handled an enemy’s squadron of nearly double its own force, 
excited the greater joy in .Great Britain, that the preceding failure in Alge- 
siraz bay had someAvhat mortified a people, nursed by long continued success 
to unreasonable expectations of constant triumph on their favourite clement. 
On the other hand, the frightful catastrophe of their two first-rate meii-of-war 
spread theutmost consternation through the Spanish peninsula, and increased 
that strong repugnance which the Castilian youth had long manifested for the 
naval service (5). 

Attack of Contemporaneous with these maritime operations Avas a measure, 
onPorTu- from AA'hich Nupolcon anticipated much more in the Avay of form- 
s''- ing a counterpoise to the A'ast colonial acquisitions made by Great 


( 1 ) James, iii. ISO, tS3. -\nu. Reg. 1801, 253. 
Join. xiv. 369- Opm. vii. 130, 132. 

(2) James iii. 18 i, 185. .Ami. Reg. 1801. 255. 


Jom. xi\. 36S, 371. Ditm. \ii. 132, 135.' UisH- ii. 
38, 30. 

(3) Jom. MS. 3T1. -Anu. IvCg, < 
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Bnlam during llic , and this was an attack upon Tortugal, the ancient 
ind tried ally of Lugland The Ircncli, according to their own admission, 
had no cause of complaint against that power, the only moine of the war 
was to proMdc an cqunalent to the inantimc conquests of England “Me 
only wished,” says Bignon, “toenlerinto that kingdom mordertoleaieit, 
and slipnlalc for that retreat some considerable concession from Great Bri- 
tain ” The most obi lous means of cITccling this object w as to interest Spam 
in its eiccution, and this was adroitly managed by the Grst consul In the 
treat) of Lunciille, as already obsened, it was stipulated that the grand 
duchy ofTuscdny should be ceded by the Austrian family, and erected mlo a 
Trra y h scparaic principality m faiourof Don Louis, a prince of the Spanish 
*hl"ur‘^ family, and that the duchy was soon after erected into royally, 
ro»f under the title of the kingdom of Etruria Europe was at a loss at 

first to divine what was the motive for this sudden condition in favour of the 
oci I SCO Spanish house of Bouibon , but it was soon made manifest, when 
it appeared that a treaty had been concluded between trance and Spain, the 
object of which was, “ to compel the court of Li«bon to separate itself from 
the alliance of Great Britain, and cede, iiU the conclusion of a general peace, 
a fourth of its territory to the Trench and Spanish forces (1) ” 

This flagrant and unprovoked invasion of the rights of a pacific stale, took 
place at the very time when trance was loudly proclaiming the principles of 
the armed neutrality, and the utter injustice of one belligerent interfering 
wnh the trade or alliances of ludepciidcul powers But it soon appeared 
tint the first consul’s tenderness for neutral rights was all on one element, 
wherchewas weakest, and that on the other, where bis power was well nigU 
irrcsisiihlc, he was prepared to go the utmost length of beUigcicnt aggres- 
sion, and compel every other state to enter into his projects of universal hos- 
Dre lies tihly against Great Britain So early as December 1800, when tbo 
V iciory of llohcnlmdcn had relieved him of all aiiiiciy on the side of Germany , 
he had given orders for the formation of an army of observation at Bordcau\, 
■winch gradually drew towards the Pyrenees, and was increased to twenty 
thousand men, and this was followed some months afterwards by a dcclara- 
bi egi tiouofwaron the part of Spain, against the Court of Lisbon The 
ostensible grounds of complaint on winch this step was rested, were the re- 
fusal by the Court of I isbon to ratify a peace with Vraocc, signed by its ple- 
nipotentiary in 1797, accompanied with acomplaiiii that she had furnished 
protection to the English Heels and sailors, and insulted the French m the 
harbour of Carlhagcna The real reasons for the war were very diOerciit 
“ The Courts of Lisbon and Madrid,” says the French historian, “ united by 
recent intermarriages, had no rcul subjects of dispute They were drawn into 
the contest because the one was attached to the political system of franco, 
the other to that of Great Britain (2) * bpaiii w as at this lime entirely under 
the guidance of the Prince of Peace, a v am and ambitious favotiriio who had 
risen from an obscure origin, by court intrigue, to an clev aiion hUic short of 
the throne, and Uiicw liunself willingly into the arms of trance, m order to 
seek an circclual support against the pride and patriotism of the Castihan 
noblesse, who were exceedingly jealous of Ins aulhoniy Guided by siicli a 
ruler. Spam made licrscif the willing lustruincul of trance lu ibu tjranmeal 
aggression She afterwards expiated her faults m oceans of blood (3) 

°in this extremity the Portuguese Covcmmcnl naturally turned to tuglaud 
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Ttici'oi. for support, and oflcrcd, if she would send an army of Iwcnly- 
l-ifureX llioiisaml inoii, to give her the command of the native forces, 
lauu for H;^^ jj j,j po^ver of Greal Orilain to have acceded to this 
offer, the desperate struggle of tlic peninsula might have been accelerated by 
eight years, and the triumphs of Bnsneo and Yimiera graced the conclusion 
of the lirst part of the ^Yar. Lhit it was impossible to make such an ellbrt; 
her only disposable force was already engaged in Egypt, and the great con- 
test in the north, as yet undecided recjuired all the means which were at the 
disposal of her government. All that could be done, therefore, was to send 
a few regiments to Lisbon, with a loan of L.r>0l),00t), in order if possible to 
procure a respite from the impending danger till the general peace, which it 
was already foreseen could not be far distant (1). 

Deprived in this manner of any ctVectual external bid, the Portuguese Go- 
vernment, to appearance at least, was not wanting to its ancient renown. An 
animated proclamation was put forth, in which the people were reminded of 
their ancestors’ heroic resistance to the Uomans, and their imperishable 
achievements in the southern hemisphere; new armaments were ordered, 
works hastily constructed, a levy c« masse called forth, and the plate bor- 
rowed from the churches to aid Government in carrying on the means of de- 
tlpnlT fence. Put during all this shew of resistance, there was a secret 
m'kr 1.0 understanding between the courts of Lisbon and .Madrid ; the regu- 

JO. lar troops on llie frontier, about Uvcnly thousand strong, Avere 

hardly increased by a single soldier; and when, in the end of May, the Spa- 
nish army of thirty thousand combatants invaded the country, they expe- 
rienced hardly any resistance. Jurumenha and Olivenza at once opened their 
gales; Campo Mayor, though amply provided with every thing requisite to 
sustain a siege, only iicld out a fortnight; and the Portngnese, flying in disor- 
der, made Itasle to throw the Tagus between them and the enemy. Even 
i>“"cV«ii which never lowered its colodrs in a more glorious strife, 

ri'u-ua?" surrendered, and in a fortnight after the war commenced, this 
collusive contest was terminated by the signature of preliminaries of peace 
at Abranles. Hy this treaty, which was ratilied on September 29lh, Olivenza, 
with its circumjacent territory, was ceded to Spaiti, and Ihfc ports of Portugal 
were shut against the English flag (2). 
wi.ici. iiic No sooner were the terms of this treaty known in France than the 
“•fi'/ci'To' first consul refused to ratify them. Not that he had either any ani- 
raiify. mosityof cause of complaint against the Cabinet of Lisbon, but that 

by this pacification the main object of the war was missed, namely, the occu- 
pation of such a portion of the Portuguese territory by the French troops, as 
might give weight to the demands of France for restitution of her conquered 
colonies from Great Britain (o). The French army of observation, according- 
ly, under Leclcrc and St.-Cyr, liye-and-twenty thousand slrong,-which had 
advanced to Ciudad Rodrigo, entered Portugal, invested Almeida, and threa- 
tened both Lisbon and Oporto. The Portuguese Goyernment now 
an.iy in- made serious preparations ; six sail of, the line were detacnecl irom 
tusoL Lisbon to reinforce the English blockading squadron off Cadiz, and 
such elTorts as the time would admit made to reinforce the army on ihefron- 
tiep.’ But the contest was too unequal, and England, anticipating the seizure 
of the continental dominions of the bouse of Braganza,.had already taken pos-. 
session of the island of Madeira, to secure its colonial dominions from insult, 

(l) Aim. Reg. 25G, 257. Oum, vii-Oe. Join. xiv. 

Q9i. 


(2) Rig. ii. 12, 13. Jom.Niv. 223, 299. Ann. Reg. 
1801,258, 

(3) Rig. ii. 13. 
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^\bcn ihc tcmposl was a\crlccl by external events. The near approach of an 
Juijt23 accommodation between France and England, made it a greater 
object for the first consul to extend lus colonial acquisitions, than enlarge his 
conquests on the continent of Europe; while the arrival of aconvoy wilha 
great supply of silver from Brazil, gave the Portuguese Government the means 
both of satisfying his pecuniary demands, and gratify mg the cupidity of his 
inferior agents lo use the words of a French historian — “The Portuguese 
Government holding the purse, threw it at the feet of the robbers, and thus 
saied Itself from destruction (1) ” Bribes were hbcraJly bestowed on (he 
French generals (2), and so completely did this seasonable supply 
tp«rmoM remove all difficulties, that a treaty was soon concluded, in virtue 
^r.t*on of which, Olivcnza, with Us territory, was confirmed to Spam, the 
harbours of Portugal w ere closed against English ships, both of war and com- 
merce, one half of Guiana, as far as the Carapanatuba stream, was ceded to 
France, and the cbmmerce of the Republic was placed on the footing of the 
most favoured nations (3) By a less honourable and secret article, tlic imme- 
diate payment of 20,000,000 francs was made the condition of the retreat of 
the French troops ( i) 

NsT«i*nn As the war approached a termination, the anxiety of Napoli5on lo 
procure equivalents for the English transatlantic acquisitions bc- 
wuTihfj carao tuoro vehement With this view, he made propositions to 
orciinf Prussia to seize Hanover, an insidious Ihougli templing o/Tcr, 
■which would have rendered ilial power permanently a dependent on Franco, 
and totally altered tiie balance of European politics But the Prussian Cabi> 
net had good sense enough, at that lime at least, to see that no such gratui* 
tous act of spoliation was likely to prove a permanent acquisition, and (o 
dcclmo thcpropo«al (5) 

{"ni'for Meanwhile, ^apokon, relieved by the treaty ofLunCville,from all 
apprehensions of a serious continental struggle, bent all his alien- 
England tiOH to ihc sliorcs of Grcat Britain, and made serious preparations 
for invasion on his own side of the Channel. Though not of the gigantic cha- 
racter which they assumed 111 a later period of the contest, after the renewal 
of the war, these flTorts were of a kind tO excite the serious atlcnliou of the 
English Government trom the mouth of the Sciicldt lo that of the Garonne, 
every creek and headland was fortified, so as to afford protection to (hesmaff 
craft which were creeping round the shore from all the harbours of the king- 
dom, to tiic general rendezvous of Dunkirk and Boulogne flic latter har- 
bour was the general point of assemblage, gun-boats and ilat-bottomcd 
praams were collected in great quantities, furnaces healed for rcdhol sliol, 
immense batteries constructed, and every preparation made, not only for a 
vigor . ■ : ■ 

nanci . 

them 

to the u. .. wj-. w . . j ’ , . . — . „ ■ 

streams to the harbours on the Channel Theimmcnsily of tlicsc preparations 
was studiously dwelt upon iii the I rcncli papers; nothing was talked of but 
the approaching descent upon Great Britain; and fame, ever the first to 
sound the alarm, so magnilicd their amount, that wficu a few bauahain 
pitched their tents on the heights of Boulogne, it was uuivcrsally credited 


(1) Cien « l3. note 
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in England that the army of invasion was about to take its station prepa- 
ratory to the threatened attempt (1). 

Appiehcn- Though not participating in the vulgar illusion as to the iihmi- 

BntLr/co! nence of the danger, the English Government had various weighty 

vernmeat. reasous for iiot disregarding the preparations on the southern 
coast of the Channel. The fleets of Great Britain in the narrow seas -were 
indeed so powerful that no attempt at invasion by open force could be made 
with any chance of success (2) ; but it was impossible to conceal the alarming 
fact, that the same wind which wafted the French flotilla out of its harbours 
might chain the English cruisers to theirs ; and the recent expeditions of 
Gantheaume in the Mediterranean, and of Hoche to the coast of Ireland, 
had demonstrated that, notwithstanding the greatest maritime superiority, 
it was impossible at all times to prevent a vigilant and active enemy from 
putting to sea during the darkness of autumnal or winter months. It was 
easy too to foresee, that even although ultimate defeat might attend a 
descent, incalculable confusion and distress would necessarily follow it in 
the first instance. It was to be expected also, that the destruction of the 
armament might influence the issue of the negotiations for peace; and that 
if the first consul saw that his flotilla was not secure from insult even in 
his oAvn harbours, he would probably abate of the pretensions which his 
extraordinary successes had induced him to bring forward (3). . 

Influenced by these views, the British Government prepared a powerful 
armament of bombs and light vessels in the Downs, and intrusted the com- 
mand to Lord Nelson, whose daring and successful exploits atAboukir and 
the Nile pointed him out as peculiarly fitted for an enterprise of that descrip- 
Attack on tion. On the 1st August he set sail from Deal at the head of three 

“onn^b ships of the line, two frigates, and thirty-five bombs, brigs, and 

NchL/ • smaller vessels, and stood over to the French coast. He himself 
strongly urged that the expedition, aided by a few thousand troops, should 
be sent against Flushing; but the Cabinet resolved that it should proceed 
against Boulogne, and thither accordingly he went, much against his incli- 
nation. After a reconnoissance, attended with a slight cannonade on both 
sides, soon after his arrival, a more serious attack look place on the night of 
Which is the ISth August. But in the interval the French line of boats had 
defeated heen rendered wellnigh unassailable. Every vessel was defended by 
long poles headed by iron spikes projecting from their sides; strong nettings 
were braced up to their lower yards ; th'ey were moored head and stern across 
the harbour-mouth in the strongest possible manner, chained to the ground 
and each other, and on board each was from fifty to an hundred soldiers, 
each provided with three muskets, as in defending a breach threatened 
with assault. In addition to this the whole were immediately under ,the 
guns of the batteries on shore, and every eminence capable of bearing a 
cannon had been armed with a poweiTul array of artillery. Notwithstanding 
these formidable circumstances. Nelson commenced the attack at midnight 
in four divisions of boats. The second. division, under Captain Parker, first 
closed with the enemy; and in the most gallant style instantly endeavoured 
to board. But the strong netting baffled all their efforts, and as they were 
vainly endeavouring to cut their way through it, a discharge of musketry 
from the soldiers on board killed or wounded above half their number, 

(1) Oum. vii. 140, 14 i. Join. -xir. 380, 381. -Vnn. seventeen in the German Ocean nbserring llio Dutch 

Res; 1801,283. harbour:,.’’ — J amls, iii. Ap. No. 2, and Uusirs, 

(2) England at this period had fourteen ships of vii. 1 14. 

the line nmicr Admiral Cornwallis off Brest, and (3) .\iin. Reg, 1801, 200. Join, xlv. 385. 
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cheeniig on Iiis men Ihe darkness of ibc niglif, and ihc rapjJiiy of 
the (jdo,M\!uch prevented the other divisions from getting into action ai 
the same time asUptam Parker’S, tendered the aUacLabDnivc,DolvvUU- 
standing the most gallant cOons on the j>arl of the seamen and njannc> 
engaged in the service One of the commanders of the French division 
behaved like a generous enemy He iiailcd the boats as they approached, 
and called out m f nghsli, “ Let me advise jou, brave Enghsliroen, to keep 
off, jou can do nothing here, it js only shedding the blood of brav c men to 
attempt if ” ifter four hours galhiu but unequal combat, the as^adanu 
were obliged to retire, with the loss of i72 men killed and wounded, but 
Atfson declared that, If all the boats could have arrived at their destined 
points at tjic periods assigned to iheai, not all the chains in France could 
have prevented our men from bringing off the whole of the vcsscls/JJ ” 

A singular circumstance occurred at this lime, wlnrli demonstrates how 
little the clearest mlellcct can anticipate the uUiinale result of the discoveries 
which are destined to effect the greatest changes m human affairs At Iho 
time when all eyes in Europe were fixed ou the Channel, and the orators in 
the French trjhunatc were wisliingfor “a fair wind and Ibirtj six hours,” 
an unknown individual (2) presented himself to the first consul, aud said, 

** The sea which separates yon from your enemy gives him an immcmo 
advantage Aided aUcrnaiely by the winds and the tempests, he braves 
yon in his inaccessible isle This obstacle, his sole strength, I engage to 
01 creome 1 can, in spite of all Ut$ fleets, at any time, m a few hours, trans- 
port jour armies into his territory, without fcaruig the tempests, or having 
need of the winds Consider the means which f offer you The plan aud 
details accompanying it were received by bapolcon, and by bim remitted 
to a commission of the most learned men which France could produce, who 
reported that it was visionary and impracticable, and m consequettco it, at 
that lime, came to nothing (3) Such was the reception which steau >avi- 
GATiov received at the hands of philosophy, such is the first success of the 
greatest discovery of modern limes since the invention of printing, of one 
destined m its uUnnalc effects, to produce a revolution in the channels of 
commerce, alter the art of naval war, work out the overthrow of empires, 
change thefaccofthcworld Thcdiscovccy seemed made for fiic age , an J 
yet genius and philosophy rejected u at the very tune when it was most 
required, aud when w seemed calculated to carry into effect the vast 
projects which were already matured by vis great leader Uut the con- 
Imenial writers were m ciror when they suppose that this vast acquisi- 
tion ID nautical powerwonld, if jihad been full) developed at that imA 
have led to the subjugation of briVam, the buglish mantmie supcriorUj 
would have appeared as clearly in the new iiiclhoJ of earning o« navJi 
war as the old, Albion would have been encircled bj steam 
if the French boats, aided by such auxiliaries, could have braved Uio 

wind and the tide, Ibc English cruisers would have been ctjuallj 

in the Diamtenancc of their blockade, stoutest heart aud the I 

fhe mode ofearrymg on Ibecontcsl, aud ,jJ 

liccn brolcu through, the folnrc caniucrors o{ \.lloru 
no cause for JcsponUcucs , if tho uar came lo be comluclcd hy land torcM 
on their own shores 
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lUU these warlike demonstrations were a mere cover on l)Oth sides to the 
real intentions of the two Cabinets; and in the midst of the Iiostile Heels ami 
armies which covered the Clumnel and the coasts of France, couriers were 
incessantly passiiijr, carrxing desiiatches containin;^ the negotiations for a 
general [)cace. In truth, the war had now ceasetl to have any present or de- 
Ni-joiu- linitive object with both the powers by whom it was maintained, 

' ami they were driven to an accommodation from the experienced 

inijiossibility of limling any common element in which their hosti- 
K.ifi.n.i. lilies could be carried on. After the loss of all her colonies, the.ruiu 
of her commerce, and the disappearance of her tlag from the ocean, it was 
ns impossible for France to liml a method of annoying Great Ih itain, as it ^Yas 
for I'ngland to discover the means of reducing the continental power of her 
enemy, after the peace of Lnneville bad ’prostrated the last array of the mili- 
tary monarchies of Europe. F.ven if their mutual hostility were inextin- 
guishable, still both had need of breathing-time to prciiare for a renewal of 
the contest; the former that she might regain the commerce and colonies on 
which her naval strength depended, the latter that she might restore the 
tinances which the enormous expenses of the contest had seriously disorga- 
nized, 

jt. So early as the 21st .March, the Hritish Cabinet had signilicd to 
M. Otto, who still remained in London to superintend the arrangements for 
the exchange of prisoners, that they were disposed to renew’ the negotiations 
which had so often been opened wilbout success; and it was agreed between 
the two governments that, without any general suspension of arms, the basis 
of a treaty should be secretly adjusted.. -When the terms, however, came to 
be first proposed, there appeared to be an irreconcilable diflevence between 
them; nor was this surprising, for both had enjoyed a career of almost un- 
broken success upon their se{)arate elements, and each was called on to make 
sacriliccs for peace, which it was quite evident could not be exacted from 
them by force of arms if the contest was continned. Lord llawkcs- 
bury’s fust projiosals were, that the French should evacuate 
^‘"oyi’E Engli^i^ should retain .Alalta, Ceylon, Trinity, 

rduv.o. " and .Martinique, and evacuate all the other colonies which they 
had conquered iluring the war; acquisitions which, bow great soever, did 
not seem disproportionate to the vast continental additions received by 
France in the extension of her frontier to the Rhine, and the establishment 
of a girdle of afliliated republics round the parent state. Rut to these condi- 
tions the fust consul refused to accede. “The resolution of the first consul,” 
says the historian of his diplomacy, “ was soon taken. Framie could neither 
surrender any part of its ancient domains nor its recent acquisitions (1).” 

ju 1 ) 33. The views of Napoleon were developed in a note of M. Otto, on 
lhe2od July, after the dissolution of the northern confederacy bad relieved 
England of one of the grciUcst of her dangers, and disposed France to pro- 
ceed with more moderation in the negotiation ; and their defeat in Egypt had 
deprived lliem of all hopes of retaining that colony by force of arms, lie pro- 
posed that Egypt should be restored to the Porte; that the republic formed 
of the seven Ionian islands should be recognised; that the harbours of Italy 
should be restored to the Pope and the King of Najilcs ; port Mahon ceded to 
Spain, and Malta to the Knights of Jerusalem, w'ith the offer to raze its •‘''■rtifi- 
catioiis. In the East Indies, he offered to abandon Ceylon to Great Britain, 
upon condition that all the other colonial conquests of England in both he- 


(l) Jom,siv. 379, Big. ii. 08. 
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nu^plicrcs sliouM be icslorcj, in IliK cicni n^cej to respect the mic- 
gnl) of i’ortuitilfl) Lent Ihnlcsburj, in ansner, sus^slcj sonjoarraii^c- 
inuit lij Minch Jhita nnsht bo andctitl imlepenaeut of both partite and 
iiiMSIcii for the niuilion afaoineofthc British conquci.li, in ilioBcit ta- 
llies (S), The uesolnlioii, m cre iirolongcd for sci oral months, hut at Icii-tli 
the ihlhciillns Mere all idjii-ted, mil the iirchmiinncs of i general mice 
‘^igncil LonJoii oti tiic October (3J 

i I . ,M IJj tlii'C.uUcU>ail\\TsagrcLdUnthoshliiic»shouldimmcdialcly 

b'-t\>cc« llie contraclmg puUcs, that Crcit 
l.c■^ on Ibinm ''Uou!d rC'-lorciU coloiuat <.otit]ULstb lu every pari of the 
\vorhf> Cojloti III the l-a*l atul Tri)ii<ii(} lu (he Wcjt ItidiLs alone oaccptcil 
winch wcixcalcd in cuUic vovercigiuj to llni power, that Ujpl ^honlj 
he re^torcil to the rorte, Malta aiu! its dcpcnilcnnLs lo the order of St -John 
of Jcru^Ictn, the Cape of boot) Hope lo Ilolliud, hui optiioti alike to tlio 
(nde of both the contracting powers, the uitegnlj of Portugal ginnntecd, 
the Inrhmn-s of the Uonnn rtui Ncapolitnn states cv uualcd bv the 1 rcnch, 
and Porto I'crnio bj the niglidi fono, a coiupcnsaiion provnlcJ for the 
hou-ve of *\-ivmH 1 , and the republic of the Sevm Mand> rccogoUed bj the 
I rvwclv Re public. Ibe li'sUctvc'. of Ncwfovindhwd w ere rcciorcd to tbc «-ilvn- 
tumiu wlucli tlu.j had been before the war, ixsirving their Iiml arraiigcmciU 
to the dcrniitivc treat) (11 


Though the uc 5 otianon> Ind been long in dcpcmicurc, Ihcj had been 
kipl a profound secret from the people of both comilnc<, and Ibcir long 
lonlimnuce hid «ciMbl) weakened the hope of their being brought to a 
^alt'hctor) riMilt 1 iihci ftom accidciil or design, tins imjirc'*sion had been 
gmil) '•ifcn-ithcncd, ixcenth hefort (he Mgmliirc of iJie prcliinjjnrjts, and 
the M.r) di) before, (ho report ind gone abroad in London, tliat all hope of 
lU imicablc idju'tnunl was at an ejid,and that mlcrnninblo warwas bkelj 
atrain to brek out between the two nations in proportion to ihedopondtng 
feelings oei allotted U) tins mipa'«ion, were the Iran'porlsof jo) excited b) 
the appe nance of a I oiulon (.latcttc L\(raordinar\ on (lie 2d October, an- 
nouiieing the ^uuature cif the prelunmancson the preceding da). The 3 per 
cents viMainlv roso from lU to ()6> the tier* ccMi*yhc/r at Raris from ts to iw. 

LntvcrsaijON per> acted boUi capitals Thc-e feelings npult) «prcad 
ilirongli Itic whole Bnii'-b nation, a<5 llie irnval of the po-i an- 
nouuccd Uieiovful intclliscncc, and the* piiblie ^li-facliou was at 
Its liciaht, whcnoiitbclilboftbe'iamcinonlbUloncl Laurision 
acciNcd, bcariiu; the taliUeation of the ireatv h) the Irench Government 
>fevcrMiice the uctoralion of Charles II Ind^uch tran^poru^cued the public 
niiiul The populace iii'i'U d on draw mg the b rencheuv o\ s m their carnage, 
.aid Ihev were coiulvutcil b) this luiimltuarv arra) , followed b) a guard of 
liQiimir from the bon-ibold brigade, IbrougU I'arliamcul Street to Dowim'g 
bireet, where the ralilicalioiis were cxchanaed, and at lughl a gc icral illn- 
iiinnlion gave vent to the fceting^ of mmcrNal cxluhraliou iVr t ‘c 
juibbc jo\ inanifc'-tcd in a Ic«s emphatic maimer at ParK Ihrdlv bad tbo 
rannoii of the Tmlcries and the Inaalidcs aiuiounce'J the unexpected in- 
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lelligenoe, \Yhcu every one stoppeil in ihe streets anil congratnlatcd In's 
aeijnaintanoe on the news; the pnhiie tlockeii in cro^Y(ls to tlic theatres, whore 
it ^Yas ollieiaily announced, and in the evening the city was universally and 
splendidly illnininaled. 'I'hero sectned no hounds to the prosperity and glory 
of the lU![ud)lie, now that this auspicious event had removed the last and 
most inveterate of its enemies ( 1 }. 

iiii! H i. 15(11 while these were the natural feelings of the inconsiderate 
T'l who are ever governed hy present impressions, and were 

ii] .'uu).’ for the most part destitute of the information requisite to forma 
rational opinion on the suliject, there were many men gifted with greater 
sagacity and foresight in tJrcal Itritain, who dee[iiy lamented the conditions 
hy which peace had heen purchased, and from the very lirst proidiesied that 
it could he of no long endurance. They ohserved that the war had heen 
ahruptly terminated, without any one of Ihe ohjecis being gained for which 
it was undertaken; that it was entered into in order to enrh the andiition, 
and stop tiie democratic proiiagandism of France, and in an especial manner 
prevent the extension of its authority in llie l.ow Fonntries, wiiereas hy the 
result its power was immensely extended, its frontier advanced to tin; I’lliino, 
its inlliionce to llie .Niemen, and a military cliioflain placed at its l)ead, 
m-.T""’* wielding to the best advantage its vast resources. Tliat 

.•.hi.Mitiii supposing the destruction of some, and tlie Immilialion of other 
powers, Iiad nhsolveil Fngland from all her lii-s with the continental 
states, and loft her at fnll liberty to coustili only her own interest in any 
treaty which might he formed, still it seemed at best extremely ilouhlfnl 
whether the preliminaries which had heen signed were ealcnlated to accom- 
plish this object; that they coiUrihuted nothing towards the coercion of France 
on one element, while they gave that power the means of restoring its lleets, 
ami recruiting the sinews of war on another; ;nid that then the result neces- 
sarily would he, that Fngland would he compelled to renew the contest again, 
and that too at no distant jieriod, in order to maintain her existence, niui she 
would then liiid her enemy’s resources as much strengthened ns her own 
were weakened during its cessation ; that during the struggle we had deprived 
France, of all her colonies, blockadeil her harhonrs, mined her eommeree, 
and almost annihilated her navy, and therefore had nothing to fear from her 
maritime hostility; l)iit could this he allirmed, if, in pursuance of tins treaty, 
we restored almost all her colonial possessions, ami enabled her, hy a suc- 
cessful commerce, in a few years to revive her naval power?. If, lliereforc, 
the principle, so long maintained by Great Ih ilaiii, had any fonmialion, ami 
the hostility of revolutionary France was implacable, it was evident that she 
has every tiling to fear and nothing to hope from this pacification; and while 
England unlooses her own armour, and lays aside her sword, she will in 
truth place in the hands of her redoubtable adversary the weapons, and the 
only weapons, by which ere long she will he enabled to aim mortal strokes at 
herself. 

Arsuinc.iu The partisans of administration, and the advocates for peace 

Mippunoc Ihroiighoul the country, opposed to lliese arguments, considera- 

Aiiminu'i of another kind, perhapsstill more specious. Tlicy coiitemled 

11.11.0., . tpat the real question was noj, what were the views formed, or 
the hopes indulged, when we entered into the Avar, hut Avhat Avere the pro- 
spects Avhich could rationally he entertained, uoay that ayc had reached its 
tenth year? That Avilhout pretending to aflirm that the resources of Great 


(l) Duni, vii, 208. 203. Ann, Hog, 1801, 277, Join. .\iv. 39i, 395. 
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Brilain ^cr^> ^nm nnt or peace had becomca mailer of necessity, still il was 
impossible ■ ■ * . ' ■ ■ 

liosUhlies . • ■ , . 

reducing ihe niililaryponcrof Francchadbccoroe almost Hopeless; inailiius 
the question was, wbelher, after )l had become impossible, by the disasters 
of our allies, to atiain one object of the war, we should obsiinalely and sin- 
gle-handed maintain the contest, without any definite end to be gamed by 
j. itnt Ihoiisli the frontiers of France had been extended, and 

cxlingujsbed. That thus Ibc contest had ceased to be, as at lirsi, one ut ufe 
and death to England, and returned to the usual stale of warfare between 
regular governments, m which the cost of maintaining it wa» lobe balanced 
by the advantages to be gamed from its prosecution ; that w ithoul doubt the 
return of peace, and the restoration of her colonies would give France the 
means of increasing her naval resources, but it would probably do the same 
man equal or greater degree to Great Britain, and leave the maritime power 
of the two countries in the same relative situation as before, ibal it was im- 
possible to remain for ever at war, lest )our cnem) should repair the losses 
lie had sustained during the contest, and ihccnormous expenses with vvliieh 
the struggle was attended would, if much longer continued, involve the 
finances of the country in inextricable embarrassment; that it was surely 
■worth while trjing, now that a regular govcnnncnl was established m the 
Republic, whelhent was not possible to remain witbsoncara ncighbouron 
terms ofamily; audit would be time enough to lake up arms again, if tlie 
conduct of the first consul demonstrated that he was not sincere in his pro- 
fessions, and that a renewal of the contest would be less pcriJousihan a con- 
tinuance of peace (i) 

The lerntifiation of hosiilitic:. between France and England speedily drew 
after it the accommodation of the differences of the minor powers engaged in 
the war. >o sooner were the prcliminancs signed with Great Britain, than 
^apolton used Ins utmost efforts to conclude a treaty on the most fav ourabtc 
tcrmswilh (he Ottoman I’ortc. On tins occasion tlic lincssc of European diplo- 
macy prevailed over (he plain scii>c and upriglitdcahug of the U^manlis. 
Thenews of thesurrender of Mexandna readied Pans on the 7th October, 
sixdajs after the prehmmanes had been signed with England; instantly the 
Turkish ambassador, Essejd Vh Effcndi, who had long been in a sort of con- 
lincment, was scut for, and before be was aware of tiie important 
which had been gamed b> his countrymen, persuaded to 
agree to a treat), which was signed two days afterwards. In tins 
ncgolialioii, the 1 rcnch diplomatists made great use of their alleged 
•BdAoKriu. niodcraliou m agreeing to the rcsloralioti of Egypt, which they 
knew was already lost, and so workid upon the ftars of the ambassador by 
llireals of a descent from \ncuiia and Otranto, that he agreed to give to the 
Rt publican comnicrce in the Levant the same adv antages w Inch the most fa- 
voured nations enjoyed, and, at the same time, the llcpubhc of llic Seven 
Ionian hlaiids was recognised. Thus, by the arts of M. Talleyrand, were tho 
frciicli, who, in defiance of ancient treaties, had done all in (heir power to 
wrest Lgv pi from tlic Turks, placed on the same footing with the tnglidi, by 
whose blood and treasure it bad been rescued from (hcirgra^p (J). 

V Jom i.r 3>) Vus. n<{ Ugi, 3)d. 

^L.lc fjjmn 
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Aug. 7U In the end of August, a definitive treaty Avas concluded betAveen 
France and Bavaria, by Avbicb the latter poAver renounced in favour of the 
former all their territories and pobessions on the left bank of the Rhine, and 
received, on the other hand, a guarantee for its dominions on the right 
bank (J). The preliminaries, signed at Morfontaine on September 50, 1800, 
betAveen France and America, Avere i-atified by a definitive treaty which some- 
Avhat abridged the commercial advantages stipulated in favour of the Re- 
sept. 9 . , public, although it placed the French on the footing of the most 
favoured nations (2)., But notAvithstandingall his exertions, the first consul 
Avas obliged to forego the peculiar advantages which, in the treaty of 1778, 
the gratitude of the Americans to Louis XVI had granted to the subjects of 
France. Finally, a treaty of peace AA’as, on October 8th, concluded betAveen 
France and Russia, and on December 17lh, betAveen the same poAver and the 
Dey of Algiers (5). 

' The preliminary articles of peace underwent a protracted discussion in 
both Houses of Parliament, immediately after the opening of the session in 
November 1801. The eyes of all the world Avere fixed on the only assembly 
in existence, Avhere the merits of so important a Ireoity, and the mighty inte- 
rests it involved, could receive a free discussion. 

Dciiatrs iu It Avas urgcd by Lord Grenville, Mr. AVindham, and the Avar parly 

o.Tti.c"'"' in.both houses, “ By the result of this treaty we are in truth a con- 

pcacf. quered people. Bonaparte is as much our master as he is of Spain 
or Pru.ssia, or any of those countries Avhich, though nominally independent, 
are really subjected to his control. Are our resources exhausted? Is the dan- 
ger imminent, that such degrading terms are acceded to? On the contrary, 
our Avealth is unbounded, our fleets are omnipotent, and Ave have, recently 
humbled the veterans of Franqe, even on their own element ! AVe noAv make 
peace, it seems, because we foresee a time at no distant period, when Ave shall 
be obliged to do so.; Ave capitulate, like General M,enou, Avhen Ave have still 
ArgiKiiriits some ammunition left. The first question for every independent 

tigainst the ^ m » r i ^ 

peace. - power mlienUog a glorious uaiue lo ask itself is, ‘ Is the part I am 
to act consonant to the high reputation 1 have borne in thevAmrld?’ Judging 
by this standard, Avhat shall Ave say of the present treaty ? France gives up 
nothing, for Egypt, at the time of its conclusion, w^as not hers .to give. Eng- 
land, with the exception of Trinidad and Ceylon, gives up every thing. By 


S Stale Papers. Ann. Ucg. 1801, 297. 

Jom. xiv. 399. 

(3) Ann. Reg 1801. Stale P.ipnrs, 291, 300. 

Important public articic.s of this treatyN 

treaty be- merely rc-cslnblishpcl ibe relations of 
tween the two empires^ ou the footing on 
France and avhich, ihey stood prior to the coni- 
Uussia. iiicmdneot of hostilities; but they 
contained also several secret articles, which ulti- 
uiatcly becamcofthc grealcsl importance in the com- 
plicated system of European diplomacy. The first 
article related lo the division of the indemnities 
piovided by the treaty of Lunevilic for the princes 
tlispnsscsscd on ihe left bank, of the Rhine. The 
two cabinets bound llicinsclvcs ** to fonn a perfect 
concert, lo lead iho parties interested to adopt 
their principles, which are to preserve a jast 
Cfjuililu'iuni luTwccn the houses of Austria and 
IVussia.*' ThescconU article provided, that the high 
coutracling partiesshould come to an uhder.slanding 
lo tcrminalc on amicable terms the affairs of Jlaly 
and of the Holy See. 'Ihe sixth article provides, 
“ The first consul and the Emperor of Russia tliall 
act in concert in relation to Ihe King of Sardinia, 
and with all llio reg^ard possible to tlic actual stale 


of affairs.** The ninth arliclc guaranteed the indeJ- 
pendence of the republic of the Seven Islands; “ and 
it Is specially provided, that those isles shall contain 
no foreign troops.** Finally, the eleventh article, 
the most important of the whole, declares : — As 
soon as possible after the signature of the present 
treaty’, and these secret articles, the two coutraeting 
parlie.s shall enfer upon the consideration of the es- 
tablishment of a general jicacc, upon the following 
basis : * To restore a jusl equilibrium in iho dtjfcreiH 
parts of the world, and lo ensure the (ibertp of the seas, 
binding themselves lo act in concert for the attain- 
incut of lhe.se ubjccts by all measures, whether of 
concilia! io'n or vigour, mutually agreed on between 
them, for the good ofliumanity, the general repose, 
and the independenep of governments ' ** So early 
had these great pntcni.ites taken upon ihcinseh’es to 
act as the arbiters of the whole affairs of the civi- 
lized world ! Tliesc secret ai tides were in ibe end 
tbecausc ofali the dif erenccs w hich cir^ucd between 
those powers, and brought the French lo Moscow 
and the Russians lo Paris. So often .docs overween- 
ing ambition oulvaull itself, and fall ou the other 
.side,— See Riga ox, ii. 00, 03* 
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the result of the treaty, Franco possesses m Europe all the continent, ex- 
cepting Austria anil Prussia , in Asia, Pondichcrrj , Cochin, Aegapatam, and 
the Spice Islands , m Vfnea, the Cape of Good Hope, Goree, and Senegal , in 
the Mediterranean, ererj fortihcd port, excepting Gibraltar, so lint that in- 
land sea may uo\\ bo truly called a French lake, m tlieA\cst Indies, part 
at least of St -Domingo, Martinique, lobago, SI -Lucie, Cuadaloupe, Curaroa, 
m horlli America, St -Pierre and Migucloa, Louisiana, in virtue of a «ccrcl 
treaty with Spam, m South Vmerica, Surinam, Demerara, Bcrlnce, Lssc- 
quibo, and Guiana, as far as the ri\er of the \nnzons Such is the poi\er 
vshicli u c are required to contemplate nitliout dismay, and under the shadon 
of wliose greatness VNC arc invited to lie down with perfect tranquillity and 
composure What would the Mariborouglis, the GoJo)p]ijn«, the Somers, or 
such weak and deluded men, as viewed with jealousy the power of Louis MV, 
have said to a peace which not only confirms to France tlic posse «ion nearly 
of the whole of Europe, hut extends her empire over cverj other part of the 
globe ? 

“ Out it IS said that 1- ranee and the hrsl consul w ill slop short in the career 
of ambition , that they will he satisfied with tlic successes tlic} have gamed, 
and that the progress of (lie Ucvolulion vvill stop at the clcv'ation it hv al- 
ready altamcd Is such the nature of ambiiiun / Is il the nature of 1- rcnch 
rcvotulionar) ambition? Docs itcommont) happen that cither communities 
or single men arc cured of the passion for aggrandisement bj unlimited suc- 
cess? 0(1 (he contrary, if no exanmic (he trench Devolution, and (race it 
correct!) toils causes, wc shall tmd that the scheme of umver'dl empire wa«, 
from the beginning, w hat was looked forward to as the consummation of its 
labours, the end first in view, (hough the la»t to be accomplished, Ihcpn- 
ninni mobile that originally set it in motion, and has since guided and go- 
verned all (licir movemenb The authors of the Revolution wished, m the 
first instance, to destroy morahiy and religion, but they wished these things, 
not as ends, hut as means m a higher design Tiic> w ivhcd for a double em- 
pire, in cmpircof opinion, and an empire of political jiowcr, and llic) used 
the one of these as tlic means of cfTccting the other W hen there is but one 
counlr) mlcrvcDcs between trance and uuivcrsal dominion, is it to be suji- 
posed tint site will stop of her own accord, and quietl) surrender ill the 
fruits of her onbrb, when ihcj are jiisl wiihm her grasp ’ 

*‘Diit (he peace IS founded, it would appear, on another hope, on (he idea 
that Ronapaitc, now that he has become a sovereign, will no longer be a 
supporter of rcvoluljonar) schemes, but do his utmost to mamlim the rank 
and authority v>liicU he has so rccciitl) acquired but although iiollimg seems 
more certain than that, m (hat quarter at least, tlic democratic mama is for 
the prc‘icnt compicitl) cxtiiioUishcd, )ct it by no means follows from that 
circumstance that it does not exist, and that loo in a most dangerous form, in 
other Slates in close alliance with the present ruler of franco Though (he* 
head of an absolute monarch) in (hat kingdom, he is adored as tlic essence of 
Jacobinism in tins coimlr) , and maintains a part) liere, oiif) the more dan- 
gerous dial lb members arc wilting to sacrilicc to him not only the iiuIl- 
pemfenee of (heir coiitKrv, hot (he whole coti<is(cutj of (heir previous opi- 
nions If an) doubt could exist in any rcaMJiiablc mind dial die grand ubjicl 
of the first consul, as of all jircceding „oicninHnti lu franre, ha> Ittii ihc 
d(.slruclioii of dlls eouniry, it would bo removed bv tin. eimluet which 
has hocji purvued, and the objects that have been iii'islcd fur ui this ver> 
triatv Whut can be the object of demanding so nuiiv setdcmiiib in boudt 
\mcriea and the West Indies, thcCaiic, andtuchm-Cluuj, and Malfa, sore- 
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centlywon by our anus, if not of building upa iiiaritiino aiulcolonial power, 
which may iii lime come to rival (hat of this couiitry? It does not augur 
very favourably of the iiilculious of a party iu any transaction, tlial bis con- 
duct tbrougiunU has been inarlual by the clearest proofs of duplicity and 
fraud. Now, wbal shall we think of ilio candour and fairness wiiicb, in a 
treaty with us, proposes the evacuation of Kgypt at the very time wlien they 
knew, though we did not, that at that moment all their soldiers in Kgypt 
were prisoners of war? ^Vhere was their good faith to the Turks, when iu tho 
same circumstances they, knowing the fact and the Turks not, took credit 
from them for this very evacuation? What is this btit ensuring the lottery- 
ticket at liie moment when they know it to he drawn? 

“ Wlial, it is said, arc we to ilo? War cannot he eternal, and what prospect 
have we of reacliiiig a period whcjj it may he lenninalcd under circum- 
stances upon the whole mure favourable? The extent to winch this delusion 
has spread, may truly he said to have been the ruin of the country. Tho 
supporters of this o|iinion never seem to have apprehended the important 
truth, that if France is hoiil upon onr dcstrnclion, there must he perpetual 
W‘ar till one or other is destroyed. This was the cumluct of the itomans, 
who ro.soIvcd that Carthage should he destroyed, because they were sensible 
that if that was not done, it would speedily he their own fate. If we are to 
come at last only to an armed truce, would it not have been better to have 
suspended the war at once in that way, that taken the roiimiahoul course 
which has now hceii adopted? The evils of war are indeed many; hut what 
are they compared to tliose of the armed, suspicions, jealous, jjoacc which 
we have formed? Against all its own dangius war provided; the existence 
of our llcets upon llie ocean, shut nj) at once all those attempts which arc 
now let loose upon our posscasions in cvcryTiuarler of the globe. In peace, 
not the least part of our danger will arise from the irreligious principles 
and licentious manners which will he let loose upon our people, and spread 
with fatal rapidity, from the prolligacy of the neighhouritig capital. French 
Jacobinism will soon break through stronger Inilwarks tlian the walls of. Malta. 
The people of this country have enjoyed, iu such an extraordinary degree, all 
the blessings of life during the war, public prosi>crity has increased so rapidly 
during its continuance, that they have never been able to comi)rchond the 
dangers which they were engaged iu combating. If they had, we never should 
have heard, except among the ignorant and disalfccled, of Joy and exultation 
through the land, at a peace such as the prescnl. When a great military 
inonarcli was at the lowest ebb of his fortunes, and had sustained a defeat 
which seemed to cxtinguisli all his remaining hopes, wc wrote from the 
field of battle:' ‘We have lost all except our honour.’ W‘ould to tlod that 
the same consolation, in cireumslauocs likely to become in time not less 
disastrous, remaiued to Great Britain! . 

“ France, it is true, has made great acquisitions; she has made the Rhine 
the boundary of her cnqnre; hut on our side we have gained successes no 
less brilliant and striking; wc had multiplied our colonics, and our navy 
rode triumphant. Wc hud rescued Egypt, wc had captured Malta and 
Minorca, and the Mediterranean was shut up from the ships of France and 
Spain. In the East Indies vve had possessed ourselves of every thing except 
Batavia, which we should have taken, if it had been worth the cost of an' 
expedition. We had made ourselves masters of the Cape, an important and 
necessary step towards Eastern dominion. In the West Indies, we had 
every thing desirable, Martinique, Ti'inidad, Sl.-Liicic, and Guadelonne; 
while on the coutinenl of South America Ave had -i c 
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im^lcr tlic name of Suimain and Demcrara, almost crjual lo tlio European 
po'vcr lo nhom we lia>e now restored it Ilut what Inic we done with 
these untiicnse acquisitions, fir exceeding in present magnitude, aud ultimate 
importance, all the conquests of trance on the coiitincnl of Europe? llaic 
we retained Ihcni as pledges to compel the restoration of llie balance of 
European power, or, if that was impossible, as counterpoises in our hands 
to the acquisitions of France? ^o' we have surrendered them all at one fell 
swoop lo our implacable enemy, who has thus made as great strides towards 
inanlimc supremaej in one single treaty as he had cITeclcd toward conli- 
ncnlal dominion in nine successful campaigns ( ” 

' j”" To these powerful and energetic arguments it was replied by 
"o** "hold llawkcsbury and Mr \ddington, who on this occasion found 
I an unexpected but powerful allj in Mr Pm, “That after iho 
conclusion of peace hclwccu trance and the great continental powers, 
after the dissolution of the confederacy of the European monarchies, a con" 
fcdcracy which Goicrnmciic had most justly supported to (be utmost of 
their power, the question of peace hecamc merely one of time, and of the 
terms lo he obtained for ourselves \\ith regard to the terms which were 
obtained, they were perhaps not so favourable as could have been wished, 
but they were decidedly preferable to a continuance of the contest, after 
the great objects for which u was undertaken were no longer attainable, 
*uul the ditlbrcucc between (be terms we had obtained, aud those of re- 
taining all we had guen up, would not have justified us m protracting the 
war Minorca was a matter of htilc importance, for experience has ]>ro\cd 
that it uniformly fell to the power which possessed ilic preponderating 
naval force in the Mediterranean, and although it wa» certainly a mailer 
of regret that we could not have retained so important an ac/piisition as 
M lUa, yet, if we could not do this, no better arrangement could have been 
made as to its future destination, than had been made in the present treaty 
Ccylun, in ibc Last, aud Trinidad in llic ^^csl Indies, arc both acquisiuoits 
of great value, and although it would be ridiculous to assert that they 
ilfordcdany compcnsalioii for the expense of the war, yet, if, by the force 
of external cviiils, ovfir winch vve had no control, the chief ubjiLts of the 
struggle have been frustrated, it becomes a fit subject of congratulation, that 
we have obtained acquisitions aud honourable terms for ourselves at the 
termination of a contest, which to all our allies had been deeply checkered by 
disaster 

“The great object of the war on the part of Great Drilain was sccarihj, 
defence of ourselves and our allies in a war waged against most of the 
nations of I iiropc, and ourselves m particular, with especial malignity 
In order to obtain tins, we certainly did look for the subversion of the 
government which vvas founded on revolutionary princijitcs, but we never 
insisted IS a ^biegim/ionon the restoration of the old govcriiiiicntofl ranee, 
we only said, at ditftrent dines, when tcriiis of acoonimodadon were pro- 
posed, there v«as no govcnuixiit with winch we could treat ll duuhtk»s 
would have been more consistent with the wishes of Ministers and the 
mtcrc>l and security of this iunniry,ifsuch x rcstoraiiun could have taken 
jdact, and it imisl ever ho a subject of regret that cirorls corrcsjmnding lo 
our uw ii w ire not uia Ic hv the other j uvvir» of I urupc f ir the acroiiiiihsli- 
incut of that nriat work, but in no one iiiMancc did we ever iii'‘t3l upon 
rest! ring ihcmotiarkhy There werejenods during the cuntuiuaiiLLufllK. 
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war in Avliicli we had hopes of being able to put together the scattered 
fragments of that great and venerable edifice; to have restored the exiled 
nobility of France; to have re-established a government, certainly not free 
from defects, hut built upon regular foundations instead of that mad system 
of innovation which threatened, and had nearly effected, the destruction 
of Europe. This, it was true, had been found not attainable, but we had 
the satisfaction of knowing that we had survived the revolutionary fever, 
and we had seen the extent of its principles abated. We had seen Jaco- 
binism deprived of its fascination; we had seen it stript of the name and 
pretext of liberty ; it had shown itself to be capable of destroying only, 
but not of building, and that it must necessarily end in military despotism. 

“ But being disappointed in our hopes of being able to drive France within 
her ancient limits, and to make barriers against her future incursions, it 
became then necessary with the change of circumstances to change our 
plans; for no error could be more fatal than to look only at one object, and 
obstinately pursue it, when the hope of accomplishing it no longer remained. 

If it became impossible for us to obtain the full object of our wishes, wisdom 
and policy both required that we should endeavour to. obtain that which was 
next best. In these propositions there was no inconsistency, either in the 
former conduct or language of Ministers, in refusing to treat with the person 
who now holds the destiny of Fi’ance; for it was even then announced, that 
if events should take the turn they have since done, peace would no longer 
be objectionable. 

“ Much exaggeration prevails as to the real amount of the additional 
strength which France has acquired during the war. If, on the one hand, 
her territorial acquisitions are immense, it must be recollected, on the other, 
what she has lost in population, commerce, capital, and industry.' The 
desolation produced by convulsions such as France has undergone, cannot be 
repaired even by large acquisitions of territory. When, on the other hand, 
we contemplate the immense wealth of this country, and the natural and 
legitimate growth of that wealth, so much superior to the produce of rapacity 
and plunder, it is impossible not to entertain the hope, founded in justice 
and nature, of its solidity. When to these we add the great increase of our 
' maritime power, the additional naval triumphs we have obtained, the brilliant 
victories of our armies, gained over the flower of the troops of France, wc 
have the satisfaction of thinking, that if we have failed in some of our wishes, 
we have succeeded in the main object, of adding strength to our security, 
and at the same time shed additional lustre over our national character. Nor 
are our colonial acquisitions to be overlooked in estimating the consolidation 
of our resources. The destruction of Ihe'power of.Tipp'oo Saib in India, who 
has fallen a victim to his attachment to France and his p.erfidy to us, cannot 
be viewed but as an important achievement. The union with Ireland, effected 
at a period of uncommon gloom and despondency, must be regarded as 
adding more to the power and strength of the British Empireahan all the 
conquests of France have effected for that country. If any additional proof 
• were required of the increase of national strength to England, it would he 
found in the unparalleled efforts which she made in tlie last year of the war, 
contending at once against a powerful maritime confederacy in the north, and 
triumphing over the French on the sands of Egypt; while at the same lime 
the harbours of Europe were so strictly blockaded, that not a frigate even ^ 
could venture out to sea but under the cover of mist or darkness. Finally, we 
have seen that proud array of ships, got together for the invasion of this 
country, driven for shelter under iheir oAvn katlerie-, and only preser^ed 
IV. 
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from dcslruclion by the chains and nets ihroii u over them at their harbour 
mouths. 

“After nme years of ceaseless cOustoa of blood; after contracUngan in- 
crease of debt to the amount of above two hundred millions; after iho 
indefatigable and uninterrupted exertions of this country, and, it may be 
added, after its splendid an unexampled achicrcmcnts, there is no one n ho 
can deny that peace is eminently desirable, if il can bcpurcha»cd»iihouilIic 
sacrifice of honour. This country never volunteered intoa war wiUi France; 
she was drawn into it against her will by the intrigues of the Ilcpubhcans m 
her own bosom, and the disafrcclion, sedition, anarchy, and revolt which 
tlicy propagated without intcrinjssiOQ m all the adjoining stales; but that 
danger has now totally ceased , the rev olutionary fen our of France is coerced 
by a military clucftam far more adequate to the task than the ctilcd race of 
inonarchs would have been, and the only pen! that now exists is that arising 
from her tvwhvaty pwwcT. ftwt if wm \o bt cowtiwiicvi ViU adequate sctwrity 
against that danger is obiamcd, when will jl irrmmatc? Where ore the ele- 
ments to he found of a new coalition against France; and how can Great 
ftritaiD, burdened as she is with colonial possessions m every part of tlio 
world, descend single-handed into the conimcntal arena with her first-rate 
antagonist? 

“ Peace can now , for the ll^^t time since the eommcnccmcnt of the war, he 
obtained w about compromising the interests of any existing ally of Liiglaud. 
Austria, Sardinia, Russia, Prussia, Spam, Holland, the original parlies to the 
alliance, lu • • ' ’ . 

quested to 
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were bound to have done either in honour or honesty. In this respect the 
stlpulationsinfavourofAaplcs,vvhoiiadi)olon]y excluded our shippmgfrom 
her harbours, but joined m an alliance again-t us, were tiigliiy honourable to 
the llnlisU character The hke might be said of the stipulations m fav our of 
Portugal; while tlic Oltomaii Porte, the only one of our allies who remained 
iighliug by our side at the cauclu»ioii of the conlcsl, ha> obtained complete 
rcslilution Tlic seven i-lands of flic .Vdrialic, origmally ceded by Franco to 
Auilna, and again lrau»fcrrcd by AuMna lo France, might, from ihcirsilua- 
lion, have been highly dangerous tii the hands of llic latter power lo the 
Turkish domiiuons, and tlicrcforc they have been creeled into a separate 
republic, the mdepcndcncc of which U guaranteed. W'c have even doiio 
something in favour of (he House of Orange and the King of Sardinia, 
although, from having left the confederacy , they had abandoned cv cry claim 
excepting on our gcucroMty Vndihushavmgfaithfully (icrformedourdulics 
to all our remaining allies, and obtained terms, which, to viy the least of 
them, tooknollimg from the security of this country, was it expedient to 
continue the contest fur the sakcofyiovvcrs who had abandoned our alliance, 
and themselves given up as hopeless the objects we had originally entertained, 
and in which they were more immediately intcrcslctl than ourselves? Com- 
pare this ])cace with any of those recorded in the former history of the two 
nations, and il will well Kar a roii)|ian$on. Ry tlic treaty of Ryswick and 
.Vix-la-Chapcllc we gamed nothing; b\ thatoffcrsaillcswelost considerably: 
It was only by tlicjicaccof LtrccUt in 1713, and iliat of Pans m ITUT, tlutvvu 
nude any anjuuKioos; but tf we cooipanitbc present treaty with either of 
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these, it will be found that it is by no means inferior either in point of ad- 
vantage or the promise of durability. Jlinorca and Gibraltar, obtained by the 
former, and Canada and Florida, by the latter, will not bear a comparison 
with Ceylon, the Mysore, and Trinidad, the glorious trophies of the present 
contest (1 

In the Commons no division took place on the preliminaries. In the Lords 
the house divided, il4 to 10, in favour of the Ministers; but in the minority 
were' found the uatnes of Earls Spenser, Grenville, and Caernarvon (2). 

The definitive treaty of peace was signed at Amiens, on the 27th March, 1802. 
Its conditions varied in no material circumstance from the preliminaries 
agreed to at London nine months before. The fisheries in Newfoundland 
were replaced in the condition in which .they were before the war. (3) ; an 
“ adequate compensation ” was stipulated for the House of Orange (4j, and it 
was agreed that Malta should be placed in a state of entire independence of 
both powers; that there should be neither English nor French langues, or 
Dofinitivc branches of the order; that a Maltese langue shall be established, 
*d 0'^ Sicily invited to furnish a force of 2000 men to form 

Amiens. a garrisoii to the fortresses of the island and its dependencies, 
along with the Grand Master and Order of St.-John; and that “ the forces of 
his Britannic Majesty shall evacuate the island and its dependencies within 
three months after the exchange of the ratifications, or sooner if it can be 
done.” The cession of Ceylon and Trinidad to Great Britain, and the restora- 
tion of all the other conquered colonies to France and Holland, the integrity 
of the Ottoman dominions, and the recognition of the republic of Ibe Seven 
Islands, were provided for as in the preliminary, articles (5). 

A long debate ensued in both Houses on the definitive treaty, in which the 
topics already adverted to were enlarged on at great length. Government 
were supported by a majority of 276 to 20 in the Lower, and 122 to 16 in the 
Upper House (6). 

Rpn^ettons Such was the termination of the first period of the war, and such 
pcaU! the terms on which Great Britain obtained a temporary respite from 
. prarf t.?' its pcrils^aud expenses. On calmly reviewing tlie arguments urged 

Ixpedif™. both in the legislature and in the country 'on this great question, 
it is impo.ssible to resist the conclusion, that the advocates of peace were well 
founded in the views they entertained of the interests of the country at that 
period. Even admitting all that Mr. Wyndham and Lord Grenville so strong- 
ly advanced as to the magnitude of the sacrifices made-by Great Britain, and 
the danger to which she was exposed from the territorial acquisitions and in- 
satiable ambition of France 'to be well founded, still the question remained, 
was it not incumbent on a prudeiit government to make at least the trial of a 
pacification, and relieve the country for a time even from the burdens and 
, anxiety of a war, on the faith pf a treaty solemnly acceded to by its new 
ruler. The government of the first consul, compared to any of the revolu- 
tionary ones which had preceded it,. Svas stable and regular; and the revolu- 
tionary fervour, the continuance of which had so long rendered any safe paci- 
fication out of the question, had exhausted itself, -and given place to a general 
and anxious disposition to submit to the ruling authority. The dissolution of 
the last coalition had rendered hopeless, at least fox; a very long period, the 
reduction of the military power of France; and the maritime snperiority of 

(1) Parl.HUt. xxxA’i, 36, 38. (5) See tlie treaty in Pari. Hist, xxxvi, 559. 

(2) Ibid. 191. Ann. Keg- 1802. State papers, 62. 

t3) Art. 15. (6) Pari. Hist, xx.xyi, 733, 827. 

(U Art. 18. ■ ■ . . ' 
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EnglaiiiJ v,as so decided, as to render an\ danger to her owi independence a 
distant and problematical contingency In these circumstances, il seems in- 
disputable that It >\as thedutyofGo\cniment, ifilcouldbe donoMthout 
dishonour, to bring to aconclusiona contest of which the burdens were cer- 
tain and immediate, and the advantages remote, if not illusorj , and put the 
sincerity of the first consul’s professions of moderation to such a lest as might 
rehcrc them of all responsibility , m the event of their being obliged, at a sub* 
sequent period, to renew the contest. Tbcfact of this hav ing ultimately been 
found to be the case, and of the peace of Amiens having turned out only an 
armed truce, is no inpeachment whatever of the justice of these views; it, 
on the contrary, affords the strongest corroboration of them, for England lost 
none of her means of defence during the intermission of hostilities, and she 
avoided tlic heavy responsibility which otherwise would have lain upon her 
to the latest generation, of having obstinately continued the war, when peace 
was within her pow cr, and compelled Napoleon, although olherw isc iuclincd, 
to continue a coulcst which ultimately brought such unparalleled calamities 
outhc civilized world Nor could the terms of the treaty be impugned as dis- 
graceful, with any degree of justice towards Great Britain, when she terrain- 
atcdastrifc, which had proved so disastrous to the greatest conimcolal stales, 
with her consiituUon untouched, and without the cession of a single aero 
which belonged to her at its commencement; while trance, accustomed IQ 
such larged acquisitions at every pacification, was compelled to surrender 
territories bclougiug to herself, or her allies, larger than the whole realm of 
England, and even, m their existing slate, of hrsl-ralc importance. 

•.I : !• 
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increase licr resources at the very time when those of all the other 
belligerent powers were wasting away umlcrlbcmnucnccof apro- 
r>iwr traded and desolating contest. The increase of the w calth, popula- 
tion, commerce, and industry of ihoc islands, wasunprcccdentcd during its 
whole continuance, and was so great as fully to justify Sir. lhti’» observation, 
that It left the relative strength of the two powers nearly the same at its ter- 
mination as at Its commencement (Ij. Great os the increase of the French 
army was, that of the British had been still greater, and but for the immense 
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surface which she had to defend, and the vast colonial possessions to protect, 
England might have descended with confidence into the continental arena, 
and measured her strength, single-handed, with the conqueror of Europe (1), 
General re- During the War the British navy increased a half, while the French 
■thesede- declined to a half. The British army was more than doubled, and 
the French increased in nearly the same proportion. The French 
revenue, notwithstanding all its territorial acquisitions, was diminished, 
while the perrnanent income of England was nearly doubled; the French 
debt, by the destruction of a large proportion of its proprietors, was dimi- 
nished, while that of England was doubled ; the French exports and imports 
were almost annihilated, while the British exports were doubled, and the 
imports had increased more than fifty percent; the French commercial ship- 
ping was almost destroyed, while that of England had increased nearly a 
third (2). 


77.000 provincial troops; in 1 801, they amounted 
to 350,000 regular soldiers, exclusive of tlie na- 
tional guards, f Oum. vi. 70, 71.] 

(1) General Mathieu Dumas estimates the regular 
force of France, after the peace of Luiicville, at 

277.000 men, exclusive of the coast guards, the 
gendarmerie, the depots of the corps, and the na- 
tional guard, on active service. It is a most mode- 
rate computation to take them at 73.000 more 

In 1805 the military establishment of France 
consisted of the following forces : — 


Inf.intry of ihe line, . 
Light infantry, . . , 

Infantry, . . , 
Light cavalry,' , . 

Heavy cavalry, . . . 

Cavalry, . . , 


. . . , 341,000’ 

. . . . • 100,000 

. . . "441,000" 

. . • . 60,500 

. . , . 17,000 

. . i ' 77,500- 


Foot and horse artillery, pontoneers 

engineers, etc." 53,500 

Imperial guard, . 8,500 

Gendarmerie, . 15,600 

This would amount to a total of — 

• Infantry, , . - 4'41,000 

Cavalry, • 77,500 

Artillery and Engineers, , . 53,500 

Imperial Guard, 8,500 

Gendarmerie, 1 . , . ' . . 15,600 


Total, . , . , , 596,100 men. 
See Duaxs, vi. 70-71 ; and I'suchet, Statisii'que de 
■ fa France, 576.580. 


Compara« 
live in- 
crease in 
revenue of 
Franco and 
England 
during tlic 


(2) The regular revenue of France in 
1789 (for no approximation even to a 
correct csiiraatecaii.be formed of its 
amount during the period of contlscj- 
tion and assignats ) had reached 
469,000,000 francs, or L.l8,800,000; 
[Lac, vi. no. Etat ilc la Delie Tu- 


])lique» 3. Young, i. 577.] while that.of England 
amounted to L.16,382,000. At the termination of 
the war» the revenue of France was 450,000,000 fr.. 
or L.18, 000,000, and its total expenuiturts 
560.000,000 francs, or L.22,400.000 ; while tho 
permanent revenue of England at the same period 
amounted to L.28, 000, 000 exclusive of L 8,000,000 
war.taxes, ami its lot.il expenditure toL 61,617,000. 
[Ann. Reg. 1793, 250. Moreau and Pebrer's Tables. 
Pcb. 154. IVign ii 130, 131.] (*) ^ . 

The public debt of I'rancc, wliich, at the com- 
mencemer.lof the Revolution, was‘5, 587,000.000 fr., 
or 1. 219,000.000, and occasioned an annual charge 
of 1159,000,000 francs, dr L. 10, 150.000, was still 
very considerable, amounting to 1,380,000,000 fr, 
or L.55,000,000, and occasioning an anmial charge 
of 69,000,000 francs, or L.2,800,000, al the termi- 
nation of the war, qotwitbslanding the extinction of 
two thirds ofits amountduringits continuance, and 
the unexampled measures of spoliation by which its 
expenses had been defrayed.. [ Etat de la Dette Pub. 
8,9, Gaeia.i 199. Peuehet, 500. Young, ii. 578.] 
Public debts, The public debt of England, in 1792, 
exports and ' was L.244,440,000, niid occasioned a.n 
imports of tlic annual charge, inciudtiig ilie sinking- 
two countries. filmic of L.9, 317.000; while, at tho 
termination of the war in 1801, it. bad risen to 
L.484, 465.000, funded and unfunded, of which 
1^.447, 000,000 was funded, and L. 37,318, 000 un- 
funded. The annual charge of this immeube burden 
bad swelled to L.21,6Gl,000, of which L, 3, 653, 000 
was for tUe debt existing before 1792, L. 13,025,000 
for that created since that period, and L.4, 649,000 
for the sinking fund, [Moreau's tables. Peb. 154, 
246.] (“) 

The imports of France in 1787, amounted to 

349,725,000 francs, or about L. 14,000,000 *, the ex- 
ports to 310,000,000 francs, or L.12,500,000. 
[Young's Tr.ivels, ii. 501.] At the same period tho 
exports of British manufactures were L.l4,700,000, 
and of foreign merchandise L. 5, 460,000, aud lho 
imports L, 18,680,000. [Mr, Addington's finance re- 


(*) M. Nccker, in 1788, estimated the total revenue of 
Old Fr.'race at 585, 000,000 francs; whereas, In i8ox, not- 
withstanding the great addition to its territory which, 
the Republic had received from the Low Countries, Sa- 
voy, Nice, and the frontier of the Rhine, which yielded 
an addition of 100,000,000 francs yearly,, it had fallen 
to 4bo,ooo,ooo francs, a striking proof how immensely 
the resources of the country had diminished during the 
Revolution. Before the Increase of its territory, the ter- 
ritorial revenue .of France was i.aoo.ooo.ooo ; after it 
li.ail been swelled by a fifth of siiperticial surface, it was 
only 850,000.000. Gre.vier lightness of taxation was cer- 
tainly not the cause of the diminution, for the direct 
land and window tax of that latter year amounted to 
aG5.ooo,ooo, or L xo.po,ooo, a sum equivalent to at least 
double that amount in the Britidt islnods, if the dif- 


ference of the value of money in the two countries Is 
taken into accounr, Dupiii estimates the income de- 
rived from the* soli in France in i8a3. at 1.626.000,000 
francs, or LG5.ooo,ooo. Supposing the increase of culti- 
vation between iSoi and 1818 to comilerbalance the re- 
duction of territory bytbe peace of Paris in j 3 i 5, it fol- 
lows that the French landholders in iSox paid about a 
jixthf ortjiJteen percent* on their incomes.— Sec Nsc- 
Kca's Coniptc llendUf 1783; Stut* de la France, 5i.i; 
Ga-bta, 1. x8g, 3io; Bic>ON, il. i3o; aiidDunx, Force 
Coitwtercwle de France, il. aCC. 

(•*) In 1789, according to the Duke of Cacta, a dcGcU 
of 54,ooo,o(H) jTrancs, or L.2,i5o,OiW yearly, was made 
“the apology for the Rovolnlmn.’* In iSotyWhen it was 
closed, it was above too,oco,uoo francs annually, or 
L,t»oeo,roo fcterliog— v * 
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Ren « ft 1 ^olhmg but this continual and rapid increase in the resources 
r,r of the British empire* during the course of the struggle, could haro 
accounted foe the astonishing exertions anIucIi she made towards 
du nsiue jjg close, and ihofacihlywithwhich,duringiUv,holecoDiinuance, 
the vast supplies required for carrying it on ucre raised nithoul any sen- 
sible inconvenience to ibe country Ylien \sc reflect that, dunng a war of 
nine years duration, the yearly expenditure of the nation varied from forty 
to sixty millions, that loans to the amount of twenty or thirty niillionswerc 
annually contracted, and that the British fleets covered the scasin every 
quarter of the globe, we arc lost m astoniahmcnt at the magnitude of the 
effort!) made by a stale so inconsiderable in extent, and with a population, 
cv cn at the close of the period, and including Ireland, not exceeding fifteen 
millions (1) But the phenomenon bccomcsstill more extraordinary when the 
cIToris made at the termination of the struggle are considered and the Bri- 
tish empire, instead of being exhausted by eight years’ waKarc, is seen stretch- 
ing forth Its giant arms at once into every quarter of the globe, sinking 
down the throne of Tippoo Saib by as great a force as combated under the 
standard-) of ^apoUon at Marengo (2) while iL held every hostile harbour in 
Europe blockaded by Us fleets, and sending forth NcUon to crush the confe- 
deracy of the northern powers at the very moment that it accumulated its 
forces in Europe and \sia against the Republican legions on the sands of 
Egypt it had been frequently a «crlcd that the naval forces of Eiighnd were 
equal to those of the whole world put together, but the matter was put to 
the tc«t in spring 1801, when, without raising the blockade of a Single harbour 
from the Tcxcl to Calabria, she sent eighteen ships of the line with Aber-) 
crombj* to (he month of (he Nile, while nineteen under iNclsoii dissolved by 
the cannon of Copenhagen the northern confederation 1 ho annals of Romo 
contain no example of a similar display of strength, and few of equal resolu- 
tion lu exerting it 


u>1ut nn< r<ri n I sxtr IJCH la tSOI lU 

I (o It mpi m aaJ ripor % wrrr -ittnoit 4 b lal 
<4 hr ui]>on fniu, lu« We I Ind <t bt 1 (ft Ira to 
L-61 000 ftntT Ibr riporti lo Ibr Motetia* Irrto 
UllOoO pj 1 IIl,i 


I b r»|H r > i (b ' 




• USI i OCWO ■> 


< a L IT lbC>000 lorr , 

J'rrdu e • J b« uj rU L lilJiOO UOq auitvuut n; 
10 rr 1 rrlur lo (b. ul ' 5( 1X0 VOO I 11 « 
*11* ISO rrbnii uUr*t Slot X r K«l too 
B Ub.b ij. ^ g 

Ihf I u», «U b «l ibrrv uoru rurf t of Ibe 
%>r I Coo 000 uu bee up 1 tu I 1(01 la 
IXlOO boo > >1 ibt laemn If w taea ab ^ *t U « 
rorotef (xr mI nenHS^OO Uila| ft Ibabiter 


incir»*f<l lo 14} 00(} fttUt t* of 120.000 (ttotru 
•Oil laee el « np ;|r<| u the rujal ■ IPtrL 
11 U iftiT i;c} tuJatxe TSTid 

(I) Topub ioa of Cref 1 Jit ulq ta 

ItOi 10 913 000.. 

iicUhd aUiOl 4 000 040 


I4SI3 0C9 

>^«r»ttk>r«Stei 332 

(a) lb It; Gee ibauurid Br i b ami Sei>oy iroopt 
tormeJ tl c a e^r f '>enn.,a|>« a a a Ma; ITSI 
TbirtTst c tbuoilwl Fnaib touttuted uu4cr tb« 
Ceat cottaol at Slarcogo * 


fl Ttf rfernfraadeW^e* cTUtf IstUaa implntm Ibe rear* t f} • 


darire •• Vm 1 
UU at. 
lw.tab*, 




I Ca»> 
LlCu-ama 

4-l.a 




I lb Sa-titt t >1> p. t. aa4 Ibi f.xu Jf uOnaUU 



1801.] ' HISTORY OF EUROPE. 311 

CorriparctI The contemplation of this astonishing display of strength at the 
mgsardiy closc of tlic Struggle, compared with the feeble and detached exer- 
tionsmade at its commencement, is calculated to awaken the most 
inenccmcnt. poignant regi'ct at the niggardly use of the national resources so 
long made by government, and the inexplicable insensibility to the magni- 
tude of the forces at their command, which so long paralysed the might of 
England, during the earlier years of the war. Erom a return laid before the 
House of Commons, it appears that the number of men that had been raised 
for the service of the army from the commencement of hostilities down to the 
close of 180D, was 208,808, being at the rate of 26,000 a-year on an average 
during its continuance (1). France, with a population hardly double that of 
Great Britain, raised 1,800,000 men in 1795 alone. It is in the astonishing 
disproportion of the land forces of this country either to her naval arma- 
ments, her national strength, or the levies of her antagonist, that the true 
secret of the long duration, enormous expenditure, and numerous disasters 
of the war is to be found. Secure in her insular situation, protected from 
invasion by invincible fleets, and relieved from the most/ 'disastrous conse- 
quences which resulted from defeat to the continental powers, England was 
at liberty to employ her whole disposable force against the enemy, yet she 
never brought 28,000 native troops into the field at any one point. Had she 
boldly levied 100,000 men in 1793, and sent them to Flanders after the route 
in the camp of Ctesar, when the French troops were shut up in their en- 
trenched camps, and could not be brought by any exertions to face the allies 
in the field, she would beyond all question have encamped under the walls 
of Paris in two months, and the royalists of the south and west would have 
obtained a decisive superiority over the anarchical faction in the capital. 
During the nine years of the waf, upwards of L. 100,000,000 was paid in 
army, and a still larger sum in naval expenses, while in 1795 the military 
charges were not L.4,000,000, and in the latter and more expensive years of 
the war, only amounted annually to L.12,000,000. If a fifth part of this total 
suin had been expended in any one of the early years in raising the military 
force of England to an amount worthy of her national strength and ancient 
renown, triple the British force which overthrew Napoleon at Waterloo, 
might have been assembled on the plains of Flanders, and the war terminated 
in a single campaign (2). 

Great part If the rapid growth of wealth, power, and prosperity in the Bri- 
fish islands during this memorable contest, had' been all grounded 
tim paper ^ permanent foundation, it would have presented a 

currcnc>. phenomenon unparalleled in such circumstances in any age or 
country. But though part of this extraordinary increase was undoubtedly a 
real and substantial addition to the industry and resources of the empire, 
arising from the vast extension of its colonial possessions, and the monopoly 


(1) Pari. Ret. Dec. 31. 1800. Ann. Reg. iSOO, 40. 

(2) The expenses of lUe army and navy, during ihc war, were as follow :• 




Army. 

Ordnance. 

N.i7y. 

1792, 

. . . 

L.1,819,000 

L. 122,000 

L.1,485,000 

1793. 


3,993,000 

783 000 

3,971,000 

1791, 


6.011,000 

1,345,000 

5,525.000 

1795,- 

. r 

11.610.000 . 

2,321,000 

6,315,000 

1790, 

. . 

li.9M.000 

1,951,700 

11,333.000 

1797, 

. . 

15,488,000 

1.613.(100 

13,033,000 

1793, 


12,852,000 

1,303,000 

13,449.000 

1799, 

. . 

11.8 10.000 

1,500,000 

13,642,000 

ISOO, 

. « * 

11, 911,000 

1,695,000 

13,619,000 

ISOI. 


12,117.000 

1,639,000 

15,857,000 


c Tables, 154. 
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of almost all the trade of tljc -ftorld la its hand* {!), yet part was to bo as- 
cribed to other causes, attended m the outset with deccpti%c and temporary 
^astio advantages, and 10 the end with real nad permanent CYifs Dkc 
th^p^pfr on extrasagant jndiiidua! who squanders m the profusion of a few 
jears, the savings of past centuries, and the proiision of unborn 
generations, the Govemment of England threw a fleeting lustre 
over its warlike administration, by trenching deep on the capital of the na- 
tion, and creating burdens htllc thought of at the lime when the vast expeu- 
dilurc was going forward, but gnoously fcltin subsequent ^ cars, when the 
excitation of the moment had passed away, and the bitter consequences of 
the debt which had been contracted, remained But this was not all Eng- 
land, during those cientfuJ years, drank deep at the fountains of paper cur- 
rency, and derived a feverish aud unnatural strength from that perilous but 
intoxicating draught from the accounts laid before Parliament, itappcars 
that the notes of (he Bank of England m circulatiou, had increased upwards 
of a half, from 1705 to 1801, and that the commercial paper under discount 
at lhcsamec 2 >tabhshnicnt, during the same period, had more than tripled (2) 
The cITect of this great increase speedily appeared m the prices of gram, and 
eierv other article of life ^\hcat which, on an average of Gro years prior to 
1702, had sold at 09 Id a-bushcl, had risen, on an average of ftv e years, end- 
ing with 1802, to 10» 8J , and on an average of five years, ending 1813, to 
ils Id a bushel (3) Thus, during the progress of the war, the prices of (ho 
necessaries of life were at one time nearly tripled, and even at the peace of 
Amiens had permanently more than doubled The clTccl of tins of course was, 
that the money price of all the other articles of hfo rapidly rose m the same 
proportion, rents advanced , all persons who lived by buying and selling 
found their commodities constantly rising m value, credit, both public and 
private, immensely improved, industry was vivified by the progressive rise 
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CHAPTER XXXY. 

RECONSTRICTIOV OP SOCIETT 1*1 FRANCE BT NATOLtON. 
rSOU TRE C0RT1NE3TAR PEACB TO UIA ASSCUmoN OF TAB tMFnUI. aoWR. 
OCTOCEki ISOl— XAtcn, 1{0<. 


ARGUMENT. 

Orplorable InterflaUlalc of France «hen>apol^n tuecccdetl (o the helm— Means which were 
at his disposal to reconstruct society— and dii&cullics which be bad to encounter— Ho 
resolves to make the aiicmpi— CoosUtutional freedom was then impossihlc in France— 
Lxplosion of the Infernal Machine— Napoleon al once ascribes it to ilis Jacobins — Speech 
which he made on the occasion to the amhonUcs of Paris— He refuses to tisleo to anjr 
atiCDpts to exculpate them— A eotrp ddfoi is resolved on apSinst the Jacobins— Terms of 
the Senatus-Consullum ordaining it— And i30 persons are transported- 11 is afterwards 
disi ■ .. s- . • «• 

of ■ ■ . ■ . . ' , ■ . 

In I ■ 1 ■ . • . s • ‘ ■ ' . 

I^i • • . ! ‘ I ’ * . • . : !• , 

Lau- S .. j , --a— ■J* •’‘•rr -* -• 

ctpencbccd— but it is ncicriheless earned into exe< ution— Napoleon 1$ created First Consul 
for ten jeari add iional— Grounds set forth in the Senatus Consuttum on tie occasion— 
Slate of religion in France at ibis period— Napoleon a views on this subject— Arsumcnls In 
the CouDCd of Slate against ao h slablisbrd Church— Napoleon s reply- Concordat with the 
pope- Its provisions in favour of the GalUcao church— General ditsaiisfaclion wllcli it 
occasioned— Ceremony on ibo occasion in Notre Dame, and general discontent winch It 
produccd-Consiraiood religiocrsobscrrancetat Paris— Great Joy at the cfaan.etn He rural 
departments— I’rudcnro of NapolCon In restraining tbs Hi»b Church party— His admirablo 
proclamation on the subject to the people of Praace-Gcneral ssiisfsciton which the mca> 
sure excited in foreign countries— Subsequent views of Napokoo on the subject— Uenewcd 
indulgence towards the emi..ranls— Senaius-Coosuttom irotlaimicg a general amnesly— 
Inadequacy of these measures to beat the evils of revolutionary conBscalion— Immense 
extent of Ibis ei 11 in France, and Its Urcmidiatle elfecis-- Measures IQ promote public m* 
struclion— Trial of public feeling by the Uojallsts— Pleasures for rectuitms the army and 
navy— Debate on that subject in ibeCouncil of hiale— Uucus»loa there on the Fcple mill- 
(Qire- 5peeih of Napokonon ibcpoverniQrat of tb« colonics— tinanccs of trance— Gene' 
ral valuation, or cndualre— Slallatlcat details— IndignaliOD of Napokon at the language used 
in tlio Tribunate— Important change in tie municipal government carried in apile of that 
body— Ucbaieon ibeTribuoale id UieCouncilof Stale— Napokon a ipeecb on ibeiubjcci— 
iteresolvei to make himself Consul for life— fneesaant clTorls of Government (o spread 
roorutcbical Ideas— Strong oppotUIon of Jos^( bine to these ailcmpis— The project at llrst 
fails in ihc Council of Stale— Means adopted to ensure Us success —The question is directly 


Ginerous conduct uf Mr box in deft ml ng Mr Pittio Ibe bust Coniul— (.real satisfaction 
which tbrseclutiges give la forcigo courts— Uapid Increase of the central circuihe power 


MagtiiQecni | ubilc wotki scion footiuTaaoce— \asiiu.proieiiienls of laiU. 

WiiLN Napokon scucJ lltcrttnsof potter tu France, he foutnl tlic mtltlit- 
lions Ilf citilizalton and flic bonds of socitlydi'whtd loan cslculof 'tliicii 
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narcliy could not exist xsilboul a rcprcscniaUie sjstcm, founded on all Ihe 
great inlcrcsls of the slate, and tempered by the steadiness of an hercditarj 
anstocracj, Ma:».mdeed apparent, but ulierc were (he elements of it to be 
found, when Uie former had almost all been crushed during the com uUious 
of the JlooluUon, and the latter, destitute and exiled, \\a> the object of m- 
Tetcratc jealousy to the numerous dasscs m ho had risen to greatness h) its 
OTcrlhroN\ ? 

«» moiTO xhcsc difficulties ^\ ere so great that thej w ould probably hai c do- 
■.umpb (erred anj ordiuarj conqueror from the attempt, and he uould 
have been eonient lo accept the crown which was olTcrcd him, and leave to 
others the Herculean ixsi. of cloMiigllic wounds of the Rcrolution. Dul ^a-' 
poUon was not a man of that character He believed firmlj that he was tho 
destined instrument m the hand of Providence to extinguish that terrible vol- 
cano, and he was conscious of powers equal to the undertaking from (he 
very outset, accordingly, lie began, cantioiisly indeed, but firmly and sys- 
tcmaUcally, to coerce the democratic spirit, and reconstruct those classes and 
distmciious in <^^clety which had disappeared during the preceding convul- 
. V , fi ^ i,i hsprnvilde bulwarks of the throne The success with 
' . I • . s ■ memory 
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support from tlic altar, or any founJoliou in Ihe religious icciings oi lu 
subjects; and how a proud and victorious army could have been taught that 
1 «'/■{ Cnr jhfi nnicstv of the legislature which is ihc mvaluahlc growth of 

previous 
icians had 

^ . rSanl) and 

inevitably under the dcsjvoiic rule of the emperors wiitu vonstanlinc 
founded a second Home on the diorcs of the Bosphorus, he perceived it was 
too late lo attempt the restoration of the balanced consiilulion of the ancient 
repuLhe. Ou \apohon’s,acccssion to the consular throne, he found the 
chasms in the french arisiocracy still greater and more irreparable. Tho only 
remaining' nicaus of nghliiig Uie scale was by throwing the sword into tho 
balance The total failure of all subsctjuent attempts to frame a constitu- 
tional monarchy out of the elements which the Revolution had left in the 
society offrance, proves that.Najiohon rightly appreciated Us political situa* 
tioQ, and scued u]>oa tho only mraas of restoring order to us troubled 
vvalcr>(l}. 
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Cii cumstauces soon occurred which called forth the secret but indelible 
hatred of the first consul at the Jacobin faction. The conspiracy of Arena and 
Ceracchi, which failed at the opera, had been traced to some ardent cn- 
thusiasls of that class; and soon after a more formidable attempt at his assas- 
sination gave rise to a wider proscription of their associates. On the daj on 
which the armistice of Steyer was signed, Napoleon went to the opera. 13er- 
Dcc. 34, rsoo. thici', Lanncs, and Lauriston Avere with him in the carriage. In 
going from the Tuileries to the theatre, in the rue de Richelieu, his carriage 
passed through the rue St.-Nicaisc ; an overturned chariot in that narrow 
E%piosion thoroughfare almost obstructed the passage, but the coachman, 
fjrnili ina- driviiig Vapidly, Iiad the address to pass it without stop- 

ciiiiie. ping. Hardly bad he got through when a terrible explosion broke 
all the windows of the carriage, struck down the last man of the guard, killed 
eight persons, and wounded twenty-eight, besides occasioning damage to the 
amount of 200,000 francs (L.8000), in forty-six adjoining houses. Napoleon 
drove on without stopping to the opera, where the audience were in conster- 
nation at the explosion, which was so loud as to be heard over all Paris; every 
eye was turned to him W'hen he entered, but the calm expression of his 
countenance gave not the slightest indication of the danger which he had 
escaped. Speedily, however, the news circulated through the theatre, and 
the first consul had the satisfaction of perceiving, in the thunders of applause 
which shook its walls, the most fervent expressions of attachment to his 
person (1). 

, Before the piece had terminated, Napoleon returned to the.Tuileries, where 
' a crowd of public functionaries were assembled from every part of Paris to 
congratulate him on his escape. He anticipated all their observations by 
commencing in a loud voice, “ This is the w’ork of the Jacobins; it is they 
who have attempted to assassinate me. Neither the nobles, nor the priests, 
nor the Chouans had any hand in it. I know on what td form my opinion, 
and it is in vain to seek to make me alter it. It is the Septcnibrisers, those 
wretches steeped in crime, who arc in a stale of permanent revolt, in close 
column against every species of government. Three months have hardly 
elapsed since you have seen Ceracchi, Arena, and their associates attempt to 
assassinate me. Again, it is the same clique-, the bloodsuckers of September, 
at‘‘o."'re os- assassins of Versailles, the brigands of oJst May, the authors of 
[hfjaco-‘° crimes- against government, who are at their hellish work. 

Was. It is the tribes of artizans, and journalists who have a little more 
instruction than the people, but live wdlh them, and mingle their passions 
with their own ardent imaginations, w'ho are the authors of all these atrocities. 
If you cannot chain them you must exterminate them; there can be no truce 
with such wretches; France must be purged of such an abominable crew.” 
During this vehement harangue, delivered with the most impassioned gesti- 
culations, all eyes were turned towards Fouche, the well-known leader of 
that parly, and stained, at Lyon and the Loire, with some of its most fright- 
ful atrocities. Alone, he stood in a window recess, pale, dejected, hearing 
every thing, answering nothing. The crowd of courtiers broke into exclama- 
tions, the echo of the first consul’s senlimenls. One, gifted with more cou- 
rage than the rest, approached, and asked the ihinisler of police why he made 
no reply, “Let them go on, ’’ said he. “lam determined not to compromise 
the safety of the state. I will speak when the proper time arrives. He laughs 
securely ho laughs the last (2).” 

(l) Thib. 23, 24. Buur. iv. ISO, 200. D’Ab. ir'. (2) Tliib. 27, 28. Bour, ir. 201, 202. D’Ab. iv. 
108,110. 110,114. 
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t^'u*!** foUo\\ing day a public audience was given to the prefect 

Seme, and the Inehe majors of Tans, ^apolcon said ; “As 
tJo 10 the long as that handful of wTclchcsattackcd me alone, I left lo iJie laws 
the charge of chastising thciroffenccs; hut since, by a crime without 
example, they have endangered the lucsofa part of the population ofPans, 
Iheir punishment must he as rapid as extraordinary. They consist of an 
hundred miscreants who have brought disgrace on liberty by the crimes com* 
milted in its name; it is indispensable that they should be forthwith deprived 
of the means of inflicting farther injuries on society.” This idea was more 
fully unfolded at a meeting of the Council of Stale which took place on the 
same day. It was proposcd*lo establish a special commission lo Irj the oCTen- 
ders; but this was far from meeting hapolt-on’s views, who was rcsohed to 
seize the present opportunity of inQicting a deathblow on the remnant of the 
Jacobin faction. “The action of a special tribunal,” said he, “ would bo too 
slow; we must have a more striking punishment for so cxtraordiuarj an of- 
fence , It must he as rapid as hg/itmng; it must be blood for blood. As many 
of the guilty must be executed as thcrcfcll victims to Ihcir designs, say fifteen 
or twenty ; (raneport two hundred, and take advantage of this cv cut to purge 
the Republic of its most unworthy members. This crime is the work of a 
band of assassins, of Scptcmhriscr!» (1), who»c hands may bo traced through 
all the crimes of the Revolution. When that parly sees a blow struck at its 
head-quarters, and that fortune has abandoned its chiefs, every thing wilt 
return to established order, the workmen will resume ihcir labours; and 
ten thousand men, w ho, in France, arc ranged under its colours, w ill aban- 
don it for ever. That great example is necessary to attach the middling clashes 
to the throne ; the industrious etiuens can hav c no hope as long as they see 
themselves incnai^cd by two hundred enraged wolves, who look only for Iho 
proper moment to throw ilicmsclvcson their prey. 

“Tlie metaphysicians are the men to whom wo owe all our misfortunes. 
Half measures will no longer do, wc must either pardon every thing, like 
Augustus, or adopt a great measure which may be tho guarantee of the social 
order. Mlicn after llic conspiracy of Calilinc, Ciccro caused the guilty to be 
strangled, hq^aid he had saved his country. I should be unworthy of the 
great taskwlucU I have undertaken, and of my mission, if 1 evinced less 
firmncsS on this trying occasion, \\cinusi regard Ihisairair as statesmen, not 
asjud cs I am so convinced of the necessity of making a great cxainjdc, lliat 
1 am ready lo call the accused before me, mtcrrugalc them, and my self sub- 
scribe their condemnation. It is not for myself that 1 speak; 1 have braved 
greater dangers, my fortune has preserved we, and will preserve me; but 
wc arc now engaged vviih the social order, with the public morality, the na- 
tional glory.” 

In the midst of this energetic harangue, il was evident that >apoIcun was 
losing sight of the real point lo bchrst considered, which was, who were the 
. 5i ■- ■ 1 •' I by 

. • . ! . y . : * ■ 1 1 ■■ .that 

. / . , I ! * J .t the 

priests, vvho'.c denunciations against the holders of the natioiul duiiiaius, had 
already appeared m sev oral recent publications, might |H>ssiblf be tbe authors 
of the infernal project. >apokou warmly interrupted bun, “ \ou will not 
make me alter my opinion by such vam declamalious; the w ickcd arc know n ; 
they arc pointed out by the nation. ThtyarcihcScpiembriHrs, ihcauUiors 

{ I) U 4llu**«a u Um tMiMait ia tW i mvea la S»rUAW» Itja- 
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iioutuK. of every iuiUlio.il crime in the lUnolution, 1111011.100 ever been 
aoj jiK |! ^[).lrca or [uolccteil by tlie uc.iK jjcisons .it llie Iie.ul of .iirairs. 
itcxl'. '''° T.ilU not to me of iiot)lo> or pi iosls. Woubi \ on li.i\ e me proscribe .1 
m.m for a title, nr tr.msporl ten tlions,uiil j,'res-b.iii oil priests! Would you 
li.Tic me piu-'ccutc .1 relirikm, still piofc'.scd by the m.ijot it y of Krenehnicn 
aiul two-tbirds of Knropel L.i Vendee ne\er \\.is nioie ti.nujiiil; tlie de- 
l.icbcd crimes wbicli still displace its tciritoiy .iie the result meiely of ill- 
extinguishetl .mimo'.ities. Would \ou li.iie me dismiss .ill my counsellors 
CNcepliu}; two or three; send I’mt.ilis to Sinn.uu.iry, Um.iiiie to M.id.ig.isear, 
and choose .1 Council ft om the followeis of Itahomf, It is in \ain to pieleiui 
th.it the people will do no wioiig hut when they are prompted to it by others, 
'llic jicople .lie guided by .in instinct, in virtue of which thej act alone. 
Dining the Uevoliition they fieijueiuh fmted on the le.uleiswho .ip|)e<ircd 
to guide them ; the populace is .1 tiger when he is unmu//Ied. 1 have a dic- 
tionaiv of the men emjdo\ed in alt the ina-'-acies. 'Ihe necessity of the thing 
being once adinitlcd, our duty is to attain it in the most ellieacious way. Do 
Ihes take us for children? Do not hope, citi/.en Truguet, that \oii would, in 
the event of their success, he able to save j ourself by s.i\ ing, ‘ I have defended 
the p.itriotsbefoie the Council of State.* No, no. 'llicse jialriols would sacri- 
lice vou as well as us all.” He then bioke up the Council, .lud when passing 
'I’ruguet, who was endeavouring to 'ay something in his vindication, said 
aloud, ‘‘Come now, citizen, all that is veiy well for the .■m/VtV.v of .Madame 
Cotidorcet or .Maillc-Garat,but it won’t do in a council of the most enlightened 
men of France (!}.” 

'lliese vehement apostrophes from a man vested with de.sjiolie authority cut 
short all discussion, and the Council found il.self compelled, nolwitbslanding 
a tourageous lOsistance from some of its membeis, to go into the aibiti.iry 
dedgiis of the lirsl coiisul. 'Ihc public mind was pieji.ned for some great 
catastiophe by repeated articles in the public jouru.ds, draw n iiji by Fouche, 
in which that astute counsellor, suppressing his private information, directed 
A c*. Dp tiV the thunders of the executive against his former associ.itesfi). DuL 
I'Jm.tVi.tVa. "^*be these measuies were in pieparalion, Fouche and the liist 
cs....- cou-sul received decisive iufurmation that it was the Uojalists, and 
not the Jacobins, who were the real authors of the consjuracy, .ind a clue was 
obtained wliicli piomised soon to lead to the discovery of the guilty parlies. 
The minister of police, theieforc, received secret instructions not to allude in 
his icport against the Ilcpubiicans to the atlair of the iiifeiual machine, but 
to b.ise tbc luoposed conp-d’clat generally on the numerous conspiracies 
against the public peace, and on this report iNapoleon urged' the immediate 
delivery to a military commission of eighteen, and transportation of above an 
hundred persons, without ailher tri.d or evidence taken against them. In 
vain Ibibaudeau and Iloedcrer urged in the Council of .Stale, that there was 

(l) 33i (hcywlio c ikIc i\oun c] io often to rtiidcc tho 

/u) In itiic of the inniisl<Tof jjolice aUdrtJ- (.(minitiU'cs of fjo;c iIjl* itjciils of ibcir alro- 

5CU ihu followjuff rp|)oil to llio nr^lcoiiiu! tiouj Ility nre nol the uKUiitb of oc. 

** ll U iiol ordinary brig nidi, for whoso gciscniuitnb hot ofcsci) of aiitliorilj . 

coercion ihu ordinary IrihuiioJs arc suflitUMil, and ** ptrsi^l i.i an .alrociousw nr, \n I nch cannot 

who menace onl) dclathtd persons or articles of be tonniiMlcd bulb) an c\lraordiiiarj measure of 
propert), lliai thr GoNcninunt is now rccpiirid to tin* supremo police. Among llic mtti whoin the po- 
acl; It IS tlic enemies of Liilirc France, who arc now licc *1 is ticnounctd, in my wore nol found with I bo 
at liic bar; nun who tbreatc i oerj instant lo dcti- poniard m ibtir binds, but all were iqual!^ cipablc 
\cr It up to the fur} of anarchy. of sbarptning and usin^ it. In disposing of Ibcm, 

“ These friglilful cbaracti rs arc few in number, uc uuu»t not intrLly punisli the past, but look to a 
buttbcircnniLSarc innuintrablc. Itnbj them that guarantro of social order in fulurc.”— See riuuAU- 
ihc Convcntiou has bem attacked with au armed ubac, iSj Ui and UouaaiEMifi, tv, 201) 205* 
force III the bosom of tbc sanctuary of the laM s ; il 15 
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no evidence against the suspected persons, and that it Mas the height of in- 
justice to condemn a crowd of citizens untried and unheard, to the sc\crc 
punishment of transportation The Orst consul, though ncll aware that they 
had no connexion with the late conspiracy, was resohed not to let shp the op- 
portunity of getting quit at once of so many dangerous characters “ >\ c hai c 
strong presumptions, at least,” said he, “ if not proofs against the Tcrronsls 
Tile Chouannerie and emigration, arc maladies of the skin, hut terrorism is a 
malady of the vital parts The minister of police has purposely omitted the 
meolion of the late couspiracv, because it is not for it that the measure is 
proposed If that reser>e were not obsersed, we would compromise our 
character The proposed step is grounded upon considerations independent 
of the late c\cDt, it only furnished the occasion for putting them in force. 
The persons included in the lists will be transported for their share in the 
massacres in the prisons on September^, for their accession to the Jacobin 
revolt of olst May, for the conspiracy of Babccuf, and all lliat they have dune 
since that time Such a step would ba\c been ucccasary without the con- 
spiracy , but we must avail ourselves of lUc enthusiasm alias excited to carry 
it into execution ” In pursuance of these views, an arrest was pro* 
•u4tb rtr posed by the Council of Stale, and adopted by the Senate, which 
m»^ruL condemned to immcdtalc transportation no less than a hundred 
and thirty individuals, among whom were niiic persons who had been en- 
gaged lu the massacres of September, and several members of the Conv cnlion, 
Choudicn, TaiUcfcr, Tliinon, and Talot, hilix bepcllciicr, and Uossignol^ well 
known for liia cruelty in the war of la \cndi.e The decree was forthwith 
earned into execution, and thus did the arbitrary lyraiiiiy which the Jacobins 
had so long exercised over others, at length, by a just rctnbutiou, recoil 
upon themselves (1) 

II Uitxtf In IcbS than a moiuli aftcrward>, 1- oucht made a second repurt 
mn'iiT upon the conspiracy of the lufcrnal machine, lu which he ad- 
milted, that when these measures of seventy were adojilcd aaaiiut 
Jb'u/V" Jacobins, he had other suspicions, that George Cadoudal and 
»» other ciiiioranls had succc«sivcly disembarked from England, and 
that the horse attached to the machine had furnished a clue to its aulliors, 
who had at Icngtli been delected m the house of certain fLUiatcs of the 
i»> Uoyahst parly Sainiltegcul and Carbon accordingly, the really 

guilty persons, were tried by the ordinary iribunnls, condemned, and 
executed ^ot a Miadow of doubt could now remain that the conspiracy lud 
been the work of (he Iloyalntb, but Aapolioii persisted, (hough he saw (hat 
as clearly as any one,iii carry mg into clTccl (he sweeping decree of (ranspor- 
tation against the Jacobins ** There is not one of them,” he said to lliosc 
who iictitioiicd fur a relaxation of the sentence in favour of certain indi- 
viduals, “ who lias not deserved death an hundred limes over, if Ibty had 
been judged by (heir conduct during the Itevolulion, these wretches have 
tov cred h ranee w ith scalTolds, and the measure adopted in regard to them Is 


(l) Vb b (2 -t Cour (v SOS 20S 
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rather one of ineroy than seventy; the attempt of tho infernal machine is 
neither mentioned as a motive nor the occasion of the Scnatus-Consultum; 
with a company of grenadiers 1 could pul to llighl the whole faubourg St.- 
llermain, with its Uoyalist co/cnVs;bui the Jacobins are men of determined 
character, whom it is not so easy to make retreat. As to the transportation 
of the Jacobins, it is of no son of oonse<iuence; I have got (piit of them; if 
the iloyalisls commit any ollence, 1 will strike them also (1).” 

The next important step of Napoleon was the exhibition of a king 
of his own creation, to the astonished I'arbians. By a convention with .Spain, 
it was stipulated that the province of Tuscany, ceded to the Infanta 
Kinror"'' ofSpain, .Marie-I.ouise, third daughter of Charles IV, and the Duke 
ciiiiru. (jf Parma, her husband, should be erected into a monarchy, under 
the title of the kingdom of Ctruria. In .May, 1801, the newly-created king, 
Louis 1, with his young bride, arrived in I'aris, on his way from .Madrid to 
Florence, and was received with extraordinary distinction both on the road 
and in the capital. Numerous fcti’s succeeded each other in honour of the 
royal pair, among which those of .M. Talleyrand, in bis villa at Neuilly, was 
remarked as peculiarly magnilicent. The young King early evinced symp- 
toms of that imbecility of cbaracter by whicli he was afterwards distin- 
guished; but it was deemed of importance to accustom the court of the first 
consul to the sight of royally, and the Darisians to the intoxicating idea that, 
like the Uoman Senate, they were invested with the power of making and un- 
making kings. Napoleon received the reward of this policy in iIjc transports 
Avith which, when he was present, the celebrated line of DKdipus was received 
at the theatre (2) — 

•' J'ai fail do souverains, cl n'ai pas voulu I'Olro.” 


But it Avas not merely by such exhibitions of royally that Napoleon endea- 
voured to prepare the French nation for bis oavu assumption of the crown. .Vl 
the lime Avhen the public mind was strongly excited by the danger Avhich the 
stale had run from the success of the infernal machine, a pamphlet appeared, 
be iinj tp[^. u p^r^ll(.l between Cicsar, Cromwell, and Donaparle,” 
wliicii llic cau^ic of royalty and lieredUary succession was open- 
ly advocated. It excited at First a great sensation, and numerous 
copies Avcrc sent to the lirst consul from the prefects and magistrates, Aviih 
comments on the dangerous elfects it Avas producing on the public mind. 
Fouche, hoAvever, soon discovered lhalit had issued and been distributed from 
the oflicc of the minister of the interior, and shortly after that it came from 
the pen of Lucien Bonaparte. Napoleon aUccled lobe highly indignant at this 
discovery, and reproached Fouehd Avitb not having instantly sent his impru- 
dent brother to the Temple; but the cautious minister Avas loo Avell informed 
to pul the hint in execution, as Lucieu hadshoAvn him the original manuscript 
corrected by the band of the lirst consul himself. lloAvever, it Avas necessary to 
disaAmAV the production, as its cflect proved that it had prematurely disclosed 
the designs of the fortunate usurper, and therefore Lucien Avas scnt.into an 


(1) Thib. 51, C2, Bour. iv. 212, 213, 2U. 

Il i:> a curious and instructive fact, tlial uosoonrr 
was tlie di'tcrmiiiatioii of tlie first consul, in regard 
to the Jacol)ius, known, tlian a multitude of revela- 
tions flowed in from ilic [irefccts, mayors, and ma- 
gistrates over ail France, implicating the llepubli- 
cans still farther in the conspiracy, and detailings 
discoveries of (he vast Jacobin plot wliicli was to 
have burst forth in every part of the country the 

IV. 


moment intelligence was received of the leading 
stroku given in the capital! \ striking instance of 
the distrust with which the officious zeal of such 
aulhorilies should he received, and of the necessity 
of the csccutivo not letting their wishes be known, 
if they would iii such circumstaiircs preserve tho 
scinhlance even of justice iii their jirocccdings.— 
Sec Tiiinviinr..su, 53, 03; UounKiessc, iv. 212. 

(2) Thih. Cl. ti'J. hour. iv. 270, 273. 
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honourable exile, as ambassador at Madrid, aMlh many reproaches from hapo- 
Itou for having allowed the device lobe discovered “ Isce,” said hapolcou 
to lus secretary, “ that I have been moving loo last, I have broken ground 
too soon, the pear is not jet ripe ”110 received secret instructions to exert all 
Ins infiucncc at Ihe court of Spam, to induce that povv er to declare w ar against 
I’ortugal, in order to delacb Ihewholc peninsula from the alliance with Eng- 
land, and shut its harbours against the Dritish flag (i) 

D»b.teon llic ttumcrous complamu against the lists of eligibility winch 
ijiVbi’f formed so important and remarkable an ctrcct m the constitution 
tiiot under the consulate, induced hapol(:on to bring them again under 
5>ui/ iho consideration oflus state council It was justly objected against 
this institution, that it renewed, m another and a more odious form, all Uio 
evils of privileged classes which had occasioned the Revolution, that to con- 
iine the scats m the legislation, and all important offices under government, 
to five thousand individuals, out of above thirty millions of souls, was to the 
last degree unjust, and seemed peculiarly absurd at tbc dose of a Revolution, 
the main object of which had been to open them indiscriminately to all the 
citizens U became necessary to consider whether these complaints should be 
attended to, as the time was approaching when a fiflU of the legislative body 
and tribunate were to be renewed, m terms of tbc constitution, and ilicrc- 
fore the lists, already formed, were about to be forwarded to the electors 
It was urged by the advocates for a change m the Council of Stale, that 
“ public opinion had strongly pronounced itself against llicsc lists, because 
they at once deprive a great body of citizens of that result of the Revolution 
which they most prized, eligibility to every public funclion Out of delicacy 
to live thousand persons, wlio are inscribed on the highest class of these lists, 
you leave the seeds of a dangerous discontent in a hundred times that 
number. Doubtless it is not impossible from these lists to make for a few 
ycarsasuitablo choice of rcprcscntadvcs, but such a result would only the 
more confirm a system radically vicious, and augment the difficulty winch 
w ill hereafter he experienced iQ correcting it ” 

The first consul replied — “ The insiilulion of ihc lists is objectionable It 
IS an absurd system, the growth of the ideology which, like a malady, basso 
long ov erspread 1 ranee It is not by such means that a great nation is reor- 
ganized Sovereignty is inalicuablc ^cvc^thclcss, bad as the system is, it 
forms part of the constitution, wcarc only inlruslcd with its execution Uis 
impossible, besides, to let the people remain without any species of organiza- 
tion belter a bad one than none at all It is an error to suppose that the 
people aic organized merely because tbc consiilulion has created the powers 
of government The supreme authority must have intermediate supports, 
or it has neither any stability nor any bold of the nation ^Nemust not think, 
lbcrcforc,ofabandouuig the lisiswiiboulsubstiiulmg something else m their 
room It IS admitted that they form at present a sufficient body out of which 
to choose Uic Legislature , the constiluUou has established ibcni , they form 
an organic law of the state, all 1 ranee has aided m their construction , m 
the rural districts m particular they arc universally approved of ^Ihy, 
then, should we overlook the people ofErance, and their expressed approba- 
tion, merely because Pans has made a bad clioicc for her share of the list, and 
her citizens reckon the dcp^ftmcnlsas nothing? 11 is belter for the Lovem- 
ment to have to deal with a few Uiousand individuals than a whole nation 
^\haL^la^mcan there be m going on for two or three years longer with Uicso 


(l) Lour iv 217 23(J 
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lists? They form the sole ehannel hy which il»c innmnmc of the people, is felt 
on the Govorumeut. It will he time enouj;!! at tlie close of that perioil to 
oonsitlcr what chan;;os shouUl he made. <iu it.” Guided hv these considera- 
tions, the Council resolved that the lists should rouiaiu uncliaiif'ed. They 
were already reijarded as the nucleus of a new uoitility instead of that which 
had been destroyed, and as an indispensable attendant on the throne which 
was antici|)ated for the lirsl consul (1). 

hut Napoleon’s views in this important particular went much 
. Uo<,....r farther, av\d he resolved to establbh an order of nobility, under the 
title of the Lr.mos or lloNoru, which should uradually restore the gradation 
of ranks in society, and at the same lime attach the people to its supiiorl. 
This important matter was brought before the Council of State in May, IHOl. 
It met with more opposition than any other meaMire of tin: consulate; the 
debates on it in the Council of Stale were in the highest ilegree curious and 
instructive. 

“'vhe eighty-seventh article of the constitution,” said Napoleon, 
“sanctions the cstahlishmenl of military honours, but it has or- 
». m gani/.ed nothing. ,\n (irnH lias cslabliMied arms of honour, wi.lh 
p;jy as a couscciuence; others with a mere increase; there 
is nothing formal or regular couslruclcd. The \iro\ecL I \iro\iose to you gives 
consistence to the system of recompenses; it is the beginuiiig of orgaui/.alion 
to the nation.” It was proposed liy General Malhieu-l)uma> that the institu- 
tion should be contineil to military men, but this was strongly combated hy 
the lirsl consul. “ Such ideas,” said he, “ might be well adapted to the feudal 
ages, when tbe chevaliers combated each other man to man, and the bulk of 
the nation was in a state of slavery; hut when the military svslom changed, 
masses of infantry, and plialanxcs constructed after the .Macedonian model, 
were introduced, and after that it was not individual prowess, hut science 
and skill which determined the fate of nations. The kings themselves con- 
tributed to the overthrow of the feudal rcy/iac, hy the encomagemenl which 
they gave to the commons; filially, the discovery of gniipowilcr, ami the total 
change it induced in the art of war, completed its destruction. From tlial 
period the military spirit, instead of being conlincd to a few lliousand Franks, 
extended to all the Gauls. It was slrengllicncd rather than weakened by the 
change; it ceased to be exclusive in its operation, and from being founded 
solely on military prowess, it came to be established also on civil qnalilies. 
TVhatis it now which constitutes a great general? Ills not the mere strcuglh 
of a mail six feel high, hut the coup-d’wil, the liahil of foresiglit, the power 
of thought and calculation; in a word, civil qualities, not such as you liud in 
a lawyer, but such as are founded on a knowledge of Iiuman nature, and are 
suited to the government of armies. The general who can now achieve great 
things is he who is possessed of shiuiug civil qualities; it is their perceptiou. 


(t) Tliib. 09, 7i. 

The subject of the lists was warmly tlcbalctl hotli 
in the Council of Stale and before the begisUturc, 
ami the muintenance of the cxisliuj; sysinuonly 
carried by n inajonty of 5G to TO in tiie Tribunate, 
Bfrislononit and li'JD to 3G inlbel eyislativc Body, 
hy iho LegU- U h not surprising that it excited a 
laturc. violent opposition in the popular par- 

ly, seeing ibnt it overturned the whole objects for 
which the nation bad been fit’Utinj; during tbe Uc- 
volution. “ The law, ” says Thibaudeau, ** called to 
the honours and tbe advantages of eligibility for 
offices ill the communes, 50,000 individuals ; to cU* 
gibility for offices iu the dcpartmcals, 50iOOQ i to 


cUfjibiUly for ibo legislature or national offices, 
5,000» Ibo whole of the oIIut inhabilaiiU wero al- 
together excluded both from tbe riglils of election 
and eligibility, Tbe partisans of representative go- 
vernments roganlcd Ibis as far loo narrow a circle 
in a country embracing ihitty millions of souls. But 
the public iu general toob very little interest iu ibis 
matter, justly oli'ierviiig, lliat as tbe electors were 
no longer intrusted wilii ibe choice of reprc.senta- 
lives, or of persons to till any offices, but only of a 
large body of candidates from whom tbe selection 
was to be made by llie government, it was of very 
littlo consequence wbetficr tliis privilege was coii- 
fiucd lo many or few bauds, ^00/ 
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of the strength of his talents %vlnch makes the soldiers obej him. Listen to 
them at their bi\ouacs; you ^'lll invariably find them award tlic preference 
to mental over phjsital qualities. Mourad Bey was the most powerful man 
among his Mamelukes, without that advantage he nevircould have been 
their leader. When be first saw me, he could not conceive how 1 could pre- 
serve authority among my troops, hut he soon understood it, when he was 
made acquainted with our system of war. » 

“ In all CIV liized stales force yields to eivd qualities. Bayonets sink before 
the pncst who speaks in the name of Heaven, or the man of science who has . 
gained an ascendency by his knowledge I predicted to all my military fol- 
lowers that a government puicly military would never succeed in France till 
It had been brutalized by fifty jears of ignorance. All their attempts to govern 
m that manner accordingly faded, and involved ihcir authors in their rum 
It IS not as a general that I govern, but because the nations believe me pos- 
sessed of the ability m civil matters necessary for tUchead,ofa(raics*, without 
that 1 could not stand an hour I knew welt what I was about, when, though 
only a general, I took the title of member of the Institute, I fell confident of 
being understood by the lowest drummerm the army 

“We must not reason from ages of barbarity to ihesc times. France con- 
sists of 30,000,000 of men, united by intelligence, property, and commerce. 
Three or four hundred thousand soldiers arc nothing in such a mass, ^ot 
only docs the general preserv c his ascendency over his soldiers cb^elly by civil 
qualities, but when his command ceases he becomes merely a private indi- 
vidual. The soldiers themselves arc but the children of citizens The ten- 
dency of military men is to carry every thing by force, the enlightened 
civilian, on the other hand, elevates his views to a perception of the general 
good The first would rule only by dcspotic.authorily, tlie last subject every 
thing to the test of discussion, truth, and reason I have no hesitation, there- 
fore, in saying, that if a preference was to be awarded to the one or the 
other, It belongs to the civilian. If you divide society into soldiers and 
I iiizens, y ou establish iw o orders m what should be one nation If y ou con- 
fine honours to military men, you do what is still worse, for you sink the 
people into nothing ( 1 ) ” 

Mov ed by these profound observations, the Council agreed that the pro- 
posed honours should be extended indiscriminately to civil and military 
distinction. 

But the most ditScult part of the discussion remained, the consideration of 
the expedience of the institution itself, even m its most extended form. 
Great opposition was manifested to it m the capital, from its evident ten- 
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slate (1} So sirongly vmplanletl were tha prwcjpics of the Iteiolulion, 
CAcii in the highest functionaries of llie rcalip, and so (liITicult was it 
to extinguish that hatred atdislinctions or lionouis, which formed so leading 
a feature in the passions by which it was at first distinguished ^o measure 
during the consulate experienced nearly so powerful an opposition Napo- 
leon was much struck with this circumstance, and confessed in private that 
he had precipitated matters, and that it would haie been better to bate 
wailed before so obnoxious a change was introduced (2) 

It was earned into execution, however, with all those circumstances of 
pomp and ceremony which Napoleon well knew are so powerful with the 
multitude The inauguration of the dignitaries of the order took place, with 
extraordinary magmflccncc, in the church of the Hotel dcs Inxalidcs, m pre- 
sence of the first consul and of all the great functionaries of the Republic, 
and the decorations soon began to be- eagerly coveted by a people whose pas- 
sion for indi\ idual distinction bad been the secret cause of the Revolution (5} 
The event, boweicr, proved (hat Napoltlon had rightly appreciated the 
true character of the revolutionary spirit The leading object in the Revo- 
lution was the extinction of coster not of ranks , equality of rights and not 
of classes, the abolition ofbcrcdiiary not personal distinction (1) “ ^amtj,” 
as Napoleon elsewhere observed, “is the ruling principle of tho French, 
and was at the bottom of all the convulsions of the Revolution, it was 
tlio sight of tho noblesse enjoymg privileges and distinctions to which they 
could not aspire, which filled the Tiers-Clal with inextinguishable and 
natural animosity (5) But an insiuuiion which conferred lustre on indi- 
viduals and not on families, and led to no hereditary dislmctions, was so 
far from running counter to this desire, that it afforded it the highest gra- 
tification, because it promised the objects of this passion to any, even tho 
humblest of the citizens, who was worthy of receiving it The Legion of 
Honour accordingly, whidi gradually extended so as to embrace two thou- 
sand persons of the greatest eminence m every department, both civil and 
military, in France, became an institution in the highest degree both use- 
ful and popular, and served as the forerunner- to that new nobility which 
NapoIiJon afterwards created as safeguards to his imperial throne 

When so many mscitutions were successively arising which 
pointed to the establishment of a regular government, il vvas 
y a mdd impossible that its head could remain in a precarious situa- 
May 8 i8oa (lou Napoleon accordingly was created by tho obsequious legis- 
lature first consul for ten years, beyond the first ten fixed at his original 
appointment an appoinlraenl which, although far from coming up to 
the anticipations and wishes of the first consul, W'as yet important as a 


d e 1 !»»« wen Inrly nen otla n ll « •l^olutfl 
cl net o of -I (irpa t cut lUat > ibn (fstcra Hut 
<rc taust OaXc u>e of { TS 1> SS &>> ] 


(l) Tbe numbers were — 

It s adopt inlbe Counc 1 of State 

cd bv ! e — Tr buoate 

legislature , Corps Leg slat t 


* Vbjor ly 

Th b 91 92 Soar It 35T 358 
(3) DA1> Ti 21 


A>ei 

les 11® 


78 [Tlilj 921 

(4) Jn V 0 Je Xap I 525 

(5) n Ab y 1 169 170 



1801.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. 327 

Step to the (establishment of perpetual and hereditary succession in his 
family (1). 

But all these measures, importanl as they were, yielded to the great step 
which ut the same lime was adopted of re-establishing the Catholic religion 
ill France, and renewing those connexions with the Pope, which had been 
\iolently broken during the fury of the French Revolution. 

Sirtio of re- Although the inslilulions of religion had been abolished, its mi- 
i'r.incr'"t nislcis scatlcrcd, and its properly coniiscalcd, by the different revo- 
tiusiKiiod. iiuionary assemblies avIio had governed the country, yet a remnant 
of the Christian faith still lingered in many parts of the rural districts. 
^Vhcn the horrors of Robespierre ceased, and a government comparatively 
lenient and regular was established under the Directory, the priests obtained 
leave to open their churches, provided they undertook to maintain them at 
their own expense, and a considerable number returned from exile, and 
commenced in poverty and obscurity the reconstruction of religious obser- 
vances. They were again exposed to persecution and danger after the ISth 
Fruclidor, and being destitute of any species of property, and entirely depen- 
dent upon the voluntary contributions of their Hocks, they were totally une- 
qual to the Herculean task of combating the irreligious spirit which had 
acquired such strength during a revolutionary interregnum of ten years. 
A remnant of the faithful, composed for the most part of old women, attended 
the churches on Sunday, and marked by their fidelity an institution which 
might otherwise have been totally forgotten; but they Avere hardly observed 
amidst the crowds who had discarded every species of devotion; and a great 
proportion of the churches, both in the toAvns and the country, had either 
been pulled down, or converted to secular purposes during the Revolution ; 
while of those Avhich remained, a still greater npmber were in such a state 
of dilapidation, from the total absence of any funds for their support, as to 
threaten speedily to become unserviceable for any purpose Avhatever. In this 
general prostration of the Christian faith, the bewildered multitude had 
sought refuge in other and extravagant creeds; the sect of the Theophilan- 
thropisls had arisen , AA'hose ravings amidst fruits and flowers, Averc listened to 
by a fcAV hundreds, perhaps thousands, of the credulous or enthusiastic of 
Paris; while the great majority of the people, educated Avithout any religious 
impressions, quietly passed by on the other side, and lived’altogether with- 
out God in the Avorld (2). 

Napoleon's Although neither a fanatic nor even a' believer in Christianity, 
tws'sub" Napoleon Avas too sagacious not to perceive that such a state of 
things Avas inconsistent Avith any thing like a regular government. 
He had early, accordingly, commenced a negotiation with the Pope; and the 
head of the Church, delighted at finding such a disposition in a revolutionary 
chief, had received the advances Avith the utmost cordiality. Cardinal Con- 


ti) Dour. iv. 361. 

Grounds set The grounds of lliis' cliange arc 
fonli in tlic thus ably set forth in the Scnalus_ 
SciiaiusCon- ConsuUum which introduced it: — 
suUum on i. Considering that in the existing 
circumstances of the Republic, it is 
the first duly of the Conservative Senate to employ 
all the means in its power in order to give to the 
government the stability xvhicli can alone augment 
the national resources, inspire confidenee without, 
establish credit within, reassure our allies, discou- 
rage our secret enemies, remove the evils o( war, 
bring to maturity the fruits of peace, and leave to 
the wisdom of administration the selection of the 
proper period for bringing forward all the designs 


which it may have in view for the happiness of a 
free people," etc, Napoleon replied in the following 
words, which subsequent events rendered pro- 
phetic : — “ Fortune has hitherto smiled on the Re- 
jiublic, but she is iiiconstuut ; and /loie many are 
t/ieie whom ’ihe has oeenshelmed with her farows hare 
lived too long hy a few years 1 Ahe interests of my 
glory and happiness seem to have marked ns the 
termination of my public career tiie moment when 
a general peace was signed. Rut you deem a new 
sacrifice necessary on my pair. 1 will not scruple 
to undertake it, if the wishes of the people prescribe 
what your suffrages authorize,— DuM.rs,viii. 98, 99. 

(2) D’Abr. vi.-3Si 41. Thib, 151, 152. Join. Vie 
dc Nap. i. 489. 
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zahi, who with singular ability directed the conclave, had, in the name of 
the supreme Pontiff, written to General Murat, when adAancing towards the 
Roman slates, after the armistice of Tre\i5o, to express “ the lirel) admira- 
tion which he felt for the first consul, to whose fortune:, were attached the 
tranquiUitj of religion not less than the happiness of Europe.” The > lews of 
Xapokon on that matter were strongly expressed to the counsellors of state 
With whom he conrersed on the subject. “Testerday evening,” said he, 
“ when walking alone 111 the woods, amidst the solitude of nature, the distant 
hell of the church of Ruel struck my car. In^olunla^lly I felt emotion; so 
powerful is the influence of early habits and associations I said to myself, if 
1 feel thus what must be the influence of such impressions on simple and cre- 
dulous men? Let your philosophers, your ideologues answer that if they can. 
It IS absolutclv indispensable to have a rehgion for the people; and not les> 
so, that that religion should be directed by the gov emment. At present, fifty 
bishops in the pay of England, direct the French clergy , we must forthwith 
destroy their influence, w c must declare the Catholic the established religion 
of France, as being that of the majority of its inhabitants , we must organize 
its constitution. The first consul wnll appoint the fifty bishops; the Pope will 
induct them They will appoint the parish priests, the people will defray 
their salaries. They must all take the oath; the refractory must be trans- 
ported. The Pope will, m return, confirm the sale of the national domains. 
He will consecrate the Revolution, the people will sing, God save the Galhcan 
Church. They will say lam a Papist, lam no such thing IwasaMahometan 
m Egypt ; I w ill become a Catholic here for the. good of my people. 1 am no 
bchcrcrin particular creeds, but as to ibe idea of a Cod, look to tbc heavens, 
and say who made that (i) ” 

L<Miren]tt botw ithstandiHg these decided opinions of the first consul, the 
negotiations with the Court of Rome were attended with con- 
sidcrablc difficulty, and proved very tedious Vt length, however, 
*ini jiea they wcfc brought (o a conclusion, and, despite the opposition of a 

. . «Xk&l, anJ eTrrttill Mitt. tLey «ttl cxicta» long 
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1 of Christ auity than the prieals of Rone 
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Srcdeceited said Napo con. Ihedefzy i - ... .. , 
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large portion of the Council, and a still larger proportion of the Legislature, 
the concordat 'with the Pope passed into a law, and the Christian religion was 
re-estahiishcd through the French territory (1). 
coHcorUat By tlus ineinorablc law the Catholic religion was declared that of 
Popr. "■ the French people. -Ten archbishops and fifty bishops were estab- 
lished, the former Avith a salary of 13,000 francs (L.600) a-year, the latter 
with one of 10,000, or L.-400. It was, provided that there should be at least 
a parish priest in every district of a jiige do paix, Avilh as many additional 
ministers as might be deemed necessary j the bishops and archbishops were 
to be^appointed by the first consul; the bishops nominated the parish priests 
and inferior clergy, subject to the approbation of the same authority. The 
salary of the priests in the larger parishes Avas fixed at 1300 francs, or L.GO 
a-year; in the smaller, 1200, or L.iS. The Departmental Councils Avere 
charged AA'ith the procuring of houses, or lodgings and gardens, for the 
bishops, priests, and curates. • The churches Avhich had survived the Revo- 
lution AYcre placed at the disposal of the bishops, and provision made for the 
repair, at the expense of the department, of such as Avere ruinous. Such AA^as 
the establishment Avhich in France emerged from the chaos of the Revolution, 
and such the provision for the ministers of religion made by the nation Avhich, 
in the outset of the convulsions, had confiscated the vast possessions of the 
church, on the solemn •assurance contained in the decree of the Constituent 
Assembly, that it “copinutted the due and honourable maintenance of reli- 
gion and its ministers to the honour of the French people (2).”, 
iwVsfnc- Although the opposition in the Legislature Avas not nearly so for- 
tion whuu midable to the concordat as to the Legion of Honour, a much 
j^^ocMsion- feeling of discontent Avas excited by the change in the Re- 

volutionary party and the army. “Bonaparte,’’ said they, “is striving in 
vain to destroy the remains of the Revolution, and to close every avenue 
against the anti-revolutionary parly, Avhen by his concordat he opens to the 
latter an ample gatcAvay, and Avilh his own hands digs the mine Avhich is to 
blow his edifice into the air.” In truth, such Avas the extraordinary and 
unprecedented extent to Avhich irrcligion had spread under the Republican 
Government, that “ tAvo-thirds of the French people,” according to the 
admission of their oayu historians, “ Avere ignorant of the principles on Avhich 


(l) The numbers were, — 

Tor. Ag.unst. 

Tribunale, .... 78 ... 7 

Legislative Cody, , . 228 . . . ’ 21 

30G 28 

whereas ihc Legion of Honour was only carried by 
a majority of 23G to 158; a striking proof how. 
much irfOre strenuous the opposition was lo any 
approach towards the ic-cslahhshmcnt ofa nobility, 
than even the Christian religion, which was held 
forth as so much the ohject of oblocpiy. — T hicai,- 
DEAU, 2t0. 

(2^ See the Concordat and Ailidcs Organiejues, 
in Nap, Melanges, i. 297> ct setp 

Some very important articles were included iu 
the same treaty relative to the indepcjidence of 
the Ganicaii Clmrch It was prtwidid, •* 1 . That no 
bull, brief, rescript, decree, mandate, or provision, 
or other writing wliatevcr, eutananng fimu the 
Court of Home, c\en concerning individuals, should 
be received, published, printed, or pul in cxecii- 
tirm, without the authority of governirint. 2 . lhat 
sio individual announcing himself as legatee, vicar, 
or commissioner of the Holy See, should, without 
the samcaiUhoiiiy, exercise on the Frejieli territory 


Iisprovi' or elsewhere, any function rcjatlve to 
sioiis In fa* the affaiis of the Gallic.m Church, 
vourofUie 3 . That the decrees of foreig'n convo- 
Gillfcaii cations, not excepting c\en those of 
general councils, should not he pub- 
lished in France, without a previous examination 
by Uie Government, to ascertain whet her they were 
in harmony with the laws and institutions of the 
French Republic, or were in any way calculated to 
affect the public tranquillity, 4* That no national 
or metropolitan cnuncil. dioce«au synod, or other 
dclibciolive assembly, should he held without the 
exproas authority of go\cimuent. 5. That au ap- 
peal should lie to the Council of Stale in eveiy case 
of alleged abuse or inisgovernment on the pan of 
the sujicrioc ecclesiastical authorities; and that 
under this head should be included every infraciinn 
of the rule^ established in the Councils of the 
ChuFLli, every nlleinpt calculated to injure the li- 
berties of the Galilean Church, every infringement 
on llie liberty of public worship, or of the rights 
^vhich the laws scruud to iU luinistors." [ Naji. Me- 
langes, i. 301.] By these aiticics, the Church in 
Fiance was priUic.dly rcndeicd nearly as iridcpea- 
dent of the Papal anlhorily as llie Piolestant esta- 
blishment of Great Bulain, 
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'\icli a nuM'Uro \Ta> fouuiU\l, and it as a ‘itnns^c and ilangcroua 

lunovaUon ” Ihe o|H>0'Uion %\hich il txpericiKX'J \m;s uuIctJ almost m- 
co«cti\ vl'U, lud alTonlotl ihcclurcstcMdcucc of the lurmcious tcuUeiic) of 
thoso uicvun^ of exUnminlion ^hich former 50\cr«mcnu Iml aJoptoJ 
a!;ajnsl the possesions of tlio csttWi'licii church, and how rapull) thecon- 
h'lition of cicloMa'lual propcrt\, founded ou the pretence of apphingit to 
purpo'cs of heuchci nee ind public uiolruction, lead* to the total destruction 
of evcr\ <pctu.s of nJicious belief lni\cisall\ the opinion proailcd that 
the nstoration of the altar was but a prelude to Uiat of llie Uironc, and that 
the concotxht was to be rc^rvlcd asaMikmn pkxlgo for tlic<pccd> re-csta- 
bU'bnuut of the ancient rcyii.ie, i manifesto against all tlie principles of the 
IvtxolutioiK HiC'c feelings w\rc man especial manner prtialcnl among the 
tmlitUN and ilcmocraln jiartux Morwa«» Lanins, Oudlnot,^lclo^, and uunj 
others, opeiilj exprtvMHl their repugnance to the measure, and declined to 
Join the cttviuonx whah took \dtce m ^oln'«l\lmc on the occasion of its 
solemn proclamation said the soldius, «ha\c the RepubUun 

anus been adormxl bv «o mam hands as since they ceased to recciYc the 
bun.\h».liou of the prn.>ts(l> '* 

^apol^5on, howenr, remained hnn» noiwiilistanding all the opposition 
which tooV place» and the loud diseonituls of the capital, the re-cstahh h- 
nuul of public worship was auuouuceJ b\ a proclamation of the comuU,and 
on Uio following daa a grand n.ligious<enmou> took place, in honour of the 
ifoiu occasion, in Notre*lhme VU the great bodies m the state, all the 
con'Utulisi authorltu s attended, and proceeded in great pomp to thecalhedral 
c»rM.w«, On this oeeaMOiufor the tirst time, the «.rranUof the iirst consul ai>- 

IHvarwl in liatra, the foreun ambassadors were mailed to appear 
*‘*'**‘ with all their atlcudautsarrarnlm tlie^ame manner, and annular 
rctfommeiuUtum was advlrassod to <nch of the public fimcuonaries as had 
carnages of their ow n , hut so few of them w ere pos&cssed of that luxurj , 
that the (spn{tagis mavle anry mditUnnt appearance The nuhiar), how- 
cur, were obhgixl to attend mcnat immlx.rs and the brdhauca of their 
uniforms more than coiuiKiisatcd the want of UmI decoration bueli, I ow- 
twer, was the npuguauceofmam of the generals to the cervinom, that it 
TCvpiired all the authority of the lirst consul to make Launch and Uigcrcau 
remain in the lartiage, asluu tla> pcrccued thi> were going to hear miss. 
It prwceesled, ncurlheleacv, with great cWul in the cathedral of Notre-Damt, 
whuhouh eight ai.arsKfore had beinpolltite\l h\ the orgies of the Uoddess 
of lUasou * \Mial thought aou of Uic counoui ■*" ^id Napoleon to Gcne- 
raliklmas, who <u*xkI near himwlunil was concluded It \s-as a hue piece 
of mumuurj,” replied In. "Nothing was wanting lut the million of men 
who haw jwn-dwHl m ordir todcsiroa what \on haw now rc-csiabhshcd ■” 
U was at hrsl intended to haac had the standards blcssexl bj the archbishop, 
but the govtmi enl were obliged to abandon the design, from being given to 
understand, Uiat if this was done, the soldnrswonid trample them under 
their tee t (:i* S.i dithcuU is it to eradicate the jaavsions w Inch have Iwn nureJ 
up during thcfuiuN and conxnlsionsof a tvaoUiUou, and so obsUnalcla da 
mankind, under the inilucne« of pnjm’icc, sometimes resist the estabh'h- 
uunl of tho-sg aej) institutions &a«u wludi lht\ arc thciuselxcs destined to 
rweiae the most u lalbwul adtantagts jo' 

(itr.*c »« iJnSivava^n J-«». »»» * rK^«u«v r"»a»txiT u » tr*4 

> T WiTHKiAT 
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Constrained Immediately after this great change, the observance of Sunday was 
scnances“a't' fo » cei'taiu dcgrcc resumed. It was provided in the concordat, 
Palis. lljjt (]ig government offices should be closed’ on Sunday, and this 
was immediately done. Shortly after, a decree of the consuls directed that 
all marriages should he proclaimed on that day, and the daily service of mass 
began in the Tuileries. Encouraged by so many symptoms of returning favour, 
die clergy made the utmost efforts to induce the first consul to join publicly in 
the more solemn duties which the church prescribed ; but to this he never 
could be brought to consent. “ We arc very well as we are,” said he ; “ do 
not ask me to go farther : you will never obtain what you wish|: I will not 
become a hypocrite : be content with -what you have already gained.” Mass, 
however, was regularly performed at the Tuileries in the morning. The first 
consul went to it on Sunday, and remained during the service, which seldom 
exceeded ten minutes, in an adjoining apartment, with the door open, 
looking over papers, or engaged in his usual occupations. He had considerable 
difficulty in preserving the balance so imperiously required in the head of the 
state, during the first return to religious observances after the revolution- 
ary fever, yet by great firmness he succeeded, during his whole reign, in 
maintaining a just equilibrium between the impassioned characters on both 
sides (1). 

Great joy But although the opposition which the restoration of religion 

cha'ngein mct with in the corrupted population and revolutionary circles 
dep.™™' of Paris was very powerful, it was viewed in a very diflerent light 
ments. in (lie i-nrai districts of France. The peasants beheld with undis^ 

guised delight the re-establishment of the priests, from Avhose labours and 
beneficence they had gained so much in former times; and the sound of the 
village bells again calling the faithful to the house of God, was hailed by mil- 
lions, as the dove with the olive branch, which first announced peace to the 
“ green undeluged earth.” The restoration of Sunday, as a day of periodical 
rest, was felt as an unspeakable relief by the labouring population, who had 
never been able to establish the exemption from Avork on the tenth day, 
Avhich the Convention had prescribed, and were borne down by years of 
continued and unbroken toil (2). But the pernicious ellect of the total cessa- 


cooks, you may do wUh tlicm vvbat you please/' 
Tlio ^YclI•knowu devotion of Rapp to lus general 
procured him impunity for these sort of speeches, 
^vhich lie very irequenlly made; but Debnaswas 
not so fortunate. The first consul was extremely ir- 
ritated at bis reply, wbich made a great noise at the 
time, and he was soon after sent into exile in con- 
sequence. Sec TtllRAC DEAU, 1 64. 

(l) Bour. Jv, Q81, *282. Thib. 166. 

Prudence of The wisdom with which Kapoleon 
NapoI 6 on in rcsH'ained the imprudent zea! of the 
thc^hTcu"^ church party appears in the procecd- 
church ing which took place pn the death of 
patty. Mademoiselle Chamcroi, a celebrated 
opera dancer. The priest of Sl.*Roch refused to re- 
ceive the body into bis church, or celebrate over it 
the solemnities of interment, and this gave rise to a 
vehement dispute between the artists who accom- 
panied the body and the clergy. It came to be dis- 
cussed iu the Council of State, ** It amounts to no- 
thing/’ said the Senator Monge, “but a dispute of 
one set of comedians with another/'— “ Whall^' 
said the first consul, with a severe air. “Yes, citi- 
zen-consul/' replied Monge,** we may say that when 
the grand crosses do not hear us/' But Napoleon 
viewed the matter in a very different light; and oa 
the following day an article appeared in the Moni- 
which bore internal marks of his composition. 


** The curate of St.-Boch, in a moment of hallucina- 
tion, has refused to pray for ^lademoisclle Chame- 
roi, or to admit her body into the church, One of 
his colleagues, a man ofsense, received Ihc proces- 
sion into the church of the Billes Saint-Thomas, 
where tho service ^ 7 as performed witli all the usual 
solemnities. The Archbishop of Paris has suspended 
the curate of .St.-Uocli for three months, to give him 
lim<» to rccnllect that Jesns-Christ commanded us to 
pray even for our enemies; and that being recalled 
by meditation to a proper sense of bis duties, he 
may learn that all lUese superslilious observances, 
the offspring of an age of credulity', or of crazed 
iin-aginalions, lend only to the discredit of true re- 
ligion, and have Iieen proscribed by tho recent con- 
cordat of the Galilean Church,” — •TniDAUDKAu; 166, 
16S. 

April r 4 , i 8 o 2 . (2) The conclusion of the concordat 
ilisailtnlrabJe ivas announced in these clorjurnt 
proclamation mortis in a proclamation issued by 
on the sub- consul. “An insane policy 

nropie of'° sought during the Kevolulion to 

France. smother religious dissensions . under 

the ruin.s of the altar, under Ihe ashes of religion it- 
self. At its voice all those pious solemnities ceased 
ifl which the citizens called each other by the en- 
dearing name of brothers, and acknowledged their 
common equality in the sight of heaven. The dying, 
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lion of all religious instruction and observances for nine jears could not so 
easily be eradicated. A generation bad been educated, vvho nerc ignorant of 
llic very elements of the Christian failhj the frenzj of the Revolution had 
snapped asunder a chain wlucb bad descended unbroken from the AposloUc 
ages. Tlie conscqucnccsof Ibischasm base been to the last degree pernicious 
to the existing generation, and are, it is much to be feared, now irreparable. 
It IS to this cause that we are to ascribe the spirit of irrchgion which has since 
been so peculiarly the characteristic of the Inglicr and urban classes of French 
sociel), and wlncli has worked out its natural consequences throughout all 
the subsequent periods of the empire and the Ucsioration. A nation, which, 
111 its influential classes at least, has lostall respect for religion, is incapable 
of freedom, and can be governed only b) force “Xaturo, lamcn,”sajs Taci- 
tus, “ infirmitalib humanac, tardiora sunt rcmedia quam mala, cl ut corpora, 
lento augcscunt, cilo cxtinguuntur, sic ingcnia sludiaque oppressens facilius 
quam revocavcris.” 

To foreign nations, however, who could notfore«ec the deplorable internal 
effects of this long mlcrruption in religious instruction, the spectacle of France 
again voluntarily returning to the Christian faith was in the highest degree 
acceptable. Contrasting it with the tnoiisirous profanations and wild extra- 
vagances of the irrcligiousfanaticism which had prevailed during the Revolu- 
tion, they deemed it lUo harbinger of tranquillity to us distracted people, and 
peace to Huropo. Itcoiitnbuted more than any circumstance to weaken the 
horror with which the Revolutionary CoTcmmcnl had so long been regarded, 
and opened the way to the estabhsUincnt of more kindly relations, not only 
n governments, but the people of foreign stales. The Em« 

peror of Russia and the King of Prussia publicly expressed llieir 
cuTa'iiThl satisfaction at the auspicious event, forgetting in tbeir joy at the 
triM rcstoraliou of so important a member to the Clinsiian fainil), tho 
jealousy with which a chango so likely to consolidate the jiowcrof the first 
consul might possibly have been regarded. ThcEmperor of Austria sty led it, 
with great fchcify of expression, ** a service truly rendered to all Lurope.” 
And (lie thoughtful and religious every where justly considered the volun- 
tary return of a great nation to the creed of Us falhcrs, from the experienced 
impossibility of living without Us precepts, as the most signal triumph to the 
Christian faith which had occurred since it ascended the Imperial throne, 
under the banners of ConslaiUinc ( 1 ). 

It was as llie first step in a great political improvement, and as closing the 
door against the worst principles of the Revolution, that ^apol^on, in spite 
of so much opposition from Ins own subjects, undertook and earned through 
the concordat with Rome Many persons urged him to tomplelc the system; 
separate the church of France from the Pope, and at once declare himself Us 
head. These persons, however, did not know the real stale of the country, 
and still less the character of the tirst consul. So far from Uunking that he 
could dispense w Uh the court of Rome m settling this mailer, he openly de- 
clared— “ That if the Pope had not existed, it would have been well to have 


leUalon* la (is agon cs, no tongrr bcani ibaicon 
tolin;; ,oice ub (b c<lt$ the Ubritlian lo * bellrr 
wotlil Cod bt useir tefinnl mini froio ibt taco of 
«4lurf. M mstersnftberngiouofVMfil'l*'^ 
jUleoll 0Mr><Hra wm>> o ws- 

loftuno, jour faullj j Ut tl e religioo wb cb unilcs 
Jou 5> 1 d Jiu by iiidis'otul t« cords lo ll* lotirtsls 
of jour cuiilrY. Lrlllo jounsleara froin Jour 
I rtCTj Is vUst. Ibt God of poice >s also It e Cod m 
• nas, and that he lUtoo » bis shield ottr those «bo 


ctHuintforlhe liUcrUrs of Fr-iice Citittot of tl* 
Protertaul fsilh, the law has e«iuallj tiltnded ill 
■ohcliude lo your lulrrest*. Kt the moral tj, »o 
l»rr. so LoTj. >o hrotUrl). which jou profess 
JOM all in lose lo yott «> and repect 

fertia Uws, andi abosesll i esrr permit di | otrs 
on ducirii al poii Is to wcahen that unisemt t luril J 
ssbuhnl -iQxsioa-eiucoUalttaudtumioamll — 
St«UeHas.eti SS.SG. 

(1) Big t« SOd.tlOt 
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.s-.i!,ir.;un.t cvcalod liim for (hat occasion, as the Uoinan consuls created a die- 
wl’uir'.It. (ntor in diHicuu circumstaiu'cs. 'I ho concordat indeed recojjuised a 
foreign authority in religious mutters, which might possibly dis- 
turb the republic on some future occasion; but it did not create it, and, on 
the contrary, brouglH it under restraints more favouralile than could pos- 
sibly have been expected to the interests of the reigning power in l-’rauce. 
By connecting the church \Yith the state, Napoleon hoped to withdraw it 
from foreign or Knglish inllnencc, while by the compiest of Uidy he expected 
to make the Hope the ready instrument of bis will, lie lias himself told us, 
that he never repented of ihisgreal step. — “ The concordat of ISOl,” says he, 
“ was necessary to religion, to the republic, to the government ; the churches 
were closed, the priests persecuted, part of the hislmps were in exile, and in 
the pay of Ihigland, part merely apostolic vicars, without any bond to unite 
them to the state. Tlie concordat put an end to these divisions, and made 
the Catholic apostolic church emerge from its ruins. Napoleon restored the 
altars, caused the disurilers to cease, directed the faithful to pray for the re- 
public, dissipated the scruples of the purchasers of national domains, and 
broke the last thread by which the exiled dynasty eomiiumicated witli the 
country, by dismissing the hishojis wlio resisted the rcconciliallou with llie 
court of Home, ami holding tliem out as rebels to the lioly sec, who preferred 
their temporal iiilerests to the eternal eoncenis of religion (1)." 

Connected with the revival of religion was a great and generous design of 
the first consul, which it would have been well for him if he could have car- 
ried completely into ellect, viz. (he complete restoration of all tlie unallcnated 
national property to the original proprietors. His first project was to muko 
the resliluliou to lliat extent complete, w itii the single exception of the Imild- 
ings devoted to jnihlic estahlisliments; and even to restore the two-thirds 
which had been cut olf from the public creditors by tlie harharons decree of 
1707. He Jiever contemplated, however, tiie restoration of the alienated 
properly, being well aware of the inextricnhic dillicnilies in wliieh that (pics- 
lion was involved, Hnl when the subject was brought forward in the Council 
of Stale, he found the opposition so great llial lie was compelled to modify 
the project so mucii as amounted almost to its total ahandonment. The se- 
verity of the laws against the emigrants hud been gradually relaxed by siic- 
ac, vs.w cessivc edicts. An important change was lirst made by the arriit of 
2Slh of Vendemiaire (2(Jtii Novemher, 18(10 ), which divided the emigrants 
into two classes, from the lirst and most numerous of which the prohibiliou 
was removed'(2). They returned in coiisequeiicc, in crowds; and tlie gales . 
■were opened still more widely by the lenient policy of the Government, 
wliieh directed the minister of police to gram passports of admission to al- 
most all who applied for them, without regard to the formal distinctions es- 
tablished by the decree of the lirst consul. In granting these indulgences. 


(1) i. U5. MtUtigcs. 

Mr, Tox, nfU'r luc jicam of Amiens, \cnturc4 to 
blame Kapoleou iii cunNcr^attun fur uni per* 

mUU’il llic uurriuge of prlc»lbp iu hih clomuitoiis, 
** 1 ilicii hail/’ replicil he/* have, iiectl lo 

pacify. It is with water, and uni oil, (li.tl joti must 
cxtiu;;ui:>h theological volcanoes, 1 would have had 
lessdtrikully in cMahlishing thoCoiifuosion ofAugs- 
liourg iu my empire/*— X^vini.^ojt/ Jfe/anffes^ j, 
121 . 

(2) ^Vll(’u this rtrre/ was unilrr dlsi’ussiim iu llio 
Council nf hlale, jNapoli’ou observed, •* Tlicre arc 
above 100,000 iMiues im these unhappy lists; h is 
enough to turn one's hraJ. iu the general calamity 
ihu lUOot elevated and daugcrous characters cati 


alone cxlrlcalo themselves ; they possess the means 
of purchasing icsliinony in their favour. ’I bus the 
pravtical result is, llut a duhe is struck off the list, 
while a poor l.ihourcr is kept on it. We must cx- 
UicMto the matter hy clashing the emigrants ac- 
cording to certain di .t|nctions, which may ndmit 
cipully persons of .dl descriptions. 'Ihc lists must 
he icduced hy ihrce^fourth^ of il*> number to the 
names of such a» .Trc hnowii to I e hostile lo the tio* 
vcriiiueut. Having tifccled suvh a diininulion, vve 
shall he the heUer eiiahlcd lo distinguish the really 
dangerous eharatlcrs ; lliey will no longer escape 
notice in the troubled flood of m sforlune,’*— Tin- 
CXUOC.VU, D5« 
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Ivapolton was influenced by more than a feeling of pity for the exiled families, 
ho already looked for^^ard to them as the firmest support of liis throne But 
It >\as not >vilhout difficulty that these concessions were made to the aris- 
tocratic parly , the excculu e e\ ca was divided, and the second consul said 
Renrwrd lo him, at tlic Council of State, — “ The existence of the hovem- 
mcnlwill he always precarious when it has not around itself seve- 
emj MU rai iiujiilrcd revolutionary families, uniting in themselves the prin- 
cipal fortunes and offices of the slate, to counterbalance the influence of the 
emigrant noblesse (1) ” 

Ap uaa i8o> On the 29th Apnl, 1802, a general amnesty was published by a 
senatus consultum, which reduced the exiled persons to about a tliousand, 
and the melancholy list tv as, by the indulgence of the police, soon after re- 
uw!i» m duced to a few hundreds Above a hundred thousand emigrants, 
proesm in consequence, returned t 
Imnc/r' tread the soil and breathe i ■ 

the most part of all their possessions, 

The senatus consultum restored to every emigrant who was permitted to 
return, such part of his former property as had not been alienated by the 
stale, but as it was soon found that they began m consequence to cut the 
forests to a great extent, in order to relieve their necessities, it became ne- 
cessary to put a restriction upon this liberahiy, and a subsequent arret pro- 
An* 4 itoi lubited the removal of the sequestration on the woods belonging 
to emigrants, amounting to three hundred arpenis and upwards (2) By a 
subsequent decree of the legislature, it was provided, through the urgent 
representations of the first consul that all successions to which the republic 
bad acquired right as coming m place of the emigrants prior to the IstScp- 
srpt 8 iso* tember, 1802, aud were unahcnaled, should be restored to the 
persons having right to them , that all claims of tho republic on tho emi- 
grants pnor to the amnesty should be extinguished , and that the goods of 
emigrants which had devolved to the republic, and wtre unahenalcd, should 
he declared liable to the claims of their creditors (o) 
iii»a«imty TJiesc measures, how humanely and wisely soever designed by 
m hapoldon, proved almost totally inadequate to remedy the dread- 
o*UVrf ful ev ils produced by the barbarous confiscalioix of properly during 
ro<i6$rt the Revolution lie admits Ibis himself “ My first design,” says 
tou ho was to have thrown the whole unalienatcd property of the 
emigrants into a mass, or sjndical,and divided it according to a certain pro- 
portional scale among the restored families I met with so much resistance, 
Wvever, that 1 was induced to abaodou that design, but I soon found that, 
when 1 came to restore individually to each what belonged to him, I made 
some too rich and many loo insolent Those who had received the greatest 
fortunes proved the most ungrateful U was a sense of tins which induced mo 
to pass the arret, which suspended the operation of the restitution contained 
m the act of amnesty as to all woods above a certain value This wa» a de- 
viation undoubtedly from the letter of (he law , but arcumstanccs imperiously 

i t) TU b 86 t03 Bout it 333 334 Tbe nary rec^iuru iScra (be r <Iei(ruci on (i con* 

3) Oa lb 4 occaa on (he first consul asHl atl« 
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required it; our error consisted in not having foreseen it before the original 
law was framed. This reaction, however, on my part, destroyed all the good 
effect of the recall of the emigrants, and alienated from me all the great 
families. 1 would have avoided all these evils if I had followed out my oi’i- 
ginal design of a syndicat; instead of one discontented great family, I would 
have made an hundred grateful provincial. nobles, who, being all dependent 
on my government for their, subsistence, could have been relied on to the 
last. It is evident that the emigrants had lost their all; that they had em- 
barked their property on board the same vessel, and what was rescued from 
the waves should have been proportionally divided. It was a fault on my part 
not to have done so, which is the more unpardonable that I had entertained 
the idea; but I was alone, surrounded by thorns; every one was against me, 
time pressed, and still more important affairs imperiously required my at- 
tention (1).” ' 

Immense • But in truth, even if the projects of Napoleon could have been 
S eln! carried into complete effect, they would have remedied but a small 
m^birer"^' consequent on the frightful confiscation of private 

tccts. property which took .place during the Revolution. From a report 
made by M. Ramel on the finances of the Republic, it appears that before the 
year 1801 there had been sold national domains to the enormous amount of 
2,bbb,000,000 francs, or above L.100,000;000 sterling; and that there re- 
mained to sell property to the amount of 700,000,000 francs, or L.28, 000,000 
sterling (2). "When it is recollected that during the greater part of this period, 
the national domains, from the. insecure tenure by which they were held, 
and the general confusion," were sold for a few years^ purchase, it may be 
conceived what a prodigious mass of landed property must have been torn 
from the rightful proprietors in this way, and how fatal was the wound thus 
inflicted on the social system of France. Mr. Burke declared at the outset of 
the Revolution, that without complete restitution or indemnification, to all 
the dispossessed proprietors, it would be impossible to construct a stable 
constitutional monarchy in France (o), and the result has now completely 
established the justice of bis opinion. The want of a landed aristocracy to 
coerce the people, on the one hand, and restrain the executive on the other, 
has ever since been felt as the irreparable want in the monarchy ; its absence 
was bitterly lamented by Napoleon (4), and all the attempts of subsequent 

(1) Las Cas. ii. 221, 222. ^ outanysortordistinctiQn.tUcpurcliasersofiiatio- 

Cousiderabicalarua was excited anion glue holders nal domains. In truth, to have trusted the fortunes 
of jialioiuJ domains by tfiese proceedings in fav.our of the republic, when it was assailed with the united 
of the emigrants. To alhy tliain, the following ar- forces of Europe, to have united their private for- 
ticlc .appeared in the Moniteur ; — The first duty of • tunes to tliose ofthe state in such a period of anxious 
the French people, the first principle of the r^epuh- alarm, must ever constitute .i claim on the gratitude 
lie, ever must be, to preserve untouched, and'wilh- of tlie stale and the people." — TiiiBiUDSiu, 176. • 

• (2) Compte rendu, par Ramel. Slat, de la France, 545. 

The jiei'iods during which this prodigious confiscation of private property took place were as follow 
From 17th M.iy, 1790, to l8lh Jan.i 1795, the sales of national do- 

mains,'chicliy church property, produced, 1,500,000.000, or L. 60,000,000 

From Jan. 18 , 1795, to Sept. 20. 1795, • GU.438,000, or 24,500,000 

From Sept. 20, 1795, to Nov. 25, 1797 316,464,000. or \ 12,750.000 

From Nov. 25, 1797, to June 30, 1801 . . 127,231.000, or 5,800,000 


2,555,133.000 or L.103,050,000 

— See Compte Rendu de Ramel, Slat, de la Franee, 545. 

(3) Burke v. 289, ct seq. blessc. There were but two lines In take ; that of 

(4) “ 1 am now convinced,” said he, “ that I was extirpation or fusion. The first rould not for a mo- 
jn the wrong in my arrangements with the faubourg ment be entertained ; the second was by no incatis 
St.-Grrmaiii. 1 did too much and too little ; enough easy, but I do not think it was beyond my strength, 
to excite jealousy iu the opposite parly, and not I was fully aware of its importance.- It was incuni- 
cnougU to attach to my interest the restored no> bent on us to complete the fusion ; to cement the 
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govcrnmcnls to construct a constitutional ilironc, or Catabh^h public frccOora 
on a durable basis, base failed from Uie absence of that element, ^cllhc^^a- 
polconnor the Bourbous sscre cier strong enough to attempt the rcstiluliou 
of the couliscalcd estates at the expense of the four millions of landed pro- 
prietors among \shoni thej were now divided. The conclusion, to be drawn 
from this, howcier, is not that Mr. Burke’s and >apolron’s opinion were 
erroneous, or that the fabric of libcrlj can be ci ccicd on the basis of robbery 
and spoliation ; but that the national sms of France had been so great, that 
reparation or restitution was impossible, and she has received the doom of 
perpetual servitude in consequence. 

Mr.«m 'Mien so nianj great ideas were passing through the mind of the 
consul, the imivortaiil subject of public instruction, and the 
progress of science, could not long remaind unnoticed. Insatiable 
in hU desire for c\cr) specie* of glory, he aspired, like Charlemagne, not 
only to extend the froniicrs, and ciiliaiicc the renow u of the repubhc, but to 
construct a inonuuicut to science, wlucli should perpetuate its fame to the 
latest gciicraliou. \\ hen he ascended the con>ular throne, the slate of know- 
ledge and public insiruelioii was In the highest degree deplorable. The old 
estabhshmenu ofcducaiiou, which were fur the most part in ihchandsof the 
clergy, and endowed from cccloiaslical foundations, had shared the fate of 
all tlic feudal itistilutiou*, and perished alike w iih ihcir hlcsMiigs and their 
cTiU. Buriiig the tong interregnum of ten years which inters cned under the 
rcsolutiotiary goscrutucut, public instruction was generally luglcctcd, and 
religious education, by far Us most iui|>ortanl department, entirely ceased, 
except in a small aud persecuted class of society . Not that the Cons ctiliou had 
os crlookcd this gtcal subject of general instrucUon; on the coulrary, they 
were full) aware of Its ttn(iorlancc, and lud done their utmost, during the 
distracted and stormy period that they held the reins of gosrnimcnt, to rdi 
up the chasm. They established scscral sctniiiancs of mcilictne, the Poly- 
(rclitnc «chooi, which afterwards attaiiirJ such diNcrscd ctlcbrily, satious 


partment; and to them is due the foruialtoii of the l.isilluir; which m> long 
kept alls elite torch u(»cieiicc during the iiiclanchuly night of muilcrn ciilli- 
salioti But ih(‘%c riTorls, how nicritonous «ocsi.r, were wholly inadequate 
to iciiicdy the cstUsshuli the Ucsolulioii had produced. The distracted «lale 
of the country, after the suhscrsioii of all its intlilultuns, rauwit no educa- 
tion to !« of any saliir hut such as Iciidsd at once toudlilary adsai.ccmcut; 
and the abohuuu of religious iustruciiun, rendered alt tlut was, or rouU U*, 
taught to the grca» body of the people, ofhttle practical Uiiciit. liiJtf d<- 
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Fnncc aniklsl incessant declamations in favour of general 
mocralic rule, nance, . • , „„ lijrhis of the limes, was rapidly 

illumiiialion, imJ ° dcciicr than the gloom ot the middle ages (IJ. 

sinking into a state or. la ,,,, conncil of 

By f inslfuctio... It was fonnded on. 

Slate a Itrojaar*;; “ „u P „j„£j,ion of the people, cpecial- 

singnlai- P™'"! d jn anxiety to train np a body of favoured yonng 

0 W leading featnres Schools of 

men m ‘'■‘“\„slrncllon in the eotninuncs were every where perm. - 
prmtarl , contributed nothing to their snpporl, and the 

n... as they could obtain from their 

teachers were ® . ||,o next in gradation, were placed on the same 

scholars. . , 1 . 0 . ihey could not be established without the 

footing, with this 3/^ .SCur of the executive was reserved 

special aulhoii i . ^vhich, under the name oflyceumsand 

for academies of the ° number of ihirly in dinerent parts of 

special schools, ,vere the masters fiaid by the stale, but 

tbeRepubhc,and a °vere also maintained at the public expense, 

the scholars, b-lOO in ^ required to be married; a regulation 

The teachers in fl'f “ o,n on share in the higher branches of 

intended 1» Stover “as made of religion in any part of the 

'd«f rroleS— Odneation of little real service to the labour- 

ins classes of the com^ plan of concentrating the rays of govern- 

Oct i, isi'j. lollo^^lUo hr-inrlips of kiiowlcdge, ihc sum of 60,000 

ment favour upon .the liighci j progress of French philosophy 

francs (L.2100) was set aside ““SlS «s insiimtsd ; a sinatns con- 
ineleciricityandgtdianism, g ^ stranger who had 

suUum awarded the righ s 0 I- ^ 

oct. is.tboj. resided a ycai in U oi- art; the Institute was divided 

public by ‘"“ember received a pension of 1300 francs, or 

into four classes, and . fco,uuiercewasestablishedineach 

" council-general of commerce at 

The rapid =--smn^ obiects,^.-^^^^^^ lra“fal ef^^S 
fueouraged the Boyate^, composed a play, entitled 

t:X:d'toSand,.Mv Jh Na^ 


glSSSHEis 

estaWis^ 

ihre'sAooL'any youos 


oTaaT. o. .he ttritty. 1 Lave vo 

„ bub-lieutcattl. -y “ of a 

cillter drawn Oom The lion of the Re- 

man altacbcd to nentlc-nien were to 

Un “bim Tlmy wonld Ln L compelled to fly 

waken bim, limy . atlaebed soever 

To bis nvourUe "system of fusing together the oppo- 
to bis I. your y Napoleon bad no no- 

Uon^of exlending it to the armed force of the state. 


_i.Tiiii:-v“UOAe, 130. 131^- 


.Tiiir-veuoAe, lao. an.- .. 

fal 'riiib. 134, 141. Norv.ii 189, InO. 
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Icrcslcd m tho misfortune^ of the exiled prince, hut the wana dud enthu* 
siasnc applause* nlach ensued as the piece advai cetj, ronrmced him iJwt il 
could not be permitted Milliout risk It vas interdicted, and the author 
counselled to improic his health b] iraseljii)^, he retired to Husstjy and 
remained therefor a ycar(l}. 

X general sjstcai uos non set on foot for the mamtcuance of the rerpiKiic 
forces by sea and land, and the tu»lrucliou of the }uung olliccrs In the rudi- 
ments of Uic mihtarj art. I kii of 120,000 men na< orJcrctl, onc-lulf 
of which was destined to replace the di'^chargcd \eicrans, and the other 
to form an army of rcscncf2_) It the »iamc Umc, a project was di'cus*cd 
for the formaiiou of a lixcd hod) of seamen, disided iiilo rcaiincnts, and 
lo each \csscl m the na \5 Trugutt oti'crved, “If>ou 
have oulv commerce )ou will never want sador*i, and the) will 
mT/* cost nothing; il is onU when a nation has iio Iraile tlut it is 
ncces*ary to lev) sailors, mucli Iotie,er tune ts reipnrcd Id form a «aitor 
than a soldier, the latter may be trained to all his dune's in «ix ntonlhs 

»'3poUoa replied, “There never wasa griatcr mistake, notliiu:; 

I u more dangerous than to propagate such optiuous , if acted 

iiTit upon, Ihcv would >.peeilii) lead to ilic UinaoIuIiuii of our attiiy. 
At Jcinappc^, there were iifty thousand I reach ar.aiusl tune thouvand \u<- 
triaiis, during the tirst four vears of the war all the hostile operations were 
condiicteHl in the tno.t ridiculous manner It was neither the volunteers 
nor the recruits who vlv^l tlie llcpuhhc, it was llic Ih), 000 old troops of 
the mouarchv, and the di'chargcd veterans whom the llcvoliitioa {iii{ellcd 
to the frontiers I’art of the recruits dent led, ])vrt dicii, a Muall proportion 
onlv remained, who, lu i rocess of time, form gotxl <*dihcrs N\hj have ilio 
Homans dune sucti great things* Hecau^e six }car»* liMruciiutt were with 
tliciri iei}Uirc\t la uuko a soldier \ legiiii coni|>ovtd of three ihou«an I 
such tiieit was worth ihirtv thousin lurdiuar) Irou] » NMlIi iifliTii lliouund 
men such astlie guard*, I would any whert Uat forty thousand )qu will 
not «ooii liud me engaging in war wuha i atmv of Ticruits 
“In lids great project we must not be »lan!id by ixpciuc .No Inland 
boatmen wdl ivtr vuluuiatily gs to tic vea*] arts \\r luiivl nuke It a 
lualler of nccc«vi(v lUc con^ctipllon for the maniu. should rumn ciue at 
ten or twelve v<ars of agt, ihr nuiisbuulJ amuunl to lv>rlie llninani, 
au 1 sene all llKir live* )\t. are told there i* i > suth natal c in*ctij tlun in 
} ngland, but the ev^uiplr is nui juralhl 1 i}.,)jn 1 has an imm<u*o evlcnl 
ofnuHs winch furmsli her with abuudaiuc of sratueii We have a luui- 
|uralivrlc *«)4)| imvI, and boi few wamen Naiti/e has li-tJi jd.gj/JJy t> 
us iu this {tailicu’ar, we inu*i su| 1 1) its defects by arliheul i icars ” lu 
twk •»-». piirujanre of iJn *<» j rincij Irs «rrtl j{ j < arc J »j»^n the Hh ••*** 
toLer, winch Uul the (oundaliou of ihccuu-Hrij tioii for the naval service t,f 
1 ranee (j) 

\lmul the same time a j rojesi was Ltv u^ht Ufore Uic Cuuud Ur the 
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bul the war les however, advanced hy Napoleon in 

carried into exccnliou. Ihc 1 ‘ , .joj. Hicir Avisdom and sagacity, 

support of the pvoposal, ‘ govern the colonics hy force; 

Nov. iboj. “ honhtlcss, said , iiiniicc Government mnst he 

hnt there can he no { feoioides, and for this pnr- 

informed as to ; for it is not 

pose, it I’" i^lor^'of jistiJe, that the ruling power does 

sufticieut to acquire the olnnac a J j \^,osl distant subjects of the 
what is right. It is also ‘ and this they will never 

empire should he convinced . t d ^yere the 

hq, unless they arc 'j ' 

Council of Slate composed of oi oC s sunicieiU unless the colo- 

every thing that should he do , impartially heaid. 

nisls had the conviction that d‘ . j 5 ,^ order to form it that au 
All power mnst he founded on ’.j^oensahle. At present there is no 

institution similar to that . j- ,r between France and the colonies; 

constitutional channel to the intentions of the 

the most absurd reports aic m c ‘ j,jformcd as to the real ^yarlls and 

central government, and d 'S y jf Government had, on the other hand, 

necessities of its distant possess • .^^ould become acquainted with the 
a colonial representatiou ^o U-ausmit it in dispatches to its colonial 

truth, it would proclaim it, an 

subjects. . , I,., VO onnosile interests; the first is that 0 

“ Commerce and the colonics ha\ 11 producers. INo 

■ purchasers and cousumcrs, produce lhan 1 am hos.esed 

Loner is U proposed lo “c°uuumce in Fra., ce, but no oire 

rvilli memorials from i'".'',? l“|,„,„i„„ics- iho law, rvliolovor il is, airiyos 

advances any thing in behalf of Uie co^^^^^ i,, ,t tong 

there in unmitigated rigour, " ,|,cir Interests have been 

eiLplained, or their reeeiy.ng any toonists are Frenchmen, 

balanced with those of the “'ber sid ■ “ burdens, and the least that 
and our brothers; they hear a port of 1 ^ shadow of a repio- 

can bo done for them in return is to gtie tlicm 

#» ... rrl »cll • 


sentatiou. •„ iho colonies the partisans of the Englisu; 

“ Many persons here see only m ih ” ^\jem to every species of 
that is held out merely as a pretext bj espoused the cause of the 

insult. Had I been at Martmique I sho^^ Had any of 

English; for the first of social duties s P e proclaim liberty to the 
your philanthropic liberals come on to ^^.^rhead. lu the 

blacks or the Arabs, I would have ° whites to the ferocity 

ATest Indies similar enthusiasts h«ivc de Selims of such madness beino 

of the blacks, and yet they complain of ^.fricaiis when they 

discontented. How is it possible .to ignorant even of Avhat a 

are destitute of any species of ’ ge that had the 

colony or a mother country is. Do doing, they would have 

Constituent Assembly been owaie wh Y persons at that tim 

given liberty to the blacks? Certainly not , bu t P 

tere sufficiLtly far-sighted t^.^resee the ^esuU, a^^^^ after the experience 

are ever powerful with excited . igg cannot be done in good fai 

we have bad, to maintain the same p P p^dence or hypocrisy ('!)• . 

- ' ’■ of overweening scU-connucu 


\VC nave nau, - - . 

it can be the result only of overweening 


Cl) TUib. 117, 121. 
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"Words of true poliUcaUMsdora, which demonstrate how admirablj qualified 
Napoleon was to ha\e held, with just and even hands, the reins of power 
in a vast and varied empire, and which have since become of still greater 
value from the contrast they afford to the measures subsequently pursued 
by another slate, in regard to far greater colonial dependencies, and vviUi 
the lamentable result of former rashness even more forciblj brought hefore 
Its eyes(l^. 

FinanfM Francc, Loth under the monarchy and during the course of the 

uirraoce Rcvolution, hkc cvcry ether country which has fallen under 
despotic poncr, bad become burdened with an enormous and opprc:>sivc 
land-tax. The dear produce of the direct contributions m ibe ^ ear 1802 w as 
273,000,000 fraacs, or L 11,000,000 sterling, which, on the net amount of 
agricultural labour m the llepublic, was about twcnij per cent (2). This im- 
mense burden was levied according to a scale, or cadastre,” at which it was 
estimated the land was \\ ortU , and as the smiles of gov ctnmenl favour were 
bestowed ou the oOicial persons employed in making the surveys iii a great 
degree m proportion to the aniouiit to which they contrived to bring up the 
revenue of their districts, the oppression cxcroscd m many parts of the coun- 
try was extreme, and the Icss likely to be remedied, ibatitfcll on a numerous 
body of detached little proprietors, incapable of any cffectiv c or simultaneous 
»«i"r*8B obtain redress The “cadastre,” or scale of valuation, had 

e* caiitiir* been of V cry old standing m France, as it regulated the imlle and 
vinglimcs, which constituted so large a portion of the revenue of tho 
monarchy (3) Dy a decree of the National Assembly of i6ih September j79i, 
sanctioned by (he King on (he 23d September m the same year, the method 
prescribed for tixingihc valuation was asfollows.— “>Micn the levy of llio 
land-Us m the territory of any community shall commence, tho surveyor 
charged with tho operations shall make out a scheme in a mass which shall 
exhibit the general result of the valuation, and its division m sections. Ifo 
shall then make out detailed plans winch shall constitute the parcelled v alua- 

( 1 } it IS oUerTcd by Mr llnmc, lUat (b* remote wixlom ot i tibc [Jrt of rolonial coTtrnmrnt 
]iroTinccs and colonial drpe idcncies of* thus drvrloi cj br Hapolcou. lompand vith Ibo 

empire, tra alwajs better adm 0 stered Ilian lb<ua u . • ■ 

of a popular sorrri ineni, aud (bat ilie reason •>. w « 

that an Uncunlrolkd moBarrb ben g equal); el'eal- In . . • ■ 

ed aboTe all Ins sul jevti, an I not luorr depeudcDt aliiaii - iiiusiriiiou ui .uo ^ ^ . - « 

on OHO class llian Aiiolber eiews ihcmal). conqisra Lapland •'sU uUiwalcI; lose her ipleodid ccdoniil 
tiTcl; speoking wilb equal ^es wberrasafree empire, from ibe suiae cause «b ch prored fatal to 
aulc IS ruled b; one boilj ofcitseiis wlio baro ibal of AU eus, Cartbage, and Vcui.e, via tlietcl 
oblaii ed ibe uiasircjofaa vtbrr aiidgoerru ca Hsb sjstesM vf legi. alion eacluM.rl; ade| ted lolbe 
til u*tlj ibe more Ji»U t setlJeiaeoCr of <b« em lalemt or dirrcled bytiepnvuJiiooftbeWJers 
pire, and are consrqurnilj actuated b; person tl «f joliiical power in Ibe centra of llie stale aud tbs 
jealou.y or paUiinoiiial luterrsls, m tlieir « id«J» geicral neglect of tbe wisl es ot its remote ajid 
ours to preteui tl eia rroin obtain ng ibe adeaDlagn unrejircsenlrd coloaial drpeodeociis 
of u iifonn »ud equal Irgislaiion The admirable 

(3) MM. Lavo siet and I’eucbitestiiiiaU tbs total ae icuil 
duce of trance >11 ISOS at, , , 

Scailsticai de iroduce. c’cdocitug coat of Prodwctioo. 

tala Uirc I Taxes falliog ou laud, 

Ind red Taxes, • 

Drawu I j tbe owners of (be soil, . 

So that of tbe nrt produce of Ibe soil > ntsball 
was eliaoibed iD taxaliou eu I no lets iban 30 per 
cent take ■ (rum the ) ropriclors in a ^ reel farm , a 
signal proof bate Utile Ibe brrucb peasaulrr bait 
gaii ed. III atirsial on of bucdrnsal least by ibo 
recullof (be Rreulutiou.— See fai cast', ^{er Jtia 
/ranee. 385 25? 

Tbe coinui tlee of tbe Contliluci I Awrmi ly, wbo 
reported III I7V0 ou this subject, rslimaled tbenci 
tcfrilirui reTciueoflrs cc at | VOO in Ibo le. or 
Leo 1)00 000 M CsnibJ, slice rarious late rxnsa 
calcabiiuui, caUioatesit talSlS.al 1 300,000,000t 


Card It at 1 321000 000. or UJ J thna uw.— oie 


4 fixed (be laud lax at 3(0 000 000 ler<«f, M 
0,300 OOd sod. Wivh the »s|.ei>ws of ciJ eclico. 
0 Ova OOt) franca, or L 13 000 000, being » '««« 
Ibe I Home ofescry Undrd f topnetot (Ou* d« 
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lions of the community.” These directions were justly and impartially con- 
ceived; but the dilliculty of forming just and equal valuations in a country 
so immensely subdivided, and of such vast extent as France, was extreme; 
and, during the license and tyranny of the Revolulion, the most flagrant 
inequality prevailed in the land-tax paid in diflerent parts of the country. 
We have the authority of Napoleon’s finance minister in 1802 for the asser- 
tion, that in every district of France, “ there were some proprietors who were 
paying the fourth, the third, and even the half, of their clear revenue, while 
others were only rated ala tenth, a twentieth, a fiftieth, or an hundredth (I).” 
The gross injustice of such a system naturally produced the most vehement 
complaints, when the restoration of a regular government alTorded any 
prospect of obtaining redress. The consular, government, during the whole 
of 1802, was besieged with memorials from all quarters, selling forth the in- 
tolerable injustice which prevailed in the distribution of the land-tax, the 
utter ineflicacy of all attempts which had been made in preceding years to 
obtain from the councils or prefects of the departments any thing like equa- 
lity in the valuation, and the complete disregard which both the Convention 
and Directory had evinced towards the loud and well-founded complaints of 
the country (2j. 

The matter at. length became so pressing, that it was brought before the 
Council of State.— The magnitude of the evil did not escape the penetration 
of the first consul (o). The formation of a valuation was decreed, proceeding 
on a dilTerent principle. This was to adopt as the basis of the scale, a valua- 
tion, laid, noton parcels of ground, but on masses of the same kind of culti- 
vation. This system, however, although in appearance the most equitable, 
was found by experience to be attended with so many difficulties, that its 
execution did not proceed over above a fifth of the territory of the Republic, 
and it was at length abandoned from the universal complaints of its injustice. 
The discussion of the “ cadastre” was again brought forward, and made the 
subject of anxious consideration in 1817, but the inequality of the valuation 
still continued, and is the subject of loud and well-founded complaints at 
this hour. In truth, such are the obstacles thrown in the way of an equal 
valuation by individual interests, and such the difficulties with which llie 
execution of such a task is attended, from the variation in the amount of the 
produce of the soil, and the prices which can be got for it at different times 

(1) Bac dc Gacla, ii. 261* 

(2) Due lie Gactn, ii. 257- 

(3) “Your system of land-tax/’ said he, in the 
Council of State, “ is the vrorst tii Kuropc, The 
result of it is., that there is no such thing as properly 
or civil liberty in the country; for ^vhat is freedom 
witliout security of property? There can he no 
security in a country where the valuation on which 
the lax proceeds can be changed at the will of the 
surveyors every year. A man who has 3,000 francs 
of real a-year (li>t20) cannot calculate upon having 
enough next year to exist ; every thing may be 
swept away by the direct tax. We see every day 
questions about fifty or a hundred francs gravely 
pleaded before the legal tribunals, and u mere sur- 
veyor can, by a simple stroke of the pen, surcharge 
yon severrd thousand franrs. Under such a system 
there cannot be' said to be any properly in the 
country. When I purchase a domain, 1 know 
neither what 1 have got, nor what I should do.iu 
regard to it. lu Lombardy and Piedmont there is u 
fixed valuation ; every one knows what he is to pay; 
no extraordinary contributions are levied but oii 
extraordinary occasions, and by the judgment of a 
solemn Irilmnal. If the contribution is augmented, 


every one, by applying it to liis valuation, knows 
at onre what he bas to pay*'' In such a country, 
therefore, properly may truly he said to exist. Why 
is it that w'c have never bad any public spirit in 
France? Simply because every proprietor is obliged 
to pay his couit to the tax-g.ithcrers and surveyors 
of his district; if he incurs their displeasure ho is 
ruined. U is in vain to talk of appealing; the judg- 
ments of the courts of review arc arbitrary. It is 
for the same reason that there is no nation so ser- 
vilely submissive to the government as France, be- 
cause properly depends entirely upon it. In Lom- 
bardy, on the other hand, a proprietor lives on his 
estate without feeling auy disquietude as to who 
succeeds to the government. Nothing has ever been 
done XU France to give security to property. The 
man who shall devise an equal law on the subject 
of the cadastre will deserve a statue of gold.” [Bign, 
i- 221* Thib. 179.] What an instrurtivc testimony 
as to the amount of security which the Revolution 
had conferred upon properly in France, and the 
degree of practical freedom whiih had been en- 
joyed, or public spirit developed, under its luuUL 
furious deiuociralic administrations ! 
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to be impossible 

I inerilablc attcn- 

, - w der the very best 

system of local administration The only taxes nliich, ate, comparatucly 
speaking, equal, just, and unfcli, are indirect burdens, ^\blc^l, being laid on 
consumption, are loluntanly incurred, disguised under the price of the 
article, and accurately proportioned to the amount of expenditure of each 
individual (1) 

I midst of thc*^ great designs of Napoleon fox the recoii- 

Hton »t‘*'^-slruciion of society m France, be experienced llic greatest au- 
Doyancc from the independent, and sometimes cutting language 
used by the popular orators m discussing the projects sent from the 
Council of Stale to'Uie Tribunate Though friendly to a free and unreserved 
discussion /if eicry subject m the first of these bodies, ulucli sat uith closed 
doors^ the Qrst consul u as irritated to the last degree by the opposiliou ubicli 
lus mea^UTCs cspencoccd m the only part of the legislature which retamed a 
shadow even oflpopular consiituiioii, and openly expressed Ins resolution to 
gel quit of an institution w hich reminded the people of the dangerous pow ers 
winch they had exercised during the anarchy of llic Revolution lie loved 
unfettered arguments m presence only of men competent to judge of the 
subject, but could not etj^durc (he puhlic Uaratigue> of tlie tribune, mlcndcd 
to catch the ears, or excite the passions of au ignorant populace (2; On 
arifious occasions, durfug tlm course of i802, his displeasure was strongly 
cxtitcd by the cbulhiioiis of republican spirit or spleen winch occasionally 
'' took place in (he Tribunate In expression in the treat) w itli Russia roused 
the indignairon of the veteran democrats of the Revolution It was provided 
Mbat ** the two contracting partica should notpcnnil ilicir respective subjects 
to cnlcrlamany corrcspondcnccwiih foreign powers ’ When the treaty came 
to be discussed aUiic Tribunate, this expression gav e rise to an angry discus- 
sion Thibaut exclaimed, “ The French are ciiircns, and not subjects ” 
Chenier observed, “ Our armies have combated ten years that wo should re- 
main citizens, and w c tiav c now become subjects Thus arc accomplished the 
wishes of the two coalitions ” ^apolton was highly displeased with these 
symptoms of a refractory spirit “\Miat,” said be, “ would these dcclauiicrs 
be at? It was absolutely necessary that my government should treat ou a 
footing of equality w iili that of Russia I would hav c become contemptible lu 
the eyes of all foreign nations if I had yielded to tlicsc absurd pretensions ou 
the part of the Tribunate Tlicsc gentlemen annoy me to such a degree that I 
am strongly tempted to be doncat oiicc with tlicin (o) ’ 

Import, t \noilicr law was brought forward about the same tune, wliicli 
excited a sidl more vchcmonl ojipO'iUon on the part of the public 
"ir orators It related to certain changes in the constitution of the 
Jp w'of judges intrusted with live arrest of individuals and the nmnicijial 
ih.t wy police Tiicsc powcfs wcrc, by the existing law, invested in the 
hands of the jujffs dc pula’, who were still *ippomtcd by llio people, the pro- 
posed cinngc took this branch of jurisdiction from these functionaries, and 
vested It in a small number of judges appumted for that special purpose by 
tlic government, who were to lake coguizancc of the crimes of robliery, 

Gatti lu 2Sa nuacr <Ic Ursi un » lU tns 1 1 uf lib uet Wt 

(2) lour r ti Til li IS3 sbnvll S ft fi n ly d .ruiiionj u u toy Couuc I vf 

llo oftr ». a «o U»r lead ns ora or* of »*>• S***' *-T« IVd 

TrutiXr— Inal ad or dn a D usf ootU ti tajSoufitjS; Ilibiyg.OT 
batte nliy do >011 niA couia d vbo &U 
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plan, ■\>hich ■nas lo dnide the Tribunate into fi^e sections, corresponding to 
the dn isions of the Council of State; that the proposed Ians should be secretly 
transmitted from the section of the Council of State lo the corresponding sec- 
tion of the Tribunate; that they should hesecrcUy discussed in the Tribunate, 
and between the Tribunate and theCouncii of State by three orators appointed 
on both sides, and no public discussion take place except by three orators, 
mutually in like manner chosen, between the Tribunate and the Go^ eminent 
pleaders ' ■ I ‘i . ■ jCj that 

It tended . ; ‘ . -where 

It still exi ■ ‘ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ^apo- 

leon replied - “I cannot see that. E\cnif it were so, a constitution must bo 
moulded by circumstances, modified according to the results of experience, 
and ultimately constructed in such a way as not to impede the 
tbt* bjwt necessary action of Government My project secures a calm and 
rational discussion of the laws, and upholds the consideration of the Tribu- 
nate. AThat does the Tribunate mean? nothing but the tribune, lliat is, the 
power of rational discussion. The Government has need of such an addition 
to its means of information but wrhatisihc use of an hundred men to discuss 
the laws introduced by thirty? They declaim, but do nothing of real utility. 
AVo must at length organize the constitution in such a manner as to allow the 
Government to advance ^o one seems )et sulDcicnUy impressed'witli the 
necessity of giving unity to the executive; until that is cO'cclcd, nothing can 
bo done An universal disquietude prevails, speculation, exertion of every 
kind IS arrested. In a great nation the immense majority of mankind ever are 
incapable of forming a rational opinion on public alToirs Every one must 
contemplate, at some period or another, the death of the first consul , in that 
case, without a cordial union of the constituted authorities, all would bo 
lost(i;.’‘ 

The opposition, however, was very powerful against these great alterations; 
and Napoleon, whose prudence m carrying through political changes was 
equal to his sagacity in conceiving them, contented himself, at the annual 
renewal of the constitution, with an arrrt of the Senate, that thenceforward 
the duties of the Tribunate and the Legislative Body should be exercised only 
by the citizens who were insenbed on the two lists as the first elected to con- 
tinue the exercise of the national functions The great change of the consti- 
tution involved in the mutilation of the Tribunate, was reserved for ibe 
period when NapoltJon was lo be elected first consul for life, ati event which 
soon aflcrw ards took place (S). 

w Influenced not merely by ambition, but a profound and philoso- 
ro?‘.ui'f»r existing slate of France, Napokon had firmly 

”!•*“ resolv cd to conv ert the republic into a monarchy , and not only seat 
himself on the throne, but render the dynasty hereditary in his family, or 
those wh 
apparent 
nations, 
exist in c 

classes w - _ . , o 

such msliluiions; exposed lo all the sources of discord and corruption arising 
from a powerful military force, selfish and highly civilised manners, and ilio 
inducncc of a vast revenue, placed in the midst of the great military mo- 
narchies of Europe, who were necessarily hostile to such institutions, from 


(l)Ttiib 239 3}| 


(3) n»J 333 
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the experience they had had of the evils with which they were attended to 
all the adjoining slates, France could not by possibility avoid falling under 
the government of a single individual. Napoleon had no alternative but to 
restore the Bourbons, or seat himself on the throne (1). 
inrcs.ant Duriug tlic wholc of 1802, tlie efforts of Government were incessant 

efforts of o 11 .,', 

Govern- to extend monarchical ideas by means of the press, and the private 
spread mo- influence of all persons in olficial situations. Lucien Bonaparte has 
Kieasl''''^ been already noticed a's one of the earliest and most zealous pro- 
pagators of these new opinions a year before ; but as they came forth at too 
early a period,'^ and somewhat startled the public, he was rewarded for his 
services by an honourable exile as ambassador at Madrid. But in the succeed- 
ing season, the change of the public mind had become so evident, that it was 
no longer necessary to veil the real designs of Government; and the appoint- 
ment of Napoleon to the consulship for life was accordingly zealously advo- 
cated by all persons in prominent situations. Roederer supported it with all 
the weight of his acute metaphysics ; Talleyrand gained for it the suffrages 
of the whole diplomatic body. Arbitrary power advanced with rapid steps 
in the midst of general declamations in favour of order and stability; whoever 
spoke of liberty or equality was forthwith set down as, a Jacobin, a Terrorist, 
and looked on with suspicious eyes by all the servants of Government. The 
partisans of revolution, finding themselves reduced to a miserable minority, 
retired into the obscurity of private life, or consoled themselves for the ruin 
of their republican chimeras, by the personal advantages which they derived 
from situations round the consular throne (2). 

The attempt The project for appointing Napoleon consul for life had failed a 
li thcs.o.'“ months before, when the prorogation of that appointment for 
ten years look place. Napoleon affected at that period to decline' 
such an elevation; the two other consuls, acquainted with his real desires, 
insisted that it should be forced upon him ; and it was so carried in the Council 
of State by a majority of ten to' seven. Lanfrede, who brought up the report 
of the committee of the Senate on the subject, and was not in the secret, pro- 
posed only a temporary prorogation; Despinasse moved that it should be for 
life. But Tronchet, who was president, and whose intrepidity nothing could 
overcome,'held firm for the first proposal, and it was carried by a majority of 
sixty to one, Languinais alone voting in the minority. Tronchet was neither 
a republican nor a courtier; he preferred a monarchy, but notwithstanding 
his admiration for Napoleon, he feared his ambition. He said of Napoleon, in 
a company where several senators were assembled : — “He is a young man; 
he has begun like Ca;sar, and will end like him ; I hear him say too frequently. 


(1) Big. ii. 231. Thib. 236. 

(2) Big. ii. 231,232. Tbib. 236. 

Strong op- remarkable, that while all 

position of around the first consul beheld with 
Jo>6pI)mc undisguised satisfaction his approacU- 
to thcicai* ing elevation to the lliione, the in- 
tempis. dividual in c.xislencc who, next to 
himself, was to gain most by ibc change, was dc- 
>oured with anxiety on the subject. All the splend- 
our of the throne could not dazzle the good'senso 
of Josrphiue, or prcNcnt her from anticipating in 
the cslablisbmcnt of the iXapohon dynasty, evident 
risk to her husband, and certain downfall to ber- 
scU. The real enemies of Bonaparte,*' said she to 
Borderer, who was advocating the change, “arc 
those w ho put into his head idca:> of hereditary' iuc- 
cession, dynasty, divorce, and marriage.** Mie em- 
ployed all the personal influence which she pos- 
sessed with the first consul and his most intimate 


counsellors to divert him from these ideas, but in 
\ain. “ I do not approve the proj'ccts of Napoleon/' 
said she; *‘l have often told him so; he hears me 
•with attention, but 1 can plainly see that I make no 
impression. The iJaUcrers who surround him soon 
obliterate all I have said. The new honours which 
he will acquire ■will augment the number of his 
enemies; the generals will exclaim that they have 
not fought so long to substitute the family of the 
Bonapartes for that of the Bourbons. 1 no longer 
regret the want of children; i should tremble for 
their fate. 1 will remain attached to llic destiny of 
Bonaparte, how dangcrcus soever it may lie, as 
long as he continues to me the regard which he has 
hitherto manifested ; but the moment that be changes 
I will retire from the Tuilerics. I know well how 
much he h urged to separate from me.'* Sco Bour* 
& 1 EXXE, V. di, 47; TiiirvupEAt*, 237i 2i2. 
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that Iio wil! nioimt on horscbict. and draw his snord(l}” ^^hat a glorious 
(hstmction for the same inih\idual !o liaio «ilh equal courage pleaded the 
cause of Louis W I in the Temple, -and restrained the career of ^apokon on 
the throne , and lion noble a conlrasi to the baseness of so manj of ihe popular 
fiction, nho then shoned as great ichciucncc in the persecution of a failing, 
as they now displajcd senility m the aduhtionof a rising monarch (2) 

The design of niahing ^apolton consul for life, having thus failed in the 
Senile, probably from rais-apprchciision of what he rcallj desired, the me- 
thod of attaining the object was changed Ho began, as he usually did msucli 
cases, to blame sev crely those who had been most prominent in urging for- 
wird the plan, and in an cspeciil manner aimnadTcrtcd on Rocdcrcr, whose 
efforts to procure lus elev alion had been peculiarly conspicuous But m tlio 
midst of his seeming displeasure at the proposil winch had been made, tlio 
most cfiioicioiis means were taken to secure itsadoption‘ In reply to thead- 
drc'is of the Senate, which prorogated lus power for ten years beyond Iho 
M •» iLrmorigimllyassigncdjhc obserred — “ The suffrages of the pcoplo 
invested me with the supreme aulhonly, I should not deem 
niy self suinciently secured ui the new proof whicli y ou In\ c given 
me of your esteem, if ii were not sanctioned by the simc authority ” Under 
cover of this rcgirdfor popular sovereignty, the partisans of Napoleon veiled 
a design of conferring ou him hereditary power It was proposed in the 
Council of State, that the people should be consulted on the question wlicUicr 
tho consulship for life should ho conferred upon him Rocdcrcr said— “ A 
prorogition of the consulship for ten years gives no stability to Government. 
The interests of credit and of coimncrco loudly demand q stronger measure 
,Thc Senate has limited its appointment to ten years, because il conceived it 
did not posscss power to confer authority for a longer period , hut we should 
submit to the people the question, whether the first consul should bo nomi- 
nated for life, and mvcstcd with the right to appoint bis succcvsor(5) So 
clearly was the design seen through, that the proposal was earned without 
a division, though some of the popular members abstained from voting In 
conformity vviih this resolution of the Council of State, and without any 
authority from the other branches of the Legislature, Ihcqucsliou was forth- 
with submitted to the people, — *' Shall Napoleon Bonaparte be consul for 
hfe^” Registers were directed to be opened m every commune, to 
receive the votes ofthc citizens Napokon declined the addition of 
Sepvpi* the question, whether he should be invested with the right to no- 
minate liissucccssor, deeming the mcoDsistcncy too glaring bclwccna refusal 
to accept a prorogation for leu years from the Senate, if nolconlirmed by tho 
people, and the demand of a right to nominate a successor to the throne of 
^31100(1). 

1 The result of this appeal was announced by tho Scnalus Consul* 
■*"* turn of ^ugU't 2 It appeared that o,'*o7,si> citizens had voted, 
of whom o,"b8,2j9 were for the aflirmaiivc This is one of tho mo>l 
remarkable events recorded m the history of the Revolution, andsingu- 
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descriptive of that longing after repose, that invincible desire 
Mhsiacuon tranquillity which uniformly succeeds to revolutionary con- 
wliicli It gave. vulsions, and so generally renders them the prelude to despotic 
power. The rapid rise of the public funds demonstrated that this feeling was 
general among the holders of properly.in France. They advanced with every 
addition made to the authority of the successful general ; as low as eight be- 
fore the 18lh Brumaire, they rose at once to sixteen Avhen he seized the helm, 
and after the consulship for life was proclaimed, reached fifty-hvo. Contrast 
this with the rise of the public securities, thirty per cent, on the day on which 
Necker was restored to the ministry on the shoulders of the people (1), to 
carry through the convocation of the States-General, and observe the dif- 
ference between the anticipation and the experience of a revolution (2). 
tilc'nZ answer of the first consul to the address of the Senate on 

consul to this important occasion is valuable, as illustrating the great vieAvs 
of the ScD' Avhichhe already entertained of his mission, to extinguish the dis- 
occasion.'^ coi'd wiuch had preceded him, and restore the reign of order upon 
earth. “The life of a citizen,” said he, “ belongs to his country ; the French 
people have expressed their wish that mine should be solely devoted to if; I 
obey their Avill. In bestowing upon me a new, a permanent pledge of their 
confidence, the nation has imposed upon me the duty of moulding the system 
of its law's, so as to bring it into harmony with durable institutions. By my 
exertions, aided w'ith your assistance, citizen-senators, by the concurrent 
voice of all the authorities, by the trust and the will of the whole people, the 
liberty, the prosperity, the equality of France Avill be established beyond the 
reach of chance. The most distinguished of people w'ill be the most fortu- 
nate, and their prosperity will secure that of all Europe. Content to have 
been called by the Avill of Him, from whom every thing emanates, to bring 
back the reign of justice, order, and equality upon the earth, I will hear the 
voice which summons me hence Avithout regret, and Avithout disquietude on 
the opinion of future generations (5).” 

NapoliSon's Important changes in the constitution followed this alteration in 
ifs™or'ch'° die character of the executive authority;' they Avere preceded by 
fiibiiiiy. memorable discussions on the principles of government in the 
Council of State (4). 


(l) Dour. V. 55., Norv. ii. 129- Thib. ii. 81. 
Letter or W'. the se.icral uim- 

Lafnyeitc utmilv, Lalaycttc bad the courage 
ilecliniiit: to to \ole agaiiisl the ajipoinliueiitof the 
%ato for it. fir'.t consul for life, ile added to his 
^oto those words: “I cannot vole for such a ma- 
gistracy, until j)ublie freedom is sufficiently gua- 
tantecd; when that is done I give my soicc to Ka- 
poh on Bonaparte.” In a letter, addressed to the first 
consul, he fully expressed the grounds of his jealousy: 

•< \S hen a man,” said he, “ penetrated with the 

gratitude which he owes yon, and loo luurh cn- 
anioured with glory, not to admire that which en- 
circles your name, has giteii only a conditional 
vole, it is the less suspected that no one will rejoice 
more than hiinsi.lf to see you the first magistrate for 
life, ill a free republic.. It is inipossililo that you, 
general, the first in that class of men who occa- 
sionally arise at the interval of ages, should wish 
that such a revolulion, illustrated hy so many vie- 
lories stained by so many erimrs, should lermiii.ilu 
only ill the cst.-ililishmcnt of arbitrary power : pa- 
triotic and personal motives would lead me to de- 
sire for you tliatconiplinnnt to your glory which 
the coiisidship for life would aflord ; 1ml the prin- 
ciples, the cngagemenl., the actions of iny life 
forbid me to wish for any such appointment if not 
founded on a basis wortby of you.” In a private 
con\ers.vtion with the first consul, he added : — A 


free government, and you at its head; that compre- 
bends all my desires.” Tbe veteran republican did 
not perceive, wliat indeed none of the cniliusiasis 
of Ins agb were aware of, that the esiablisimieiit of 
tlio freedom to wliicb he was so warmly attached 
Imd been rendered impossible by the crimes of the 
llevoliitioii in wbicli be bad borne so coiispiciioiis a 
part. He was laiighl the same truth in a still more 
stril.iiig manner thirty years aflenv.ards by the re- 
suit of the Itevolutiim which overturned the restora- 
tion; but It is seldom that political fanatics, bow 
sincere or respectable soever, are laiiglil even by tlic 
most important lessons of coiilcniporancous history. 
(.Big. ii. 23a, 23S.] 

XapoIcQii said on this occasion • — “ In theory 
Lafayette is pcrliaps right*; but what is llieory ? a 
mere dream when aiiplied lollir masses of iiiaiiKiiid, 
He tbinUs he is still’ in the L'niled sitatLs, as if the 
l-'re’iieli were .Vmericaiis. He Ins no cniici plum of 
vvhat is rcijuired for this country, llie C,itholic re- 
ligion has still its root here; I have need of Hie Pope. 
He will do all 1 desire." From that pi nod all eoiii- 
iiimiicition hclwei u the general and tin- first eoi.snt 
ccasicl, rvapohxin tried repiali dly aflt rwards to re- 
gain him to his gov eminent, but in v am. ( Hour. v. 
dl,o2.1 

( 3 ; Thib. 2S7. Xorv. ii 193. 

(ij Xapohoii did not atti.upt lodisguisc his eon- 
tempt for the icnal rciolulioiusls who now faitiird 
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aus^4.i8m On tlie views taken by Napoleon the new constitution was framed, 
proclaimed on fhc-llb Au^st. The chief changeswere, 
'* that the Tnbunate was reduced from one hundred to fifty mem- 
bers; a diminution of importance, which was regarded at the time, as it 
really was, as a prelude merely to its total extinction, and wiiich so completely 
deprived that remnant of freedom of consideration, as to render it from 
thenccforw’ard, no obstacle whatever to the despotic tendency of the govern- 
ment. The Icgislatnc body was reduced to 258 members, and divided into 
fixe divisions, each of which was annually renewed; the electors also re- 
tained iheir functions for life. The Senate was invested with the power to 
dissolve the Legislative Body and the Tnbunate, declare particular depart- 
ments hors de la consldatiorij and modify the fundamental mstilutious of the 
Ilepubllc. The first consul received the right to nominate his successor, and 
pardon offences. In return for so many concessions to the executive, a sha- 
dow of privilege was conferred on the electors; the electoral colleges were 
allowed each to present two citizens for (he functions of the municipality 
department and nation. In all but name, the consulship was already a des- 
potic monarchy (f j. So evident did this soon hccorac, that even the pane- 
gyrists of Napoleon have not scrupled to assert that llic consular and imperial 
institutions were ^‘fraudulent constitutions, systematically intended by 
servile bands to mlroducc despotic power.” Subsequent experience has 
warranted the belief iliat how arbitrary soever, they were the only institu- 
tions under winch France could enjoy any degree of tranquillily, and that 
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if they were calculated to extinguish freedom, it was because the sins of the 
Revolution had rendered her people neither worthy of receiving, nor capable 
of enjoying that first of blessings. 

Aug.s.isoj. A few days after the constitution was published, the first consul 
presided at the Senate, and received the congratulations of the constituted 
authorities," the public bodies, and the foreign ambassadors, on his appoint- 
ment for life. This was remarkable as the first occasion on which he openly 
displayed the pomp and magnificence of regal power. The soldiers formed 
^ donble line from the Tuileries to the Luxembourg; the first con- 
thTsenate. sul wos soatcd ill a magnificent chariot, drawn by eight horses; the 
two other consuls followed in carriages drawn by six. A splendid cortege of 
generals, ambassadors, and public functionaries followed, whose gorgeous 
appearance captivated the Parisian multitude, more passionately devoted 
than any in Europe to spectacles of that description. Enthusiastic applause 
from the inconstant populace rent the heavens ; they did not manifest greater 
rapture when the Constituent Assembly began the work of demolishing the 
monarchy, than they now did when the first consul restored it (1). 

ilid/and aspect of Paris at this period was sufficient to have captivated 

iU society a nation gifted with a less volatile imagination than the French, the 

periol more especially coming as it did after the sad and melancholy 
scenes of the Revolution. Tlie taste for luxury and pleasure had spread ra- 
pidly in a capital where they had all the charms of novelty; while the peo- 
ple, captivated with the I’eturn of enjoyments, to which they had long been 
strangers, drank deep and thankfully of the intoxicating draught. The yast 
influx of strangers, especially English and Russians, filled the streets with 
brilliant equipages; while the gay and party-coloured liveries dazzled the 
inhabitants, from the contrast they afforded to the sombre appearance of the 
Jacobins’ costume. The whole population of Paris, flocked to the Place Ca- 
rousel, where their eyes were daily dazzled by splendid reviews, attended by 
a concourse of strangers, which recalled the prosperous days of Louis XIV ; 
while the higher classes of citizens Avere not less captivated by the numerous 
and brilliant levees and drawing-rooms, where the court of the first consul 
already rivalled the most sumptuous displays of European royalty (2). M. de 
Markoff, w'ho had succeeded Kalitscheff as ambassador from Russia, Lord 
Whitworth, the English ambassador, and the Marquis Luchesini, the repre- 
sentative of Prussia, were in an especial manner distinguished by the magni- 
ficence of their retinues, and the eminent persons Avhom they presented to 
the first consul. Among.the illustrious Englishmen nho hastened to Paris to 
satiate their curiosity by the sight of the remains, and the men of the Revo- 
lution, Avas Mr. Fox, Avhom Napoleon received in the most distinguished 
manner, and for whom he ever after professed the highest regard; but the 
praises of an enemy ar,e ahvays suspicious, and the memory of that able man 
Avould have been more honoured if the determined foe of England had be- 
stowed on him some portion of that envenomed hatred Avhich he so often ex- 
pressed towards Pitt or AVellington, and all the British leaders avIio had ad- 
vanced the real interests and glory of their country (3j. 

(r) Tiiib. 305, SOS. ' (3j Bour. v. 55. U’Abr. ri. 13G, 1 50. 

(2) TUc court of Napoleon at this period was (ieueroits To llie Jionour of rMr. I‘ox it uiusl he 
happily cliaraclerised by Uic PriiiccbS Uolgoruchi, conduct o£ inctilioood, that during his iijtercoiirsc 
who then resided in Paris « The Tuileries " .said 

she, “ is not, properly speaking, a court; and yet it MiCl'iiTfo hiipress upon hitn iho absurdity and 
is as Iilllc a tamp : The consulship is a new institu* ihc first falsehood of those ideas in regard to 
lion. The first consul has neither a c/tapenu 6as consul. the privity cf Mr. Pitt to any designs 
under his arm, nor do you hear the clank of a sabre against his life, or any desire for his destruction, 
at bis side/'— Las Cases, iii, 2H. which ucrc then so iJrevalcnt m the Tuilcries. Alone 
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Nor II as the French metropolis less illustrated by the spoils which 
“""u'"" were collected there from the ranqmshed states in every part of 
rnrone Already the Venus do Mcdicis, torn from her sanctuary in the tri- 
huno^of FlLncc, dilfuseJ over the marble halls of the Louvre her air of 
mHchlesserace: the Pallas of Yellctn attested the successful researches of 
'I? snsH ™»ineers in the Homan states; while the St.-Jerome of Parma, 
thetransngurationofRomc, and the last communion of the Vatican, ejlii- 
Ibe iransi g dr ijiocnfiniM:<5nfrorrP"'"io\rnlnnrniff. tliecraiidcur 


“^"^"“nVhicbafte^^ards ensued on the rcsloration of these precious re- 
mains to their rightful oN\'ners 

cr«»i »t Inforcign slates lb*' '■^*-o«iaMi«hmpnt of a ronihr eo>crnmciit m 
Vi^"u?umi France, and Us sett . . ■ . 

^apQll.on, diffused 

^'■6" tanis. In London, J*. , a' - ‘ 

Iimliovcd satisfaction All enlightened persons in these capitals perceived 
H, It the restoration of the feudal rcjimrandlhc piopcrly of the emigrants 
had already become impossible, and that the fury of the Revolution, undo! 
which they had already suffered so severely, w as never so likely to ho stilled 
as under Iho resolute and fortunate soldier who had already done so much 
?n restrain its osccssos The Queen of Naples, a woman endowed with mas- 
culine spirit and great penetration, oapressed the general feeling at Vienna, 
where she then was, in these words “ It 1 had possessed a vote in traiico, 1 
wLld have given It to Napoleon; and written after my signature, ! iiaine 
him consul for life, as hciug the man most fitted to govern the country, llo 
j,. SI nriinf nf tlm ilirnnp *iince he knows how lo fill U (2; 


repressed Ihc general transports, ncwouiu nave rtcu^tu ai ouk.w m.. .au 
himtcd -itlof absolute power. The agents of Covcnlineut pursued with un- 
rclcnlin” seventy the last remains of democratic fervour. It was J 

su-gei -.11 -r'lv i-hiuilil he roiicentratcd in the same hands, from tho 

consu. . • ’ . ' , , 

and tl 


Su ° Rmumcrahle prorecls were set on fool for reducing 
w “i.i tho coiiiniuncs, the prefectures, and the tribunals ; the old pari a 

mcntswcrclicld upasmodclsofthoadministralionof justice, tho 

Tld in,endr.foM.rov.nccs Ssu perfect sjstom onocaladnnmRratien. 
powerful was the tcacUou against tho ideas and tho changes of the itcvoiu 
tion (5). 
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supprcs- Shortly after Napoleon was appointed to the consulship for life, 
several changes in the administration took place. The most impor- 
poiico; supprcssiou of the ministry of police, and the 

transference of Fouche to a comparatively insignifidant situation in the Con- 
servative Senate. This austere but able statesman, notwithstanding his share 
in the massacres of the Loire and the fusillades of Lyon, had now become 
one of the most important supporters of the consular throne. Ilis great value 
consisted in his perfect knowledge of the revolutionary characters, and the 
clear guidance which he afforded to the first consul on all the delicate points 
where it was necessary to consult the inclinations, or yield to the prejudices 
of the immense body of men who liad risen to importance on the ruins of 
the ancient proprietors. He formed the same link between the Government 
and the revolutionary interests which Talleyrand did between them and the 
ancient regime. The honours and fortune to which he had risen, had in no 
respect changed the simplicity of his former habits; but with the possession 
of power he had acquired a taste for its sweets, and became little scrupu- 
lous as to the means by which it was to be exercised. Ambition had become 
his ruling passion ; he loved office and the wealth which it brought with it, 
not for (he enjoyments which it might purchase, but the importance which 
it conferred. Such was his dissimulation, that be never suffered his real views 
to escape either from his lips or his countenance ; and by the extraordinary 
hypocrisy of which he was master, inspired parties the most at variance with 
a sense of his importance, and a desire to propitiate his good-will (1). The 
Republicans beheld in the ancient Jacobin Avho had voted for the death of 
Louis, and presided over the executions of Nevers and Lyon, the represen- 
tative of their party in the state; the ancient noblesse lavished on him, their 
praises, and acknowledged willj gratitude the favours he had conferred on 
many of the most illustrious of their body. Josephine made him her confi- 
dent in all her complaints against the brothers of her husband, and received 
large sums of money from his coffers to reveal the secrets she had elicited 
from the first consul ; while he himself yielded to a fascination which seemed 
tp extend alike over the greatest men and most powerful bodies in the state (2j. 

And dis- Napoleon, however, at length perceived, that the immense in- 

Fouch6. fluence which Fouche enjoyed as head of the police, might one day 
become formidable even to the Government. He had the highest opinion of 
the importance of that branch of the Administration ; but he began to conceive 
disquietudes as to its concentration in the hands of so able an individual. It 
was impossible to disguise the fact that its members had conspired in favour 


comply, Bonaparale must have a child By some 
other woman, and you must adopt it ; for a family 
is indispensable to him, and it is for your interest 
that be should have one; you can be at no loss to 
understand wliy.** — “ Lucien,” replied she, “ you 
arc mad. Do you suppose France would ever submit 
lo be governed by a bastard?” Shortly after she 
recounted this extraordinary scene to one of the 
counsellors of stale. You may depend upon it,” 
said she, “ they have not abandoned their idea of 
hereditary succession, and that it will be brought 
about some day, one way or other. They wish that 
Bonaparte should havea child of some oilier womans 
and that I should adopt it ; but 1 told them I would 
never lend myself lo such an infamous proposal. 
They are so blinded as to believe that the nation 
would peimit a bastard to succeed. They are al- 
ready beginning to hint al a divorce and a large 
pension lo me. Bonaparte even is carried away by 
their ideas. The other day, when I e.xpressed my 


fears in regard to the Brincess Hortense, on account 
.of the infamous reports which arein circulation about 
-her infint being his son, he r.nsvycred, ‘These re- 
ports are only accredited by the public, from the 
anxiety ol the nation that I should have a child.^ He 
is more weak and changeable than is generally ima- 
gined. It is owing to that circumstance that Lucicn 
has got such an extraordinary dominion over him,” 
[Thih. 309. 310-} IVapoleon at St, Helena alluded to 
this proposal, though, with his usual disregard of 
truth, he made it come frwn Josephine herself > an. 
asscition which his secretary most properly denies, 
and which is completely disjiriivcd by the event. If 
Josephine had been willing lo adopt an illegitiinale 
son of Napoleon, and pass it off as her own offspring, 
she would have lived and died Fmpress of France. 
[Bour. V. 21, 19.] 

(1) His ruling maxim was, that the chief use of 
words was to conceal the thoughts. 

(2) Boar. v. 32, 33. Thib. 325, 32G. 
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of the Consulate against the Directory, anjl the powerful machinery ^hich 
>\as then put in motion to support Napoleon, might imUi equal facility he 
directed to his overthrow. Influenced by these considerations, the first con- 
sul lent a ^^llllng car to the party at the Tuileries v\ho Mere adverse to Fou- 
ch^, at the head of which was Talleyrand, who openij opposed and cordiallj 
haled his powerful rival. Tet such was the ascendency of the niimsler of 
police, even over the powerful mmd of Napoleon, that he long hesitated be- 
fore he took the decisive step, and, after it had been resolved on, felt the 
necessity of veiling it under a professed measure to increase the popula- 
rity of Government. He rcprcsenicd to Fouchd, therefore, that the ollice of 
minister of police was one which might now be dispensed with and that 
the Government would denv c additional popularity from the suppression of 
so obnoxious a branch of the Administration. Fouche saw through the device; 
hut, according to his usual policy, yielded to a power which he could not 
hrav c, and expressed no dissent to the first consul, though he vv as far from 
stpt 11 supposing the storm was so soon to break on his head The arrit 
for bis dismissal was signed when he was on a visit to Joseph Donapartc at 
Morfontaiue. Fouche was named a senator, and loaded with praises by the 
Government which deemed him loo powerful to be retained m Ins former 
situation; and at the same lime the ministry of police was suppressed, and 
united to that of justice, m the person of Regnier (1). 

Aa, i» i»«» Soon after, au important change look place in the constitution of 
Chintniii the Senate It had been originally provided that those elevated 
functionaries should, after l : * 

iMsmtr holding any other situation, . , • 

the senators might hold the ofliccs of coi •. 

mslruction, be employed mall cxlraordiuary missions, and receive the deco- 
ration of the Legion of Honour. Subscqucuil) a muinriccnl provision was 
made for the Senate, and every member on his nomiiiaiion received an 
j<a II i»o3. appointment for life. Pensioned by the executive, nominated by 
(ho first consul, surroundod hj every spccica of scduchou, this branch of 
the Govcrnmcul m reality served thereafter no oilier purpose but to throw a 
ihin veil over the omnipotence of the executive. Nupokon was careful, how- 
ever, to keep up Us name, and bring forward all his despotic incasurcs under 
the sanction of its auihont), as the Roinau emperors rclamcil the venerable 
letters S P. Q. H on llicir ensigns, and the preamble “ ex auclonlatc Sena- 
tus,'* to the most arbitrary acts of ibeir adiiimislralion (i). 
n«i«vr»a \n cv cut occurred at this period, which tended ui a remarkable 
u/u«K" manner to illustrate the dignity with which the exiled family of 
the Bourbons bore the continued rigours of fortune. hcii Napo- 
«d'v.p> Xon was pursuing Ins projects for the cslablishmcntof a hereditary 
uoo dynasty in liis family lu I ranee, he caused a communication to be 
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niatic to the ('ounl do I illc, .iftorwnitk J.ouis .Will, then residing, under 
the pruioelion of the l’ru^•>^ln KiJK at Ki)ning''beig, on'eiing, in the event 
of hi-' rennuneiuj; jn his f.uonr his right to the throne of l-'raiice, to pro- 
\ide for linn a piineipality, with an ample rewnne, in Ital\. But Louis 
answered in these dignilied teinis. woiihy of the family fiom which he 
i.: i< j .sprung: — “ I do not confound M. Bonapaite with those who havo 
pieccdedhun. I esteem his \alour, his military talents; 1 am gratilied by 
many acts of his administration, for the happiness of my people must ever 
beilear to my heart. But ho deceives himself^, if he im.igmes that he will (ne- 
\ail upon mo to surrender my rights. So far from it, he would establish 
them liimself, if they could admit of doubt, by the step which he has taken 
at this moment. I Know not the intentions of (lod to my family or myself, 
but 1 know the obligations which be has imposed upon me. As a Llnistian, 
I will dischaige the duties which religion prescribes to my last bieatli; son 
of St. Louis, I will make myself be respected even ill fellers; successor of 
1‘rancis 1, 1 wish ever to be able to say with him, ‘.Ml is lost except our 
honour 

It was at the same period that NapoK'on eoinmeuced the great uiidcrtakiiig 
which has so deservedly covered bis mcmoiy with glory, and survived all 
the other adiicvemenis of bis genius, the forni.ilion of a Civii. Coin;, and 
the concentration of the bcterogeneoiis laws of the mouaicliy and republic 
info one coiisisicnt whole. In contcmplafiiig this great woik, it is diflienlt 
w iiellicr to admire most the w isdoin w itli w hieli he called to liis assistance the 
1 < t.»i 1 ablest and most expel ieincd lawycis of the old /•c'//i/;i(', the rcad- 
inc-'s with which he .ippichendeil the ilillienll and intrieale (jiies- 
tioiis which were Inoiighi under discussion, or the prudence with which he 
.steered between the velieineiil passions and eonlending inteicsis wliicli aiose 
in legislating for ai) empire composed of the icmaiiis of nionaicliical and 
republican institutions, it is no longer tin: compieior of Bivoli or .Vustor- 
lit/. whom we recognise; it is .Solon legislating fora disiiacled people; it 
is Justinian tligcsliiig the ireasines of ancient jmisprndenee, that arises to 
our view; and the Iransieiil glories even of the imperial leigii fade before 
the durable monument wlticli bis varied genius lias ereeted in the perma- 


nent code of half of Lurope. 

iifSrr!! 1.1 It is observed by Lord Bacon, that when “ laws have been heaped 
I'u.il'Vf liu, upon laws, in such a slate of confusion as to render it necessary to 


i-evise them, and collect their spirit into a new and intelligible 


sy-slcm, those who accomplish such an heroic task, have a good right to be 
named among the bcnefaelors of mankind.” tXevcr was the justice of this 
observation more completely demonslralcd than by the result of the labours 


of the first consul in the founalion of the Code Napoleon. The comjilicaliou 


of the old laws of i-Tauce, the conllicling aulliorily of the civil law, the par 


liamenls of the provinces, and llie local eusloms, bad formed a chaos of con- 
fusion which had suggested to many statesmen before the itevoiulion, the 


necessity of some attempt to reduce them to aii uniform system. By an 
astonishing ellbrl of mental vigour, Polhicr liad contrived to extract out of 
this lielcrogcncous mass, the elenienls of general jurisprudence, and followed 
out the principles of the Uoman law, with a power of generalization and 
clearness of expression to which there is nothing comparable in the whole 
annals of legal achieveincnl. But his lucid works had not the weight of 


cry lircallicd a return to llic ancient rp^.mr. ilrtkts tlio eje on tlic inconsidcralo multitude.— 
Cauibacirii was tlio gre it promoter of tlitSB tliaii- Tini.*<ioe,'<>> dJS. 
gts; well atiare of the importance of wlialucr (1) Hour v. I IT. llign. iii. 2S3, 287. 

IV. 
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general lawj they could not be referred to as paramount on every question; 
they contained principles to be followed from their equity, not rules to be 
obeyed from ibeir authority The difficulty of the task was immensely in- 
creased by the Revolution, by the total change in the most important branches 
of jurisprudence, personal liberty, the rights of marriage, the descent of pro- 
perly, and the privileges of citizenship, which it occasioned; and the largo 
inroads which revolutionary legislation had made on the broken and dis- 
jointed statutes of the monarchy. 

To reform a system of law without destroying it is one of the most difficult 
tasks in political improvement, and rcquinng, perhaps more than any other 
change, a combination of practical knowledge wilJi the desire of social ame- 
horaiion To retain statutes as they are, willioutever modifying them ac- 
cording to the progress of society, is to make them fail behind the great 
innovator, Time, ami often become pernicious in their operation, to new 
model them, in conformity with the wishes ofa heated generation, is almost 
certainly to incur unforeseen and irremediable evils ^olllmg is more easy 
than to point out defects m established laws, because (heir incomcmcncc is 
felt, and the people generally lend a ready car to those who vilupcrato 
existing institutions, nothing is more difficult than to propose safe or espe- 
dicnt remedies, because hardly any foresight is adequate to estimate the 
ultimate cfTecls which any considerable legal changes produce They arc m 
general calculated to remedy some known and experienced evil, and in so far 
as they effect that object, they arc salutary m Ibcir operation , but they loo 
often go beyond (hat limit, and iu (he pursuit of speculative good, induce 
unforeseen inconveniences much greater than those they remove The last 
stale of a nation, w Inch has gone through the ordeal of legal mnov atioii, is In 
general worse than the first 

The only way in which it is possible to avoid these dangers, is to remedy 
cxpcncnccd evils, and extend experienced bciicnts only, without advancing 
into the tempting but dangerous regions of speculative improvement U is 
the clearest proof that the Code of ^apol^on was formed on these w isc prin- 
ciples, that It has not only survived the empire which gave it birih, but 
continues, under new dynasties and diRercnt forms of gov ernment, to regu- 
late the decisions of many nations who were leagued to bring about the 
overthrow of its author ^apol^on Ins said, ** that his fame iti the eyes of 
posterity would rest even more oii the code which here his name than all 
the victories which he won,” and its pcnnancni establishment, as the basis 
of the junsprudcncc of half of Luropc, has already prov cd the truth of the 
prophecy 

Ditfut Deviating altogether from the rash and presumptuous innovations 

of the Constituent Assembly, winch look council of its own cn- 

uaflJiioi thusiasm only, hapolcoii commenced his legislative reforms, by 

Suit. calling to his councils the most disiiiiguislicd lawyers of the 
monarchy Troiichcl, Uocdcrcr, Portalis, Tiubaudeau, Cambactrts, Lebrun, 
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on the most abstract ([ucstions of civil right, with a facility which astonished 
the counsellors who had been accustomed to consider only his military ex- 
ploits. To the judgment of none did the livsl consul so readily defer as that 
of Tronchet; notwithstanding his advanced age, and monarchical preposses- 
sions, ho deemed no one so worthy as the illustrious defender of Lous XYI 
to lake the lead in framing the code for the empire, “Tronchet,” said he, 
“ was the soul of the commission, i\apoli5on its mouthpiece. Tlie former was 
gifted with a mind singularly profound and just; but he soared above those 
around him, spoke indillcrently, and was seldom able to defend bis opinions.” 
The whole council, in conscMjuence, was in general adverse to bis proposi- 
tions when they were first brought forward ; but Xapoleon, with the readiness 
and sagacity which he possessed in so remarkable a degrte, saw at a glance 
where the point lay, and with no other materials than those which Tronchet 
had furnished, and hardly any previous acquaintance with the subject, 
brought forward such clear and lucid arguments as seldom failed to convince 
the whole assembly, lie presided at almost all the meetings of the commis- 
sion for the formation of the civil code, and took such a vivid interest in the 
debates, that he frequently remained at them six or eight hours a-day. Free 
discussion in that assembly gave him the highest gratification; he provoked 
it, sustained it, and shared in it. He spoke without preparation, without 
cmbaiTassmcnt, without pretensions; in the style rather of free and animated 
conversation than premeditated or laboured discussion. He never appeared 
inferior to any members of the council, often equal to the ablest of them, in 
the readiness with which he caught the point at issue, and the logical force 
with which he supported Itis opinions, and not unfrcqucntly superior to any 
in the originality and vigour of his expressions. The varied powers and pro- 
digious capacity of Napoleon’s mind nowhere appeared in such brilliant 
colours as on those occasions; and would hardly appear credible, if authentic 
evidence on the subject did not exist in the proccs-verbaua: of those me- 
morable discussions (I). 

The limits of a work of this description render it impossible to enter into a 
survey of the many important subjects brought under review in the forma- 
tion of the Code Napoleon. Two only can he noticed, as those on which the 
interests of society chiclly depend, the laws of succession, and those regard- 
ing the dissolution of marriage. 

clearly soever Napoleon saw and expressed the dangers of the 
fuviiiy ojcd minute subdivision of lauded estates, and consequent destruction 
of a territorial noblesse, arising from the establishment of an equal 
division of property, whether in land or money, among the heirs of a deceased 
person, he found this system loo firmly established to venture to shake it. It 
was identified in the eyes of all the active and energetic part of the nation 
with the first triumphs of the revolution ; it had been carried by Mirabeau in 
the Constituent Assembly, with the general concurrence of the people, and 
had since become the foundation of so many private interests and individual 
prospects, that it was universally regarded as the great charter of the public 
liberties, and any infringement on it the fust step towards a restoration of 
feudal oppression. Great as was the power, apparently unbounded the in- ■’ 


(0 Tliib. -112. Bour. V. 122, 123. Bas Cases, iii. 
241, 2S2. 

Bertrand dc Moleville, formerly minister ofMa-. 
line to Louis XVI, and a man of no ordinary capa- 
city, said, in reference to these discussions, ‘‘ Napo- 
leon tvas certainly an extraordinary man ; tve were 
very far indeed from appreewting liiva on vUo other 


side of the water. From the moment that I looked 
into the discussions on the civil code, 1 conceived 
the most profound admiration for his ciiiiacity. It is 
utterly ineouceivable where he acquired so much 
information on these subjects.”— Us Cases, iii. 
249, 25o. 
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flucncc, of Kapol^on, it ^\oul(l ha>e been instantly shattered by any attempt 
to break m upon this fundamental institution. >\ isely abstaining, therefore, 
from change, whe^e he could not introduce improvement, he contented 
himself with consolidating the existing laws on the subject, and establishing 
in the Code Napolton a general sjstcm of succession, fundamentally at 
variance with that in all the other sialesofllurope, and of which the ultimate 
consequences are destined to he more important than any of the other changes 
brought about by the Revolution. 

* B) this statute, which may be termed the revolutionary lavv of succession, 
the right of primogeniture, and the distinction between landed and moreable 
property were taken away, and inheritance of every sort divided in equal 
portions among those m an equal degree of consanguinity to a deceased 
person (f). Ihis indefeasible right of children to their parents’ succession was 
declared to he a half, if one child was left, two thirds, if tvvoj thrcC'fourths, 
if three or more, all entails or hmilations of any sort were abolished. The 
effects of such a system, co-opcialing with the immense subdivision of landed 
estates which look place from the sale of the forfeited properties during the 
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(heir jiatei U alone, if they haia iirtn legally reeof 
ussed. but nut uLensise ' 

I If M c father or uiotbrr bare Itfl legit mala is. 
sue, the i slutal child has a rifht to a third uf nhat 
he would hat* had r jhl W f he had heru (rg l> 
wale 

3 It ntei ds lo a Kstf. If the drerased UK no drs- 
(Cidaii(4,lBtaicrfsda !• of b oifctfs ur s slen 
3. t( eitculi to ihrie-fuurthi. uhru he I'san 
icsibef drsteiidjUa onr asennlauU, nuf tpahrre 
iKieU ttrs; lotha oh dc when he Uasrs neither,— 
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Revolution, have been incalculable. It is estimated by the Duke de Gaeta, 
long minister of linance to Is'apoleon, that, in 1815, there were 15,059,000 in- 
dividuals in France belonging to the families of agricultural proprietors, and 
710,500 belonging to the families of proprietors not engaged iiragriculturc, 
all living on the revenue of profit derived from their properties (L) As may 
be supposed, where so extreme a subdivision of properly has taken 
■ Pl'ice, the situation of the greater part of these little proprietors is 
laiHiml'r.tncc*. indigent in the extreme. It appears from the aluhority of the same 
author, that there were in 1815 no less than' 10,100,000 of persons taxed in 
France; and that of this immense number only- 17,000 paid direct. taxes to 
the amount of 1000 francs, or L.-iO a-ycar cach'(2);‘A\hilc no less than 
8,000,000 were taxed at a sum below twenty-one francs, or sixteen shillings. 
Direct taxes to the amount of sixteen shillings correspond to an income of 
live times the amount, or L. -I a-ycar; to the amount of L.-10..a-year, to one at 
the same rate of L.200. Thus the incomes of only 17,000 proprietors in' 
France exceeded L.200 a-ycar, while there were nearly 8,000,000 who were 
worth in property only L. i per annum (3). ^ " 

singular fact, pointing apparently to an important law 
in the moral world, that when men’yicld to the seductions of 
to"hi/b"y.'' passion, and engage in the career of ini'quity, they are led by am 
riuJulau' almost irresistible impulse to covet the very changes which are. 
real liberty, {q (q jjjgjj. dcstructiou, aud cling with invincible tenacity 
to the institutions which arc calculated to defeat the very objects on account 
of which all these crimes have been committed. The confiscation of pro- 
perty in France Avas the great and crying sin of the Revolution, because iF 
extended the consequences of present violence to future ages, and injured' 
the latest generations on account of the political dilTcrences of the present 


(1) Gaeta, ii. 335. 
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[Gaeta, ii. 327-] 



10,414,721 

282,935.928 or' L.Ti, 440.000 


Wlien il is rccolicctpd that tbe contribulion /on- 
ciire in France is fully 20 per cent, [ I'cucliel, 287, 
jinie, iv,; upon all cstalrs without exception, this 
table Rives the clearest proof of tlie cliangcs in pro- 
perty lirouglit .about by tbo nevolutioii. It results 
from it, tb.it in 1815 tbere were only 17,000 pro- 
priclors in ibevvliolc country wbo were worth L.200 
a-yc.ir and upwards; a fact iiicrcdihle, if not slated 
on such indisputable aulliorily, and siieakiiig vo- 
lumes oil the disastrous effects of that convulsion. 
(3) Due de Gaeta. ii. 327. I’suchet, 2-16, 217- 
From tbe report to the minister of the fiiianccs, 
published in 1817, by tbe coiniuissioiicrs on tlic ca- 
dastre, it appears that at that period there wens 
10.083,000 separate properties assessed to the land- 
tax in France. This minibcr liassiiicc that time been 
constantly increasing, as might be expected under 
the revolutionary orderof succession. Tlie numbers 
were, — 

1816, 

1826, 

1833, 


Allowing that there arc several' scp.iratc proper- 
ties often accumulated in the same individual.s,>llii3 
implies in the estimation of the French waiters at 
least 8,000,000 separate proprietors, "riic-tot.nl clear 
produce of tlioagricultiircof France is estiinalell.liy 
Unpin at -1,500,(100,000 francs, orL. 180,000,000 ster- 
ling. , Supposing that the half of that suin, or 
L.bO, 000,000 sterling, is the .ini.ual clear profit of 
cultivation, .after defraying its cirargcs, it follows 
that the average iiicoiiie of the eight millions of 
Frciicli proprielore, ineluding all the great estates, is 
about I,.tl a-yearl Nothiiig more is requisite to 
explain the experienced impossibility of construct- 
ing a iliirable free governnieiit in lhal-couiitry. It 
exhibits .Asiatic, not. liuropcan civilisation.— See 
SanaAss’s Contre-Uevoluiion de 1830, ii.273, 274. — 
Deux Jns^ de Regne de'Louh-Phdtppe, 271. — An^ 
UoriH, Force Commerciale de France, i, 7. 


. . 10,083,751 
. . 10,796,693 
. , 10,814,79.0 
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lime; and jl is^preciscly lhal circamslance mIiicJi has rendered hopeless all 
the efibrls for freedom made hj Ihe French people. By jnlereslmg so great 
a number of persons in the work of spoliation, and exlending so far Ihe 
> ..i.«r,nii/,e hv^hom Ihccontiscalcd properties might bo resumed, 


ua iiii<,ivjv, . - 1 • ■ ‘ ■ ‘ 

,■ *'! ’ ‘*‘is >asl change is the leading bcneiii comtrrtu 

• ' Itilionj and jet nothing can be so evident to 

_ , ' . • it IS precisely the circumstance which has 

, over since rcn^crcd'npgalory all allempls to establish public freedom there, 

: . features and the elements of European 

I . . , . s ds engaged m a hopeless contest witJi a 

■ , • ‘ fa central government, an^ tlio terrors 

oi umiiuy , « 4 ,- 1 . . of the illusion under which the french" 

labqur on this-' subject is awing lo Ihe wide e\(ent of Ihc instinct which 
leads the Revolutionary parly to shun every thing that seems to favour an 
approach even to the restoration of the dispossessed proprietors; and m 
iSrir 1 ^‘rror of iliia remote tind chimerical evil they have adopted measures 
• " '• . * * the throne 

‘ * *• . lal freedom 

’ ' / . . • . I chics to the 

, ' ’ • . ' , ' . . lous moans 

.* •' umshmcnl; 

^'^and so uidissolublQ^i&'tho chain which unites guilty excess vvilh ulliinalo 
* retribution. 'i ^ 

Tho principle ofaJmiiiingdiiorce in many cases was too firmly 
•orr," established m the customs and habits of I-ranco to adiiiii of its 
being sl^akcn" Important dchbcralions, however, look place on ificsubjcct 
of (liQ causey which stionid pcrniic i( The tirsl consul, who entertained 
very singular ideas ou the subject of marriage and Iho proper destiny of 
women (1), warmly supported (he looser side, and il was at length agreed, 
Mtnhir, . f. Tliat the husband might m every case sue out a divorce on 
» the account of tlie adultery of hw wife. 2 Thai she might divorce 
her husband for adulicrj in thosc'cascs only whore ho brought his concu- 
V ...to ii,fltrrnmninn Inhitatioii T Divorce was permuted for severe and 
* • ' . ■ 1 ■ 1 
! 5 I I ■ ■ . ■ 

steadily adhered to, anJ expressed m a way prescribed by jaw, is niso u 
sufiijicnl cause ofdivorcc(2) The oiilj hinitaltons in the last case v\cro» 
that it could not take place until Ino, iior after twenty years of morricii 
life had elapsed, or after ibo wife had atlained the age of forty *fivc; that llio 
parents or other ascendants o{> the spouses should concur^ and that tlie 


(I) WSro tbe arliilr la tbt crnle, “ Tliebu t aol 
owr, , rouct Ou to li > «il>. ,Lc<lt.airnce lob la, ' 
■ r.aa ou*. Naivili' u ubwttca. *a 1 S« aa^rl mmI 
lo Irt % U n •! J l.r — lb« wurJ i/itJ rntt (tti aa 


ate Mtup rJ o. Ir w ibo ou niu I a lU ibrta IH If 
t foulJ if irrrt groi-t g liiS I wMiU 

r « .b i H fr sli u a «r I ol<ar tb^ta moua 
aliuuia ■ oi ■» j.rruiiii'a to »uj < ur '•bo Udia> 

(Icouuf lo b<c biubaoU * Wotnea bata coaitaob/ 


iba oiora, iu iU« r mouibi— V\ lal. aouM }Ou ptf* 
leal (a il Icr lue frun §rtl { *ujr oua «boui I 
tb-ier-.Tai,4»B.,i.<50 

I , lbr»« riprrM oi • Il i, M.y lo d t'rn ll>»« fa. 
pilntall u(bia«ar<rn'>olii; o» JM'pbi »,«bo«a 

ca</a*aga> ca Iu ilrra, avd jmmI n / r aiaut^axi-l 
b»r» CIO (i0ni>a> rKtl It dr].riMlrtil of lb ,, I a bad 
h(<l« At vr gtIUijIrf n b'» d •p'.cti <>». »»d 

Ilf ac] b a oj lU.I Iba Otic Ul 

»fH ra of •ball ug Itfi <• Mofa mat /ifthraU* lo Ua 
l«r 4«aa. iabt«U a ItraUcui U u 

C«itUTj,3:9,3S>* 



1803.] HISTORY OF EUROPE. ' 350 

husband should be above twenty-five, and the wife above twenty-one years 
of age(l). It may easily be conceived what a wide.door such a facility in 
dissolving marriage opened for the introduction of dissolute manners and 
irregular connexions; and in its ultimate effects upon society this change 
is destined to be. not less important, or subversive of public freedom, than 
the destruction of the landed aristocracy by the revolutionary law of succes- 
sion (2), In such a state of society, the facility of divorce and dissolution 
of manners act and react upon each other. Napoleon admitted this himself. 
— “ The foundlings,” says he, “ have multiplied tenfold since the Revolu- 
tion (3).” But it is not in so corrupted a source that we are to look for the 
fountains either of public freedom or durable prosperity. 

Greater- The cffects of these great measures carried into execution by 
' ihese“L Napoleon are thus justly and emphatically summed up in his own 
ll'Zgcs o! words : — “ In the course of the four years of the consulship, the 
Napoleon, fij-gt cousul had succccded in uniting all the parties who divided 
France; the list of emigrants was infinitely reduced; all who chose to return 
had received their pardon ; all their unalienated property had been restored, 
excepting the woods, of which, nevertheless, they were permitted to enjoy 
the life-rent; none remained exiled but a few persons attached to the Bour- 
bon princes, or such as were so deeply implicated in resistance to the Revo- 
lution as to be unwilling to avail themselves of the amnesty. Thousands of 
emigrants had returned under no other condition but that of taking the oath 
of fidelity to the constitution. The first consul had thus the most delightful, 
consolation which a, man can have, that of having reorganized above thirty 
thousand families, and restored to their country the descendants of the 'men 
Avho'had illustrated France during so many ages. The altars were raised 
from the dust; the exiled or transported priests were restored to their 
dioceses and parishes, and paid by the Republic. The concordat had rallied 
the clergy round the consular throne ; the spirit of the western provinces 
was essentially changed; immense public works gave bread to all the per- 
sons thrown out of employment during the preceding convulsions; canals 
every where were formed to improve the internal navigation; a new city 
had arisen in the centre of la Yendee; eight great roads traversed that 
secluded province, and large sums had been distributed to the Vendeens, to 
restore their houses and churches, destroyed by orders of the Committee of 
Public Safety (4).” 

The difficulty with which the restoration of order in a country recently 
emerging from the fury of a revolution was attended, cannot be better stated 
than by the same masterly hand. “ We are told, that all The first consul had 
to look to was to do justice ; but to whom? to the proprietors whom the 
Revolution had violently despoiled of their properties, for this only, that 
they had been faithful to their legitimate sovereign and the principle of 
honour which they had inherited from their ancestors? Or to the new pro- 
prietors, who had adventured their money on the faith of laws flowing from 
an illegitimate authority ? Justice; but to whom? To the soldiers mutilated 
in the fields of Germany, la Vendee, and Quiberon, ayIio were arrayed under 
the white standard or the English leopards, in the' firm belief that they 
were serving the cause of their king against an usurping tyranny; or to the 

(t) U)ia. 275, 273. founaiing hospit.iIs, — Uupiy, Force Com. cle France, 

(2) From the returns latetyin.nde, it appears tlial, 99, 100. 
ill lire year 182i. out of 28,812 liirllis, only 13,591 (3) Las Cas. v. -il. 

svere legitimate; 2378 being of children born iu (i) Nap. in Jlonlli. ii. 225. 

concubinage, and 7313 cliildren brought to the 
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million of citizens, \Nl)o,forniingroundthefrontjersa ivall of brass, bad so 
often sa>ecl ilioir countrj from the moderate hostility of its enemies, and 
bore to so transcendent a height the glory of (be French eagle? JusticcI but 
for 'Whom’ For that clergy, the model and the example of etcry Christian 
virtue, slnpt of Us birthright, the reward of fifteen hundred jears of bene- 
ficence, or the recent acquirers, , who liad con%crted the con>cnts into 
•worK<liops, the churches into warehouses, and turned to profane uses all 
that had been deemed most holy for ages (1)?” 
crrai r b Amidst ilicsc gfcat Undertakings, the internal prosperity ofFrance 
Irtortfwi daily ipcreasmg Tlic budget for the year 1805 presented a 
ici iraiicf considerable increase over that of 1802 (2) Various public works 
calculated to encourage industry were e\cry where set on foot during that 
year, chambers of commerce established m all the principal ntics of the 
Republic, a grand exhibition of all the dilTcrcnt branches of industry formed 
at the Lou>rc, which has c\ct since continued witli signal success; the 
Hotel dcb Invalidcsrcccncda new and more extended organization, adapted 
to the immense demands upon iisbcncHccncc, which the wounds and casual- 


class for the military profession (h); and the great school of St -Cyr, near 
Pans, opened gratuitously to the cliitdrcn of those 'who had died m tho 
service of their country (G); an academy was set on foot at Compicgncfor 
fi>Q hundred youths, where they 'were instructed m all the branches of ma* 
nufacturcs and the mechanical arts (7), the Institute received a new organi- 
zation, m which tho class of moral and political science 'was totally sup- 
pressed ; a change highly symptomatic of (be resolution of the Urst consul to 
put an end to tliosc visionary speculations from which so many calamities 
had ensued to Franco (8), while the General Councils of the departments 
'were authorized, in cases where il seemed expedient, to increase the slender 
incomes of the bishops ai . • . 

interpretation, under the , : S* • ‘ •« 

the clergy throughout all ' : « . i ^ . . ■ : . 

fiwV *' onlv m measures of legislation that Uic indefatigable 


part of the kingdom. That evCcnsivc inland navigaliou was set on foot, which, 
under the name of the canal atSt.-QucnUn,was destined to unite the Scheldt 
and the Oisc; other canals were begun, intended to unite the waters of tho 
.Saunc to the \onnc, the Sadne to the Rhine, the Meuse to the Rhine and liie 
Scheldt, the Ranee to the > illamc, and thereby open an internal communi- 


(l) la MoilU ii 23} 

(3) TUr t>u lj;rl InrlLst Trjr 
iiicruw ft |7A>00 Ooa fntta, ot t.700 OW »(cr lb* 

fTrcrJiog year i— 

Dirtctitxri. 30} SOS OOO fnatx, or LI2SMOO« 

lUgiktm 300 105 000 — or 8 >00 004 

tu.luuit, 35 921 000 — or tlOOOOQ 

roMoUirr II 20} 000 — or 4S0 009 

loiirry . U435 000 — nr 830 000 

SUlUi 3 400 000 — or S30UO 


(1) Jaix >. 1103 
(<) June |}. ISO} 
ts) 3$. 180} 
(<) Oct S, 1803 
w A{rni 1893 
(8} Ita 180} 

(»} Sig. II 3}3.3tt 


S10 958 000 or L 2i 9I3.000 

— ^rcR.oor lit 3{8 , tBil Giiti. i 30}. 
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c,iuauboiv\cou tho chauuc! .iiui the ocean-, (ho canals of Arles aiul Aigucs- 
Mor!*--* note opcnc'l, ami an ine\h.in-'iil>le Mip|)ly of fro'h w.ilcr \va> prnciiicd 
far (hocapiJal hy liu- canal i)f()nic»|. llii-. areal ‘•lop led lo farilier iiuprovc- 
nn nl''._ I’.irj'' had Iona ''UlTercd under ihe nanl of dial i)eces''ary clement, 
and die mean-* <>f cleaning or irnaalin,: the ■'treeli were inisurahly dclicicnl; 
lull, under the au-puc> of Naiudthm, (In'* 'areal want was soon supplied. 
NuinrroU' founlaius arose in erory pari of die cily, aliKe refreshing lo lln; 
eye, and -ahilary to the health of die inhahilanU; die heanliful ea?ende of 
die Cliatcan-dTin conled the alinn-.p)K’ri; on die Ihnilerard du Temple, 
while the water-works atid luflyjc/c d'cust in the ^aniens of the Tniieries, 
allraclcd .ohhliitiial er.ewiis lo the slnnly alleys and inarldcd parleriesof that 
splemlul 'poi. immense works, undertaken lo improseand enlarge die har- 
loiirs of Itouhiane, lla^re, Cdieihourg, llochelle, Marseille, Antwerp, and 
(Kit i,d, siidicieiilly demoiisiratni (hat .N'apohkm had not ahaniloned the hope 
of wresting til'' sceptre of die s.-.is from tireal Urilain; while the order to 
cn cl in the centre of the place Vendome, a jnllar, in imitation of the coUinm 
of Frajin, lo he .sunnoniited hy the statue of (diarlemagne, already revealed 
the Hurel design of his Imperial successor to reconslrncl the Kinpirc of llic 
lVesi;l). 
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t CHAPTER XXXNT. 

MArOliO'l'S ASSOMWIO'I or TM IMtKRjAL TaK 0 \E. ' 

Ji3 — Mkt.— uoi. 

** iT 

ARCU3^E^T. • 

pAToarable prospects of ^3poIeoD’3 GoTcmmeni in the beginning of iSOt^Biscontcol, how. 
CTcr, oftbe Republican part of Ibo amy-Pichcgtu in Loodon-Ro^alutmoTcmeaisia 
France-Projcct of Foueb^for getting up a conspirac) composed ofRojalisls ami Repub* 
licaos— The Rojalist trailers aro landed oo the French coast— Vjtful measures of l^ouehd 
draw (hem on— lie res cals iho plot lo^apol^onand is in consequence restored topoacr 
—Arrest <sf Vorraa—CeasterftatM« nklch rt erertewro fjrts— Scrfarqof 
Georges Cadoudal— Historj and ctiaracicr of the Duke d £n,,bien— Generous conduct of his 
father onrccciYinga proposal to assassinate >apolcoa— Ills arrest is uojuslly resolicdou 
b; ^apol(.onand tho Counedof State— Occupations of the Prince at ibai lime— He isscixcd 
and conducted to Strasbourg— F ruitless inicrccssioo of Josiphine— Ua had beearaintr 
warned of his dangcr—Is remosed to Pansaod sent to Mocenoes— Wbcreheif deliTcred 
oser to a miNlarj commission by Napoleon s orders— Gross iniquity commuted towards 
him— lie IS coQTicicd upon his Jcciaration only, wiihout any etiJence-'llis nobta de> 
meanour before the judges— Senicnce and execution- llis innocence is completely estab- 
lished after his death— Napotcoo s smdication of bimaclf on ibis sobjeci at at -Uilena— 
RcmarVable rcuibuuon w)iich reached alUbeaciora In ibis murder— Consternation which it 
excited iR Pacis and in the foreign aubassador^thero— EouiagcousconduclofMr Cbd- 
(eaubriand— Opinion which Napoleon entcrumed of him— Death of I'icbegru— Surgeon s re- 
port on bis body— Rcncciionson itie probable pririty of ibo First Consul to bisdeath— >a- 
pol^n sdcRncc of himself oo (bis sttb)ci.t at St -lUlena— Intense iDlrrcti excited at Pans— 
Letter of Moreiu to Napoleon— Stoical inditrcrcnce of George*— Condcmnatiou of tbe pri- 
soners— Public (rcliftg on the subject— Clemency of the First Consul after the ccnuciiona 
were obtained— liis Scaity to Moreau— Death of Captaio right m prison at Pans— Nape* 
l^R rcsoties to assume (he Imperial Crown-Tbis explains his murdenog the Duke dbn- 
ghiea-First broaching of the project to the Senate— lie Tribunate is put forward to make 
the proposal m public— opccch of tbersoxet oatbe occasion— UououTableresVsunccof 
Carnot-*UQiTer«al adulation wiih which Napol^n was surrounded- III* answer to the ad- 
dress of the Senate— Key wbiCb it affords to his whole conduct oo Ibc throne— lie is de- 
clared Lmperar of the Ficncb-Gcneral concurrence of the naiiou— Rank ccnfi-rrcd on bis 
famil)— tbsoiuie power tested lu the Lnipcrot— Creation of ibe Marshals of the empire— 
Rapid progress of court etiquette— Digmbrd protest of Louis \N Ul-KcDcciionson tbcso 
exents— Uiffercnce between the Logluhand FrrothRcxolutions—\Micb was all owing to 
the Tiolence and injustico of ib* F tench conxulston— N ast concrntraiion of influence at 
Ibis period m the hands of Goxrrnmcat— Total destruciion oftbe liberty of Ibe Press— In- 
ference in poliucal science to w bicb (bis leads 


It xxcrc ttcll for the memor) of Mpokon if the Itisionan could stop here; 
and after hat mg recounted the ina(chlc>a glortca of Itis nuhtar) csploib, con- 
clude xMtb the aduiiral)lc>)udaniofhis cixil administration, and ihcfehcil) 
XMlh which, amidst so many dtfliculitcs, he reconstructed the di>jDiiitcd 
members of sjciclj aficr the llcvolulion Uut hislor> is not formed of pane- 
gyric, and after dtschargmg the plrasiog duty of .recording the great and 
hlamelc5s.ach)c>euicnts which Mgnahxcd that consulate, there remains thc' 
painful ta>h of uarratmg the foul traIl.s|cllou^, the dark and bloody deed* 
which uahei' ' i i , : . 

I. . . ' • . ' .N.. .. : ihecittladnu- 

n . .. ,orsubmmcd 

tR 'ilcncc to an aulhonly which they could not resist. Tlic army , 
TAu/tr dazzled by hts brilliant exploits^ rallied round his sundard, and 
•s«i eougbt only to give expression lo ib admiration for the tUustriout 
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chief who had raised to such an unprecedented height the glory the repub- 
lican eagles. The people, -svorn out with the sulTerings and anxieties of the 
Revolution, joyfully submitted to a government which had given them that 
first of blessings, security and protection, and forgetting the dreams of en- 
thusiasm and the fumes of democracy, returned to their separate pursuits, 
and sought in the enjoyments of private life a compensation for the expe- 
rienced vanity of their political anticipations (i). 
of uro'lu.' among the generals and higher officers of the army the same 
pubiicaii of. unanimity by no means prevailed. Bernadette, though brother-in- 
army. law to Josoph Boiiapartc, was constantly in opposition to the first 
consul. Early attached to republican principles, he viewed with undisguised 
jealousy the evident approaches which the chief magistrate was making to 
, arbitrary power j and in consequence of his influence, a number of officers in 
^ his staDf and in the garrison of Rennes voted against the consulate for life. 
Moreau, however, was the head of the malecontent party. On every occasion 
he made it a point to oppose, to the increasing splendour of military dress and 
uniformity of court etiquette, the simplicity and uniformity of republican 
costume. The conqueror of Austria traversed, amidst crowds of brilliant uni- 
forms, the place Carousel or the saloons of the Tuileries, in the plain dress of 
a citizen, without any sort of decoration. He declined on various pretences 
repeated invitations to the Tuileries, and at length was no longer asked to ap- 
pear. He often manifested to the first consul, when they met in public, a degree 
of coldness, which must have estranged persons even less jealous of each other’s 
reputation than the heroes of Marengo andllohenlinden. Nothing could induce 
him to attend the ceremony performed in Notre-Dame on occasion of the 
concordat; and at a dinner of military men at his house on the same "day, he 
openly expressed the greatest contempt for the whole proceeding. Female 
■jealousy added to the many causes of discord which already existed between 
these rival chiefs; Madame Ilulot, his mother-in-law, and Madame Moreau, his 
wife, were influenced with the most violent jealousy at the elevation of Jo- 
sephine, and unceasingly urged Moreau to step forwai’d, and openly claim 
that place in society and the state to which liis dignity and services so well 
entitled him. So far did this spirit of rivalry proceed, that Madame Moreau 
could not be prevented from breaking out into unseemly expressions, when, 
on one occasion of a visit, she was detained a few minutes waiting in the 
antechambers of Jos^hiuo ; and on one occasion she was only prevented by 
force from taking the precedence, at a public assembly, of the wifo of the 
first consul (2). 

pid.f£ru in While Moreau was thus insensibly and unavoidably becoming the 
London. leader of the discontented Republicans in Paris, circumstances 
were preparing for another distinguished general of the Revolution the chief 
direction of the royalist party. Escaped from the deserts of Sinnamari, Pi- 
chegru had found an asylum in London, where he entered into close cor- 
respondence with the French emigrants who endeavoured in that capital to 
uphold the sinking cause of the monarchy. His great abilities and acknow- 
ledged reputation procured for him the cohfidence of the British Government, 
and he was occasionally consulted by them, especially in 1799, as- to theju’o- 
bability of a Royalist movement declaring itself in the south of France (5j. 

- uoyaiiit On the renewal of the war, vax’ious attempts were' made by the 
m'Sccr Royalist emigrants in London to effect an insurrection in favour of 

(0 Thib. 321. (3) Big- ill- 318. Norv. ii. 272. 

I ( 2 ) Thib. 321) 323. Bour. v. 232. Ltts Cas, vii. 

247. 
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the exiled familyin different parts ofFrance{l). The object of these attempts 
>>03 the restoration of the Bourbons^ and to effect the expulsion of the first 
consul from the throne , but it formed no part of the plan of any design, at 
least in »hich Louts \VIII, or any of the rojal family »ere participants, to 
coibrue (heir hands in his blood, or do aught to him that he had not repea- 
tedly done to every slate »ith which he was m hosuhij The celebrated 
Chouan chief, Georges, was the soul of the conspiracy He had resisted all the 
offers of thcQrst consul, who was anxious to engage him m liis service, and 
in a secret intemew the elevation and disinlcrealcdncss of his character 
excited the admiration of that keen observer of human character (2) Since 
that time he had resided chiefly in London, and was deeply implicated, along 
with Pirlioaru in a conspiracy, which had for its object to rouse the Royalist 

p .. . ■ • 

tl. . . • 

project of uniting them in a conspiracy which might at once prove ruinous 
to both, and restore him to that consideration in the eyes of the first consul, 
which It had been his unceasing object to regain since Ins dismissal from 
fouiwftfr The words of the ScnaiusConsultura were constantly pre- 

T.gup4 sent to his mind, that ** if difficult circumstances should again 
t'fjtfpvJ arise, there was no one to wrhom the ministry of police might so 
fitly be entrusted and if he could only engage the two greatest 
generals in the Republic, next to the first consul, m a conspiracy against his 
government, there seemed to be no doubt that he would attain the object of 
hisambiiion \\itUthi3V]ew,mthccndoffS03,ho began to instigate some 
of tlicir mutual friends to effect a reconciliation between Ihcso'illuslnous 
characters TticAbbO David was the first person employed m tins service, 
hut having been arrested and sent to the Temple, his place was supplied by 
General Lajolais, a relation of Generals Khngm and Wurmscr, who came to 
London, arranged with Pichcgru the period of Ins departure for Pans, aud 
returned soon after to the trench capital to prepare matters for Ins reception 
there (f). 

lu'l'fVjm ilcanwliile Georges, Polignac, Lajolais, and the other conspira- 
tors, had been landed on the coast of iNormandy, and had cau- 
Ffrncb tiously and secretly advanced to Pans, not with the view ofen- 
gaging in any plot at that time, hut to oblam accurate information 
as to the real state of the Royalist party m the capital. Alt their measures 
were tnnwn lo the nnlirr bv means of secret information comraumcalcd by 


come to tlic capital, and remain (here for a considerable limo unwomaieu. 
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Several meelings took place between Georges, Piohcgni, Lajolais, and the 
other loaders of the parly, and Moreau had a conference with Pichegru on the 
Boulevard of Madeleine, and another in his own house (J). The principles of 
.Moreau, however, were those of the Bevolulion, and therefore it was impos- 
sible that he could agree with the Uuyalists upon ulterior measures, and the 
only purpose of the conferences was to put the Chouan chiefs in possession of 
the views of this illustrious leader of the Ilcpuhlican parly. The agents of 
Fouche had given the Royalists to understand that Moreau would readily 
enter into their views ; but in this they soon found that they had been com- 
pletely deo ived; and, accordingly, it was proved at the trial that Moreau 
declared to Pichegru that he knew* of no con.spiracy whatever ; and that Po- 
lignac was heard to say to one of the parly, “ All is going wrong ; we do not 
understand each other ; Moreau does not keep his word ; we have been de- 
ceived.” Discouraged by these appearances, the conspirators were about to 
leave Paris, and Georges was on the point of setting out for la Vendee (2). 
iVufhi tr. But matters had now arrived at that point when Fouche deemed 
J.iaMo Si- it expedient to divulge tiie information he had acquired, and reap 
liT.'oiori'i’'’ the fruit of his intrigues. He had previously written to Napoleon 
lo i.o»rr. iiiai u iiie air was full of poniards,” and prepared him, by various 
mysterious communications, lo expect some important intelligence. Rcgnier, 
who was intrusted with the duties though not the situation of minister of po- 
lice, was totally ignorant of what was going forward, and confidently main- , 
taiued that Pichegru had dined a few days before in the neighbourhood of 
London, when Fouche arrived with evidence that he had been for some time 
in Paris. Napoleon uiion this devolved the farther conduct of the aflair upon 
the ex-minister, whose superior information was now clearly manifested, and 
the immediate charge of the matter was enlrnslcd lo Real, one of his crea- 
tures, with orders lo lake his instructions from Fouche alone. At length, 
matters being ripe for the denouement, the whole suspected persons, to the 
number of forty-live, with the exception of ^Moreau, Georges, and Pichegru, 


Kcb.it. iSoj. (ij The jccur.Uc nUcUt^^cucc wlii'cti 
the scerd jiolicc of KoikUc Ii.td of al{ tlic procttd- 
of thi* lloyatUl Ic.'ideri, ami ihc art with which 
they kd llicm into tl»c nure prepared for them, is 
complilcly pro\td hy iftc procbin.itiuii puWkfied 
bv li»c Govcruinent on the d ly c»f ihcir nrrcjjt. ** lii 
tllc >ear ISOS/* said Uegnier, the head of the jw- 
. * . lice, “ a criinin.il recnucili.itiou took 

sitrcs jdace between Kichegru and Moreau, 

r]}6 !o draw two incii between whom honour should 

thcDi on. have placed an eternal barrier. The 
police seized at Calais oni* of their agents at the mo- 
ment when he was preparing lo rLlurn for thusccond 
time to Jiiigland. In his possession were found all 
tlic dneumeuts which proved Ihc reality of an ac- 
commodation iiicxplicahlc on any other principle 
but the connexions which crime occasions. Mean- 
wlrilc the plot advanced, l^ajulai^, the fisendaiid 
confident of Kithegru, passed over secretly fioiii 
Paris to London, and fioni London to Karis, com- 
municating to Moreau the seutimcnls of Kicliegiu, 
and to Picljcgru ihooc of Moreau. 'Ihij biigands of 

Georges were all this time preparing, utidcrhand 
at Paris, tin* execution of their joint projeols. A 
plate was fixed on between Dieppe and 'I report, at 
a disljnee.from observation, wheic the luigands of 
Lnglaiul, brought IhilUer in English ships of war, 
discmliarkrtl without licing percei\ed, qnd tlicic 
they met with persons corrupted loieceivc them; 
men paid to guide tlu m duringthe night, from one 
station to another, as far as Paris. Tliere they found 
rooms ready hired for them I)y trusty guardians; 


they lodged in different ({uarters at Chaillot, in the 
Itiie du ll.ie, in the faubourg bl.-.Maueau, in tlic 
Marais. Geurgc> anti eight brigands first disem- 
lurktd ; thru Custer M.Aietnr ami ten others*, and 
in the first da)s of tfiis month a third parly arrived, 
consisting of Pichegru, kijolais, and otliers*, the 
couspiiMiois met at the fiirm o. La I'otteric; Georges 
and Pichegru arrived at Paris. They lodged in the 
same house, .xurronnded by thirty brigands, whom 
Giorges commantlcd. They met with General Alo- 
reau ; i)je daj, the hour, the place, where the first 
conference was hchl, were known : a second svas 
fixed on, hut not realized i a third and a fourth took 
place in the house of Moreau Ininsclf. The traces of 
Georges and Moreau have been foJImved (roin house 
to Itouse; 'those who aided in tlicir debarkation, 
those who, under cloud of night, conducted them' 
from post lo post; tliosc who gave them an asylum 
at Paris, their confidents, their accomplices, Laj'o- 
lais, the chief go-hetween, and General Moreau, 
have been arrested."-— lio'’a. v. 293 — 205. 

(2) Pour. V. 233. 287. Norv. ii 271,275. 

This is csl.ihlisiicd by the testimony of iVapoIcon 
himself: — * heal (the licad of the police) told me," 
said Napoleon, •“ that when Motcmu and Pichegru 
were togcllicr, they could not come to an imdcr- 
blaiiding, as Geoigcs would undcrljke iiolhing hul 
for the inlcicsl of the Pouihoiis. IIo had tin reiuiu a 
jdaii, but iMorcnu had none; he wished In overturn 
my power, hut had i.o person in view to pul in my 
place. It was no wonder, therefore, they could not 
come to terms of agreement/’— Boua. yi. lOO, 
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who had not )et been discovered, were arresled at once in Pans, and lhro>Yn 
into prison. Amongthem were t^o^oung men of noblefamily and generous 
dispositions’, destined to a melancholy celebrity in future times,— Counts 
Armand and Jules Pohgnac { i). 

Ttb .s,,8o4 Moreau ^as the first of Ihc three tvlio T\as seized. Charles d’Ho- 
MoK»u’^ zter, one of the prisoners, had attempted to commit suicide m pri- 
son, and his dying declarations, wherein he had implicated that general, 
were made use of as a ground to order his arrest, although the subsequent 
report by Regmcr admitted that the police bad been throughout privy to all 
Ills meetings \Mih the conspirators. Reluming from his country estate to 
Pans, henas arrested and con\eyed to the Temple; and on the morning of 
the i7ih, all Pans A^as astonished by tfacfollovnng order of the day , addressed 
to the garrison of the capital. “ Fifty brigands have penetrated into the ca- 
pital; Georges and General Pichegru were at their head. Their coming ^^as 
occasioned by a man who is yet numbered among our defenders, by General 
Aloreau, \^ho ^as yesterday consigned to the hands of the national justice. 
Their design %^as, after having assassinated the first consul, tohavcdclncrcd^ 
over Franco to Iho horrors of a civil war, and all the temblc convulsions of a 
counter-rev olution (2). 

can>(.ni> ho vvords caocouvcy an adequate idea of the consternation which 

tlsn'diltb I ■ • I * . ' • 

lifUiimlo I ■ ‘ • • • • • , 

1 I* I'll .>l 

the army, . . « . • • . '« i . . , •. 

(rated by the most glorious exploits; the simplicity and modesty of his pri- 
vate lifo had long cudeared him to all classes, and especially the numerous 
body who were enamoured of Republican manners. TobndsoiJluslriousa 
name coupled w ith brigands, to hear the known supporter of Republican prin- 
ciple* accused of a design to bring aboutacounicr-rovolution, was so violent 
a revulsion, so inconceivable a change, as to cxcitc m the highest degree the 
suspicions and passions of the people. The Rcvolutiouists regarded Moreau 
as the leader of thtir party, and the only consistent supporter of their prin- 
ciples; the soldiers looked back with pride lotus military actiicvcmcnls, and 


arrest, and declared that the first consul was about to sacrifice tho greatest 
general of the Republic to hisambilious dc»sgus, he had then good cause to 
congratulate himself that Richepansc and twenty-five thousand of the con- 
querors of llohcnlmdca had met with an uQUmcly end on the shores of 
S.-Dommgo (5). 

^apo]<.'on, however, was notlulimidalcd. The arrest ofJIorcau 
was soon followed up by liiat of Pichegru, who was seized in his bed a fort- 
Anj»r night after. It was not wilhoutdifilculty that this renowned leader 
iKb4-(r«. \^as made prisoner; his ready presence of mind, undaunted spirit, 
and prodigious personal strength, made it no easy mailer (o secure him even 
under circumstances the most favourable to the assailants. He was at itiiglU 
betrayed by an old friend, in whoso house ho had sought refuge. Tins in- 
famous w retch, who was named Lcblauc, had the baseness to rev cal liis place 

(0 Norr li 216 T.ail. 214.3(1. »»*UUoo HK«* wtity ‘I** 'Z 

(2) Nor» »* 316 6fU.*»DUiI> mcj.wm lutCMRlIy r»Utd »* 

vJ) II 312 ^»P 'I* 21J- AU IW »i ilfot liMicB* 

•'ll.* c/uui,*’ uyi A<{x>]<ua. "mttatAtutoU *ur* tJ cAjo;* mtn *** 

>iwl(at AlcJi fttUis vfuJoa iiu ta k ellci> tiwcaisw.’*— las C4)i/,i«u3i}.*A4 ui. 341 
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of retreat for 100,000 crowns. “ His treachery,” says Napoleon, “ was liter- 
ally a disgrace to humanity (1).” Guided by this traitor, and fully informed 
as to the means of resistance which he always had at his command, a party of 
.police, strongly armed, entered his bedroom at night, by means of false keys, 
furnished by their perfidious assistant. They found the general asleep, with 
a lamp burning on a table near the. bed, and loaded pistols by his side. Ad- 
vancing on tiptoe, they overturned the table so as to extinguish the light, and 
sprung upon their victim before he was aware of their approach. Suddenly 
awaking,' he exerted his strength with undaunted resolution, and struggled 
long and violently with the assailants. He was at length, however, over- 
powered by numbers, bound hand and foot, and conducted, naked as he Avas, 
to the Temple (2). 

Feb.zG, isoi. The arrest of Pichegru was immediately followed by a decree of the 
Senate, Avhich suspended for two years trial by jury in all the departments of 
the Hepublic, “ for the crimes of treason, attempts on the person of the first 
consul or the exterior or interior security of the Republic.” For this purpose 
the tribunals were organized in a different manner, agreeably to the direc- 
tion of the law of 25 Florial, 1802. All the persons accused in Paris Avere sent 
for trial to the tribunal of the department of the Seine (5). 
zso7'’ Georges, hoAvever, Avas still at liberty, although a rigid blockade 

oror-es prevcntcd his leaving Paris; but he did not long escape the vigi- 

cadoudai. lancc of the police. On the 9th March, he was arrested as he Avas 
crossing the place of the Odeon, at seven in the evening, in a cabriolet. He 
never went abroad without being armed, and his arrest in that public mapner 
cost the life of one man, Avhom he shot dead as he stopped his horse, and he 
desperately Avounded another who advanced to seize him in the carriage. He 
was instantly conducted to the Temple, and treated with such rigour, that 
. when Louis Bonaparte Avent to see him the next day in prison, he found him 
lying on his mattress, AAUth his hands strongly manacled, and bound across 
his breast ; a spectacle which excited the indignation of that humane prince as 
well as that of General Lauriston, Avho Avas present on the occasion (4). Mo- 
reau, however, was treated in a very different manner ; he met Avilh the most 
respectful attention, and was surrounded by military men who Avould not 
have permitted any insult to be offered to so illustrious a character. 
ajla°7ai:ic. arrcst of Georges, a meeting of the Council of 

Duiuf State Avas held, in Avhich Napoleon took a step from which his me- 
d-Ligiuen. mory will never recover. lie decided the fate of the Duke d’En- 
GHiEN. This young prince, son to the Duke de Bourbon, and a lineal des- 
cendant of the great Conde, Avas born, apparently to the highest destinies, at 
Chantilly, on August 2, 1772. He' accompanied his father, while yet a boy, 
in his flight from .Paris on July 16, 1789, and had ever since remained in 


(1) Las Cas. iil. 362. 

(2) Las Cas. iii. 363. Bour. vi. 10, tl. 

“ Pichegru's seizure was owing to Uis generosity 
in declining to receive another asylum, where he 
would have been perfectly safe. An old aide-de- 
camp of Uis, M. Lagrenie, who had retirea from 
the service some ye.irs before, and a mai) of un- 
doubted honour, besought him to accept an asylum 
in bis house; but he positively refused to endanger, 
by accepting the offer, a man who had given so 
striking a pioof of attachment to his person."— 
Boua. vi 11, 12. 

(3) Big. iii. 327, 328. 

(4) Bour. vi. 37, -is. 

AVhen caamined before the judge of police, 
Georges openly avowed his intention lo overturn 


the first consul. " AVhat was your motive for com- 
ing to Paris ? To attack the first consul. What were 
your means of attack ? By' force. Where did you 
expect to find the means of applying force ? In all 
France. There is, then, a conspiracy extending over 
all France, under the direction of you and your 
accomplices? No , hut there was a reunion of force 
at Paris. What were the pn-jccts of y ourself and 
your assoiiales? To place a Bourbon in the room 
of the first consul. What Bourbon did you mean to 
place on the throne? Louis Xavier Stanislas for- 
merly, whom we now designate Louis XVlIl. AVhat 
weapons vvere you lo use? Weapons similar to those 
of his escort and guard." — .See CUrEFiGoi:— //«?. ife 
la llciiauraiion , U, 153. andKoavias, ii, 279. 
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exile, attached to thoiiohlebutunfortunato corps ^^hlch, under the Prmcc of 
Coud<5, continued, through adverse equally as prosperous fortune, failjifulto 
the cause of the monarchy A noble countenance, a commanding air, and 
dignified "expression bespoke, e\cn to a passing obscr>cr, his illustrious 
descent, >vlulc the affability of his manners and generosity pf his character 
justlj endeared him to his numerous companions in ad>ersity. On all occa- 
sions in >\hich they ^\cre called into action, these shining qualities displaced 
thcmschcs L>cr the foremost in ad\ance, he was the last to retreat, and by 
lus skill and bra\cr> eminently contributed to the brilliant succes| gained by 
the emigrant corps at Berlsluem in an earl) period of thox\ar On thatocca- 
$,pt j. . 9 i Sion a number of Republican pnsoners fell into the hands of the 
Rojalists, the soldiers loudly demanded that some reprisals should be made 
for the sanguinary laiNS of the Conxention, \shich had doomed so many of 
their comrades to the scaffold, but the joung prince replied, the blood of 
our companions, shed in the most just of causes, demands a nobler )cngc- 
ancc(l) Let them h\e, (hey arc Frenchmen, (hc) arc unfortunate, I put 
them under the safeguard of )our honour and humanity (2) 

« * It x\as on the fate of a prince, thus ndily endow cd with cry noble 

mowti U sirtuc, that thcc.ouncilof State, under tlic prcsidcncc of Napoleon, 
sat at Pans on the lOtU March, lb04 It appeared from the depo- 
silions of two of the prisoners who had been apprehended, that a 
mjslcnous person was present at some of the meetings of llic Rojalist chiefs, 
who was treated b) Georges with the utmost respect, and in wlioso presence 
none of the persons assembled saldown(3) Suspicion turned on some prince 
of the blood as the only person to whom these marks of respect w ire likely to 
ho shown, and no one was thouglil to answer the discnpiion so completely 
as the Duke d’Lnghicn, who at that period was at Ettcnhcim, a chateau 
situated on the right bank of the Rhine, in the Icrriiorics of the Duke of 
Daden, and four leagues from Strasboui^ A conlideniial officer was de- 
spatched to Strasbourg to make ciiquir) , be ascertained that the duke was 
frequently at the theatre of Strasbourg, Ined a \cry retired life, was some- 
tiuiis absentfor ten or twehc dajs logcUicr, and appeared passionately fond 
of hunting, m which the greater part of his tune was ciuploNcd(l) On tins 
slender basis did this iniquitous Council of Slate, under the iinmcJiaio 
directions of Napoleon, hold it established that the Duke d’Liighiiu was the 
mysterious stranger alluded to in the depositions of Georges* associates, upon 
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, Which Kapoleon himself diciaicd .iiul signed an order fot his arrest in a 
neutral leriilory, wiiii such minute directions for the seizure of the prince 
and Ids conveyance to Strasbourg, that it was evident his destruction was 
, already resolved on,. Cambaceres, the second consul, who had voted in the 
convention for the death of Louis, made the strongest remonstrances against 
■' this proposed measure, especially its accomplishment by means of a violation 
of the neutral territory. of Baden; but Kapoleon cut him short by the ob- 
servation (1); — “You have become singularly chary of the blood of the 
Bourbons 

occti'a. The truth was, that the unfortunate prince was at Ettenheinij on 
.account of a passion with which he was inspired for the Princess 
lUH i.mo. Uohan, an emigrant lady of distinction in that neighbourhood, 
and it was to visit her that he was absent for the periods which in the suspi- 
'cious mind of the first consul, could have been for no other purpose but to 
concert measures with Georges in the French metropolis. IBs mode of life is 
thus described by Savary, who afterwards was so deeply implicated in his 
execution. “ Several emigrants had arrived in the environs, and were en- 
tertained by the prince. He was passionately fond of the chase, had a liaison 
dc occur with a French lady who shared his exile, and was frequently absent 
' for several days together. This may easily be conceived, when it is recollected 
what a passion for the chase is, and what the attractions of the mountains of 
the- Black Forest (5).” In truth, he had never been at Paris at all, nor en- 
gaged in any conspiracy whatever against cither the government or life of the 
first consul; and the mysterious stranger who was supposed to be him in the 
conferences with Georges afterwards turned out to be Pichegru (4). 

designs of the first consul were loo faithfully carried into 
elTect. The execution of the order was intrusted to General Ordaner, 
b.'jJrX'*’' who following punctually the directions he had received, set out 
from New Brisach with tlirec hundred gens-d’armes, and arrested the prince 
in his bed at night on the lulh March. He was immediately conducted to 
Strasbourg, with all his papers and all the persons in the house, and intelli- 
gence despatched to Paris by the telegraph of his arrest. When it was known 
at the Tuileries that he had been seized, Joeepliiue, who never failed to exert 
her inllucuce in behalf of misfortune. Implored the lirst consul to show 
v.iiii mt.r- mercy. She threw herself on her knees, and earnestly begged bis 
life; but he said, >\ilh a stern air, “ Mind your own matters; these 
are not the affairs of women ; let me alone.” His violence on this occasion 
exceeded any thing that had been witnessed since his rethrn from Egypt. 
He was so prepossessed with the idea that the Bourbon princes were one and 
all leagued in a conspiracy against his life, that he was incapable of exercising 
the natural powers of his mind in considering the evidence on the subject. 
“I am resolved,” said he, “to put an end to these conspiracies; if the emigrants 
will conspire, I will cause them to be shot. I am told there are some of them 
concealed in the hotel of M. de CobenlzcH” (the Austrian ambassador), “1 do 
not believe it; if it were so, f would shoot Cobentzell along with them. The 
Bourbons must be taught that they' aye not to sport with life with impunity; 
such matters arc not child’s play (o).” 

M. Talleyrand, aware of the imminent danger which the duke ran if he con- 


(1) Bonr. V. 305, 30G. Bovigo, ii. 37. 

(2'1 Xapoleou ctijoiiicd tlie officer iiilriislea -witli 
ihemiskionlo lake 200 ilregooiib, and send 300 more, 
bvilh four pieccb of liglil cannon, lo Kclil, and 
100 men, with two jiicccb of camion, from Kow 

IV. 


Brisacli. — Sec Rovir.o, ii. 268 — Pieca Juit, No. l, 

(3) Rov. ii. 35. 

(4) Hour. V. 307. Rov. ii. 59. , 

(5) Bour. V. 316, 341. 

^4 
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H* bad tmued in Ins residence atEtlenhom, had secretly senLlmn warning* 
5iVr"^*of^ to remote, through the lady Co whom he was attached at that place, 
i>,i danjer similar intelligence was at the same time transmitted, bv* th*e 
King of Sweden, by means of Ins minister at Carlsruhc; and’it augments our • 
regret at ihe issue of this melancholy tale, that he was only presented from 
a>aihng himself of iheinielhgence, and escaping the danger, hy the tardiness 
of the Austnan auihoniics in procuring him passports Upon recei\ing tho 
warning he resolved to join his grandfather, but in doing so it was necessary 
that he should pass through part of ihe Austrian territories. Sir Chajl^s 
Stuart, the English ambassador at \icnna, wrote for this purpose torije 
Austnan Government to demand a passport for the duke, and it*was tbcir 
tardiness m answering, that occasioned the dc]a},\which pcrmiUcd his arrest 
by Napoleon, and coat him Ills life (1) 

“oirf w Orders arrived at Strasbourg from Pans on the 18lh March to 
^11 »i><i have the Duke d’Cnghicn forthwith forwarded to the capital. Th*c 
riM^noet, carriage which convcjcd him arrived at the harriers of Pans on 
the 20th, at eleven o’clock forenoon. He was there stopped, and detained 
for above five hours, until orderswere received from the first consul. No 
council was summoned j Napoleon took upon Inmself alone the disposal of 
his fate. At four in the evening orders arrived to liave him conducted bj the 
exterior barriers to \tNCENNCs, an ancient castellated fortress of great 
strength, a nulc and a lialfbcjond thcfaubourgSl -Antoine, which had been 
long used as a state prison, and it was dark before he arrived there. Every 
thing was already prepared for Ins reception; not only liis chamber was 
ready, but his grave was dug (2) 

No sooner was Napoleon informed of the arrival of the Duke 
d’Lnghicn at the barriers, than he wrote out and signed an order 
sa foi* Hiimcdiatc dclivcry to a military commission, to be tried for 


to Murat, the governor of Pans, who forthwitli sent for General llullin and 
SIX of the senior colonels of regiments in Pans, to form a iiulilar) Lomims- 
sion. The) immcdialelj proceeded to Viiiccuncs, where thej found Savarj, 
.. . I : • ' •' •clitr. Ill possession of the castle and all 

■ ■ V ■ . . . The sultecijucnl proceedings cannot be 

Lu. g,.V' • *' Hard, thegovernor of the castle (IJ. 

“ In the evening of the 20th 3larch, when the prince was arrived at the 
barrier, the) sent to enquire of me whclhcr I could lodge a prisoner m the 


(N Hour T 301. SOS Tot ii 300 

13) tour. T 3lS 330 

(}) Tl>« uracr ti fulloa* i 

«(,(20 V«rr.t,l60t} 

** Tbe (lOTCniJMDl of RfjmUie 4c(rco w 
fitUowi I 

*■ I —TV* Ul* DbL« a »ccti>rJ 

}a«ii g Imroc *rui> ie* >“> >V* Rf|*uhl r, cT kttiai; 
U«a ami .iiU U i ; lo lb* ]>*} < 1 U ;Iaml U 
Ikii ;rrc9g<a 10 lh*|1.4t wtuu luul V) Hut Iworr 
aga oil lb* ratmul aoJ lolemil mcviijf oI Ui*Rc* 
puU r .lull V* Jr iietttl I icr l« a uit utf 
UIIUIIKI, cuiBpu.nl o' »ri™ Uir i brf* oaii nl Itj it* 
(Bicruor uTi aii* oba tball aunstla at ViuCcmsc*. 
*' II —TV* giauJ iwiiutcr »( var, auJ 


Vtatial {oirrnor el Tar t. »tt cUarenI '••iV U.* 
circut on of iL* | rrtcnl Uccn-r 

"Til* lir.t Col tul (SijncJ) Ro**r»ati 
• By lU* Sir»l Cuuiul ll»»»** SI***'' 


•• t IcB* n j>y 

TV* (j.itrral'ia.Cliicla Cotcfoof of Tari*. 

'C* U‘**i 

W* J/ca.wrt J, 31 ^ .V* * 

‘ftrsJiut V* 3 . . i 

In M irat i oiJtf, Wloo i-g on iti* •Irtltr. IV* 
ouiniu mi uat J mted lu *i.*.BUa inncd-aicCf 
il tV* cVatcao ul V uc«a-c» (o lit* co|a 
• itV «t M-iuralii>{. ol ill* anoM-d. on tV* 

*t foctV In tU* dn/«« ol iV* Uoicta*-***'" 

W 01. 

(4) tuur r 3:4,929. l;«'.il.39 



1804 .] HISTORY OF EUROPE. . 371 

castle. I answered that I could not, as no rooms were in repair but my own 
chamber and the council hall. .They desired me then to prepare a room for a 
prisoner, who would arrive in the evening, and to dUj a grave in the court. 1 
said that would not he easy, as the court was paved. They replied, I must 
then lind another place, and we fixed on the ditch, where in effect it was 
prepared. 

“The prince arrived at seven in the evening; he was dying of cold and 
hunger, but his air was by no means melancholy. As his room was not yet 
ready, I received him into my own, and sent out to get food in the village. 
The prince satdown to table, and invited me to partake his refreshments. lie 
put' many questions about Vincennes, and told me he had been brought up in 
the environs of the castle, and conversed with much kindness and affability, 
lie repeatedly asked what do they want with me ? what are they going to do 
with me? but these questions made no alteration upon his tranquillity, and 
indicated no disquietude. My wife, who was unwell, was in bed in an alcove 
in the same room, concealed by a tapestry; her emotion was extreme, for she 
was foster-sister to the prince, had enjoyed a pension from his family before 
the Revolution, and she at once recognized him by his voice fl).” 

Grois In(> The duke went to bed shortly after; but before he had time to 
fall asleep, the oflicers arrived, and conducted him into the 
waiiisiuni. council-chamber. General Ilullin and six other ollicers were there 
assembled; Savary arrived soon after the interrogatories began, and took his 
station in front of the lire, immediately behind the president’s chair. The 
accused" was charged with “having borne arms against the Republic, with 
having offered his services to the English Government, the enemies of the 
French people, with having received and accredited the agents of the English 
Government, and furnished them with the means of obtaining intelligence, 
and conspired w'ith them against the exterior and interior security of the 
state ; with having put himself at the head of an assemblage of emigrants and 
others in the pay of England, formed on the frontiers of France in the terri- 
tory of Baden; carried on communications in Strasbourg calculated to disturb 
the peace of the adjoining departments, and favour the views of England, and 
being engaged in the conspiracy set on foot at Paris against the life of the 
first consul, and about, in case of its success, to enter France (2).” The law 
in such a case required that a counsel should be allowed to the accused ; but 
none was permitted to the prince, and he was obliged, at midnight, to enter 
unaided upon his defence (oj. 

lie is cou. No evidence whatever was brought forward against the accused ; 
hirjcdrr" no witnesses were, examined ; the documentary evidence consisted 
lim.out any ^f OHC siuglc Writing, namely, the act of accusation (4). The 
nidrnca. >YhoIe casc against him rested upon the answers he gave to the 
interrogatories put by the commission, and they were clear, consistent, and 
unequivocal, openly avowing the truth, but containing not one single ad- 
mission which could be tortured into evidence of his culpability, (5) “ There 


(1) Bour. V. 330, 331. Biog. Jes Contemporains. 
Art. O'liiigliieii. 

(2) Jugi’iiiciit sur Ic Due d’Eugliien. Mem. par 
Dupiii. 49. 

(3) Dupiii, 12, 13. 

(4) “Oil ii’avjit,” says Savary, “<[u’un scul do- 
cument pour Inule piece a charge ct h deebarge; 
e’etait I’arrcte des Consuls du 20 mars. La minute 
du Jiigeinent rcdigii a Vincennes le poite lextuelle- 
ment. ‘ Lecture faite des pieces lania charge qu’a 
dechargo au nombre d’une.”’ — Bovtoo, ii, 251. 


(5) The material parts of the declaration were as 
follow : — 

Being asked if be had taken up arms against 
France ? be answered, “ That be had served through 
the whole war ; that he had never been in England, 
hut had received a pension from that po.ver, and 
had no other means of suhsislance; that he h.ad re- 
sided for two years and a half at Etleuheim in the 
Btisgaw, by permission from the sbyei-cigns of that 
country; that he had applied for permission to re- 
side at Fribourg, also in the Brisgaw, and remained 
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v\crc,” sajs Sa\arj, Uie %\aiine'il apologist of Xnpoltbn, “noillicr iJocu~ 
mcnls, nor proofs, nor >\ilncsses, against iht prince, and in Ins declaration iic* 
cniplialically denied llio accusation brought pgainst him. Ills connCMons 
^Mlh England, in the rank in \>luch he \\asbom. Ins correspondence with his 
grandfalher, the Prince of tondiJ, could not be considered as idencc of any 
conspiracy. And even if it had been otherwise, whal judge la so ignorant as 
not to hnovY that the admissions of an accused person arc nev er sulficicul to 
c ndemn him, if unsupported by other tcslimon) (1)? ” “ I must confess,’^ 
sajs General Hullin,“ the prince presented Ininsclf before us with a noble as^ 
surance, he indignantly repelled the aspersion of havmg been directly or 
indirectly engaged in any conspiracy against the life of the first consul, but 
admitted having borne arms against France, saying, with a courage and re- 
solution which forbid us even for liis own sake to make him vary on (liat 
point, ‘ that he ■ I ■ . ‘ _ ' ■ 

could never re- . 

opinions, rende: ■ • . . .1 . 

11 tnollr At t * 1 • : . ■ ‘ 

signing the prcscnlproccs terbal 1 earnestly request to be gcr- 
milted to have a private audience of the first cousul. My name, 
my rank, my habits of thought, and the horror of my situation, induce me tq 
hope that he will accede to dial demand ” A member of llic commission pro- 
posed that this request should be forwarded to Aapolcun, hut bavary, who 
was behind the president, rcprcscnlcdl that such a demand was inujipor- 
tunc(3). The request, however, made such an imprcsMon, lliat when the 
sentence wasaboui to be made out, the president took U]> the jicn, and was 
beginning to write a letter, expressing thcwishof the prince to liavean in- 
terview with him, but Savary vvhisperid to him, “ \Mial arc you about?”— 

1 am writing,” said he, to the first consul, to express the wuli of the 
council and of the accused ” — “ ^our affair i» finished,” replied Savary, tak- 
ing the pen out of his hand, ** that my business ( f).”— In truth,” say's 
Savary, General Uullin hod received the mo»l severe instructions Even 
the ease of the accused demanding an interview with the first consul (b), had 
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!biTrmi ^ memorable relnbulion availed all tbe^actors in this bloody ira- 
baVrT" gedy Mural, seized eleven, years afterwards on the ^eapobtan 
territory, when atieniplingtocxcilc Ibe people to*a rQ\olt, wasllc-* 
loM^lntTc b'cred oterto ajnibtary commission, tricdundera law which ho 
murder himscIf had Diadc, and shoU General llullin, after haMiig. spent, 
as he himself said, “ twenty years m unavailing regrets; bowed down, by mis- 
fortune } blind, and unhappy,” wished for the gra> e to rehev e him from Ids . 
snlTerings (1); Savary In cd to^wiincss calamities to himself and hisicountry; 
sufficient, in his own words, to draw from his eyes tears of blood (2), and 
^3poJton, vanquished m war, precipitated from jus llifonp, slnpi of his pos- 
sessions, was left an cMle amidst the melancholy main, torcllcclon thectcr- 


deedaof violence e\otc m the human heart, ifiosl remain for ever a mystery; 
but 10 many cases. the connexion between national, equally as iiidnidual,'* 
crime, and its appropriate punishment, is so evident as to be obvious cvcil oif 
the surface of history. The murder of the Duke d’Enghien lighted again the 
flames of continental war, and induced that* terrible strife wliicli ultimately 
brought the Tartars of the Desert to the walls pf Pans. From it may be datcdi 
thficommenccmcnlof that tram of events which precipitated ^apoI^oufron^ 
the throne qf Cbaclomagnc to the rock of St.-nclcna. * * 

£:™s;u ' , ... ■ . imug 

(till tet » a I , . I • KpW 

rin-dlB • , .• 

Firi* „wS V -.x .WM. w u, V. t. V .v.i»r, an* 

xicty, were depicted in every countenance. Jt was opciily'stigmaiizcd by a 
great proporlfon of the p6o|ilcasa bloody and.nccdlcss assassination; ainorig 

. • • : . . : . : ' '* ■ 

! * . . : • ; • . • • * . * ^ I : I 

victim bad sutrereJ; a favourite spaniel, whicbjiad followed the princp to* 
the place of cxccutiqn, faithful in death,, was jo ])& seen constantly lying on 
the grave. The lulcrcstcxcitcd^by its appearance was so strong, that Ijy an 
order of the police the dog was' removed, and all access la the’ place, pro- 
hibilcd(3^. • . - , . 

consternation which prevailed among the members of the 
diplomalic body was still greater. Councr^wcrc instantly dcs- 
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csl>matioD,and tblscontsnucd m exile ercn after the essential injur\ done by 
that author to bis cause by the celebrated pamphlet on the Consiitulionar 
monarch),” published at the Rcsloraliou. ^‘Chalcaubriabd,” sdid hep* has 
rccci\cd from nature the sacred Hre; his^orks attest, it ; bi»st}!cis ifot that 
of Racine, it is that of a prophet. There is no one but binigclf> in the world ' ’ 
who could ba\e said with impunity in'lhe Chamber of Peers that the great-* 
coat and hat of Aapolton, placed on the end of a stick on the coast of Bfcst,’ 
would make Europe run to arms from oncend to anothci:(l),” * ** 
Dwhof This tragic e\cnl was soon followed by another still morp mis- ' 
nci.e„ru tenous, Farlj *. • . ‘ . . j . , 

wasfound stranglcdin pr. . • ‘ ^ ■ \ ! .. ■ 


separate examinations, in ‘ *. • . . ‘ ^ 

fronted with Georges, Lajolais, and all the witnesses wbo*wcro examined 
against them. On all occasions, howocr, lie had evinced an unconquerable 
firmness and resolution. Ao one was injured h) his answers; and not/nng ' 
whatever had been elicited from him calculated to clTcct the great object 
implicating Moreau in the conspiracy. Such was the effect* produced by Ins ’ 
courageous demeanour, that Real said open)) before several persons on co;. 
niing from one of his examinations, — hat a man that Pichegru is?" In, 
all his declarations he was careful to abstain from any iliipg vvhicIPmigbt 
involve an) other person, and exhibited a grandciir of character anlltgcnQ,-* 
rous resolution in his fetters, w Inch excited the admiration cv cn,of hij chc- , 
mics. He positive!) refused, however, to sign any ofhis judicialdcclaralions, 
alleging as a reason, that he was too well acquainted witli the arts of the 
police, who, having once got htssignalgrc, would b) a chemiCfil process effi' 
cace all the writing which stood above it, and insert another stalcmcntf qon- 
taming ever) thing which the) wished him to admit.. lie loudly announced 
bis mtcnlioD of speaking out boldl) on his trial, and m particular declared 
that he was resolved ** to unfold the odious means b) which ho and hiscorp-* 
panions had been entrapped into the conspiracy by the police. That l^cy had 
at length become full) sensible of the .Machiavchan devices which had been 
practised upon them, from the facilit) given to their landing'and coming to 
Pans, and (hcuticrnulhly of all the reports llic) had received of the general 
disposition m their favour. That having had their c)cs at Iciiglli, opened, 
thc) were onl) solicitous to gel out of Pans, and were making preparations 
Ap«ii i« ISO* for that purpose when they were arrested bj llic police." This lO- 
tcnlion to speak out at the trial was m an especial manner declared on thc 
da) of Ins last examination taken before Rea), and next nioniing at cigiit 
o'clock ]ic was found strangled in iiisrcll (;2). 

surgeons w ho were called loexamme the bod) of the deceased 
fc.lX,"ir signed a report, in wliicli Ibev stated llial “ the body was found 
with a black silk bandkcrchtcf hard twisted round the neck b) means 
of a email etick about live inches long, winch was kept tigiitoa the left 
chcik on winch it rested by one end, winch prevented it from unwiiiJing, 
and produced thc strangulation wliirii had Icnninatcd in death." lhe<;ra- 
Jarmf/ in aUcnJancc declared tliai they heard no noise, except a ronvido- 
rablc coughing on llic | 
ccasid;and that thcsoi 
respiration (r»). This is a 
iu)stcrious Irati^aclion ; 




(tV Ir SIS Dmu * H7.U9 

(3) r<«(.T .1 >1. i» 111. 
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ral presuniplions of greater strength than any such testimony did not incline 
to the darker side (1). ; _ ' • 

• Rcfl.ctwm “ When you.would discover ,V says Machiavel, “ who is the* author 
of a crime, consider who had an interest'to commit it.”' Judging hy, 
(;rl{cLIs.ri stQudardj moral presumption weighs heavily against the first 
to iiisiifaih. consul.' He* was on the eve of the greatest step in his' life; the im- 
perial sceptre was within his grasp, and the public authorities had already 
been instructed to petition him to assume the crown Of Charlemagne. At the 
V same lime the crisis was of the most violent kind. The Royalist party were 
in the highest stale of pxcilement, in consequence of the execution of the 
Duke d’Enghien; the Republicans, in sullen indignation, awaited the trial of 
Moreau. In these critical circumstances it was impossible to over-estimate 
the effect which might have been produced on such inflammable materials, 
by the bold declarations of Pichegru at his lrial, openly denouncing the in-' 
trigues and treachery of the police, and tearing aside the veil which concealed 
^ the dark transactions by Avhich JTouchc had precipitated the leaders of the 
opposite parties into measures so eminently calculated to aid the ascent of 
Napoleon to the’ throne*. The first consul, it is true, had no cause either to . 
.be apprehensive of Pichegru, or to doubt’his conviction at the trial; but his 
ministers had every reason to fear the effect which might be produced by the, 
revelations made by so encrgclie.and intrepid a character, and the strongest 
grounds for believing that he would utterly negative all attempts to implicate 
" his great rival Moreau in the conspiracy. In these circumstances, private as- 
sassination became the obvious expedient, and within the gloomy walls of the 
-Temple .numerous wr tches'were t.o be found, trained to crime, and pro- 
foundly versed jn all the means of perpetrating it in the way least likely to 
•.incur detection". There can be no reasonable doubt therefore,, that Pichegru 
was murdered, but there is no evidence ^to connect, Napoleon with the act; 
and the probability is, that it was perpetrated by Fouche and the police, to 
, prevent the exposure of the infamous means used by them to implicate both 
Moreau and the Royalists in the trammels of a conspiracy, which they.had so 
much reason to apprehend from the illustrious captive’s knonn character and 
declared resolution. “ . ' • . 

“ This view ‘is st/ongly confirmed, when it is recollected, on the other hand, 
PichegrUjhimself had no conceivable motive for committing suicide. Death 
to so old a soldier and determined a character could have few terrors; and the 
experience* of. the Revolution has proved that its.prospect hardly ever led to 
self-destructionr He Had uniformly and energetically declared his resolution 
. to. speak fully out at the trial, and nothing Had occurred* to shake that deter- 
mination, -for his own’condeinnation he must from the first Iiave regarded as 
certain. Voluntary strangulation in the way in which Pichegru perished, if 
not an impossible, is at least a highly di'Iicult act; the religious impressions 
which he had preserved from his yputh upwards rendered it highly impro- 
bable; and the. secrecy which Gov’ernment maintained in regard to his decla- 
rations^ necessarily led to the conclusion that they 'contained matter Avhich 
.it was deemed advisable to bury in the tomb. So .universal was the impres- 
sion produced by these circumstances,. that M.'Real, on the morning of his 
death, said, “ Though nothing can be more apparent than that this was a 

(j) It is not ihp least interestinjj circumMaiicc ill older than the first consul, they had received their 
this melancholy story, that Pithegm had hccu the commissions as lieutenants of artdhuy at ,the same 
School companion of Napolion -it the military aca- time. Now the one was aiiout to ascend the throne 
demy of Rriimic. Thej had been bred up in the of TraiiLe, while tUevolher was sUaugled iii a dun- 
same house, and itv\as he \%ho taughtNapoUou the gcon --Sec BouaMbUHE, vi, 13> 15* 
four first rules of aritlimclic. Though considexaMy , 
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<iiirir1p. ip| itivilralways be said that, dcspairjpg of conviciioii, Moslraaslcd’ 


■ ■ ‘ ** " '■‘1 SC enlLTiai[n.u, IMU. auvt.iav..^,; J 

. Jic Dloo'dy (Iced Iwiitbccn carried inlo. •' 

ex€cmion{o;. * i , struck by llie m^sicnous circuinslanccs 

of his death, ascribed u to the Mamelukes ^\ho* hail acconijianied NapoJion • 
from Egypt,*_and liad been trained Ip such deciJs ia’lho recesses of Easieru 
,seragJjo,a.(J)- ' » •* . * 

» At Jeoglb, after long and tedious preparatory examinations, Jforgay, 
Georges, the tu o Polignacs, La ftinerc, and all the accused, ‘v'crc.brougfit to ' 
trial. Before leaving the Temple,. Ceorg . *. ; T ’ 

. the court, and earnestly rccom'mended . , , . ■ ; 

they should abstain from criminating 6a : ' >• 

cjision, and the recollection that it svas uoui iMi- sHiM.e . ■ *'■**. 

•had been taken to the scaUold, had subdued to a sadder omtl 'milder mood 
his naturally ' ‘ « if m the trials ^hichaMpd 

us,” said he, ‘ ^ • 

that I am wi • ■ t 

yesJ 'ivecannu**^..^v,-.. . , 

t • •' r'-'d •'"d considerate lonards.cach olbor, reuoupji, jwui, 

I . : • ' aflcc-* 

tlUU. . ' t ‘ tlOUill* 

of God; in (he hour of death let us pray (hat our couiiti), f>.awu.,J :.jm the 
yoke Inch oppresses it, may one (lay be bicssed under (liarulo of the Bout^ 
bons. ^'c^e^folgct that it \vas from tbo prison ^^hich arc about tcr^qait , 
that Louis XVI Mcnt fortli to thoscalTold, Let bis sublime example bo)our 
model and your guide (b).” ' ^ • - • . . 

Tr..i of Early on the 28lh 31a), the doors of the Palace ot /ustico wercT 
thrown open, and the trial begau. An immense cro\S'd’instaiuly 
Rndettun rushed in, and occupied cvciyaicnuc to Ihelialf; lljc doors were 
besieged by thousands, urgent Jo obtain admittance. The pubKc anxiety 
rose lo the lugliest pilch. I’crsons the chief rank and grcajc»l cousillcra- 

(1) Itor li 5S- 

(2) Ilnur, ti 35,35. ’ - 

(3) Roy a. 5S. 

NtimlteB > 1 b ai>cnur>inr oniSi, tulijtcf «(5 i - 
a.fMifeof ' JltJfHj, »'li»rr»Yd,**lli»* •.* 

■ ' ■ i " ' ‘•.'t'M In JefYiiO S'Bmll 
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•tion in Paris were there ; the remnants of the old nobility, the leaders of the 
modern Republic, flocked to a scene where the fate of characters so interest- 
ing to both was to be determined. The prisoners, to the number of forty-five, 
were put to the bar together. Public indignation murmured aloud at seeing 
the conqueror of Ilohenlinden seated amidst persons, many of whom were 
regarded as the hired bravoes of England. In'the course of the trial, which 
lasted twelve days, a letter from Moreau to the first consul, written from the 
prison of the Temple, was read, in whicli he stated his case with so much 
simplicity and candour, that it produced the most powerful effect on the 
audience (1). The result of the trial was, that Moreau’s innocence was com- 
pletely established, or rather the prosecutor totally failed to prove any cri- 
minal, corinexion on his part with the conspirators; not one witness could fix 
either a guilty act or important circumstance upon him. He admitted having 
seen Pichegru on several occasions, but'positively denied that he had ever 
been in presence of Georges; and, though two witnesses were adduced who 
.swore to' that fact, their testimony was unworthy of credit, being that of 
accused persons under trial for the same crime (2). Throughout the whole 
trial his demeanour was dignified, mild, and unassuming. On one occasion 
only his indignant spirit broke forth, when the president accused him of a 
desire to make himself dictator “ Me dictator ! ” exclaimed he, “ and- with 
the partisans of the Bourbons ! Who then, would be my supporters? I could 
find none but in the French soldiers, of whom-I have commanded nine-tenths 
and saved above fifty-thousand. They havearrested all my aides-de-camp, all 
the officer’s of my acquaintance, but not a shadow of suspicion could be found 
against any one, and they have all been s6t at liberty. Can there be such 
folly as to suppose that I propose to make myself dictator by means of the 
partisans of the old French princes, w'ho have combated for the Royalist cause 
since 1 792? Do you really believe that these men, in twenty-four hours, 
should have been so suddenly changed as to make me dictator? You speak of 
my fortune, of my income; 1 began with nothing, and might noAV have been 
worth 30,000,000 francs; I possess only a house and a small property attached 
to.it; my allowances amount to 40,000 francs, and let that be compared with 
my services (5).” 

, Letter of (l) Moreau there said, ** In the cam* tliorily to which all Frenchmen would look in case 
Blorequ to ‘ paigrl of 1797 We took tbe pap- rs of of difHcuUy, and that 1 should he the first to range 
Kapoidon. the Austrian slaffj ainohjtsUhrmwcrc myself under its aulhority. Such oveiturcs made to 
several which seemed to iinpUcate 1‘iihcgru in a me, a private individual, wishing to keeiJ up no 
correspondence with the French princes ; this dis* connexions, neither in the army, ninC'tenlhs of 
covery gave us both great pain, but wo resolved to which have served under my orders, noriu thustate, 
hury it in oblivion, as Pichegru, being no longer at imposed upon me no duly but that of refusal ; the 
tho head of the army, was not in a siluntinn to do infamy of becoming an informer was repugnant to 
injury to the Republic. The events of the 1 8th Fruc- my ch, tractor; ever judged with severity, such a 
liclor succeeded, clisquielucle became universal; and person becomes odious, and deserving of eternal 
two. officers who were acquainted with that corres- reprobation when he turns against those from whom 
pondence, represented to me the necessity of making he has received obligations, or with whom be has 
it public. I was then a public functionary, ami maintained terms of friendship. Such, general, have 
could no longer preserve silence. During the two been my conncNionswilh Pichegru; they will surely 
last campaigns in Germany, and since Uie peace, he convince you that rash and ill-founded ccnclusioits 
has occasionally made remote ai.d circuitous over- have been drawn from a conduct on my part per- 
'lures to me as to the possibility of entering into a baps imprudent, but far from being criminal.” 
correspondence with the French princes, but I coii- These words bear the stamp of truth, and they em- 
sidered them so ridiculous that 1 never madeany brace Ujc whole of what wasproved against Moreau, 
answer, Kot one of the 119 witnesses examined at the trial 

“ As to the present conspiracy, I can equally as- said more against him.— R o»'rriis>m:, vi. 118, 120. 
sure you lhat'l have not had the smallest share in it. (2) Lajobis and Picot were the peisons who spoke 
I repeat it, general, whatever proposition may have toil, and Lajolais was the secret agent ofFoucho 
been made to me, I rejected it in opinion, and rc- throughout the whole transaction, and both were 
garded it as the most absurd of projects. When it fellow-prisoners at the bar with Moreau, [Rovigo, 
was represented to me that the occasion of a de.sccnt ii. 63.] » 

into England would be favourable to a change of *(3) Rour. vi. H5,' 123» 124* Rov. ii; 
government, I answ'cred, that the Senate was the an- 
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Imrnsr.t,. Aslliecase wcnton,and ibcimpossibjlily of conuchng Morcaiy 
of the capital charge prefcired against him became apparent, the 
* disquietude of the hrsl cousul n^scMremc. , Jle scut m private for 
the judges, and questioned them mimilciy as to the probable rcsplt of the 
process; and as it had become impossible to convict him of any share m,lhc 
rnncnirnrv if tt.isof'rced that he should be found guilty of the minor cliaVgc 

w ould only hav o the effect of impelling the Gov ernment into measures ol suit 
greater seventy, and therefore this compromise was unanimouslj agreed to. 
Napoleon stiongly urged a capital sentence, lu the idea probablj ofoTCr- 
whcJminghisrivalb} a pardon; but the judges returned thenoblcansiver; 
“andjfwc doso, who will pardon us In truth, the temper of the public 
mind was such, that any capital sentence on so illustrious a person vvould 
probably have produced a violent commotion, and it wascxlrcmclj doobtful 
»h/»jh/>r ibe sftbhers /tf ihearm] of the Ithtne Mould ttotlme rtseti at once 


the court with the infant child of Moreau in Ins arms, all the military pitscui 
spontaneously ro«eand presented arms, and if iJorcaii had given the word, 
the court would that moment havchecii overturned, and the prisoners liber- 
ated. Whenov er he rose to address the judges, the gendarmes, by w bom he 
was guarded, rose also, and remained uncovered till ho sal down. In fact, 
Ibo public mind was so agitated, that the inducncc of iforcau in fetters al- 
most equalled that of the hrst consul on the throne (Jj. • # 

Ti n Umomniir of r.eor'’e'v ilirouclioul the whole Inal vvasslolcal 

• , • ' . ... » . I.’ I- • 


wnm'’'* the wflolc blame upon himself, and to cvciiipaie Idu 
W hen Ihe debates ncrc closed, act Hie iiiil«r> wired lo dilihcrale, llio pub- 
lie anxiety rose lo the higliesl pit 
in consultation , and all the w hilc, 
cd with anxious multitudes Th< 

the judges returned lo the court, ano iHHwii, SCUM, o . 

deni’s chair, read out the sentence, vvliicU condemned Georges Cadoiiuai, 
Bouvet dc Lozier, Uoussillon, M dcRivitrc, Armand do Pohgnac, iJjolai#, 
Picot, Coslor San Victor, and others, to the tiumbcrof sixteen, to dcaih ; ami 
Jlorcau, Jules de I’ohgnac, Lcridanl, ]lobuJ,and a voung girl named lijO), 

lo two ycars’impnsoument(3J. , , , ,, 

fobiir fM Though the preservation of Moreau s life, which Iiad 

in such mmuueiil hazard, was muvcriall) considered asasuJj 

Mr... .. in 

- - 

U, «l..t !««»'» ' ”V ^ •«* «• 
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of coiigralulalion, yol Ihc ooiuloimialion of so great a uuinbcr of persons, 
many of ^Yhom belongeil to ibo bighcsl society in Paris, to death together, 
spread a general consternation tluough the capital. During four years of a 
steady and lenient administration, the people had not only lost their indif- 
ference, but acquired a horror at the shedding of blood; and a catastrophe 
of this sort, which recalled the sanguinary scenes of tlie Convention, diffused 
uni versal distress. To this feeling soon succeeded a sense of the gross injustice 
done to Moreau, found guilty upon the unsupported declarations of two 
conspirators who were condemned along with himself; and with so strong a 
sense of the iniquity of the conviction in the breast of the judges, that they 
were obliged to sentence him to a punishment, ridiculous and inadequate if 
' he were'guilty, oppressive if innocent (1). 

onZZlt Napoleon, however, was not really cruel ; he was, on the contrary, 
rnnsni. “ , ill geiicral avci’sc to measures of severity, and only callous to all 
com fc'ioiis the suffering they occasioned, when they seemed necessary either 
TrimiU for the projects of his ambition, or the principles of his state policy. 
Ilis object in all these measures was to attain the throne, and for this pur- 
pose the death of the Duke d’Enghien, which struck terror into the Royalists, 
and the condemnation of Moreau, which paralysed the Republicans, seemed 
indispensable. Having attained these steps, he yielded not less to his own 
inclinations than the dictates of sound policy in pardoning many of the per- 
sons convicted. Murat, immediately after the sentence was pronounced, 
repaired to Napoleon, and earnestly entreated him to signalize his accession 
to the imperial throne by pardoning all the accused; but he could not obtain 
from him so splendid an act of mercy. Josephine, never wanting at the call 
of humanity, exerted her powerful influence in favour of several of the per- 
sons under scnteuce ; many other persons at the court followed her example, 
and others were pardoned, in particular Lajolais, in consideration of the 
services they had rendered to the police during the conspiracy. In these 
different ways, Rouvel dc Lozier, Riviere, Armand de Polignac, Lajolais, and 
Armand Gailiard, and three others, experienced the mercy of the first consul. 
The remainder were executed on the 25lh June, on the place de Greve; they 
all underwent their fate with heroic fortitude, protesting with their last 
breath their fidelity to their king and country, and Georges, in particular, 
insisted upon dying first, in order that his companions, who knew that he had 
been offered his pardon by the first consul, might see that he had not deserted 
them in the extreme hour (2). 

II., ici.iy Napoleon asserted to Bourrienne, shortly after the trial was over, 
loAioicau. jjg jjgj greatly annoyed by the result of the process, 
chiefly because it prevented him from utterly extinguishing Moreau as the 
head of a party in the state; that assuredly he never would havesutVered him 
to perish on the scaffold ; but that his name, Avilhered by a capital conviction, 
Avoiild no longer have been formidable, and that he had been led to direct a 
prosecution, from his Council assuring him that there could be no doubt of a 
conviction. He added, that if he had foreseen the result, he Avould have pri- 
vately urged Moreau to travel,, and even have given him a foreign embassy 
to colour his departure (5). After the sentence was pronounced, he acted 
with indulgence to his fallen rival. On the very day on which he requested 
permission to retire to America, Napoleon granted it ; he purchased his estate 
of Gros-Bois, near Paris, which he conferred uponBerthier, and paid the ex- 

(1) Rov. ii. 63. 64. Bour. vi. 1 iO, 141. (3) Bour. vi, 156, 157. Bov. ii. GG. 

(a) Bour. vi. 142, 144. Rov. ii. 66. 
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penses of his journey to Barcelona, preparatory to embarking for the Imtcd 
Slates, out of the pubbc treasury JliS ardent nuiid had been <ingulariv cap- 
tivated by the stern resolution ofGcoi^, after lus sentence was pronounced 
he sent Real to the Temple, and oflered, if he ^\ould attach himself to his 
service, to give him a regiment, and even make him one of his aidcsKic-camp; 
but the heroic Vepd^en remained faithful to his principles even m that ex- 
tremity, and preferred dying with hi» comrades to all the allurcmenti of the 
imperial throne flj. 

One other deed of darkness belongs to the same period m the 
government of Aapoleon. Captain ^\^gbl, from whose vessel 
p»rii" Pichegru had been disembark^, was afterwards shipwrecked on 
the coast of Morbihan, and brought, with all his crew, lo Pans, wJiere they 
were examined as witnesses on the trial of Georges. This intrepid mao, who 
had formerly been a lieutenant on board Sir Sidney Smith’s ship, when he 
stopped the Eastern career of h'apoli^on at Acre, positively declined to give 
any evidence, sajmg, with the spirit which became a British officer, “ Gen- 
tlemen, I am an officer in the Bniish service, I care not what Iccalmcnl^ou 
have in reserve for me, I am not bound lo account lo you for the orders 1 
have received, and I decline your jurisdiction ” He added, after hw deposi- 
tion, taken in prison, was read over in court, that “ they had not annexed 
to that declaration the threat held out lo bim, ilial he should be shot if ho 
did not reveal the secrets of lus country (2) ” Some tunc after this, but the 
precise dale is uot known, as it was not revealed by the French Government 
for long afterwards, Captain ^V^lgbt was found in lusccll m the Temple w till 
lus throat cut from car lo car By whom this was done rcmainst and pro- 
bably will ever remain, a mystery The French aulhontics gave out that iio 
had committed suicide m prison; but the character of tlial oHiccr, and llio 
Idlers he had written siiorlly before lus death, m wlucfi ho positively 
declarcdhchaclno intention of laying violent bauds uu iunisclf, rendered that 
event extremely improbable. The previous threats which he publicly de- 
clared on the trial they had made to him, and the strong desire which the 
French Government had to implicate the English Cabinet in a cgnsplracy 
against the life of the hrsl consul, in order to vveaken the force of public 
indignation in Europe at the dcaili of the Dukcd’Enghicu, render it more than 
probable that he was cut off m order to extinguish the evidence whah he 
could give as lo the disgraceful methods resorted to by tho police to extort 
declarations from their prisoners, or possibly, as was asserted ui England at 
the timj, lo destroy the traces of loilurc on Ins person (S). 

It was m the midst of these bloody events lllal^apofto^ assumed 
theiupcnuLCBOvv'ij and the shadow of the expiring Kcpubllc was 
transformed Into the reality of Byaanliuo servitude. Eighteen 
moutUsbcforc, he had declared m the Council of Stale,” that the principle of 
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hereditary succession was absurd, irreconcilable with the sovereignty of the 
people,- and impossible in France ( I ) ; ” and fouf years before that be bad aur 
, nounced to the Italian states, “ that bis victories ^Ycrc the coinraencement of 
the era of fcpresenlatiYC goYernincnls;” and already be was prepared to 
adopt a measure which should establish that absurd and impracticable system 
in that very country, and bvcrlurn, willuu all the states that were subjected, 
to bis iuHueucc, those very representative institutions. FcslUjia nulla re~ 
Irorsum was the principle of bis policy, lie never looked back to the past, or 
, attempted to reconcile former professions with present actions; success, not 
duty, was the ruling principle of bis conduct ; be deemed nothing done while 
any thing remained to do. 

""'“s neither from a thirst for blood, nor a jealousy of the Bour- 
Ihrmikc” that lie put the Duke d’Eughieu to death. Expedience, sup- 

.rEiighifi,. posed political expedience, was the motive. “ Whenaboutlomake 
himself emperor,” says Madame de Staiil, “he deeined it necessary, on the one 
hand, to dissipate thc' apprcheusioUs of the revolutionary party as to the re- 
turn of the Bourbons ; and to prove, on the other, to the lloyalisls, that when 
they attached themselves to him, they finally broke with the ancient'dynasly. 
It Avas to accomplish that double object that he committed the murder of a 
prince of the blood, of the Duke d’Enghicn. He passed the Rubicon of crime, 
and from that moment misfortune was Avrilten on bis destiny (2),” Inter- 
posing boldly, like the Committee of Public Safely on occasion of the fall of 
Danlon, between the Royalists and Republicans, he struck redoubtable blows 
to both; proving to the former, by the sacrifice of their brightest ornament, 
that all prospect of reconciliation with them was at an end ; and to the other, 
hjr the trial of their favourite leader, that all hopes of reviving in the people 
the dreams of democratic enthusiasm were extinguished; while to the great 
body of revolutionary proprietors, the millions who had profited by the pre- 
ceding convulsions, and were desirous only to preserve what they had gained, 
he held out the guarantee of a hereditary throne, and a dynasty competent to 
restrain all the popular excesses of which the recollection was so deeply 
engraven in the public mind (o). 

brMcii.ng. The season chosen for the first broaching of these ideas, Avhich 
ImTo uio floating in prospect in the thoughts-of all reflecting 

Senate. persons, Avas shortly after the death of the Duke d’Enghien ; and 
Avhen a vague disquietude pervaded the public mind as to the result of the 
conspiracies and trials which excited so extraordinary an interest. In a se- 
cret conference Avith seATral of the leading members of the Senate, held six 
days after that event, Napoleon represented to them the precarious state of 
the Republic, dependent as it Avas on the life of a single individual, daily ex- 
posed to the daggers of assassins; passed in review the different projects 
Marcii 24. 1804. which might be adopted to give it more stability; a Republic, the 
restoration of the ancient dynasty, or the creation of a ncAV one ; and dis- 
cussed them all as a disinterested spectator, totally unconnected with any 
plans Avhich might be ultimately adopted. The obsequious senators, divining 
his secret intentions, Avarmly combated the transference of poAver to any 
other hands, and conjured him to provide as soon as possible for the public 
Aveal, by making supreme poAver hereditary in a race of sovereigns, com- 
mencing Avith himself. Feigning a reluctant consent, he at length said : 

“ Well, if you are really convinced that my nomination as emperor is neces- 

tl) Thib. 454. 

( 2 ) Rev. Franc, ii. 328. 


(3) llign. iii. 377. 
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sary to the welfare of rrance, lake al least « cry ^dss.ble procaalion a-aaisi » 

my tjraniiy; )C», I repeal il, agamsl mj Ijrannj ; for wlwknonshon far m 

such a situation, I may he Iciuplcd to afcibe the amlioriiy with, whichl tuaV 
I)c iinested (Ij?” • ^ ‘ 

The project thus set on fooUJb the subject of secret negotiations forabo>c, 
a month between the Senate apd the Go\ernmcilt. It was agreed that the 
hrst public announcement of it should come from ibe Tribunate, as theouly 
branch of the legislature m which the shadow even of popular representa- 
tion prevailed. Socompleiely had the strength of that once formidable body 
bpen prostrated, and lU character changed by the alterations made on lit' 
constitution when the consulate for life was proclaimed, that ^t proved Uie^ 
ready instrument of these ambitious projects. Every ihmg wasarran"ed 
with facility /oracling Uie great drnmi in nresenr/* cf ifio noAnin 
mciit was chosen ; , . . . ' ’ 

congratulations agi • . , ' . | 

the curtain drew up, or.the people were adinilled to tllo-spLciacle. \i iciigtfj 
on the 23lh April, the reprcseniation began m the hall of the Tribujjalo(2;.* 

1/ ut Curile and Simeon wcrciltc most djsiinguislicdoralorson the 
for ». d to side of the Cov crnmcni in that branch of the legislature. “ ilev o- 
j>r«poial ID lulions," said llie^, “are the diseases of the bodv politic, every 
AjtHus "l‘>cli has been overturned was not in reali’iy destrviiig’of 

censure. There arc certain bases of public prosperity at ilic foun- 
dation of every social cdiGce Seasons of discord may disjilace them fora 


virtue of the same aullioniy h> which they <-caiciJ them on the throne. |l.u*- 
rope has sanctioned (he change by rtcogmsmg our new government. *Tlio 
reigning family lU Lngtand liavc no other title to the llirouc but iliu.will of 
the people. MMicn I'cpm was crowned, u was only,’ says Muulcsipiicu,‘a 
ccicmoiiy the more, and a phantom the less He acquired noiluiig byni but 
the ornaments of royalty ; nothing was changed in the iialiou. When the 
successors ofCliarlcmagnc loslsuprcincaulliortty, Hughes Capet already held 
the keys of tfic kingdom, the crown was placed oii his head because he alone 
was alile to defend it.’ 

spfffi. nf “ All eternal barrier sc|>aratcs us from the return of the factions 
which would tear our entrails, and that royal family winch we 
proscribed 111 ITDibicausc It had Molaieduur riehts. Itisby plac- 
ing the crown on the head of the lust consul aluuc' that the trench can jircHrvo 
their dismly, their independence, and their territory. Thus only wdl (hu 

army ' ■ ■ * ’ • * ■ ■ • ■ 

cers, . ! ■ . _ ■ * » I j 

neilln ! ' . ■ ■ . : . 1 .. 

civil Vfu.s, . . -.V t _ _ . • • ■ « ■* 

the w Let us hasten then to demand hereditary sucttssiou in the supreme 
inagisliate, ‘ for m voting this toa chitf.’asi'hny Mid (0 Trajati, * wcpic- 
vcnl the rcluni of a master.’ llul al the same lime let us gn c a worthy lumo 

(0 WSU.l.K.. Ir.. .11 (It l-i. .. >1“' 

Ikur.'i 51. 
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to SO great a power; let us adorn the first niagislralc in the world by a digni-, 
fied epithet; let ns elioose that which shall at once convey the idea of the 
first civil functions, recall glorious recollections, and in noways infringe on 
the sovereignty of the pcOi)lc. I see, for the chief of the national power, no 
name so worthy as that of E.in*Eaou. If it means victorious consul, who is so 
worthy to bear if? ^Vhat people, what armies were ever more deserving of 
such a title in their chief? I demand, therefore, that we lay before the Se- 
nate the wish of the nation, that Napoleon Bonaparte, at present first consul, 
be declared Emperor, and in that quality remain charged with the govern- 
ment of the French Republic; that the imperial dignity be declared heredi- 
tary in his family; and that such of our institutions as arc only sketched out 
be definitely arranged (1).” No sooner was the harangue delivered than a 
crowd of orators rushed forward to inscribe their names on the tribune to fol- 
low in the same course. The senate of Augustus was never more obsequious. 
Notwithstanding the headlong course which i)ublic opinion was following 
towards despotic power, and the obvious necessity for it to stay the discord 
from which such boundless sufifering had ensued, there were some deter- 
mined men who stood forward to resist the change, undeterred by the frowns 
of power, unscduced by the cheers of the multitude, uninstructed by the 
Honour- lessons of expcricncc. Carnot in the Tribunate, and Berlier in the 
aoM o"’*'" Gouqcil of Slate, were the foremost of this dauntless band. There 
Carnot. jg something in the spectacle of moral courage, of individual firm- 
ness withstanding public transports, of conscious integrity despising regal 
seductions, which must command respect, even when advocating a course 
which is impracticable or inexpedient. “ In what a position,” said they, 
“ will this proposition place all those who have advocated the principles' of 
the Revolution ! When hereditary succession to the throne is established, 
there will no longer remain a shadow- to the Republic of all for which it has 
sacrificed so many millions of lives. I cannot believe that the people of 
France are disposed so soon to abandon all that has been so dearly acquired. 
Was'liberty, then, only exhibited to man to increase his regrets for a blessing 
which he never can enjoy? ds it to be for ever presented to his eyes as the 
forbidden fruit to which he dares not reach out his hand? lias nature, w'hich 
has inspired us with so pressing a desire for this great acquisition, doomed 
us in its search to continual disappointment? No! bean never be brought 
to regard a blessing so generally preferred to all others, without which all 
others are nothing, as a mere illusion. My heart tells me that liberty is pos- 
sible, and that the system which it goes to establish is easier of institution, 
and more stable in duration, than either arbitrary power or an unrestrained 
oligarchy.” Every one respected the courage and motives of these upright 
men, but the fallacy of their arguments w'as not the less a])parent, the public 
tendency to despotism not the less irresistible (2). In the Council of State 
the hereditary succession was carried by a majority of 20 to 7; and in the 
Tribunate by a still larger majority, Carnot alone voting in the minority. 
Univeisal The theatrical representation thus got up in the Tribunate, and 
wu'rwmcii the exchange of addresses, consultations, public and private, which 
N.-.pokon followed, soon produced the desired eflcct. In Napoleon’s w^ords, 
loumiea. ji -yyas uow evidciil that the pear wws ripe. Addresses ilowed in 
from all quarters, from the army, the municipalities, the cities, the cham- 
bers of commerce, all imploring the first consul to ascend the imperial throne, 

(l) Corn’, vi 55, 56, Bigi'. iii. 3S1, 382. (2) Bmir. vJ. Gl, G2. lii 382, 333. Tliih. 
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and Ticing ah each olhtr in the strains of scruli. adulation Their '’cacral 
Mram ** Greatest of men, corapiclejour work, render ilasnnmorUl 
as Nour glorj , nou ha^c crincalcl Us from the chaos of the past, )oa 
have o\cr\\hchncd u» wUli the blessings of the present, nothing remains 
but to gmnntcc for us the future * To the address of the Senate, implor- 
ing him to issuim, the purple, NapoUon replied, “\\e ln\c been con- 
^InntU guided bj the principle that '‘ 0 \crcigniv resides m the people, and 
Uni therefore c\tr> thing, without exctplion, should be rendered 'con- 
ducnc to ihcic mttrcsl, happiness, and glor\ It is to attain 
tht ll,jj ibit the supixmc magisirac) , the senate, the Council, the 
UgislatncDodv, theUcctonl Bod>,audall the branches of aduum'baiion, 
luao bi.en ni'lilutcd The people of Vrance can add nothing to the happi- 
ness ami slora which surround im., hut I feel that mv most «acrcd asm) 
mo'l idtasingdul) U to assure to its children the idvanlagcs secured b> that 
Tuolntionwhn.h cos\ ^onnich, and aboxLalljhy the death of so nianj mil- 
lions of brave men who died ui defence of our rights It is my most earnest 
desire lint we nnj be able to -yiv, on the i Ith Jul) ui this year— ‘ biflccn 
years ago, b) asponlaucous movement, we ran to arms, we gamed hbert), 
laiiialitvjamlglorj * how these lirst of blessings, secured hejoml the possi- 
«»*i »»«i biht) ofihaucc, arebevond ihereach of danger, ihcv arcprcscneJ 
for \ou and your childn.u Institutions, conaived and commenetd in the 
midst of the tempests of war, both without and wiihni, .are about to bo 
sLCurvd, while the slate resounds with the designs and conspiracies of our 
inert i( enemies, b) (be adopdoti of aff (bat the experience ofages has demon- 
strated to be ucfc-sar) to guarantee the rights w Inch the nation has dtcmcti 
essential to ib dignity, its liberty, aiidiU happincss(t) 

answer is to be found the kc) to the whole policv of the 
first cou'ul on the throne, and the secret of the astonishing facility 
u< ui^ with which he esiabhshcd, on tim rums of rcvoluiionarv passions 
the most despotic throne of Europe Vware that the great body uf mankind 
.are incapable of judging on public affair:, but perfectly adcjpiaic to a pcrccp- 
uou of their private Interests, he mvambly observed the principles there *ct 
fottli, of carefully protecting all the icvolutionary interests, and rouslantly 
addressing the people in the language of revolutionary ojuahly By dcadily 
adhuing to these rules, he succeeded in at once calming their interested 
{t.4r«, and flattering ihur uupavsioncd feelings, by constantly holding out 
that the people wire the source of all |>owtr,hc blinded them to the fact that 
they had ceased to be the possc^r of any , and by religiously resjKxling all 
the mUresls crciicd bv iht Ilc'uluiion, he rcndi the nation indifferent to 
the abaudonmcnl of all the principles on which U was founded 

\\\ tiungs being at Icngih matured, the Senate, *» a decree on the 
fsih Miv derlare^l Napoleon EurtRoa or rm. 1 -rcncu, bulrefirrcd 


Thcoh'Ctiuioushodv ha«lcued to Si -Claud with the decree, wiien me 
peror received them with great magniliccncc ** Whatever,” «« J he, “ cau 
coulnbute tollicgooJ ofthccouuiry, ucssenliallv connected with mv lup- 
nmcss I submit the law eoncenimg the Mjcecssjoji to the Dirom. to tlie «-inc- 
lioii of the people I hope trance will never rii«: U of the honours «im 
whieh^hc has environed myself and mv familv Come what 
will beiiolongtrwiih m> po tctiU from the moment that they s^aiiccave 
to iin.nl the love and the confidence of the great nation 
. . - «i lit* • c nr 


1804.] IIISTOUY OF EUROPE. 887 

ficucr.i The appeal lo tlic people soon proved llial the fast consul, in as- 
“"ccof I 1 .C smiling the imperial dignity, had only acted in accordance with the 
lutioH. wishes of the iininensc majority of the nation. Registers were 
opened iii every conmumc of France, and the result showed that there were 
3,o72,329 voles in the allinnalive (I), and only 2oG9 in the negative. His- 
tory has recorded no example of so unaiiiinous an approbation of the founda- 
tion of a dynasty; no instance of a nation so joyfully taking refuge in the 
stillness of despotism. 

fwrdoTr ^'’''ious changes, necessarily flowing from this great step, im- 
lus family, iiicdiately followed. On the day after his accession, the Senate 
published a senalus consultuin, by which the imperial dignity was established 
in the Bonaparte family, and the rank and precedence of his relations, as well 
as the other dignitaries of the empire, regulated. Various important altera- 
tions on the constitution were made by this decree, if couslitulion it could be 
called, which had only the shadow of representative institutions with the 
reality of military despotism ; but they will more appropriately come to bo 
considered in the chapter relating to the internal government of the Emperor. 
The whole real powers of government were, by the new senatus consultum, 
vested in the Senate and the Council of State; in other words, in the Em- 
Absuiuio peror. The Legislative Body continued its mute inglorious func- 
fn umw'' lions. The Tribunate, divided into several sections, and obliged to 
peror. discuss ill ihosc separate divisions the projects of laws transmitted 
to it by the Legislative Body (2), lost the little consideration which still be- 
longed to it, and paved the way for its total suppression, which soon after 
ensued. In every thing but name the Government of France was thencefor- 
ward an absolute despotism. 

croaiioiiof Napolcou’s flist stcp Oil comiiig to tlie throne was lo create the 
awisonbr ilarshals of the empire, and it was ordered that they should be 
.empire, addressed as M. le Marechal. Those first named were eighteen in 
number, Avell known in the annals of military glory ; BeiThier, Murat, Mon- 
cey, Jourdan, Massena, Augereau, Bernadolle,Soult,Brune, Lannes, Mortier, 
Ney, Davoust, Bessicres, Kcllcrmann, Lcfebvre, Pdrignon, and Serrurier. He 
already projected the creation in their favour of those new patents of no- 
bility, which were destined lo recall the most glorious events of the empire, 
and form a phalanx of Paladins lo defend the imperial throne (5). 

Rapid pro- On the same day Napoleon fixed the lilies and precedence of all 
coon cti- the members of his family. He directed that his bi'others and sis- 
quetto. ters should receive the title of imperial highness; that the great 
dignitaries of the empire should adopt that of most serene highness ; and that 
the address of “ my lord” should be revived in favour of these elevated per- 
sonages. Thenceforth the progress of court etiquette and Oriental forms was 
as rapid at the Tuileries as in the seraglio of the Byzantine empire. “ Who- 
ever,” says Madame de Stael, “ could suggest an additional piece of etiquette 
from the olden time, propose an additional reverence, a new mode of knock- 
ing at the door of an antechamber, a more ceremonious method of presenting 
a petition, or folding a letter, was received as if he had been a benefactor of 
the human race. The code of imperial etiquette is the most remarkable au- 
thentic record of human baseness that has been recorded by history (4).” 


(1) Bign, iii. 383. Di-iiificil sooner did lie receive inleltigciice 

(2) Art. 9G. Seoi.lus Cons. Jlay 10, 1804. Bign. protest of of the assumption of the imperial 

iii. 363. Bour. vi. 7G, 77. Louis crown by Napoleon, than Louis XVllI, 

(3) Hour. \i. 78. Bign. iii. 401. •' XVlIl. ou the shores of the f-' ' j^iMencd 

(4) Rev. Franc, ii. 334, 333. Bour. \i. 77, 78. to protest .against aa act so s> X 
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"‘‘5 Icrinmalion of Uie political cliaugcs of the French 
tvcMH Uevolution such the consequences of llic first ^rcal c:ipcrinieul 
tued m modern Europe of rcgcucraUng socicij hy deslroimg all its inslit^u- 
tions Corn of the enthusiasm and pfiitanlhropy of the higher and educated 
classes, adopted by the fervour and madness of the people, coerced by the 
seventy of democratic tyranuj, fanned by the gales of foreign conquest, dis- 
graced by the cupidity of domestic administration, having exhausted cicry 
art of seduction, and nontout every mcam of delusion, it sunk at length into 
the stiilucbs of absolute power But iinas not the slumber of freedom, to 
awaken fresh and vigorous m after-days, it was the deep sleep of despotism, 
the repose of a nation worn out by suffering, the lethargy of a people who hi 
the preceding convulsions had destroyed all the eleincnis of durable freedom 
respect there is a remarkable dificrcncc between the stale 
public mind and the disposition of the people in Liiglaiid 
dvvvvttg the usurpatiow of CiomvvcU, and m Vrawco under the em- 
pire of Napokou Both were military despotisms, originating in the fervour 
of former times, hut the philosophic observer might discern under the owe 
symptoms of an unconquered spirit, destined to restore the public fricdom 
when the tyranny of the moment was overpast, in the other, tlie well known 
features of Asiatic servility, the grave, in every age, of independent mslitu- 
iions The English nobility kept aloof from iho court of the protector, he 
Sirov cm vain to assemble a house of peers; the landed proprietors rimaini.d 
in sullen silence on their estates, such was the refractory spirit of tlio coiit' 
mons, that every parliament was dissolved within a fiw weeks after it as- 
sembled, and when one of ius creatures suggested that the crown sliuuld bo 
offered to tiic victorious soldier, the proposol was rejected by a great ma- 
jority of the very lurliamciU which lie had moulded in the way most likely 
to bo subservient to his will But the ease was very diircrcnt in 1-raiicc 
There the nation rushed voluniarily and headlong into the arms of despotism , 
the (irst consul experienced scarcely any resistance in his strides to absolute 
power either from Ihenobihly, the commons, or the people, all classes vied 
with each other in their servility to the reigning auiliorily , the old families 
cagcrlv sought admittance mlo his antechambers, the new greedily coveted 
the spoils of the empire, the cities addressed him in strains of I^slcrti idu- 
lalion, the peasants almost unanimously sealed linn on the throne llajud as 

his advances to absolute power were, they could hardly keep pacewith tlio 

desire of the nation to receive the chains ofa master, and with truth iiiighl 
he apply to all lits subjects what Tibenus said of the llomaii benato — “Ohl 
hominca ad scrvitutcni parali ” 

WblfhMfte We should widely err if we supposed that this extraordinary 
difference was owing either loony mhcrcnl servility m the Irciitli 
injuiiiw*^ character, or any dclicitncy lu the spirit of freedom among the 
»befr»«u inhabitants of that country when Ibc contest comminccd Thero 
never was a nation wore Iborougtily and unanimously hnbuvd 
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with the passion, both for liberty and equality, than the Frenclnvcrc during 
the early years of the llevolution; and in the prosecution of that object they 
incurred hardships, and underwent sufferings, greater perhaps than any 
Ollier people ever endured in a similar lime. It was the magnitude of the 
changes produced by the Revolution, the jirostration of all the higher classes 
which it induced, which produced this effect. When France emerged from 
the Revolution, almost all the old families were destroyed ; commerce and 
manufactures were ruined, and the only mode of earning a subsistence 
which remained to the classes above the cultivators of the soil, ryas by 
entering into the service, and receiving the pay of Government. Necessity, 
as much as inclination, drove all into servility to the reigning authority; if 
they did not pay court to persons in power, they had no alternative but to 
starve. Necker, in his last and ablest work had already clearly perceived 
this important truth. “ If by a revolution in the social system, or in public 
opinion,” says he, “ you have lost the elements of great proprietors, 
you must consider yourselves as having lost the elements requisite for the 
formation of a tempered monarchy, and turn, Avith whatever pain, to a dif- 
ferent constilulion of society. I do not believe that Bonaparte himself, Avith 
all his talent, his genius, and his power, could succeed in establishing in 
France a constitutional hereditary monarchy. There is a mode of founding 
a hereditary monarchy, hoAvever, Avidely different from all the principles of 
freedom; the same Avhich introduced the despotism of Rome; the force of 
the army, the Prajtoriau guards, the soldiers of the East and the West. 
May God preserve France from such a destiny.” What a testimony to the 
final result of the Revolution, from the man Avho, by the duplication of the 
Tiers-Etat, had so great a share in creating it (J) ! t- 
Vast con- Maduiue de Stael’has Avell explained the prodigious and unpre- 
of'ScTco cedented accumulation of poAver and influence Avhich Avas con- 
rioa'iu Urn centraled in the hands of the first consul Avhen reconstructing the 
Govern".^ disjointcd members of society after the preceding convulsions, 
nicnt. <£ Every mode of earning a subsistence bad disappeared during 
ten years of previous suffering. No person could consider himself secure of 
his livelihood; men of all classes, ruined or enriched, banished or reAvarded, 
equally found themselves at the mercy of the supreme poAver. Thousands 
of Frenchmen were on the list of emigrants; millions Avere the possessors 
of national domains; thousands were proscribed as priests or nobles; tens 
of thousands feared to be so for their revolutionary misdeeds. Napoleon, 
Avho fully appreciated the immense authority which such a state of depen- 
dence gave him, took care to keep it up. To such a one he restored his 
property, from another he Avithheld it; by one edict he gave back the una- 
lienaled woods to the old proprietors, by another he suspended the gift. 

“ There was hardly a Frenchman in the Avhole kingdom,. Avho had not some- 
thing to solicit Irom the Government, and that something Avas the means of 
existence. The favour of Government thus led, not to an increase of vain 
or frivolous pleasures, but to a restoration of your country, a termination 
of exile, the bread of life. That unheard-of state of dependence, proved 
fatal to the spirit of freedom in the nation. An unprecedented combination , 
of circumstances put at the disposition .of a single man the laAVs passed 
during the Reign of Terror, and the military force created by Revolutionary 
enthusiasm. All the local authorities, all the provincial establish > ■ f's Avere 
suppressed or annulled; there remained only in France a si ‘ -'■f 

movement, and that Avas Paris ; and all the men i ■ '‘^A^pro 

(l) Nccker, Dcriiicrcs Vues, 235, 2i0. 
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driven to solicit public employment were compelled locoaie to the capital 
to find their Jirfelihood. Thence has proceeded that rage for emploj meni or 
situations under Go\ eminent, w Inch has ever since dc\ cured and de'^raded 
France (1).” ” 

Touide Another element nbicli powerfully contnhiitcd to Ihesamceficcl, 
‘tbTii^riy ■« as the complete ronccntralion of all the inllueucc of the press m 
ofthepr«5 hands of Goiernjnent, in consequence of the changes and 
calamities of former times. “The whole journals of France were subjected,” 
says t^e same author, “ to the most rigorous censure; the periodical press 
repeated, day after day, the same observations without an> one being per- 
mitted to contradict them Under such circumstances, the press, instead of 
being, as is so often said, the safeguard of liberty, becomes the most terrible 
arm m the band of power. In the same way, as regular troops arc more 
formidable than mililia to the independence of the people, so do hired 
vfriters deprav e and mislead public opinion, much more than could possibly 
take place when men communicated only by words, and formed ihtir ojii- 
nioDs on facts whicli fell under ihctr observation ^Mlcn the appetite for 
news can be satisfied only by continued falsehood; when the reputation of 
every one depends on calumnies, universally diiTuscd, without llic possi- 
bility of their refutation, when the opinions to be advanced on every cir- 
cumstance, every work, every individual, are submitted to (he observation* 
of journalists as a file of soldiers to the commands of ihcir olhccrs, the art 
of printing becomes what was formerly said of cannon, ‘the last logic of 
kiogs (2).*” 

profound observations suggest an important concI»«ion in 
• ' < . • • ; I ‘ I n ’•e'’ir(lnl as the 

. • . • • . '.I 

«.i' ». , . * I .* * ..It. • 

arc destroyed, and the balance III lilt. *u>v ‘ ‘ » 

prcponderaucc of popular or regal power, iiiiistanlly changes its functions, 
and instead of the arm of independence, becomes ihc inslriimcni of op- 
pression. It immensely augineuU the power of the wtapons with which the 
dilTcrcnt classes of society combat each other; but the dirccliuu which Uus 
great cp''inc receives, and the objects to which it may bo d^reclLd, arc as 
various nassnins of maiikiml In a 

constiU. 
fereni c 
but m 

1 pf.rfime. as m Republican vintriio, ^ 

, ■ ■ .. . Cl ''j't>r{s-inn. 'Ihcoiilv Hcuruj, 


power. 

(i‘ t)« suii. rr» ft»nr. II i»9, Jtti srr. 


(2} P»M*il, Act IwRt II. -6J 56l 




